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International
“A COLLEGE FOOTBALL COACH HAS LAUNCHED
AN E'VA‘NGEL|CAL MEN'S MOVEMENT that is growing
hke wildfire. “Promise Keepers,” founded in 1990 by Univer-
sity of Colorado football coach Bill McCartney, now has a
staff of 70 and an annual budget of $3.8 million. By lastyear
the group had drawn over 300,000 men from six cities to
conferences o teaching and praying. In 1996 Promise Keep-
ers hopes to draw one million men to pray on the Washington
Mall. - The Washington Times
*AND; A CAMPAIGN TO TURN THE HEART OF FA-
THERS TO THEIR CHILDREN has been started by author
Don Eberly's new group, the National Fatherhood initiative.
A national media campaign, national summit meeting, local
campaigns and pledges, are among the tools the group
hopes to employ to promote responsible fatherhood. George
Gallup, William Bennett, Willard Scott and actor James Earl
Jones are all members of the group’s board. - Critique
*ASECOND-ROUND ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN A BROAD-
CASTING LICENSE HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL FOR LON-
DON CHRISTIAN RADIO executives. Owned by a charitable
trust, the station, apparently the first of its kind in England, will
have a magazine format of news and views from a Christian
perspective, including guests, phone-ins and Christianrreflec-
tions. - The Church of England Newspaper
"MOSCOW'S CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST THE
SAVIOUR, THE WORLD’S LARGEST ORTHODOX
PLACE OF WORSHIP when! it was destroyed oni Stalin’s
orders in 1981, could be rebuilt in time for the city's 850th
anniversary in 1997. Gpened'in 1883 as a memorial to the
Russian Army’s 1812 defeat of Napoleon, the church was
replaced by a swimming| poeol, often secretly used by Ortho-
dox believers for baptisms. As the Russian Orthodox Church
scrambles torestore thousands of churches seized during 70
years of.communist persecution; the churchiwould serve as
animportantsymbol of the church's resurgence. Government
ieaders, includingl President Boris' Yeltsin, support attempts
toreturn property toithe church andhave provided'state funds
for restoration, though the $150 million price tag for the
cathedral project has been scored by some. Yeltsin says
restoring the churches would create an atmoesphere “‘inwhich
there will be less room for sinning.” - Episcopal News Service
*RITES OF BAPTISM/FOR THE SECULAR (?) are now.
available in' England with' How to Make a Family: Covenant,
a new guide for parents whoiwant a secular rite of passage
tomarkbirth or adoption. Texts from Kipling, A.A. Milne, music
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by Stevie Wonder, and the participation of'secular‘godpar:
ents” are:among suggestedienhancements teitheiceremonty:
In'oneisamplerrite, parents promise toclothe; shelter protect
and'love!..”- Church Times

*BILLY GRAHAMWILLECONDUCT THEIEARGESTAND
MOST HIGH-TECH EVANGELISTIC OUTREAGH EVER!n
March: The “Global Mission®willoriginatein'San Juan, Plert
Rico, and willbeam by satellite to 165 countries, where local
groups can downlink the crusade in'40 different languages
Graham’s ministry calls it “the largest evangelistic outreacﬁ
in the' history: of the ehurchi To' coordinate the Mmassive
program, some: 5,000 regionalidirectors havelbeen trained
who will‘ initurn train ever one million Christians. From th
group willcome 450,000 GloballMission counselors todo ml:
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CONTINUING/TRADITIONAL
CHURCH UPDATE

The (October/November) issue and the overall survey (of the
Continuing/Traditional Anglican Churches) is excellent...well-
written, fair, and complete. Worth a donation!

William E. Eaton
Bugene, Oregon

Once again, I thought the October/November issue of TCC was
outstanding! The news of the different Continuing Churches was
interesting and heartening...

The Rev. Joseph F: Wilson
Woodhaven, New York

Reformed Episcopalians

Many, thanks..for Gregory Diefenderfer’s highly interesting
and informative article entitled “The Traditional Anglican Move-
ment Today.” I would welcome, however, a considerable amount
of clarification of the following statementregarding the Reformed
Episcopal Church (REC) found on page 21. “The REC received
its apostolic succession from ECUSA through Bishop Cummins,
and has maintained suchisuccession, without additions, down to
its|current bishops:*

_The Declaration of Principles of the Reformed Episcopal
Church, which Tunderstand to/be “unalterable,” after first stating
that “This Church recognizes and adheres to Episcopacy, not as
of Divine right, butas a very ancientand desirable form of Church
polity,” then goes on to:assert, “This Church condemns andrejects
the following erroneous andistrange doctrines as contrary to God's
Word: First, That the Church of Christ exists only in/one order or
form of ecelesiastical polity:” ete. (1963 BCP, p. V).

In the development of this theme, the Reformed Episcopal 24th
Article of Religion affirms:

“That doctrine of ‘Apostolic Succession,’ by which it is
taught that the ministry of the Christian Church must be derived
throughaseries of uninterrupted ordinations, whether by tactual
succession or otherwise, and that without the same there canibe
no valid ministry, no Christian Church, and no due ministration
of Baptismand the Lord's Supper, is wholly rejected as unserip-
tural, and productive of great mischief. This Churchi values its
histonie ministry, but Tecognizes and honors as equally valid the
ministry of other Churches, even as God the Holy Ghost has
accompanied their work with demonstration and power.” (1963
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BCP, pages xvi, XVil)...

..Bishop (James) Mote (of the Anglican Catholic Church), &
number of years ago, rightly pointed out to me that “‘invalid” does
not necessarily mean “non-effectual.” Nevertheless, as I'm cer-
tain he would be among the first to insist, the question of the
“validity” of Holy Orders or the security of the divine covenant
in regard to the Sacred Ministry is (as far as the historic Christian
Faith is concerned) a question of the most vital import. SO also
are the related concems regarding the divine institution of the
threefold Ministry of Apostolic Succession, the character of the
Ministerial Priesthood, the nature of the Eucharistic Offering and
of the Real Objective Presence, etc.

It has been my understanding (subjectto.any amount of needed
correction) that clergy transferring to the Continuing Churches ofi
the historic Anglican/Episcopal tradition from the [REC] have. in
the past, been required to receive Holy orders, at least sub condi-
tione, by a canonical Bishop of Apostolic Succession. It would
seem that unilateral recognition of Reformed Episcopal orders by
any of the Continuing Churches might further fragment the move-
ment...By all means let us labor for godly union and communion
among all committed Christians, and especially among all those
who seek to be faithful to historic Anglicanism—but by no means
let us do this at the cost of further divisions among churches which
profess subscription to the Affirmation of St. Louis, or even more
tragically at the cost of schism within faithful and canonically
established jurisdictions.

(The Rev.) Charles Wesley McCleery
121 Eifth Avenue
Corry, Pennsylvania 16407

On.your last point, be not dismayed. in our: reporting of ecumenical
contacts between the REC and traditional Anglican bodies we see
no move whatsoever on the part of the latter to throw over their
stand on Holy Order (even though the REs do seemto have a point
about apostolic succession causing “great mischief!). On your
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- “lledone of the REC bishops to respond, but had
A Ieply at presstime. So what we would say in the
AR OUruinderstanding, is this: the REC, while taking
attitude towarq apostolic succession than that historically

“nsdicans, has nevertheless carefully maintained it
S history. Thus. the Statement you quoted from My
[STLs correct, though it is not the whole story. Attitudes
) oW be different in practice, as well, given that
undergoing a self-reevaluation in recent years,
~ seams 1o be reclaiming q stronger Anglican identity. In
€ We rust supplemental explanationswill be forthcoming.

RADITIONAL CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
first

' Came across your excellent magazine [in early
cen ordained to the diaconate and am now licenced
nal Church of England (a Continuing Anglican
the Traditional Anglican Communion) and serve
O in my hometown. After two years of searching
'SSSIng (o find a new spiritual home in the TCE,
€s off classical Anglicanism can be taught, and
' cording to the 1662 Book of Common

1g¢ that what began as an attempt tolmodemize the
( 605 has ledito the virtual overthrow
ablished Church. As someone born in
mber of the Church of Englandis the
ralisation that has caused so much painito
] the Traditional Church of England
liSm inlits homeland,
The Rev. Peter D. Robinson
135 W

facing us! two, asiwe supped our beer, was “are We now still
communion with'each other or not?” Although Sl.l“ both'Ang
cans, members of the Church of England, we were Intwo dlffere-ar
integrities (what does that mean?); we believe quite radl‘c
different things about the revealed nature of the sacraments, t
given-ness of ordination and/the eucharist. W<? couldnot agree.
ﬁow the scriptures should be translated when it comes (o thmkl‘
about whether women can or cannot be ordaiqed; we were. qu:’
diverse on the relevance, importance and binding [nature] of.t’
Tradition. And'when it came to talking about the ecumenict
perspective and the nature of Authority, we were talking tws
different languages. i g
You see, Pgat dgoesn’t really believe he is a priest. He isa b:t_hk—
my brother-in-law, who is a prison chaplain. Bill doesn’t belieV&s
he’siaipriesteeither. Yes, he is a minister. Yes, he is pomm1s510n?(
by the'church'hierarchy. to perform certain functions, but asth(-
priesthood, no, not really. Both Bill and Pat .know whatB i
priesthood' of all believers is, and they subscribe to: that. I ut
neither of them accept sacerdotal priesthood; in fact, they Tejec
it, as they reject any:idea of sacrifice within the eucharist or any
notion that Our Lord is in some way objectively present in the
mass. Perhaps in those terms alone one can just begul to gct”ffl
glimmer of how easy it is for them to accept women Rnests >
after all, they don’t believe in priesthood: and let’s face it, tht?l':
are few amongst us traditionalists who have any problems w1t» ‘
women sninisters. But their acceptance of the new: church ordec;
nunsevendeeper than their non-acceptance of what weunderstanas
as priesthood. : e
Bothofthese clergy subscribe toa deep-rooted liberalism. Theg,. :
don’tibelieve that they have any special authority themselves ant
they don’taccept the authority of anyone over them; they certainly
don’t accept the authority of bishops (just senior ministers afte
alll); the scriptures are “open house”; Tradition is irrelevant; aic
i ecumenical relations have been impaired! by, recent_changeS; :
thenthar’shardlyaproblem. .It's almostas if you can bel ievewhats
YOu want to believe; it is the liberal agenda. That was the Ve
point [ put to Pat, as we lingered over the last dregs of the B:as
andbegan to contemplate if we should round off the evenin; W
anice single malt whisky—a Glenmorrangie perhaps, or a/GIen

livet? We settled on a Tallisker from the Tsle of Skye. He

liy




mailable for Immediate Shipment!\
The Latest Book
by The Rev’d Dr. Peter Toon

*“... a timely publication, designed to play a part in the positive
recovery of the authentic Anglican Way in the 1990s™

The Anglican Tradition

The American religious scene is like a supermarket. Eachform of religion'and denomination
has its distinctive charactenstics. Theclaim to distinctiveness by the Anglican Way s that
it is both evangelical and!catholic as well as scriptural and!liturgical. It is also that its. fex
orand; (law of praying/worshipping). is its /ex credend! (law. of believing).

The Common Prayer Tradition, with its rich heritage of Books of Common Prayer from
1549 through toi the 20th Century, is the peculiarity and glory of Anglicanism. Within the
Prayer Books of the Anglican Family, there is a basic harmony and identity. of structure and
spintuality, but there are some differences (e.g.. inthe Euchanstic Prayers). These differences
point not to disorder but to/the comprehensiveness of the Anglican Way.

In this book, Dr. Toon introduces the reader to the Anglican Rites for Holy Communion.
He also examines bothithe doctrinal soundness and the pastoral suitability of eachi rite for.
today/s American religiousi scene.

Whichi Rite is Right? is a simply writteén, educational text designed for individual use,
as a Sunday. School text-beok, and as a reference manual for clergy and lay feaders. Itis
atimely publication, designedito play ajpart in the positive recovery of the authentic Anglican
Way in the 1990's. Price ... $8.95

Send Check or Money Order for $8.95 plus $1.50 Shipping and Handling, or place
your. order.oniour Toll-Free Order Line by Credit Card (MC/VISA) 1-800-ANGLICAN.

Presecbation Press

& P. O. Box 612 - 25 Russell Mill Road « Swedesboro. NJ 08085 J
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PRIEST NEEDED

|..for the Church of the Good Shepherd, a small! Continuing Anglican
congregation usmg the 1928 Book of Common Prayer We sewe centra!

Bestseller!

“A masterpiece. . "—JOHN BOOTY, Historiographer

The Episcopal Church

. . .the book that Episcopalians have needed for
decades. . ““—THOMAS C. REEVES,
University of Wisconsin

-highly readable and interesting.”
—ROWAN A. GREER, Yale Divinity School

bee

‘.. .a compact and readable history. .
—ROBERT T. HANDY, Union Theological Seminary

A thorough and well-written account. .
fascinating contribution to our history.”
—SHERIDAN BAKER, University of Michigan

.a broad and

‘.. .an important guidepost to how and why we ar-
rived at where we are now. . . required reading. .
—PAMELA P. CHINNIS, President, House of Deputies,
The Episcopal Chureh

“Carefully researched, well organized, and a pleasure
to read. —DON S. ARMENTROUT, I
University of the South, Sewanee : i

.. .though only 200ipages in length, this book is
Iong on'information, insight and style. . .Order
one for the parishlibrary right away.”

—(THE REV) TRAVIS DU PRI@ESK

A:BRIEF HISTORY
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T ISALWAYS FUNNY TO ME WHEN I READ THE RESULTS
‘OF MODERN]ST “SCHOLARSHIP” from the splendidly in-
Eestuous Mutual admiration societies styling themselves as

Jesus Seminars” and whatnot. Without fail, these folks (who
have, like Dr. Science, a degree in Theology and therefore
KI_\OW More Than You Do) love to speak of the people who
Withessed ang bore witness to the life of Jesus as though
they were a pack of igiot savants.

.ln the modernjst wonderland, Jesus was a fuddled rabbi
With hopes of a better world. He was, we are assured, a
profoundty inspiring person, a charismatic leader, and'a
Mesmerizing speaker. How INSpiring, charismatic, and mes-
MENZing? Why, so much so that He galvanized a movement
of Jews into ignoring everything He said and did, utterly
forgetting His unforgettable oratory and replacing it with
f€ams of quotations with the precise historicalivalue ofa pile

of Mad magazines, Yes, though He never walked on water
or calmed a storm, the Jesus of the modernist scholar is
nonetheless a miracle worker ofisorts. Why, just by uttering

a few sketchy €pigrams about being nice, this itinerant

Preacher (who did not, we are assured, make claims of

deity, multiply loaves, raise the dead, or even compose the

“Our Father”) Mmanaged to transform unlettered Jewish

monotheists into men who willingly: blasphemed! the God

He preached by deifying this Nazarene cipher. So deeply

inspired by the awesome figure of Jesus were they, that out

of profound reverence for Him' they obliterated virtually

EVEIy trace of His memory and substituted in its place the

ingenious fabrication called the “gospel.”

So, it is said, there is a radical discontinuity between the
Jesus of history and the Christ of faith, But lest this disturb
the faithful whose alumni donations to universities form
such a vital part of the work of those who delight in being
called “brilliant scholars” by The New York Times, we must
here enter into what those scholars obliquely refer toas the
“Easter Event.” What, pray, wasthat? Well, it's far too subtle
for people as ignorant as you and me to understand, butiin
plain bafflegabit goes something like this: The Resurrection
{and the entire gospel) is a mythic expression of the gestalt
of messianic expectation alloyed with Yahwist apocalyptic,
pagan fertility myth, and certain psychological factors cata-
lyzed by the Christ event and finding its locus in the
transsignification of the Christian community’s own self-
empowering transcendence of the death of Jesus of Naz-

areth and exaltation of His ministry into a mode of “divine

revelation,”

Translation: The real Jesus (whoever that was) is dead as a
doornail and was probably eaten by wild dogs soon after the
crucifixion. But since the Apostles believed in Him real hard,
and created the gospel story out of whole cloth to relieve
their guilt, disappointment, and religious psychosis, then we
can say the Resurrectionis “true” in some Pickwickian sense,
50 s not to disturb believing yokels like you and me, who
fund colleges with “brilliant theologians” on their faculty.

Consider the musings of media darling, Episcopal Bishop
John Spong of Newark, who seems to have made a career
out of trying to convince people that the New Testament is

MARK P. SHEA /s authorof This is My Bod AnEvangeli-
cal Discovers The Real Prese lished by Chrlsten-
eprinted (in slightly altered form) with permission

The
Resurrection,
Eucharist, And
Priesthood::

Only The Real
Thing, Please

A layman takes on the Jesus SeminaE,
Bishop Spong, and ordination as a “right
+

“Brilliant scholars” who debunk the Gospels are
(at last!)masterfully debunked in return by Seat-
tle writer Mark P. Shea. An Evangelical-turned-
Roman Catholic, Shea’s comments on “rights”
aiguments for women'’s ordination, as well, are
timely and relevant for “official” Anglicanism,
parts of which have already admitted women
clergy; as much for Roman Catholicism, particu-
larly i the US., where the recent Washington
meeting of American Catholic bishops was regaled
by outdoor demonstrations for the innovation.

nice but'shouldinet be taken seriously. As/l understand|it (if
it can be understood), his latest idea. put forthiint hisibock
Resurrection: Myth or Reality, is that the resurrection stony.
is not literal history but overlaid withi a particular kind of:
ancient Jewish myth called midrash, by which! narraters: of
the Gospels enhanced the stories of Jesus’ life with details
from traditional tales. From this Spong reportedly concludes
that there was no empty temb after the crucifixion, because
Jesus was cast into.a mass grave, and it wasn’t until at least
six months later that the Easter “moment” came to P‘eter.
“Suddenly. it all' came together for Simon,” he writes. “The
crucifixion was not punitive, it was intentional. The cross was
Jesus's ultimate parable,” designed to awake many to “the
meaning of Jesus as the signi of God's love” and spur the
Christian movement. .

' Now, some people refer to this as “scholarship illuminat-
Ing the darkness of religious ignorance,” For my. part, Il find
it simply bewildering. [\ mean, | can understand the village
atheist saying boldly, “Christianity js just sor much squid
eyeballs!” and trampling a Bible underfoot. | can also see
taking the text seriously: when Pay| says the Resurrection

Y/FEBRUARY, 1995



really’ happened and he knows 500 people who can back
himiup: Butteisay, “It’s all squid eyeballs unless you believe
in'your heart that it isn’t,” is/just incomprehensible. [t's like
saying that wishing will make the moon/into'green cheese.
IMfind’ such' statements indistinguishable' fromi my: Mom's
words to my brother when he was confronted with the
shattering news that Santa Claus was not real. “Mike,” she
said, “if you believe he's real, then he is.” Even as a'kidil
thought that was either really dumb or else one of those
comforting things parents say in order to keep children from
bugging them too much. And I'can't help but think that
modernist scholars, prattling about the Easter “event” or
“moment” while'denying the historicallResummection actually
happened, arealso eitherreally dumb ora collection of elitist
apparatchiks whodon't want children like me to bug them
too muchiand jeopardize their job security.

I, as I'think, the latterhypothesis isithe case, lican only tell

""-:\‘ Coos 7 ol

them! that this sheep is not comforted, nor is he fooled. For
disingenuously retaining the form! of the gospel while refus-
ing to believe a syllable of it is called, in' my part of the
country, bunk (or something more blunt). Alittle lowerndawn
the socio-economic scale and with a different dynamie, this
game is practiced, not by “brilliant scholars,” but by people
like those who brought you the PIL Club. But the song
remains the same: Use Christian language toiacquire power,
money, oracclaim while spitting inithe eye of Chiistian belief,

But of course, well-paid, highly-publicized, widely ac-
claimed theo-babblers are not the best people to turn to in
seeking out such things as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
That's why. despite the many aceolades outfits like thelesus
Seminar have accumulated, [, ignoramus that ! am, have not
been able tolfall inidrooling credulity at their feet, any more
than | could prostrate myself before |im Bakken Chatter as
modernists may, I findimyself going back to the words (and!

e
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Dlslngenously retaining the form of

€ 8ospel while refusing to believe

4 syllable of j¢ is called, in my part

of the country, bunk (or something
more blunt).

violent deaths) of the people who actually saw the Risen
st and who Managed to convince others to goitoltheir
2% Violent deaths for that faith. They seemed to think that
te—the SMpty tomb, the Missing corpse, an uncanny
g withial men who can both tear physical break and
vanish without 4 trace—was something real, like a kiss on
the "ps-—something worth dying for. Like any good Jew, the
Apostles seermeg toihave ittle use for mental turnip ghosts
like “Faster CVents™ and “Easter fajth.” For them, if you
couldn’t see jt touch it, handle jt, or eat it; iifi it wasn't
tangible, jike the Word made Flesh; it was either an illusion,
Ol as 2 Peter pyts it, @ “cleverly invented story.” For. them,
faith was a T€sponse to reality, not a holy hallucination.
this was stuff | had to get quite clear in my
OWN' mind whe, | Was on the verge of conversion to
Christianity in the Evangelical folq. The question that was
Paramount for me (as for Paul) was not “Is this comforting?”
but “Is this tnue, comfort or no?” In'short, “Is Christ risen no
matter what my feelings on the matter may be?” | con-
cluded: “Yes Heis,” a realization at once comforting and
terrifying, Thus, I'was Persuaded| (God, after all, being God)
that | muyst, however Pathetically, conform myself to! this
Ultimate Reality rather than attempt tomakeiit fit my.agenda
O1 bend to my wishes, for Pleasure, power and ANEW car.
Inthat attempt [ was 8reatly helped (against my own worst
tendencies to self-serving delusion) by the culture of solid
Evangelicalism into which [ entered as a new Christian, With
i belief in objectiye biblical truth, Evangelical
Culture is what 8ave me a healthy contempt for the bunk of

irmagination, Evangelicalism, in Crude contrast. simply, re-

vain,” and' said, in its blunt way, “Any faith that tries to
manufacture reality is just a con job: Faith is a response to
the Real Godiorit's just gas. Youcan't raise Jesys by believing

i ripture

For instance; I'eventually became conymced FroglJ flfa r[ijstas
: Catf;olic (and/Orthodox) doctrine of the natural
thatl'?eeral Body and'Blood of Christ is ano.ther]suri](;—(re i
:zslitly whichiisjustas real as the Resurrect;ontuzﬁarist o
loitiesshocking; realization that the Holy my Evangelical
neither a'symbol nor anioption (as it was in d oflife'which
non-denominational church) but fhe very br eg hn 6:48-58);
I'musteat in order to “have life i) Inie {Sﬁeﬂ{e notion thatl
And| in'so realizing, I briefly dallied wit heart” the grape
would, from then on, “consecrate_m g nondenom
juice and' crackers periodically offered in my.
church's version of the Lord’s Supper. ht me into direct

But dallying with this notiop broug d for objective
conflict with my own Evangelical demanEucharist is that
reality’and truth. For the very nature of thj i ey
it really changes into the Body and Bloo d. (That, at least
tion, just as Jesus really rose fro.m t.he Qerc]lﬂ- different from
is the Roman Catholic belief, which is _S“_S 4 lained—ulti=
the Anglican, but both—however it is gxpand Blood of
mately believe that one partakes of the Body, miracle God
Christ in the Eucharist.) In short, this is haintO being by
performs—or not. It ain’t a thing I can wis hts, any more
having enough positive vibes or good thouif the Apostles
than hallucinatory “Easter faith” in the heaft;tihe e
could bring Jesus back from the dead. B‘?t ive facts, or, a5
and' the Consecration are exter”nal,.tﬁ'?ﬁd'v
Flannery ©'Connor said, “the hell with it. is miracle

So thr}é question became, “Hodef_fS Codl ?on:zlrfts of the
of consecration and objective change in the ele have is the
Eucharist?” Well, the one and only clue W% the rite Off
testimony, of the Ghurch that has pr esewghurch is em-
consecration since its inception. And th‘:]t o is graced to
phaticin its insistence that not just any. sc % ose schmoes
perform this sacramental action, but only T Iench.
whomithe Holy Spirit consecrates by aposto }d Evangelical

At this point I can hear a chorus of my of Rome or the
fiends, sympathetic to sacraments but warny. OS cripture says
Universall Church at large, saying, “But Mar'i& actlesl? Yep:
(I'Peter 2:9) you are a priest, just like the postl es (I Cor.
Scripture also says | am a king just like the Apto write and
4:8). But that doesn’t give me the power vidently, Paul
canonize Scripture or govern the Church. So et evenyone Is
Wasn't kidding when he also said that no) The Body. is
Sranted the gifts of an Apostle (I Cor. 12:29 mbers, many.
oneroyal, priestly Body, but there are many s n what the
8ifts. And I, at any rate, had never been g;vt; evercome
Apostles didgive to some people. Forneone ha f stuff Paul
toime, laid hands on me, and told me the sort © LB

THE JESUS SEMINAR consists of 74 biblical “scholars”

witha string of greesand prestigious chairs at promj-
nentseminaries and Universities. They have been mest-
ing twice a year y ing (as one report said) with
“purposeful Cality” on the authenticity of the gos-
pel saying 1§ by using different shades of mar-
bles to indic dibility from “close to
= hrist's word by others.” The Semi-
ar judged ‘
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South Florida, cajls the Jesus Seminar “either The utter
est scholarly hoqy since the Piltdown Man Ofe e 1
ankiuptey of Ny Testament studies—I' hop Wescon:
mer.” Other fecent contributions to the gosp€$ JesUS:
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told Timothy and Titus. Ithad not been given to me to “guard
the deposit of faith” or toiteach, correct, rebuke, and “over-
see” whole congregations as Paul’s successor andiviceroy.

So whatis that “deposit of faith” which Timoethy and other
bishops like him were to guard? Well, the apostolic preach-
ing of course. But, according to the unanimous testimony of
bishops themselves, it was more than that. It is Jesus Christ
himself, the Word made flesh, that they are to hand down
from one generation to the next. Andiaccording tolboth their
word and the word of Scripture, that handing down! takes
place not merely in preaching but in the handing over of the
Lord’s Body and Blood'in the Eucharist.

So then the Eucharist and its consecration are at the very.
heart of the apostolic duty. And, as St. Justin' Martyr noted,
it was given by Christ, not to everyone but toithe Apostles
alone and to those whom they chose as successors; the
power to consecrate is a spiritual and'selectively-given gift,
so that all may be built up'ini love. A priest, as Hebrews
observed, cannot appeint himself but must be called by
God, as Jesus was, and as the Apostles whomhe chose were
(Heb. 5:4, Mt. 10:40). Thus, if | wanted the Eucharist, I had
to go where Apostolic Succession was, not just “consecrate
the Eucharist in my heart.” I'needed to be related to apos-
tolic truth and' autherity, not to my ewn belly: button.

Solit wasithat lifound myself taking the sacrament of Holy,
Orders seriously and recognizing (whether I liked it or not)
that Communion really: does involve communion and not
just individualistic, atomized Me 'n Jesus spirituality. Toobey
Jesus in receiving His sacramental Body, I'am quite literally
forced by the way he has set things up to receive Himiin his
ecclesial Body as well (and thus) tollearn love, willy nilly).
This, after the initial jolt, has worked out for my blessing (of
course!). For it has forcedime to recognize my dependence,
not merely on/ some abstract Providence to which | can
address: polite prayers, but on Fr. So-and-So (who is an
annoying man whom I arrogantly regard as my. intellectual
inferior, yet to whom [ am indebtedifor my very soul by the
grace of God). Left to myself, my “spirituality” would'be a
very greasy lubricant for pride. In the hands of Christ and His
actual Church of real human beings, I receive, via the men
He calls to Holy Orders, concrete chances for love, grati-
tude, and forgiveness. I learn, in the rough and tumble of
real Ghurch life, the truth ofi St. John's maxim that I'cannot
love God, whom | have not seen, ifl.can’t even bring myself
to love my fellow: parishioners, my priest, and Pope, whom
lihave seen.

Which brings me to a peculiar pass as [ survey American
Catholicism. Today the gospel is being treated like a navel-

It’s not that I “care nothing for the
rights of women,” but that I care
nothing for “rights talk” by anyone in
the light of the Cross.

gazing political fantasy just as the jesus Seminar (and 1) tried
to make it a theological fantasy. | hear the priesthood
discussed precisely as though it were our creation and not
a grace God has handed to us and commanded us not to
break or mess around with. And nowhere is this more clear
than in the current struggle to redefine the sacrament of
Holy Orders as a civil right.

| should make it clear that the question of women's
ordination! is largely a matter of indifference to/me. Rome
has recently spoken on the matter once again, and I defer
to the Holy Father here as I'do in so many other issues; [
realized a long time ago there’s a lot | don’t understand and
so I need guidance. If the Pope had issued an apostolicletter
demanding rather than forbidding women’s ordination, |
would have acquiesced, for the simple reason that, in'such
matters, liwalk in-wonders beyond me and assume that God
guides His Church. Thus, for my own part | do not under-
stand or especially care about the question of why women's
ordination is or is not legitimate any more than lifret myself
over why! I, a married' man, may not be ordained.

But it’s not because | “care nothing, for the rights of
women,” but because I care nothing for “rights talk® by
anyone—male or female—in the light of the/Cross. It seems
to me silly and shallow in the extreme to speak of Holy
Orders as a “right” when the whole gospel (including the
Holy Orders part) is a gift bought with blood and'sovereignly
distributed by the Crucified One. It seems to me fo get the
entire matter off on a hopelessly wrong footing to declare,
“Women are just as good as men, " when the whole scream-
ing spectacle of Golgotha announces quite plainly that such
equality is not exactly a feather in one's €ap.

While, again, I am of sheeplike opinion in the matter of
women’s ordination and the nature of Holy Orders, duly
obeying the Holy Father, there is one other curious phe-
nomenon that has bothered me. Namely, most of the
arguments | have heard in favor of revamping Holy
Orders have been articulated using the language of
power rather than the language of love and grace. In
short, like the Jesus Seminar and my own fantasy of “conse-
crating the Eucharist in my heart,” the arguments in favor of
women's ordinationhave had precious little to do with what

The Gospel Truth
Inits new translation, the [esus Seminar, a group
of Bible scholars, has color codedScripture on
the basls of authenticity. We have converted
thisit eface coded version. A sample:

' NDOUBTEDLY SAID

Oﬂﬂ,ﬁmlN THE HEAVENS, YOUR NAME BE
REVERED. IMPOSE YOUR IMPERIAL RULE, ENACT YOUR
WILL ON EARTH AS YOU HAVE IN'HEAVEN. PROVIDE US
WITH THE BREAD WE NEED FOR THE DAY. FORGIVE OUR
DEBTS TO THE EXTENT THAT WE HAVE FORGIVEN

THOSE IN DEBT TO US. AND PLEASE DONT SUBJECT US TO
TEST AFTER TEST, BUT RESCUE US FROM THE EVIL ONE.

Source, Tume



D‘Islngenously retaining the form of

the 80spel while refusing to believe

4 syllable of it is called, in my part

of the country, bunk (or something
more blunt).

Vi‘OI.e Nt deaths) of the PEople who actually saw the Risen
e £idiwho Managed to convince others togoito their
SN Violent deaths for tha faith. They seemed to think that

like “Easter SVENts™ and' “Easter fajth.” For them, if you
couldn’t see jt. touch it, handle it, or eat it; if it wasn't
tangible, fike the Word made Flesh, it was either an illusion,
O, as 2 Peter puts it, a “cleverly invented story.” For them,
faith was 4 T€Sponse to reality, not a holy hallucination.
Now, all this Was stuff I had to get quite clear in my
OWTI mind when, | Was on the verge of conversion to
Christianity in the Evangelicy] fold. The question that was
Paramount for me (as for Paul) was not “Is this comforting?”
but “Is this true, comfort or no?” In'short, “Is Christ risen no
matter what my feelings on the matter may be?” [ con-
cluded: “Yes, He is,” a realization, at ONCe comforting and
termifying. Thus. | Was persuaded)(God, after all, being God)
that | must, however pathetically, conform myself to) this
ultimage Reality rather than attempt to make it fit my agenda
or bend to my wishes for pleasure, POWer, and'a new car.
Inthatattempt | was greatly helped (against my ownworst
tendencies to self-serving delusion) by the culture of solid

datter promised a nebulous “Easter event” of my “believing”
i magination, Evangelicalism, in crude contrast, simply, re-
Foeated after Payl, “if Christ is not raised then yoyr faithiis in
»ain.” and said, in its biunt way, “Any faith that tries to
Fnanufacture reality'is just a con job. Faith is 4 response to

. iptuss
B e convineed S
that the Catholic (and Orthodox) doc her supernaturs
e literal/ Body and Blood! of Christ is ano.t (S o
::ality which is just as real as the Resurrect;onf.5 L EEZ:Z? Wi
tol the shocking realization that fhe HQY Evangelied
neither.a symbol nor an option (as it was in mc{oflife which
nen-deneminational church) but the very breah 6:48-58).
I'musteat'in order to “have life” in me (see John ﬁ(')n et
And in so realizing, I briefly dallied with the n'?the o
would, from then on, “consecrate'in my heart o
juice and crackers: periodically offered in my n
church’s version of the Lord’s Supper. : irect
But dallying: with this notion brought m? ‘”gl))j;ﬁve
conflict with my own Evangelical demand E;rist is that
reality and truth. For the very nature of the EU‘;] concoaras
it really changes into the Body and Blood at 'T’hit ot
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isithe Roman Catholic belief, which is .5' 'Sht'y d: -ied——ulti-
the Anglican, but both—however it is exp ald Blood'of
mately believe that one partakes of the B_ody an s @5
Christ ini the Eucharist.) In short, this is a n:(')rabeing by
Performs—or not. [t ain’t a thing I can wish ”; e
having enough positive vibes or good though }5] Apostles
than hallucinatory “Easter faith” in the hearts of F{ iurreC“ e
couldibring Jesus back from the dead. Both the Re L o s
and the Consecration are external. }?bt{f;‘,ct"’e EEE,
flannery ©'Connor said, “the hell with it. WLl
So the question became, “How does God!do th'ns'c;n Cl); the
of consecration and objective change in the eleme o is the
Eucharist?” Well, the one and only clue we hé;;; rite off
testimony of the Church that has preserved. t e
€onsecration since its inception. And that Churc e (1
Phatic in'its insistence that not just any schmo is g TS
perform this sacramental action, but only. ﬂ?ose > o
whom the Holy Spirit consecrates by apostolic hEanan g'encal
At this point [ can hear a chorus of my old EV: e or the
friends, sympathetic to sacraments but wary of RQT ure says
Universall Church at large, saying, “But Mark, Scnges,n vl
(I'Peter 2:9) you are 4 priest, just like the AP°5' s ( [Cor
Scripture also says .am a king just like the APOSt\zﬁ e and
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wasn't kidding when he also said that mot ever}l; sy 15
sfanted the gifts of an Apostle (I Cor. 12:29). Thers many.
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0 me, [ajd hands on me, and told me the sort of s ——
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told Timothy and Titus. It had not beenigiven to me to “guard
the deposit of faith” or to teach, correct, rebuke, and “over-
see” whole congregations as Paul’s successor and viceroy.

Sowhatiis that “deposit of faith” which Timothy and other
bishops like him were to guard? Well, the apostolic preach-
ing of course. But, according to the unanimous testimony, of
bishops themselves, it was more than that. It is jesus Christ
himself, the Word made flesh; that they are to hand down
from one generation tothe next. Andaccording to both their
word and the word! of Scripture, that handing down takes
place not merely/in preaching but in the handing over ofthe
Lord’s Body and Blood!in the Eucharist.

So then the Eucharist and its consecration are at the very.
heart of the apostolic duty. And, as St. Justin' Martyr noted,
it was given by Christ, not to everyone but to the Apostles
alone and to those whom! they chose as successors; the
power to consecrate is a spiritual and selectively-given gift,
so that all may be built up in love. A priest, as Hebrews
observed, cannot appoint himself but must be called by
God, as Jesus was, and as the Apostles whomihe chose were
(Heb. 5:4, Mt. 10:40).Thus, if | wanted the Eucharist, [ had
to go where Apostolic Succession was, not just “consecrate
the Eucharist in my heart.” | needed to be related to apos-
tolic truthi and! authority, not to:my ewn belly button.

So it was that I found myself taking the sacrament of Holy
Orders seriously and recognizing (whether I liked'it or not)
that Communion really does involve communion and not
just individualistic, atomized Me 'n Jesus spirituality. To.obey
Jesus in receiving His sacramental Body, I am quite literally
forced by the way he has set things up to receive Himiin his
ecclesial Body as well (and thus to learn love, willy nilly).
This, after the initial jolt, has worked!out for my, blessing (of
course!). For it has forced me toirecognize my .dependence,
not merely on some abstract Providence to which | can
address polite prayers, but on Fr. So-and-So (who is an
annoying man whom | arrogantly regard as my. intellectual
inferior, yet to/whom ['am indebted for my very soul by the
grace of God). Left to myself, my “spirituality” would be a
very greasy lubricant for pride. In the hands of Christ and His
actual Church of real human beings, I receive, via the men
He calls to Holy Orders, concrete chances for love, grati-
tude, and forgiveness. I learn, in the rough and tumble of
real Ghurch life, the truth of St. John's maxim that | cannot
love God, whom Iihave not seen, ifl.can’t even bring myself
to/love my fellow: parishioners, my priest, and Pope, whom
I'have seen.

Which brings me to a peculiar pass as | survey American
Catholicism. Today the gospeliis being treated like a navel-

It’s not that | “care nothing for the
rights of women,” but that I care
nothing for “rights talk” by anyone in
the light of the Cross.

gazing political fantasy just as the Jesus Seminar (and I) tried
to make it a theological fantasy. I hear the priesthood
discussed precisely as though it were our creation and not
a grace God has handed to us and' commanded us not to
break or mess around with. And nowhere is this more clear
than in the current struggle to redefine the sacrament of
Holy Orders as a civil right.

| should make it clear that the question of women’s
ordination is largely a matter of indifference to me. Rome
has recently spoken on the matter once again, and I defer,
to the Holy Father here as I do in so many other issues; |
realized a long time ago there's a lot I don’t understand and
so I need guidance. If the Pope had issued an apostolic letter
demanding rather than forbidding women’s ordination, |
would have acquiesced, for the simple reason that, in such
matters, | walk in wonders beyond me and'assume that God
guides His Church. Thus, for my own part | do not under-
stand or especially care about the question of why women's
ordination is or is not legitimate any more than lifret myself
over why I, a married man, may not be ordained.

But it's not because | “care nothing for the rights of
women,” but because | care nothing for “rights talk” by
anyone—male or female—in the light of the Cross. It seems
to me silly and' shallow in the extreme to speak of Holy
Orders as a “right” when the whole gospel (including the
Holy Orders part) is a gift bought with blood and sovereignly
distributed! by the Crucified One. [t seems to me to get the
entire matter off ona hopelessly, wrong footing to declare,
“Women are just as good as men, * when the whole scream-
ing spectacle of Golgotha announces quite plainly that such
equality is not exactly a feather in one's cap.

While, again, | am of sheeplike opinion in the matter of
women!s ordination and the nature of Holy Orders, duly
obeying the Holy Father, there is one other curious phe-
nomenon that has bothered me. Namely, most of the
arguments [ have heard in favor of revamping Holy
Orders have been articulated using the language of
power rather than the language of love and grace. In
short, like the Jesus Seminar and my own fantasy of “conse-
crating the Eucharist in my heart,” the arguments in favor of
women's ordination have had precious little to do with what

The Gospel Truth

Inits new translation, the jesus Seminar, a group
of Bible scholars, has color coded Scripture on
the basis of authenticity. We have converted
this to a typeface coded version. A sample:

Owt Farsfrx \N THE HEAVENS, YOUR NAME BE
REVERED. IMPOSE YOUR IMPERIAL RULE, ENACT YOUR
WILL ON EARTH AS YOU' HAVE IN HEAVEN. PROVIDE US
WITH THE BREAD WE NEED FOR THE DAY. FORGIVE OUR
DEBTS TO THE EXTENT THAT WE HAVE FORGIVEN

THOSE IN DEBT TO US. AND PLEASE DONT SUBJECT US TO
TEST AFTER TEST, BUT RESCUE US FROM THE EVIL ONE.

Source, Time
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I'shall never be 4 priest—or a
football coach, a mother, a rich man,
a president, or q famous actor.
But I shall have the pleasure of
loving them all—if only I forsake my

Pride and abandon the language of

Power and rights. WO
Jesus said angd did, and a great deal to do with recasting the R" C”
80spel as a human fiction so that we can get what we want
Without inconvenience to ourselves.

Thus it seems (in the media to which I have been exposed) | .
that the ordination question: almost always centers on a "
debate about ciyi| rights. The hierarchy (I am told by inter-
View upon NPR interview with dissenting Sister Blah-Di-
Blah) is, in this as in a jillion other respects, “holding onto
Power.” Now, while ajf this may, for all | know, be true, it i i henuhe
does not exactly fill me with con}r,idence inithe argumentsof ~ Roman Catholic Wg’,"ef'."’ gathere;iou:is‘;gg%c::: lgzgﬁgcrja'thwere last
those religious revolutionaries who would storm this sup- nag:zﬁhdﬂ,f:,?;?r';gesf(;:sscm':sionpto the priesthood ! in their own
posed ecdlesial Bastille, For they very dlearly r egard the church. Photo: Catholic World Report
conflict as being a power conflict. And to resolve the issue, ife in union
they want Power, plain and simple. As they themselves of a priest whose primary purpose is to offer his life e un:e
made clear. this js what they are convinced is at the heart of withi Himiwho gave up all rights, all power, and Hlédvthz
the matter, spifit on Golgotha. | may as well claim the right .to rai -

Now,. fhis”fs natural. Like certain televangelists, “brilliant tabernacle for a midnight snack when I have a mind to—
theologians,” and the various people craving ordination as a they say, “It's my Church too.”

v

Path to power, the Apostles also fancied that power(whether Itiis, then, the drone of “rights talk,” the notion that the
in the form of control, money, or human acclaim) was what gospel is a mere human fiction—whether theological, po-
made the world 8o round. Indeed, we know: (because they litical, or. psychological—to  which | object. The gospel, a

_ Mehow acquired the humility to admit t) that they.gotinto Luther said to/Melancthon, is “outside you.” It is Jesus, the
disputes on nNumerous occasions about “who was the great- Word made flesh, truly (not’ Pickwickianly) risen, full of grace

" Yetstrangely, their Master didnotendorse thisideology andilove (not domination and control). It is, in the profound-
Power. He calls His Church notmerely to act naturally, but estsense of the words. 1 ot mine. For [ .did not choose Jesus;
<Ct supernaturally. Thus, Christ was woefully out of touch He, the Revelation of t’h o Faidhen éhose me in my. grotesque

hicurrent trends in bothiacademe and in much of feminist anc} sinful pride. And he has set’ me inla family, wherein {’ﬂy

eology: He seemed to actually think that the heart of the gifts are nopt inﬁl;lite and are delimited!by His own authon_ty.
‘atter was to be the /east and to relinguish power for the Ishall never be a priest—or 4 football coach, a mother, arich
© of others. He commanded self-sacrifice, not domination, man, a residenf or a famous actor. But | shall have the
»d He established the priestly office of the Apostles with p!eas;urepof Vi / th = o l'forsake my. pricie and
command to share in His own act of supreme renuncia- abandon the Jan % a emfa leroanz rights. Itiis.as €asys: and
“;;neldov;on)(:alvary. (Not, alas, that His priests have always as hard, as recei'%/ingg?hoe ESZ:, e ikega little child. But tf;;
tated Him. : it it willlon
But regardless of the failure of His priests, the fact remains Egig:'fft i\;v.' I ;),ply fruly help me 'f_'t = rﬁ ?gi;ngajr:qe to see
wesus had the right as the Supreme Loverto dowhatever ol i IS and' not a pawn in a chi
liked (including establish Holy Orders and choose only © 8reatest.m

%), whereas we have no rights—none whatsoever—to P
‘pel Him to gift us. Thus, the language of “rights is, for AN ’9’43 St. J aInes
ratinai, ¥ it A 3 7IM,.§‘
~ gratingly and grindingly deaf to the Jove poured out on AN SChOOl of T he()logy

Cios5 0] e e of o self-sacrifice, the babble of
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Inlight of the retirement of our former columnist, Dr. Simecox, we
thought we mighttry out anew sortof column, featuring avariety
of writers and writings—different in each issue—on matters of
Christian faith or thought, Holy Scripture, church figures, or
other generally edifying topics. The Rey. James B. Simpson
starts us off with an eyewitness remembrance of the thoughtful
meditations of the late former Archbishop of York at the 1976
Lambeth Conference.

An Archbishop Remembered

The death' in midsummer ofi Stuart Blanch; the Archbishop of
York from 1975-83, recalls a summer in the third' year of his
archiepiscopate when he displayed' superior skill in braving a
unique homiletic hurdle—preaching daily to 407 fellow bishops at
the 11th Lambeth Conference.

A period of corporate devotions was an innovation at the 1978
[Lambeth; the bishops warmed!to/it under the spell'of the Russian
Orthodox Archbishop! Antony. But he was a/mystic with' whom
they could not as readily identify as they could with Stuart Blanch,
an impressive figure—"a bishop’s bishop,” said one of his col-
leagues.

Blanch was “very much loved,” said one English priest con-
firmed' by him as a young man, a “gentle and kindly...liberal
Evangelical” considered a great scholar and teacher.

Most of those who had been present at the 1968 Lambeth did
not remember him as Bishop of Liverpool. But now they began to
pick up bits and pieces of his life with growing interest.

His father, a farmer in the Forest of Dean, died suddenly and
Stuart. two older brothers and theirmother moved to London. They
barely managed the term fee needed at a school'in Dulwich, until
he caught on with aischolarship and grant. But, he recalled, “T'was
not assiduous enough for university.” He became an Insurance
clerk, playing weekend soccer and cricket on company teams. He
earned extra money as a chorister and read two or three paperbacks
a week onl his tram journeys to and from his job as a clerk in
Chancery Lane.

THE LATE FORMER ARCHBISHOP
OF YORK, Stuart Blanch: Photo:Dis-
cerning God's!Will, the report of the
11th Lambeth, by James B. Simpson
and Edward M. Story.

The war was a tumming point. Blanch had been ready to leave
insurance for journalism, but turned instead to the RAF. What
occurred affer that, was, in a sense, divine happenstance. During
the 1942 Christmas season, he had a long period of lonely duty and
used it to read and reread the Gospels. *'I really understood,” he
recalled. “T knew them to be true.” A short time later, when he was
stationed in Perth, Scotland, he went on a Saturday aftermnoon (o
see a film, but it had already started, so he called on the Bishop of
St. Andrews to talk about preparing for ordination. Later the
machinery was set in motion for him to go. after discharge from
the forces, to St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, and after that to
Wiycliffe Hall. Ini that lean post-war period he survived, but “on
long underwear, codliver oil, and malt.” He was ordained at 1949
at age 30/by Bishop Kenneth Kirk.

In his early ministry Blanch served two parishes in Oxfordshire;
his later move into theological education was not a definite deci-
sion to cross from the ministry into teaching, but merely aresponse
to Wycliffe Hall’s need for a tutor in Old Testament. In' 1960 he
became warden of Rochester Theological College, andin 1967 was
consecrated Bishop of Liverpool. In 1975, he was enthroned as
94th Archbishopof York in succession to'St. Paulinus.

Stuart and Brenda Blanch became the parents of four daughters
and a son; their first grandchild was born during the 1 1th Lambeth.
“Blanch is the first Archbishop of York in years to become a
grandfather—and the first in along while to have such akeenssense
of humor.” said a' LLondon newspaper. A portrait at Bishepthorpe
showed him with a dictaphone in one hand and a Bible in the other.
His day began with chapel at 7:45. He interspersed appointments
with a half hour of Greek and Hebrew: Bible study and an hour of
quiet, if available, starting at 5 p.m. At the Lambeth Conference he
began each day with a prayer inspired by a passage from Habakkuk
2:] that had' been a favorite of Bishop Kirk: “Eternal God, who
carries us beyond the time we hope for but never beyondthe time
appointed by Thee, from whom cometh in due season the truth that
cannot lie, the counsel' that cannot fail, make us faithtul'to stand
upon our watchtower and wait for what Thou would say to us.”

He seemed prosaic at the outset of his daily Lambeth medita-
tions, imagining a walk with'St. Irenaeus on the Yorkshire moors,
but his relaxed manner and amusing references to parish life led
the bishops to significant insights. The meditations were recorded,
sold well and are still heard at clergy conferences and seminaries
throughout the Anglican Communion. Here are a few of the most
memorable passages:

On suffering: “The death of a beloved dog was maore than the
death of a dog. It was a challenge to an optinistic view of life...

“The things that have brought me nearest to the breaking potrt
have not been big things at all, but little things: hurtful criticism,
unexpected failure, unwanted discovery of ones self.. Suffering.
therefore is simply inseparable from the human condition...

“Christ became what we are—a suffering Son of Man, in order
that we might become what He is—vedemptive sons of men.”

On vision: “We start with a splendid vision of the future, and
sometimes instead of that vision enlarging, it simply contracts. A
worldly church. A cynical colleague...[Still] we become what we
are in order that we might become what He is...

“We should be able to make a pavse iwour lives and ry tolisten
for what God will say to us, not just go blindering onin the routine
we have devised for ourselves and in engagements we have set up,
but willing to do the unexpected, willing to stop, willing tochange
cowrse.”

On victory over failure: “How wauld vou have looked ondesus
of Nazareth as w clergyman in your di wese How wauld you have
talked about Him, for example, at & staff meeting when youw were

i Contined on Page 26
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Intrepid English Cleric Plans
To Appeal Against Women Priests
After Another Court Loss

The English cleric who has' singlehandedly’ made re-
peated (but unsuccessful) legal challenges to the ordination
of women priests in the Church of England has lost againiin
an action before the High Court, but says he will appeal.

Ther Rev._PauI Williamsonof London, whotook upthelegal
Pursuit against women priests after thelChurch Society lost
Its court challenge in late 1993, says he will fight on after the
Hngh Court in November struck out the action he brought
against the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the
Chureh Commissioners, According to Church Times, the
court has the power to strike out an action if it is “vexatious,
:tr:) abuse of process, or bound to fail,” in the words of the

ry.

wllliamsv%? hafs contested the validity of the measure and
canon providing for women priests, arguing in ancther case'in
October that the church was bound by thg fundamentalprin-
ciple that only men could be ordained as priests, He has

contended that the
church was departing
from so basicanelement
of its historic framework
that it was no longer the
Church of England as:it
, existed before theicanon
¥ was adopted, and the
i church’s assets now be-
¥ long to the historie
f Church of England, pre:
sumably consisting of
those who! still maintain
its traditional formularies:
in support of that'as:
sertion he cited the 1904
case of Free Church of
Scotland v Overtoun,
which was about a
schism in the unestab-
lished church there. The
House of Lords at that
time ruled that property.
held in trust for the
church belonged tor the
minority: of members who maintained the' original churcq
doctrine, not tothe majority who had adopted a fundamenta
change: .
In“Williamson's action; though, Mr. Justice' Lightman
claimedthere was a distinction between a changein doctrine
inian established\versus an unestablished religion, whichiné
saidthe priest's argument had failed to recognize. Aniestab=
lished religion, the judge said is subject to state controlin
regard to its doctrine, government and discipline, b“ut an
unestablished!church is not. It was his opinion that “...the
maintenance of the Church of England, and...its dqctrmes{
‘asibyllaw/established: plainly'means, mot'as establishedia

Continued.on/Page 14
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FIGHTING ON: Fr. Paul Williamson

Penn. ESA Parishes Get
ECUSA’s First “Flying Bishop”

Monghs after negotiations for it appeared o have failed
the Episcopal Bishop of Pennsylvania has agreed to Iei
seven o,r!t_lodqx congregations receive alternative episco-
pal oversight in return for ful payment of the parisheg’
dwqesan assessments for the episcopate.

Bishop @ﬂefn Bartlett has designated the refired Bishop of
Quincy, Winois, Donald Parsons, as his personal renre-
sentative to minister pastorally and sacramentally to the
so-paf!ed “Seven Sisters’—all members of the traditionalist
Epwscqpal Synod of America (ESA) organization. The copn-
gregations have felt increasingly alienated from the bishop
and diocese—known inter alfa for its convention's repeated
refusals to affirm Christ as the only Savior—and particularly

upset by Bartletts willingness to ordain practicing! homg.
sexuals. Three of the s had withheld their agsgee
ments during the past two years, according o' The Living
Church. o
provincial episcopal
appointed to care for

' Wood: R

airangement, his visitations will be in lieu of those by. the
diocesan, suffragan or assistant bishops of Pennsylvania,
and willinot include ordinations. If a parish fails to: pay {,ts
assessment for the episcopate, permission: for _VIS'fS, g
outside bishops “will be granted only so long as visitation
by the bishops  of Pennsylvania are equally welcome an
Specific dates are agreed o in advance.” ishes

Seyondithing forsupportofthebbishop, the ESARAISM oS
also have agreed to “seriously consider” supporting %
san programs and ministries. Con=

nerpolioy will remain in effect through the Generd rd
vention of 1897, and will apply to Good shephﬁ“a_'
Rosemont; St. | uke's, Newtown: St. James the Less, P ne-
delphia; St. John's, Huntingdon Valley; Alll Saints’ W¥1nn’5’
4, Hedemption, Southampton; and S Joll pai=

; :rnstown. Presumably, the policy, if satisfactery. {0 @

> coulld be renewed after thelinitialiperiod. 1o pros
Jide g P Uraged by Bishop Bartletr's wilingness 900
Shg fgr uSin this way " the Rev. DavidiMoyer, rector rece:
‘de'nﬁﬁefrdj’ rete parishioners. “He has clearly S€! ?é’s that
many 18 Episeapal Church in doing this, and redlZ ot k@
Many in the: diocese who are jntolerant of us Will
this provision.

la
Neasedwith
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Ordaining Practicing Homosexuals?
No Law Against It, ECUSA Bishops Say

Analysis

Whatever hopeful interpretations some: conservative
Episcopalians might have put on the recent General Con-
vention's handling of the homosexual issue, a panel of five
bishops has now clarified the matter.

The committee—appointed to review allegations that
Michigan Bishop Stewart Wood violatedihis ordination vows
and church governing documents in ordaining a noncelibate
lesbian a priest—dismissed the charges, claiming that
church law contains no ban en ordaining homosexuals.

Though the church’s stated adherence to the doctrine of
Holy Scripture (and a bishop’s promise in his consecration
to uphold the same) would seem; to cover the matter, the
panel's response to charges made by a groupiof Michigan
clergy and laity asserted that “there is no provision of the
constitution or canons: of the chureh whichi prehibits the
ordination of homosexuals.”

What about General Convention resolutions upholding
traditional church teaching on sexuality? The panel's report
said a convention resolution “carries the authority of the
church and may be enforceable under the canons,” but “to
serve as the basis of canonical disciplinary action” the
resolution “must be clear in its intent to establishidoctrine or
discipline.” It called the 1979 General Convention resolution
that said it is “not appropriate” to/ordain.open homosexuals
s recommendation” and “not ordinarily understood to be a
mandatory directive.”

“In short, a majority of this committee: believes that this
resolution is only what it purports tol be: a statement of
principle for the guidance of persons involved in the ordina-
tion process. Itisnot a statement of disciplinary requirement
for breach of which action may be taken under Title V" ofthe
canons:

Only a minority of the committee believedthat the actions
alleged may constitute a canonical offense” because the
1979 resolution “is of sufficiently substantial character as o
constitute normative law for the church and that a vielation
of the resolution translates to a violation of matters covered
by ordination vows regarding failure to conform te the disci-
pline of the church.”

The lack of reference to scripture in the case will be taken
by traditionalists as another sign of the Episcopal Church's
abandonment of scriptural authority, which they say has also
been clouded by liberal challenges to the historically ac-
cepted meaning of relevant biblical texts.

Bishops Edward Chalfant of Maine; Sam Hulsey of North-
west Texas; Mark Dyer of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; and
retired Bishops William Sanders of East Tennessee and
Charles Vache of Southern Virginia served on the panel
appointed by Presiding Bishop/ Edmond Browning to review
the charges against Wood as part of the canonically-outlined
process to deal with formal complaints, known as present-
ments. When the Michigan group ledged its presentment
against Wood during General Convention, they wrote
Browning that Wood had “created:an atmosphere of disunity
both within this diocese and in the church nationally” onithe
issue of the ordination of practicing homoesexuals. The group
also sought Wood's resignation:.

Source: Episcopal News Service

*A GAY MARRIAGE WAS CANCELLED AFTER OPPO-
SITION FROM A BISHOP WHO SAYS THE CHURCH IS
STILL DISCUSSING THE HOMOSEXUAL ISSUE. The
couple, 52-year-old radiologist John A. Black and!3S-year-
old former mayoral aide Thomas W. Monnahan, called off
the rites that had been expected to draw 450 guests to St.
Mark's Cathedral, Seattle, when Episcopal Bishop: Vincent
Warner, of Olympia objected. ‘It is really painful for me to be
in a place where | can't be more supportive,” Warner was
quoted as saying by The Washington Post. “But the fact s,
as a church, we haven't found a way to/do that.”

Im Moyer's view, Bartlett may even have underestimated
what he has done in agreeing to the first ongoing alternative
oversight system for traditionalists in'the American Church.
4 don’t know what [Bartlett's] liberal brother bishops: are
saying,” Moyer told TCC, ‘butlknow other ESA chapters will
use thisas a springboard” to/lobby fora similar arrangement,
pointingitothe factthatithas broughtpeacein Pennsylvania.
“There is peace in Pennsylvania,” Moyer said of the new
dispensation. “We can geton with things here.” _

Askedifihe had any qualms about payingthe full ep:gcopal
assessment, Moyer said some had been critical of doing/so,
but he recognized that Bartlett is “our juridical blshop'and
this parishis part of his diocese,” and the money, that will be
given to Parsons will come through the diocese, he said.
What's more important, he added is that “we've gotten what
welve been fighting for—our own bishop, & godly man who
will shepherd us.” He believes most if not all the other six
parishes will agree toipay the assessment as well.

Moyer, who spearheaded the move for alternative over-
sight flanked by, the other six rectors, said discussions with
the bishop hadibeen conducted for about two years, though
they got more serious in October, 1998, when Bartlett con:
ducted a widely publicized ordination of a practicing homo-

sexual. The bishop erdained an-
other gay man in November,
Moyer reported.

He speculated that the bishop
was finally moved to grant the
oversight provision because he
was concerned that he might
face a presentmentilike that filed
against the Bishop of Michigan,
who recently ordained & nen- "
celibate lesbiam, andi because -

‘he's very much a peacemaker.
He wants peace in his diocese, \‘
and he saw were weren't going A

to back off or go away.” Moyer g pavid Moyer

added that he believes Bartlett
may be in a ‘retirement mode’;
the bishop has recently called for the election of a coadjutor.

TLC editorially called the Pennsylvania provision ‘com-
mendable* and said it “may prove to be a medel to other
dioceses of how the church can be truly Anglican—respect:
ing each other's differences...”
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‘Continued from Page 12

arpoint in history, but as currently established:
ulalis apt to reflect the self-evident possibility thatin
<ase of the established church Parliament may. enact or
e change.” Thus, he contended that the C of E was
>hed by law, and the doctrine of the supremacy, of

ent meant that that body might on its own legislate
- eaureh. In the eyes of English law. the ordination of

Priests had been authorized in accordance with the
on Oath and the Act of Union. There was still one

. huren, he claimed, legally established and entitled to the
2aSsets of the church.

“Conveyor Belt” Doctrine
aditionalist spokesmen reacted sharply to Lightman’s

ruling, with one, the Rev. Stephen Trott of Northampton,
P out that it means that “Parliament can changelany,
likes, from day to day, including the doctrines of the
lished Church_..with or without the consent of General
Nod...according to this judgment...” There appear tolbe no
ans, he said, by which any apparent change in doctrine
.t(:d in the courts as being incompatible with the
od .

: ines “look as though they will be sittingon a
ntly moving conveyor belt frominow on,” Prayer Book
“hairman Anthony Kilmister told 7CC. Due to the
judgment “Anglicanidoctrine will'be whatever

S itis at any given moment.” Since that body,
e impression that it will agree to whatever the
“would seem to make all yardsticks

J make the Synod more ‘infallible’
ter said it seemed as if the church’s
ust being moved but mounted on roller

interesting theory, but
[Established)

judgment is allowed by the Archbishops to stand, then'the
days of Establishment, in its present form, are surely: num-
bered.” b5

‘| shall certainly appeal,” Fr. Williamson was qu!oted as
saying. “It's a David and Goliath situation, but don’t forget;
God'was on David's side. ;

‘The judgment was fatally flawed,” he stated. “For opﬁ
thing, the judge says the Treaty and Act of Union wit
Scotland of 1707 was of no effect in England, but that'is
rubbish, or how: would England and Scotland have oné
Parliament? ' e

Effectively, Williamson said, “constructive dismissa 2
been takeniagainst about 5,000 priests who:are opposed (k-
women's ordination), because they have changed our wou;1 -
ing conditions without...consent. | shall be taking that toit d
European Court. The Bournemouth dustmen did that, an
won, on the same thing. 2

“The factis, | have neverbeenheard. They have ma_nﬁg =
to stop. me on technicalities every time. If the Archbis Ofﬁll
want me to shut up, the answer is to let me have a
hearing. I’'m not going togive up.

‘Thegy’ve had al campaign of dirty tricks; I've even begg
gettingl death threats. The first nasty letter came: from s
Anglican convent in Oxfordshire. But a group of us m?‘neof
regularly for prayer, and'we shall not rest until the Chure
England is saved from destruction.”

Universal Church Will Res_olve
Ordination Issue, Hope Believes

The traditonalist Bishop of London, David Hope, thifks
the.controversial women's ordination issue will eventual ydid
resolved by the worldis Christian Churches—'—’thOUQh he
not say what he thought the final verdict on it would be- .

Speaking optimistically about the Church of Englag =
future, Hope, the € of E's third most senior bishop:an e
opponent of women's ordination, said he did not believe
issue would remain a barrier to Christian unity forever:

THE ADVENT OF WOMEN If’RIES1o'S
has| been divisive, said the Bl'Shopthe
London; David/Hope; butihe thlni:)Slv
question will be ultimately/beires
by/the Universal/Church: i

advent




Church Society Issues
New Prayer Book

A pre-emptive first strike inplans for liturgical revision was
|auncheq by England's (Evangelical) Church Society with
the publication of An English Prayer Book, an effort t©
return modern liturgy and worship to conformity with church
doctrine.

The Church of England has scheduled official revision ot
the modernist 1980 Alternative Service Book (ASB) forthe
year 2000. It appears the new ASB may be an even more
radical departure from the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer—.still the C of E's official prayer book—and will
actively incorporate controversial inclusive (gender neutral)
language. The Church Society hopes to steer revision down
a more orthodox path and urges congregations to give their
book atry.

Though in modern language, the new book, published by
Oxford University. Press, is loyal to/the doctrine and form of
the 1662 book, rather than that espousedinthe current ASB.
Aprefacetothe book by the Rev. Dr. Roger Beckwith, warden
of LLatimer House, Oxford, finds fault with the ASB chiefty
because its authors“set aside the Prayer Bookasa standard
and starting peint and pursued ‘studied ambiguity’ in maters
of doctrine.” Beckwith said itis hoped the Liturgical Commis-
sion will reopen basic questions, and “give different answers
to them from those given by their predecessors.”

While the Church Society began as an Evangelical re-
sponse toithe Anglo-Catholic revival sparked by the Oxtord
Movement, this book is not a party-driven cffort. There are
some novel elements included in it which would surprise
regular ASBIUSErS, including the re-addition of the “obey’ to

the woman's wedding VOWS.

Spurce: Church Times
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confirming thatthe behaviorwas uncharacteristic ofthe man
they kmew, but there was a negative pbacklash ameng
churehgoers, including homosexual activists, who scored
Turnbull for saying that homosexuality is “sincompatible” with
the ordained ministry. Atleastone Evangelical group thought
the bishop wouldibe ill-equipped to handle cases of homo-
sexual behavior among his ewn clergy-

A fow weeks after his enthronement, Tumbull told a radio
audience that he was sdisappointed” In the lack of church
exploration of the topic since bishops three years ago pub-
lished “lssues in Human Sexuality,” a report whichirefused to

ut homosexual and heterosexual love on an equal footing,
and condemned active homosexual relationships invelving
clergy while being prepared 0 tolerate them ameng laity:

Asked!if he couldione day accept the idea of clergy living
openly in @ homosexual relationship, Turnbull said, ‘I think,
honestly, it's to0 premature, really, foran individual bishopto
come to thatkind of conclusion.” Buthe said he knew some
homosexuals, pboth clergy and laypeop'e, “who are amongst
the most gifted and loving and committed peopte within
church life. The last thing | want s for such pecple 1o feel in
any. senseé marginalised.. because that can only produce
anger and an absence of communication inthe end.”

Asked whether there was adouble standard at work inthe
chureh; given the contrast between his experience andthat
of clergy dismissed after @ similar conviction, he said he
{hought it unfair 10 compare @ case where a ministry had




S Whose details are not known.
ame many clergy who are in exactly
‘as me and who have had their ministries
ind of misdemeanor which was untypical,
T, or who in fact needed help.” He said
who still feel a sense of injustice about the
Cases should seek a review from their
therbishop: But he regarded'a blanket review
S possible task.
F THE GAY RIGHTS GROUP
O A NOVEMBER GENERAL
EFING WITH “EAR-PIERCING”
inging the conference to a “deafen-
d Chureh Times. The group carried ban-
ignt Gay Bishops Hypocrites.” Another.
Up made public the names of ten bishops
ore recently, Outrage! released helium-
vice in Westminster Cathedral.
HELD [N AN ENGLISH VIL-
only aflap inits wake, but a regretful
1S duped by the couple, reports
ian Atkinson theught there was to
a few friends performed at St.
by the minister of an ‘inde-
itto be a gathering of some 100
voman dressed as a groom and
before a “minister” of the
ity Church: Atkinson! later
pening he' should
ite of 'shock™—as
idnet discipline him.
ded' The Church of
o 2

Communion seemed to make the Anglo-Catholic position
‘really untenable.” One of them was the virtual abandonment
of the Book of Common Prayer, which was not only a
unifying force but also a doctrinal touchstone. (It was g
surprising comment from someone who' reportedly. use
mainly modern-language rites while in the C of E, thoughiin
later years he joined the Prayer Book Society.) Even mort?
significant, in England, he said, was the introduction ho
synodical government which made the General Synodithe
ultimate arbiter of Church of England doctrine.

“Whatin fact has happenedis that because ofithe changef‘;
that have taken place, not least the demotion of trJe Pra)"ed
Book, everyincumbent has become his own pope,” Leonar
obsenved.

THE FORMER BISHOP OF LONDON, Grahtahnel
Leonard now says he would have Ieftd i
Church of England however it had VOtde‘ a2
women priests, because of the inor in
authority exercised by its Synod-

ﬂ - ; ‘

Comprehensiveness as a hallmark of Anglicamsm—_—tg‘e
consolidation of Catholicism, Evangelical Protes,t,an’ﬂsa s-’
and liverall Anglicanism—"in fact never happened,” he o
serted. Most of the time, he said, the C of E “has Dfes‘?”t.n a
a'spectacle of a rather uneasy federation of groups existl i
under the umbrella of ambiguous formularies, each 9"313‘:
appealing quite legitimately to divines supportingthis or
interpretation.”

Ar?d he now reveals that he would have left the C of E;
Whatever the outcome ofjts vote on women's orc!nnatlor;éd
Wwould not minister in a church, the authority. of which'res
in'what is regarded as an infallible Synod.” »he

While an Anglican, Rome was “like a different planet, e
said. ‘Becoming a Roman Catholic, when I was a child mou);
father’s rectory, was regarded as almost like chang'n%ymm
nationality.” But he claims embracing Rome has frer? Al
ofithe necessity of continually restating the position .‘et -~
asan Anglo-Catholic. “Youldonit have to make the point, ¥
ave toisay you are a Catholic.” L%

rithan viewing women’s ordination as & S‘etb??’sk ;g:

atholics, the former bishop sees it as'a Cris é ol
-Catholics. ‘I believe that far mor
te traditional Anglicans, will come ©:

& - nda-
r words, the C of E faces & nda:




or 1995 and 3.2 million for 1996 indi
bre etedoj] of continued defections. 6/ indicates an
versely, the former secretary. of Forward in Faith
predictedithat 1 000 clerics would ultimately leave
me alone; produqed a list of some 350 clergy who no
or minister 0 Anglican congregations, including those
ligible: for compensation payments: chaplains from
hospitals: prisons andthe armed forces; and clergy ordained
less than five years. The list also contained an undisclosed
number of non-stipendiary ministers and several retired
clergy who had been doingsupply work part time.

The list (which later underwent some adjustments, though
the nUMBErS remained about the same) was produced by Fr.
stuart Wilson, vicar of Holy Trinity, Hoxton, who accused the
chureh and some diocesan authorities of trying to play down
the extent of departures or perhaps misleadingly classifying
certain resignations because of embarrassment over the
numbers: Wilson, who plans to become Romani Cathelic
himself, believes the actual figures could be even higher.
Bishop |.eonard agreed, asserting that official church figures
presenta false impression of whatis happening:” Clergy still
have another nine years in which to resign over women
priests and take the financial compensation available.

Anglican-Roman Catholic Panel
Upbeat Despite Papal Letter

By William DeMetritt

The contrast is of a type that only Anglicanism seems to
attract: onthe heels of ecumenicalgloom engenderedbythe
recent papal letter scoringl Anglican approval of women
priests, the officiall Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue,
marked by a series of fits and starts for three decades, has
taken on a decidedly positive tone in recent statements,
focusing on what the two churches doagreeion.

“We share theisame tundamental moral values,” declared
a statement last summer by the second! joint international
panel of theologians formally known as the Anglican-Roman
Catholic International Commission i (ARCIC ).

In otherwords, the panel refusesiio permitissues suchias
contraception and abortion tobecome “an insuperable bar-
rier'tolprogress towards fuller communion.”

Indeed, it went on, as “painful and i
. e : : perplexing as [these
:'sefluezsl]a?:;i}j a\:le\tG\:ms?rge differences evident, thgey "c{io not
, al divergencei i
mc%[ﬁl implications of the C?ospel.“n Sk e
€ new stance, seen by some as perhaps a deliberat
counterpoint to the papal letter, was fugher b%osted whe?\ 2
fgpresentattve of the National Council of Catholic Bishops,
B{other Jeffrey Gros, addressed the Episcopal House of
; ishops during General Convention. Differences may loom
arge, he admitted, but they should not give the impression
that the two traditions are “ideological combatants.”

Established in 1964 by Pope Paul Vi and Michael Ram-
sey, the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, ARCIC I's first
agreement hita snag in 1981 with a tepid response from the
yatlcan and a call for “clarification” on eight points concern=
ing the ministry and ordination.

On reviewing the subsequent clarifications made by a
second ARCIC panel, Cardinal Edward Cassidy of the Vati-
can staff wrote earlier this year that ARCIC Il had “threwn
new light onithe questions concerning Eucharist and minis-
try” which greatly strengthened the first ARCIC agreement.

. ARGIC documents are in the hands of bishops on both
sides for further study and discussion. And, for the mement,
at least, it appears that ecumenizers are not allewing
women’s ordination to/intrude on continued efforts to find
mutual greund.

Papal Booster

More recently, the Pope himself chimed in, saying that
ecumenical relatiens are an sessential requirement” in living
obedience to Jesus Christ. Notably, ie was speaking to a
group of Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops making' &
pilgrimage to both Rome and Canterbury.

The two churches should seck a united stance in the key
moral questions of this age, he said, adding his hope for
eventual communion. But he said: “We are painfully aware
of the further obstacles along the way,” resulting from “seri-
ous disagreement” between the two churches over women's
ordination. The pontiff said the issue has to be seen in its
Proper perspective, one which “‘implies limits to out authority
in relation to what has been handed down.”

Sources for the foregoing included Convention Daily, Re-
ligious News Service/Christian News

POPE JOHNIPAUL I recently received a dele-
gation of Anglican and Roman Cathoic bish-
Qps’ concel about ecumenical relations
between their two churches. The Pope offered
encouraging words on the search for unity,
despite “serlous disagreement” over
women's ordination, made clear in the Pope's
definitive apostolic letter on the subject. Re-
cently, the pontiff elaborated on the letter be-




The Rt. Rev. Babu Masih

ACC’s Bishop Masih Is Rescued,

Testifies, After Abduction Ordeal
Bishop Babu Masih of the Anglican Diocese of Amritsar.
India, wh

| 0/1S linked to the Anglican Catholic Church (ACC),
IS safe after being forci

! bly takenifrom his home to a town 100
l'ometers away, locked in 4 cages and subjected tol pro-
longed abuse.

The. Incident occurred shortly before the bishop was due
1o/testify in a criminal trial.

_ The Trinitarian reports that a group of men raided the
bishop's residence just before dawn September 14, taking
the astonished prelate by van to Jhubal on the Pakistani

border, a region suffering serious violence.
£ ghe bishop was rescued through the intervention of Shri

- Khatra, a senior superintendent of police. The rescue
allowed Masih to appear in court as a police witness in a
criminal prosecutio

n involving Anand Chandu Lal, Bishop of

Amyitsar within the Church of North India (CNI). Lal was

tacing allegations that he had endeavored 10 seize certain

assets of the Anglican Diocese of Amritsar. Some years.ago,

Lal's predecessor as CNI Bishop of Amritsar was convicted

of similar offenses and sentenced to a lengthy prison term,
said the story.

The CNI was formediin a 1970 merger that united some
Anglican dioceses and Protestant bodies. The Anglican
Diocese of Amritsar chose not to enter that union but to
remain in the Church of India. That church, which today has
four dioceses, was recognized as the second province of the
ACC, a leading Continuing Church body, in 1984.

ACCC Mourns Passing Of
Senior Builder-Priests

It is probably too seldom acknowledged that the Continu-
ing Church owes a good measture of its growth to a‘fairly
significant number of older clergymen who refinquished
“golden’” years of retirement leisure for the sake of building
j nglican remnant. ‘

s that the Anglican Catholic Church of Canada
urnedthe passing of several of these
 withtheir wisdom, experience and
e foundations and establish a
nce its inception inthe late 1970s.
< Moore of Thunder Bay,

at age 87, British-born, he

emigrated in 1925 to Canada, where he began as a
layrgader in the Anglican Church of Canada's (ACC) ?1'0(;
cese of Algoma. There he walked long distances or hitc eh
rides ontrains toiconduct winter services for loggers in busd
camps and for Indian communities. He was later ordaur;)ea
to the diaconate and priesthood ancll tél?mél\lﬂtglr)i/ebecam
canon of St. Luke's Cathedral in Sault Ste. .

With the invention of priestesses in the ACG, _Fran}:ec‘ijlcli’
not hesitate to remain true to the faith he haq inheri tie’s
commented an ACCC bulletin. “Although i his SPGV(?'S"h .
and on a pacemaker, he founded the Continuing darn Bay.
St. Jude (the patron saint of lost causes!} in Thun i rcha&‘;-
His financial'skills, gainedin an earlier position aS_fa,g el
ingiagent forajpaper mill, supplemented'by hls wi g e
sales, enabled the growing congregation in 1P9 e e
chase a building being vacated by Holy Trinity =art o LU
Greek Orthodox Church. F’lenamedf Holy Trma:tryI :tre]a? : '
the chureh was consecrated debt-free a ye :

Canon Moore's requiemwas celebrated there Augrlfllgzvzt%
“The congregation filled the chureh, forcing the oveb ey
stand outside on the sidewalk,” reported the ACCC bu s
The burial office was conducted by two priests of the Ar\gt e
Churchiof Canada. Prayers were said by a Roman Cg e
priest. Bishop/Robert Mercer, who'shepherds the ACCh 5 o
celebrant, and spoke of the canon as exemplary: what né ith
accomplished was amazing given his age and state of heateﬁ
Heis survived by his wife, Doris, one son, two daughters,
grandchildren and'several greatgrandchildren. 15

Another ACCC priest, Fr. Robert Corbeil, died October
atthe age of 77 in Pakenham, Ontario. A perpetual deacon
inthe Anglican Church of Canada, Corbeil joined  the Con-
tinuum follewing ACC's loreak from apostolic order. He was
ordained a priest by ACCC's Bishop Alfred Woolcock in

1981 Until ill health curtailed his activities, he served as
assistant priest in the Parish of the Annunciation, Ottawa,
during the stressful years when Fr. Carmino de Catanzaro—
wholbecame ACCCs first bishop—was endeavoring to es-
tablish the Continuing Churchiin Canada. He is survived by
his wife, Itha, two daughters, two sons, and' nuUMereuUs
grandchildren. Following arequiem celebrated by Dean Mel
MclLenaghan, Bishop Mercer officiated at the interment of
Corbeil's ashes in a local cemetery.

The ACCC has also recently lost, though'at'a compara-
tively youngiage, Fr. Benedict Tobin OIS A, 57, who died!in
his sleep at Holy Angels' Priory in Montreal October 9. An

early member of the Continuing parishiof St. Athanasius in
Montreal, its first layreader and later its priest, Glendon
Bruce Tobin was a native of the eastern townships of Que-
bec. He developed an enthusiasm for the religious life as a
young man. He entered the novitiate of the Orderofithe Ho_ly
Cross in New York, and was later sent to its retreat house in
Santa Barbara, California, When he saw. thatchanges inithe
Episcopal Church threatened the future of the traditional
Anglican faith there, he did not make his final profe_ssmn.'

Returningito/Montreal, Tobin obtained!adegreeiin sogal
work and devoted himself to: the well-being of the_ city's
delinguent children: After ordination, he founded a priony. of

the Order of St. Augustine in Montrealfor the ACCC, inwhich
he was joined by two other brothers. When the parish of St.
Athanasius acquired property. in the suburbi of, Verdun in
1992, he took a leadingirole inirenovating|it tolhouse both
the parishi church of which he was then the rector, and the
priory, of which he was the prior general. Ini addition to his
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religious responsibilities, Fr. Tobin continued to work fulltime
vgnth children as asocial worker for the local government. He
himself became the foster father of two boys whom he raised
andeducated. As one of his Augustinian brothers stated: “Fr.
Benedict was a living example of the charity of. Christ.”
5 hB'ShOP Woolcock officiated at his funeral October 14 at St.
thanasius, attended by some 450 persons, including repre-
(S)Tgatcljves ofthe ACC, the Roman Catholic Church, the Syrian
GOdOCOX Shurch, the Old Catholic Church and the Church of
Falk. thcén olences came, inter alia, from Archbishop lLouis
Bishb s Mprlmate of the Traditional Anglican. Communion;
e UpS Ae" cer and Robert Crawley; Bishop James Mote of
of the An ,f‘g“can Catholic Church; and Bishop Albert Haley
T C'g IGan Catholic Church in Australia.
passed aevr\;cs supportive ofi the ACCC also have recently
George Pr ?ty’ Fr. William  Allen Youngman, and Canon
YOUngmana » both born in England in same year, 1899.
of the RAE served in the Royal Flying Corps, the forerunner
B, s s \:N'n World War |. Ordained in Canada in 1952, Fr.
parishes in SS affectlonately known, served iniseveral rural
tiringito Vame askatchewan and British Columbia before re-
S ouver island. Canon Pratt, of Abbotsford, British
Northwes{ |—e{rved as a priest mainly inithe American Pacific
aleoho| abus € was concerned with mission extension and
one with g € recovery and education. Described as some-
wonderfu| great love of life and sense of humor, he was ‘a
in Washin F:g eacher” and an accomplished organist. While
gram recegivi N state he had a regular devotional radio pro-
lia. Tf,Tou h dng letters from listeners as far away as Austra-
and ﬁnangci Ieaf and ’I’ame in his later years, he gave ‘moral
*BISHOF? nﬁuppoﬁ to the Continuers, Mercer said.
WEEK TOUR ERCER HAS JUST COMPLETED A FOUR-
ada’s four OF 15 PARISHES AND MISSIONS in Can-
mong othWestern provinces and the State of Washington.
e, Vevies €r places, his itinerary took himito Regina, Victo-
ington, th Lver, Edmonton, Winnipeg and Sequim in Wash-
Al OfeCSlte of the ACCC’s only American parish, St
the ACCO: anterbury. In other news fromwestern Canada,
Martha of BS tWo Vancouver parishes, St. Mary and St.
the new thany and Holy Redeemer, have united to form
of th Parish of St. Peter and St. Paul under the rectorship
€ Rev. Robert Stackpole.

ey oads the Canadian Cor-
OBERT MERCER, C.R., W0 690 0 arishes:

k from a four-week tourofthe

AN CHALLENGE,

Resolution Augments Quest
For Continuing Unity

Recent moves in the Anglican Church in America (ACA)
to quicken the pace toward unity among Continuing
Churches were enhanced by an October diocesan resolu-
tion calling for wider attention to the church's policy of
welcoming all faithful Anglicans atits altars, and for ACAto
recommit itself to work for a united Continuum.

The resolution—unanimously approved by the synod of
the Diocese of the Eastern United States and now headed
for the ACA's General Synod—was sponsored by the Rev.
Siegfried Runge, vicar of St. Matthias, Arlington, Virginia.
It further addresses the concerns of many that, though the
Continuing movement has undergone significant consoli-
dationiin recent years, remaining divisions hurt the tradi-
tional Anglican' witness and threaten its viability. As
top-level unity attempts stalled, Runge has tried'to build
relationships among Washington-area clergy of different
Continuing bodies and urged Continuers elsewhere to
follow: suit, as a grassroots approach that he and others
think may be key:to ending the separations.

His resolution is based largely on the 1977 Affirmation
of St. Louis, to whichvirtually all the Continuing' Anglican
Churches' subseribe. The Affirmation has' suddenly: be-
come more of a focus and potential starting peint for unity
discussions, since a review ofi the' document's language
lediretired AGA BishopRobert Harvey toiconclude recently
that Continuing bodies are effectively already iniintercom-
munion and comprise one chureh, basedion their cammon
recognition of the Affirmation.

The resolution points out that the Affirmation confirms
“continued relations of communion with...all'faithful parts
of the Anglican Communion,” and declares the “firmiinten-
tion to seek and achieve full'sacramentaliunion and visible
unity’ with other Christians who...hold the Catholic and
Apostolic Faith...”

Thus, the resolution states that “the primary and imme-
diate obligationiof all churches acknowledging the auther-
ity of the [Affirmation] is to recaver the visible unity that full
sacramental communion implies—the lack of which con-
stitutes a stumbling block for faithful and cbedient Chris-
tians throughout the world.”

The resolution calls for 1) “the current ACA policy of
sacramental sharingwithallfaithful Anglicans tolbe broadly
published, overtly practiced, and commended to other
Anglicans as a means of establishing the example of
Christian fellowship...until organic unity may be achieved;
2) for “afl parishes in the diocese tol pray for unity at all
public worship services and to seek active engagement

with other Continuing Anglicans in their communities; and

3) for the ACA ‘to commit itself to full and' open dialogue
with all.ecclesial bodies [subscribing] to the: Affirmation of
St. Louis and/maintainingigoad apostolic order, to the end
that all best efforts are expended and unity achieved
between all Anglican traditionalists before the end of the
second millennium of our Lord Jesus Christ.” To that end,
the resolution commends some recent actions of the ACA
bishops and National Executive Council, notably the lat-
ter's new. Subcommittee.on Unity, whichvis already working
to establish dialogue with other traditional Anglican bodies.

B
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1 The Ground Up

N metro scene, Runge told delegates in
lution; is a crystallization of the problem
ons, with 13 parishes and missions rep-
with a total communicant strength of
arish has a full time priest, and all but
able to.do what they coulddo if they were
reh building of their own. In addition to
ere are two Episcopal Synod of America

/er 1,000 members.
unge said, “‘that we are dissipating our
iequate rental facilities and clergy who are
while meeting| (only very poorly) the
ocks. Why? Because we are all part of

at we are now making some progress

are regular contacts between myself
tocal clergy [as well as] between some
churches. During Holy Week |
1 Catholic Church] priest and
€ in a baptism by another.”
op, Anthony.Clavier, said “It

amental sharing of-
Ny Know:that, with the

office building and not on the estate. '

Rose Hill, whichi was already serving a variety: of church
groups, is now. formally an independent religious retreat, con-
ference and'study center serving Christians of all'denomina-
tions. The first conference after the change, albeit the second
ofitskindatthe estate, is, however, Orthodox-orien_ted: arecent
circular announces a January meeting for “Episcopal anc:
Anglican clergy and lay leaders and wives on the state C_JI
Anglicanism today and the future of Orthodoxy.” Speakers wil
include recent Episcopal converts to Orthodoxy. In addition, an
Antiochian mission worships inithe Rose Hill chapel. *

Still, Jones said that “We are independent of any. rellglousE
jurisdiction. While we, ourselves, are Orthodqx, we dol no
operate under the auspices of the Antiochian Orthodc;x
Chureh.” Bishop Davies has occasionally scheduled events
atRose Hill as one of a number of church groups——Orthodo>(<j,
Reman Catholic, Anglican and Evangelical—that have use
the estate facilities, he said.

The Joneses originally came to Rose Hill from Massachu-
setts at the invitation of Davies, to help fix up the estate. Jones
explained that Rose Hill ‘was very run down. The ESAhadno
interest in it andino money to renovate it, so the ESAtrustees
transferred ownership to [the foundation],” Jones said. ’

But after that came the formation of a Synod-spoensore!
jurisdictionknown as the Missionary Diocese of the Americas,
which, under Davies, ultimately became the EMC, fully sepa-
rate from the Episcopal Church (ECUSA). Jdy

“Our commit?nentpwas to ESA,” Jones said. “We didn't
share Bishop Davies' vision, and we didn’t believe his plans
were feasible.” However, ‘more significant than any difference

pm——

Combes Resigns As Ordinary,
Rector, Due To Funding Shortage

Duetoinsufficientfinancial support, Bishop lLeo Combes has
resigned as rector of St. Luke's, Richmond, Virginia, and as
ordinary of the Episcopal Missionary.Church’s (EMC) Dioccese
of Richmond, though he will remain an EMC suffragan-

“The parish of St. LLuke cannot budget.a full time clergyf‘nar:
any longer,” Combes wrote parishioners during Advent, slo
have had to resign the rectorship and seek full ime secular

i




pf direction that we had with Bishop Davies,” in Jones’ view,
is the latter’s claim that his canonical bishop at the time, the
Rt. Rev. Clarence Pope of Fort Worth, ESA's former presi-
;ﬂent, aceused him of disobediance after the first conference
ir?it:r ing Orthodox-Anglican dialogue was held at Rose Hill
Epis g‘; ar?/, 1993 P PPe'S charge “precipitated my leaving the
T hpg Churc_h,. Jones sgated. Jones also claimed that
] Poa been friction over different visions between Davies
s pe, and that he and his wife were ‘caught in the
OSSSflrr19_ ,'t_WaS_ very distressing.”
that lfasdéﬁ'.(cj“'“es spurred the redirection toward Orthodoxy
acceptan CV' lently alr eady underway in Jones. Following his
allayman ‘f,\'/l”to the Antiochian Church; he optedito remain
of my time y ministry developing Rose Hill absorbs most
chialllin natand energy,” he said. “Itis essentially [non-paro-
inipursuin ure. There would be little purpose atthis juncture
SHines CQ a vocation as a priest.”
than) g5 o1 t0 Rose kil the Joneses have sunk more
estate in'[gI 'on of their own money into transforming the
of a $60 OO?) religious center. This includes the construction
cans dwgndl Sh?pel. However, financial support from Angli-
Support we S We were seriously misled about the level of
iSed $100 o%OUId expect,” Jones said. “We had been prom-
cause of th (‘) a year towards the running costs,” but be-
B @) % turf Pattle"’ he claims was ensuing| between
hen th ope, “contributions dried up.”

Wrote to € Couple made plans to become Orthodox, Jones
Hill, expl ap_epple Whg ha(_ﬂ made major contributions to Rose
sponsor INing that “our initial efforts in creating an Anglican-
~sored study center had failed,and offering toepay them:

indiCa‘[ed_
timHeeSZi'S;r-j gt')thcott, an assistant who already hfas a full
ombes told oar as agreed to take over as vicar for Nnow:
unda parlsmoners that he would stillbelin churqh on
duri Y When possible, but he wouldinoilonger be available
Cl)ng the day or on short notice after January 1. .
impolggé?sz_gnaﬁon as diocesan, Combes wrote that “Itis
on lorespond to and manage the affairs of thediocese
J a part-time basis. The House of Bishops is meetingin
Wi?l?uary to begin the process of electinganother diocesan. |
Il remain as suffragan, of course, and again, for many
People, this ‘change’ will not be so noticeable as | will still be
gomg about confirming, ordaining and visiting: The changes
'S bredeminantly organizational adjustments tolexigencies.
EMQ Spokesman; Canon Phillip Lewis, said there may be
2 10'six mominations, up to three each from among bisnops
19difrom the diocese, for the replacementbishop, Who would
ﬁe'.eCted by concurrence betweenthe coundlofbishops and
= diocesan standing committee. Asked oW a_new_orgimary
Alellee supported if funds were lacking, LeWS said it was
_sSibleithatan existing bishopicouldbe appointediothe sc—.;le
thatthere could be a consolidation of dioceses: Ade'r:ice\;vedo
Notdependent on church income might S0 cons;l_me s
"Forus in the EMC, Advent this year will givé U %n‘ o
Y and reflect about some changes oceuN9 a”f;haﬁges’]
F .mbe.]s‘wrote his flock. ‘llhope noonesees [tsh?fif
B Sifailure alretreat or a setback. The HO')’O an’e e
here ahead in 1995. Wehave o0 s forward
t, probably, and God s 9@9TEE "y own
Wber to trust God and be not

eace about alllof this..."

-
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“Only two people out of 500 requested refunds,” he said.

As well as a retreat, conference and study center, Rose
Hill currently operates a summer school for Christian stu-
dents of all denominations. Even so, the extensive campus
is considerably under-utilized. This has encouraged the
Joneses to formulate plans for a more ambitious venture: a
small four-year liberal arts college. Jones points to the
growing demand for small colleges which offer strong liberal
arts programs in areligious setting. Though it appears there
wouldbe an Orthodox influence, the Joneses hope that such
aninstitution would appealtoalbroad spectrum of Christians.

Charismatic Episcopal Communion
Elevates Bishop For Southeast Asia

On September 16, the International Communien of Char-
ismatic Episcopal Churches (ICCEC)—the international
name of. thel two-year-old Charismatic Episcopal Church
(CEC)—consecrated its first bishop for the Philippines and
Southeast Asia, the Rev: Loren Thomas Hines, in Manila:

In a surprise move, the Philippine government also recog-
nized the ICCEC as a church on September 28. According
to CEC's Update, the only other government-recognized
churches in the nation are the Roman Catholic Church'and
the lglesia De Cristo (Church of Christ).

The new Bishop of Southeast Asia was consecrated by
Archbishop Randolph/Adler, ICCEC primate, assisted by Bish-
ops RandolphiSly and Dale Howard of the U.S.-based CEC.

The rites were conducted at the Cathedral of the King,
founded by Hines in 1979 and now part of a network of 38
European and Filipino charismatic churches he started,
which recently.affiliated with the CEC. The cathedral congre-
gation, which started with 15 members, now. numbers over
4,000. It has a weekly television program hosted by Hines
that is seen as far away as mainland China.

Speaking of the cathedral’s role in expanding the GEC
internationally, Bishop Hines said. “God has chosen us, we
have not chosen Him. He never makes mistakes. He never
fails. As long as we walk with Him, as long as we listen to
Him, He will not allow.us to go astray and/fail to.do His will...”

In conjunction with Adler's visit, five deacons were or-
dained priests and some 4,000 persons were confirmed.

The only apparent cloud on the occasion was that ‘local
pentecostal andl charismatic ministers have been severely
persecuting the work of our churches in the Philippines,
especially our recovery. of the liturgy, creeds and councils of
the early. church,” according, to the: report's author, who

requested prayers for the new. diocese.

ARCHBISHOP RANDOLPH
ADLER leads what is now
an intemational fellowship
of Charismatic Episcopal
churches.

21

GE JANUARWFEB"RUNARY, 1995



RIEFS:
1,380 WOMEN PRIESTS IN THE
s the General Synod's late Novem-
857 are stipendiary ministers
nhas an estimated 200 clergy
Id that, contrary to predictions,
n dioceses than there are clergy
ch Times
ND'PARISHES WILL HAVE TO
'S PENSIONS from 1998 on-
) the Church Commissioners are
ynod next July. At current pay
dditional'2,400 pounds a year per

TO QUR MOTHER IN
N'ONE.” So wrote The
tically correct® version of
ession” out of Christian-

ALSO RECENTLY CONSE-
CRATED for. the Charis-
matic Episcopal Church
(CEC) was the Very Rev.
Douglas S. Woodall of
Jacksonville, Florida, who
had been dean of the Ca-
thedral/Church of the Mes-
siahiin CEC Diocese of the
Southeast, which he will
now' serve as a suffragan
bishop. At right, Woodall
(center) pronounces the
blessing uponithe congre-
gation of over. 500 people
who witnessed! his conse-
cration atthe cathedral No-
vember 4. He is flanked by
Southeast Bishop Dale
Howard (left) and CEC
Archbishop Randolph
Adler; who was chief con-
secrator.

Catholic Bishops’ Docqment
Underwhelms Feminists

By William DeMerritt

The 280-member National Conference of Catholic Blsbh-
ops topped its' annuall four-day’ meeting in quember“ ){
adopting a statement that one publication described as “ye
another try at placating Roman Catholic radical feminists —=
who are clearly not going to be placated by anything l€ss
than ordination.

“Although Bishops talk aroundthe issues with a lot of famcy
theology, everything's the same,” complained ene of ?he
members of a vocallgroup that picketed the bishops during
their meeting in Washington. e

The “fancy” talk centers ona 1 3-page document ironically
entitled*Strengthening the Bonds of Peace.” Approved by
the American bishopsiinavote 0f 228-10, the documentwas
ISsued after the recent papal decree that women!s ordination
IS not a subject for debate, and two years after the bishops
abled the pastorallletter on women's roles over whichithey
hadlaboredwithoutsuccess since 1983. The “Bonds? docu-
ment speaks against sexism inl the church, encourages
womenito seek church leadership roles (short of the “p
the use of inclusive language tol help
it ofi i
ops found themselves hampered by
uling against the use of t EX




tor of the Women'’s Ordination: Conference, similar to the

caucuses that campaigned for women priests in Anglican-
ISmM. The Roman Catholic organization now.has at least one
foreign counterpart, in Britain.

Not a few see the American bishops as an embattled
groeup holding out againsta U.S. churchiin which:85 percent
of non-ordinated ministerial positions are held by women.

Far from feeling that they had no choice but to follow: the
Pope, however, some bishops said that the Holy Father had
been too apologetic about the male priesthood- As a result
they opened their documentwith the “reaffirmation of Catho-
!‘l‘c teaching...as definitive.” The bishops said they alsorreject

exireme positions on women’s issues which impede dia-
logue and divide the Church.”

Some observers note that traditionalismis erodedia bit
€ach year. However, Pope John Paul Il has not only gone
asifaras he can by papal decree to.ensure the continuance
of aniall-male priesthood, he has consistently granted the
C:’:mdmal’s red hat almost exclusively to conservatives who
willlelect his successor when the time comes. Recently, he

eeler of Baltimore, 63, president of the National Confer-
ce. The appointments will bring the College of Cardinals
(itstfull complement of 120, of which 100 have been
hesen by John Paul since his 1978 election.
mongoetherissues, problems of sexualiabuse by,priests,
felt and addressed of late in the Episcopal Chureh,
nuedito weigh on the Catholic bishops, who have been

E, JAN

P(amed 30 new cardinals, including Archbishop William:

EMERGING AS A POSSIBILITY in England, following talks
at both the national and international levels. Though Angli-
can opposibion in the 1960s and 70s ended unity and
covenant schemes between the two, Angfican and Methodist
leaders will begin exploratory talks in March. - The Church
of England Newspaper :

*A WOMAN PRIEST ORDAINED IN THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND JUST LAST YEAR HAS RESIGNED HER LIV-
ING -foﬂomng th_e revelation that she was having an affair
with a married priest in the same team ministry. Both the Rev.
Jufie Upton, who is unmarried, and the vicar of St. George's
Greenwich, the Rev. lan Owers, have resigned. - The
Church of England Newspaper

“AN ENGLISH PRIEST SACKED FOR HIS THEOLOGI-
CAL VIEWS HAS BEEN NAMED U.K. MANAGING EDI-
TOR OF THE JOURNAL OF CONSCIOUSNESS
STUDIES. The Rev. Anthony Freeman's new post is half-
time and he will be self-employed. Freeman was ousted by
the Bishop of Chichester after the priest refused to recant
assertions of a book he authored, in which he says he no
longer believes in a literal God. - Church Times

*THE FORMER VICAR OF AKENT PARISHWHO LEFT
HIS CHURCH OF ENGLAND MINISTRY UNDER MURKY
CIRCUMSTANCES is now offering freelance religious cere-
monies, such as baptisms, weddings and other rites, at a
rate of 30 pounds per hour. The Ven. Norman Wamen
described his eclectic, rent-a-priest ceremonies as “better
suited to the needs of individuals today.™ - Chureh Times

*JUST ASWITHALCOHOL, THOSE TOUCHED BY THE
“TORONTO BLESSING™ ARE BEING WARNED NOT TO
DRIVE. In the wake of the strange new spirit mevement
underway in some British and North American churches,
whichi has caused prolonged laughter or animall noises in
some people and prostrated others, al Christian doctor and
writer, Dr. Patrick Dixon, has warmed against driving under
the influence of the Holy Spirit. He compared the altered
mental state induced by experiences with the ‘blessing!’ to
drunkenness. Church leaders, he said, should encourage
peopleito "sober up before they drive home." - Th ]
England INewspaper
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Commentary Report—

Abraham Lincoln’s Refreshing
“Political Incorrectness”

Inian age of rigid demands for separation of church and
state, andpressure to ignorerreligion's rolein American history,
as well as contemporary life, it came with a conspicuous
waming that it was “Politically Incorrect Material.”

. Whatit was was a full page ad!during Thanksgjving week
in The Denver Post, placed by aBoulder group, which simply.
restated President Abraham Lincoln's call for a National Day
ofBrayer on April 30, 1863, sevenimonths prior to his procla-
mation for aNational Day.of Thanksgiving. Itis strikinginotonly
for its deeply religious, moving message, but because it
reveals how much has changed; faithful' believers would
probably fall over in astonishmentifithe words were written by,
4 president today. Here is the great Lincoln’s proclamation:
Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly
Iecognizing the supreme authority and just government
ofthe Aimighty God inall the affairs of menand of nations,
has by a resolution requested the President toidesignate
and set apart a day for national prayer and humiliation:
Andwhereas, itiis the duty of nations as well as of men
to own their dependence upon the overtuling power of
God; to confess their sins and transgressionsiin humble
sSofrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance
will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the
sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and
proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed

HOPED TO RESTRUCTURE THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HAS ALREADY CEASED afterjust overayear of existence.
its |proposals were largely stymied at the recent General
Convention. - Eremos Odos/The Living Church
“OUSTED “NEW AGE" ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST,
MATTHEW FOX, HAS DELIVERED ON HIS PROMISE TO
HOLD A “RAVE MASS” IN GRACE CATHEDRAL, San
Francisco, tomark his entrance into the Episcopal Church.
Modeled after a Sheffield, England, service that attracts
hundreds of young people to a sports center, the “Planetary
Mass" was held October 29-30. The altar “was in the shape
of a sun and a crescent moon, gyrating dancers writhed to
rave music, and tai chi exercises helped participants get in
the mood.” There were video screens showing psychedelic
images, video games, or bombs hitting Irag during the
ar, ete. Episcopal Bishop William Swing was
ia was “very carred away by it.” - Eremos
tian News/The Living Church

whose God is the Lord:

And insomuch as we know that by his divine law
nations, like individuals, are subjected' to punishments
and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear
that the awful calamity of civil war which now desolates
the land may be but a punishment inflicted upon us for
our presumptuous sins, to the needful'end of our national
reformationas awhole people? We have been the recipi-
ents of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been
preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity- We
have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other
nation' has ever grown; but we have forgotten God. V\_Ie
have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in
peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us;
and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our
hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some
superior wisdom and virtue of our ewn. Intoxica?e_d with
unbrokenisuccess, we have become too self-sufficient to
feelthe necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too
proud toipray teithe God that made us:

It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the
offended Power; to/confess our national sins, and to pray
for.clemency'and forgiveness.

..All this being done in sincerity and truth, let us then
rest humbly in the hope authorized by the divine tea_ch-
ings, thatthe united cryof the nation will be heard on high,
andlanswerediwith blessings no less thanithe pargiqn of
our:national sins; and the restoration of our NOwW, q-:j!wded
and suffering country to its former happy condition of
unity'and peace.

Amen: - Ed.

WITH' MOLESTING' CHILDREN, and talk that Roman
Catholic officials might have' secretly lobbied for the delay,
have led tol the resignation of Irish Prime Minister Albert
Reynolds andthe collapse of his coalition government. North-
emn! Ireland officials were seeking the returni of Fr. Brendan
Smyth, 67, whoifled to the headquarters of: his Norbertine
order in the Republic after the' pedophila charges su rfacecli,
but the'warrants sat unattended ini the attermey. general's
office for seven months. Cardinal Cahal Daly. finally ordered
Smyth tolreturn teNorther! Ireland, where he plgd_gwlty (o)
17 counts and will spendifour years in prisen; his victims plan
a lawsLit. Reman Cathelic leaders, embattled! and discred-
ited, are denyingl any interference with' the warrants, but
issued apologies forinsuifficient attentiontopedophileclerics.
In‘ addition to Smyth, four other Catholic clergymen have
appeared!in’ court this year om molestation charg_es, and
another parishipriestrecently diedin ahomosexual nightelub.
- The Washington Times/Church Times

“IN AN APPARENT FIRST AMONG WORLDWIDE LU-
THERANICHURCHES, the! consistory. of the E_vangellcal
Lutheran Church of [atvia (LELB) has instructed its congre-
gations to exclude from the eucharist unrepemtant prgcthl mng
homosexuals, an action that amounts to'exeommunication.
The' September 9 resolution; passed' overwhelmingly, also
bars persons ‘deliberately practicing homosexuality andhav-
ing chosen it as their way of life" from any duties or positions
ireh hierarchy. The consistory expressed sug‘port forn
rivingito struggle®with what it called the “deadly
lity, but rejected all attempts to present it
niorientation. - Lutheran World Informa-
S
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Prepare Ye
As the CHAL

LENGE begins its 34th year of publication, we
find the Advent reading about John the Baptist echoing within.
:Iohn (in'St. John’s gospel) tells us he is “the voice of one crying
inithe wilderness, Make straight the way. of the Lord...” Inithe
SYRoptic gospels John says, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight” (italics ours).

laced alongside Fr. Sam Edwards’ illuminating remarks
(“Ot_ed‘in December) about the realignment among Anglicans and
Christians generally, the Baptist’s call sharpened' our insight
abou‘_ the vocation of all involved in the Continuing/Traditional
Anglican movement. Though we may despair of bringing order
Outofithe current chaos, surely what faithfull Anglicans are to do,
et pbar many are doing, in this confusing period, is to remain
faithful anq “prepare the way of the Lord.” This is ever the task
of th? Church Militant, yet is more compelling in a time when
the historic Faith is under strong attack and longstanding church

NWHILE, GERMAN LUTHERAN BISHOP MARIA
HAS URGED HER CHURCH TO “RECOGNIZE™
XUAL PASTORS. - Christian News LI

E POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH
HAS RE-ELECTED JOHN F. SWANTEK AS
ISHOP. Bishop Swantek's secondieight-year
Olfﬂlw.Am‘erican Old Catholic body began in Oct
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institutions are failing, and one senses eschatological overtones.
Though the movement as a whole may presently seem a “voice
crying in the wilderness,” where few hear and heed, we may hope
that the paths forged now, the foundations laid, will a length
become great boulevards leading to a grand new Household of
Faith, truly obedient o and glorifying Our Lord. Recall that
Edwards wrote that Christian soldiers “rarely can see the whole
of the baitle as it unfolds,” and the believer’s job in any circum-
stance is to “remain steadfast...and to go forward in faith for the
sake of Christ and His mystical body...” Blessed are the servants
who, when the Master at last cometh. are found watching.

In this we pray that the CHALLENGE can continue to be of
assistance. informing and encouraging our readers around the
world. and providing a common link for them in the hope of
visible reconvergence in due course. But, just as with one’s
parish, TCC. as a nonprofit, cannot keep its ministry going
without your financial help and prayers. At present we mutst
raise some $15.000 to pay off 94 printing bills, and need help
to cover a postal rate hike this year. We ask for your generous
SUpport now.

Readers also may want to take advantage of the fact that we
still have for sale about 100 copies of the October/November
UPDATE ON THE CONTINUING/TRADITIONAL AN-
GLICAN CHURCHES, which has generated considerable in-
terest. That issue, which can serve as a handy reference on the
traditional movement, also includes our complete report on the
Episcopal General Convention. Back copies of this special, larger
issue are S5 each, though discounts can be arranged for larger
orders. Please contact the CHALLENGE oftice at 202/547-5409.

women to deny parenthood. - OurSunday Visitor .
FORNIA SUPREME COURT SAYS IT'S
{EN A MAN SHOOTS A PREGNANT
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SIGNPOSTS Continued from Page 11
considering Him for a new benefice? ‘He's a bit reckless and. he
hasn'ta clue about money?’”

On victory in weakness: “The Spirit helps us not in our
Strength, but in our weakness. The weakness of God is stronger
than men...{and] He cannot effect His triumphs, save through the
weak and the contemptible, the poor, and.the inadequate...

“A little Salvation Army sister went to a smart house where a
man said 1o her in @ very superior voice, ‘I don't believe in God,’
and she replied, ‘Oh, you poor old thing. We shall have to pray for
you." Funny as that was, he was the only man affected by or
converted through that particular mission.”

e greatest victory ever won was the victory of a
broken man with no spirit left in Him...on on
inconspicuous little rising outside a squalid city
in on unimportant province...

On success: “Why not rejoice in the fact that a good sermon
has been preached, provided. you are prepared to admit that God
may have had a little to dowith it?....

“The greatest victory ever won was the victory of a broken'man
with 7o\ spirit left in Him, no voice to preach with, or to sing
with...on an inconspicuous litile rising outside a squalid city in.an
unimportant province...He was crucified in weakness. he'lives by
the power of God. Soiirithe same way for us trulyto/live is Christ.”
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Teaches The Faith
and
Our Anglican Heritage

We Offer
Easy To Teach Courses
Which Cover
Every Aspect Of The Faith!

Now In Use Throughout
The Anglican Communion!

Forour free catalogue
THE TEALS
Dept. C
P.O. Box 349
Granby, CO 80446

303/887-3806
800/332-8325(TEAL)

THE ORDER OF ST. ANDREW

A Religious Order of men and women,
both married and single,
not living in' community.

For information, coniact:

The Father Or Mother Géneral
The Order of Saint Andrew
2 Creighton Lane
Scarborough, New York 10510

HEeED UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

POST OFFICE Box 311 ‘
HorLywoob FL 33022-0311 = (800)940-4333
Founded 1970/ External Degree Programs:
1 Master of Theological Studies [M.T.S.]

+ Master of Divinity [M.Div.]

+ Master of Theology [Th.M.]

+ Doctor of Ministry: [D:Min. ]
Non-profit ® Authorized to Operate by the Florida
State' Board of Independent Colleges & Universities.

914/94]- 1265, 762-0398

- St. Ellias School of Orthodox Theology

Hellenic Orthodox Diasporas University
Residential and External Programs.
Previously earned credits accepted.
International Accreditation.
Openito Non-Orthodox.

Earned Degrees in: Dipl, Theol., Lic. Theol., DD, S.T.D;
Contact: $t. Blias School of Orthodox Theology
RO, 7, Lincoln, NE 68542-2237
402/475-6492
Synod for Diaspora and Hellas

tie Universal Accrediting Commission

versities, Athens, Greece

FOUNDATIONS

Reporting the news of. Anglicanism's largest traditionalist
organization, the Episcopal Synod of America, with articles by
the Rev, Peter Toon, the Rev. Br. David Ousley, Dr. Thomas
Reeves, the Rev. SamuellEdwards, KathleeniReeves, the Rev.
Dr. Jeffrey Steenson; and others. Editediby William Murchison;
published tenitimes a'year.

Send $15ito:
ESA, 6300/ Ridglea Place,
Suite #0910, Fort Worth; TX 76116
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Christian Challenge Sponsoring Parishes

CALIFORNIA

Long Beach

St.Mark®s Parish

(Anglican Church in America)

?3:7.6 Magnolia Ave; Sun HC 7:30a,
U:30a; Wed HC & Unction 7:30p;

Anglican Missal: The Rev. Ken Duley;

310/424-7743. 909/989-9664

é}o?ﬂ Angeles (Loz Feliz area)

A' \ary of the Angels

(Tnglyc‘an Church

45r:1gl!t:1.onal Anglican Communion)
inley Ave; Sun Low Mass 8a,

Mattins 9:3 .
10a, LoWN(I): Rrsaiie Mo

Mon Mattins
Maitins 105
on Sat);

(With Low Mass on ‘Wed, Fri); The

Rev. G i
660-27§3g_0ry Wilcox, 213/660-2700,

COLORADO

Colorado S i

(SAt;, Athanasill:s e
% nghéale (lihurch in America)
9:30a; Sun
10a; Wed
HEC {0a;
T

g HC 10a; Children’s SS
MP & Intercessions 9:30a,

58 12:30p, Evensong 4p;

115452, Low Mass noon;

VeSTel;es’;Sat (with Low Mass  Services 8a; 10:30a; noon; Adult
pers 7p Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat  Classes 9:30a; Church School 10:30a;

estnut St.; Sun HE 8a; MP.

e The Ven. Robert Grassberger;
V- Roscoe Reed: 7'19/473-7950

Orlando (Oviedo)

St. Alban’s Anglican Church
(Anglican Churchiin America)

3348 W, State Rd. 426/(Aloma Ave.);
Sun HC 8a(said), 10a (sung), MP
8:55a, SS 9a, nursery at all services:
1928 BCP; Wed Bible Study 7:30p;
the Rt. Rev. Walter Grundorf, Rector;
the Rev. Clayton Bullock;
407/657-2376, fax 657-4410

GEORGIA

Savannah

St. John?’s Church

(Episcopal Church)

1 West Macon St. (Madison Sq.); Sun

1928 BCP; The Rey. William Ralston;
012/232-1251

ILLINOIS

Quincy

St. John’s Parish

(Anglican Churchiin’America)

701 Hampshire Street; SuniLow Mass
7:30a: Family, Choral| Eucharist &'SS
10a; Tues HC noon; Thurs HE 9a; The
Rev. John McCarthy; 217/222-3241

IOWA

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Dubuque

hiof the Ascension

> 8a, 12:30p; Solemn High

. 0a; Mon-Fri Mass 12:10p; Sat
a; The Rev. Lane

02/347-8161

‘&Ys%l}scmmm‘@ﬁ(%

St. Thomasof Canterbury:
(Anglican Churchiin America)
1480/S. Grandview. Ave:; SunMP
9:40a, HC 10a; Weekdays and Holy
Days, Call For Information
319/582/3264

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Conway,

St. Margaret of Scotland
(Anglican Church in America)

85 Pleasant St. (Rt. 153S); Sun MP &
HC 9:30a; Wed HC 6:45a; Fri HC,
Healing, Bible Study noon; The Rt
Rev. Bruce S. Chamberlain; The Rev.
Angelo D!Onofrio; Clergy:
603/367-4788. 603/447-5956; Office
& FAX: 603/447-1399

NEW YORK

New York City

Church of St. Mary Magdalene
(Mission of Church of the Advent,
Greenwich, CT:; Province of Christ

the King)

339 E. 84th St. (Zion-St. Mark’s
Church); Sun HC 3p; 1928 BCP; The
Rev. Robert Bader; 203/622-6511

OHIO

Columbus

Christ Church

(Independent)

43 W. Fourth Ave.; Sun 8a HE: 9:30a
Adult & Children’s Education; 10:30a
HE (MP4th Sun); 1928 BCP; The Rev.
Michael Cochran; 614/294-6233

OREGON

Scotts Mills (rural area)
St. Nicholas Chapel

(Anglican C. ‘hurch inAmerica)
22605 Milk Ranch/Rd! NE; Sun
Solemn Sung Mass 10a; For
information and directions call
503/873-5029

Greenville

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
(Anglican Churchin America)

717 Buncombe St.; Sun 1lla HC (MP'
2nd & 4th); 1928 BCP; The Rev. Jack
Cole; 803/232-2882

TEXAS

Alpine

Holy Cross Anglican! Church
(Anglican Churchin America)

N. 2nd at Brown: Sun HC 10a: Wed
HC noon; Holy Days HC noon; 1928
BCP; The Rev. A. Saxton-Williams;
015/837-7463

VIRGINIA

Arlington

Church of St. Matthias

(Anglican Church in America)

3850 Wilson Blvd. (Wilson Blvd.
Christian Church); Sun HC 9a (MP 4th
Sun); The Rev. Siegfried Runge;
301/963-5726; 703/243-9373

Qatlands (near Dulles Airport)
Historic Church

Preservation, Inc.

(Serving traditional Episcopalians;
mailing add. Box 540, Hamilton, VA
22068}: For Sunday Services contact
The Rev. Elijah White (ESA).
703/338-4265

AUSTRALIA

Melbourne
St. Mark’s, Fitzroy
(Anglican Church of Australia)

250, George Street: Sun HC 9:30a; Sat

Benediction 7p; Mon-Sat Daily Mass:

The Rev. Tony Noble; 03/419-5051t



