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attended by 79 delegates representing four churches, was
carried aver national radio and television in the Soviet
ion. - Episcopal News Service

Un‘!OWnELlf) Kl\fgWN FORMER MINISTER ALLAN
BOESAK HAS JOINED THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CON-
GRESS of South/ Africa, after discussions with ANC Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela. Boesak, the former head of the
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, had voiced con-
cerns over the influence of communists within the ANC.
- The Christian News/Religious News Service

“WANG MINGDAO, THE LEADER OF CHINA'S 30 MIL-
LION “HOUSE-CHURCH” PROTESTANTS, has died at
age 91. He started his movement, which is independent of
communist party control, after being released from 23
years of imprisonment in 1980. - Time/Christian News

“THOUSANDS OF SOVIET BUDDHISTS gatherediinthe
Buryat Autonomous Republic near the Mongolian border: for
senvices led by the Dalai Lama of Tibet, following an agree-
ment by officials to return more than 2,000 sacred objects
seized by the communist government in the 1930s. The
exiled leader visited Ulan-Ude to mark the 250th anniversary
of a decree granting official recognition of Buddhism in the
Russian Empire. - The Baltimore Sun/Associated Press

“THERE ARE NOW SOME 50 MILLION ORTHODOX
CHRISTIANS IN THE SOVIET UNION, with the Protestant,
Roman Catholic and Jewish populations numbering three

to five million each, There are also some 50 million Mus-
lims, mostly in the Caucausu

s and Central Asian republics.
- The Washington Times
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PRIEST SOUGHT

Small parish with good potential, Diocese of
Missouri Valley, secks resident priest who can
help us, grow. Liturgical tradition tends {0-
ward Anglo-Catholic. Offering quality’ rec-
tory and' chapel, plus small stipend and help
with moving expenses. Contact St. Thomas of
Canterbury, 1430'S, Grandview, Dubuque, JA
52003; telephone 319/582-3064

“To all-other forms of SWeelness or consolation, how-
ever pleasant or holy, if we may. e allowed! to put it
this way, we shouldshow.a sort of indifference. If they,
come, weleome them, but do not depend onl them
because they are Wearening things; it takes too much
out of yeu for you to remain in such: sweet feelings
and tears. Andlyou may even betempted!to love God
for the sake of having them: You will know this s so by,
seeingif you compiain unduly: when they are absent.

This all. depends upon the purpese and. oraering) of

God, and. s aceording to the need or good. of each
different person!”

- From The Cloud of Unknowing
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HOMOSEXUAL DEBATE
LACKS LOGIC,
RESPONSIBLE THEOLOGY

In my 25'years in the Episcopal Church, I have assumed! that
no matter how diverse the views of believers might be, the
church was obligated toibase all of its teachings on Scripture.
The fact that the churchiis willing to/continue debating whether
or not homosexual behavior is acceptable for a Christian seems
to: me to be evidence that this commitment is not honored.

I agree that we must deal with the reality of homophobic feel-
ings within our Christian communities and with the need for
homosexuals to be received among us and' affirmed as persons
with gifts to offer as well as needs to be met. These are entirely.
different issues from the questioniof whether or not the practice
of homosexuality can be understood tol be other than sinful
behavior in light of Scripture, Tradition, or Reason.

The defenders of homosexual behavior donot turn readily to
Scripture or Tradition for direction. In a publication of [the
homosexual Episcopal group] Integrity, the assertion was made
that “we have not found'Scripture to be helpful'in this matter.”
John Spong, in his book The Easter Moment (p. 100),
describes the ideal community as a place which “would' not
employ the authoritarian cliches— ‘the Bible says or the church
teaches’—to stifle the search for!truth.”

The Episcopal Church appears to be building a theology
around the belieff that the chief sin for a Christian is to hurt
someone’s feelings. The homosexual community in turn is
apparently demanding that in order to relate to them we must
first assure them that their behavior is acceptable. I assume that
we have been allowed no other basis for dialogue.

Discussions on this issue' have included the most appalling
lapses ofilogic, not tomention responsible theology. For exam-

Letters From Our Readers

ple, one argument begins with a list of all the gifts homoesexual
persons have given society. Such an argument may be helpful'in
dealing with hemophobic prejudices, but what on earth does it
have to do with: whether or not a particular sexual behavior is
acceptable?

Another argument centers around the issue of whether or not
one is born hemosexual. Apparently the assumption is that if we
can prove that the condition is genetic, we must conclude that it
is a gift from God and! that the person has no control over his or
her behavior. Do we then assume that if someone is born with
Downs Syndrome, the condition is a gift from Ged? Certainly
the person is a gift and is precious and valuable, but the condi-
tion is mot a gift—it is the result of a genetic abnormality:

The second aspect of this genetic argument is that if one is
born homosexual then he or she has no choice coneerning the
living out of sexuality. Are we not by this argument depersonal-
1zing homosexual people by implying that they do not have free
will? Are we willing to encourage a behavior which may be
destructive to people just because it may have genetic roots? If
someone were born with a pre-disposition to alcoholism, would
we encourage him to drink? Perhaps we need to remember that
Lewis said: “Nonsense is still nonsense even if we talk it about
God.”

In 1979, a minority. of the House of Bishops wrote a dissent-
ing statement concerning homosexuality in which they said that
if the church continued to teach that the behavior was sinful it
would be “dooming people to a life of loneliness.” Caniit be that
even bishops in eur church believe as our culture does that we
cannot have intimate and loving relationships without sexual
intercourse? What do our bishops have to say about issues like
self-control, chastity, celibacy, or conquering the various sorts
oft addictions that dictate our lives? Whatever happened to' the
notion that we could continue to love and! accept people while

disagreeing with their behavior? If thiS is not possible, then we
e
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THAT A SPIRITOALLY STRONG SOLIETY SHOLLD
HELP OUT A SPARITOALLY STROGGLING ONE.
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We are delighted to receive your CHRISTIAN. CHALLENGE
and'regardit as one of the most interesting and excellent church
publications. We have wanted to congratulate you on the high
standard and depth of content for a very long time.

D. Scarborough

Gospel Defence League,
P.O. Box 17007

Regent Road

8061 Cape Town
Republic of South Africa

TCCis just about the best religious news medium in existence
today:

William A. Nickolds
Lynnfield, Massachusetts.
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ST. AUGLISTINE’S
PRAYER BOOK

Thuis beloved devotional manual is now reprirnted

i dark blue cloth (196 7 edition). Available for a

limited time onfy. $12.95 (ULS.) per copy. (Add
10% of order for postage & handling.) Serud” ||
your order witf payment to: Holy Rosary Apos-
tolate, PO. Box 263 (Dept. C), Zurich,
Ontario, Canada NOM 2T0.
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The Christian Challenge—
25 Years Ago This Month

The Battle Of Wheeling, 1966

“It was curiously coincidental that the newspapers on
the morning of October 23 [1966], the same day on
which the [Episcopal] House of Bishops opened their
annual meeting in Wheeling, West Virginia, should
carry reports of the death of Dr. Hewlett Johnson in
England,” wrote THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE of
November 25 years ago.

“Because of his belief that Christianity and commu-
nism were compatible doctrines, that Stalin was a great
man, and that if Jesus were alive today he would be a
communist, Dr. Johnson became known as the ‘Red
Dean’ of Canterbury.

“Although his statements frequently embarrassed his
superiors,” the magazine continued, “they adopted the
attitude of, ‘Let the old man rave, and'in 1951 Arch-
bishop Geoffrey Fisher advised Anglicans in foreign
countries to/ignore Johnson's visits.

“The Archbishop, while acknowledging, the Red
Dean’s right to express his views, once stated: “When he
is'at home I wish he was overseas, and still more pro-
foundly, when he is overseas, I wish he was at home? ””

“There is no question,” said TCC, “but that many of
the members of the House of Bishops felt precisely the
same way about the Rt. Rev. James A. Pike—and still
others may have wished they themselves were overseas
rather than in Wheeling, where they were faced, at last,
with the issue: Heresy or not?

“For in every sense, it was not Bishop Pike who was
on trial, but the House of Bishops. Could they or not
identify ‘erroneous and' strange doctrine, which they
promised'in their ordinations to ‘banish'and drive away
from the Church’? And if there was no such thing as a
false doctrine, can there be a true doctrine?

“The real question at stake was: What is the Episcopal
Church? Is this the Church of which Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, is the Head, or is it not—and'if it is not, then
whom does it serve and who will listen to it?

“The House of Bishops, our Fathers-in-God, replied—
but the answer is still'a bit unclear—due in no small part
to the fanatic obsession of the press with Bishop Pike
himself. Judging from most news stories, it might have
oceurred to many laymen that the retired Bishop of Cal-
ifornial (and former ‘Auxiliary Bishop, a non-existent
title he relinquished prior to the meeting in Wheeling)
had been appointed press official by and for the House
of Bishops.”

As earlier reported, Pike remained a bishop in
ECUSA but—in a flash: of controversial press—had
departed active office within it to be a “‘scholar-teacher”
with' the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu-
tions. But some bishops, tired of picking up the pieces
from Pike’s long history of unorthodox pronounce-
ments, had banded together to bring a presentment (for-
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mal complaint) against the pesky prelate.

Before the bishops convened in Wheeling, Pike was
busy denouncing Bishop Henry Louttit of South Florida
for initiating the petition to press for a heresy trial against
him, and the Rev. Frank M. Brunton of Phoenix, a
retired priest from South Florida, for the “doggerel, libel
and slander’ that has pursued him around! the world. He
had told'a group of Eastern Michigan University students
October 13 that Brunton, whom he identified as a mem-
ber of the John Birch Society (which he was not), was the
principal force behind' the plans to try him for heresy.
Defense of Pike was also taken up among others by the
Rev. Dr. Frederick M. Morris in the pulpit of St. Thomas’
Church in New York City.

But by the time the bishops gathered in Wheeling, 26
of them had signed the presentment against Pike, while
parish priests tried to reassure their flocks that the bish-
ops would do the right thing and put an end to the tur-
moil over what is to be believed or disbelieved.

In what the magazine described as “the most curious
red herring in years,” a petition put forward early in the
bishops” meeting, drafted by the Association of Episco-
pal Clergy, Inc., a group of California priests and bish-
ops, called for an investigation of Louttit and Brunton.
This was disregarded by the bishops.

“One thing was decided almost immediately by the
bishops: The issue of Bishop Pike would be decided
behind closed doors]” noted the CHALLENGE. “This
proved to be wasted effort because Bishop Pike con-
ducted lengthy press conferences each night, and what he
did not reveal to reporters was ‘leaked’ by other bishops.”

The magazine said one major difficulty with a heresy
trial faced the House right from the start: Due to an
administrative oversight at the 1964 General Conven-
tion, the House of Bishops failed to elect three judges to
replace those automatically retiring from the Court for
Trial of a Bishop. The subsequent death of one court
member left the court with only five judges, and canon
law required a quorum of six to conduct a trial. If a trial
of Pike had beenslated, it appeared it would have had to
wait for the September, 1967, General Convention to
act to replenish the court.

“But the development which overshadowed all else was
the news that Presiding Bishop John E. Hines had
appointed quietly an ad hoc committee which had pro-
duced, for consideration by all'the bishops, a general state-
ment of ‘censure’” Although Bishop Pike had been
rebuked before by his fellow bishops, said the magazine,
no public action had ever been taken, which made it quite
simple for Pike to ignore the sentiments of his colleagues.

“Even more astounding was the fact that the commit-
tee was headed by the Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, retired
bishop of Washington, D.C., one of the most ‘liberal’
bishops of the church and the same man who ordained
[Pike] to the priesthood. It was enough to make a think-
Ing man suspicious.

“But,” reported TCC, “the statement from Bishop Dun's
cominittee was sostrong that it satisfied even Bishop Lout
tit’s ‘Committee for the Defense of the Faith! and they
agreed to drop their demand for a heresy trial.

“This decision was reached in part because it became
evident, according to an informed observer, that Bishop
Pike appeared to be delighted with the prospect of a

Continued on Page 8
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‘Deveral notable, recently-published biographies come to
a close with accounts of the use of the Episcopal burial
e, proving once again its intrinsic value as a fittin
orialifor prominent persons from all walks of life.
‘The subjects vary, from First Lady Bess Truman, a life-
Episcopalian, to anthropologist Margaret Mead, a
convert at an early age, to Nobel novelist John Steinbeck
| Pulitzer Prize winner John Cheever, all of whom
ed the prayer book for its abiding faith and literary
then theres the news commentator Ed Murrow,
asn't strong for organized religion, and  the fashion.
abe Paley, wife of the late CBS chairman William
perhaps a nominal churchgoer but a woman who
rything well and who, in her last iliness, looked to

Anglican Life Series

)ISCOPAL ENDINGS:
Anthology For All Saintstide

In current biographies, James B. Simpson
finas that words from the prayer book are'a
fitting finale for the farmous

her church for a liturgy that would be restrained but none=
theless comforting to her family and friends. o

The Episcopal rites, in these instances mostly e
1928 Book of Common Prayer, fall like solemn, reEgSS 5
benedictions in these widely-read boo_ks. Again an agelo:
the traditional, dignified, but cornfo.rtmg cadgnces a:;i =
quent and appropriate in widely differing circums

Here is a sampling:

Margaret Mead: A Life by Jane Howard: "Rememl?ere-
ing Margaret’s having said that ‘people should set the tlg; >
when they die, s as to trouble other people as little as p i
sible,” and that she would like. . .to be foupd dead 1_<1j1?e
ing in an unoccupied church, friends considered Spmlflmgf
her out toia church, but she was too weak to leave t,he OSt
pital.. . A visitor heard Margaret say, T just don't Cwarg—
that woman priest in here again.” She did take Holy Co
munion from Fr. Austin Ford. . .(then) her famqus enfergl”)_/
had given out. At St. Paul's Chapel at Columbia Uru\;%o
sity, for the first of numerous memorial Services, Al
mourners were gathered, and many found the traghho{l;i &
Episcopal liturgy unfamiliar. .. A gnostic .acaqemlcs =
their best to join in the verses of rousing Victorian h}’m;‘r g
‘O’er moor and fen, oer crag and torrent,” “To faltl*afulﬁvc\)fnaJ
1iors cometh rest,” ‘All is safely gathered in.” In the NI a i
Cathedral the congregation sang O God, Our Help It 28

Past and a kilted bagpiper marched down the aisle playing
Amazing Grace.”




The True Adventures of John Steinbeck, Writer by Jack-
son Benson: “When he was dying, he said to his wife,
Elaine, ‘[ want the Church of England service—I want the
“I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord” and I
don’t want a bunch of people getting together for a memo-
rial telling yarns about me’. . . The funeral, which lasted 20
minutes, was held at St. James Church in New York and
Henry Fonda read from Synge's Petrarch’s: Sonnets to
Laura, Tennyson's Ulysses, and Robert Louis Stevenson's
Songs of Travel and Other Verses. . . As the coffin was carried
out, professional pallbearers lifted it high in the air, at

arm's length over their heads, and down the steps and out
to the hearse. . .The afternoon before Christmas, his wife
and son took the ashes to California andlater there was a
small service on Point Lobos, on a cliff overlooking Whal-
er’s Bay, a spot that he and his sister Mary had loved and
where they had played as children. A young priest with
red hair read the service, took a handful of dust and let it
drift with the wind. “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust...” An
otter played in the sea below and above, a gull circled and
cried out against the sky.”

Bess W. Truman by Margaret Truman Daniel: “[At
Mother’s funeral] simplicity was the keynote. . .even more
than Dad’s. Only 150 people were invited to the small
church [Trinity, Independence, Missouri] where she and
Dad were married...I invited the First Lady, Nancy
Reagan, and al former First Lady of whom Mother was
fond, Betty Ford. A third, Resalynn Carter, arrived, unin-
vited. The photographers begged me for permission to
take their picture, as they sat together in the front pew. I
said no, at first. [ had issued an edict banning all photogra-
phers from the service. I knew it was what Mother would
have wanted. But my husband, ever a good newspaper-.
man, persuaded me to let them take the picture, for histo-
ry's sake.”

Bess Truman with her presidential spouse.

On the funeral of Babe Paley, wife of William: Paley, from
In All'His Glory: The Life of William S. Paley by Sally
Beddel Smith: “Four hundred mourners, including three
Rockefellers, a Harriman, and a Vanderbilt, came at noon
to pay. their respects at Christ Churchi in' Manhasset on
Long Island. The family walked in, led by Paley...The
Rev. Frank N. Johnston read the eulogy, a collaborative

effort by Paley, Slim Keith, and Irene Selznick that praised
Babe as “a beacon of perfection in this era of casual conven-
ience.” After the 40-minute service of scripture readings
and hymns, several hundred of Babe's friends assembled
for an al fresco luncheon. Like the service, the gathering
had been meticulously planned by Babe in the last year of
her life. ..«

Home Before Dark: A Biographical Memoir of John
Cheever by Susan/Cheever: “. .. About 5:30 [p.m.], the minis-
ter came from Trinity Church to'say thelast rites. He put on his
white robe and lit the candle and opened the ointment. The
heat made' sweat marks around the edges of his curly hair.
‘Bless, O/ Lord, thy servant, John, the minister intoned. It was
dark and he had trouble reading the prayer book as he recited
the service. Under the bedcovers my father kicked his legs and
flailed an' arm. Was he welcoming the minister or trying to
banish him?. . . Finally the minister made the sign of the cross
on my father’s forehead. ‘Our Father, who art in heaven, Hal-
lowed by thy Name,” we prayeditogether, standing there at the
end of the bed next tor my mother’s Chippendale desk, my
husband holding the baby behind us. I watched my fathers
face, refined to skeletal features as he tossed on the pillow. It’s
just a precaution, I said to him silently. This doesn't mean you
have todie. It was harder and harder for himito breathe. After-
ward the minister stood over him for amoment and'we all said.
‘Amen’. . [ heard a little coughing noise and when [ turned
around, my father was dead.”
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that Pike’s “writing and
with which Christian faith
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deeply concerned with the irresponsiblity mevealed! in!
many of his utterances.” A g
Rezalling the last meeting of the House whl.ch had
taken place, the statement noted that Bishop Pll.(e .had
there “affirmed his loyalty to the Doctrine, Discipline,
and Worship of this church and expressed his concern
for the episcopal brotherhood he shares with us. We v&.'el—
comed that assurance and the hope it gave. . . Nothing
so troubles us now as the sense shared by most of us that
this hope was in vain”’ o
“A scant ten minutes after the vote was taken,” said
the magazine, “Bishop Pike strode to the rostrum and
told his fellow bishops that he had, in effec.t, been found
guilty of irresponsibility, which he consu'iered to be
more serious than heresy. Thereupon, he invoked t:hcel
privilege provided by Section Four of Canon .56 an
demanded a formal investigation [enabling him the
chance to try to clear his name] on the grounds Phat
‘there are in circulation rumors, reports or a{legatlons
affecting his personal or official character. . - Such in
investigation is almost identical to a heresy tna! and't 1€
section requires that two additional bishops give their
‘written advice and consent’ ” These two were reporte:d
to have been Bishop-elect Kilmer Myers of California
and Bishop John Craine of Indianapolis. W : o
Bishop Hines reportedly announced a coo!lng‘oti‘
period” before he would appoint a committee to investls
gate the charges. But the magazine noted as mgnxf}cant
the fact that, before adjournment, the House o,f Bishops
“voted to form a council of some of the nation’s tc,)p th&?'
ological minds to ‘rethink and renew the Church’s p'osli«
tion for life in the world today’—a sort of Ecumenica
Council for the Episcopal Church.” Il
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What's the Word?

By The Ven. Dr. Carroll E. Simcox

We Are Not Yet

This year we get 26 Sundays after Trinity, and'so on Novem-
ber 17 the propers at the Eucharist will' be those appointed for
the sixth Sunday after the Epiphany. This pleases me because we
shall hear in the epistle these words of St. John: “Beloved, now:
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know: that, when he shall' appear, we shall be like
him, for we shall see him as he is.” (Thus the King James. It has
one mistranslation. John’s word zekna means children, not sons,
and there is no definite article. So read' “children of God?
instead' of “the sons of God.” A minor point, but there’s never
any harm in being right rather thaniwrong about anything.)

Being adopted! through Christ, we’re not simply God's human
creatures, all of whom are as infinitely dear to him as we are. But
we have been adopted to a special destiny and' inheritance. Our
destiny is'so to grow in the image of Christ that when we meet him
face to face we shall recognize him instantly because we see him
1n our owniselves asithe result of having been completed by his
grace in his likeness. The corollary of: this is that we shall'not see
him at all until we have become complete in him.

Every single act of obedience to our Lord adds
force and clarity to our vision of Him even as
it adds force and clarity to the new
Christ-character being formed'in us.

We are already God'’s children, but we can have no idea at our
present stage of what we shall be like finally. A normally bright
child on his' fourth birthday has already come toirealize that his
destiny is to,grow/upito/be aman of 40/or S0 orlbeyond. He has no
real idealof what it's like to/be aniadult, and he won't have it until
he’s anladult himself. Say thenithat he has some inkling but:no real
idea. The difference between us as'we are now and us as we shall
be islike the difference between being four and being 40, although
oficourse the analogy:is inadequate as all analogies are.

But we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him:
forwe shall'see him as he'is. What St. John means, and does not
spelliout as ['wish he had, is that'it is only through'eur saving,
transfiguring, life-giving visiont of Christ in' our present life,
through' our stedfast obedience in' discipleship, that we can
become capable of seeing him as he is. We cannot presently see
himasthe is: see him, that'is, in'the sense that we mean wheniwe
see'somebody not only with our eyes but withiour minds and
hearts. Somebody says: “You must see Governor Doe better
than/['do; because Iican’t see him as presidential timber.” Suchia
statement expresses a'realistic recognition of the speaker’s insuf-
ficiency off vision. The people who saw Jesus in the flesh didn’t
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comprehensively see him at all. As H.G. Wells said of him, he
is tooimuchi for our small minds.

But we can grow in our vision of him, and we shall, through
our experience of trying to follow and serve him with our weak
minds, weak wills, weak arms and legs, in this world which is
as bent upon: annihilating him' in his followers as it was on
destroying him in his person. In our very weaknesses he grows
stronger in his indwelling of us. *Faith, our outward sense
befriending, makes our inward vision clear.” Every single act of
obedience to him adds force and clarity. to our vision of him
even as it adds force and clarity to the new Christ-character
being formed in'us.

Forgiving the not easily forgivable people in our lives provides
a convincing example of this growth in our vision of Christ, Your
act of forgiveness is not easy for you. It is'not at all attractive in
prospect but rather repellent. You have to sweat it out doggedly
out of sheer obedience. But once by God's grace you have accom-
plished it, there will be two permanent results: Your vision of
Christ will be clearer; and you will'be more like him.

So goes our becoming who we are not yet. Always hard, and
always ineffably rewarding and' fulfilling. The steep ascent of
heaven.
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| ~ SPECIAL REPORT | |

In The Continuing Church, Some

Anglican Church of America
Unites Majority Of
U.S. Continuing Church

Special First Report
By Louis E. Traycik

Years of work and prayers for the unity of. Continuing
Anglicans in the United'States paid off in  early October. as
aispecial conference unanimously approved the formation
ofta new church body to combine the entire American Epis-
copal Church|(AEC), a significant segment of the Anglican
Catholic Church (ACC), and some individual parishes from
other Continuing jurisdictions.

. The some 500 delegates present for the Conference on
Anglican Unity in Deerfield Beach, Florida, October 2-5
took only one day to reach accord on a name for the
church—the Anglican Church of America (ACA); on its
structure—two regional provinces, east and west, with
three dioceses each and bishops to oversee them; a
budget based on the tithe system: governing documents —
an edited version of the 1964 Episcopal Church Constitu-
tion and Canons; and continued membership in the
eightnation Traditional Anglican Communion.
As had been planned for weeks before the conference,
the AEC Primus, Bishop Anthony Clavier, nominated the
Most Rev. Louis W. Falk — until recently head of the ACC—
10 be primate of the ACA, and the election was confirmed
by immediate acclamation. Falk, who had agreed to resign
as ACC Archbishop alfew weeks earlier in accordance with
asettiement with other ACC bishops who opposed his pro-
unity stand, will also serve as metropolitan of the ACA's
western province. Bishop Clavier was elected metropolitan
of the church's eastern province.
The conference was preceded by a service of conditional
' 1 for the bishops of both major bodies (ACC
intending to be part of the uniting church, as an
and humility and, though few had doubts, to
/hich remained. This was carried out by three
of undoubted succession and valid-
anism. The chief consecrator was the Rt.
cer, former Anglican Bishop of Matabele-
fovince of Central Africa and now head of the
atholic Church of Canada. Assisting him was
| t Mize, retired Anglican Bishop of
ce of Southern Africa, and more

1 position he has been affilis
iscopal Synod' of America;
o1 Anglican Bishop
jani of Mew York, who

one of them was not already a bishop, but “as an act of
penitence for the divisions which have separated them, asf
an act of charity of each towards the others, as an act (ljl
humility in which none claims any status not shared by:all,
and as an act of unity so that all may walk together froma
common waypoint.” .
Later on that day (October 3), the conference slicec
through its agenda with a minimum of debate and a maxi:
mum of restraint, humor and good will, a welcomeisurprise
to many delegates (especially those from the ACC, W?O
had come to expect synods more ill-tempered and over y-
occupied with details of canons and church governmenti(.
The various elements combining to create the framewo:
of the new body were provisionally adopted unanimously
by conference delegates, and, since the entire AEC IWF::S
represented, the latter's General Synod met separately 2
ratify the proposal the same day. (Ratification by other pa
ishes and clergy came, and will come in the case of others,
by affiliation enian individual basis.) ; ;
Friday, October 4, was dedicated to meetings of the St|x
dioceses, two provinces, and national church, with budge S
totaling more than $250,000 being adopted and' officers
beingichosen at all'levels. :
National leaders elected, in addition to the two metropoli-
tans, include: the Ven. Louis Campese, the Rev. Joseph
Spina, and the Rev. Wellborn Hudson, asi president, vice

ACC Chooses Another Course,
New Leadership

Special To THE CHALLENGE

Whenithe Anglican Catholic Church (ACC) met in/Provin-
cial' Synod September 18-20 in Charlotte, North! €arolina, it
was with severallless bishops and perhaps a hundred or SO
less clergy and laypeople than normally attend such gath-
erings. :

Gone was Archbishop Louis Falk; Bishops Robin Con-
nors, Charles Boynton and Robert Wilkes were also
absent, alongiwith two! provincial officers and many. other
familiar faces. Bishop Bruce Chamberlain of New England

ELECTED TO! TAKE UP
THE REINS OF ACC
LEADERSHIP following
the departure of Arch-
bishop Louis Falk was
Bishop William O. Lewis,
seen here at an ACC
synod severallyears ago.
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president and secretary, respectively, ofi thel House of
Clergy; John Taylor, Col. James Horn, and Annette: John-
son, as president, vice president, and' secretary of the

ginnings

CLERGY. FILE IN for one of
% the main services of the Con-
ference on Anglican Unity,
& joining a vast congregation
o of other delegates present at
2 the Florida gathering in early
& October.
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House ofi Laity; Jehn Jacobs as treasurer; and James
Elkins as chancellor. Hudson and Mrs. Johnsen, in'addition
to Bishop Walter Grundorf, secretary of the House of Bish-

——

had come with a delegation from his jurisdiction only to
make one last appeallfor a change of course.

What started out as a disagreement over what Arch-
bishop Falk, a few other bishops, and many clergy and'lay-
people saw as a divine imperative—the need to pursue
unity with other branches of the Continuing Church—grew
into a determined resistance on the part of the ACC's epis-
copal majority. whichi would sunder the church that was
once the largest in the U.S. Continuum. At particular issue
was the first step in the process as Falk has seen it for the
last several years: efforts toward unity with the second larg-
est Continuing body, the American Episcopal Church
(AEG).

“Even in retrospect,” said one observer who attended the
Synod, ‘it is difficult to believe that what had once been
intended—a simple call for intercommunion with the Ameri-
can Episcopal Church—has so successfully divided the
ACC. That issue may have been merely a smokescreen, a
means by which the majority of its College of Bishops
might rid themselves of those who did not share their vision
of the nature of the Continuing Anglican Church:”

Wihile in the lobby, delegates at Charlotte disdainfully dis-
cussed the folly of those from the ACC and other Continu-
ing! jurisdictions who would be gathering in Deertield
Beach, Florida, October 2-5 for a meeting aimed at uniting
most ofi the/Continuing Church movement.

s chiefly over Falk's involvement with just this “folly”

 controlling ACC bishops had, just a day or two ear-

lier and in the same place, attempted to try their arch-
bishop!in erder to depose him.

The charges upon which Falk was tried, made by retired
Bishop William Burns and! Bishop William ©: Lewis of the
Diocese of the South, had beenifiled a few weeks earlier
following a nocturnal, clandestine: meeting ofi the majority
bishops’ group while they were in rural New: York for the
Holyrood Seminary: Board of Governorsimeeting.

In brief summary those charges (more fully described in
the last issue) included: The Archbishop's various acts of
cooperation with the Rt. Rev. Anthony Clavier, Primus of
the AEC, both here and' abread, including his invelvement
with the Florida unity meeting (though the actual charges
incorrectly accused Falk of “co-sponsoring a Synod of the
[AECT); Falk's ‘invasion’ of dioceses within the church of
which he was head, bothivia the mail and by his presence
within'them, often as part of the ecumenical dialogue which
had!been underway with the AEC for several years; con-
trariwise, Falk's failure to visit dioceses of the church with
proper frequency; his neglect of canonical duties by failing
toiissue a writ of election for a vacant see in the Caribbean
and New Granada; and violating the canons by taking
under his authority parishes and'clergy of the' ACC who dis-
agreed with the judicial action initiated against him.

Indeed, as word spread of the planned depositian pro-
ceedings, negative reactions among church members mul-
tiplied. Notably, in a letter to the majority party of the
College of Bishops (which, in addition to Bishops Burns
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IN/A/POIGNANT MOMENT, |
above, three bishops: of |
unquestioned succes-
sion—from left, Bishop
Charles Boynton, a retired
Episcopall bishop; Bishop
Robert Mercer, former
Angiican Bishop of Mata-
beleland, Zimbabwe; and
Robert Mize, most
recently Bishop-in-Resi-
dence within the Episco-
pall Diocese of San
Joaquin, California—con-
ditionafly. consecrate
Bishop, Anthony Clayier,
formerly’ Primus of the
AEC; as Archbishop Louis
Falki(standing at left), for-
merty’ of the ACC, pre- {
paresitoundergothe same |
rite! following Clavier.

Atimmediatelleft, BishopiClavieratthe
ing; and above, Falk, elected primate of the new, Anglican Churchiof America,
servesiasicelebrant ationelofithe meeting'simainiservices.

Podium during the historic unity meet-

ops, will reportedly act as a joint secretarial committee for
the national church.

The ACA's dioceses and! bishops include: /n the eastern
province:’ Nartheast—Bruce Chamberlain; Mississippi
Valley—William Millsaps; and Eastern U.S.—Anthony Cla-
vier, bishop, with Walter Grundorf, Robin Connors, and Nor-
man Stewart, suffragans, and Charles Boynton, retired. /n
the western province: Missouri Valley—Louis Falk;
Southwest—William| Millsaps, episcopal visitor; and West—
Mark Holliday, bishop, and Robert Wilkes, suffragan.

Allof the foregoing, except Bishop Boynton, received
conditional consecration, along| with Bishop G, Raymond
Hanlan, who was appointed! missionary bishop for Latin
‘America, and Bishop Samuell Prakash Jr. of India.

The consecration senvice followed services on two suc-
cessive days earlier in the week, in which Bishop Boynton
conditionally ordained Clavier, Grundorf and Hanlan to the
andithen the priesthood, acts which among other
8 served toidissolve additional objections earier raised
ishops who unity: with the AEC,

athered at Deerfield had few doubts
the orders to begin with,

nierence, who filled the host Howard
and spilled over into two other
88es by severall foreign visitors
e Episcopall Synod of America,

and took part in two services at a nearby church and two
banguets at the main hotel.

At the conference's end, over 120 congregations andian
estimated 7,000 members were committed tol thel new,
ACA, with others from the ACC, United Episcopal Church
of North America, Anglican: Rite Jurisdiction of thel Ameri-
cas and possibly other bodies as well as some independent
congregations, expected to follow suit in the coming
weeks.

A complete report on the Uhity Conference, with
additional photographs, will appear inl the: December;
CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE.
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ACC Continued from Page 11

and Lewis, includes Bishops Mote, Willars, Rutherfoord,
Kleppinger, Deyman, Burns, Stephens and Cahoon) dated
September: 14, the Rt. Rev. Charles Boynton, a former
Episcopal Church bishop who joined the ACC a few years
ago, wrote in part: “Publically, and for the record, | protest
the charges you have brought against Archbishop Falk’”
which he termed to be “non-charges.”

“Tihe! actions' upon which these! so-called charges are
based are, if anything, nothing more than canenical infrac-
tions. From the fuller perspective of our Christian Faith and
Anglican practice the actions in question are, in fact, dem-
onstrations by Archbishop Falk of a clearer and fuller char-
ity, forgiveness, humility and wisdem than most of us
possess. |f canons proscribe such actions, it is the canens
that should be called into question.”

Admonishing the litigant bishops and calling upen them
to “repent,” Boynton told them “Your actions are patently
wrong. | urge youito withdraw. from this destructive course’”

But the bishops: persevered, with apparent confidence,
though this seemed to diminish a little when Falk changed
hisimind and/decided to appear at the trial. Counsel for the
accusing bisheps, Bruce Shine, then made an eleventh
hour attempt to avert the proceeding|by reaching a settle-
ment, an effort which failed because the bishops would not
agree to terms proposed by Falk.

Moot Court

Thus, on the morning of September 16, Falk and!his law-
yer, former' ACC Provincial Chancellor James Elkins,
appeared before the Provincial Court for the Trial of a
Bishopite answer the chargesiagainst him.

Tihe proceeding quickly ran agreund. Initial delays were
incurred! as Elkins made several motions designed to
insure Falk received due process and a fair trial, all of
which were denied by the Court.

lihere was'already a shadow: over the constitution|of the
court, deminated as it was by, bishops who eppoesed Falk;
partly/because onelor two court members faverable toward
Falk had been disqualified from serving because they were
deemed ‘material witnesses.” But probably the most impor-
tant of the motions made at the trial was that asserting that
the: six bishops present who had already signed a docu-
ment purperting to “inhibit and' suspend” Falk ab' officio
should not sit as judges because they were biased.

The acting “Official Principal,” the Rev. Mark Haverland,
theniresorted to what ini judicial terms is called' a voir dire
proceeding, which' simply means he asked! eachi of the
bishop-judges in question if they had hard feelings against
FFalkior were biased against him. Each of them responded
along the lines of, “Why. no, of course not.” Then one of the
other judges had to decide if they should be allowed to
Judge the case. That responsibility was givenito Dr. Jim Lip-
sey, who managed to make an honest and' astute ruling
apout the absurdity which had just transpired. He stated for
thel record that he personally had heard some of those
same bishops make'statements indicating both hard' feel-
ingsiand bias, but since they had testified under oaththat
hey: hadi no such feelings, they thersfore must have
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BISHOP BRUCE CHAMBERLAIN
of New England made one last
attempt in/ Charlotte to urge
those remaining in the ACC not
to close the door onjunity, to no
avail.

“cleansed themselves” of the feelings before the trial. Thus,
he would rule that they could be judges because he didn't
see how: hel could rule that six bishops had! just lied under
oath.

A short time! later, one of the court members, Bishop
Joseph Deyman, had tolleave for the unfortunate reasen
that his mother had'just died. This, however, left the court
withionly: six bishops as judges, while seven are required.
Then, areund midday, the court reporter said! she had to
leave, noting that she had been she hired for enly half a
day, evidently upen the assurance of the Rev. E Andrew:
Stahlthat the proceeding would be alll wrapped up by then.

There was no choice but to recess the trial, virtually
indefinitely, with nothing having/been decided.

Not surprisingly, the prosecuting bishops then suggested
that negotiations begin anew, and a settlement was ulti-
mately reached.

“Apart from some cosmetic rewerding; the agreement we
reached was the same as what | had offered earlier” said
Falk.

Basically, Falk agreed to resign all his offices within the
ACC; that he would not interfere withi the Provincial
Synod ini Charlotte; and that his diocese (Missouri Valley,
virtually all of which remained loyal to him) would not
claim to be part of ACC. The opposing bishops in return
agreedito drop all charges against Falk permanently; that
‘none! of them would attend or interfere with the Continu-
ing Church unity meeting in Florida in early @ctober; that
they will pay Falk $5,600, representing Salany promised
him by thet ACC but not yet paid; that they will recognize
that he remains as metropolitan of the new body formed
of the merger of ACC and AEC Anglicans in India; and
that they will oppose thel ACC Synod's ratification ot the
concordat of the Traditional Anglican Communian, the
worldwidel grouping of Centinuing Churches of which Falk
wasielected primateilast fall.

However, at deadline Falk had not officially resigned his
posts dueitoithe claim that the other party had already: vio-
lated or failedito fulfill some terms of the agreement, includ:
ingithat thelback due salary remains unpaid, andthat two

Continued on Page 28
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Spong Ordains Another
Homosexual Priest

General Convention “Refused”
1o Block Gay Oralnations, Spong Says

Pointing out that the recent Episcopal General Conven-
tion “refused. . .to prohibit the ordination” of homosexuals,
Bishop John Spong of Newark ordained another nonceli-
bate gay priest September 14, just as he announced he
would during the convention.

Episcapal News Service said the ordination of the Rey.
Barry Stopfel in Tenafly, New. Jersey, was a “low-key: family
affair” unlike that of Robert Williams in late 1989, which
gamered a lot of publicity and controversy—especially
when certain public remarks by Williams shortly after,
caused Spong to disown his gay priest. ENS said members
of the upper-middle-class suburban Church of the Atone-
ment, where Stopfel has served several Yearsas an assist-
ant, clearly saw'the occasion as a celebratory affirmation of
“one of our own” as one personisaid at a reception follow-
ing the service. 0 y

“This congregation was ready to accept his sexuality
because it has already accepted Barry,” said the Rev. Jack

Croneberger, rector of the parish. While he admnttec,i tf;;a:
some! parishioners were ‘disappointed and unhappy’ VI;/ |
the ordination, Croneberger said most .n’]embers ad
accepted the “slowly developing relationship” and showaen_
upion the sultry Saturday to give Stopfel and his conjp: i
ion, the Rev. Will' Leckie (of the United Church of Christ),
oisterous welcome.

; The ordinationiwas formally protested by a former: merg
ber of the parish, Austin Menzies, who called .attenthn 2
the biblical condemnation of homosexuality. Since p”?sl’s
are “role models for all Christians,” Menzies said, Stop e_S
ordination “will encourage children to believe that ,t,hgra;n 'e
nothing perverse or immoral about homosexue}llty. homn
members of the congregation quietly beganito'sing a r)l'
until:Menzies finished his statement and left the church.

An Embodied Sensual Word?

Notably, the sermon was delivered by self-PfOC:a'mig
lesbian, the Rev. Carter Heyward, professor of the?] Osgeytts
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachu larl);
and one of the “Philadelphia 11" women |rreQbU L
ordained tol the Episcopal priesthood in 1974. She eger-
her sermon with a tribute to the man who (with othetlt‘s) P
formed the illegal ordinations, Bishop Robert De\{YI T

Heyward urged Stopfelto use his priesthood to C?e S
that special power we were born to share, celeipra o, e
pass on.” She warned' Stopfel that being gay “in n L
removes us from the cluttered priesthood'and its hle(; e =
cal process,” but added that openly gay priests ”an e
witness “could transform! the (f:hurc_h athlt;srgljigtiz : by
lenging| the power structures o patriarcha :

”lg-io&g«]/ do vF\)/e find our sacred voice, how do we 1&22%3’?;{‘;
Godis speaking through us?” Heyward asked.

— ARRY in Tenafly;
THEREV, B STOPFEL (left center), new gay priest, and the Rev. Jack Croneberger (right center), rector of Church of the.Ator;fmzr:tﬁlcipate A
New Jersey, meetthe press after Stopfel's ordination by Bishop John Spong September. 14. Stopfel's partner, the Rev. WilllLeckie (left), p

ithe service. Episcopal News Senvice photo by James Solheim




of God! calls us! intor mutually: empowering| relationships;
she told the congregation: of 400. That veice! is distorted
when it is spoken at us from above, and that makes priest-
hood a “spiritually precarious profession,” she asserted—in
an evident rejection of the idea of scripturally-based author-
itative: teaching of the Churchi and any pressure it may
bring toibear on what anlindividual wants te do.

Godlalso speaks an embodied sensual word, one of hon-
esty and passion as we seek relationships with each other,
Heyward continued. And that voice is often distorted by the
anti-sexual voice of the church. Startlingly, she said! that
“Sexuality has more to do with where we put our lives than
where we put our genitals.” For gays and lesbians the issue

is net whether they act out their sexuality but “whether we
will continue to be silenced by the church's duplicity.”

Spong Says Diocese Was Acting
With Church Authority

After the ordination, Spong presented “the newest priest
in'the church” and his life partner to the congregation and
then spoke about what he believes the ordination meansin
the life of the church.

Evidently to stress his belief that this ordinand will not go
the way of Williams, the bishop emphasized the extensive

——

Newark’s First Openly Gay Priest
Renounces Episcopal Church

The Rev. Robert Williams, the noncelibate homosexual
whose December, 1989, ordination to the priesthood in the
Diocese of Newark touched off an international contro-
versy, has renounced his association with the Episcopal
Chureh.

Episcopal News Service reports that, in a ene-sentence
letter: September 9'to Newark BishopiJohn Speng, Williams
wrote that he had publicly renounced “the doctrine, disci-
pline, and worship of the' Episcopall Church:”

Speaking! from' his heme in Provincetown, Massachu-
sefts, Williams, 36, told ENS he' had “no intention of
renouncing Christianity or the priesthood,” but had
renounced the Episcopal Church' and all' “hierarchical
structures, soithat | could live out my vocation:”

Williams confessed that he had!been vielating Episcopal
regulations “for seme time now—particularly when'l have
blessed the relationships' of gay and lesbian couples.” He
said that ifi the Episcopal Church will not permit himi to
blessthose relationships, then ‘it is'standing inthe way. of
my. priesthood.”

He asserted that “ordination, as a sacrament, is indeli-
ble. Aniordination is conferred by the Holy Spirit—not by a
bishop er the Episcopal Church. No bishop or ehureh can
take away what the/Holy Spirit has done.’

Newark's communications director, Karen Lindley,
reportedly acknowledged that Spong had received Wil-
liam's letterand saidithe standing committee of the diocese
was due to take up the matter in its regular October meet-
ing; in'accordance with church guidelines.

Williams said'he assumed the Diocese of Newark would
move forward with canonical procedures to depose him,
but that the process would have! little effect on him. “it is
moot,” he said.

Williams earlier said he would have to be forced out of
the Episcopal Church, after he was compelled to resign his
homosexual ministry in New: Jersey and Speng distanced
himself' from Williams because'of the latter's derogatory
public remarks about monogamy and celibacy.

But, citing reasons for his change of mind now, Williams
said ‘I nave increasingly come to believe that gay and lesbian
people, women, and ethnic minerities are not reallywelcome
in hierarchical-structured churches. And so, | had to admit
that I'should not be aimember of such an organization.”

“The renunciation is making official what was already
truetat the levellofthe heant” Williams continued. ‘It is'likea
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ROBERT WILLIAMS: The Episcopal
Church! is “standing in the way of my
| priesthood.”

couple that has been separated finally getting a divorce.
For many practicalireasonsil haven't been an Episcopalian,
and | felt it was a matter of personal integrity to make that
official.”

In a homily preached'at the Palma Christillnstitute in Pro-
vinecetown, a new: healing ministry recently established by
Williams, he expressed sadness andregret about his deci-
sion but said he believedit is “the healthiest, mast healing”
thing he could do.

Williams denied that the recent rejection of his request to
be licensed as a priest in the Diocese of Massachusetts
was the reason for his renunciation. “it wasnit the last
straw—but it was related,” he said.

Last June, Williamsi had requested that Massachusetts
Bishop David Johnsen license him to lead an AlIDS healing
ministry in the Church of St. Mary of the' Harbor in'Provin-
cetown, a small Cape Cod village with' a large gay and les-
bianipopulation.

Williams, who was diagnosed with AIDS last November,
responded to'Johnson's refusal to license him with charges
that Johnson was “homophabic.*

Johnson declined to.comment on the details of his deci-
sion but made clear that it was not “a censure of the heal-
ing ministry iniour diocese,” particularly to those living with
AIDS.

Williams' said the “whole encounter with Bishop Johnson
taught me' a. . .lesson about the inappropriateness of the
whole concept of bishops. My ewn spirituality is moving!in
some new directions, although | remain explicitly Christian.”

While considering future moves, Willlams said he would
continue' to write and lead waorkshops and seminars on
Christian healing!in the near future. He did not rule out the
possibility that he would continue to perfarm priestly func-
tions, particularly presiding at informal Eucharists.



three-year screening process (including ‘no less than 12
separate votes® by various bodies of the church) and the
long spiritualipilgrimage of Stopfel. “Because of the debate
that'has raged in our church over the issue of homesexual-
ity, Barry Stopfel has become a unique symbol of the
churchis struggle,” Spong stated.

Hersaid'he postpened Stopfel's ordination to. the diaco-
nateilast June “in response to theipersonal request” of; Pre-
siding| Bishop Edmond Brewning; and then “watched in
amazement as four other gay or lesbian people were
ordained deacon or priest” by other bishops “with full
knowledge of what they were doing| and with no media
attention at all.”

Bishop'Walter:Righter ordained! Stopfel toithe diaconate
after last year's meeting of the House of Bishops “disasso-
ciated" itself from Spong's 1989 ordination of Williams.
Spong said he delayed' Stopfel's ordination to the priest-
hood until after General Convention, again at Browningis
request.

Spong pointed out that General Convention in Phoenix
“refused tolamend'the canons to prehibit the ordination of
qualified gay and lesbian people;” nor did /it pass any reso-
lutions that would place hurdles in their path. The conven-
tioni also: failed' to. censure bishops who have ordained
homosexuals or place a meratorium enisuchordinations in
the next triennium.

Spong called the convention's compromise sexuality res-
olution, which admitted there was “discontinuity” between
the chureh's traditional teaching and the experience of
many, members, “the most henest statement our church
has ever made onithis issue.”

The Diocese of Newark, he said, was therefore acting
“with the authority of our church. . . an authority that the
churchinationally has now publically acknowledged to have
been valid,” Spong said.

Stopfel said after the senvice that his ordination was a
celebration for all gays and lesbians in the church. “For a
long time we have been silent,” he said in expressing his
own hopes: that it would be possible in the future for the
churchis homosexuals tolbe more “honest and open.”

In describing his “long process of spiritual formation,”
Stopfel, 43, said he spent 12 years in the business world
before responding to a callte ministry that he first felt when
he was 15 years old. A former member of the Evangelical
United Brethren, he said he felt drawn to the Episcopal
Church by the courageous position of bishops like Paul
Moore of New York.

Conservatives Acknowledge Gay
Victory At Convention,
Says Integrity
The Episcopal Church's homosexual group, Integrity,
reports it received “many, albeit grudging, congratulations
various conservative Episcopalians for its great suc-
e trienniali General Convention” held in in July.
ceess was often subtle,” continued an Integrity
, “but it led to numerous threats to leave the
e of the Episcopal Church’s perceived aban-
ditional morality’ "
the convention's defeat of the “Frey”

ventioniadopted a compromise and generally gay-friendly.
resolution en human sexuality,” stated'the release. “Integri-
ty's success onthelegislative front is well summarized,” in
particular,in/a decument releasedby the traditionalist Epis-
copal Synod of America, (previously reviewed in TCC).

Integrity’sithree main opponents— ESA, the Prayer Book
Society, and Episcopalians United (EU)—together spent
about $1 million on the convention, the release claimed,
while: Integrity: spent only $35,000 on! its convention pres-
ence. Over 50 Integrity members served as volunteers: at
the convention, staffing a booth, a hospitality room, and a
“nerve center,” as well asisernving as lobbyists.

Moreover, KimiByham, Integrity’s director of communica-
tions, has! predicted the EU, which was described as' “the
most vocal of the opposition groups;” will fold before the
next General Convention, slated for Indianapolis ini 1994.
EUs “annual budget of $900,000:and their complete lack of
sucecess at this General Convention make! it unlikely that
they willlbeiableito sustain themselves with the kind!of fegr-
tactic fundraising that has proved! successful for them in
the last three years,” Byham was quoted as saying.

The release noted that two deputies had ‘come out” on
the floor of General Convention, several had proclaimed
their sexuality in testimony before committees; about 30
Integrity members served as deputies for the meeting.

“The impact of having/openly lesbian and gay deputies,
a first at General Convention, helped' minimize: homopho-
bic remarks” on the floor in that house, though the release
claimed that “nomoephobic remarks were rampant” in the
House of Bishops, “Where none of the gay bishops [has
proclaimed: his] identity.”

A “high! point of the ‘convention;” said the! release, ‘was
the introductioniin the House of Bishops of.the Rev. Elder
Troy. Perry, moderator; of the [largely homosexual] Universal
FFellowship: of: Metropolitan) Community, Churches, on. - .
July 7. The UEMCE convention was' alse! being held!in

Phoenix. Thelintreduction, which was arranged by Integrity,
marked the first time'that [Perry] had been introduced at a
convention ofiaimainlineidenomination:”

Alsolcited was a Eucharist, featuring|Bishop John Spong
of Newark as preacher, hosted by a local chapter which
groups: beth! Integrity: and Bignity, the' Remani Catholic
homosexual organizatien. ‘A few.days later. . .the Rt. Rev.
Barbara Harrisiof.. . . Massachusettsitold anilntegrity lunch-
eonithat the churchiis pimping’ lesbians and gay, meni by,
using their talents without acknowledging them,” the
release noted.

“For the second time,” it continued, “two! Integrity repre-
sentatives were seated! as voting members: ofi the third
house' ofi convention—the 500:member Triennial of the
Women ofithe Church:

“Integrity. is the only. lesbian/gay, caucus with official vot-
ingistatus in'a mainline denominationalbody.”

The release noted as well the'overwhelming passagei by,
conventionl of. a proposal—the consolidationtef three intro-
duced on Integrity's behalf—that clergy and laity be edu-
cated about homosexual issues. Gays and lesbians will
also have a more direct role in aisexuality report to.be con-
siderediby/the next.convention:

“Despite pre-convention predictions, the Episcopql con-
vention was nothing like the Presbyterian convention: in
Baltimore earlier this year, the' release: said. “The only
exceptions werelactivities by the ChurchiArmy, a right-wing
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lay organization, based ini Ambridge, Pennsylvania, They
distributed a provocative brochure with the word “FAG™ on
the cover which suggested that ‘healingi of homosexuality
was possible. They: also paraded around the exhibit area
daily in ani attempt to exorcise the demons whichi beset
General Convention. These activities alienated most depu-
ties, bishops andivisitors.. . .

“Several deputies and Integrity representatives noted
that there had been a fundamental shiftin the nature of the
gnscussion at General Convention” concluded'the release.
‘Thg consensus was that General Convention would never
again return to the basic question of the appropriateness or
inappropriateness of the full inclusion of lesbians and gay
men, _but rather would focus on how: best te accomplish
suchinclusion and might begin to focus in the near future
on the blessing of committed same-sex relationships.”

Denver Jury Awards $1.2 Million
In Clergy Misconduct Trial

When Bishop William Frey proposed a canoni spelling
out standards of sexual behavior for ministers, he cited'not
only the need to make church teachings explicit but toclar-
ify’ expectations and liability in judicial disputes involving
clergy: sexual misconduct—such as one pending in his
former see of Colorado.

Gganeral Convention rejected his canonical amendment,
bl}t, inithe case about which Frey was concerned, a Denver
DlStert Court jury has now found the Diocese of Colorado
and Its former bishop—Frey—liable for more than $1.2 mil-
lioniin a case involving clergy sexual impropriety:

According to Episcopal News Service, Mary Tenantry, 35,
claimed that she was emotionally, spiritually, and financially
damaged by a 1985 affair with the Rev. Paul Robinson, a
former priest of the Colorado diocese—and by the chureh's
alleged subsequent “cover-up? of the affair

In" testimony during the trial, Tenantry said the affair
began when she went to Robinsen, then a curate at her
parish, for counselingirelated to her own marital problems
andi her daughter's potentially fatal illness. Tenantry said
the affair lasted| several months, and that she later sought
advicefrom Frey regarding theimatter.

Ftey, now the dean of Pennsylvanias Trinity. Episcopal
Sch_o_ol for Ministry, testified that he advised Tenantry to seek
additionall psychological counseling, but that she should not

90ssip” about the affair. He also maintained that Tenantry
andiher former husband requested he nottake actionagainst
Robnr)son. Shartly. thereafter, Frey: confirmed Robinson's
appointmentto head a parish in Colorado Springs. :
i Tenantry's lawyer claimed that Freys advice intensified
Vi ;Plamnf_fs mental problems and amounted to silencing &
T‘enlm' In‘her closing argument Joyce Seelan, attorney for
o antry, stated, “This church, this diocese, is protecting its
angsfs- .. We're' here because of arrogance. Arrogance
Robi acK of concern start at the top and filter down’. ..
o0INson was promoted, and Mary was silenced:”
‘ M':les Gel’Sh, representing| Frey and the diocese, argugd
" Robinson was not an agent of the diocese and his
/ion Was: never approved: that prior to: his ordination
ad passed rigorous screening; and that a psychiatist
tified that Tenantry wouldistillirequire extensive nos:
on and years of outpatient therapy even ifisne had
met Paul Robinson.

Gontinued on Page! 18
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Episcopalians United Says ECUSA
No Longer “Church Of Jesus Christ”

Though its response was slightly milder immediately fol-
lowing the Episcopal General Convention in' July, the con-
servative Episcopalians United!(EU) has now stated that the
convention demonstrated that their church is no longer “the
church of Jesus Christ.”

According to a Religious News Service story in Christian
News, EU, in a September 5 fundraising letter to constitu-
ents, pointed' to what it sees as the convention's failure to
uphold Christian standards of sexual morality and vewed to
continue efforts ‘o restore the true Episcopal Chureh.”

EU's strongindictment follows on the heels of a similar one
from another leading conservative church organization, the
Episcopal Synod of America (ESA), which, however, differs
from EU in its recently-stated belief that further organized
action would be unlikely:to turn the Episcopal Church around.

Another prominent organization, the Prayer Book Society,
has already called for the resignation of the church’s liberal
leaders, in reaction to/General Convention.

All three organizations lamented the failure of the “Frey”
canon which would have made clear that.genital sexual activ-
ity by clergy should be confined to holy matrimony—a mea-
sure whichiamong other things would have settled, at least in
writing, the chureh's debate over ordaining practicing home-
sexuals. Instead, the convention passed a resolution affirm-
ingtraditional chureh teachingbut asking continued efforts to
reconcile it with different experiences of some members.

THE REV. TODD WETZEL, EU executive
director, speaks of “a church gone
awry.”

The EU letter, signed by its executive director, the Rev.
Todd Wetzel, says “A church which ignores God's laws, con-
dones homosexuality and will not even ask [of] its clergy &
commitment toabstain from sexual intercourse outside the
bonds of holy matrimony: is a chureh gone awry!

“The church represented in Phoenix is no longer episcopal
(governed Dy. bishops), nor any longer the church of Jesus
Christ."

Wetzel's letter accuses bishops in the chureh's liberal wing
of having “abdicated their leadership, perhaps even their
membership in the Episcopal Church" He also suggests that
snumerous’ bishops disappointed in the convention's actions
are considering withholdingfinancial suppert (of the national
church) fromitheir dioceses in protest.

He said EU should! begin building “a pawerful' confedera:
tion among orthodox individuals, groups, parishes and dio-
ceses, both to support the protest and to elect bishops and
convention deputies who will wark to restore the true Episco-
pal Chureh:*
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}‘HE LARGESTINORTH AMERICAN AUDIENCE ever for any Billy Graham crusade meeting gathered|in New!York City'September 22 at the GreatLawn

o

iniCentral Park. New York Mayor.David/Dinkins, welcoming Graham from the platform; said “This i§ the Iarges_t multi-cultural rgvi_val meetingithe world
has ever seen.” The crowdlreportedly consisted of whites, blacks, Hispanics, and/Asian Americans, and included|a surprising number. of young
people. WithJohni3:16 as his text, Graham said “Our:social problems are lbasically,moral and spiritual|problems, and moral|problems require a reli-
gious solution. Someask, ‘Why has God abandoned us? God has notabandoned us, we have abandoned him~’Graham’s largest-ever: meeting world-

wide was in Seoul, Korea, with over one million.

DENVER Continued from Page 17, feft column
Jury: Frey “Dropped The Balf’

The jury, however, agreed with Tenantry. After the ver-
diet, jury foreman Jeffrey Dean told the press: “We sure
it sends a message that if any entity is' going to take
the responsibility to counsel individuals, they darn well bet-
ter think about what they are doing:” He pointed to the need
for responsible, well-supervised counselors, and definite
guidelines to be followed should problems arise.

“Because of the way they viewed the church as being an
authonty and' all-powerful, Mary and her husband were
somewhat in awe of the situation and scared of casting
stones at one of. their own,” Dean said. “They came to
Bishop Frey in hopes they could pass the burden of disci-
pline on o him. But he dropped the ball. At the very least,
Fr. Robinson should not have been given his own parish.”
Marita Keeling, a Denver psychiatrist who treated Ten-
antry after she filed the lawsuit, told the jury that Frey’s han-

ing ( the affair “left the impression that church people
e nterastedm protecting themselves, and the chureh,
herefore, is not

tto be trusted”
ppointed in the verdict, and I'm surprised by it
S quoted as saying, “| think I'm probably guilty of
aly Imi not eonscious of maliciousness. . |
 the sheineeds. | will pray for that.”
responsible for all the misbehavior of individ-
es and regulations have to be
T clergy” Frey continued.
Frey wrote fellow bish-
proposal last spring that
Id “lessen our liabilty and

about appropriate sexual behavior that they need a lot of
specificsiis testimony to the muddled state of the church. A
top-level response which appears to be more concerned
with  avoiding| liability than exercising pastoral care with
proper.discipline is also curious, the source said.

For now, the church’s liability for sexual misconduct of
clergy within it apparently remains unmitigated, and, inlthis
particular case, the priest whose actions gave rise tolthe
suit, Fr. Robinson, was originally named in it but filed bank-
ruptey two days before the trial, removing him fromilegal
liability: until his' financial problems are resolved. He no
longer functions as a priest, however. and currently/resides
in Florida.

Meanwhile, current Colorado Bishop Jerny: Winterrowd
said he anticipated an appeal of. the decision. Both the dio-
cese and the bishop) are insured! by the Church Insurance
Company:.

Winterrowd said he will be “very blunt and straightfor-
ward"” about thelissue of sexual misconduct when he meets
with diocesan priests this fall, andithat he expected the dio-
cese would complete a “code ofi ethics” by year's end so
that clergy “will understand the boundaries. There's aigreat
concerniamong our people about this.”

Is The Church Of England
At War Within Itself?

Uncomfortably, The Question
Prompts A War Of Words

Reactions are still beinglregisteredito the recent sermon
by the Archdeacon of York, in which he called for formal
recognition of the split between traditionalists and| liberals
in the Church of England in order to avold a destructive
period of discord.

Most church leaders have responded negatively to the
Ven. George Austin'sicontroversial comments, while letters
to the editor of one prominent public tion, Church Times,
tended to'be a bit more SUpporntivi h@ugh were still mixed,




Having stated his beliefs on the Virgin Birth, the Resyr-
-ection, the uniqueness of Jesus and the standards for
Christian behavior set forth in the Bible, Arehdeacon Austin
charged in York Minster September 8'that There are those
in positions of _power'and influence, not least in the General
gynod, who wreh to impose upon us a gubstitute faith and
morality which in the end can never satisfy”

Austin said that the ;jlfferences go beyond the current
debate over the ordination of women, that future debate in
the General Synod on moral and political issues would cre-
ate“a period of'dlscord far more bitter and divisive than that
experienced with the debate on women priests” and that
the divisions are so d’eep and fundemental that“therelis no
hope of compromise. Ina BBC radio interview, Austin cited
«he questioning of various aspects of the orthodox faith of
the church—homosexuality, single sex marriages, all com-
ing|in the United States already; the feminizing of God and
making him male and female instead of, as the Prayer
Book [says], @ being ‘without parts or passions, New Age
religion andisoon. . ."

Asked whether his proposal threatens the unity of the
church, he said that unity was already compromised by the
current tensions. I know from clergy and laity that many
are feeling very cut off and marginalized and indeed! in
some cases threatened by the liberal establishment.” he
said.

“We're in a decade of evangelism, and! | donit want to
spend the next ten years in acrimony and inconclusive
argument. Welre never going to agreel on these! issues.
Tihere are far' more important, positive things toide.. . .”

An ESA Link?

The only solution, in Austin's' view, s tol recognize! for-
mally the division and' separate liberals and traditionalists,

THE ARCHDEACON OF YORK,
G_eo.rge Austin sees a “church |
within a church?” as the only way

to:avoid years of ran ithi
o cor within the

etlowmg each group to practice its faith without discrimina-
tion. His propesal as further elucidated appears to be simi-
lar'to the course the American traditionalist coalition, the
Episcopal Synod of America, has attempted to pursue in
the past.

He called for bishops and clergy to “stand up and be
counted, not simply on women priests—for many have
done that, bravely in some cases—but on the whale gamut
of the liberal agenda.”

Clergy and parishes, he said, will also “need the means
to identify themselves with.one outlook or the other. Already.
in the EpiscopallChurch inithe United States, beset by the
same problems:and warse, there is the Episcopal Syned of
America, with parishes and people clearly allied to it. We
must follow: that example—perhaps the beginning of a
worldwide' alliance of traditional’ Anglicans. Seme ofl our
bishops are already identifying themselves with the ESA,
and it willlbe for them to give the lead in this country.

“It may be that before long we shali see parish notice
boards and magazines proclaiming the parishi as ‘Church
of England—Episcopall Synod, or whatever titie makes the

——

Archbishop Of York Sees
“No Conclusive Arguments”
On Women Priests

“‘Gut Feelings” Will Decide'lssue
In' Englana, He Believes

The Archbishop)of York, Dr. John/ Habgood, a supporter:
ofithe ordination of women in the Church of England, has
found “nolconclusive knock-me-down arguments” that can
Nelpi ehurch people decide the question of women
Priests —now/ expected toicome up for finall General Synod
Vote in November, 1992. /

' According toia Church Times story, Dr. Habgood wroteiin
iSidiocesan newspaper, Seel, that “In the end, lisuspect,
Mast people willl be guided by gut feelings about what is
80t and most faithful to the historic mission of the Chureh-
bgoediidentified|three main issues in the discussion:
e first is the religious significance of differences
the sexes. He said that men andi women Were
30d to complement rather than to reglace otpe_
erunch question: isi whether tnis djtferen 12«-
es or destroys the symbolism of Christs pre !
eart of the Eucharist. Are wetiedat this '””
ism only; because Christ was aman and.a

his apostles male? Or in his saving work did Christ tran-
scend sexual differences in a way which makes it appropri-
ate for both men and women to symbolise him? The fact
that sincere and learned Christians have argued' passion-
ately but inconclusively over this question suggests toime
that neither Scripture nor Tradition! provide a clear and une-
quivocallanswer toiit. Andithis in turn suggests tolme that it
is perhaps not as fundamentalias some people m_ak_e itiout
to be, that it is not & matter on which the whole life and!

integrity of the Church depends.’

A second issue concerns the legitimacy of change. Dr.
Habgood' says that no church has remained unchanged:
“The crunch question s whether the _Cr'lurch can best
remain faithfullto its central tradition of ministry by refusing

1o respond toithis new social role of women, or by develop-

i radition to include women as equal partners.’

Ing/\ﬂ:gi:;a?;sue concerns authority and ecumenism:. He
said! that “On the one hand there are those who fear gn
irreparableiloss of conti(\unty and identity, apd whose .T‘em
worry. about the ordination of women toithe pnaeth; s
that it will seemite dem_onstrate that ghg_ Church 9& 7
is nolonger interested in membership [un:]}’mewvx‘m‘ e
lic community. On the omer hand t;h.ene: are m@s&w e p@ n
out that developments: in Oathczlnc tﬁad,’i‘thn: .'W' amys
spr:ung from local initiatives. Arrival at a Catholic consen-

sus is usually the last stage.”
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distinction. It would be wrong for those so ldentafymg to
withdraw from! the existing synodicall structure, for it is
important—if we believe that we stand for qu’s truths—to
bethere to proclaim those truths to those with whom we
re in disagreement.” e
: ?—low%veg Austin contended, those onl the traditionalist
side must also scrupulously aveid' protracted aqd rancor-
ous debate over disputed matters—evidently urging a kind
offlive and let live” policy which yet avoidsiendorsement of
or involvement with the liberal agenda.

He asserted  that his vision of a comprehensive church
able to cope with differences mirrors that of his c_ritics. The
Church of England is worth saving, he said, but “if that can
only be achieved by some measure of disunity, by/a ‘church
within a church, ” better that, he said, than progressive
contflict and alienation of those whose * ‘only crime’” is to
adhere to the church’s traditional faith and practice. Austin
said'he had been “astonished? by'the hundreds of support-
ive letters he had received from Anglicans who feel they
have been completely or virtually “driven out.”

e ———

Australian Presbyterians Vote
To Stop Ordaining Women

As earlier forecast in TCC, the Presbyterian Church
intAustralia in: mid-September revoked a 1974 deci-
sion allowing women! to become priests.

Whileithe Presbyterian/National Assembly confirmed
the validity of the ordination of five existing women
priestsin/Australia, accordingto a Reuters report, it ev-
dently made the decision based on a resurgence of
beliefiina Bible-supported male headship.

“I'ibelieve that the Bible teaches that woemen shou|g
notteach and rule men in the church?” the Rev. Chris
Bowser told the assembly before the vote, He quoted
fromthefirst letter of Paul to Timothy: “I do not permit
a wemanitoe teach or have authority over a man, she
mustibe silent.”

The assembly, meeting in Sydney, voted 124 1060
to prevent wemen from becoming ministers in the

future.

The' story said the vote is expected to split the
church; just as the question of female ordination led
Some members to leave the church toiform the Unit-
ing/Churchiin 1977.

A Solution Without A Problem?

Several detractors essentially claimed! that the preblem
with Austin's suggestion is that there is no even dividing
line between traditionalists and liberals in the € of E: either
that there is no one coherent liberal or traditional slate, or
that there are three main church parties (Anglo-Catholic,
Evangelical, and Liberal) and! individual partisans of each
may. still hold some views characteristic of one or both of
the other parties.

Ridiculing Austin's view of the church as divided!into two
warting| factions, the new Archbishop of Canterbury
George Carey asked, sharply, “Where is the liberal
church? Where are these fiberal’ bishops? What are the
grounds of [Austin's] prediction that within five years our lit-

ies will be addressing God as ‘she'?”

» | of @ recent bishops’ conference, Carey con-
fter toithe editor of Chureh Times that “we area
of people representing many! different
but eachiof us is passionately commit-
of the gospel and fully convinced
ess in the Church of England is

As earlier reported, Austin wasirebuked by his own Arch-
bishop (ofi York), Br. John Habgooed. The Archbishop said
moreirecently that he felt Austin was “overreacting to a few.
anecdotes he has heard. The Church of England he is
describingl bears very little relation to' the church I kmow
fromithe House of Bishops?”

Severallletters to the editor of Church Times were nega-
tive, some fearing legal chaos over chureh property: and
related matters, but others hailed| Austin’s remarks. One
writer said Austin’s “proposal that we face upite our differ-
ences by institutionalizinglthem is not scaremoengering, bt
an honest recognition of what is happening unofficially in
the [C of E] already”

Another writer said Austin has! “dared to raise a vital
issue and a pressing problem. This is obvious from thelcho-
rus of disapprobation he has received from the Archbishep
downwards. . .| wish to learn in 2 congregation and from
clergymen who appreciate the resources'we havelinherited
down the centuries, and net to find myselficontending with
fashionable novelties, bristling and making mentall correc-
tions and reservations everny'time | gotoichurch. . .

“The example of [the U.S. Episcopall Church],’ wrote yet
another, “shows that such matters as women in the'priest-
hood, homosexual unions, and inclusive liturgicalllanguage
rapidly take on the character of moral oru—sades-thfa
request for toleration soon becomes a demand fqr cq’mph-
ance. . . The demarcation line between orthodoxy’ and ‘[ib-
eralism’' may not always be sharply defined! in the present

Church of England, but there is a potent and frightening
conflict of direction.” '

ind of church that sends unpopular
Mo golia if they speak unpalatable
“We are, however, the kind of
TSito act and speak responsibly,”
10t mention his own controver-
hirocked the ¢ reh earlier this




Selwyn Gummer MP;who, while not sharing; the solutions
oposed by Austin, joined him in warning that the G of Eis
iery close to disintegration.

Gummer, minister of agriculture and a member of Gen-
eral Synod, told_ the annual conferencg of the English
prayer Book Society September 14 in Leicester that if the
advance of Iiberahsrn in the church is not halted! orthodox
pelievers will be driven out and the € of E reduced to a
Seg{ecounting a conversati_on he had with an unnamed
Englishibishop, Gummer said he told the prelate he diq not
understand how: the Bishop of Durham could hold| the
views he does and still go daily to church and say the
Creed, including the passage “born ofithe Virgin Mary” The
bishop teld Gummer he must “understand that the phrase
‘the blessed Virgin Mary’ is much more a title than a state-
ment of fact.”

He also referred to recent statements by a leading cleric,
Bishop!John Yates, the new head of staff at Lambeth Pal-
ace; in which Yates: contended that the present situation
calls for.a church “which travels light, unencumbered as far
as possible by liturgy and dogma?” Gummer said abandon-
ment of traditional dogma and liturgy led to a “mix-and-
match religion, where you pick out what you want, and if
you find it's becoming too heavy, you drop it.

“Whenithe bishop [Yates] worries about lookingiback it is

doctrine cannog change. It is what Christ taught in Pales-

s down from apostles to bisk ‘
down to Bishop Yates himseft” bishops and' so

In remarks welcomin

for believing more and more about less andlless?” This, said

i*r(]igf}iStef, ‘Would lead to us believing very strongly in noth-

In" addition to Church Times, information for the foregoing
stony. was drawn from other sourees, Including; Religious
News Service/Christian News, and Episcopal News Service

_Are Americans Becoming A
Nation Of “Bullies” And “Crybabies™?

Time Article Cites Growth Of
Finger-Pointing And
Blaming Everyone Else

Inthis new age of Political Correctness, are Americans
caught up in a sick interaction between bullying busy-

- Sex, Money, AndDeath Threats

candal Involving Former Rector
ver.

seminarian
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bodies and masochistic sufferers?

Accordingi to' Lance Morrow, writinglin Time magazine,
“Tihe busybody is the bully with the ayatullah shine in his
eyes, gauleiter: of correctness, who barges around telling
the other kids that they cannot smoke, be fat, drink booze,
wear furs, eat meat or otherwise nenconform to: the new
trbal'rules now taking shape.

“The crybaby, enithe other hand, is the abject, manipula-
tive little devil with the lawyer and, so to speak, the action-
able diaper rash. He'is a mayor of Washington, arrested
{and captured on videotape) asihe smokescrack in a hotel
roomiwith'a weman not his wife. He pronounces himself a
victim—of the woman, of white injustice, of the universe.
Whatever”

Morrow: explains that “Both these types, the one overac-
tive and the other overpassive, are fashioning some odd
new malformations of American character. The busybodies
have ‘beguni to: infect American society with a nasty
intolerance—a zeallto police the private!lives of others and
hammer them into standard forms. In Freudian terms, the
busybodies might be the superego of the American person-
ality, the overbearing wardens. The crybabies are the

messy ia, all'blubbering need and a virtually infantile irre-
sponsibility. Hard pressed in between is the ego that is Sup-
posed to.be healthy, tolerant and intelligent. It all adds up'to
what the Economist perceptively calls ‘a decadent puritan-
ism within/America: an odd combination of ducking respon-
sibility and telling everyone else what to do >

- Citing an' enormous increase in lawsuits over the most
trivial of causes, Morrow asserts that “Each appreach, that
of busybody or crybaby, is selfish, and each poisons the
sense of common cause. The sheer stupidity of each seeps
into|public discourse and politics. /diot in the originaliGreek
meant someone who cared nothing for issues of public life.
The polister Peter Hart asked some young people in a
focus group to name qualities that make America special.
Silence. Then one young man said, ‘Cable TV’ Asked how
10 encourage more young people to vote, a young woman
replied, ‘Pay them. ”

Morrow elaborated: “In her book Rights Talk, Mary Ann
Glendon' of Harvard Law School argues that the nation’s
legal language on rights is highly developed, but the lan-
guage of responsibility is meager”

In one companion article ini Time, Jesse Birnbaum cited
exampies of the “Blame Game”: :

“In Los Angeles, at least three cops who witnessed the
notorious videotaped beating of a black motorist last March
have filed for worker's compensation, claiming that they
suffered anxiety and stress.

“In Tampa, Florida, Dennis Diaz, accused of failing toipay
$30,000 in child support, complained that his right to pri-
vacy was violated in 1989, when the state posted his name
and photograph along with those of other delinquent
fathers.

“In Ventura, California, Donna Roberts charged that a
veterinarian severely injured her pet iguana in 1989; she

suedfor $1 million in damages, contending that the animal

suffered a broken: back and that she endured emotional
stress. The case is pending.

“In Car France, black writer-director Spike Lee,
miffe se his film Do the Right Thing did not win first
al film festival in 1989, implied that the
iSion was racist.

“In'Martinez, California, crew: members of a U.S. Navy
train that severed an antiwar protestor's legs in 1987 sued
him, alleging post-traumatic stress disorder. The protestor
went onito win a settlement in his own suit against the gov-
ernment.

“In Cincinnati, Ohio, Edward H. Winter sued a local hos-
pitalifor‘wrongful living. Winter argued that nursing person-
nel violated' his rights when they saved his life after he
experienced an episode of extremely: rapid heartbeat—
despite his instructions that no such effort should be
attempted. Winter died about two years later; a judge last
week threw out the case, which had been pursued by Win-
ter's estate”
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SPECIAL REPORT |

ACC Continued from Page 13
ACC priests acting| for the oppesing bishops attended the
Florida unity conference, to gather information and ques-
tion several persons present. The remaining ACC bishops,
meanwhile, are evidently disputing whether the Indian
Anglicans actually merged, though minutes of their meet-
ing, at least, are reportedly clear in indicating they did.
But as of the start of the ACC Provincial Synod, by which
time Falk had returned to his home city of Des Moines, the
separation had been effected: the remaining ACC bishops
were!inicontrol, and there was no turning back.

The Synod's Farewell

ThelACC's|IX Provincial Synod was called to order by the
Rt. Rev: James O. Mote of the Diocese of the Holy Trinity,
who' had been appointed Acting Metropolitan: after Falk
was “suspended’ in August pending) his trial.

Mote addressed the gathering at length, beginning with
anemotional farewell to the Archbishop and “those who go
withihim.”

While the Houses of Clergy andiLaity stood in prayer, the
College of Bishops retired to elect a succeessor to Falk.
After a considerablel length of time, the election of the Rt.
Rev: William O. Lewis of the Diocese of the South was
announced to both houses, meeting in separate sessions.
Thel election was ratified by both bodies with few absten-
tions. Meetinglagain inl full assembly, the new’ Archbishop
was introduced by Bishop Mote and immediately received
pledges oflobedience from representatives of the laity and
clergy:

Enthronement of Archbishop Lewis as Metropelitan of
thel ACC, Qriginal Province, took place Friday morning,
September 20. Evidently, however, some discomfort
accompanied this ceremony, since Archbishop Falk had
not yet officially’ resigned, giving rise to doubts about
whether the installation could be seen as legally proper.

Not Even An Olive Branch

The long-awaited unity issue was finally taken up the
same day:

Seme! few: of the delegates and alternates had not yet
seenl the'majority, report of the Department of Ecumenical
Relations, althoughi it was te have been circulated by Sep-
tember 1. (In particular, it was noted that nonelof the New
England delegation had received copies. It was explained
that its diecesan secretary had submitted the names of the

= idelegatesitoollate for distribution, although decumentatien
: ishows! that he' submitted the original list in June and! a
rrevisedilistion August 4.)iSince the document is 47 pages
afivery fine print, its reading was impossibleiin the few/min-
eforelits ratification.
1 a fimal, lastminute attempt to keep the door open to
‘engoin umity/talks, Bishop Chamberlain, who had! earlier
: himselfias “just an @rdinary Bishop from New
moved that in light of upcoming events, action
ity neport bei tabled until the next Provincial
veice vote that proposal was soundly defeated
{ voted acceptance of the report. In so

doing, they rejected absolutely the draft concordat which
had been proposed between the AEC and the ACC. (The
AEC, in General Synod last fall, had already declared
itself in full communion with the ACC, subject to ratifica-
tion by the latter.)

Bishop Chamberlain left the meeting in' protest.

The Fallout

The massive purge in the ACC seems to have brought
with it a new: church. Characteristics always present in
some measure seemed tosurge to the forefront: the 1928
Book of Common Prayer seemed to have been
replaced by the Missal; the Holy Communion by the
Mass; quiet prayer and meditation by the resary; the
humble dress of the clergy by fancy frock according to
rank and impertance.

The Synod adopted new and ambitious plans to rebuild
the ACC in areas where parishes have been lost, and even
where they havent, including in'territory  now: oecupied by
the Anglican Catholic Church of Canada.

Meanwhile, it has beenireparted that 72 percent of Arch-
bishop Lewis's diocese (South) has withdrawn from: the
ACC, as have all but two parishes inithe Diocese of the Mis-
souri|Valley: The parishes at Colerado Springs and Ft. Col-
lins, Diocese of: thel Holy Trinity, have withdrawn, as have
those in Washington. Bishop Rebert Wilkes, sufiragan of
the Pacific Southwest—whose ordinary, Bishop Richard
Willars, has just died—joined ether ACC bishops, including
not only Falk but assistant Bishops Boynton and Connors,
at the Florida Conference oni Anglican Unity, and it is
thought parishes in Arizona will follow Wilkes® lead. Bishop
Chamberlain also attended the Deerfield Beach meeting,
and the Missionary Diecese of New. England was due to
vote on the unity proposal which came out of it on October
26 inlAuburn, Massachusetts.

Bewilderment

The fast and furious events of recent days still leave
bewilderment in their wake among many Continuing Angli-
cans.

Pondering them, the Rev. John Pasco of St. Michaels
Church, Tulsa, focused the issue thus: “Archbishop Falk
has made abundantly clear that he places in primary. posi-
tion the need to work to meet our Lord's prayer that His fol-
lowers ‘may be one' that the world' may believe: On the

‘other hand, the bishops who disagree with the Arehbishop

have stated their case that there can be no unity which
includes the American Episcopal Church; even though the
Deerfield! Beach Conference proposes to meet the chief
objection of those bishops by a service in which three or
more bishops of unquestioned: episcopal validity (having
derived their episcopate through the Anglican Communion)
would conditionally. consecrate ail bishops: of the uniting:
church and make up fer any other perceived deficiencies in
the holy orders” of those in that church. While noting the:
hope offered by the Floridaimeeting, the pronounced differ-
ences withinthe ACC and their results, he said, havebeen
“disquieting to the faithful."
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) Clarence Pope of Fort Worth, president of the

“‘tcal Council November 7-8iin Eresno, Cali-
gito/Founaations Newsletter, Pope was due
thronement September 14 of the Rt. Rev.
as the new Bishap of London, the Church of
diranking' diocese. Hope succeeds Dr. Gra-
who addressed the ESA's founding synod in
ithe story said plans to'maintain strong ties
lersiin other parts of the' Anglican Com-
he U.S. Bishop Hope, alsoia traditional-
personally and repeatedly that he is
and will support us in every way;’
ted!as saying. Pope planned to con-

ernational connections are
we're not a denomination,

n bishops with whom he
| disaster .gf' ’thOen‘ix and how.

Anglican Liturgical Consultation convened at Trinity Col-
lege! inl Torontol by Professor David Holeton found' the
renewal of baptismal practice to be “an integral part of
mission' and evangelism” and said' that “Liturgical texts
must point beyond the! life of the church to. God’'simission
in the world.” After declaring baptism to be “a complete
sacramental initiation and leading to participation in the
Eucharist,” they'said that “Confirmation and other rites of
affirmation have a continuing pastoral role in the renewal
of faith-among the baptised but are in no way: to be seen
as a completion of baptism or as necessary for admission
tolcommunion.” Thel consultation approved the catechu-
menate asi a model for preparation for baptism, and
thought that the pastoral rite of confirmation could be del-
egated by a bishopito a presbyter (priest). Bishop David
Gitari of Kirinyaga in Kenya and the Rev. Ruth Meyers
(U.S.) were elected to the group’s steering committee for
twoyearsiand the Rev: Ronald Dowling(Australia) for four
years. Prof. Holeton and the Rt. Rev. Colin James of Win-
chester, chairman of the Church of England Liturgical
Commission, continue to serve. The liturgists’ conclu-
sions add to a growing trend toward disuse of the rite of
confirmation among Anglicans in some locations.

ENGLAND’S LESSER-KNOWN CATHEDRALS ARE
ENJOYING A TOURIST BOOM, showing the most marked
increase in visitors of all the cathedrals, says the English
Heritage Monitor 1991. Though Westminster Abbey, St.
Paul's Cathedral, Canterbury and York Minster remaini the
most popular sites, withi visitors' in the millions each year,
Guildferd, Hereford, Lichfield and Rochester Cathedrals all
estimated visitor: levels' of, between 90,000 to: 120,000! in
1977, when a previous survey wasdone, but by 1990icould
all'claimi200,000. or: more. The development of visitor cen-
tres and! other activities aimed! at senving or drawing tour=
ists isicited asialreason for the increase. Iniall, said!Church
Times, 12/ million visitorsia'year, many of themifrom outside
England, fleck to English parishi churches, according toithe
latest estimate by the English Tourist Board-

BUT THERE IS A DOWNSIDE FOR ENGLISH
CHURCHES, in that, according to the Ecclesiasticalllnsur-
ance Group, every four hours an Anglican church in
England falls victim to' thieves, vandals or arsonists: Not

only are such things as poor-boxes, safes, antiques and
leaded windows taken, but in particular cases cits >d tw
complete roofs and ene churchyard wall were' take
year the ElG paid out 4.5 million pounds: on




intolerance” from the Church of England. Self-proclaimed
members of groups such as the “Sodom and Gomorrah
Residents Association” and the “Whores of Babylon”
waved banners and participated in the ceremony to protest
Archt_:ishop George Carey's views against homosexual
practice. “Let us purify ourselves of the poison heaped on
us all our lives by the Church of England” chanted a
woman dressed as a high priestess in a low-cut velvet
gown. “We are hear to cure an institution that is possessed
by. . .the demon of homophobia.” Carey was evidently
away at the time in Papua New Guinea for the centenary, of
the arrival of Christian missionaries there, - The Living
Church

__"AND, A SO-CALLED “SERVICE OF OUTRAGE”, orga-
leed by Integrity/Toronto, was said to have been held
ciI;ygE(JSt 28/at Churoh_of the Holy Trinity, Eaton Centre, in the
e RO protest the firing of a Canadian homosexual priest,
pal ev. James Ferry, 38, because he refused to sever rela-
o wnth h!s gay lover. An offering was toi be taken up at
e Sterwce tc_) help defr'ay costs of any legal action Ferry.
drazv al;(e against t_he diocese. Ferry's license was: with-
follovci % To;onto Bishop Terence Finlay, who said he was
o ou "EiJ policy agreed to by the church’s house of bishops,

allows for homosexuals in the ministry only. if: they,
ag[(_ere to remain celibate. - Toronto Star
Leon:fj FORME_R BISHOP OF LONDON, Dr. Graham
R Id, and his wife have become members of the
g Slﬁ_h Prayer Book Society. - Faith and. Heritage

resmre-dJVI\\IMES’S GARL.ICKHYTHE, one of the best-
S ren churches in London, was wrecked in late
B e/; W_hen a constructoers crane collapsed' oni the
e 'us?t' i Six=year, 200,000-pound' restoration’ program
e IUSt'been completed on the structure, for whichidam-

ge IS now. estimated at between one and two million
Doi.lnds. - Chureh) Times
hasTgf DIOCESE OF JOHANNESBURG, Souif Afica,
o i31 ae Namibia, Cape Town, Grahamstown and Preto-
AP pproving the priesting! of women. The moves are
epbparently intended  to encourage the Southern: African

ﬁl?ovmcial Synod tolapprove the innovation when! it meets

tv?ﬁtéfg; though the same! proposal failed to garner the
1989, Th majority vote needed when the symod met in
o Ll Chureh ofi the Province of Southern: Africa con-
1 dioceses. - Church Times
E DIOCESE OF LUSAKA, ZAMBIA, meeting at its
'M‘f‘yv approvedithe ordination of women to the per-
diaconate inithe Church of the Province of Central
1€ Vote is again, evidently intended to memorialize
I'synod, which will take upithe issues of wom-
T

id the Ghurch of Goc

gratulated Zimbabwe's ruling party on a decision aceepting
the principle of a multi-party democracy. - CRPSA report/The
Advocate

*MEANWHILE, BISHOPS OF THE CHURCH OF THE
PROVINCE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA have decided to con-
vene an urgent consultation to' discuss “when and how
sanctions should be! lifted” against South Africa “so as to
bring the maximum possible benefit to alll South Africans.”
- Church Times

* AN OLD BATTLE WAS RESUMED between the British
government and the Church of England recently' as new
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey charged Septem-
ber 19 that government policies were at least partly to
blame for recent disturbances by young people in economi-
cally bleak urbans areas such as Newcastle. Prime Minis- |
ter John Major retorted that rioters in mid-September |
“werentt all from deprived backgreunds™ and that many. of
the incidents “were carefully pre-planned.” Another con-
servative leader lamented that no senior churchman: had
condemned acts of violence by the “young hooligans.” - The
Washington Post

ANGLICAN—USA

EPISCOPAL PRESIDING BISHOP EDMOND BROWN-
ING was due to meet in October with Archbishop! lakovos,
primate of the Greek Orthodox ‘Archdiocese of North and
South America, to discuss the recent stunning decision by
the Orthodox to suspend dialogue between the two
churches. The move was said to have resulted from Ortho-
dox objections to such things as the! Episcopal Chureh's
practice of ordaining women, including of one recently who
is a lesbian, and the Bishop of Newark's claims that St.
Paul was a homosexual. The decision was slated for review
at a fall meeting of the Standing Conference of Canenical
Orthodox Bishops, representing ten Orthodex churches.
The bishops also decided to review membership in the
National Council of. Churches for what lakoves said were
“oxtreme liberties” taken by the NCC in recent years.
lakovos, whose church suspended its membership in th
NCC indefinitely, met with NCC General Secretary Je
Brown Campbell and NCC President Leonid Kishkovsk
September 10:toexplore theimplicatio de

the Orthodox Archdioces 1y {0 resalve mis
e : ingithe meeting




nationall and' international matters,” it “did pot add_ress in
‘ ény real way the fundamental problems which continue to
* pesat the Episcopall Church.” It noted that membership is
down! one million (about 30 percent) since 1967, wh}le the
clergy have doubled innumber since 1955. _The ratio s now.
‘one to 164 lay members; it was one to/351 in 1965.

In the wake of mixed reactkl)ns to rﬁieci:sionsl'g(f 'the recen':
ral Convention, especially on the sexuality issue, we

mradiﬁonalist priest, THE REV. WILLIAM _RALSTON,
rector of St. John's Church, Savannah, Georgia, has now.
writtenithat “in order toicontinue beingi an 'Angl_lcan C_hns;
tian' it may be necessary to/cease being an EplscoPallan.
In & recent issue of his parish bulletin he wrote that ‘I never
imagined such a day might come. Even whgn some of m):
bestfriends wentintowhat is called'the continuing church;
by which is meant the various bodies formed by departurg
from the Episcopal institution, most of which' have Angli-
can'in their titles, | still could not think | had no place in the
Episcopall Chureh, my home, and the home of my family
for tooimany generations to count. But the time has come”
Ralston continued, “for me toiface some hard distinctions
and discriminations. | cannot say that [ think the present
Episcopal Church, as embodied and expressing itself
throughiits General Convention, is congruent with its Angli-
canipastorpresent. |.aminot sure what it is, but it does not
feel likeihome anymore, and'my heart is not in it. . . And so
we may come to the point where we must say | am an
Anglican.” affirming our solidarity with the long’ history of
our particular Christian way—the tradition of the Celtic
reh, King Alfred, Cranmer and Hooker, the martyrs of
janda, the missionaries to China and Japan, Bishop
; and all the goodly. company; and go our way, per-
i remnant within the' Episcopal Church, perhaps
ger and more inclusive Anglican province or

Very Rev. Garrett Clanton of St.
cxp llinois, who recently wrote that
i > one; c| " in some legal sense that
. y challenged from sea to

2y of those who have

r demise” will be

not be conformedito our Lord to'their own desires. It is time
to be clearly Christ's Church and to. mend our fences with
those other Catholic bodies and individuals who have not
been so distracted as we ourselves. We may have meant
welllbut surely it is now. plain to us that satan's house will
notbe divided and, if longlinhabited, risks fouling the fairest
soul.”

Theidivisioniis evident even in the Diocese of Fort Worith,
which, despite itsibishop, the Rt. Rev. Clarence Pope, pres-
ident of: the traditionalist Episcopal Synqd ofi America
(ESA), is not monochromatic in its viewpoints. This was
noted again recently with the formation of a COUNC!L OF
THE LAITY, representing 13 of the diocese’s 57 parishes.
According to Episcopal Life, the group’s leadern sal_d the
Council givesi people “a chance to come and tallg with no
clergy influence. Clergy are controlling what's being/ said.
There arel solmany people who' are afraid! tol talk ini their
own congregations.” Peter Tringham' particularly: charged
that Bishop Pope's statement that “there are now. ,two reli-
gionsiinithe Episcopal Church” is not true. “We don't accept
such a statement because it is not representative of the lai-
ty's point of view." He charged that many: lay people are
upset with' the. ESA’s “rigidity.” He said, “It dlstprts the
national church's position on issues without benefit ofiany
factual background.” The Rev. Samuel Edwards, an ESA
spokesman, said in response to Tringham that the prob-
lem does not come with lack of respect for their imtegrity.on
lack of respect for ours. The problem comes becauseiwe
have two different views of reality.”

Al *"'“"‘fﬁ]

IN BRIEF—
*FORMAL STUDY OF A PROPOSAL FOR “FULL
COMMUNION” WITH THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH bhaz
been delayed, evidently for at least a couplelyears, ‘ya’s
vote of the Evangelicall Lutheran Church in Amer K\:/er
(ELCA) churchwide assembly. The body. did, .howe ec’l
appreve a general statement on ecumenism whlqh urhgi ’
the 5.2 million-member ELCA to strengthen relations 'bp?e
with ether churches and to be “bold? in working/for Visi
unity. - Episcopal News Service :
‘PRESIDENT BUSH HAS BEEN COMMENDED (;’.LQ;Z
‘leadership!in advancing the peace process in tgeowning.
East” by Episcopal Presiding Bishop) Edmond 'éent o
though Browning acknowledged he and the prest Episco-
lier had “differences’ over the Persian Gulf Crisis. =
al\News Service rd
" THE BiSkoP OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EGVET
Salmon, has reauthorized use of the 1928 B(;_,C,’e Alioem
ﬂDzon Prayer in his cathedral, according to: /7
igest, SEX-
“THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AND E”R%Mgp 16
S HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY LEADERZ fgan.
LICANI RELIGIOUS ORDERS in the U'S- 800 e
atement said that ‘the call to ordination \= ' oo re
it, who cannot be limited and who ”;gfwal orien-
idual, regardless of race, Sex Of S&=== 2
jon B

HBEs




L0uis_, Missouri, was elected unanimously at an August
meeting inNorth Carolina. - Christian News
“EPISCOPAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBER
NANCY LAWTON AND HER HUSBAND, THE REV. JOHN
LAWTON were killed in a September auto accident in Mas-
sachuseffts. Mrs. Lawton served as a deputy to General
Copventlon five times and had just been elected tol the
Episcopal Church’s highest policy-making body. She and
her husband had been active in the campaigns of former
Go_vernor Michael Dukakis, who served as a pallbearer. -
Episcopal Life
ETYT?)|E= NORTH AMERICAN BROTHERS OF THE SOCI-
Bl ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, (SSJE), the oldest
4 n's religious order in the Anglican Church, have cele-
razted their 125th anniversary. - Episcopal Life
WOE:E EPISCOPAL CHURCH’'S EXECUTIVE FOR
Ak _MiSSIQN RESIGNED ABRUPTLY after General
2 entlop. Judith M. Gillespie, who had been reported
?or ased with convention decisions that had restored funds
Overseas churches to their previous levels, gave no rea-

Son for her resignation. She had served i '
! : ed in the post since
1986. - Episcopal Life :

RELIGION—-USA

Cé“MgltljlgED METHODIST PANEL HAS FAILED TO
Y. Ac WITH A CLEAR POLICY ON HOMOSEXUAL-
COrﬁmittzord"?g to The Washington Times, a 24-member
A :31 said t.haE ‘the chgrch has been unable to arrive
ek gn mind” on the issue. But the panels majority
hOmosexn lgd that the church drop thei condemnation of
ik o uality from its Social Principles. “We would rather
Ogamgg wrong than being cruel?” said the Rev. Philip
maiority N, a drafter of the report and advocate of the
S r;acommendatlon. Although a churchwide poll
fOur-to-or? Lg) to 85 percent of United Methodists support a
Ch"urch’s t? d'tajneral Qonference votelin 1988 to retain th_e
Sl i itional view on homosexuality, the pressure is
Se amandc ange churchipolicy anyway. The Rev. Daniel A.
T Socia|s’Pa' committee member who opposes changing
e of rinciples or making the committee report the
e all Churchwide study, charged that “Most of the
ey al'science experts that came in [to panel hearings}
¥ETe stacked” in favor of homosexuality:

aS largest Lutheran denomination, the generally
A

“rights” aitpa,
“other Signifi ‘

the 5

The U.S. Senate has joined the House of Representatives
in passing a bill which would lift the ABORTION COUNSEL-
ING BAN from agencies which receive federal funds.
According to The Washington Post, the 78 to 22 vote would
reverse an administration-backed prohibition against
federally-funded groups usingitax money to advise clients to
seek abortions in problem-pregnancy situations. An ‘over-
ride” of a threatened veto by President George Bush
seemed likely, as both houses had passed the measure by
margins of greater than two-thirds of their membership. At
the same time, however, the Senate also added an amend-
ment, by the same 78 to 22 vote margin, to transfer $10 mil-
lion! from! funds allocated to finance two sex surveys to a
program designed to deter premarital sex among teenagers.

Meanwhile, despite advanced contraceptive methods
and education available in the U.S., couples are still failing
to use them, misusing them, or using unreliable methods—
meaning that ABORTION IS STILL BEING HEAVILY
DEPENDED UPON AS A MEANS OF “BIRTH CON-
TROL ” Of some six million pregnancies in America annu-
ally, over three million are unplanned, according to Time
magazine. The abortion rate—1.6/million per year—is one
of the highest in the world, and teenage pregnancy in the
U.S. is more than double that of European countries.

Arrests in WICHITA'S ANTIABORTION PROTESTS
were resumed in early September with 57 more protestors
taken away by local police. The Washington Post said that
police, who made a total of 2,657 arrests from: July 15 to
August 26 at the Kansas city's three abortion clinics,
described Operation Rescue supparters as ‘rude;” in the
words of one police major. At a taping/of the “Donahue’ tel-
evision show. in Wichita, Operation Rescue founder Ran-
dall Terry accused Planned Parenthood's black president,
Faye Wattleton, of betraying her race. Terry charged that
Planned Parenthood has racist underpinnings. ‘Margaret
Sanger, the founder of Planned Parenthood, was an
avowed racist. She wanted to eliminate the black commu=
nity,” he said:

REPORTS BY RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE (Rt

interfal re service, are now being




EMPLOYEES. Lotus Development Corp. will now give
“partners” of gay'employees the same financial benefits as
spouses of heterosexual ones. - The Washington Post
“THE VISN INTERFAITH SATELLITE NETWORK has
expanded tolinclude 600 cities and 9.2 million households.
The mainlineichurch-run effort broadeasts 24 hours a day,
andiis supported by a consortiumof 28 religious organiza-
tions representing 54 denominations. - The Washington
Times/Associated Press
““"MODERATE” SOUTHERN BAPTISTS HAVE
OPENED THEIR FIRST SEMINARY. in Richmond, Virginia.
The schoollis supported by the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship, aigroup which dissents from control of the Southern
Baptist Convention by fundamentalist leaders. - Christian
WNews/Religious News Service/Episcopal Life
A FEDERAL COURT HAS BANNED SPYING ON
CHURCH GROUPS. Four Presbyterian and Lutheran con-
gregations in Arizona had sued over their complaint that
undercover government agents infiltrated worship: serv-
ices, Bible study classes, meetings and discussions in
search of evidence concerning involvement in the “sanctu-
ary” movement conducted in behalf of Latin American refu-
gees. - The Washington Times/Associated Press
“JIMMY SWAGGERT, 56-year-old' scandal-stained
televangelist, was found liable, along with'his ministry and
his lawyer, for defamingrival TV preacher MarviniGorman
and for damaging his ministry. A $10 million judgment was
rendered int New Orleans. Although' Gorman acknowl-
edged sexuallindiscretions with two wemen, he accused
Swaggert and company of masterminding a smear cam-
paign that drove him out of the Assemblies of God and
bankrupted his ministry. Swaggert himself was defrocked
in' 1988 after Gorman revealed photos of the preacher with
a prostitute. - Time
“SEVEN YEARS AFTER THE AIDS CRISIS LED TO
THE CLOSING OF MOST SAN FRANCISCO “BATH-
HOUSES,” sex clubs are back and doing a brisk business
in the area as gathering sites “for playful, anonymous pub-
lic'sex” A visit to sex clubs by two San Francisco Examiner
reporters found that “some are clean, welHighted places
where unsafe sex is outlawed, while others are dark and
dirty places where sex acts, ifinot visibly unsafe, are impos-
sible to monitor” After learning of a month-long investiga-
tion by the Examiner, Mayor Art Agnos vowed to crack
down on those clubs that violate health and safety codes.
- San Francisco Examiner/The Washington Times
“MILWAUKEE ARCHBISHOP REMBERT WEAKLAND
HAS ORDERED HIS PRIESTS TO STOP GIVING GEN-
ERAL ABSOLUTION FROM SIN on Vatican orders,
Weakland had allowed general absolution due to.an appar-
ent decline in auricular confessions among churchi mem-
bers. Rembert, a leading theological liberal, said “a sense
of obedience tol the commands of the Holy Father is still
very muchiaipart of our belief and tradition” - The Washing-
ton Times

RE'LIGION —INTERNATIONAL

DEPUTIES AT THE RUSSIAN PARLIAMENT

STREAMED OUT OF A CRUCIAL DEBATE recently after

word spread that priests were givingl away. Bibles in the
main hall. According to The Washington Times, politicians,

cooks, policemeni and scores of bureaucrats at the river-

28

sidel parliament jostled to join the line, which stretched 50
feetlong and several rows wide. Priests apd staff mgmbers
fromithe Bible Society—a group founded in Russia in 1812
and operating with: funds from abroad—doled out thog-
sands of Russian-language New Testaments and children’s
Bibles. As the group’si stocks ran low, however, the ordgrly
line crumbled into chaos, with' parliamentary. §taff tradmg
insults and serambling to get to the front. A Bible Society
spokesman said that, after decades of _rellglqus suppres-
sion iniRussia, heiwas “surprised at nothing. It is'absolutely
natural—even for Bibles.”

In'an action: demanded by scholars for decades, the
monopoly/ by a small group of international researchers on
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS has been broken by two Amer-
ican: scholars and by a California library. According to an
Associated’ Press story in The Washington Times, two
scholars: have! released the first of five volumes of previ-
ously unpublished texts from the scrolls, gs‘reconstructeg
from an already-released “concordance’ listing word§ an
phrasesiin their original context. In addition, T7he B_a/t/morle
sunreports that the Huntington Library in San Marino, Cal-
ifornia, which' has complete photographic copies of the
famous Old Testament scrolls, has announced it will make
them available to qualified scholars generally, denying the
claims of the Israeli government that the library has noright
to letthe public see them. The Washington Post noted that
the roughly 800 scrolls were discovered in caves near. Jerlg
salemlinithe 1940s and 1950s, and have b_een ‘translate
and made public only inipart. The scrolls, written in the per-
iod between 200 B.C. and about A.D. 50, are thought by
many. researchers to be the library of a single unorthodox
sect of highly religious' Jews, the Essenes, among whom
Jesus may havellived.

IN BRIEF—

“AN/AIDS AWARENESS CAMPAIGN WHICH DISTRIB-
UTES CONDOMS has drawn opposition from the Roman
Catholic and Free Presbyterian Churches in Scotland.
Infermation packets are being distributedi tor drugstores,;
dental and medicall offices and libraries, and includ_e a con-
domiand illustrated instructions telling how to use it. - Reli-
gious News Service/Christian News

*EVANGELICAL LUTHERANS IN CANADA have
adopted a statement permitting administration: of commu-=
nion to all baptized members from infancy. - Ecumenical
Press Service/Christian News

“CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH IN' THE PERSIAN GULF REGION SINCE 1989
is underway. The 400-square-foot St. Thomas Church, &
part of the Syrian (Oriental) Orthodox Church of India, ls
being erected in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on Iand
donated bythe late ruler of Dubai, Sheik Rashid bin Saee
alMaktoum, and will have a capacity for 1,500 worship-
pers. The $410,000/ needed for construction was raised by,
the church's 1,600 parishioners, who currently meet at a
parish hall in Dubai for services. The structure is due to/be
ready for use nextMarch. - Episcopal News Service 2

“THE UKRAINIAN BIBLE SOCIETY was established lfd‘l
Kiev ini June with the help of the United Kingdom-base
United Bible Sacieties. The society’s inaugural meeting,

Continued.on Back Cover
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Truth Or Consequences

The :
el tf)h‘;’;g an mocking reactions by Church of England hier-
much, Wethinksselr:txops of the Ven. George Austin protest t00
Prophetical] tS- h_c‘>r in fact Archdeacon Austin is only speaking
What has a] r{z ag 18 fellow Church of England members about
tional ang liberaly ;})]roven to bq true in the United States: tradi-
repelleach other churchmen, like oil and water, will continue to
prehensivenessn’ and no amount of the famous Anglican “com-
superficial ma can overcome this in anything more than a
PFObl s thi;n;:r' F{. Sam_uel Edwards correctly identifies the

R SU€ In saying of those who disagree with Fort
@555 ot ot ative Episcopal leadership that “the problem
Tespect for oy with lack of respect for their integrity or lack of
ferent e IS. The problem comes because we have two dif-

ot S (g re.alﬁy."
should ip rf:; whnstlan love for those who disagree with us
Oty o Ve Sh:)iylge‘ denied: that is a central part of God's word

0 vy of tlll1 include charity, and may mean compromise
Jereby ings—but truth should not be one of them, for

The)I, S truth defeated. :

P §2C¥GO£ that kind of compromuse is keenly observed in
aceriding segur ;S on the aftermath of General Convention’s

) e notina l:}t}y resolution: Bishop Spong ordains another

| o d’inati g that the convention refused to prohibit homo-
'{1 fS‘?COnservog‘s (so it follows that it must be okay); Integrity
i e eZ V}gs 'have cpnceded‘the gay victory at convens

o ECU’S Aglscopallans United essentially does in its
o 1S no longer t}}e church of Jesus Christ.

P we)ll',]-' ose af oddg vylth key church policies who
- Wit f;Ir_ltended Chr}stnan peacefulness to work for
S an]cll]’ cooperating as far as possible with the

e ind with those at its controls, have over time
and the true faith ostracized and decimated.
€T 1n response to Austin in Church Times: “The

'_’AVLS\IV‘JT‘
4 =

: Gospel and building up!God's King

ultimately, there is no real penalty for lack of reform. there is no
reform. Nor will there be muchipeace or ability to speak clearly
the Church’s saving message.

Certainly not everyone agrees on the need for, specifics or
feasibility of Austin's proposal to separate liberals and tradition-
alists within the C of E in particular (though such a course is
essentially what the 4,000-member Cost of Conscience has
already decided it would have to follow, iff worse comes to
worse, via its plan for “alternative episcopal oversight™). Some
have decried the possibility of any sort of split, others would
suggest that integrity and practicality would demand the estab-
lishment of a completely separate church body by one or. the
other party; many would, we hope, urge delay in any radical
action until it becomes clear, especially through the vote on
women priests next year, which view of “truth ” will prevail in
the C of E.

But Austin is right in his general, basic assertion: that liberals
and traditionalists still within the ranks of official Anglicanism
are never going to agree on the several fundamental issues now:
vexing the Church and—in those venues where the historic faith
has truly been overrun by new age religion—traditionalists
must, for the sake of honesty, peace, and conscience, find a way
of establishing at least gperational. separation. ‘ Ha

Nothing less than responsibility to the task of proclaiming the

domiis at : hose:

who in good conscience rematned to)
pal Church, this mission, and the num
been seriously eroded over the last 12
point 1976 General Convention.
and dismantling of the traditional
capped with a final it ‘the dof
ich reject




ristian Challenge Sponsoring Parishes

Jacksonville/Orange Park
Church of St. Michael & Alll Angels
(Anglican Church of America)

Lakeshore Drive West, Orange Park

Less than 10'min. off 1-295

Sun'HC 10a: Holy Days as announced
The Rev. Laurence K. Wells
904/388-1031

GEORGIA

Atlanta

St. Barnabas Anglican Church
(Anglican Church of America)

4795 N. Peachtree Rd., Dunwoody
Sun lla

1928 BCP

The Rey. William Weston

The Ven. Carroll Simcox
404/483-6511

404/457-1103

ILLINOIS

Quincy
St. John’s Parish

/Episcopal Church/1928 BCP)
Hampshlr Street

MICHIGAN

Detroit

Mariners’ Church

(Autononous)

170 E. Jefferson Avenue

Sun HC 8:30 & lla, Sunday School
and Nursery at Ila; Thurs HC 12:10p:
(All'sves 1928 BCP)

The Rev. Richard Ingalls

313/259-2206

MINNESOTA

St. Louis Park (Minneapolis)
Anglican/ Church of St. Dunstan
(Anglican Church of America)

424] Brookside Avenue

Sun HE 8:30a (MP Ist Sun),

HC & SS 10a

(Nursery care 10a)

Tues 7p Bible Study

All'services 1928 BCP

The Rey. William' Sisterman
612/920-9122

MISSISSIPPI

Jackson

The Anglican Parish of St. George
(Anglican Church of America)

Chapel onithe grounds of the

Agriculture and Forestry. Museum.,

East Lakeland Drive

SunHEC 1la (MP 2nd & 4th)

Wed Bible Study 6:30p

The Rev. Canon Van Windsor

The Rev: Ernest Saik

601/956-3425

St. Stephen’s

United Episcopal Church
3000101d CantoniRd., Suite 275
Sun HC, SS & Nursery 8:45a
(MP an & 4th)

Wed Bible Study 10:30a; 7:30p)
The Rev. J. Nathaniel Reid
601/981 -0228




NEW YORK

Hollis
St. Winifred’s Anglican Church
(Anglican Church of America)
gO-Zg 191st Street

Un'HEC 9a (8a July 4-Labor Day)
The Rev. Herb ille .
718/464-960(; ert L. Miller, Jr.
718/464-425)

OKLAHOMA

ghlsa{Broken Arrow
(15;1 M;cgael’s Church
i7e .
Pitscopal Churc
35371\? Garne{ia wrch)
NIMP & HE 8a: Choral Euch
- 7 10: 10
X‘ﬁd HC & Unction 7p ;
S€rvices 1928 BCP

e Rev. Joh .
918/252_12“ n Pasco

PENNSYIVANIA

laculata
glican Church of the

: 01)’ Sacrame
: nts

An&llcall Catholic Church)
Fiomra o Clitrpe]),

S aculata Coll
SUn HC 9a O, €ge
e

he Rev. pr. :
609/4244468A' David Secland
215/886-7096

dreland

- Paul’s

ormed Episcopal Church)
—hurch Road

9a HE said; lla MP

St Sun): SS 10a
George B. Fincke
432

hurcho
recopal Ch

Wed 10a:

SOUTH CAROLINA

Florence

The Anglican Church of Our Saviour
(Anglican Church of America)
2210'Hoffmeyer Road

Salvation Army Chapel

Sun 3:30p MP Ist. 3rd. Sth:

EP 2nd & 4th; HC when

supply priest available

Contact: Louise Sallenger

803/669-6615

Hilton Head Island

Church of the Redeemer
(Anglican Church of America)

Room #218., Marriott Office Center
off Greenwood Dr.

Sun HC 10:30a (MP 2nd & 4th Suns)
1928 BCP

The Rev. Robert Pecples
803/785-3967

803/671-7488

TEXAS

Alpine

Holy Cross Anglican Church
(Anglican Church of America)

N. 2nd at Brown

Sun HE 9:30a

Wed HC noon

Holy Days HC noon

1928 BCP

The Rev. A. Saxton-Williams
915/837-7463

Dallas :
Church of the Holy Communion

(Independent)
17405 Muirfield/ Drive
(near intersection Tollway/Frankford Rd.)

Sun/9a HE; 10a Church School/Aduit Bible
Study; lla MP (HC Ist Sun)

(1928 BCP)
The Rev. David A. Edman

214/248-6505

Fort Worth

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
H0th & Lamar Streets

Sun 8a HC: 9. ifa MP ¢HC Ist Sum)
10a Church School

1928 BCP all services

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Swenson
817/332-3191

VIRGINIA

Arlington

Church of St. Matthias
(Anglican Church of America)
2425 N. Glebe Road

(St. Mark’s U. Methodist Church)
Sun HC 9a (MP 4th Sun)

The Rev. Siegfried Runge
301/963-5726

AUSTRALIA

Melbourne

St. Mark’s, Fitzroy
(Anglican Church of Australia)
250 George Street

Sun HC 9:30a

Sat Benediction 7p

Mon-Sat Daily Mass

The Rev. Tony Noble
03/417-2751




