NEWSCLIPS Continved from page 35
IN BRIEF—

“RUMORS ARE CIRCULATING THAT THE POPE WILL
UNDERSCORE THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH'S
CONDEMNATION OF BIRTH CONTROL in a major state-
ment on' moraliteaching which the Vatican has confirmed
he will issue before the end of the year. In July, 22’ promi-
nent European Roman Catholic theologians publicly
warned against declaring the ban on birth control to be an
intallible, or God-given, teaching. - Episcopal News Service

“REPORTS THAT PROTESTANT BISHOP K.H. TING
HAD BEEN STRIPPED OF HIS POST as leader of the
Three-Self Patriotic Movement in China and had been
denied travel privileges because of his support for'the pro-
democracy movement may be in doubt. The report has
been disputed by the Rev. Ewing W. Carroll, who heads the
China desk of the United Methodist Board of Global Mis-
sions. Chris Woehr, managing editor of News Network
International—which evidently first carried the repont—
recently released aretraction of the story. - Religious News
Service/Christian News

“THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF NEW-
FOUNDLAND, Alphonsus' L. Penny, has offered to resign
after charges were made that he ignored or covered up
accusations of sexual abuse of young boys by priests and
laymen. Since investigations began in 1987 a total of 20
priests, former priests, and laymen have been charged or
convicted. A churchl commission said church leaders
ignored or rejected reports and failed to deal effectively
with the abuses; it characterized church response as “woe-
fullyinadequate.” Penny has publicly apologized to the vic-
tims “for every word or action which may have deepened
your pain.” - Ecumenical Press Service/Our Sunday Visitor

“CANADIAN CHURCH LEADERS HAVE BACKED THE
MOHAWKS in a dispute between the Quebec Indians and
provincial and federal authorities. Signers of a statement of
“concern,” including representatives of the Anglican Church
of Canada, scored the government for abandoning “peaceful
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fat?lg\(jZR 300,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE FIRS:T
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC LITURGY. in Lvovs St. Georgeg
Cathedral in 44 years. The church; one of sgyeral turn?
over in recent months to thellong:banned Ukrainian Gatho Ir(i
Church—foreibly mergediinto the Russian/Orthodox Chu(rjc
in 1946 but now!separate andiunder theiPope—sparke ha
sharp reaction by Russian Orthodox: Patriarch Alexi, who
said such a celebration would hurt Orthodox-Vatican rela-
tions. In the meantime; the Russian Orthodox Ghureh has
granted autonomy to its Ukrainian dioceses, @ move wh|ch
has failed to stop the reorganization' of:a sep_arate national
Ukrainian!@nthodox Church. - Qur Sunday: Visitor
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The Rev. Dr. William Milisaps

Not Only In Ages Past

How wonderful it is to realize that we do not have to re-invent
the wheel!l All those wonderful, and/not so wonderful, ancestors
of ours have passed down to us a heritage which is glorious. The
festival of All Saints offers a particular opportunity to express
our gratitude for those who have been bearers of the light of the
Gospel throughout the history of the Church. Through the study
of the lives and witness of the hagioi, the holy ones, we can
come to a more mature understanding of what it is to be aichild
of the King. As we grow upin Christ, we discover that it means
we have responsibilities as well as privileges.

A festival similar to All Saints’ Day was kept as early as the
fourth century by the Greek Church at Antioch onl the Sunday
after Pentecost, In the Western Churchi the feast was moved to
November 1 to dramatize the triumph of the Lord of Life,
Christ, over the Lord' of Death, who was associated! with Octo-
ber 31. This association with “Ghosties, and Ghoulies and
things that go/ bump in the night”? continues in our society as
“Halloween.” It is a fact that we still'have a long way to g0 in
proclaiming the triumph of Christ. Most people do not seem'to
know that Halloween stands for All Hallows Eve, much less that
the real significance of the feast is that in the End the signs of
terror are truly a sham. We should' seize the opportunity; that
Halloween brings! to' communicate the Gospel. Although this
year’s Halloween hasicome and gone the opportunity for teach-
ing is always, there.

It is appropriate that the Gospel for All'Saints isthe Beatitudes
from the Sermon on' the Mount (Matthew 5:1-12). In the Beati-
tudes we have not only a proclamation of the things that bring
blessedness., but a prescription for true joy. The warning that
those wholbelieve in Christ should be prepared to suffer perse-
cution is neither embittered nor masochistic. There iS NO) pre-
tending that the Christian life is'easy.

The magnificent Epistle, from the seventh chapter of the Rey-
clation of St. Johni the Theologian, does not shrink from’ pro-
claiming the reality of a suffering church. The Lord of the

Church has suffered the hideousness of the Cross. Our Lord
Jesus Christ is the Lamb) who was slain. He is both Jamb and
shepherd. The shepherd bears the scars of rescuing the lost
sheep. Our own scars, such as they are, are at least partly of our
own making. But even when we know it is our own fault the
pain is real. And we still need the healing love of God and the
fellowship of the mystical body where all tears will be wiped
away-

All Saints’ Day calls us to think big, to believe that
men and women and children have the potential to
respond in a profound way to God'’s love.

All Saints Day and its octave call us to see how God has
reached out to humanity in Jesus Christ and called 1m0 his serv-
ice “a great multitude, which no man can number, of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues” (Revelation 7:9). All
Saints! Day calls us to think big, to believe that meniand women
and children have the potential to respond in'a profound way to
God’s love. We were created to love and live our fullest only
when we discover this fact.

They lived not only in ages past,
There are hundreds of thousands still,
The world is bright with the joyous saints
Who love to do/Jesus’ will.
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at'sea,
In church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea,
For the saints of God are just folks like me,
And I mean te be one too:

L. Scort, 1929
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Letters From Our Readers

eralism is not the same as love in the New Testament.

A saying once popular in England was, Softlee, softlee, cat-
chee monkee.” It was the echo of a pidgin English from some
part of the colonial empire. Another saying was ““Come into my
parlour; said the splder to the fly:” and it might have added, *“Try
it—you’ll like it!™

The Eames Commission: is workmg for the institution: of
priestesses, but, of all the errors in the church, this one involves
an horrific finality not possessed by the others. Errors suchias
sodomy, lost faithiin the Bible, and modernism, could all be rec-
tified under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, by penitence, prayer,
and education. Not so with the institution of priestesses in' a
church, which, once done, will' not be rescindable, but will
inspire doctrines contrary to the apostolic and' catholic faith.

“@ome into my parlour, said the spider to: the fly; try it—
you’ll like it.” ZAP! the fly is trapped in the web. There canibe
no second thoughts, noisecond chance. The safe, logical, and
practical recourse for Anglicans is to join with the Continuing
Church. For example, in Canada, the Anglican Catholic Church

of Canada.

Edward C. Goodwin
1315 Silver Spear Road
Apt. 809

Mississauga, Ontario
Canada L4Y 2W8

REFORMED EPISCOPALIANS
Series Needed

The writteniexchange between the Rev. Allen Guelzoand the
Rev. Gerald Claudius in the September issue regarding the
er’siseries on'the Reformed prscopal Church bears ample
ony to the fact that party feeling is alive and well in'the
ditional Anglican'movement. Dean Guelzo’s articles have,
, given the CHALLENGE's predominantly Anglo-Catho
) audience some needed exposure to) an  eXpressio
dly acknowledged in the United States. It
that a reader would try to runi the RES o1

times to;
2t say
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oni such topics as Predestinationi and veneration of the Blessed
Sacrament.

While this tensionican be enriching, and while [ believe Evan-
gelicals: and  Anglo-Catholics: compensate for each other’s
strengths or weaknesses, the present situation is far from ideal.
Neither monochrome expression of churchmanship, Evangeli-
cal or Anglo-Catholic, canlbe regarded as the definitive formiof
“textbook™ Anglicanism. Each has in turn faithfully preserved
and neglected key aspects of Anglican faith and piety. As some
sort of traditional Anglicanchurchitakes shape intoithe next cen-
tury, the challenge for bible-believing Anglican scholars will lie
in articulating a more unified Anglican theology, one not hope-
lessly mired in the West’s' Protestant/Catholic dichotomy or in
the party slogans ofithe 19th century, but rather one that is faith-
fully Evangelical and Catholic in every particular. The deep
well of Anglican piety—the Reformers, the Caroline Divines
and'the Non-jurors, the Evangelicals and the Tractarians, not to
mention the' Fathers—provides the basic material for such a syn-
thesis.

In' His providence, God' has brought Evangelicals and Anglo-
Catholics together toicombat liberalism. How: pitiful it would be
if, having successfully collaborated on some basic issues as
“deep Christians,” these two groups were to' once again turn
their daggers on each other.

James J. Condra
3297 Central Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 3811

“Appalled”’

I' suppose I must congratulate Fr. Claudius for being so chari-
table regarding the Deformed Episcopal Church—I would not
have had'I written the letter. Having ancient roots in Kentucky: I
was appalled toisee the group come under the umbrella of the
Foundation. But if the Foundation'isite!be democratic I suppose
1t must, although'I'think the' Reformed Church rather dangerous
ifithey want te infiltrate the Continuing Church. What with Bp-
Cummins’ strong Calvinistic leanings and' yet fairly liberal on
the other side of the coinlleads to a paradox. On the liberal'side
he would be overjoyed at some of the things going oni in' the
Episcopal Church: The denial of certain fundamental' and ortho-
dox doctrines were one of the reasons of Cummins® deposition.

The Rev. Richard Eittlehales
1430.S. W 12th Avenue #1203
Portland, Oregon 97201

We know. of no plans by the REC to “infiltrate the Continuing
Church!' As we explained in our October editorial, the REC
series, was! presented. sumply for informational purposes. Inter-
change between tradiiional Anglicans and' REC members has its
limitations at present, but 1S based upon an important common
meeting point: the shared view that ours is a revealed religion,
1ot one subject io fundamental revision from generatior to'gener-
ation. = Editor

Response To Mr. Mullen

The Rey. GeraldiClaudius’s complaints against the Reformed
Episcopal Church in the September CHRISTIAN. CHALLENGE
were much: more ovently hostile than those: expressed by M.
Philip Mullen'in the October issue. And yet, Mr. Mullen's com-
ments were, if anything, even more damning for being dis-
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guised as faint praise.

Kirst of all, let me say that Mr. Mulleniis entitled to reject my
construction of 19th century Episcopal history. and especially
the contrast of Hobart and Griswold. if he likes: but before he
does so. [ wish that he would read Albright, Chorley. and
Robert Bruce Mullin first. Moreover, the gquestion 1s not
whether Hobart believed in a “Real Presence” (do [ need to say
again that Evangelicals do. to0?) but whether he believed in a
corporeal presence in the elements of the Eucharist—and he did
not. That, as I wanted to show, would have placed him far
closer to the Evangelicals than the Anglo-Catholics. What is
also certaini is that, like some Evangelicals, Hobart did" use
memorialistic language, and' I will be happy te supply Mr. Mul-
len with page and title to that effect.

What is more baffling is Mr. Mullen's attack upon Bishop
Cummins as a “semi-Anglican,” and uponthe Reformed Epis-
copalians as a whole as a “semi-Anglican denomination, with
semi-Anglican/ orders. adopting a semi-Anglican prayen
book. . . I'am surprised to find Mr. Mullen. alone inithe entire
Anglican world, in possession of the perfect definition of dngli-
can, since of course only by possessing that can one legitimately
determine what is semi-Anglican and what isn't.

And' what is more surprising 1s that, although Mr. Mullen
asserts  that Anglicanism “has defined boundaries™ and' “‘stand-
ards ofidoctrine, discipline, and worship;” the only criterion Mr.
Mullen'supplies in support of his ““semi-Anglican™ indictment is
that Cummins “and his “fellow-founders’ should have remained
in the Episcopal Church.” This suggests, perhaps innocently,
that Mr. Mullen believes (a)/that Cummins really violated noth-
ing withirespect to Anglican doctrine and worship, and (b) that
Anglicanismi is defined' as a state of communion with the
Anglican/Episcopal hierarchy. This is an interesting proposal.
not only for Reformed Episcopalians, but for Conftinuing
Churchmen and friends of the Episcopal Synod of America to
constder. [s it really true that Anglicanism means only commu-
nion with the Most Rev: Messrs. Browning and Runcie (not to
mention Habgood, Jenkins, Spong, Swing, and' a few others?)
But if not then with. . .well, who exactly? Was Frank Weston
still an Anglican after he took himself out of communion with
the Bishop of St. Albans? Perhaps) thisas why Mr. Mullen soon
stops talking about Cummins violating “boundaries® and
instead speaks of him: as departing from an Anglican “ethos.”
ethoses being notoriously easier to'slip'in and' out of.

I'have toisay frankly that I'cannot welcome Mr. Mullen's con-
descending pity for the REC, or his disingenuous hope that the
Reformed Episcopalians are “recovering what they have lost™
(i-e. are becoming more like what Mr. Mullen thinks Anglicans
should be). We have made our mistakes, thatis true; but so have
other traditionalists in'their own ways. What all traditionaliSts—
Evangelical and Catholic alike—need is not self-congratulation
and subtle hints to others to “come up higher” but mutual for-
giveness and' forbearing in both truthi and! love. Iff thar ethos is
not Anglican, then every Anglican s in bigget trouble than we
thought. !

The Very Rev. Dr. Allen C. Guelzo
Philadelphia Theological Senunary
4225 Chestrue Stree

Philaclelphia, Peansylvania (9104
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A wigw of Washington Cathedral from the south. (CHALLENGE photo)

By James B. Simpson

“We have built q
cathedral,” said Canon
Leonard Freeman.
“Now we have to be
a cathedral”

”NOT JUST A CHURCH,” said President Bush at the
laying of the final stone of Washington's National Cathe-
dral on the last Saturday of September 1990, a glorious fall
day, “butaihouse of prayer for anation built upon the rock
of religious faith.”

On the beloved Feast of St. Michael and All Angels,
some twocenturies after “a great church for national pur-
poses” was first envisioned and 83 years after it was actu-
ally begun, the Episcopal Church’s Cathedral Church of
St. Peter and St. Paul stood complete, a gleaming structure
atop the capital city’s loftiest elevation. It was consecrated
with stateliness and fanfare the following day, September

dusion of several days of special services and
king the event in which thousands of per-

initiated by fervent faith. That, and a good deal of modern
fundraising, had finished it. But its long-awaited comple-
tion comes at a time when one might well ask if itsi7aison
d’etre has remained the same after all these years. Will the
cathedral’s' splendid, majestic presence and its worship
help recall a drifting church and country to their spiritual
foundation, inspiring a renewal of Christian life and love,
rooted in revealed Truth, that will win souls to) Christ? Or
will the Last Cathedral come to signify the last remnants of
a once full and glorious Anglican Church—and nation—
that have/lost their way?

The President spoke of the “rock of religious faith“—but
what kind of faith? Only a few days earlier the Episcopal
House of Bishops had been almost equally divided on
whether to censure one of its members for disobeyingifs
polity if not its morals. “A house of prayer for all people;’
the cathedral is called, but what kind of prayer? Anything

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, NOVEMBER, 1990
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but that which is utteredin the stately cadences of the 1928
prayer book, now banned from' the cathedral? Do those
aware of the cathedral's dominance in the city, its grand
edifice stretched out against the sky as viewed from
Memorial Bridge, think of it moreias alsymbol of Episcopa-
lian affluence and a ceremonial arena than a beacon of
truth and mercy, of caring and compassion? Isiit going to
make a difference in the life of the nation and' of individ-
uals? All that hangs in the balance as the cathedral seeksia
new dean'and comprehensive program and a future wor-
thy of its heritage.

THE EPITOME OF THE ESTABLISHMENT turned out
900-strong for the Bishop's Dinner on Thursday evening,
September 27, marking the start of four days of celebra-
tion. An opulent affair spread in a huge dining room of the
Omni Shoreham just a week after the House of Bishops

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, NOVEMBER, 1990

President George Bush, at left in front of the main, or west,
entrance to the Natioml Cathedral, addresses the thousands
whowere present to see the final stone mstalled atop the edifice,
83 years to the day after construction began. (Photo by James
Solheim) Above, the finial is carefully lowered by a crane mto
place at the summit of the St. Paul Tower, iigh above the
watching crowds below: (Photo by Morton Broffman)

had vacated those premises, it attracted, with the excep-
tion of a few yuppies, mainly the over-50 erowd at $45'a
late.

i On that evening and again on Sunday both the outgoing
provost, the Rev. Charles Perry, and the newly elected,
carefully barbered bishop, the Rt. Rev. Ronald H. Haines,
spoke of the events as “family occasions.” It is a warm
metaphor that takes some bending to include the wide
variance of liberal and conservative viewpoints.

Older Episcopalians were again in the majority at Fri-
day’s evensong and the three other services that marked
the consecration weekend. Many came out of loyalty and
affection for the church that had nurtured them; others
because the cathedral had been abuilding throughout their
lifetimes. But a spirit of devout worship was dominant, as
evidenced by the vigorous singing and the reception of
Holy Communion by almost everyone present.

The sermon by the dean emeritus, the Very Rev. Francis

e
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Sayre, 75, now retired to Vineyard' Haven, Massachusetts,
was the best of the weekend. Born in the White House s &
grandson of Woodrow Wilson, he drew on a multi-facete
background of Washington life (including 27 years on the
close) to paint a mellow, nostalgic picture of the cathedral’s
spirituality:

Saturday noon'’s service—highlighted by the placing of
the final stone atop the cathedral—gripped attention and
Memory.

All was in supreme readiness: the newly paved court at
the west front, a freshly sodded lawn, a shining black iron
fence of Gothic design, and a spanking new gatehouse at
the far northern corner of the Wisconsin Avenue frontage:

Long lines began assembling as early as 8:30. The 53
bells of the massive carillon rang out in concert at 10:40.
Forty-five minutes later the Marine Corps band proffered a
concert and, just before noon, launched into the premier
performance of a special composition, “T Am for Peace.”

Will the cathedral’s splendid, majestic
presence help recall a drifting chuich and
country to their spiritual foundation?
Or will the Last Cathedral come to signify
the last remnants of a once full and
glorious Anglican Church—and
nation—that have lost their way?

At its conclusion the crowd standing outs;
dral rose to the familiar sound of “Ruffles f!de\ the cathas
for the entry of the President and Mirs, Bill?ld OUrisheg
the Provost, the Bishop of Washington, an; 1 €SC0rteq pe
Bishop- the Presiding

“This is the happiest dedication of the h
have already taken place,” said Bishop Ha; Undreds gy
tions to God’s glory of gifts both large and ;n‘}@s. “Dedica-
them beautifully and soundly built into th ?l 2and al] of
chureh.” < Hlorife of this

The executive director of the Interfaith ¢
Metropolitan Washington, the Rev. Clark Lobonfe,rence of
Deuteronomy 30:11-16, and the Roman Cathglnshne, read
Bishop! of Washington, the Most Rev. Willhmlc Auxiliary
read I Corinthians 3:10-14. e Curlin,

In a superb address, redolent of his lif
Episcopalian, Mz, Bush saw the cathe(lifr&;llogsg Status as an
the nation's spiritual life, overlooking the Centea Symbol of
lar life. T ofits seqy-

“Whenever I look up! at this hill and see th
keeping watch over us, [ feel'the challenge reaf
declared.

The President spoke of family associati -~
Alban, upon whi}Zh the Cathgdral siltzflog;sd“ézh M?' St.
occasions) marked there—the entombment of pnatjlonal
Wilson, the funerals of Presidents Truman: and Er-emdent
wer, a memorial service for Winston Churchill ;ﬁenho-
Sunday sermon of Martin' Luther King, prayer /v‘ 5 last
Viet Nam, the celebration for the release of the Ilgﬂs f x
hostages. S
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“Here we feel in the cathedral's vast proportions the
majesty of God and the smallness of humankind,”
said the provost, the Rev. Charles Perry. “Here we
experience the eternity of God and our own

temporality.”
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Presiding Bishop Browning (center), flanked b the Provost, the Rev. Charles Perry (left), and the Bishop of Washington, the Rt. Rev. Ronald Haines,

at the actual moment of the cathedral’s consecration. (Phato by David A. Werth)

face the /lig’l altar

It was in a reference to the huge rose window above the
main entrance that the President was most eloquent.

“Erom where we now stand, the rose window: high
above seems black and formless,” he observed. “But when
we enter, and see it backlit by the sun, it dazzles in aston-
ishing splendor. And it reminds us that without faith, we
too are but stained-glass windows in the dark.”

The raising of the final stone, a giant pinnacle weighing
half a ton, was a carefully orchestrated production guided
by walkie-talkies between a ground crew and the Canon
Clexk of the Works, Richard T. Feller, who stood atop the
St. Paul tower 232 feet above the crowd.

“Bull’s-eye!” yelled the veteran mason and foreman, Joe
Alonso, as the stone was put into place.

With the firm placement of the pinnacle the cathedral
was finished, an investment of $65 million (largely a pre-
inflation figure) and much more in related expenses. Pre-
siding Bishop Edmond Browning dedicated the pinnacle
to the National Cathedral Association, the major channel
for individual gifts. The crowd broke into the Doxology.

At dusk on Saturday many of the noontime throng
returned for the Sursum Corda concert in the cathedral.
The splendidly choreographed' choirs used three aisles to
converge on the crossing from which they sang.

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, NOVEMBER; 1990

CREWS WORKED THROUGH THE NIGHT to ready
the cathedral for the Sunday consecration service, The cer-
emony at 11 o’clock that bright autumn morning included
moments rarely plucked from the dusty archives of liturgi-
cal practice—the signing of the namestone in the narthex
as well as the solemn consecration—all of it translated into
restrained, low-church Protestant Episcopal style. Cope
and miter, ordinarily seen at the cathedral, were
eschewed.

For the actual moment of consecration, Bishop Brown-
ing came from behind the free-standing altar at the cross-
ing to face the carved stone figure, Christ in Majesty,
above the high altar. A short, stoop-shouldered man, he
swung the long, silver primatial cross in bold strokes of
blessing. “Now, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” he eried
in his familiar, reedy voice, “purify, hallow, and consecrate
this Cathedral Church of St. Peter and St. Paul and' inspire
its mission to the world.”

Then, for a while, it was Provost Perry’s day, his last day,
the end of 20 years on the close, 12 of them as a provost
who had pledged himself to a daunting, double task: to
raise the necessary funds for completion while also sus-
taining the cathedral’s outreach program.

“Here we feel in its vast proportions the majesty of God
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SPECIAL REPORT

THE HOUSE OF
BISHOPS 1990:
Puzzlement On
The Potomac

By James B. Simpson

The gathering storm over the homosexualityissue in'the
Episcopal Church was manifest in the House of Bishops
September 18, whenia statement admonishing Bishop/john
Spong of Newarlk for his widely publicized ordination of a
gay priest was not only barely approved, but largely
deflected by Spong in a defiant address to the House.

Halfway: through its week-long meeting in Washington,
D.C. September 14-20; the House considered a resolution
from Bishop William Wantland'of Eau Claire whichisought
the House's concurrence with an earlier statement by Pre-
siding Bishop Edmond Browning and his Council of
Advice—a relatively mild declaration: in which both par-
ties “disassociated”’ themselves from Spong's action in
ordaining a practicing homosexual, J. Robert Williams, last
December.

After nearly twoihours of emotional debate, the bishops
voted 78-74 (later revised in official versions to 80-76)to
“Iffinm and suppornt’ the presiding bishop's February 20
statement, which underscored the church's position—
expressed in a 1979 convention resolution—that it is
“inappropriate’ to ordain active homosexuals. The FHouse
also agreed that “‘good order is not served whenibishops,
dioceses of parishes act unilaterally.” At least some of the
bishops evidently approved the statement more on the
basis of that last point—the fact that Spong broke the
“collegiality’’ of the House—than out of: faithfulness to
biblical proscriptions against homosexual practice; though
there were others who did feel that violations against
Scripture and the clear mind of the churchiwere the most
imporntant factors.

There was anger over what some bishops perceived as
Spong’s ‘‘breach of discipline and doctrine,” which Bishop
William Sheridan, retired of Northern Indiana; warned
could have “tragic, even catastrophic’ €onsequences. A
we do not take definite action today,” he said, “we will
engender ridicule throughout this country.”

Bishop! Alex Diclkson ofi West Tennessee asked pointedly,
“‘Cania bishop of this church do anything he wants to?"

Bishop Clarence Pope of Fort Worth, president of the tra-

ditionalist Episcopal Synod of America (ESA), supported
the resolution ‘“‘with great sadness, saying it was needed
to protect the church's teachings.

Though characterized by Bishop William Frey: of Trinity
Episcopal School for Ministry as “a water pistol™ rather
than & gun at the head of Spong, the statement was
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BISHOP SPONG talks to reporters about his controversial views on
homosexuality at the bishops” meeting.

opposed, among others, by Bishop William Burrill of Roch-
ester, who argued that “‘the price of Anglican freedom is a
bit of untidiness.” Claiming that the diversity of the church
is more important than order, he said approving the state-
ment would! put Speng “oni the outside.” Bishop William
Swing of Califernia saw: a “punitive meanness” in the
statement, and asked! what the House was voting on—
Spong, homosexuality, the force of General Convention
resolutions, collegiality . . .2 And, several members of the
Council of Advice who signed the February statement
backed away from it during debate. Bishop Arthurn
Walmsley of Connecticut said that adopting the statement
now. “would be a token of our division, not of our teader-
ship.”

In a stinging, electrifying speech after the roll call vote
condemning his action, Spong chided his colleagues for
what he perceived as their inconsistency and hypocrisy. in
what probably stunned traditionalists—whose efforts to
be heard and to survive within the Episcopal Churchi have
involved a constant struggle—Spong argued that tradi-
tionalists had been given latitude in opposing the church's
decision to ordain women, while hie was threatened with
trial and censure:

“| wonder if this House can embrace the fact that other
bishops besides Episcopal Synod bishops have a con-
science that cannot be compromised?” Spong asked
Appealing for the church to accept homosexual laity and
clergy with the same compassionate, comprehensive full-
ness with: which it has officially endorsed the rights of
blacks and women, Spong said that “the way the church
treats its gay and!lesbian members so deeply violates my
conscience that it strains my life by tearing it between my:
loyalty. to Jesus Christ, who made a habit of embracing the
outcast, and my loyalty to this church, which It dearly
love’ He also claimed once again that the church has
been quietly ordaining practicing homosexuals fer years,
and that he was bothered by the lack of honesty amo
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Spong, seated among reporters at the sess
that the Church had moved “light years™ frqn, i
standing of sexuality as recently as 1988, g des under-
inappropriate to comment on whether he fe|t betr:mEd it
the outspoken: gay priest he had ordained [y; Saiged by,
had been no shortage of applicants for the man's Atll;ere
pastor tora gay. community in Hoboken (the S hlao > as
been filled by another homosexual priest), nor e S just
agement in placing openly gay priestsin Parishes. heSC(')turc;
the rector of one of: Newarl<'s oldest parishes, the 'HOUCI e !
Prayer, as an example. se o

It may be, incidentally, worth noting at this
response to an initiative by Spong last vear,
Theology Committee put together a paper on the e
understanding of the Holy Scriptures as the Wor of Gods
and it is apparently going to be studied by the bt s’
over the next few years. But Bishop Terry Kelshay of tf?e
Rio Grande said frankly that it was a “sad CoOmmentary’
on the House and' the Churchi “that we are diScussiz
whether the Scriptures have authority for us, and || fear thg
outcome.”

Outcasts: 28 Prayer Book
And Tenth Province

Meanwhile, the still-existent hope of some Episcopa-
lians for freedom of choice to use the 1928 prayer boolk
was, repeatedly met with irritation by a presiding bishop
whoconsiders the matter closed.

Reminded that large leeway is being given to experi-
mentation with inclusive language as opposed! to the Sup-
pressed 1928 book;, Browning said crossly at the initial
news conference that it was a matter for diocesan bishops
toidecide. “We are called to get oniwithithe mission of the
church;" he snapped. Meeting the press at the end of delil>-
erations, his annoyance surfaced again when aslked' what
he hadidone with 11,000 petitions from Episcopalians asi-
ing for a choice. Yes, he confessed, the petitions hadlbeen
received from the retired' Bishop! of Northern California
the Rt. Rev. €Clarence Haden, but “if Haden wanted then';
considered he should have come here and' said so.

As for the Episcopal' Synod of Americaland!'its desire for
a tenth, non-geographical province within ECUSA! iniwhich
traditionalists could'function freely, it was not on the bish-
ops agenda—thoughi ESA' communications director Bill
Murchison said the originall agenda had' indicated the
would be time foraddressing ESA concerns. But evide;
there was a meeting between ESA bishops and Bro
one point during the session. The presiding bishop t:

ieved that ESA adherents were “nc
the tenth province, and

acked away" from the plan.
e e cont

lon, told TCE

Point that, in
the House’s
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THE RT. REV. JAMES OTTLEY (left), Bishop of Panama and the
newly elected! vice president of the Episcopal House of Bishops,

joins  Presiding Bishop Browning at the! finall press conference in
Washington.

s

of all concerned. At the September meeting, admitted
Browning, ‘‘maybe [we got] a little bit more in touch with
the struggles we have before us.”

The ESA President, Bishop Clarence Pope of Fort Worth;,
hinted! in guarded comments that he also sees the tenth
province idea as one not likely to produce tangible results
anytime soon. TCC was told that further indications of the
ESA's course would be forthcoming shortly. The ESA's Syn-
odical Council is due to meet in November, Murchison
noted.

Browning was joined at the final news conference by the
Rt. Rev. James Ottley, Bishop of Panama since (984 and
newly elected vice president of the House of Bishops.
QOttleyls electionito succeed the late John T. Walker, Bishop
of Washington, D.C., was a behind-the-scenes decision
made public when the bishops met for dinner on Saturday,
September 15. His selection was hailed for sustaining
black leadership and! giving an international dimension to
the American Church.

Major Debacle

The bishops’ awareness of their meeting in one ofi the
nerve-centers of an undeclared war prompted their inter-
est in visiting the White House and conferring with con-
cressional leaders on Capitol Hilll on Wednesday,
September 19.

It was the week’s major debacle. Although carefully
instructed! to register in advance and to be prepared to
show! passports and other identification, the bishops were
turned away from the executive mansion and directedito
the Executive Office Building (where, among other things,
the vice president has his office). Wives were separated
for a presentation on' the new book on the Bush's dog,
Millie, while the bishops stood on the hard floor of the
Indian Treaty: Room threughout & superficial briefing on
world events by two minor officials. The President was

closeted| with national security leaders and Mrs. Bush was

unavailable, althoughit was learned that the same day she
received the actress Gher in a reception for the Intenna-
tional Craniofacial Foundation and also greeted the His-
panic Family ofithe Year Browning promised to registerthe
snub with President Bush. The unspoken implication was
that the bishops lacked clout in official circles as well as
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Washington at large, in which only the smaller of the twe
newspapers, Ihe Washington Times. carried a single story
on their meeting; predictably enough, it was on the Spong
speech.

The core of Browning's vehemence, however, Was SEEn
in his longing for what he calls healing and reconciliation
within the Church, but which some see as the pressure to
conform to a defective approach to the Christian faith. He
touched on it briefly at the first news conference, then
plunged headiong inte a chiding sermon on forgiveness
that many. felt was inappropriate for the episcopate’s visit
to Washington Cathedral, their first official check-in since
Michaelmas 1907.

“The sinner is the one who decides to cling to his
anger,” he scolded. “The issue of what started it is not a
very important one in the moral understanding of sin in &
situation of conflict.”

Veteran observers believed that the PB's displeasure was
aimed primarily at the Irenaeus Group, & neEw coalition of:
some 60 bishops seeking a stronger moral tone in the
church: its existence was never acknowledged on the
floor, It was added to his continuing annoyance over ESA
traditionalists and old prayer boolk enthusiasts.

A Liturgy Of Fuel Shortages
And Speed Limits

Daily devotions were patterned) after the Bible study
groups atthe 1988 Lambeth Gonference, andithe noonday
Rite Il Eucharists were addressed by one of Lambeth's the-
ological consultants, Glasgow-born, Edinburgh-educated
Dr. Elizabethi Templeton, 45.

The first of the noonday productions was typical, with
non-English Gospel readings (*‘Te alabamos, Cristo Senorl);
the celebrant, the Rt. Rev. Arthur Walmsley of Connecti-
cut, seemed swallowed up in an all-enveloping yellow and
orange chasuble. “A Twentieth-Century Litany for Deliver-
ance!” was devisediby his suffragan, the Rt. Rev. |effrey \W.
Rowthorn. ‘‘From the accidents of our history, and from
the ironies of our history, Good Lord, deliver us,” it wailed.
“Through fuel shortages requiring us to talce other nations
seriously, and lower speed limits enabling us to take other
lives seriously, Good Lord, deliver us.”

Onithe whole, the bishops plugged away towards “mov-
ing to Phoenix," a frequently-heard reference to the 70th
General Convention in Arizena July 1-20 next year. They
polished their pastoral letter on evangelismi(presented by
the Bishop of New Yorl), despite an evident clash between
those holding traditional and' more universalist views of
the gospel.

A demand by some women theologians to have a paper
containing their conclusiens on women's ordination con-
sidered by provinces alongside the Eames Commission
repornt was referred back to committee, the bishops hav-
ing rejected the committee's suggestion that the wamen's
paper simply be sent on to the Eames Commission for
review.

Lastly, there was the inevitable flurry of unsolicited wis-
dom profferedithrough & variety of resolutions adopted on
such subjects as peace in the Middle East, South African
sanctions, the Gulf crisis, the death of Bishop: Muge. and
Panama’. :

Continued on Page 23
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Traditional Anglican

Communion Formed

One Small Step For
U.S. Unity; One Giant Leap
For World Traditionalism

Commentary Report
By Robert M. Strippy
With The Editor

A worldwide alliance of Continuing Anglican Churches
was formed by bishops gathered in Victoria, British Colum-
bia, September 26-30, and awaits only/the approval of the
national synods of its participating churches to become a
full reality.

Eighteen bishops from: three founding churches—the
Anglican Catholic Churches in Australia, Canada and the
United States—formally established the Traditional Angli-
can Communion (TAC), adopted a concordat as the alli-
ance’'s basic document, elected a Primate, accepted a
nascent Continuing Church in lreland as a participating
body and! received petitions of two! other church groups
for admission into the TAC.

The alliance represents a significant stepiferward for the
Continuing €hurch on a global scale, thoughienly a small
step: ahead for unity among Continuing Church jurisdic-
tions in the U.S. (More on this later)

Other Participants And Supporters

The Continuing Church bishops in India—representing
anestimated 30,000 Churchmen there connected to either

THE TAC COLLEGE OF BISHOPS, hard at work in Victoria, British
Columbia.

14 :

ACC-ULS, or the American Episcopal Church
ond largest U.S: Continuing Ch‘"Ch~Sent x C): the sas

could not be present for financig| ings, but
embroiled in lawsuits withi the pan'PrOfestant .\ being
North India over disputed property. Church of
But among others who were present witp bi
founding TAC churches in\Victoria was Bishgn 4 RS Of the
ders, C.R., the retired Anglican Bishop of R Seim @en
noted! traditionalist, whoiwas given voijce and ta.and a
ogpition of his service as a consultant to Engjigy 1N rec-
alists and as a material figure in establis radition-
Continuing Church in Ireland. The leading ing the

la m
latter body, Temi Patten—who would' be 5 de);c;? l§>ffthe
€iore

the bishops dispersed—was also in attendance

Present with voice but not vote were foyr
bishops of the'American Episcopal Church, whi
tioning for membership in TAC, a natural outg
current unity discussions with the ACC-U.S

There were also representatives of three or
in England, one of which'was petitioning for membershi

The Roman Catholic Church—which, it Was noted l’-:s
“showing, interest in our movement’—sent ap Offiéial
observer to the meeting: the Rt. Rev. W. H. Bulloch, senior
monsignor of the Roman Catholic diocese coverin
couver Island. He had beeniselected to prepare an
report tolhis bishop:

Greetings were read from the Greek Orthodox Church in
Australia, which has been warmly supportive of the Angli-
can Catholic Church in' Australia (ACCA) from its begin-
ning; from! Bishop!Johni Hazlewood of Ballarat, Australia,
wholhas formally stated'that he is in communion with! the
ACC and its sister churches; and from Archbishop Bevan
Meredithiof Papua New Guinea, who! urged! al firm stand
against female' ordination. The last two, traditionalists
inside: the old Anglican: Communion, are interesting as
being official points of intercommunion between the origi-
nallandinew international bodies.

of the five
ch Was peti-
fowth of jts

Sanizations

g Van-
official

Terms of the Concordat:

The adoption ofi the concordat, which had beenidevel-

opediover a two-year period, was relatively routine. Mal=
ing a dozenichanges, none substantial, the bishops beefed
up: their adherence to the Affirmation of St. Louis—im
terms which (contrary to usual Anglican practice) might be
construed as elevating the well-known! statement (issued
at the 1977 congress, launching the Americani Continuing
Church) to the status of a denominational confession. Tihey,
emphasized that, although the TAC College of Bishops
bears: final responsibility: for doctrinall onthodoxy, the
assent of the clergy and laity is required for complete
dacceptance. The ability of the TAC Primate to conduct dip-
lomatic experiments int ecumenicall relations wass slightly,
clippediby a reference to the “advice and consent of the
College of Bishops.
% The draft gave the organization the' fermal name ©f
~Communion of Traditional Churches.” Objected to) as
Imprecisely. Anglican, jn nature, it was rejected inl favor of
the nickname SVenybody hadbeeniusing all along, ‘Iradi=
tional Anglican Communion.

Basically, the concordat sets upraninternationallgroup=
ing of Traditional Anglican churches on the basis of the




WITH MOST OF THEIR
WORK COMPLETED; all par-
ticipantsiin'the Victoria meet-
ing gathered on the lawn
outside the Queenswood
Center. for a group photo.
The newly elected Primate of
TAC, the Most Rev. Louis
Falk, is seated in the first
row, in the! fifth' place from
the right.

Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral of 1886-88 (Scripture,
creeds, sacraments, and historic episcopate); accepts the
Vincentian Canon (what has generally beeni believed eve-
rywhere and by’ alll in the Churchiin all times) and the St.
Louis Affirmation; and talkes a high' view of bishops as the
guardians of the Faithiinl Apostelic Succession.

It adheres tol the traditional versions of the Book of
Common Prayer (England! 1662, Canada 1962, America
1928, and India 1960); calls for aiCollege of Bishops and'a
Primate as the “‘elder brother,” plus a Secretary to adminis-
ter affairs much in the manner of the Executive Officer of
the old Anglican Communion; gives the College the right
to discipline its members to preserve orthodoxy and inter-
communion; and requires a consensus before the erection
of any new diocese or bishopric.

Although not a legislative body empowered! tol adopt
canons, it is obvieus that the TAC has more teeth/than the
old Anglican Communion—it couldhardly have less—and
that its College of Bishops will be ofi greater effect than
the LLambeth Conference, towhichi the Archbishopiof €an-
terbury merely invites bishops formutual advice and coun-
sel.

Between (the occasional, not fixed) meetings of the
bishops, ani Adviseny, Committee will handle the routine
worlcof TAE. It consists of oneclergyman andione lay per-
son from each member church. The Primate is permittedito
addlone person ofi his choice; and! the executive director
of the Internationall Anglican Fellowship, Bishop Robin
Connors, alsositsionithe Advisery.Committee.

TAC now emerges as the most significant device and
frameworlc for bringing separated Traditional Anglicans
into reunited! fellowship. However, there are rules for
admitting other churches into the TAC, including that they
must subscribe to all the fundamental principles thereof
andl undergol an inquiry into their integrity of Faith and
Order. Also, al petitioning church must get, the vote of
three-founths of the bishops already in the TAC to be
allowed provisional membership therein. (This figure was
consensus) Then until there are
the new member
a»tiona}l synodsiof all

ull membershlp m

lege can engage in four llevels of discipline: persuasion,
reduction to provisional status, expulsion of bishops. and
expulsion of the entire member body. Again, this is unprec-
edented among Anglicans; but in light of the slow: disinte-
gration of the old Anglican Communion, it can be seenias
an attempt to maintain good order on an international
scale.

The finall document was adopted without a murmur of
dissent.

Early ratification is expected in €anada and Australia.
But the Anglican Catholic Church in the US. (ACE) cannot
ratify the concordat until its next provincial synod, which
will be at €harlotte, North Carolinalin September, 1991,

A Primate Selected

The second job was to elect a Primate. It was only at this
point that a lack of unanimity, strictly'among the American
bisheps, began to'surface.

Over the course of the meeting, it gradually became
(surprisingly) clear that the most significant disunity to be
overcome in the ULS. is not inter-jurisdictional, but within
TAC's US. founding church, the ACC, some bishops of
which have developed a fearful resistance to the strong
desire of their Archbishop; Louis Falk, for unity—at least
with the ACE’s current ecumenical partner, the AEC. Evi-
dently based more on: personal sentiment and apprehen-
sions than objective criteria such as essential matters of
faith and order, it is a resistance which, after a period of
relative acquiescence, had become more pronounced,
particularly at the ACC College of Bishops' meeting over
the summer. If not expressediin‘openisession, it was none-
theless lceenly, felt in the Victorias meeting, duning, which
the (roughly eight) ACC bishops of that mindset seemed
about the business of preventing Fall's election as p e
andi the acceptance of the AEC into the new Communion.

In the process they apparently took orders, nat iy om a\
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secret—in|executive sessi S
the bishops were inspired by the traditions of the pe?pa-l
motive is not secrecy but the elimi-
ecret' elections

conclave, in which the 00
nation of outside interference. HOWEVER (
are very foreign to the Anglican tradition of conducting all

business in broad daylight. :
Not being present, we ¢an only guess that Bishop/Robert

Mercer of Canada was eliminated or withdrew first, leav-
Haley of Australia and Arch-

ing the field to Bishop Albert

bishop Falk of the United States, with Haley eliminated or
withdrawing on the practical grounds of distance, time,
andl expense. In any event, Archbishop: Falk was elected,
after one hour and 20 minutes. AS the election of the Pri-
mate requires ratification by two-thirds of the member
churches, Canada and Australia are sure to confirm! Arch-
bishop Falk in office. He now has the unique historical

position of being a parish priest, a diocesan bishop; @
(national) metropolitan archbishop, and an international
primate.

Bishop John Cahoon, an ACC bishop and| rector in
Arlington, Virginia (across the river from Washington,
D.C), was elected Secretary of the TAC. Cahoon, by the
way, was formerly a bishop in the Diocese of Christ the
Kln-g, the third largest U.S. Continuing Churchijurisdiction,
Wh‘!d{ is noted for its steadfast refusal tohave anything to
2; .wx‘th' the (dea of_ traditionalist unity: despite various
- orts, including an invitation which was extended| for it

join in preparations for TAC.

m glsfvefrtheless, though an ACC-AEC merger would unify
e tf?e T‘Zﬁv litSt;eE%nflr:yur-rx, there is still aihope that tallks
Sigr S ontinuing jurisdictions canbe initiated
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Irish churchmanship. “Thank you, thank you for allowing
us to take oun stand with you," he said to the gathered
bishops. ‘Rest assured we will not be found wanting as we
march together under a common banner against these.. . .
who would rob us of our Anglican Faith:"

He reported on the first meeting to organize the Tradi-
tional Rite, of its founding right under the nese of the lib-
erall archbishop: in Patriclc's chosen see of Armagh, and of
the progress made in/opening new parishes, which would
number four by the end of October, and which he prom-
ised would be established in every diocese of the Church
of Ireland so the people would have a choice. There are
some 80 persons involved with the first parishiinaugurated
recently—St. Patrick’s, Craigavon—nhe told TEE. And even
some still within the Church ofi Ireland are connected to
the Irish Continuing Church on an informal basis, he said,
including four deans and 40-50 clergymen.

He spoke of two other candidates to be ordained dea-
con next February, when he himself will be ordained priest.
He spoke of the personal persecution he has suffered for
his stand. He thanled BishopiConnors and/Bishop!Genders
for their assistance ini making the new: Irish jurisdiction a
reality, and surprised everyone by further expressing that
appreciation in the presentation of a checld from the tradi-
tionalists in Ireland to the Primate for use in the extension
of the Church.

He didnit quite burst into song, but Tom Patton wound
up with some lines from an old!Irish hymn:

Still the ancient faith we cherish;
Still at ancient shrine: we pray:

Still the ancient prayers and anthems
Sound aloud! fromday, to day:

Lift thy banner, Church of Erin!

To thy ancient faith we cling;

Thou art built on truthl eternal:

Jesus Christ, your Lord and King!

Such eloguence! is not to be gainsaid. Bishop Connors
added that seven seminarians—a whole class—from the
Church of Ireland had refusedi ordination at the hands of

bishops now committed to women priests, andl that one
had gone to Tasmania to help Bishop Haley. The Church of
!reland (Traditional Rite) was then unanimously accepted
into provisional membership in the TAC, with episcopal
care to be provided by Connors.

And to climax the day's worlk, Bishop Charles Boynton
of the ACC, formerly Episcopal Bishop of Puerte Rico and
then Suffragan of New: York, presented to Archbishop Fatlk
(for the use of all future Primates of TAC) the elaborate sil-
ver and gold cross given by the Patriarch of Armenia to
Bishop Boynton's father in 1923, for his work in rescuing
Armenian children from the Turkish massacres of 1918 In
its center is a tiny sliver from the True Cross. Hidden ina
bank vault all these years, this masterpiece Row has a wor-
thy use.

After dinner, there was a reception for special guests,
the chief being the local Roman Catholic bishop who, in
black suit andl gray shirt, was the epitome of Apostolic
simplicity amidst our variegated clerical plumage.

Other Petitions

The second! day startedi off with the formal signing of
the concordat by TAC's founding bishops.

The body then took up a petition from a smalll group of
Continuing Anglicans in INew Zealand, who had held a
meeting, had!studied'and agreed in principle with the con-
tents of the Affirmation of St. Louis, and had asked that
the TAC bishops endorse a missionary effort in their coun-
try and allow them to have their own bishop:

At this point, Bishop William Lewis of the South (ACCE)
moved to consider this and further “outside” petitions
(which would include the AEC’s and that from a group in
England) in executive session. “There are things that we're
not prepared for the outside world to know, " he said can-
didly: Bishops Bruce Chamberlain of New England dis-
agreed, noting that the body had already considered the
Irish matter in open session. Bishop Richard Willars of the
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BISHOP JAMES|MOTE of the ACC's Diocese of the Holy Trinity/get allaugh (atifan left) out of Bishop Robert Crawley of ACC-Canada, the host of
the meeting, during/an evening reception: At center, Bishop Ruben Rodriguez Molinalof the Missionary Diocese ofiCentral America, a part of
ACC-U.S., listens|carefully/to the discussions, during most ofiwhichia translator. was providedifor him. At right, some lighthearted exchanges
take place during a coffee break between! (from left) BishopsAnthony Clavier, primus of the American Episcopal Church, Anselm Genders,

retired Anglican|Bishop of Bermuda, and William Rutherfoord; ordinary of the AGC's Diocese ofithe Mid-Atlantic States.




included the Very Rev. Wellborn R. Hudson! (left), chaplain to Archbishop Falk, an

: i f Australia. At right, Bishop Rob
f the Anglican/Catholic Churcp (o} ! Lils) P ertMerc
gzl:\)!e? share |i3e|y conversation duringithe first.evening’s reception.
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gaT:::sRBromley, chaplain to Archbishop/Albert

in Ottawa, Canada, and BishopiJames Mote of

d the Rey,

€ Who reSides

Pacific Southwest {mainly Galifornia), secon.dmg Bishop
Lewis motion, said he did not feel the blghops were
~ “bound by precedent” in the matter and that .|t would be
“2n absolute disaster’ to discuss these afffairsiin open ses-
sion. Bishop Connors noted that this was a historic meet-
' ing to whichthe press and a Roman Catholic observer‘h-ad
been invited. He suggested saving only the most sensitive
comments for albrief executive session. By a vote of 13 to
| 5 it was decided to hold the final debate and' voting on
each petition in executive session.
ft was later announced that the New Zealand group,
being very small, would be recognized as an ecclesial
entity (but not as a member church) within TAC, and would
otherwise remainl in the status quo, with Bishop William
Rutherfoord of the Mid-Atlantic States continuing as epis-
copal overseer.

The AEC Matter

INow! came the critical event, the petition of the Ameri-
can EpiscopallChurch to join the TAC. The outcome of this
had'been what many people had come to Victoria to Wit-
ness, and‘ \.lvhat many (but not all) had hoped would be con-
cluded aff!rmatlvely. giving a positive boost to Continuing
ghurch unity both internationally and within the UIS The
Primus of the AEC, Bishop Anthony Clavi Je

e y Ier, was asled to
5 .He (?suafl‘!y opens with somethin
S?ga»klng qu_iedy and deliberate
g:‘itnl;;r;g :éé\rl; two s:i)ns, whoihadinever lknown any church

HEthe ALC . rle said he was there to represent ti
e _ em 4

ca:: ]future Fhey symbolize—the future of Continuing An n;?
sm l'could not help wondering what either of thi
wc;)rg&d mke of this meeting,” he stated. 3

he:e are} sxmizlar children in all the Continuing churches
count - 03.- the scandal of our divisions, “Al over the

"t W ‘ ‘s?b?p Qawer declared, “one sees congrec:
tions ai?::ﬁ: lﬂ% tgf isgen;e sort of religion, whose adhgé?‘

A€ as ¢ y divided—ifi not more SO-—tha =,
S ; ~—than the
the | opal Church around the conner,” A:z ar:z

a What do people who want th
gk nt the Word andhthe Sac-
dve crie-

g witty, but not this time.
Iy, he said he had been

vision, the Chernobyls we

- Onceimore, the four AEC bishops quietly rose and i€’
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ated?'’ Feuding between Continuing ]uriscm
as

“‘made some areas dead to our witness’ he chargeq

“\What divides us—doctrine, discipline, Worship) ’M
of what divides us are things that are not necessa‘ry 3
whichiare put in the place of things that are” The qUestaind
of unity had degenerated into attacks on him personaloln
He stated: "l deplore the politicization of this whole proz:
ess, replete with anonymous circulations and dinty/tricks?

He referred to objections that keep cropping up ovér
the orders of the AEC, but pointed out that “most ARG
clergy have orders stemming from your own bishops.* So
“is that the real problem?™ he asked. “If the AEC bishops
were conditionally consecrated once again by some ofithe
other bishops present, would that help?' | wonder.

The AEC, ACC and the whole Continuing movementisiat
the crossroads, Bishop Clavier continued: “There are two
ways before us. Some say’ we will climb into al ghetto,
determinedinever to be betrayed or sullied again, thatwe
will become anti-intellectual and determined we will'not
risk anything. . . Would the Continuing Church be “the
alternative to the officiall Anglicani Church," he asked;or
would it become “‘just a sect’? At the Reformation, “the
great issue after Elizabeth [acceded] was whether the
Churchiof England was to retain its Catholicity as an inclL'
sive church, or as an exclusive church for the elect ik
“battle for the soul of Anglicanism was settled [i“”th
reign of James |, but [was] nearly lost in the Civil WWar:

Admittedly, he said, being exclusive is not Christianiand
being inclusive is dangerous. But part of the way forwarcl
is “charity," which is “‘the indispensible companion oftar
Christian deliberation. Thus I urge on you chanty’“"‘
foolishness, not gullibility, but charity, for my children tl;
children of our church and those outside who will netibs
Called by Christ lifwellstand inithe way:

i 5 \e
We are determined,’ Bishop €lavier concluded; tz go
the widow and you the judge. We willinot go away: of oﬁr*

deplore your meeting in private to discuss thins> 2. -
church, without our ability tolrespond. We willinot ,SQ: t
ward together unless we are prepared to speak the tr:‘
But the truth must be spolen in love." And anfrc{pé‘
that the bishops were about to go into executives




oom-
1 But there was no. e;ecutive session this time. The Austra
ians said they weren't prepared toivote, not only/becaus ’
the had not yet received allithe information they needeg
to make & judgment about the AEC, but also/because the
decision about admitting a 20-year-old church: with' an
- antecedent history!’ was certainly important enough to
be considered by the Advisory Committee of the TAC, in
ccordance with the concordat just adopted. It was a sug-
gested disposition of the matter eagerly embraced l?y
those Who found!the issue distasteful to/begin with.
Bishop chamberlain proposed accepting the AEC provi-
sionally, contingent on concurrence by the Advisory Com-
mittee and! ratification: by the national synods. But
ultimately, it was voted to receive the AEC's petition “with
thanks'’ and to refer it to the Advisory Committee—as
part of the normal process now.to be followed!inithe case
of a church with a prior history—to be examined “with all
urgency: It passed without dissent. It was meant as a ges-
ture of good will, though it it wasn’t the achievement of
unity, that both sides had hoped! for. It wasn't a full “‘yes,”
but it wasn't & “nol’ either.

The Situation In England

Father Leslie Hamlett presented the petition of the bud-
ding Continuing Church'in England, which was formed!in
1983 and is based in North Stafferdshire. He reported
there are four clergymen licensed by Bishop: Mercer and
50-7/5 active laypeople, with hundreds more interested in
joining but deterred by the group’'s isolation and lack of
episcopal oversight. He said the group left the Churchi of
Englandiseven years ago “in order to be the Church. We've
been charged with jumping the gun, but we had to obey
our consciences." Divisions in America, he said, were a
“sad spectacle;” but are hopefully now being healed. “We
have a pastoral need to be fully united with you," he said.

By, contrast, Michael Silver of the Movement for a Con-
tinuing Church of England (MCCE), whose adherents num-
ber around 1,500 peopleina rather informal organization
which does not thinlc the time is yet ripe for separation
from the Church of England, <aid that ‘“‘We watch at the
bedside of our Mother andisee her growing weaker and
thinner.! Though he respected Hamlett’s action, he said he
felt it was premature. ke said English Ghurchmen must be
ready, for what may Come; though the group presently has
no specific contingency plans for action should the C of E
decide to ordain priestesses. SilVer, the Anglia coordinator
for MCCE, saidlgroup members currently meet periodically
in various locations for worship and! programs. A national
meeting of IMECE is scheduledisooniat Willesden-

Yet another English perspective was provided by the irme-
pressible Br. Tiueman Dicken, an English theologian serv-
ing among leaders of the “Cost of Conscience!” movement
within the Church of England, and/a jongtime observer ofi
andladvisor to the Continuing Church in North America. He
said the “Conscience” movement involves some 4,300
clergyment lts four area synodS—Southwark, Bristol, Man-
chester and York—willlbe considering proposals for " alter-

native episcopal oversight to be implemented if the C of"

E admits priestesses, though, despite the terminology
used, the net efffect of the proposals would be very much
like al Continuing Church. He admitted: that he does)not
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l;:;)w how many will stand firm if the women priests’ legis-
= ion passes. The current goals of the C of C are to keep
the constituency united, which means treading a “very del-
icate path,” and to defeat the women priests measure in
General Synod. He said that traditionalist disunity in the
US e major embarrassment to those of us opposing
priestesses.” It makes the use of the term “Continuing
Church™ impossible in England, he said frankly.

Bishop Genders said the situation in England is “fluid,” &
shining example of British understatement. The new Gen-
eral Synod has been elected, and the women priests mea-
sure has been referred to the dioceses, which must vote by
October of 1991 If a majority donit vote for it, the mea-
sure willlbe dropped: if they do, it S0€s back to General
Synod  for action. He noted that this referral process was
not followed in Ireland, which caused “agony:

It was obvious from the various reports that England is
now in much the same situation America was during 1975
and 1976. A number of movements are working teward
the same general goals, but in very different ways; and
they seem to be neither coordinated nor fully communicat-
ing with one another.

Since Fr. Hamlett's group, although much smaller than
the AEC and without a bishop of its own, was an “anteced-
ent’’ body inimuchithe same position as the AEC, the bish-
ops decided to treat it the same way. Its petition for
admission was received with thanks and referred to the
Advisory Committee. Meanwhile, TAC recognized the
clergy, parishes, and people in association with the Church
of St. Mary and St. john, Stoke-on-Trent—Fr. Hamlett's
church—as a fellowship of parishes in the Communion.
Archbishop Falk was empowered, in consultation with
Bishop Mercer, to address the matter of episcopal over-
sight and pastoral care for the group-

Summing Up

And so the first meeting of the TAC bishops ended, posi-
tively and optimistically overall, though perhaps with bet=
ter long-term prospects than short-term ones. It provided
a solid! structure for supporting new Continuing Churches,
present and future, and for facilitating Continuing Church
unity—even if it shied away just now from further steps
toward sealing unity between the two largest jurisdictions.
And it was useful, in its own way, for identifying those on
both sides of the unity question—and thein motives.

Perhaps the most hopeful sign was the ordination of
Tom Patton toithe diaconate. If the whole movement had
been as committed to evangelism and unity in essentials,
while tolerating (or even ignoring) variety in non-essentials
as the new Irish church does. the Continuing Churchiwould
be much larger and stronger. The service itself was a les-
son in Anglican diversity: unity does not have to mean uni-
formity:

To sum up the good points, TAC is a going, concern.
Louis Falls, & strong pro-growth, Pro-unity {eaden, is its
Primate—though in this TAC couldn’t lose: either one af
the other two candidates would have pursued & similan
course andibeen equally respected. The Cantinuing Church
is off to a flying start in lreland, continues to flourish in
Canada and Austratia. and/is trying to pulliitself togetherin
England. Taking the world as a whole, traditionalists tor
unity outnumber the obstructionists (all Amenicans) on the

Concluded on Page 22
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INWASHINGTON—
International
Leadership Marshalled
Against Liberalism

By James B. Simpson

A sharper focus for opposing an increasingly liberal
stance in the Episcopal Church and within the Anglican
Communion as a whole emerged from the Prayer Book
Society's International Leadership Conference in Washing-
ton during the weekend of September 2.8.

Strengthening the stance that it has expressed for nearly

20 years, highlighted by its support for the 1928 prayer
book, the Society drew to the U.S. capital the leaders of
prayer book groups from several cities across the country
and sister societies in Canada, England, and Australia. The
gathering was also addressed by special guests from the
more recently organized Episcopal Synod of America

(ESA) and' Episcopalians United (EU), both of which share

many of the same concerns for what one speaker called *‘a

church burdened by radical andirevisionist leadership.”

The pan-Anglican agenda of 15 speakers left no doubt
of the widespread distress at what is viewed as moral
breakdown, secularization, heavy-handed implementation
of new liturgies, and the ostracization of conservative
church members by the hierarchy. It was, said columnist
Bill Murchison on returning home to Dallas, “‘not a call to
arms, but to unity.”

The Society's executive director, John T. Ott Jr. of Louis-
ville, Kentucky, stressed that ‘the group did not expect to
find new insights nor an expansive attendance beyond its
registration of 150.

“This was not intended as a turn-out of our membership;
we invited the leaders and they came," he said. He added
that valuable networking aimed at forging a more united
and' strong leadership was done “away from the micro-
phones™ in one-to-one discussions and small groups. He
disclosed, however, that “exit reviews' by participants
indicated that some felt there were leaders in the audience
who should have been invited to speal.

“There is broader understanding of how the Anglican
hierarchy is treating controversial issues” Ott said in an
assessment of the meeting. “‘They realize that attention is
given an agenda that satisfies but a small segment, that
there is a serious lack of tolerance of opposing view-
points, and that only certain elements obtain hearings for
their petitions.”

A brash disregard had been shown in Washington only
two weeks earlier when a Society petition signed by
11,000 Episcopalians asking for freedom of choice to use

the 1928 or 1979 prayer books was not broached in the
House of Bishops by Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning
(see special report in this issue). Two days after their own
meeting in Washington, the Society learned of Browning's

The Internationa]

? : h %

The Rt. Rev. L.E.W. Re

The'Ven. George B. Austin,
Archdeacon of; York

nfre
Dean of Adelaide

Prayer Book Society of Australia

acknowledgement of a petition with far fewer names_
910 signatures—from the Task Force for Continuing
Lesbian/Gay Ordination.

It was iini press briefings at the Leadership Conference
that a dormant spirit of protest became somewhat more
alive, especially when the executive director of the ESA,
the Rev. |.F. Titus Oates of Fort Worth, declared that “for
the first time there isia crack inithe coalition of liberal bish-
ops who' have run the church in the last 30 years: this is
clear in the House of Bishops! divided! vote in censuring
John Spong™ He went on to predict that opposition to
moves, for church-sanctioned, same-sex relationships
would be consolidated inithree or four years.

It was also in a press briefing that a longtime stalwart,
the Rt. Rev. €larence Haden, retired Bishop of Northern
California, said that inclusive language liturgy'was “‘full of
heresy and is Pantheistic,” and warned!that the intent was
to use it toireplace Rite [ and Rite [l “or at the least make it
an alternative liturgy for liberalists." Bishop Haden pre-
dicted'that the laity's new awareness of the ordination of
practicing homosexuals would! “defeat it at General Con-
vention.”

The Society'sibanner above the podium—"A decade of
decency, a time for traditionalistsi'—implied its declared
disgust with events that, it feels, have eroded! the faith as
welllas churchimembershipiand! financial support.

The Society turned to a more poetic source, WiH.
Auden;, for the lines handsomely lettered onl the cover of
its press packet, “In the desert of the heart/Let the healing
fountainistart,/In the prison of his days/leach the free man
how to praise.”

Collision; Derision

The 48-hour conference transpired in windowless, sub-
terranean rooms of the Hyatt Regency Hotel on New [er-
sey. Avenue near Capitoll Hill. Hidden and' set apart, two
escalators beneath! the starlc lobby, the isolated venue was
an unfoertunate symbol of the group's distance from what
is perceived as the mainstream. Reporters were strucl
repeatedly withithe contrast between the sun-filled Wash-
ington Cathedral, brimming with the vibrant music and

S
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sonorous preaching that celebrated! its' completion, and
the Society meeting six miles away: in the basement of a
non-descript hotel.

Indeed, the dominance of the cathedral's consecration
was amuch regretted, abrasive aspect of the conference;
the meeting Not only coincided but collided head-on with
the lofity, profuse|y-attended events on Mount Saint Albani,

The choice of Washington as a meeting site had begun
positively. “We had to hold'itin a city born of controversy,
pbathed' in tradition, and fueled by action,” declared an
advance brochure. “It sounds allot like our agenda.”

pPlanning the conference from the Society's Louisville
headquarters, Ott said that, as recently as last February,
neither the Episcopall Churchi Center in New: York nor the
\Washington Convention Center had listed the cathedral
weelkend in advance calendars. Not aware of the conflict
until late summer, he said the organization was unable to
recoup its advance payments tol the Hyatt Regeney (the
total budget was less than $15,000) and had!no; alterna-
tive but to go ahead with its plans.

The numerous events of the dedicatory weekend also
Killed off the Society’s hope of having at least one service
in a chapell at the cathedral. The Bishop of Washington,
Ronald Haines, had little choice but toireply that the long
weelendlof celebration, with events attracting thousands,
precluded the use of the cathedral by other groups.

However, a more pointed and revelatony rejection had
come earlier in a letter from the cathedral provest, the
Rev. Gharles A. Rerry, whowrote the Society July 13 thathe
had consulted with BishopHaines *and we wishito honor
[the late] Bishop Waller's earlier decision [against the use
of the 1928 prayer book]. You are welcome toimeet and
worshipihere using the standard prayer book of the Episco-
pal Church, the 1979 Book of Common; Prayer. It is used
exclusively/in the cathedral, as you know."

Given! the cathedral’s interfaith nature (it is regularly
icalled “‘a house of prayer for alllpeople™), the Rev. |erame
F Politzer, Society president, said the rejection represented
one more instance of the exclusioni ofi traditionalists from
their “‘rightful role and place in the! life of the church.” He
went on to say that “the leadershipi trumpets the virtue of
‘compassion andl openness whenever it furthers its liberal
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agenda: gay rights, inclusive language, liberation
theology. . . but when the issue is contrary to that agenda,

they.are brutal, repressive, and without any sign of com-
passioniwhatsoever:"

Cooperative Efforts Strengthened

Bishop Haden pronounced the opening invocation as
the Society’s patron and vice president. The group's align-
ment of patriotism with moral values was clear as it next
turned toithe singing of the national anthem while a spot-
light played over an American flag at the left of the
podium. A Society. director, the Rev. Robert A. Shackles of
Muskegon, Michigan, gave the welcoming address and
Bishop  Haden also spoke again before the closing hymn
and the benediction from the Rev. John W. Hildebrand, a
Society director who recently retired as rector of St
Andrew’s Chureh in downtown Fort Worth.

Although: planned: as breaks in the heavy agenda of
speakers, it was the continuous intertwining of invoca-
tions and'benedictions, plus militant hymns, that kept the
group on a more idealistic than practical course; many
talks were informative for the unseasoned but offered
longtime activists, little that was new; some bordered on
sermonizing with the result that participants and observers
never quite lost the feeling they were in church.

Saturday morning's discussion was moderated: by |ohn
H:W. Rhein IIl of Garden City, New: York. Fr. Oates traced
the changes that took the faithful unawares, declaring that
the ESA and related groups are “‘indeed a church within &
chureh”

The Rev. Todd H. Wetzel, executive director of Episcopa-
lians United, said the EU's mailing list was more than
300,000 and that 15,000 supponters had provided! a mil-
lion dollarbudget in preparation for GeneraliConvention.:

Qther Saturday spealers were the Rt. Rev. Al Donald
Davies, retired Bishop of Dallas whois deputy to the presi-
dent of ESA, andiLee A. Buck, an ELI director from New:
Canaan, Connecticut. Bishop Davies said that few bishops
had upheldi the faith' because they wished “to belong to
‘the club’ [the House of Bishopsj that can't pranounce the
word ‘sin’ and does what it wants." ;
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Henning JI-;

r the “‘recapturing
A2l Sldiettiore! fo‘l:r" ﬁaencdalﬁcci, iﬁat “‘the witness of
g olnes or;zec:sni}lsymoral integrity:" It is, he said,
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t?: g:gi:‘ :fe E:coming a post-Christian churchiinia post

g e e moderated' by the

In the Saturday. afternoon program, ' Lo

Rev. Gordon David Griffith, a Society director | e
: California, the conference heard from six spe

l{zrgn&: .outside the U.S.—the Rt. Rev. L.E.W. Re:nfrey, Ifwordmelr
Suffragan of Adelaide and now dean gf its cat % ra[.
Anthony. Kilmister, chairman of t'he English' Prayen Yo?f

Society; the Ven. George B. Austin, 'Archdeacon of qr 1

Desmond Scotchmer of Toronto, president of tr_*xe Canadian

. Prayer Book Society; Dr. Dennis K. Hoyse of Prince Edwa.rd

fsland, president of Prayer Book Society of Nova Scotla;
and the Rev. Stanley R. Sinclair, executive of the Canadian

Prayer Book Society's Calgary chapter.
BishopiAlbion Knight of the Continuing Church was an

observer.

Responding to written questions submitted from the
floor, Archdeacon Austin said that “Rome is more con-
cerned with: what happens in Canterbury [in regard to
women's ordination] than what happens in Massachusetts
[re Barbara Harris]. I women are ordained, it will be the
end of relationships with Rome—which, of course, is why
it passed inithe Church of Ireland.”

Kilmister predicted no exodus to Rome because “if they
wanted to go, they would already have gone." Nor does
he foresee the founding of a continuing church in England.

“They are too accustomed to worshipping in ancient
buildings, buildings a thousand years old, to start worship-
Ping in'a rented hall,” Kilmister said. “They may simply,
SIop: going and that will’ be financially costly: The main
thingis for alll of us, worldwide, to stay in touch.

On Sunday, the group received communion at the 8:30
Eucharist at the Church of the Ascension and St. Agnes,
where the (928 prayer book is stilll used.

Assessing the conference a few days later from his
home in South Pasadena, California, BishopiHaden echoed
Ort's satisfaction in the attendance of key leaders and “in
the sharing that what is happening in America is also hap-
pPening to the church in Canada and England and else-
where."

Leadership, he said, “s far more liberal than the people
in the pews and a good deallof the clergy realize ™

According to Haden, the trio of groups represented in
M{ashington-the Society, ESA, and EU—agreed on three
things in Preparing for General Convention: “That every-

* thing we do will be based on the authority and primacy. of
trhe.Scnprures: that we dre unalterably opposed to the

OPppose endeavors to hiess same-sex relationships.”
The key word, he asserted, “is not coalition byt cooper-
on.”
As for the Prayer Book Soclety, “we continye to regard
® 1928 book as the only repository of the faith of the
‘hurch” he said. “if it hag Dot been changed, none of

these other things, such as women's Ordinat;
have happened. We rely on the Prayer bogy bs:' Woyq
‘pray. our faith and what we pray is What we be“ev:s§ We

)
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episcopal bench, and more emphatically sq in the
and!lay orders. And the AEC has committed it tcleriCa,
ing for unity: O'striy,.
All that remains, really, is for a few fearfy) !
bishops to get with the program. |f they don’t i Clicap,

short on options. Most of their clergy and thejr P Olsl}é dre
not of their mind. They really have nowhere else to'gy dre
message of the Traditional Anglican Communion i c.le e
unity or annihilation. The message of the Gospel is Clear:
ongoing proclamation and growth, or decline and disa;i

pearance. The choice seems to be a simple one, iy

—

——

NOTICE TO READERS: Due to Space constraints
caused by the more-than-usual number of significant
news events for which coverage was necessary in
this issue, the “25 Years Ago” column for November
willlrun'in the December issue:

A DOORWAY TO SILENCE

The Contemplative Use of the Rosary

‘This unique book on the Rosany is golden! text, teaching
much onl prayer and its many ways. It is a treasure chest
for all who want to|pray in the simplicity of the open heart
$8.95 (U.S.). Also available: THE ROSARY by Austin
Farrer. A new, refreshing look at this beautifu] prayer.
$2.50 (U.S.). And, THE PEOPLES ROSARY BOOK.
$1.95 (U.S.). Send order with payment to: Holy Rosary
Apostolate, PO, Box 263 (Dept. €), Zurich, Ontario,
Canada NOMI 2770,

FOR SALE—
AUTOGRAPHED BOOKS

I'shall'be very happy:to filllorders by maillfor cop-
ies of my most recent books—PRAYER: THE
DIVINE DIALOG ($4.95); THE ETERNAL YOU
($8.95); and 3000 QUOTATIONS ON CHRISTIAN
THEMES ($9.95)—and| will sign or inscribe them
d5 you request. Please malke checls payable to
me and add one dollar for cost of handling and
mailing.

The Rev. Dr. Carroll E. Simcox
3206 Heritage Clircle
Hendersonville, NC 28739
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B /SHOPS continued from page 13

—  Comfortable Untidiness

Most participants had arrived for the conference wear-
ing business suit and the purple or magentaishirts that cus.
comnarily identify bishops. Greetlng each other in the dim,
cavernous: mqrble-floored, multi-level lobbies of the
sprawling Omni Shoreham: Hotel, they looked like extras

turning uP for a camera call on a Cecil B, DeMille movie

setiéeasonably proper dress lasted through Sunday, and
then the majority. qf the House retreated to the comfort-
able untidiness that has characterized their gatherings for
well overa decade.

The Rt. Rev. David Theuner, 51, Bishop of New Hamp-
shire since 1986, wore the same pair of wrinkled'shorts on
the first day, that he sported on the last, when he came
repeatedly to one ofi the microphones onithe floor.

‘iHow/can you miss my yellow sweater?"" cried the boy-
ish Bishop of Rochester, the William'G. Burrill, 56, seeking
recognition from the chair.

f anything, the inclusion: of wives in the meeting in
response to the feminist movement added'toithe informal-
ity and seemed to impose an inappropriate influence on
the bishops' voting. Although there were separate wom-
enis programs, many. toolk their places beside their hus-
bands at every session. Anna Hathaway of Pittsburgh
lknitted with admirable detachment. An attractive, anxious
Ghristine Spong stayed close to her bridegroom of nine
months. Another’s trendy blouse exactly'matched the pur-
ple of her husband's shirt, the perfect episcopal couple.
Gone were the days when! dignified! bishops enjoyedithe
masculine affability as they took their places in alphabeti-
cal order or according to the year of consecration, with
the retired bishops relegated to the (front rows—the val-
ley of the shadow,’ as it was called.

“What if U.S. Senators were seated with! their wives,’
aslked a local Episcopalianiwho stopped by to ebserve the
spectacle: “What if it allowed retired Senators to speak?"
he wondered aloud evenias the former Bishop ofiNorthern
Indiana, William Sheridan, 73, askediin' the last few: min-
utes before adjournment that General Convention not
withdraw, the privilege of seat and vote for bishops who
no longer occupy the office to which they were elected.
Nodding approval were such old familiar faces as Moore
of New:York, I{rtumm, Montgemery; Allison, Parsons, Hast-
ings, Appleyard, Righter, Turner, Burgess, McAllister, Coch-
rane, Ogilby, Morton, Rivera, Charles, Davidson, Stewart,
and several others:

mated at $25,000). Small wonder there was no voice
raised against continued exploration of meeting at church
conference centers or state parks where shorts and sweat-
ers go unremarked. Whatever the meeting place. in &
metropolis or the mountains, episcopal salaries ranging as
high as $100,000 a year continue In effect with generous
health care and pensions. How firm a foundation; ye saints
of the Lord!' @

FOR SALE

Altar—$500 + shipping
18" Brass Altar Crucifix—$150
Two pair of Altar Candlesticks—$ 150 each
Altar Bells—$ 100
Traditional Red Cope—$ 100
Contemporary Green Cope—$50
Black Vestment Set—3$ 100
Complete Solemn White Set—$500
Lightweight Complete Solemn Set—%$250
Two Green Vestment Sets—3$ 100
Linen White Vestment Set—$ 100
Contemporary Red Solemn Set—$300
Contemporary Rose Vestment Set—$75
White Vestment Set—$75
Violet Vestment Set—3$75
Green Frontal 7' Long—$500
Two Altar Service Books—$125 each
Stoles—$ 100 each
Burse and Veil Sets—$100 each

We have access to other black, red, and violet vest-
ment sets nat in stocl. Please inquire.

Fr. Stephan Heimann
717/337-3996

Nostra Cu[pa‘

Included in our coverage of the nomination of Bishop George
Carey as Archbishop of Canterbury in the September issue was
a poem entitled Race For Canterbury: Lambeth Ho!. The third
line from the bottom: should have read “The noted Lambeth
Point to gain” instead of “pain.” ’

Also in our September issue, The Lord Sudeley’s relationship
toithe (English) Prayer Book Society was misstated!in & caption
which' accompanied a photograph of his appearance, with
Bishop Thomas Kleppinger, at the Church of the Incarpation: in
Quakertown, Pennsylvania. Lord Sudeley is. in fact, the Patron
of the Society:

TCE regrets both enrors.
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Didithe quality of the week-long deliberations justify the
juggling of schedules, the expense, and the absence ofi the
shepherds fromitheir dioceses? Except for a morning given
over to hearing fromithe seminary deans, the bishops pur-
sued! al largely idealistic course far removed from parish
life. Their priests and people struggled with the usuallfall
problems of stewardship and Sunday School—not to men-
tion the larger concenns ofidwindling congregations, prop-
enty upkeep, and pastoral care—but these matters didnot
touch thelHouse:

The soaring, staggering cost of transporting bishops and
wives from posts as widely separateds as Honelulu"and
Paris, or Oregon and Panama, dwarfed even the cost of
cut-rate room charges of $1105 a night, double or single (a
total of $132,000) or two dozen: meals; (minimally esti-



oW

Australian Bishop Sus_pequ Plans
For Unilateral Ordinations,
Though Pressure Still On

Within a couple weeks after the Bishop 'of Ca}nberra and
Goulburn, said he would ordain Australia’s first women

priests in February despite the lack of na_tional church per-
mission for the move, Bishop Owen Dowling announged he
would wait for the church's Appellate Tribunal to give an
opinion on his proposed action, a process that could'take'a
year or more.

However. more recent reports indicate that the momen-
tum for women priests is still high in Australia—two or three
other diocesan synods have expressed encouragement for
their bishops to ordain women as soon as legal issues have
been clarified—and that the Tribunal's deliberations could
be completed earlier than first thought, perhaps before
Easter. Evidently, criticismi of the'longen process first pre-
dicted resulted in an shortened tentative timetable.

In the absence of a General Synod' enabling canon,
Bishop Dowling had intended to ordain women: on: the
basis of legislation passediby his diocesan synod last year,
and on his “authority as a bishopin the Church of God to
ordain canonically fit deacons,” reported Church Times.

The national president of Australia's Movement for the
Ordination of Women, Dr. Janet Scarfe of Melbourne,
reportedly said that threats of legal injunctions and “vacilla-
tions™ from church leaders supposedly in favor of women’s
ordination had combined to “intimidate” Dowling. The
bishop denied this, indicating that he had decided to
respect the processes of the Appellate Tribunal.

The Tribunal's timetable still remains in question, though
the story said it is believed that a set of exhaUSﬂ\;e ues-
tions about the right of individual bishops and dioces%s to

ordain is being|framed under the guidance of the acting pri-
mate, the Most Rev. Keith Rayner, himself a membem% {)h;
mgg‘man Tribupai. R‘e‘ayner, newly elected Archbisrh% 45
of won!;';:?, 1@ fiberal “Catholic” who favors the ordination

The Tribunal's deliberations come
tralian dioceses legislating for the ord?r?e:tri\gnnoufnv‘vber 2ie s
tinues to increase, said the story, Adelaide wh e
had been serving as Archbishop ntil his recery g <.
Melbourne, joined the list recently, markin ST
reversal for the formerly conservative Ang,cf_’ca dramatic

cese. At the same time, the Dioceses of T atholic dio-
Bathurst passed r i 1t > O% 18Smania and
2AInUnst p esolutions calling for the Spe :

tion of women once the legal situation was of ). "N
bourne earlier passed legislation to go aheaganﬂe.d' Mok
with women priests, but the Tribunal ruled thyg p. 15 27
would have been unconstitutional within that j the move
Dowling's surprise backdown eom;;s""cuon,

the ordination of women in the Australian Chu
noted. The Archbishop of Sydney, the Mosi rH N e
Robinson—a member of the Tribunal anq ev, Ona|g
superior—condemned Dowling’s propose : D.OW'ing's
According to Anglican Media' Mailing, RObinSOrdmatiO“S
ordinations would have constituted “a departwn ad the
tradition received from the apostles and maintaie from T
Anglican Churchifrom the beginning. A bishap L:ed Vithe
server and defender of the tradition of hjg e -a.cop.
accordwhichibinds the dioceses of the Anglican léfch. he
Australia together regards some tenets as f Rurch of
and unalterable, others as alterable only with 4 hi aMenty)
of consensus.” If Bishop Dowling and the diog esge degree
proceed with their original plans, Robinson sajq thé"/erg to
would repudiate this basis of union ‘by deciding ynjja .0
to go ahead without reference to General Synog at :lt[eraliy
without the concurrence of the province of which o and
part.” Yiareig

The traditionalist Bishop' of. Ballarat, John Hazley
also said that his diocese would not accept women priood’
under any circumstances. Ests

But support for Dowlingiand his initial plans hag com
from theiBishop of Rockhampton, George Hearn, who saig
that helintendedto/ordain women priests as soon as itwas
possible; and thel Bishop ofi the Northern Territory, Clyde
Wood, who offered to' participate in the originally-planneq
February ordinations.

Tihe: story said that there are 120 women deacons in 20
Australianidieceses:.

Death Of Muge
Increases Tension
Between Church And
Kenyan Government

The recent deathi ofi Kenyan Bishop Alexander Muge of
Eldoret in an automebileraceident, shortly after his lifelwas
threatened by al government minister, has increased
church-state tensionsiand thrust the churchiinto a danger-
ous confrontativel rolel with: President Daniel arap Moi,
accordingito Episcopal Church sources who have recently
returned from Kenya.

“The AnglicaniChurch in'Kenya will never be the'same—

it istnow the principal vehicle of opposition to the govern-
ment, whether it likes' it or net,” Bishop Eurman' Stough,
senior executive for mission planning and director ofithe
Presiding Bishop's Fund' for World Relief, was quoted as
saying by Episcopal News Service. Stough and!Diane!Ror-
ter, public ministries officer, represented: the Episcopal
Chureh at the funeral of Bishop Muge, an outspoken eritic
of the Kenyan government who was killed on August 14
while returning from a visit to the Busia district of his dio-
cese.
“The people of Kenya have in effect put the mantle of
opposition on the church,” Stough reported. “This isi &
watershed for that nation. Either the Moi government will
begin tollift some of the restrictions or things will' become
much worse;” Stoughi cbserved.

“The people now have a vehicle, a channel for their
grievances, their anger and frustration—and that is the
death of Bishop Muge,” Stough continued: “Something|

. snapped. It ultimately doesn't make any: difference whatthe
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More From Victoria
—

BISHOP CHARLES BOYNTON of the ACC-U.S. (left) makes the offi-
cial presentation of a magnificent pectoral cross, held by Archdea-
con Wellborn Hudson, tol Archbishop Louis Falk, newly elected
primate of the Traditional Anglican Communion (TAC), which was
formalily established at a late September meeting in British Colum-
bia. The cross, first given to Boynton's father by the Armenian patri-
arch early in this century, is a permanent donation by Boynton to
Falk and all future TAC primates. At right, the first clergyman
ordained for the new. Continuing Church in Ireland, Deacon Thomas
Patton(center), is surrounded after his ordination service in Victoria
by (from left) Bishop Robert Crawley of the Anglican Catholic
Church of Canada (ACCC) Archbishop Falk, Bishops Robert Mercer
of ACCC and/Robin Connors of ACC-U.S.

facts are; the people believe that the government was
involved in some wayin his death:”

LLabor Minister Peter Okondo, who! publicly said Muge
might not return from his visit to Busia alive, earlier
resigned in the wake of public reaction, and Moi has prom-
ised a high-level inquiny inte! circumstances: surrounding
the accident.

Stough and Porter arrived in Nairobi the day of the
funeral: When they, tried to/jeinithe procession to All Saints
Cathedral, thousands of mourners, in and around the
cathedral, blocked the way. Muge's casket was passed
along the shoulders of hundreds of chanting moumers,
according to'news reporits.

The service itself was tense, with: many speeches about
the martyrdom of Muge and the complicity of the govern-
mentiin his death, according to' Stough: The congregation
barredisome government ministers from the cathedral and
even forcibly ejected one who was, regarded as a critic of
thelchurchisirole.

The scene the following day, at the funeral at Keino Sta-
dium inlEldoret, was lless confrontative, a “great display: of
grief that invelved the whole town," according to Porter.
PresidentMoi had asked for a delay in the'servicelbecause
it coincided! with the' memorial for Kenya's' foundinglpresi-
dent, Jomo Kenyatta. The church defiantly refused to
change the date. Archbishop Manasses Kuria'said it was
“fitting to/ bury Bishop Muge on August 22 so that in the
future these two great Kenyans could be remembered .
together. Kurialadded that the church willinot weakeniafter
Muge's death but instead “will grow from strength to
strength because those who died in Christ were the seed of
the church:”

BishopiMuge's widow, Herma, vowed tatake upherhus-
bandis struggle: I will fight andibattle until'God comes:to
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take me away,” she told the crowd estimated at 25,000.

Other speakers vowed that the struggle Muge symbol-
ized would now. be taken up and intensified by other church
leaders, opening thel possibility for a dangerous confronta-
tion between the church and the Moi government. Yet Kuria
held out what might be an olive branch when he'said, “The
church wants reconciliation with the government and not a
fight. . . It is our wish to have a government that we could
cooperate with, ene that would love us!” The absence of
any. government representatives suggested how deep the
rift islbetween church and state in the nation.

“The church in Kenya needs our moral support; they
want visitors and high visibility at this time of extreme vul-
nerability,” said Stough. “Inithe leng run, the only way the
government will respond and' make some changes is
through! international economic pressure.” Porter said she
also heard' some: suggestions that economic sanctions
against Kenya might be required inithe future. She agreed
with Stough that the Kenyan church leaders “were very
grateful we had come” and expressed an eagerness to be
remembered in the prayers of other churches in the Angli-
can Communien during this dangerous time.




What'’s the Word?
By The Ven. Dr. Carroll E. Simcox

Vile Affections

It is often saidl that St. Augustine’s great treatise titled The
City of God is the first and greatest of all Christian philosophies
of history. It may be the greatest, and it is certainly the biggest.
but it is by no means the' first. Three-plus centuries earlier, St.
Paul wrote the first such treatise, consisting of just [4 verses:
Romans 1:18-32. I'mi sure you keep your Bible ever close at
hand. so read it now. Then we’ll talk. (Pause for five minutes
while you read.)

‘[he first thing we may say. having read it, is that Paul’s trea-
tise. like Homer's Iliad. is the story of a mighty wrath. Homer
sings the wrath of Achilles, Paul the wrath of God. They are
diametrically differing wraths. but they are both wraths.
Achillest is the wrath of human hate; God's is the wrath of
divine love. Achilles’ is the wrath of insulted pride; God's the
wrath of wounded love.

Paul postulates (vv. 19-21) that we can “see” the invisible God
as he really is by extrapolating from his visible works his sover-
eign purposes for us and for the rest of his creatures, and he
declares that we are “without excuse™ for having fallen into the
dreadful estate in which we now are in the world. Willfully
turning from our clear vision of God as he is, which God gave
us at our beginning, we as a genus of creation. the human race,
have become idolators of ourselves and of other creatures; we
have changed the truth of God into a lie, and we have worshiped
the creature more than the Creator.

And for this cause God has gnen us up unto vile affections.

INOow, we may ask. was this, is this, such a very loving thing
for God to do? Does a lovmg human parent do any such thing to
his child who rebels. or iznores what his parent has shown him
to be good? Paul would have us understand that there is a great

difference between the good human parent and the divine parent
in this respect. If you don't discipline your wayward child in
due season, you nisk his getting himself lost to vou and all virtu-
ous and godly living. God takes no such risk when he gives his
wayward children up to their vile affections. His love has been
wounded, his majesty outraged, his beauty defiled; but God can

All this orary blathier about
“life-styles” and ““sexual preferences’ is
expfesswc of the prevailing blindness to

eality. . . When we know God as fie is and
we ily and (oving(s t our role o
ﬁaPBitfxyeme sm the right u{es
ofa((tﬁztﬁmgsﬁeﬁasﬁm&mtoourﬁemg
at our creation.,

take the long view—if for no other reason' than that he cani see
the endlof all things; and'he knowsthat he will'never get what he
wants| to have from his children unti/—like the prodigal son' in
the immortal parable—they have come to themselves and
returned to him! at last.

The human race as Paul describes it in its fallen: state is the
far-wandering, foolish; sick, increasingly desperate son in the
far country:

In this miniscule Christian philosophy: of history: is also! the
core ofta Christian natural theology. This tells us that when we
know God'as he is and we happily and' lovingly accept our role
oftfilial obedience, God'shows us the right uses ofi all the'things
he has built intorour being at our creation. Some ofi these' are
obvious to ordinary commonisense: the ears to hear, the nose to
smell, the eyes toisee, et al. Not so immediately obvious: but
none the'less plain toisee (if we want to see them) are the uses of
our sexual nature and the proper use of its special equipment.
What happens wheni we doi not see this, or see it but do not
believe and accept it and order our lives accordingly, Paul
describes in'vv. 26-27.

Lesbianismiand'sodomy are not the only fruits of our rejection
of that knowledge of ourselves which goes along with our rejec-
tion of the/knowledge of God. Paul mentions quite a few (vss.
29-31), such! as fornication, covetousness, maliciousness, envy,
murder, pride, cruelty—indeed, allithings that make life hell for
ourselves and! for others. They are all' traceable to the same
cause: the deliberate rejection of the knowledge of God.

The closing verse seems to me' the most shattering: “Who
knowing the judgment of God, that they which do such' things
are worthy oft death, not only dol the same, but have pleasure in
themi that do them.”

[t'is the ultimate degradation and infamy: knowing that our
vile affections) are'ungodly but rejoicing in them and'in others
wholdo/them and insisting that it’s all'very jolly and we are all
verny happy. Can this perhaps explain why sodemites choose' to
call themselves *“gays??

All'thisicontemporary: blather about “life-styles’ and “sexual
preterences’ isiexpressive ofithe prevailing blindness to reality:
Each ofithose phrases impliesthat in all matters of sexual behav-
10t we are free tolchoose what we want—like choosing the high
style of the jet set (if we can'afford'it) or the choice of night
shirts ift we prefer them! to pajamas.

Until we' cease (ol find pleasure in our vile affections—on
rather, until we cease to'dope ourselves into feeling that “this is
the life!l”—we must remain in' misery until' we come to OUL
rightful minds and'return to our Father. We remember that the
father in/Christ’s story undoubtedly. grieved! for his lost son but
he did'not go into the far country looking for him. He seemed to
know: that the foolish'boy would come home when! he had run
out of money and friends. God the Father goes beyond that: he
sends Somebody after us. But even He does not yank us away
fromyour precious freedom to be happily wretched. We must
begin by making a lbrave effort to yank ourselves out off the
swine pit. That won’t work, of course; it's in'exactly, the same
category as lifting ourselves by our own boot-straps. But  He
Who'Comes s beside us in the pit, and if we simply tunnour=
selves over to Him he will give us the necessary leg-up and'set
us on our way toward home,
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Newsclips
o\ O O ULV R GO G (G U G
ANGLICAN-INTERNATIONAL

THE ANGLICAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC INTERNA-
TIONAL COMMISSION, at its meeting in Dublin in early
September, approved the final text of its statement on “The
Church as Communion.” reports Ecumenical Press Service.
The text, which now goes to church: authorities for their
consideration, has as a premise that efforts to come to
Anglican-Roman Catholic agreement on: matters of faith
have to be “rooted in an increasingly shared understanding
9f the nature of the church.” The text says the two traditions
e_llready share a real, though, as yet, imperfect commus-
nion.” It explores the theme of communion in the scriptures
and' addressed questions of church “sacramentality. . .
apostolicity, catholicity, and holiness.”

_The Church of England's Crown Appointments Commis-
sion has begun meetings to select A SUCCESSOR TO
THE BISHOP OF LONDON, DR. GRAHAM LEONARD,
reports The Daily Telegraph. The appointment to the third
Mmast senior position in the chureh hierarchy is regarded as
vital toi the: future of the Church. The Commission, which
meets in secrecy, is expected to hold its final meeting this
month, and a successor to LLeonard, who! retires when he
reaches age 70 next May, could be named by Bewning
Street before the end of 1990. The story said Evangelicals
are said toibe pressing for a dynamic candidate who will
rectify' what they regard as serious problems within the dio-
cese. Privately, they cite poor levels of church attendance
andi the high incidence of homosexual clergy: in: London.
But the powerful Anglo-Catholic lobby wants to: preserve
the diocese as' a traditionalist strengheld from which
woemen priests (if they are approved in the € of E) would\be
bgrred. Candidates they would find acceptable include the
Bishop! of Wakefield, David Hope, the Bishop: ofi FPoris-
mouth, Timothy Bavin, or even the Archdeacon of Leices-
ter, David Silk. The Bishop of Chelmsford, John Waine,
who'is widely thought to have been the Commission’s sec-
ond choice for Canterbury, could emerge as aleading con-
tender because he is regarded as a goed manager and
could prove acceptable to allfactions, saiditheirepert.

“TRACTION” (TRADITIONAL ANGLICAN ACTION) is
a new orthodox groupiin the Church of England. Accord-
ingito: The Evangelical Catholic, it has formed four “tradi-
tional chapels” outside the diocesan structure. These
provide “traditional worship, teaching and pastoral care to
those distressed members of the Church who desire! it.”
TRACTION was launched early last year by members of
the Movement for a Continuing Church of England
(MCECE), and will initiate such a church there “should the
continuing heresies of the leaders of the Church af
England make this necessary." The group stresses ortho-
dox doctrine, the primacy of the prayer book, and the
nee evangelism and teaching: Predominantly a lay
I ment, the group's honorany secretary explainediinia
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letter to Chureh Times that “Our chapels must necessarily
fall outside Church structures, but we see no future in
contributing to the acrimony that seems to be invading all
sections of the Church in the arguments over controver-
sial issues. This can only harm the future of Christianity in
this country.” TRACTION is separate from still another
small group which has formed a nascent Continuing
Church in England, recently taken under the wing of the
new. Traditionall Anglican Communion (See special report
in this issue). However, it appears that the three traditional
groupings in England are in contact with'one another.

AROUND 15 PERCENT OF CHURCH OF ENGLAND
CLERGY ARE HOMOSEXUAL, according fo a study by a
psychologist who specializes in stress, reports Church
Times. Homosexual priests suffer from abnormally high
stresslevels because they fear the consequences of being
“open; says Clergy Under Stress by Dr. Ben Fletcher, head
of the psychology division at Hatfield Polytechnic. A large
number could alse be described as being depressed “ata
case level” says the book. Fletcher based his findings on
questionnaires sentto 390 priestswho attended homoesex-
ual clergy support groups. They were asked to filt in the
forms onlyif they were definitely homosexual, butthey were
notaskedwhetherornottheywere ‘practicing” Onithe sup-
position that for every one in the survey there were two or
three more clergymen whowere homesexual, said the story,
the author estimates the total figure of about 1,400'homo-
sexual priestsinthe Cof E. The response rate from the 390
he approached was 44 percent. And, of those in the sam-
ple, the largest number (36 percent) were fromthe dioceses
of London and Southwark. In addition, the vast majority of
those in the support groups were ‘liberal Catholic” While
a quarter were said to be in “stable relationships;” in the
words of the story, Fletcher reportedly blames the church
and its structures for the promiscuity and stress hel found
among homosexual clergy. Fletcher evidently makes no
mention of church-sponsored homosexual healing minis-
tries as a solution, but rather argues that—since findings
show: that those in stable homosexual relationships are
less stressed than the rest—it is time the church changed
its policy to.one which distinguishes between faithful same-

_sex relationships and' those of a more temporary nature.
He says the church needs to set up a confidential, indepen-

dent counseling service, to encourage stable same-sex
relationships, and establish a comptrehensive support
groupinetwork.

BISHOP PENNY JAMIESON. newly-inducted Anglican
diocesan ofiDunedin, New Zealand, has revealed her views
on abertion, saying that she sees noneed for alaw to pie-
tectunborn.children because she considers abartion amat-
ter of “private:and personal morality” and not one for public
legislation. She also spoke favorably of embryo researeh,
according to Humanity (New. Zealand). The New Zealand

; Herald seemed to take a somewhat dim! view. of the new

woman bishop, sayinglin an editorial entitled “Battering
downianotherentry” thatthe “crashingof Dr Penny Jamie-
son's crosier” uponthe door of the cathedral duningher en-
threnement service ‘willibe heardimuch further afield than
Dunedin. . . Anglicans in manyother countries, continued!
theeditorial, “still hesitate about women inthe priesthood:
Butenly [recently] the Anglican Churehinilrela
its firstwomen priests\with a warning fromitheirb




ifidissidentelergymenidislikedithe change he did not much
want to hear about it. Outside New Zealand (other Angli-
cans) may be surprised how calmly women priests have
been accepted, saidthe editorial. “They may. also notice

 that men who remember St. Paul's injunction that 'it is
shameful for'a woman to speak in the church' forget that
Paullquoted as his authority the laws of a faith from which
theiChristiani Church has diverged”

The ANGLICAN CHURCH IN|NEW ZEALAND, consid-
ered by many to be the most theologically radical in the
Anglican Communion, has published a new prayer book.
According to The Rock, a paraphrase of its new Lord's
Prayer appears in these words; Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker,
Fain-bearer, Life-giver, sources of alf that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all, loving God, in whom is heaven;
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The
way of your justice be followed by the peaple of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all. created beings! Your.com-
monwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and
come onearth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In
the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In time of
temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to
enaure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For
you reigniin the glory of the power that is love now and.for
ever. Amen.

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEARCH for evidence of con-
tinuous Christian worship in England since the martyrdom
of Saint Alban will begin in 1991, according to Church
Times. The story says that a “dig” will take place in the
grounds of St. Albans Cathedral, and with the hope of find-
ingabasilica that was constructed shortly after the death of
Alban (somewhere between 209 A.D. and the early fourth
century), a buildingwhich remained until 789, when a mon-
astery was built at the site. The present abbey was begun
in 1077 after the Norman Conguest. The aim is to discover
whetherthe present cathedral is built on the site of the orig-
inal church.

THE RT. REV. FRANKLIN H. SELLARS, Bishop of
Chicago, is the new presiding bishop of the Reformed Epis-
copal Church{REC), founded in 1873, Elected at the Evan-
gelical Anglican body's triennial General Council in
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, May 23-25, Sellars succeeds
Bishop Williami Jerdan of SouthiCarolina. In addition, the
Rt. Bev. Royal U. Grote, assistant bishop inthe REC's New
York and Philadelphia Synod, was chosen as missionary
bishop for the BREC's western missionary jurisdiction, while
the Rev. Robert Booth of Philadelphia, was elected bishop
for foreign missions. In other business, the Council passed
resolutions deploring extramarital sexuality and homosex-
uality, and condemning abortion exceptinicases where the
life of the mother is endangered. A news release on the
meeting also states that “all attempts to change wording or
otherwise revise the Prayer Book of the REC met with great
esistance,” and a report on prayer book revision was

eferred back to committee without any action. The current
prayer book remains as it has been since (ts last revision in
1982. And on another matter—ordaining women, which the

consider a proposal to place specific restrictions
inons of the church stipulating that males only are
he offices of bishop or presbyter. The order of

0

deacons was not mentioned. The release said the question
of\womenisiordination has not been considered beforeiin a
Generall Council, and the proposal just made, though
referredtoa study committee, was not well received by the
gathering. A reporter on' the accession of the 2,000-
member Reformed! Episcopal Churchi of Liberia was also
heard. The triennial General Council meeting welcomed
English REC Bishop Kenneth Powell and Canadian REC
Bishop Wilbur Lyle. In/addition to Liberia, the U.S., Canada
and England, there are Reformed Episcopal congregations
in' New! Zealand and India, and a deacon wasi recently
ordained for work in Germany.

IN BRIEF—

*THE KENYAN DIOCESE OF ELDORET—the see ofithe
late Bishop! Alexander Muge—has voted in prmcnple to
ordain women as priests. The unanimous: action of the
diocesan synod came shortly before Muge, who reportedly
supported women's ordination, was killed in a road crash.
The vote sets in process a study of the issue to be: pre-
sented to the 1992 synod. At present, the Diocese of
Maseno South!is the only Anglican diocese in Kenya that
ordains woemen. - Episcopal. New:s Service

*“MAY GOD HOLD YOU IN THE HOLLOW OF HER
HAND” was what 20 women priests andilay women sang at
a demonstration inside Dunedin, New Zealand's, Angllcan
Cathedrall at the consecrationi of Penelope: Jamiesen as
bishop of the diocese. This was claimed to be a “familiar
Celtic blessing:” - Episcopal News Service :

*IN SPITE OF DECLINING CHURCH' ATTENDANCE in
Britain, the country’s major religious buildings remain its
most popular attractions. Leading the list is: Westminster
Abbey, with 3:25 million visitors a year. Second'is St. Paul's
Cathedral, London, with nearly. as many, 80! percent of
them foreign. Third lis York Minster; unlike the! London
churches, York's 18,000 visitars per day at the August peak
are:mostly Britishi FourthiisiCanterbury Cathedral, mow:a
popular destination for'parties of Frenchi schoolchildren: -
Churchi Times

ANGLICAN-USA

GAY AND LESBIAN EPISCOPALIANS want their
chureh toi refuse: to hold'its general convention in states
that still have sodomy laws on the books. Integrity, a
national erganization of homosexuall men and wemen in
the Episcopall Church (ECUSA), attacked what it callgd_the
“perceived hypocrisy” of ECUSA. According toia Religious
News Service story in Christian News, one Integrity official
commented: ‘It angered me that the Episcopal Chureh
came very close to canceling the 1991 convention in
Phoenix because ofi Arizona's lack of alMartin lLutherKing
Jr. holiday, while saying nothing about the fact thatmany:of
us attending the convention will face’ possible cnmmal
charges for what we do with our life partmersiin the privacy
of our hotel reoms.”

THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF ST. BARTHOLO-
MEW'S CHURCH ON PARK AVENUE has been! upheld
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unanimoeusly in the federal court of appeals against a chal-
lenge by the Episcopal parish, which argued'that landmark
status interfered with its freedom of religion and its property
rights. From 1984-86, the landmarks commission rejected
three applications from the parish to demolish its historic
Community House on 50th Street in Manhattan, to make
way for a new. office tower which would provide augmented
INncome to support church activities, reported The New: York
Times. However, a parishioner opposed to the lawsuit
noted that the churchi has spent “enormous churchi funds
on [the] legal battle to demolish this great landmark.” The
court decision found no First Amendment violation' and
stated that the church “has failed to prove that it cannot
continue its religious practice in its existing facilities.” The
parishiwill'likely press the case before the Supreme Court.

Several articles by leaders in the Episcopal Church claim
that EVANGELIZING JEWISH PEOPLE IS WRONG and
Fhat the Scriptures are a source of anti-Semitism;, accard-
INg: to The' Evangelical Catholic. Bishop George Hunt of
Rhode ! Island attacked “the new evangelists’ in an official
church publication, saying that God's relationship with the
J_ews ‘remains an unfolding mystery that needs no correc-
tion' from Christians. Instead of converting the Jews, we
should be repenting of those terrible centuries of neglect
andi active persecution” He added that Christians should
not assume that God “has never addressedandcalled into
being other households of faith, Judaism and Islam being
the most ebvious cases’” Meanwhile, the Suffragan Bishop
of Maryland recommended using an edited!version of the
‘Passmn which changes all references to ‘the Jews” to
‘_they" or “the crowd” And the Lenteni edition of theideve-
tional booklet Forward Day by Day said that “the roots of
theological anti-Judaism lay squarely in the lessons read
during'the Lent-Easter sequence”

Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning's recent apparent
attack on biblical/traditional Episcopaliansiin an addressto
the Executive Council has engendered considerable NEG-
ATIVE REACTION FROM THE PEWS. A sampling of let-
lers to The Living Church'illustrates why: “Our Presiding
Bishopibemoans the fact that we are in danger of ‘reneging
on our commitment to be a truly inclusive chureh, one in
whichithere are noloutcasts, but nowhere does he mention
that this‘doctrine’ is being interpreted by someas ‘anything
goes' in'terms ofidoctrine’anddiscipline.. . .[he] speaksiofia
‘_new biblicismt. . . but nowhereldoes he mention the ignor-
inglofior even rebellion against the revealed truthioniwhich
our beloved! church is based. He speaks: about the
‘nomophebialwhich! threatens to unleash a hysteria which
makesithelpastoral care of our people/immeasurably more
difficult’ without mentioning that within.our churchithere!is a
militant homesexual lobby. . . The answer is not a‘magic
wand! or ‘grabbing [these he sees as troublemakers]iby.the
meck and shaking real hard. The answer is strongjleader-
shipiandloving discipline: Unless we get it, we are, | fear, a
family heading for theldivorce courts™ (lhe Rev: Brian €.
Hobden, Portsmouth, Virginia); ‘it seems Bishop Browning
finally'is becomingimore aware ofiwhat's happening, weeps
over the condition of the church; thenl offers hisiown solu-
0 rathen personalized, if forceful fashiom: ‘I want te

em by the neck and shake real hard. Does: he
“how muchi some others would like to shake
eaders dressed in purple?. . . libelieve there are:
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some persons, well-meaning, who cry over the state of the
church but proceed on their merry, liberal way, adding to
the confusion andidistress. It appears that all is not running
smoothly in the center ring, and the ring master is upset.
The tent may collapse on allof us, cancelingthe show with-
out the prospect of another perfermance or refund” (The
Rev. John R. Neilson, Scotch Plains, New Jersey); “. .. To
believe that homosexuality and lesbianism are contrary te
God's word in both' testaments is not to disobey the com-
mandment to/love thy neighbor as yourself! To believe that
the Bibleis the written word of God that should not be mod-
ified to suit theldemands of anjincreasingly hedonistic soci-
ety does not make one vengeful or simplistic. . .." (The
Rev. James G. Smith, Hastings, Florida); “. . . the Presiding
Bishop's stand is only one:step short of saying that truth
cannot be found except in the universality of human
thought. Scripture has never failed'to convey! that there'is
only one source and understanding of truth—Jesus Christ,
Lord and Savior. To state that in comprehensiveness and
diversity will truth most likely be apprehended is to turn'a
blind eye and a deaf ear to the fact that truth can and will be
found only when!we encounter Jesus. . ..” (Scott H. Hard-
ing, Leander, Texas); “Bishop Browning, did well to express
‘fear and frustration’ over the state of the chureh, but he
appears to be attacking the wrong targets. Some of the
issues enumerated by the Presiding Bishop as causing
problems for the Episcopal Church—a resurgence of bibli-
cism, an attempt to remove a bishop from: an important
committee, attempts to ‘impose binding doctrinal
propositions’—have been attempts to treat the symptoms
of our problems. Rather than criticizing those who try to
treat our problems, the Presiding Bishop might have
noticed those who! have caused the prablems—these who
deny the plain meaning or authority or relevance of scrip-
ture and the creeds, or those who take their agenda from
society andthenidemand that the churchibless it. . . Rather
than being ‘challenged to do great things for God, we all
would do well te/commit ourselves to'our Lord Jesus Christ
instead of to a truly inclusive church” (Dorothy W. Spauld-
ing, McLean, Virginia).

The Rev. George Swanson, the embattled rector of
ASCENSION CHURCH, JERSEY CITY, has taken his fight
against the Diocese of Newark to:an ecclesiastical appeals
court. Swansoen, who is suspended as a result of a dioce-
san court conviction of “conduct unbecoming” a clergy-
man, has unsuccessfully resisted efforts by Bishop John'S.
Spong and the diocese to take control of his parish in the
wake of a fire which destroyed the parish's church building.
A Star-Ledger article said that Bishop William Burrill, who
headed the unprecedented court session, emphasized that
the determination/of Swansen's status “would not be seon:”
In the meantime, the diocese appears to have wonits case
in civil courts over pessession of the proceeds of a fire
insurance policy: However, there has been no further move
by diocesanauthorities totake physical control of the prem-
ises or its remaining assets.

The Rev. Davidi Qusley, recter of St. James the Less
Church in Philadelphia, asserts that the preferred
approach for traditional Episcopalians in' dealing with
prelates whoiconsecrate women as bishops is to WITH-
HOLD SACRAMENTAL RECOGNITION of their episco-
pal orders. His remarks came in a paper read at &
meeting of the Episcopal Synod of Ameticals (ESA) leg-




islative councillast spring at Denver, according to a story
in'the ESA's news publication, Foundations. (The text
was printed in full'in' ESA's theological publication, The
Evangelical Catholic.) Dr. Ousley, the editor of the spirit-
ual journal, Pilgrimage, said that non-recognition side-
steps  arguments’ about whether the consecrator of a
woman bishop has forfeited the validity of. his orders, but
that, nonetheless, it “requires that business as usual not
continue. We may still recognize (such a bishop's)
canonicalright to visit, to meet with the vestry and exam-
ineithe parish records. But at the same time, we ought to
withheld our full recognition of his sacramental ministra-
tions, especially within our parishes.” The paper, com-
missioned last year by the Synod's legislative body,
wrestles with the question of how! traditienalists should
deal with bishops who, by consecrating women bishops,
invelve themselves in what he calls heresy and schism:
“Non-recognition is not so much a solution as a step
along the way: a necessary one, but by no means the
final'one. For our goal is not to be out of full communion,
butiin full communion with (and under the jurisdiction of)
aisound bishop. Our moderation is clear in that we' are
not extendingjthe usual penalty due to heretics: repelling
them from the Holy Communion. Instead we are merely
withholding eur formal recognition of their ministrations
of Word and Sacrament.” Ousley’s Anglo-Catholic par-
ish; founded over 140 years age, dropped the name of
the Bishop of Pennsylvania from its liturgical commemo-
rations on the Sunday after both bishops took part in the
consecration of Barbara Harris as suffragan bishop of
Massachusetts.

THE FEIRST AMERICAN INDIAN DEACON, David
Pendleton Oakerhater, a Cheyenne warrior who began in
his ministry in the late' 19th century, was honored recently
by a convergence of American Indians on Central New
York from as far away as Alaska. In full native dress, they
took part in one of the most colorful festival processions
everstagediat St. Paul's Cathedraliini Syracuse. While/Cen-
tral New York is a long way from Cheyenne country,
Oakerhater was'baptized, confirmed and ordained in Cen-
tral New York, where his mentor was the Rev. John! B.
Wicks of'Paris Hill, wholin 1881 accompanied him to Okla-
homatoihelp him begin his lifelong mission among his peo-
ple. Episcopal News Service said the event was billed as
the Oakerhater Onondaga Celebration Festival Eucharist,
The Onondaga Nation of the Iroquois has its home just
south of Syracuse, where the Episcopal presence is signi-
fied by the Church of the Good Shepherd Among the
Onondagas. For those Indian Episcopalians, the day had
another important dimension: the silver communion set
given by Queen Anne in 1712'to “her Indian Chappel of the
Onondawgus” was used in Central New York for the first
time, on loan from St. Peter's Church, Albany, the silver's

official repository. St. Peter's became the home for the sil-

ver set because it was not until 1816 that an Episcopal mis-
sion was officially established on the Onondaga
reservation, and by that time St. Peter's had been recog-
nized by the colonial government of New: York as the com-
munion sets repository, and it has remained there ever
. The permission by the vestry of St. Peter’s for the set

: e recent festival Eucharist was regarded as
step in healing longstanding wounds over its

Tihe head of the UNITED! EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF
NORTHIAMERICA, the Rt. Rev. Albion W. Knight Jr., has
assertedithat the customarny assertion: that “Scripture, Tra-
dition, and Reason,” form! a ‘three-legged: stool” for deter-
mining| doctrine' s erroneous. Writing in Glad Tidings,
Bishop! Knight: cited both Romani Catholic doctrinal' devel-
opments (the infallibility of the'Pope, and the immaculate
conceptiontand assumptioniof the! Virgin Mary) and liberal
theological trends' (approval of homosexual lifestyles) as
waysin whichireason? can beiused as a way to overcome:
clear Christianidoctrinal understandings of truth. He wrote:
“libelievethatithisithree-legged stooliis a false and incorrect
foundation for:the Anglican! Faith. The! Thirty-Nine! Articles
of Religioni define Anglicanism as! it was' solidified by’ the
16thicentury English Reformation. The Articles affirmiin the
strongest possibleiway that the only: foundation for our faith
isiHoly!Scripture. Sola Seriptura wasithe keymote of the Ref-
ormation. Their affirmation/was;that ‘If it is not in the Holy,
Bible; it is not' doctrine In' this time! of doctrine: which
changes daily to suit the plans of the ecclesiastical struc-
ture, we need toistand!on the:sole and solid foundation of
Holy Seripture and not enia wobbly three-legged stool of
Scripture, Tradition and Reason.’

Tihe evangelical Bishopiofithe!Riol Grande, the Rt. Rev.
Terence Kelshaw, has' dispelled: RUMORS THAT HE
WON'T; ORDAIN'WOMEN!by/ordaining Gayle Marshipriest
in  August. The! Rio! Grande Episcopalian said that, when
asked about his position concerning the ordination of
women, Dr. Kelshaw—who' had served! as' a professor at
Episcopall School for Ministry int Ambridge, Pennsylvania,
an “evangelical™ institution, before’ being consecrated—
said that “ihe" best' response isi no response, simply:
because any response will put'me in a box and! dignify/the
rumor. l'al prefer, as the Archbishop! of Canterburny-
designate saidl recently, not to be' pinned dewn! theologi-
cally’so that Ilcanibe allowed to'be' a free' man of Christ.
The church in'itsicounsels had made a decision: to ordain
women; but not [to] discriminate against' people: who! will
net, for good theological reasons, do so: That is what the
House of Bishops said in Philadelphia in' 1989. The!issue
hereis notoneiof.gender; rather, itiis'an issue [of] fitness for
service asordained clergy. Imencouraged that we have an
Archbishop who willlhelp the Church look beyond thelisste
of gender” In addition to' thus escaping the wrath of the
women's ordination lobby, Kelshaw: recently excited!contro-
versy. when, having! reportedly: signed! a presentment
against Newark Bishop Johni Spong for the! latter's ordina-
tioniof a\practicing homosexual, he'later claimedihedid not
know it was a presentment and withdrew permission for his
nameitoibeiused!in the action. Pressure fromithe presiding
bishop's office is widely presumed to have been involved in
Kelshaw's flip-flop on the presentment of Spong, though
the nature of Kelshaw's motivation in Ms. Marsh's ordina-
tion remains openi to speculation.

PR ANE o Ja a e R

IN' BRIEF—
“EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN'BOSTON!has,

oni its own authority, revisedl the Nicene Creed! (already.

heavily: modified'in'the 1979 versioniof the! prayer bock)ito

include feminine imagery inithe Godhead. In theimewspeak
creed, God is not identified asi Father but is neutral, while:
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the Son remains masculine. But speaking ofithe Holy Spirit
the parish's version says: “With: the Creator and the
Redeemer she is worshipped and glorified; She' has spo-
ken through the prophets.” - The Evangelical Catholic

*THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH FACES A DRIFT
TOWARD FUNDAMENTALISM AND MORALISM in' the
1890s, and Episcopalians will experience pressures to con-
formito conservative values, said Suffragan Bishop Walter
Dennisi of New York in his keynote address to' the annual
convocation of the Brotherhood of St. Gregory, held in
August in New York. Bernard Bush, a prominent Jesuit
author who directed the brotherhood's two-day: retreat,
challenged the brotherhood to avoid the tempting path of
plind reliance on authority. The theme was taken upiagain
in'a sermon by Br. Tobias Haller. Offering the Egyptianipyr-
amids as a metaphorical emblemiof authority, Haller spoke
of a hierarchy “with nothing at its heart but an embalmed
dead body.” - Episcopal News Service.

*TWO DIOCESE OF CHRIST THE KING PARISHES; St.
Matthew's, Newport Beach, and St. Mark's, Torrance, Cali-
fornia, have been received into the Anglican Catholic
Church, the largest Continuing Church body: - The Trinitarian

*BISHOP ROBIN CONNORS, rector of St. Francis'/Angli-
can Catholic Church, Spartanburg, South Carolina, has
observed his 20th anniversary at the parish. The eventwas
marked by announcement that the church’s mortgage had
been! paid!in full, an occurrence that is becoming increas-
ingly. common as the Continuing Churchi grows. - The
Trinitarian

*BISHOP THOMAS KLEPPINGER of. the Anglican
Catholic Churchis Diocese of the Resurrectionirecently cel-
ebrated the 20th anniversary of his ordination as priest. An
ebservance in his honor took place early this year at the
Pro-Cathedral of the Incarnation in’ Quakertown, Pennsyl-
vania. - The Trinitarian

*THE VEN. FREDERICK W. ROOT, archdeacon of the
American Episcopal Church’s Diocese of the West, died
June 9, three weeks after a serious automobile accident.
The 81-year-old Root, who had lost his wife in 1988, had
been a priest since 1978, serving Continuing Church con-
gregations continuously since that time. At the time of his
death, he was rector of Trinity Church, Bellevue and
Redmond, Washington. - The Sojourner of Redeemer

Church, Fairbanks, Alaska
*THE REV. BURGESS CARR, the native Liberian in
f African partnership affairs for the U.S. Episcpal
and a former staffer at the World Council of
es, has been named to head Episcopal Migration

F _
[Falirence H- Blackbur

e
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vaniaJuly 9 atthe age of 93. A World War | veteran, he had
servedparishesin Massachusetts and Ohio, had been ac-
tivein, and had written about, the ministry of spirituat heal-
ing, and was past president of the International Order of St.
Luke the Physician. He is survived by one son, Laurence,
one brother, Wallace, two grandchildren and one great
grandchild.

*“NEARLY 20 DISPARATE EPISCOPAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS involvediininternationalmission and ministry have
banded togetherformutual'cooperationin the newly-formed
Episcopal Council for Global Mission. — Episcopal News
Service

RELIGION-USA

A prominent Lutheran scholar noted for his protests
against church liberalism is leaving the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in/America and joining the Roman Catho-
lic Church, where he will prepare for the priesthood.
According to The Washington Post, RICHARD' J.
NEUHAUS said his “decision is the result of many years of
prayer, reflection, study,” and conversations in which he
took the position that the Reformation: was originally
intended as a temporary corrective in the Catholic Church,
not as a permanent establisnment.

In a brief filed with the U.S. Supreme Court, the Bush
Administration has reiterated its position that the courts
1973 decision legalizing ABORTION should be
overturned—but stopped short of asking justices to do so
in'two pending cases involving government-financed family
planning clinics in New York City. According to The New
York Times, the brief said that the courts “conclusions in
Roe that there is a fundamental right to an abortion and
that government has no compelling| interest in protecting
prenatal human life throughout pregnancy find no. support
in the text, structure, or history of the [American: federal]
Constitution” The issue is becoming increasingly. relevant
because of this years resignation of Justice: William
Brennan, who voted in favor of the Roe opinion 17 years
ago. The opinions of Judge David Souter, nominated to the
high court by President George Bush, are not clearly
known. Souter's background includes conservative poliitical
activity, and he is an Episcopalian known to favor the use of
the traditional 1928 Prayer Book in his New Hampshire par-
ish. He was widely believed at time of writing to be assured
of confirmation by, the Senate, in time te rule an this fe
cases. ; ; ey }
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fused'toiresign, they were fired “without discussion’ and
were prohibitedfromicarryingiany news ofitheirtermination.
PaulGreenberg, syndicated columnist for the Los Angeles
Times, reported that' Shackleford and Martin “were offered
sixmonths'severance payiftheywould agree nottotell their
story. Butithe pair.promptlywentpublic, saying There's no
way'we would try toiput the cork inithe volcano and try. to
stifieithe news:" Rev. DavidHankins ofithe denomination's
executive committee, said: “I'm not sure that reporting all
the newsithat's it to print is the role of the Baptist Press’”
and said he preferred to“inform our. people inapositive way.’
language whichcolumnist Greenberg|saidiis nething but
“censorship® by the “ayatollahs’ of an “autocratic system.”
Protests from! fellow religious journalists have been pour-
ing intol Southern Baptist headquarters. The Associated
Church'Press, representing 195 religious periodicals, said
itwasalarmed that responsible andrespected journalists
havebeen penalized and dismissed/for theirproperreport-
ingofthe news:Many editors of the Baptist weeklies served
by Baptist Press decried the crackdewn on their news
agency. And Southern Baptist minister andtelevision jour-
nalist Bill Moyers wrote that Houston judge Paul Pressler,
alleading fundamentalist strategist, had “shamelessly.en-
gineered" the firing: Moyers called on Baptists “to rise and
challenge this vindictive bully” who, he said, “rules the
Southern Baptist Conventionilike'a swaggering Caesar,
breaking/good menwhenit pleases him.’ Healso'said'the
twoeditors were being ‘dumped onthe street” after:25 years'
sevice because they ‘refuseditedishonortheircalling” and
becausethey refusedtobelackeys for Paul Pressler” Mean-
while, Nashville lawyer JeffMobleyhas announcedthe for-
mation of.an alternative pressiassociation, the Associated
Baptist Press, whichiis expected to be fully operational by

the fall.

More recently, ACTIONS BY 3,000 DISSIDENT
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS have fueled speculation that the
14:9' million-member Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is
indeed heading toward a split. Episcopal News Semwvice
reports that the group, which is alarmed over the denomi-
nation's militantly consenvative drift, gave shape to their
alternate. movement by electing] @ 60-member steering
committeelonAugust 24 in Atlanta. The new grouping also
established a parallel structure for collecting and distribut-
ing money for Baptist agencies and'activities. Although the
Rev, Daniel\Vestal, recent candidate for SBC president and
chairmaniof the new group’s steering committee, declined
to call specifically/for the formation of a new denomination,
plans have been made for a follow-up meeting in the spring
of 1991.

The Tennessee Court of Appeals has granted JOINT
CUSTODY OF SEVEN/FROZEN EMBRYOS to a divorcing
. The Washington Times reported that the judge’s rul-
mg. vhich concerned whether the fertilized ova of the
estranged couple should be destroyed or implanted, said:
“It would be repugnant and offensive to constitutional prin-
e;palstoarder Mary Sue [Stowe] to implant these fertilized

herwill. it would be equally repugnantto order
; t@ bear the psychological, if not the legal,
against his will” Ms. Stowe
dren, while Mr. Davis objected to

Thosewhoiobjecteditothechanges made by the Revised
Standard Version' (1952), compared with the King James
Bible(1611), willbelessithan thrilled withithe NEW REVISED
STANDARD! VERSION, just shipped to bookstores. Al-
thoughithe language useddoesinotfeminize or. de-sex God,
the new version, according to fime, uses generous doses
of‘inclusive’language inidealingwithmankindiinigeneral.
Examples: “Thereisione mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus” (1952); “There is also one mediator:
between Godand humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human?
(1990). Some couldibe seen as having theologicalimplica-
tions: “The Spirit of God was moving over the face of the
waters’(1952); ‘Awindifrom God swept over the face of the
waters” (1990). Asithe articleiobserves, there have beeni26
modern Englishtranslationsiinthe past generation, begin-
ningwithithe 1952 RSV Many have sold well; the New: /nter-
national Version, ther Evangelical favorite, has already
outsoeldthe old RSV.in ene-third the number of years. And
vet the old King James continues to sell, while plans are
being made to phase out the 1952 RSV after five years.

IN BRIEF—

*RELIGIOUS GARB HAS BEEN BANNED for teachers
in'Pennsylvania;, acecording to'a recent U.S. Appeals Court
ruling. The' court backed an 1895 law: passed to keep
Roman! Catholic nuns from' teaching in a public school
while wearingitheirhabits. Besides the negative application
to Christians, the rulingladdresses another recent case in
whichra Muslim was ferbidden to' teachi while' clothed in
‘religious!” dress. - Our Sunday: Visitor

*PENNSYLVANIA'S' RESTRICTIVE ABORTION LAW.
received a major blow thisisummer when a federall court
struck: dewn' several provisions, including requirements
that'a pregnant married womaninetify: her husband befere
having aniabortion; that she'listen tola state-prepared talk
on the risksiand benefits of abortion and' childbirth, and
that she wait 24 hours: before the abortioni could: be' per-
tormed. - The New: York: Times

“DYING PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO REEUSE
FORCED' EEEDING; according to the Floridal Supreme
Court. The!court'saidithat “The right of privacy: would be'an
empty right were!it not tolextend to.competent and incom:-
petent persons alike.” The casel involved a person wha,
though' now: mentally’ incompetent, had previously exe-
cuted a “living will," and had endured over two years of
beingihooked upito a feeding tube. - The Washington Times

RELIGION-INTERNATIONAL

The Soviet parliament has passed a llaw: which officially,
marks' THE END/OF RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN THE
SOVIET UNION. According tol a Baltimere Sun repoft
printed in' The Philagelphial Inquirer, a 341-2 vote by the
Supreme! Soviet marked the total defeat ofi state atheism
“in what'was perhaps one of history's lomgest, cruelest and
most determined wars against religious: belief.” TMhe new.

~ “Law on Freedom of Conscience and Religious @rganiza-

tiens” makes official'the rapidly-increasing climate of open-
ness fostered by the reformist government of Soviet

President Mikhail Gorbachev: over the past two' years. i
Continued on Page 85
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UNITK Editorials
Perspective And Mandate

The founding editor of this publication, Dorothy A. Faber.
was wont to joke amidst any number of divisive church contro-
versies endured in recent decades that it would be great to have
a church without people; everything would go along so peace-
fully and well!

But off course it was precisely for the love of people—fallen,
sinful people at odds with their God and their fellows—that
Christ, the only perfect man who has ever lived, came and
established His Church, at last giving man the means to begin to
repair the damage to himself and to his relationships, both
divine and human. However, full redemption is not an event but
aprocess that usually takes a lifetime and beyond. What you end
up: with! in the Church is a bunch of forgiven! sinners, people
who are (presumably, though sometimes we wonder) getting
better and better, but who are still sinful and at different stages
ini the perfection process.

The result is that it is impossible to point to any period' of
chmich history—right from the very start of things—without
finding at least a little disunity (and usually a lot). Neither St.
Luke (in the Acts of the Apostles) nor St. Paul tried to soft-pedal
real controversies and differences in outlook. Disunity is/always
unfortunate, but it is not unusual among Christians. Since the
Chl-lrch has survived for nearly 2,000 years, though, it seems
logical to assume that the Holy Spirit has helped the faithful to
100K past this at the assurance and goodness of God and to carry

on. But always, there are those who are significantly deterred
iull(d discouraged by, the fact that the Church is not always Christ=
liKe.

Of course, complaints about disunity can' also be a smoke-

tand anlevasion. While perhaps some traditionalists in the
copal Church and other gradually apostasamg branches of

*h movement because of its “‘disunity” who
it even under ideal eircumstances. Thes

with picking up the pieces and starting all over again from
scratch—building parishes. training and ordaining clergy. and
trying—amid differing viewpoints on the matter—to set up new.
less vulnerable structures that will help protect against another
successful assault onithe historic faith in the future.

And, to put this in greater perspective, it is only by ignoring
dissident movements throughout four centuries can establish-
ment Anglicans themselves claim to have enjoyed’ “unity.”
(What about the Free Church of England? The Reformed Epis-
copal Church? The Church of England in South Africa? Or the
millions of Methodists we let get away?) Leaders ofithe Angli-
can Communion now admit openly that communion among
member churches is “impaired” over women's ordination (and
soon, probably, over other radical changes that inevitably follow
that innovation, i.e. inclusive language). And looking at Mother
Church, is anything less unified than the Church of England,
with its wildly varied'liturgical uses, its female deacons, and! its
multiple approaches (at least four) to preserving traditionalist
values? By what system of reckoning, other than the false
veneer of organizational charts, does the Churchi of England
claim to be unified?

But does this apologia mean that the Continuing Church is off
the hook? No way. What have rightly been called the “scandal™
of divisions between U.S. Continuing Church jurisdictions
should be viewed with the utmost grief and'concern. Most of the
American Continuing Church movement has been around for
more than a decade, and parts of it for two decades. and is now
stable and viable enough: within its various jurisdictions (only
four major ones remaining) that there should be no excuse for
not seeking unity with all earnestness. Plainly stated. neglect of
or resistance tolefforts toward bringing about unity among sepa-
rated Churchmen who share the same faith'is morally indefensi-
ble. In saying this we do not counsel recklessness nor suggest
that it will be easy. Unity is hard work. and must be pursued
with diligence and with patience. Even when one is “dialogu-
ing”” with like-believing Churchmen. it is a risky process; there
are, after all, people involved. But, as we said to one bishop
recently, the only way to test drive a car is to get in and drive,
There wdl be ime enough to thmk arefully and negetiate

» ) no. succcssﬁll‘ pur-



' ‘Cﬁaﬂ@ng@ Sponsoring Parishes

ILLINOIS

Quincy

St. John's Parish

(ESA/ECUSA)

701 Hampshire Street

Sun Matins 7:15a; Low Mass 7:30a:
Family Choral Eucharist & SS'9:30a;
Tues Matins 11:45a; HC & Healing Service
noon

Thurs Matins 8:45a; HC 9a

1928 BCP

The Rev. Garrett Clanton
217/222-3241

MICHIGAN

Detroit

Mariners’ Church

{Autonomous)

170'E. Jefferson Avenue

Sun'HE 8:30/& 1la, Sunday, School
and Nursery at lla; Thurs HC 12: 10p;
(Allisves 1928 BCP)

The Rev. Richard Ingalls
313/259-2206

2%

NORTH CAROLINA
Mills River

All'Saints American

Episcopal Church

McDowell' Rd. & Hwy. 191

Sun HC 8:30a, HC 1la (MP 2nd'& 4th)
1928 BCP

The Rev: Richard Bakley

704/693-5168

SOUTH CAROLINA

Florence

The Anglican Church of Our Saviour
(Anglican Catholic Church)
2210'Hoftmeyer Road

Salvationt Atmy Chapel

Sun 3:30p/MP: [st, 3rd, Sths:

EP 2nd & 4th: HC when

supply priest available

Contact: Louise Sallenger

803/669-6615

TENNESSEE

Monteagle

Christ Church

(American Episcopal Church)
Just off 1-24

Sun HE 10:30a

The Rev. William Millsaps
The Rev. Michael Gilstrap
615/924-2660

TEXAS

Grand Prairie
Church of St. Charles the Martyr
(Independent)

613/ N.W. 17th St.

Sun 10a HC

Wed!6p/HC & Confirm. Class
Thurs 10a HC

The Rev. Jean Pierre Meshew:
The Rev. Walter Gerth




Other Church Listings

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles

St. Mary of the Angels
(Anglican Catholic Church)
4510'Finley, Avenue

Sun Mattins 7:30a, Low Mass 8a.
Sung Mass 9a, Litany 10:15a,

Asperges 10:50a, Solemn High Mass I,

Evensong & Benediction Sp:
Daily Mattins, 10a, Evensong 7p,

Masses' Mon, Tues, Thurs. Sz
5 s S, Sat 10:1
Wed, Fri 7: 15p =

Litany 12 noon

American Missal

TheRev. Fr. Gregory Wilcox
The Rev. LLee Owens
213/660-2700

COLORADO
Denver

St. Mark’s Parish (founded 1875)
(Anglican Rite/National Catholic Church)
1405 South Vine St. (near Denver Uniy,)
Slfn HE 8a, choral Euch 9:15a
High'Mass 11:15a ’
(Alll1928 B@P)

SSH0:15a for all ages

Mon-Sat HE 92

The Rev. John Connely

The Rev. Dallas Mustoe

MINNESOTA

St. Louis Park (Minneapolis)
Anglican Church of St. Dunstan
(Anglican Catholic Church)

4241 Brookside Avenue

Sun/HC 8:30a, HC & SS 10a (MP'& HC Ist
Sun)

(Nursery, care at all services)

Tues 7p Bible Study

All services 1928 BCP

The Rev. William Sisterman

The Rev. Charles Hedelund
612/920-9122

NEW YORK

New York

First Reformed Episcopal Church
317 East S0th Street

Sun Adult SS'10a,

Worshipi Service & Childrens' SS 1ia
Fri Bible Study 7p

The Rev. William Holiman
212/755-0995

PENNSYLVANIA

Quakertown ’
Anglican Church of the Incarnation
(Anglican Catholic Church)

44 South Eighth Street

Sun MP 9a, HC 10:30a

Wed EP 7p. Bible Study 7:30p

All services 1928 BCP

The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Kieppinger
215/538-3787

opposition remains strong in the Polish National Cathaolic
Churchiin the United States and Canada, and in the Polish

308/722-0707

NE WSCLIPS Continued|from Page 32
declares that every citizen has the right to adopt, practice
and plfoselytlze any faithi or none at all, and bans govern-
ment interference in religion. Its passage is expected to
‘accelfarate_ the return of hundreds, or even thousands, of
church buildings and mosques still under government con-
trol. Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Alexi Il, the first
;fre,ely elected chief hierarch of the churchisince 1917, com-
mented that “It's a major event in the spiritual life andiren-

Nce ,,Of our society and its spiritual and moral

‘ undre_d‘ ©\d Cathalicsiandl ecumenicalivisitors
rin Geneva at the 25th International

C Syn

5
ith. But

Catholic Church of Poland. In addition to the groups
already named, there are Old Catholic Churches im Austria
and Czechoslovakia, and congregations under one or
another national churchi organization in Brazil, ltaly and
France, as well as severall congregations of ex-Lutherans
in Sweden, Norway and Denmark which have recently
come under the German Old Catholic bishop. The Old
Catholic Churches, which broke from the Roman Cathalic
Churchiin a series of three schisms from the 17th through
the late 1Sth centuries, have come under heavy Anglican
influence in recent decades, and are demonstrably

affected by modemnist ¢ | leaders on a variety .6%?,\ E

issues, including wom




