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are generally Biblical. 

The printing oi lhe sermons grew rrom a ministry-within 
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ing out or state. When a number of people asked for printed 
copies of the sermons, a transcription was made by Fr. 
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Fr. Sisterman himself. He then decided to make lhe ser 
mons available to his fellow priests and lay readers. 
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WOMEN PRIESTS: 
That \'Vas Then 

And This Is Now? 
I refer 10 page 18 of the September issue of: Ifie 

CHALLENGE, where Dr. Habgoods statemerus 
on the "timing" of the ordination of priestesses 
are reported. These same remarks r ha.ve seen 
elsewhere. 

It is difficult to imagine that a bishop .of his 
alleged intelligence could utter such rubbish: iti 
the ordination of [women ns priests] is wrong in 
l 970 (or any year, for that rnauer), shen it is 
wrong today and tomorrow. It is not at all a matter of getting 
used to priestesses, but rather that the whole thing is unScrip 
rural and cannot be justified in the light of the New Testament, 
thereto historic Tradition of centuries. 

It is precisely .. uncertain statements like Habgood's that 
leave the rest of Catholic and Onhodox Christendom wonder 
ing just what Anglicans stand for ... 

Thal. humiliating moment when you realize that.the service leaflet 
said to ~g verses 1, 2. 3 andi 4:. But not 5; 

I 
i. 

David Pizarro 
29 Pearl Street 

,l'101111tVemo11, New York t0550: 

NOD FROMAN 
UNUSUAL SOURCE 

Let rne .. take this opportunity to express my admiration (or 
the work you do· as editor of the CHALLENGE. The service 
you provide to those in the "Continuing Church" tradition, as 
well· as to those of us who wish 10 keep informed about our 
brothers and sisters in that tradition, is extraordinuny, I am 
especially impressed with your ability 10 present information 
about the various groups without succumbing to the uruagc 
nism which seems to. mar so many of their own pronounce 
ments. I have been a reader for many years, and made much 
use or your work when doing the research for my book. Thunk 
you. 

Pamela Dal'li11g 
501 S0111erw11 Al'enue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvauiu l9l/6 

A lecturer at New York's General Thrologica! Scmi11m)1 and tti« 
Lntherau Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, ,Ws. Darling has 
authored New Wine: The Story of Women:Transforming·l!.ead 
ership and Power in the Episcopal Church- ( .258. pp .. SI6.95. 
Cowie» Publicutions. Bostoin. lust as unexpected a.~ this letter w 
us. written earlier this year. wm word tluu ,\Ifs. Durling told. the 
Episcopal Wome11·s Caucus in a recent address that the CHAL 
LENGE is "the essential resource if you want to ket!p track of what 
traditionalist rl11gficans an• doing worldwide" .1 Needless to sas: 
we are surprised a11d)111111hly gratef11l}l1r this indicationthat TC Cs 
3.J-year ministry ofi11Jormati(ltt onilevelopments in rite Church-has 
been fo1111d ofltis1orirnl as ,re/I.as coi1ten1porar:i· value even amo11.~ 
those who hart! come to dijfacm conclusions about women's 
ordination and other key issues. - Ed. 

Tfi.e At19Cican i\tlissiorwry So~ of 
Saint David of lVafes 

Traditional Anglican 

Pust Officl! Box 3731 S 
A lbuquerque. NM 87 Vi6- 73 l S 

Please write to the above address for membership 
applications and for information -about our !lc'W 
series, .. Le ssons for C {!mfi rmat ion. " 
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Holv Smoke: .. 
The HistorJr Of Incense 
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t ~ '.·•,: :~, ·,t;;· · "!: ~·\: ircose, "'-f-.i.."f. <'ume llith the prayers of the 
-;.:.,.: .:,·::".:.t::. :...- ~1:./-:r: G~-J(~ tf rk angefs hand. -Rev. 8:.; 

~.::.1-~!:~,:..:: ,:-,r :.,"': ,,:':\1r.11m. is a derivative of the milkv 
- =:.:..-~ :.::.:.: . '-'.T::c.2..-:, ~·.:-:-:.h frcrn \\ ounds inflicted upon the bark o'f 
:... -:-_,-;-•~ : : ::-~ :.";2.1 ~10nfs 10 I.he Bos11·c/lia e>enus These . . . e . 
-==:--.::!::>:.: -:--," ,::-s:;:0t~ irees um, e in parched limestone soils and 
;:;,!.',-.e-;-: ;; :.::-;~e~ :e;;;;>:!,ed by moist sea breezes and heavy 
::::;;.. "-. -.-.,.::d::11,,:;~, fm.md only near rhe sou them tip of the 
-~~~_:.'.L-: p:'D::}~:Ji::: and 1.;1 the northeasr comer of Somalia. Their 
~ :-:--:.:...., =r_:::.:-,d !10 :e~~ ~cra~~ly cousins. the commiphora mvrrha, 
:_: _::•_:--rrn !ree~. in~w on a similar climate but require a porous, 
0
_ ... •--!._, ::-01L For centunes. moreover, rhese trees stubbornly de 
ne.d al) anempts al transplantation. And so there was a scarcity 
of fr:mlincense and myrrh throughout the ancient world. 

The earliest known records of incense use 
.l:.'g_lplian /Jieroglyplzicsfrom the middle of the ~hird 
1nil/e1111ium B.C, chronicle a trade expedition in 

quest of the "perfume of the gods." 
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,~ rroiher factor for 1/Jc prized status of these resins involved 
Lile l;..h<?rious_proce..,s by \_vhich th_ey were harl'cstcd, Even today, 
1 t r<.:~ n~ ams a rrme-consuming affair: / ~ the dry heat of late spring, 
fr~:.:tnkrnceme harvesters trek to their grove: and chisel away 
-,ccriorh of outer bark from the trunk and main limbs of rhe 
,.jpproprime trees. Inunediarciy the milky protective sap begins 
lo run. Afler two weeks or w, gatherers report to SL'rape off 
g lohu Ie s of what h:1s become a hardened resin, nuw a dusty 
an1ber in color, T/Jc best grades offrnnkinccnc;c arc taken from 
the r hi rd or fourth of these scrapings, completed over several 
rrrorn hs. 
Tapping myrrh trees would seem 10 involve Jess work because 

[their] thin outer bark .. r~~di/y cracks and ~eneralf v ref::~"-~ 
consistently high-grade sap on its own. B.:;1 these - are 5!7':L - 
trees. and so f~hey] produce les , resin from each scraping._.;, _ 
result. harvesting myrrh i::- an e, en more Iabor-irnen x i v ~ t::. .; 

In ancient times. access 10 the Baswellia and rnvrrh £ro·. t'- ·• _ 

limited to members of a hereditary caste of about3.00CJ f...i.r.: :~-- 
And every crumb of resin harvested bv these indiv ictuaj-. '-, .. 
su~sequemly brought by camel to the nearby commerc-ia! c=-,,- ::_ 
of its respecti"e region and sarhered into central ,.,. .are hr-, .. 
con1roUed by the region ·s royal crown. 
Caravans traveling from grove to grove were re s rrfcred 

passage on the main road alone. Indeed. any deviariorr ur ct,.:~-:_. 
en route was a capital offense. 

. Similarly, on the coasts, no ship was allowed to load or _,.:,_ 
Without royal permission. By land. outbound carao c-ould ,Y.!·. 
be carried on the camels of a certain tribe. Ev;n pn.">Cc>::-,ir.~ 
centers like the one at Alexandria, where frankincense and ru \ ~ 
were packaged for resale and distribution. maintained ci2hr' ""-' 
curity ... These and other such measures ens~ed that the n;;::.rura.il. 
rare frankincense and myrrh would be relative ly unavaibb!-:'.'; 
contraband, and thus rarer still-as well as more expen s ive. 

At the high point of the frankincense trade, around A_ D. Jl)r)_ 
when a pound of frankincense cost more than the equivakn t \'•i 
$500 in today's currency and the choicest myrrh as much. a_._ ej~~;: 
to ten times that, an estimated 3,000 tons of these comn11.xiitit ~ 
were shipped annually to Greece and Rome alone. 

What could possibly account for such a marker demand'? 
First, we must remember that frequent bathing was a IUXUI), 

then. Modem sanitation was as yet unknown. No wonder inct'n:-t" 
(and perfume) were so popular! 
As for the other widespread use of frankincense and n1yrrh- 

in ancient worship-we have to consider rhe intersection of L \\,.1 
ancient beliefs: that whatever delights the human sense.s ou1i-.t 
also be pleasing to the gods, and that it is through cornbus t i orr-c 
and the ascension of smoke-that sacrificial offerings arc t n.urs- 
ported into the realm of divinity. . 
Given these beliefs, it is not surprising thar regal hopes tur 
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immonality-especially in ancient Egypt-would occasiomvo 
racious consumption of frankincense and veritable baptisms in 
oil or myrrh. An inscription naming Ramses 111. for instance, 
reports that 1,933,766 pieces of frankincense were burned during 
his 31-ycar reign. And when the tomb of Tutankhamen (c. 1340 
B.C.) was unscaled in 1922, 1hr air inside still smelled of myrrh. 
The circumstances surrounding the discovery of frankincense 

anti myrrh as fragrant complements to worship and human 
hygiene are as yet unknown, still obscured by the mists of 
antiquity. But anyone who has ever feel a wood stove. or hun 
kered near a campfire and savored the sweet fragrance of birch 
or cedar smoke, might be templed to believe that humarr beings 
discovered incense, or at least the blessing of burnt aromatic 
woods, shortly after they discovered. lire. 
The earliest known records of incense use, Egyptian hiero 

glyph ks from the middle of the third millennium B.C., chronicle 
a t rude ex pcdition in quest of the "perfume of the gods." Myrrh 
itself is first mentioned by name in a hieroglyphic inscriprion of 
the reign of Queen Hatshepsut (c. 1500 B.C.). This pictorial 
record tells how the queen dispatched a nee! lo Punt (now 
northern Somalia) to acquire both frankincense and m1(nh, tree 
seedlings. 

Frankincense and myrrh are also discussed in the Old' Testa 
ment. As recounted in Exodus, Moses brought down from Sinai 
not just stone tablets but what amounted to a blueprint for an 
elaborate religious ceremony. with detailed specifications not 
only for the Ark and the Temple, but also for recipes 10 concoct 
sacred incense (half frankincense) and sacred anointing oils 
( with myrrh). as well as specific procedures for their use. 

Incense does not, however, seem to have been a part of early 
Christian worship. Some scholars attribute its absence to the 
association of incense with pagan culls and to the Romans' 
persecution of Christians by ordering them to offer incense 
before an image of the emperor or another pagan deity. Conse 
quently. those who capitulated came to be regarded as apostates 
by those Christians who did not; as a result, the latter referred lo 
the former as the 1/wrificati, after the thurible. or censer. in which 
incense of this test of fealty was burned. 

But Fr. Richard Rutherford, C.S.C., a theology professor al 
the University of Portland, offers a simpler explanation regard 
ing why early Christians may have eschewed the incense so 
common to ancient religious practice: that incense, by its aro 
matic nature, is inescapably public; early Christian worship, on. 
the other hand, was necessarily. secret. It was not until the Age 
of Constantine in the 4th century, Rutherford argues, when the 
Church was free to develop openly, than incense likely emerged 
in Christian ceremony. 

Incense as it is still used in the Church todav, is rich in . . 
symbolism. The raising smoke continues to suggest the ascent 
of the faithful's prayers. much as it did in ancient times. 
The ritual censing of altar and offerings. Gospels, and icons. 

meanwhile, symbolizes sanctification. And the censing of the 
congrcganis both sanctifies and celebrates their participation in 
the prayers and offerings of the liturgical occasion in progress. 

But the way incense is actually experienced brings us lo 
another dimension or Catholic worship, the realm of the olfac 
tory. For smell is the only sense wired directly to the limbic 
system. sometimes called the "old mammalian brain." which 
regulate,~ vital autonomic functions, biological rhythms. and 
basic instincts ... ln short. it is the source of..powaful erno 
tions ... For people, smells and memories go hand in hand. ln fact, 
memories tied to scent are nearly always more vivid and imme 
diate than those associated with sight or sound, Marcel Proust. 

a,; University of Portland psychology professor Susan .Baillet 
points out, needed only the buttery aromas of a madeleinc cake 
to summon up the rich tapestry of reminiscence that became hi,.; 
classic Remembrance of 'fhin1:s Past. 

A growing body of research on the behavioral effects 0f 
fragrance-an area of study called arornacology=-suggests. in 
fact. that fragrance can do a lot of things. Among them, it can 
relieve stress. elevate mood. increase alertness. and enhance 
performance of routine tasks ... 

So incense has endured for reasons that go- far beyond its 
qualities as an air freshener and a symbol. Perhaps the haunting 
aroma of frankincense has long served as a mood enhancer and 
spiritual mnemonic, distilling our purest exultations and deepest 
devotions alike. 

In other words, perhaps ffie Three Wise Men were wiser. than 
we know. 

* 
Quotes with abidgement ftorm Catholic Digest, as con- 

densed Jrom a 11994· issue of PCJf.fJand Magazine 

, Eama,B.A.R .. M.Min .. M.0iY .. D.Min. from 
Life-Experience. correspondence. directed home .. . . 
study. credit by e .... am. research. and transfer ;;{~~. 
credits. SL .Iames School of Theology. Dept. C. ~~ 
l4l0 Lake Tarpon Ave .. Tarpon Springs.Fl; • 
34639 Aulhonud b\ ~ Florua51.1l< &.uu ,,r h•kr,<nllcn1 \',~ ..,,, 1 ru,·,,-,o,,. 

SOCJETY OF KING CHARLES 
IBEMARTYR 

ANNUAL MASS AND fVIBETING 

Saturday, 27 January, l ~95 
12 noon SOLEMN HIGH iv.JASS 
in the Presence of 
The Rt. Rev'd James W. Montgomery, 
Sometime Bishop of Chicago 

Grace & St. Peter's Church, Baltimore 
The Rev'd Frederick Shepherd Thomas. Jr., Rector 

Preacher: The Rev'd James Cascioui, SJ. 

L1111d1eu11 Reservations $/ 5 per person: 
Send check earmarked "S.K.C.M. Luncheon" 

to ChurchOffice {Jy 14 January. 
Grace & Saint Peter's, 707 PaJJk Avenue, 

Baltimore. MD '2120-1: 

,\,ft-111/n:rsltif! i1u111iric·s: Dr. Murk A, Wuo,;10\a. 
29 l Bacon Street, Walthwt,. l'vL!\0~15..i 

I l 
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This continues ourfeature look at two EC USA parishes .irit: 
standing firm i11 their Anglo-Catholic witness. singled uui 
because both are celebrating major anniversaries. Parr/ 11a~ 
devoted lo the Church of St. James the Less, Philadelphia, 
now marking its sesquicentennial. Attention turns now 101/u 
Church of the Ascension and St. Agnes. celebrating the 1201h 
anniversary of its building and tlt« 150th anniversary r,f 

[
1
1 .sscension Parish. Most (?{ the unidentified quotations are 

1: front published parish histories. 

i 
\ . ! \ \ l 
~Ii j ,\\ . 

~, 
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"TO LIFT UP CHRIST IN HIS (;LORY, for all to sec. ha, Ir~·. 
inherent in Anglicanism from the hc!.!inni11!:!-in our churches. and in , •.-· 
liturgy. which was clothed in the ~1obic~'1 tanguage of the <lay \\ h:: 
translated into the vernacular," church journalist Dorothy l\1ills Parker b.«. 
written ... All manner of folk were thux likewise lifted up ... " 

It is just such a witness that the Church <if the Ascension and S1. . .\_gn:· 
Washington, D.C. maintains auainst arcat odds. 150 vcars after the fo,m,; 
ing of Ascension Parish. And Thar's ,~1011'1 a cclebrution. 

Anniversary events designed to "'highlighl the unique aspects of'{rre 
parish's] mission and witness lo both the cirv and the Church" l:,.e~ 
October 15. and are set to culminate Dcccmber 3. marking. tbe chu-;..:-r: 
building's 1201h anniversary 
To the chagrin of liberal church leaders. Episcopalians still drive frr-.:-:-1 

all over the Washington metro area and beyond 10 reach Ascension. :.ti'J..! :: 
remains a popular draw for visitors to the nat ion ·s capital .. Anglican or o: •~ 
one New York Roman Catholic priest never misses it on his \Vashing1-:.;-; 
sojourns. All these pilgrims are seeking- and finding at Asccnsion-s-a 
rare commodity in today's Episcopal Church (ECUSA): historic faith and 
order, expressed through rich, traditional worship, rising heavenward on 
waves of excellent music. 
The parish ·s majextic French Gothic edifice, built in 1875, stands 0n 

Ma~sachusens Avenue at 12th Street Northwest. between two '"world:-" 
a1 the edge of Embassy Row and a section of low income housing. 0~-; 
while urban flight and church modernism have had an effect. Ascension 
is not a decaying downtown shrine or "show" piece: it remains an active 
household of applied belief, al the heart of which is a solid con: of real 
devotion and spirituality. Here, mass continues to be offered dail~ 
according to the 1928 Prayer Book (Anglican Missal), attracting a good 
nucleus of"regulars" to the weekday masses in Sc. Francis Chapel next 
10 the main church, and a sizeable number of the parish's some 250-J~~, 
communicants on Sundays. And here, Anglo-Catholicism proves once 
again to be a common draw for varied ages, races. and estates of life. 

The curiously named Church of the Ascension and St. Agnes represents 
the merger in 1948 of two churches of different emphases. Ascension. 
organized in 1845, served as the diocese's Pro-Cathedral from 1902-12. 
hut flagged in the years after Washington Cathedral was started. 111c 
merger with St. Agnes, begun in l 903 and rooted in the Anglo-Catholic 
tradition. "brought new life, and new leadership in the person of the Rev, 
Albert .J. dullois, who came along with his flock to become the first rector 
of !he join! congregation." Mrs. Parker wrote in a J 970 American Clnucl: 
Ne11·s story. "Ir flourished under his tenure, which ended in 1:95 I when I): 
became executive director of the American Church Union." 
Though significant improvements continued, by 1961 the future again 

looked grim. 'The neighborhood had deteriorated .. parishioners hud :-.t:'.11- 
tercel." Mrs. Parker noted, mid some major repairs were needed. purticu 
larly to the undcrcroft. "Then in March of that year, the Rev. Frederic H. 
Meisel took up his duties a~ rector, and things began to happen." Under 
fr. Meisels 24-year leadership, the parish became "a center of spiritual 
life, social concern and cultural enrichment in the nation's capital." 
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BOTH THE FORMERLY INDJVIOUAL PARISHES of Sr. 
Agnes and t\~ccnsion arc products of a regional history pivotal to 
the ongrns ol Anglicanism in this country: it was on October 15,. 
1631. on Kent Island in the Chesapeake Bay. tha: Richard James. n 
priest ol'thc Church of England. celebrated the first Anglican service 
111 what was to be the Diocese of Maryland. Both congregations here 
ol~servcd were founded in territory once under the oversight of the 
B ishop of London. Bu teach parish also brought its own rich heritage 
Lo the 1948 merger. 

It was under the mission labors of the Rev. Levin I. Gillis, who 
had served parishes in Montgomery County, Maryland. that the 
Church of the Ascension was organized and received into the 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++♦ff 

After a Civil War clash between the bishop and 
Ascension's rector, congregants arrived one Sunday 

morning to find the church commandeeredbs 
Federal troops for use as a soldiers' hospiwl. 

+++++++♦++++♦♦++++++++++++++++++++++++++♦

Diocese of Maryland (which then included Washington) 150 years 
ago. Gillis had acted nt the request of some other Washington clergy, 
who wanted 10 bring Episcopal services to a part of the city where 
they had not yet been offered. 

First meeting in school rooms, the congregation soon erected a 
"commodious but plain brick church" on H Street N.W. between 
9th and I Oth Streets, on u parcel given by beloved Washingtonian 
and "enthusiastic churchwoman" Marcia Burns Van Ness, whose 
husband was honored for his "revolutionary services.i'The land was 
adjacent 10 the Protestant Orphan Asylum also established through . 
her philanthropy. In about ten years it became necessary to enlarge 
Ascension's two-story edifice, and in the process the formerly bare 
worship space was endowed with a striking "churchly beauty." 

The Civil War brought a clash between the diocesan, Bishop 
William Whittingham, a "strong character and a great Union man," 
and Ascension's then-rector, Dr. William Pinkney, who. though 
also devoted to the Union, was at heart a State ·s Rights man, as well 
as; a Marylander sympathetic LO the South. While Pinkney was not 
outspoken in his views, he anti Ascension parishioners were ostra 
cized as disloyalisis. 

Push came to shove in 1862, when Pinkney declined 10 use a 
prayer of thanksgiving for tale Union victories in and around 
Manassas sent by Bishop Whittingham to Washington parishes 
only. A military order was issued shortly thereafter. and congregnnts 
arriving for Sunday service found the church in the hands of Federal 
troops, who were busy tearing it apart 10 make it into a soldiers· 
hospital. 

Unt ii the church building was surrendered. in bad disrepair. a little 
over a year later. services were held at ,u101h1:r buiklinu on H Street 
owned by W.W. Corcoran, of Corcoran Gallerv famc.Th<.'re seems 
Lo have been some divine desiun in this exile, though. as Corcoran 
was later baptized by Pinkney, using a marble fon~ he had earlier 
given to the church. Corcoran became a 111\!m~r of Ascension and 
well· known for his benefactions to the Church. 

Within ten wars Ascension's vestrv decided to build anew, larucr 
and more ornate church. titting for a ~·api1;~ city parish. Again \~~lh 
the help of Corcoran. the present site on Massachuseus Avenue was 
secured. and the cornerstone of the new church laid on June lJ. 1874. 
The event was marked with: prayers mid addresses from several 
clergymen, including Pinkney. who by then had also been elected 
Bisho~ Coa?jutor of Maryland, eventually succeeding: his wartime 
nemesis, Bishop Whiuingluun. Pinkney t·spccially recalled the 

tlJ'\i £.\Rl.Y E,YGFUI '/NG oj.-\.sami,;1(s majestic exterior 

"beauty and power" of the address given by Assistan:' Bishop 
Dudley of Kentucky. ·•11 was in nothing more admirable than: in its 
clear. bold. incisive statement of those great doctrinal principles that 
underlie the edifice we are building for God:' Pinkney wrote, 

Ascension's members were not generally wealthy. yet gave 
"almost beyond their means." At the end of 1875 the new building 
"was finished and furnished throughout." and the first service-there 
held December 5. When the church 'sdebt was retired ten years later. 
the total cost 01' the building and. lot. in principal and: interest, Wll'i 

said to have b~n-$205.000: 
Notable to this period was the Rev. John H. Elliott. forrncrlv of 

South Carolina. who came to the parish in 1873 as Pinkn~v's 
assistant, but who later became a beloved rector. serving 35 vcars: 
at the end of his tenure Ascension consisted of some: 3.30 fa~ilies 
and -t57 comrnunicarus, The move to Massuchuscus Avenue facili 
tated further growth of the Sunday Sdiool-300 pupils and 25 
teachers were reported for 1875'-,uu.l the development of a Sunday 
School for Chinese immigrants: started in l887. it apparently had 
some 50 students at its peak. 
+++++♦♦♦♦++++++++++++++++++++++++♦+++++++ 

Despite its name and later histor». Sr. A1g11es in its 
early days was nor Anglo-Carlwlicim£ pluio, "P:E ... 
+++++++♦+++++++++♦+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ascension ·s estubiishmeru as the Pro-Cuthcdral for what \'1,L-. 
now the Diocese of W,L~hingron earl). in this century brouaht the 
clearly welcome. 1t·gut.u· pre;enci.: of the JilK:~·s..: 's fo:;L bishop, Dr. 
Henry Yates Saller lee. Tbe coni;rega1i(ln 's hisllll)'. however. l:it1lL•; 
m,1 the resultant emergence of Ascension ,l', 1111: center of diocesan 
functions. but "lhc -:;1m..:s1 personal· i11tt:n::,1: .. Eli.,lll>p· Sauerlcc 
evinced in the church and I its:! people ... !:I<:: knew us. loved u.,. 
prayed anJ hoped torus morcihun we evcrrenlizcd. ~k c:a111..: ai.1h111~ 
us :L~ a great chief, shepherd of his flock. joining in llt1rf,...,tiv11ls :111~1: 

Conliriued OIi Pdgt! IO 
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. nave and . ·s spacious . . c 
. of Ascension hioh altar, dep1cun~ 

, pOINT 1 0ver the -=- , the Blessed . poCAJ.,, ·. 1nur:i d belO\,. I 
rttf ... ; i/t lfo1i11~11,1r ord ab(Wt' an . Aenes, and ot ier 

,:ir.-•w:lf' 1_1 .. 1~ccnd111g L n·sh "s patron. SI. ~· 
· ,u, 1 ' · I 1he pa · · ss d · it·-' ~1t,11t ·. \1L1n~ 11'11 i • ri,h -~ ,nrne... I vas painte in 
-~•in \J:1£:·'. - .• 10 thr p,i ·. 1he mura ' '. 
\ '_':. I ,;~nit1,anL~. f ·1 parishioner. o-1) reco!!n1zed as one 
-:unt~ li · - , ,,1f! 0 ' I <'9 t-19°- · - · rals . ..r.1'n111ll1u. = f•R i,en ( ,, . 1urv His mu fr,:·.,., · 1• f\-k nc t. . f tins cen •r .· 
,o,Ab', J11hn I t:12, un·h painIW o fEurope and Ameuc~, 
•--~- ·1;•1r gr,•:11 , dp·1rishchurche.so_ . XI 10 decorate hrs 
('! 1 · 1 "Jr.1b an · , Pope Pius th 
:c·'x-.1rin.:,Jilt ·011·1II\' cho>cn b) ·en's work includes e 
;~

1
1 IX' 1\:15 per.- c' .1• .,~·indolfo. DeRos 1 ph of Arimathea · •· . . ··I ,11 a~ ,. ::' · St. ose 

rri13k' ,h:ifX '\· iional Ca1hrdral s_ Sh . e of the Immaculate 
1 n ihc · •1 h' (Tton s rm . • '""r.:, i i i,aic~ in Was tn" . I Both Ascension s mu- ~ ·I ·10,, tnt · · Cathedrn · I' 

l n . .ip; ·.: ·111d Sr. ~1auhc:1rs ' b ·it al oner with the chance s 
c,c:fP'I<'~. h' h ·as re UI ::, f 
-'1!'Ji;,HirhAltar.11· _JC ,1, dedicated by the Bishop o r~ in ... - h ame time. were 
i'\itOiiOII 3[ I r : 'f 28. 1956. . . 
\bhing1on tln O.t~~- nl , the Ascension of Our Lord b~t 
fne mural procl~1ms n~r o )d mat elory in the midst of his 

d ,1-,n1inpo\\eran "' ~ h·' .• d w· i:i, ~on .-w_1 c d . from the pointed Got IC win . o . I .,. ,, us sh,1pe an size . I s 
::3m1,. 11••

hc: ·. · . . . ted directly on plaster m wax co or ·11, \l ochind it. I!,~ exec» . . I af 
,:n, u . .. h sold leaf in three shades and s1 Iver e . 
··nd 1°mpm.1111 - h hurch 
Ji • 1•0- Lord is dominant as one enters r e c · T.~t fi£urr o ur . . · h 
,. -~ :.•olorcd backsround stands out brilliantly against t e 
m nam, .,_ " I d f · l 
dxp blue sky rioted 1rith green a~d broken ?Y c ou. s o s1

1 
ver 

!raf. Our Lord's gannenr of dazzling while 1s described _b) S_t. 
Jc.Jin in his Rcl'ela1ion. In his ascension Jesus is shown with his 
amb 0U1~1re1ched in the form of a cross as if to show the price 
i)fhis 1iC1of}: ihe palms of his hands bear crosses where they 
were pierced by nails. 

In dis1inc1ion from his crucified figure, his head inclines 
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toward his left side-toward h" 
. d. . I . IS h"'•·rt m icatmg 11s compassion. Hi '-Q - 

face, beardless because ·ifte h_s stro11g 
• < r IS R, ~ 

rection he is ageless. disphys th. es11r. 
d . · · < • e cal ness an majesty of his eternal G 111• . . . ( Oclh 

and y~t. loo~mg_down on his peo le ea~. 
one with us 111 his M,mhoocl. 171 P . he is behind his head is gold w,·rh ae nimbus 

~ , cross r deep blue. As the s~·rt11)hs are nea 0 
. . · rest the throne of Goel. so their llame-c .

1 . I I . h o ored wings surrounc 11s .ody. and seem· 
1 carry him to Heaven. mg Y 

Directly below ?u~ ~ord stands his 
Mother, the Bles_scl, Virgin Mary. She is 
the Queen of Saints and therefore occu 
pies the central place of honor among the 
mural's seven saints. Her title of Mother 
of God or God-bearer is indicated by the 
Greek letters within her halo. Her gar 
ments are salmon and pale blue, with 
small gold crosses placed on them after the Eastcmcuil,J• 
face is youthful as at the time of Annunciation. and hcrt· 
closed as if the mystery of it were too great even fflrhir; 
upon. Her hands are upraised in the manner of the ora111,.;,, 
of the catacombs, showing that she prays for us to h~r: · 
Son. 
St. Athanasius and St. Alban, flanking her to lrfl J,:~ .. 

represent age and youth, contemplation and action. :11. 
Eastern and Western Churches. Athanasius is res1t1d in· 
plish-brown chasuble of Eastern shape with_ a pall_i~~1 ','.: • 

with red crosses. His bearded, perhaps deliantt,,~,- - 
Book of the Gospels which he holds, indicate h~s 1~1

1
i~ •• 

. . . I . uon aoa111s11 i- - defendinz the Catholic Faith m the ncarna . "' .. 
1 
•. , · 

e, 0 L· dv is o1w1 ,, . ' of Arius. Each of the saints except u~ aA -·
1
. :,iu~ih1', • 

I · c t d tor 1 1.111". · 1 on the gold ground below 11s ree , an 
1 
•. work O• 

... ... · G ek from us open book bearing a text m re . man th,ll 11c' 
Incarnati_o~: "For the S~n of_ Go.d be;,::1,~r J7J. : 
become divine." Arhanasius died in th -·ddurin!!th.:D-1x 
St. Alban was a Roman soldier martyre \'l;l!re J1l111• •• • 

_< 01 "arthespot\ .J1 persecution about the year 3 - • nc r ,-~ si!l•er. ,ut . 
· His arrno "'· r·w the English city named for him. b)' minorol 1l_ ..• 

. . k • l'k that worn • 1··• 1~r kerchief about his nee · 1s I e . . st his !ell t"t I 
. Id I , rnz ao-atn ·v1n10 Roman Army. The shie ean _, ~1 h•u,ds the~- 1 •1, ·, 

· · .· h 'n boll ' . 111bll•' ' vcrmillion. He bears upng L_ 1 his 0cher_~)! .. 
1
rri:J 

martrvdom a sword, so that it forms beJo\vln~!t,;c·t•rl'.· 1 
' • f water 1 11•,1 ( • The conventionalized spnng O d' 

11 
•1 spring 0 . • rcyr 01 ' · I ·· legend that on his way to ma iefti111, 

forth to quench his thirst. f Scotland. ne~!,1~if 1,1Il·'.'>, 
St. Agnes and St. Margarer O , d aJso a lilt:. Mil''. . 

· h a ue ctn , 111e. J 1 again contrast youth wit 1:.; • .1 ,111d h0111t,;. Jrc~sc . 
~ . f hJnl y' l I~ h(II virginity with the sancuty O .' 

1
:. 11il)' ,11ic · d 11\t' · . · 

C •• ·nn at t :ttl lfl' daughter of a Roman pat, ,c ~ ,
1 
noJdcn ne_ .. dt?~i~'1 -~-, · 

· 1 1 up 111 , :7 (' 1Jltl .,_:1 garments: her hair caug 1 earlY .o .. 1111c1 
d 'th an · 1l1t:~' her aarmenr ornamente WI , of I J. 111 ~ · . the ;1!.!i.:: and red. Agnes· fort 11udc at ~ 
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and time •as Alban, fed to her being uni-: 
versally hailed, and she is of course the 
patroness of one of the two congregations 
which merged in 194810 form thepresent 
parish. Her symbol. rhe lamb, was- in- 
s~ircd al a very early dale by the similarity. 
of her name to Agnus Dci, and reminds.us 
of her unblemished life in union withthe 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God. 

St. Margaret was also of noble family, 
the granddaughter of King Edmund 
I ronside of England and the.wife ofKing 
Malcolm Can more of Scotland; but she is 
a matron full of years and of good wonks. 
She exerted great influence as Queen. 
founding religious houses and promoting 
justice in what was still largely an i.mciv,i:.. 
lized country. Her kindness to the.peer is 
especially remembered. Her sirrip{e g0td 
coronet and plain green kirtle refl~cJ..the· 
relative poverty of the Scottish court. ·1n:. 
her hands she bears a jewelled' cross-sen 
raining the Black Rood' of Sccitlailp'--'-a 
relic of the True Cross which she ;l:ield 1 

before her .eyes as she was dying on· No" 
vernber 16. 1093. The, royal lion .of Scotland is pa1[jtedr0n- the 
shield at her feel, though ifa heraldic usein herjime cannot be. 
certainly known. 

St. Thomas of Canterbury is last on the left .. and. whi'le<he is 
both a bishop and martyr, we think of him chiefly as representing 
the Church in England, as Margaret does the: Church in Scotland 
and as Alban is the first flower of martyrdom in ancient Britain; 
Thomas wears ful I pontificals: a deep red chasuble overdalmatie. 
and tunicle, in token of the fullness of episcopal office: around 
his shoulders his archbishop's palliurn of wool: and on his head 
a mitre in the low form of thel 2th century. Hebears ia:hisg10\'.edi 
hands one. of the swords with wh;kh"he was slain before un;altM 
of his cathedral on December 2,9, l 170, His slightly grizzldl 
beard is an authentic touch from a.mosaic made soon after his 
death. The arms of Canterbury are -iit 11\s feen a pallium and 
archbishop ·s cross on a blue field. 

. Finally, on the right, stands the you1hful1 St. Vincent,;deucon 
and martyr al! Valeruia in Spain. bearing witness· in the same 
persecution and time as Alban and Agnes. His·dalma1ic of linen 
with purple stripes or clavi is copied from one found' in ai 
I 4th-century tomb. The silver censer which he holds by its short 
chain is copied from a 7th century Coptic censer, and reminds us 
that he served al the altar and therefore is a patron of acolytes. 
The gridiron on which he was burned appears below his foet,, 
while the raven said 10. have guarded his dead body is show.n• 
perched on his right hand. . 

Altogether, the mural continues to. dt,iw,people toGed by (ts 
beauty. and by its symbolism proclnims the Catholic Faith "once 
delivered 10 rhe saints." 

./:,;· 
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THE CHURCH IS REPLE"f.F, WITH Sl\\,{NffiD: GLASS 
WINDOWS. both the Dalle-de-Yerre windows of.the nave: nod. 
high above. the clerestory windows. 

Among the former arc those which again· herald: the li:ves of 
the Virgin and most of the saints depicted in the mural: tithers 
recall or represent the Gardens of Creationand the Resurrection: 
the female ancestors of Mary. and the Nativity: David the King 
as Jesus' ancestor in a modified "Jesse Tree": 1hc prophecies of 
Isaiah. with the triumph of the word of Godover the world: the 
seven Archangels: and Baptism. Healing and Music. 

The.clerestory windows arc a canticle.of.colored ~i'gl,\tt depict 
ing. the Te Deum, lauding "The Father. of an infinite Maj,esry:·· 
the "glorious company of the Apostles." the "goodly fellowship 
0f the Prophets," the "noble army of Marcy.rs,'' and: the "holy 
Church throughout all tl;e world ... " 

AMID ASCENSION'S· AR'.F'ISTIC EXCELI1,EN©E. JS :\ 
CONVERSATION: PIECE OF A DIFFERENT'S()R-'T:.._1hc 
confessional at the rear of the nave. which came 10. tf:te parish in 
1'990 as a "souvenir" from the filming of TheExorcist Ill (June; 
1939). The film's art director consulted with the then-rector, Fr. 
Perry Michael Smith, andnhe confessional was spe.ciaJily con 
structed by artisans working within, the church-to. itiatchl.both the 
age and the architecture of the parish building. 

The confessional, however. had 10· be collapsible so· it cou Id 
be transported from its Washington location c9 a movie studio in 
Nonh Carolina for additional scenes .to be shot. When it was 
returned to Ascension us a uift from the director, \Vtlliam Peter 
Blattv, it'had been-dismantled and was somewhat the worse for 
wear: and', since it was intended to be a piece of scenery. it had 
never been, wired. for lighting. through the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, these deficiencies· were corrected, arid the 
structure now accommodates those seeking the solace of the 
Sacrameru of Penance. 
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.,11_tTii1,m .. tohn Ovrral}. who alsofashioned 11\'0 /~11111,•nJi1r 11,.: d11,1.dr,,111d ,:.1,•,·1,1(t/.th,! .H1J111nl glii:,, 
windows i11 1111' St. Francis Cht1pr/ aJj,i,:,•111 to 1h,· m<1i// c/wri-/1. 
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d bv urban 
llhile not unoffelc!c ojernism, 

d I ,-c1!11 (t,. 

flii!f1r an r tu . "an actii'e · · ·cmm n., Asce11.m111 , . Jlied belief, of 
/Jrmsehold ()j apt "rimalirv. 
d ,rorion and spt ' 
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- -- 'Continued from Page 7 . I 
.4SCtfv:;;/OI\ . r di'fficullie.s ... He love. . h u, IO Oll 
Jclil:x'r.11ing i1J! • . urcd hours from a busy 
,,u, ,hildR'n and even I~~• One of the dearcsl 

·unon" t iern.. f /ik r,1 come , - . : . . - rhe memory o our . . ,1 rh1, wnter I~ f 
fCL\111..-won~ i . . d' gin the midst o our 

h larlr tw,hop sran m . 
,:fl'JI ,,· () ... (f l~'·m an" the fervor of his 
L·hildr..-n. t'\plaimn: 1 f th birth and 
simple. childi,h he_~ the story o e 
childh,xx.l of Jesus. . · hborhood had changed. 

Q" ' nsion ·s surrounding neig Br I .. ,., Asce s • h h ,. ,·th "attendance · . ..d· r' riv a downtown c urc , 1' 1 
11:ikinp II more _is me .- alk f life ·• Though signs of 
from all p:u1s of the city and .. w s o . I . ~ ~ 

~~irfulncss remained. it was entering a penod that would challenge 
r ~ survival. 

. ~ - . ~ ~· . 
-,, .!·. 
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.-\SST. ,.\(;\ES enlivened the faith by dying for i'. in A.O. 3_04 
• the :i!:c of 13. m in converse parallel. was the Washington parish 

. .nncd f (lr her brought 10 life by Trinity Church in the years leading 
~• ihdcmi~c- in the mid-1930s. 
Trinnv, launched in 1826, ultimately stood at C and Third Streets 

· .. W .. ai:1in wirh the aid of W. W. Corcoran. Trinity in its heyday 
, "a ··n:uional in-titution .. auended ar times by well known Ameri- 
11 iigurcs ,e.r John Quincy Adams or Francis Scott Key). Among 

1 ·. former rectors was George D. Cummins, sometime Bishop of 
f 1llui.'k_1. who later founded the Reformed Episcopal Church. and 
: 1\. Sylc, a former missionary to China. who joined Dr. Pinkney 
'· • 1 :fu,ing 10 read a pr.iyer for Union victory; he too was frozen out. 

· ·rini1y began to decline early in this century as more parishioners 
• 

1 :l'u <•ut 10 new residential areas, but its chapter of' the BrmherhOOd 
,1. Andre« i1an1ed to stan a mi~sion. Bv 1903 St A . ,. H ,, .. ·,., - . . - gnes I\ <1s 
m,,. ~rn rc~~ in a lll'll·Story house. eventually moving to a brick 

• \Ion~· d1an.·•I on Q Streer ,1 \V ·n , 
. ,.. • '"" 

1
'· • 1e congregation was chicll)' a • ~JI,· cla- 1•·ork ~ . -, ... ' .·. mg gro~p-thcre were no l..twycr.-.~-and des ite 

.1 Jin. ;ii1 .• ,11.'.1,1:r hl\lory. St. Agnes was anythine but Anglo-Cathorl, ·c 
-''t' car I uav-,: ra1J1·· I - .. . - .. ' <.:r. 11e atmosphere was plain "PE., . ., th • ''.: tro 1-11:.:h Cl h" · o1 • • , ,tnu e 
"j . . , Jure Ill inc p,L\Lorates of Fathers Wt1·1tm d ,. rm, f1J119_ ,~ .. , · ore an 

I . -- J )rough1 not peace but a sword ., . lllU••h '1)/1),• I'. 11· . 
' ,. ~. . . - . or~ ippcr'i wcnr elsewhere. the "H. . ,, 1 1~' .ip1lt:,1r lo have '"l)ped • igh Church . . " 11110 a real )"an,· , . .- i:,:!,1Jll, fr>r deen..r devr 1· . d . . . e. ing among most . I. ,-- J ion an sp1muaJ11 . d r 1 

·'·
11 nn thi: Church and ·d . . }, an 1or service -1. . . "'' OUt~J c u • ~ re,uh, ut thi, were ~oon see _- 

• t~.-- lrorn lfJ3 in 191() .. 7 ·n Ill a~i --a-.toni'ihing inc:rea-;e of 
. n . . Lo 64 dunng 1915 f 1·- • ',n: ' time rnemb.::r~hi'p . d · n -r. Clarence J I ~5 f · · · <tJJ aftendanc al · . ' ,uni lie~ and '2() . . e Illo~r doubled to , - · - <:omrnunicants A ' 

• • • 
1c1: ,, ,c1e1i<.:, ,<l,o ,pr.-tng . 

1 
· · n::ma.rkabfc number 

v. ·1, . up in I 1e churcl A 
1 , . porn. compared wi1h " l. ,--.nc , thouc,h "St 

.. I 1!ut . . . Ou1cr churches . \'' I . o . 
• • '-1 Lon11nuou, ~I ream f I . . Ill , ax 1mgton .. I it j 
-~\khr ~1am,1ble cause~ h(:re ~id ~bllC\~<d>lenc~\." for the church 1 

h •J(;C/lJl)(: full · .• a roa - 1711s all be . . 
:er the .. . . . Y indl'.f)Cndent in 19,3 ga.ri before ft.::lh1r,h1pofF.rV·- - . 

'·'
1~'->:cain,.· . · l<.:lorO.Ande · . 

. . , " u1s1nw11on.1· on the 1· . rson '>tarting that vcar 
'~HJrJ\ tor i.tJJ ~m'>. . . . re 1g1ous life, and " . . , ' 

. - iarcnc:(;\Vted , <IIld <:ond1t1ons of men n . . t?e Pan:-;h s 
: We\,i1m. i on". lcnure, became adi . '. ~ ~d far, sparked 

. mprovem1,;n1,- '"'d . occsa11 inst11ut1c,11 B I-' ·' .... , van( · • - e ore 
Jus gilt-, rnatle St A . 

· · gnes a 

- . I -----~~ "colorful shrine." By 1930 St. Agnes had become a cc 
I 

J 

. fi ,;, ne ra c"uhr r parish, drawing ~ongregan_rs rom the Districr and bc)•ond. ' IIr 
Fr. Anderson s death m 1937 left his parishioners be, 

several months. Finally rel icf came in the person of Fr du[3 r~ft for 
ended a highly successful stint :1s canon and pastor a; the c-~:Sh· "·

1
·ho 

· · ' D' f F l ' e,rd of Wisconsin s iocese o · ond ( u lac. t? answer the veslf\.-s 
appeal 10 come and lead St. Agnes. Considerable mmerial i~<l 
financial progress was soon made. and the parish's witness ablv 
supported. Fr. duBois also promoted the Catholic Faith oursideth~ 
parish. and became more active in the American Church Union. 
Just as the vestry began 10 think about expansion. duBois 1,as 

swept into service ,L-; an An11y chaplain. With an interim in place, 
du Bois left in 1942 for a pi lgrirnagc through European am1ycamp,, 
where he "ministered to the scattered Churchmen .. mediuucd on the 
Church ·s failure to give them sufficient instruction, and for their 
benefit wrote So You Are an Episcopalian, which nm into40.mJ 
copies. 

"Meanwhile, parish life went on bravely ... The chapel became ~ 
war shrine, with small blue vigil lights constantly burning for_those 
in the armed forces, and a large white light on the altar, dcdicarcd 
each week lo some soldier or sailor far away .. :· . 

DuBois returned 10 St. Agnes in 1946. Soon the '·steadily growmg 
. - d . f r ·1 hroer membership and deepening devotion .. excited the esrre O ' ' = 

. I Th answer came church building," centrally located but accessib e. e .. 'ion 
in the proposal for union with the nearby Church of the Ascens 
on Ma'isachusetts Avenue. 

h hes !rid been BY THE END OF MARCH, 1948, the t~o c,, ur~th Fr 'duBoi5 
united as "The Ascension and St. Agnes' Pansh, w, · 
taking up leadership of the merged c'Z:mgregaLion. 

1 
including 

S. . - . t 10 the churc i. . 1gnJ11cant aesthetic 1mprovemen s . the ensuing. 
the dedication of its unique mural, took place d~~:J bY the Rc1·, 

rectorship or the Rev. James M. Duncan, assis · 
Donald Garfield. . ~d tile upgra~- 

On succeeding Duncan in I 961. Fr. Meisel conttnu~ _.-1 deal of Ins 
. ~ II as a <TL)ou -/1 rng work, with the help of parishioners as we ': , tilt [/i!lrt · 

· • . 1· s on hcfl/,~ . (ll111t own money. anu expanded the pansh s ocu ,,
11
_
5
pru1g .

1 I l.,· · · at •is the v\c • n d1t up 10 umg "the primacy of the spmiu· ' Asci:ns1t1 ,1 
J · I · · , M P· ker wro1e. i-,, ~1atXJ, w llC 1 social action llows,' a:-; rs. ar ... neighuv1 •v 

'd nts ot i!S · · J 9c1u- many good works for low income .res, e · . _ Award 111 .·.• •· 
e._.,.n· '7'l L. · C'/ /' o· 1· u1'shed Parish · . 11111~1_, = rng 1e 11·111g 1/Jl'C Is rs mg k •'is I1s 

1 
,
11

· 
"B ,-.1rs P·1r er, , Nt UL !he glory of the parish," \vrotc ". · · '

5 
1710111us • :ui 

which Fr. Meisel-once a treble solo1SI at I. real £urore
1 
.,- y k J ~1 of the g ·1111.i.~ t or ·--endeavor~u to raise to the eve.:: ,u.nist/cl1°1 . ,

110
11 

<.:hun.:hes and cathedrals. He was assi:..;ted by ~{~cl of Waslullo 
Robert Shone and Richard Roeckelem, a pro 

" 



Cathedral 's College of Church Musicians. The effect was evangel 
istic, since some in the crowds which came to hear the music had 
never before experienced an Anglican service. One result was a boy 
choir recruited from among ghetto children (sadly now defunct), 
taught largely by local jazz musician Eddie Diamond! Numerous 
musical events during Mcisel's time included an annual week-long, 
critically acclaimed. Bach Festival, in conjunction with Ascension 
Day. 

The musical quality remained under Meisel 's successor. I he Rev, 
Perry Michael Smilh. a peerless preacher, with Beal Thomas as 
organist/choirmaster for most of Smith's tenure. The parish: is now 
seeking a new rector, but has beenably guided by the Rev. Lane 
Davenport as priest-in-charge. 
Today. the parish's tradition of musical excellence continues 

under ihe direction of Haig Mardirosian, assisted by a 15-member 
paid choir. 

THEY FEATURE PROMINENTLY in special offerings 
marking the sesquicentennial of Ascension Parisband the 120tlt 
anniversarv of its building. 

Even ls began at the main mass October 15, which highlighted 
compositions b)· musicians associated with the parish, including 
Paul Callaway, Thomas Bold, George Steel, Ronald Arnatt and 
Robert Shone. The sermon was delivered by Fr. J. Shelton 
Pollen .Jr .. the retired rector of St. Luke ·s, 15th Street, one of just 
three traditional parishes in the District, 

Succeeding Sundays featured special preachers or speakers; 
including the Rev. Dr. Robert W. Pritchard. professor of church 
history al Virginia Theological Seminary, who reviewed church, 
issues al the time of Ascension's founding in IS-l5; and Fr. [)enys 
Pel er Myers, who spoke on the parish's history, and later onthe 
church building's architectural features and history. 

Solemn Vespers and Benediction, with choral and orchestral 
settings by Mozart, were set for one \ovember Sunday afternoon. 
The service December 3 promises to be particularly memo 

ruble. The sermon will be delivered b\' the Rector Emeritus, Fr. 
Meisel, and the music, with choir ~nd instrumentalists, willt 
include Haydn's Missa brevis alia capella. "Ronne cacti de su 
pct:" Christmas Eve Mass will be celebrated by the retired 
Bishop of Chicago, James Montgomery, and music will include 
Messe de Minuit pour Nod by Marc-Antoine Charpentier. 

"IN THIS .. RAPIDLY CHANGING, ultra-permissive soci 
ety." wrote Mrs. Parker. "people are desperately reaching out for. a1 

strong faith. a tirm discipline. a worship worthy of God-s-clothed 
in beaurv and undcrgirded with love nndjoy and the spirit of holiness 
that the ·churches. i~ their frenzy for relevance and for unity ar any. 
price, have "cry nearly lost." 

Such is still found at Ascension. though it has been buffeted by 
ECUSA's liberal sweep. whieh has nearly wiped 0111 Catholic faith 
and worship in the church al large. Ascension faces clouded, deci 
sive, days ahead, as ECUSA's hierarchy tries to compel its obedi 
ence 10 the new order. 8111 in Ascension ·s. history the light of a new 
day has several times dispelled 1hr darkness. And 1110n: than any 
other traditional church in th~ District. this congregation, like the 
assembly of saints grucing its sanctuary, evinces unity in the faith: 
and united. it may--p,~,y God-stand. 

Sources included hstories ot Ascension Parish compiled by F1ode1ick 
S. Tyler. and tile Rev. Thomas w. Cooke: and n history oi St. Agnes· 
Episcopal Church by Nelson R. Bw: a bcok'er at-out mtenor features ot 
Ascension that includes contributions by John Overall, Ann Mitchell; Nancy 
Ma1kowski. and the Rev. Messrs. Frederic Meisel andPerry Smith, possibly 
among ethers. Photos were contributed by Nancy Majkowski. John Overall 
and 1he editor. 

IJns theve becn a Bible that is-so 

RigfJt for its time 
Right far traditionaiists 
Riglif for Bifile lo-tiers 

----- 

Bible Reader Alert! 
Are you concerned about such issues as "political 

correctness." the leaching of moral relativism, and 
declining literacy? 

Are you shocked that Bible translators art! rewriting 
the Word of God to conform to these alarming trends? 

If your answer 10 these questions is "yes," the 2tst 
Centurv King James Y ersion or the Holy Bible 
lK.121®) is right for you. In the bewildering array of 
new translations. the K.121® stand, in oppositicn IO 
current trends toward "dumbing down" God's Word and 
making it more compatible with the left wing. 

The 21st Century King James Versinn is an accu 
rate and understandable updating of the King James 
Version of A.D. 161 l. Obsolete and archaic words 
have been replaced with the most exact synonyms while 
retaining the power, beauty, and timeless message 
which has been saving souls for nearly 400 years. An 
innovative format also contributes IQ reading case and 
understandinc. 

The KJ°i.1® is simply the most powerful and 
beautifully worded of all. modern versions. It is.closer in, 
language and spirit to the KJV than any other 
modern Bible. 

It's the King James Bible 
for the Z Is! century 

FL,r a free (\1111p.ar.11iw Word Study 
Call 1-800-225-552 I 

KJ2 I Bibk Publishers. Gary. S.D. 
Home page: hllp://www .g1.1sh,:11.11.:t/ 

icnl/q1rl<:prtJl)2/kj 2 t / 
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NORWEGIAN ordinands and 
students chat at the Interna 
tional Synod of Northern 
European Churches, repre 
senting an alliance of tradi 
tionalists in the Church of 
England and the Nordic Lu 
lheran Churches. The Synod 
took place in London Octo 
ber 6-7. Photo by Nicholas 
Spurling 

Forward In Faith Assembly 
Advances Parallel Structure, 

Views "Convergence" With Allies 
By Stephen Trott 

Bold steps were taken during two London meetings of 
lraditionalists in October toward providing the foundations 
ior a restored church and ensuring an orthodox episcopate. 
Weslminster Central Hall was the site of the second 

lnternalional Synod of Northern European Churches, rep 
resenting a recently-formed alliance of orthodox members 
of the Church of England and the Nordic Lutheran 
Churches; and immediately following, the second National 
Assembly of the 30,000-slrong Forward in Faith, the C of 
E's leading traditionalist organization. With women's ordi 
nation and other revisionist trends confronting all the rep 
resented church bodies, both the Synod and Forward are 
making tangible arrangements for the protection and con 
tinuance of orthodox life through the erection of church 
structures parallel to but distinct from the churches of which 
the\1 are officially a part. 

Women priests have been functioning in the Luth.eran 
bodies far longer than anywhere in the Anglican Commun 
ion. yel are still resisted in those churches by a significant 
lraditionalist minority. By contrast, Forward has grown up 
/from a coalition of pre-existing bodies) since the C of E 
approved women priests just three years ago. But the 
growing perception of a shared destiny in these Reforma 
tion slate churches has brought closely together the free 
synodical movements in each country. 
Among representatives from Forward in Faith at the 

Synod were the chairman, the Rev. John Broadhurst; For 
ward Secretary. the Rev. Geoffrey Kirk; and members of 
For11ard·s Council; they were joined by the third provincial 
episcopal visitor (PEV), or "flying bishop," appointed to care 
for opponents or women priests, the Rt. Rev. Edwin Barnes. 
Delegates from lhe Nordic Churches included the Rev. 
t.'ressrs. Ollar Myrseth. Professor Bernt Oflestad, and 

-~oald Flemestad, all from Norway: together with the Rev. 
!:lag Sandahl. the Rev. Goran Beijer and Deaconess Maud 

1 undin Ohlson from Sweden. Also present were repre 
~enlalives of the (Old Catholic) Communion; the Church of 
-ienmark; and Evangelical Lutheran clergy from England 
.,nd the United States. 

The Synod heard how the (Lutheran) Church ol Sweden 
t: as progressively distanced itself from its substantial tradi- 
1 cnanst minority, still comprising some 30 percent of _the 
, hurch after nearly 40 years of women priests. In that time 

' .:'J i, 

_jt1 ,., .. 
P!. I : 
1 

...... /- • 

' 

--- 
only two """' .·'---- ~ 
conservatvs \ P -'7 
bishops ✓• 

have been ~ · , # ~ 
appointed, ' { 
both now re- 1- 
ti red; and ; F / : 
latterly the 1/ 
Swedish I" 
House of 1 .: 
Bishops has \ / . .tl \ 
resolved not ··- ~. _ . -·, .> 
to ordain ~ ~ .,..;: · · · ~'- _,,_ 

any more . . . t f women 
candidates who do not recognrse the rrurus ry 0he Swed 
priests. This is expected shortly to become law m t 
ish Church. f woman as 

In Norway the government's appointment o a ... 
, b t . reasing diviston, bishop of Hamar has broucnt a ou inc . d as con- 

with five eucharistic communities now e5tabl,she ·derable 
gregations outside the Church of Norway. Con~\ de of 
tension has also been cause.cJ by the_ weak t~ei ~orwe 
church authorities towards the liberal policies 0! 

0 1 
was 

gian state on abortion. The local paris~ pr~eSl m ~~g of 
removed from office after excommunica!mg th~ l least 
Norway for signing the new law on aborti'?n, an os~tion to 
one other priest has been defrocked for his opp 
state law. to main- 
The London Synod therefore focuse_d on ways d with 

tain orthodox Christianity in the co_untnes. ~oncer~eor,dina 
the immediate issue being theological training an dition 
ti~n for orthodox seminarians, wit~out_ whom the_ t~~f~r~al 
ahst movement in each country will wither away · 

I s eden and Norway, courses have already been set up n w . 
11 

es 
while England still has two Catholic theological ~~e e~es~ 
St. Stephen's House, Oxford, and the College of 
urrection, Mirfield. . was a 

The Synod's most significant action, howeve? onver 
pledge by delegates present to begin "a_ ~roces~irc~ .. The 
gence in the Faith and Order of the undivided c . · the 
Synod decided, without dissent, to set about re~to~~gboth 
original vision of Luther and Cranmer, = a c ur on life 
Catholic and Reformed with a common faith, com~ . ' 

' d . the Apostles t,me. and common orders unchange s!nce hich began 
In a review of the year's achievements w F 

. . b g the secretary, r. Forward in Faith's assembly Octa e_r '. om leted 
Geoffrey Kirk, reported that the organization 11~~ c d other 
almost all the work set tor it by its first assem. ~· an church 
projects besides. He announced th~t a pre5t~g~ou}

0
rward 

and offices are in the process of being rente or 
in central London, to be available in 1996. 

Then followed some preliminary work on conference 

·'· 
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resolutions, affir-ming orthodox biblical imagery of the God 
head in worship, and the importance of accurate transta:tio:n 
of the Scriptures; alter which addresses were delivered-by 
the chairman, Fr. Broadhurst. and Bishop Barnes. 

At the next day's Holy Communion service, another of the 
three PEVs, the Bishop of Beverley, John Gaisford, commis 
sioned the first regional deans for the 14 regions into which 
Forward has divided England, as part of its emerging paral 
lel church for traditionalists within the C ot E. The regional 
set-up follows the successful pattern established by the 
Free Synod of the Church of Sweden. The English regional 
deans will have responsibility for the pastoral care of For 
ward in Faith clergy and laity locally, working in cooperation 
with the three flying bishops. To help ensure a continued 
supply of traditional clergy, Forward will also ask the House 
of Bishops to allow PEVs to sponsor candidates fer atten 
dance at a Bishops' Selection Conference. 

CcntinuecJ'on,P.age 14, righr column 

ECUSA Chooses New Treasurer; 
Files Suits In Cooke Case 

The Episcopal Church (ECU.SAJ has named a nswtreas 
urer, while also filing two civil suits to recover more of the 
$2.2 million embezzled by its former treasurer. Ellen Cooke . 

Retired certified public accountant and Episcopalian 
Stephen Duggan of Ridgewood, New Jersey, who had 33 
years' experience with the accounting. auditing and finan 
cial consulting firm of Arthur Andersen & Co. in New York, 
was unanimously selected by a search committee as treas 
urer of the national church October 31, out of arr initfal.field 
of more than 200 applicants. 

Before retiring as a partner in the Andersen firm in 1994, 
the 57-year-old business graduate of St Louis' Washington 
University specialized in serving the firm's small en 
trepreneurial customers, but also worked with large inter 
national clients when he headed the audit division in 
Brussels, reported Episcopal News Service. Upon returns 
ing to New York, he continued to work with multinational 
companies, Including the firm's Japanese clients operating 
in the U.S. 

Duggan said he was enticed out of retirerrrertt by the 
sense that he coutd meet a need while fulfilling his desire 
to serve the ministry of the church, in a role that stresses 
the human as well as the financial. As a former Homan 
Catholic who in midlile r.nade a "conscious. enthusiastic 
and irrevocable decision to become an Episcopalian," his 
wife's denomination. Duggan will have a personal stake in 
getting the church beyond the embezzlement. 

"The problem with the numbers will take a bit of time, but 
isn't going to be overwhelming. It can be done." Duggan 
said. "The more impressive task is to deal with the person 
nel issues- that have been left in the misappropriation's 
wake, he said. "There's a lot ol healing that has to happen, 
and credibility that needs to be re-established, That's going. 
to take more creative effort and a great deal more ttiought 
than just putting the financial affairs in order." 

Duggan "is clearly not only extremely competent, but.has 
an open, easy-going! manner and a collegial1 style," ob 
served House of Deputies President Pamela Chinnis, 

Maria Campbell of r--lew York's Trinity Church, who 

Cu1::in1.1-2c/ on Page 1;6 

THE CATHEDRAL PARISH OF ST. MARK, Portland, Ore- ·
1 
-· 

gon, a former Episcopal Church (ECUSA) parish now 
attlliated with the Anglican Church in America (ACA), a 
prominent Continuing Church body, has settled with the 
Episcopal Diocese of Oregon over ownership of the 
parish property. According to Ecclesin, the settlement, 
reached earlier this yec1r through a mediator, provides 
that the parish land ond building will remain with lhe 
people in consideration of an undisclosed amount ol 
money to be paid by the parish to a third-party charity. 
Coming to the ACA in 1993 alter dissolving its relation 
ship with ECUSA, St. Mark's was designated the pro 
cathedral ol ACA's Diocese of the West in 1994, and 
became the cathedral parish of the diocese with the 
enthronement of Bishop Robin Connors In April this 
year. 
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Irish Woman Leaves 
Anglican Priesthood For Rome 

One of the first women ordained a priest in the (Anglican) 
Church of Ireland has converted to Roman Catholicism. 

Phyllis Fleury's decision was prompted by "the warmth of 
Caiholiclsrn" experienced at the Franciscan Friary at Ross 
nowlagh. Ireland. Fleury said she found "love, inclusiveness 
and devotion· among the monks on her visits. ' 

Fleury. a retired medical doctor, said she accepts the Ro 
man Catholic ban on women priests. She said she now 
understands why many Anglicans objected to the innovation 
and now sees the establishment of the Anglican communion' 
and !he Reformation in general, as a break from "the true 
Church." 

Her deci_sion has been emotionally costly, and she said she 
~re~tled with doubts for months before leaving her congrega 
tion in Donegal. Baptized In the Anglican Church in Dublin 
she said some of her ancestors had fought and suffered fo; 
their faith. 81=_! the former priest said she had no regrets. 

Sources: The Tablet (Brooklyn), Catholic World Report. 

Some ~i~affected English Clergy 
Leave Mm,stry Entirely, Study Finds 

. A ~ew survey has found the Church of England still "polar 
ized over women priests, and that some clergy who depart 
the church as ~ resull are leaving the ministry altogether, 
rather tha~ seeking _lo continue service in another church. 

Presenting their findings to the British Psychological Soci 
ety. two researchers said that a survey of 50 priests who have 
lett_the C of E-one-s,~th of the estimated 300 clergy who had 
res,gne~ up to that_ point-confirms that the Roman Catholic 
Church is t~e principal destination, but also that 21.7 percent 
of those_ priests were leaving the ministry altogether to do 
other things or r~tire. Others were joining the Orthodox 
Church or Continuing Anglican bodies. 

Meanwhile, among those who have remained in the C of E 
opponents see women priests "as not just dissonant but s~ 
d1ss~nant as to change the essence of the Church ~f En . 
land. s_a1d one of the researchers, Fabio Sani of Exet~r 
Univers,_ty. But the study suggested that many traditionalists 
remain in the church '·because they feel there ·,s s f th .. · • pace or em, especially since they can look to three . . I e · I · · . provinc,a . piscopa visnors, and believe they "can win futu 
uons t th · · .. w • re genera- o eir view. hile the researchers found 
acceptance of the three •'flying bishops .. even by s general 
f f 1 1 ' upporters o ema e c ergy, they noted the undercurrent of feelin h 

such special arrangements compromise the .
1
.9 t at 

· pos, ion of women pne_sts. Overall, the survey suggests that th C f . 
struggles with female ordination are far from over e O E s 

*IT NOW APPEARS THAT OVER 350 PRIESTS W 
HAVE LEFT THE C OF EBY THE END OF 199G ILL 
of the ordination of women. In 1994, a year of recordasba re~ult 
I h C · reak,ng oss, t e of E lost 414 male clergy, including 209 resigned over women's ordination, and gained 46 le who priests. Numbers of male priests are falling general! mal~ 
1s estimated that rising numbers of female priests y, ~Ind 11 
match the decline in their male counterparts, meanin w, d not 
at the end of the century of nearly 1,000 in the total g a rop 
of full time stipendiary clergy, from 10, 195 now to 9 31~;ber Sources: Church Times, Ecumenical News lnt·e'rn 1. en. a 1onat 

FORWARD Continued from Page 13 
More conference resolutions followed, affirming tradi 

tional and biblical morality: the necessity of setting up new 
congregations wherever appropriate; and the need to avoid 
sacramental participation alongside those who accept 
women priests. 

Present as observers at Forward's assembly were a 
number of non-English delegates from the International 
Synod which had just concluded. Also present w~r_e the 
Rev. Samuel Edwards, executive director of the trad1t1onal 
ist Episcopal Synod of America (ESA), and th~ Rev. Ivan 
Clutterbuck, representing the Traditional Anglican . C~m 
munion (TAC), a leading global fellowship of conunumc 
Churches. . 

Some of the Nordic observers spoke to the ~athenng 
about experiences of Scandinavian traditionali~ts in recent 
years, noting that conscience clauses in their churches 
which first accompanied women priests have now been 
withdrawn. . 

The same has happened in the Canadian Anglican 
Church, and is expected to be formalized by the U.S. 
Episcopal Church's General Convention in 1997; the as· 
sembly was particularly conscious of the recent refusal ~f 

· · 1· t candi- the Bishop of Nova Scotia to ordain traomona 1s . . 
dates, and of the crisis faced by tour remaining orthodox 
dioceses of the American Church. . f 

Forward's assembly therefore ratified very enthu5,as .1· r m cally, as the English component of the_ ~ew Reforma 1•0~ to 
Europe, the International Synod's decI~Ion a day_ e-:1r1te in 
work towards a common life with faithful cnnsuaos 

· · · If t "the Scandinavia and elsewhere, by committing nse ~ 
1 faith and practice of the undivided Church, and in par:ticu ar 

the teaching of the Seven Ecumenical Councils.n f 
The final resolution of the assembly proved the mos 

astonishing, however. Passed without opposition was a 
proposal by the Coventry area assembly calling o~ For; 
ward's Council "to take steps to ensure the consecration ° 
bishops" for traditionalist Anglicans in England. Alth?u~h 
numerous speakers had reiterated the immense gr<:t,tu 0 
of members for the ministry of the flying btshops. it was 
widely believed that these three bishops would not hb~ 
replaced alter retirement within the next ten years, and t at 
(in light of what had happened in Nort_h America) n~ ~~~ 
could be placed in the assurances given by t~e c_ the 
authorities about lasting fair treatment for both sides ,n .

5 c mm•· d~bate, despite recommendations of t_he ~ames O ndling 
sron (the body that set international guidelines for ha · 
divisions on women clergy). . ntin- 

Forward in Faith is thus committed to ensuring a ~o d if 
ued ?rthodox episcopate, within the cnurcn of En1 a~or· possible; or in an alternative jurisdiction raised up . \ ans 
ward, if the C of E moves to drive out traditional Chrt~ ~as 
from its midst. The vote was a solemn moment, a~ horn 
clearly felt to be historic by those pres~nt, a few 0hewdeci 
a_bsta1ned, "."hile all others there voted In favou_r. ~ church 
sion w,11 raise considerable controversy In wide their · . 110w circles, but those present were in no mood to 3 · 

1 
d tor 

future to be decided for them by those who had vod e 
the growing liberal agenda of the Church of Englan · 
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Phantasmagorial New C Of E Synod' 
Commences Five- Vear Term 

Will the real Church of England General Synod please stand 
up? 
The constituency just elected for the Synod's next five-year 

le_rm (which began in November) is either conservative or liberal 
with a potentially powerlul conservatve force, depending on 
wha~ s~urce one is consulting, and sometimes it's the same 
publication: in headlines only a week apart, London's Church 
!7mes declared I hat "Liberals come top in Synod elections,· and 
New Synod elecled on right-wing ucket" The Church of England 
Newspaper thought it saw a conservative backlash to lhe ag 
gressive campaign tor acceptance or homosexual behavior, and 
an overall Evangelical swing ot 10-15 percent, in the new Synod. 
The paper later bacl<.ed this up with results of a telephone poll of 
newly-elected members, in which over half described them 
~elves. as Evangelicals and/or theologically conservative. An 
1mmed1ate result, said GEN may be a rough ride in the new 
Synod for the Something to Celebrate 'family" report that wants 
a more relaxed view towards the cohabitation of unmarried 
couples. 

Wha~ is cl~ar is that the Synod is undergoing significant 
chanqa, including a substantial decline , -- - - 
in Anglo-Catholic representatives, who 1 

~:. • - 
were also some of the most experi 
e~ced Synod members; and a shift in 
minority elements that could make for 
an unpredictable outcome on some is 
sues. An~ General Synod already has . 
a reputation, admitted GEN for con 
founding easy predictions. ' 

The traditionalist Archdeacon of York 
George Austin: out of the Synod for th~ 
first time in 25 years. 

The CatlioHc Group had 170 seats in the last Syncd, a,third of 
the whole. Due to expected drop-ciffs from the admission of 
women priests. somewhat fewer Anglo-Catholics-155-stocd 
this lime, but far fewer than that-70-were elected: Catholics 
now comprise just 19 percent of '.he Syncd. Among those not 
returned for the first time in 25 years was the chairman of the 
Catholic Group in the last Syncd, Archdeacon George Austin of 
York. who was passed over by the bishop when Austin and his 
two fellow archdeacons could not agree on who should represent 
them in the Synod. Austin's ouster caused controversy. though 
the archdeacon bowed out gracefully. But this means Austin also 
loses his role on the Crown Appointments Commission and the 
Synod's Standing Committee. 

CEN's poll round a strong majority of newly electec.mernoers 
oppose the ordination of practicing homosexuals. but a "larger 
than expected" 18 percent are in favor. and 17 percent unde 
cided. The Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement (LGCM) is 
claiming it now has support from a quarter of tr-e General Synod; 
though one report saw few gains for LGCM, the group fielded 40 
candidates, many ol whom did not declare their orientation. A 
total of 17 percent ol Synod members represent the new liberal 
'Affirming Catholics .. who support women's ordination. and who 
share some. overlap with gay activists in the church. 

In addition, a total of 57 percentof CEN's survey respondents 
said political and social issues shoulo be high on the Synod's 
agenda. 

This uncertain alchemy will be brought to bear on some pivotal 
issues-not only the family report; but the Turnbull Peport's 
proposals for sweeping structural and operational changes in the 
C of E, and other matters related to the church's financial woes. 
This Synod is also due to adopt liturgy to succeed the Alternative 
Service Book, and will'lil<.ely be laced with another move ior lay 
presidency, ard other questions relating to lay ministry. It may, 
however, avoic one hot-button issue: the proposal to abolish the 
clergy freehold has been shelved for now due lo lack of a dear 
consensus for change. 

Japan Next For Women Priests? 
A report to a recent meeting of traditional Anglicanbishops in 

Lon~on noted that strong support is emerging among,Japar:iese 
Anglicans for legislation to allow women priests. which may come 
before the church ·s General Synod in 1998. 

A representative of the Association for the Apostolic Ministry 
{MM) in Japan told the Third International Bishcps' Conierence 
on Faith and Order (noted in lhe last issue) that a recent "influx 
of feminist theology" has changed a 20-year atmosphere of 
un~oncern among Japanese Anglicans about the women's ordi 
nation question. 
. ~he Rev. E.K. Kinoshita said a majority of the clergy and laity 
~ ~: 60,~00-member Holy Catholic Church in Japan (Nippon 
ei ° Kai, NSKK) now iavors women priests, though the church f urrently has only six female deacons seeking such ordination. 
n the House of Bishops three of !be eleven diocesans are 
~hPPosed, four are in fa:or and roui have not yet .declared 
ernselves. 

s· "From 1996 on the bishops will retire one by one, in succes 
.,~~: ~d we have to elect a new one ev~ry year," Kinoshita said. 
th . ~lance or the House of Bishops may be changed due 10 
e inchnatio f Me . ns ~ these new oisbops." . 

ce anwhile, his report indicated that if a consensus ol die- 
th!i!t0 sho~n t? support women, pri~sls at ihe 1996 synod, 
·98 tual legislation for women priests will be presented·to the 

synod. 

Kinoshita believes pivotal roles in advocating the departure 
from historic holy order among NSKK clergy have been played 
by two figures, Bishop John Takeda oi Tokyo, previously principal 
of the Central Theological College: and a former professor or the 
same school, the Rev. David Isukada. president ol Rikkyo 
University. He said thatTakeda, in contravention ot church rules, 
concelebrated the Eucharist with: Massachusetts Suttragan 
Bishop Barbara Harris live years ago at the Central .College 
chapel. "The bishop's excuse was that the chapel..was an 
extra-pro•,incial territory and as such is.not subject to the cancni 
cal regulations of the NSKK. Since then several woman priests 
lrom [the U.S. Episcopal Church! have celebrated the Eucharist 
in sorne of the churches in the Diocese oi'Tokyo, disregarding 
canonical regulations." he said. 
'Those who favor women priests also desire to change th.a 

whole structure ol the orthodox and apostolic church." based on 
severnl notions. including that "God Himself changes." or 
changes in.histor1, Kinoshita reported. 

The Japanese branch of AAM (based on an Enqlish organiza 
tion of the same name) was inat:gurated in 1992. andsince ihen 
has been ·putting out papers for [its] cause," to which.rivals have 
published papers in reply. In addition to three diocesan bishops. 
AAM-Japan is supported by five-retired bisneps, 52,priests and 
some 50 laypeople. Given the cur.rent trends in NSKK thoug,h. it 
appears that the gr.oup 1s golng•to have a battle on its hands over 
the next few years. 
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SIR DAVID; The 
newly appointed 
Archbishop of York. 
the traditionalist Dr. 
David Hope, went to 
Buckingham Palace 
In late October to pay 
the customary hom 
age to the Queen. 
and came away "the 
most surprised 
knight in England," 
wrote C/1urch Times. 
Just before being re 
ceived by the Queen, 
her private secretary 
told Hope, the outgo 
ing Bishop of Lon 
don. that he was 
about to be Invested 
with the insignia of a 
Knight Commander 
of the Royal Victoria 
Order. "I could have 
tallen through the 
Itcor," Hope later 
said. Previous Bish· 
ops of London have 
been knighted, but 
not until they retired. 
"Otticially," said the 
story, "Dr. Hope was 
knighted for his 
services as Dean of 
the Chapels Royal, )or his governance of the clergy, singers and 
vestry officers appointed to serve the spiritual needs of the sover 
eign of St. Jarnes's Palace, Hampton Court, and the Tower of Lon 
don. But 1_t 1s thought that_ the~e were some unotticial reasons, too: 
his ha_ndlmg of ditficult situations during the last four tumultuous 
years m London." Primarily, this includes his "London Plan" which 
be_came the model for maintaining two "inteqrities" on' women 
pr!es_ts throughout the Church of England. Hope also set out a 
mrssion strategy for the capital and appointed a commission to look 
at the future of its downtown churches. And in March this h 
tackled an implied_threat of "outing" by the gay group ~ut~=~~ be 
openly declaring his sexual ambiguity and total celibacy. The Arc:. 
bishop ol Canterbury ottered Hope his congratulations for "a very 
well deserved honour." 

-· ----- . \~ 
·' 

ECUSA TREASURER Continued from Page 13 

chaired the sear_ch committee, said Duggan has "exactl 
the kind of experience at senior corporate levels both h y 
and abroad, that our church needs." She also n~ted durf~e 
the mtervlew process that even though nis c . g A d ' areer was with 
n ersen, the church's new independent auditors h "d'd 

not come to the committee's attention by way of °ih e f 1 

and has taken all steps to avoid actual or app t e ."m 
ol interest." aren conflicts 

To establish Duggan in the two concurre 1 . 
lill, he was first elected by the Executive Con ro.:es he will 
urer ot the Domestic and Foreign Mission unc. ~s treas 
church's corporate entity, and then appoint!d bsoiiet~, ~he 
Bishop Edmond Browning and Ch· . Y residing inms as trea 
General Convention. He began work November 

1 
.surer of 

Recovery Efforts Gain 
A civil suit liled by ECUSA in the Su . 

District ol Columbia October 30 lays clai~~no; Court of the 
in a Washington bank account held by f O 60.000 found 
urer Ellen Cooke and her husband. orrner church treas- 

The church also filed a civil suit in the U.S District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia to recover the remaining 
balance of what was stolen. 

Efforts toward recouping the $2.2 million embezzled took 
a big step forward when ECUSA learned recently that it will 
receive the full $1 million bond from the company that 
insured the church against such theft. In addition, ECUSA 
will retain the proceeds from the sale of two properties 
surrendered by the Cookes. One, the couple's former New 
Jersey home, netted about $280.000. Their Virginia farm is 
still on the market for $850,000, but carried a mortgage of 
about $387,000 at the time it was conveyed to the church. 

But the district court suit refers to an April statement by 
Mrs. Cooke that she desires "to accept full responsibility for 
any inappropriate use of funds, to make full and complete 
restitution to the church ... " According to ENS, the suit says 
that, aside from the two properties turned over to ECUSA, 
she "has failed to repay the church any further amounts in 
order to make full restitution, as prom ised." 

The church has refrained from filing civil suits until now, 
preferring to wait on the federal criminal prosecution of 
Cooke that is still under way. "Until recently," Browning said, 
''we had not been able to locate any (additional) assets and 
it made more sense to await completion of the criminal 
proceedings." 

But the bank notified the church of the $60,000 account 
under a release signed by the Cookes last winter. Since 
ECUSAhad to sue to attach that account, it seemed a good 
time to begin the broader civil action. according to Brown 
ing's chancellor, David Beers. The civil proceedings will not 
affect the process of bringing criminal charqes. 

The criminal action against Cooke, Browning recently 
told the Executive Council, has "dragged on longer than 
expected," but he stressed that ECUSA has "supplied the 
federal prosecutor in Newark, who is handling the grand 
jury proceedings, with a large amount of material." and is 
in constant contact with federal authorities. 

The ENS report said federal prosecutors appear to .be 
pursuing a plea agreement with the former treasurer, which 
a church center spokesman told TCC could be in return for 
full disclosure from Cooke about any and all assets she or 
the couple holds, which would speed the restitution proc 
ess. But reaching the agreement could take time as well. 

Browning said the "bottom line" is that the. church d?es 
yet know the outcome of the criminal charges against 
Cooke, or whether they will result in further restitution. to the 
church. 
'THEFT OF CHURCH FUNDS BY CHURCH EMPLOY 

EES Is ALSO AN INCREASING DILEMMA FOR THE u.sd 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, whose leaders have founrn 
that a total of at least $3.5 million has been pil_fered !r~he 
c~urch coffers in the last three years alone, chiefly a e 
d_iocesan or parish level. U.S. bishops have formed a sbur 
cial committee to study the rash of stealing, reports tty 
Sunday Vis'.tor. The Roman Church generally "runs a ~~e of 
tight operation," said Dean Hoge, a Catholic _umver! YBut 
America professor who has studied church finance.· nter 
Catholic officials say there is an urgent need for /?nan 
c~ecks and balances, as well as higl1er standards O 1 

cial accountability at all levels or the church. 
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"Positive" First Meeting Held 
On Church Pension Group Concerns 
While accountability issues temain. an Episcopal Church 

(ECUSA) Executive Council sub.committee and top man 
agernenl and trustees .o.t t~e .church Pen~ion: Group (CPG) 
had an "extremely pos1t1ve first, c~nsultat,on ,n: res.po!llse to 
widespread queslions recently raised about CPG s opera- 
tions and management. . 

Three council members, wh.o mer October- 2~ at, CPG s 
N . York offices with Pension Group President Alan 
Bl~~chard; four trustees.; tr.~ general counse!. Jobn Geer: 

d "'illiarn Schaar. chief l1nanc1al officer, lc1ler, repof!ted• 
~;at .. ~;any ol the questions which the ~.ommittee had were 
full answered and supported by data. ih eating was closed 10 the•press. But Blanchard said. 

he mno problem answeriog the ccmrnittee's questions 
Ile as. we 're responsible for a ton of, money and none or 
''b.ecause · · _ 

11 



it is ours." 
Among concerns (more fully described in the last issue) 

are: whether Pension Fund assets have been used to 
reduce losses in other CPG entities (such as the Church 
Life Insurance Corporation): large increases in salaries and 
overall expenses, including Blanchard's compensation and 
perquisities; the influence and involvement of CPG's 24- 
member board of trustees in decisionmaking and manage 
ment oversight; the wisdom of purchasing space at 445 
Fifth Avenue; the size of some clergy and survivor pen 
sions; and a 1994 moratorium on three quarters' assess 
ments on clergy. 

Here is the summary of responses on a few of those 
issues distributed through Episcopal News Service: 

Transfer of funds between affiliates: Blanchard ac 
knowledged that money from the Church Pension Fund has 
been "invested" in the Church Life Insurance Corporation, 
and Church Insurance Company, two of CPG's subsidiar 
ies. However, he said the money, including $10 million in 
1991 and $15 million in 1994 to Church Insurance, was not 
a transfer that depleted the pension fund but an investment 
that returns dividends and counts as pension fund assets. 

Blanchard's salary and perks: 'There's no question 
that the amount of money that I am paid .. is a sum .. that 
would appear huge to most ordained persons," Blanchard 
said. But he defended his $464,100 'cash compensation· 
on the grounds that CPG needs to attract high caliber 
managers that otherwise would go to the private sector. He 
said he made much more in a previous post as vice presi 
dent of Goldman Sachs & Co. Despite accusations that he 
regularly uses limousines, he said he actually takes taxis 
to work and radio-dispatched cars home if he works late. 
Radio cars are also used to transport board members 
during meetings. But he admitted he was "shocked" to see 
how high the bill for such service was, saying "it was too 
damn much" and ·will be a lot less next year." 

On the board: Regarding an accusation that decision 
making processes sometimes excluded most board mem 
bers, and that "the CEO has created a group of puppets," 
a small "kitchen cabinet" or trustees, the response (appar 
ently from Blanchard) was that: "There is no question 
similarly !hat there is frustration on the part of the 
board .. that they don't have time to deal with complex is 
sues .. .We're in five different businesses, each highly regu 
lated .. (Butj the suggestion they would be a rubber stamp 
tor anyone is extremely inappropriate." 

The second phase of the dialogue is slated to take place 
January 18, when the Executive Council committee will 
meet with the CPG board. Committee member Timothy 
Wiltlinger said the group will address systemic issues that 
he believes are the most importanl concerns. 

"I still don't think we have addressed the issue of account 
ability,'' Wittlinger said, "and a lot of people believe three 
should be some accountability beyond the board of the 
pension fund." which is elected by General Convention. Final 
recommendations may include proposed resolutions to the 
convention on the relationship of CPG to lhe wider church. 
'There seams to be a growing rift between the mission 
priorities of the Church Pension Group and the mission 
priorities of General Convention," Wittlinger commenled. 

Sydney Defers Controversial 
Lay Presidency Proposal 

The Sydney Anglican diocesan synod has voted Jo def~r 
until next year the third reading of its controver~1al ordi 
nance to allow laypeople to preside at the eucharlst. 

While it is not clear that the Archbishop of Sydney, Harry 
Goodhew, would provide the necessary ratification of the 
measure if it was passed, the proposal, by a stronqly 
Evangelical jurisdiction firmly opposed to women pnest~. 
had alarmed many in the Anglican Church of Australia 
(ACA) and beyond-including women who three years ago 
won the right to become priests in the ACA. So the post 
ponement move caused a collective sigh of '.elief_ 

In calling for the matter to be deferred until 1996, synod 
member Dr. John Woodhouse, rector of Christ Church, St. l~es, 

said that cogent arguments quest1~n 
ing the status oi any kind of lay min 
istry had been advanced by the Arch 
bishop of Perth, Peter Carnley, and 
the former Archbishop of Sydney, 
Donald Robinson, and that these ar 
guments should be considered over 
the next 12 months. Woodhouse said 
that "18 years to get to this poi~t has 
been a long time, but 19 years 1s not 
much longer." He affirmed that the 
issue needed to be addressed be 
cause ~it has to do with recognizing 
that the prohibition that is per_c~iv~d 
to exist around this one activity 1~ 
church conveys to many people s_en 
ously false ideas about what ~ pnest 
is, and what the sacrament 1s. We 

cannot allow the situation to continue where lay persons ~r 
deacons who are qualified to preach the word of God. in 
church are under no circumstances ever qualified to admin 
ister the Lord's Supper." 

The synod also withdrew its request-unexpectedly 

i . I; 
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ARCHBISHOP G~OD 
HEW: Cautious about 
lay presidency 

C Of E "Rave" Community Continues; 
Founder's Link With Fox Doesn't 

Members of the Church of England's "Nine O'Clock Se_r.: 
ice" (NOS), the "rave" worship congregation whose ac!,v~; 
ties were shut down after sex abuse allegations again 
NOS' founder, the Rev. Chris Brain, have decided to car~ 
on as an Anglican community, though perhaps with som 
changes. 

r n The _announcement from the Sheffield cong_rega 10 d, 
which included a call tor Brain to resign his pnesth<:0 :, 

coincided ":'ith the priest's reportedly unpai~ "confes~:o~il 
to The Ma,/ on Sunday. In it Brain calls himself an e 'd 
bastard" and cites remorse for his actions, which he 53' 
involved "heavy petting" but not penetrative sex with some 
20 female congregants. 

A meeting of 120 NOS members decided that, as ~n 
interim measure, a team vicar on the Manor Estate in 
Sheffield and two women priests would tak_e o_ver tile paesd 
toral care of the community. A church council will be elect 
to decide in what form services are to continue. 
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passed in March on the motion of a high church minority 
for the ACA's Appellate Tribunal to rule on whether lay 
p:esidency is consistent with the church's constitution. 
While there was some indication that the withdrawal re 
f½1cted Evangelical hopes that the Tribunal would thus drop 
the subject, that body's deliberations on it have already 
begun. and may go forward anyway. A large number of 
dioceses opposed to lay presidency have petitioned to be 
heard on the subject and the final decision will be in the 
hands of Auslralian Primate Keiih Rayner. For his part. 
Woodhouse reportedly said thal the Tribunal's decision 
would be helpful to the diocese in forming its opinions on 
the issue. 

Sources: Episcopal News Service, Church Times, The 
Church of England Newspaper 

Australian Contlnuers Respond 
To Growth W~th Plans For 

First School And New Bishops 
The National Synod of the Anglican Catholic Church in 

Australia (ACCA), meeting in September at the saerad 
Heart Monastery in Croydon, took steps toward pro~ding 
~or a _successor to its head bishop, Albert Haley, and ,the 
PP01ntment of two other assistant bishops . 
. Under new a canonical amendment just approved, 

~ishop Haley announced his intention to request that the 
-Ynod elect a coadjutor bishop for the ACCA, reported. The 
~-:es~enger. The synod began the selection process for the 

ad1utor, who would ultimately succeed Haley, and tlile 
candidate elected must be ratified by the College of Brsh 
f:,s of _the Traditional Anglican Communion {~AC)_, the 
b iernat,onal group of Continuing Churches to which ACCA 

1 elongs. Haley is over 70, but church authorities have so ar refused to accept his resignation and he says he will! 
serve in h · ' h · abl w atever role the. cbureh desires so. long as e Is _e. 

Responding to. a request for 01her bishops, Bishop Haley 

Meanwhil th · bl e, e Brain/NOS episode has not only been a severe 
ow to the "r " It· ct·1a rock ave movement which features mu i-rne . , ·style ' 

Brain's r ~asses geared to attract young people, but to 
priest M;~son with ousted Dominican-tur~ed-Epi_sco~a.! 
Writings h ~ew Fox, whose new age "creation spintuahty 
ra•1e wo ~- pe~ shaped NOS. Fox gave America a taste of 
Francis~ 'P with a "Planetary Mass" in Grace Cathedral, San 
Brain had' tter he c~me to the Episcopal Shu(.ch, in ~994. 
cornrnunity ~e~ working with Fox on possibly developing a 

Fox has rnilar to NOS in Oakland California. 
st now d' · . aternent i 1s tanced himself from Brain m a strong 
ter for Crea

5
1?Uect from his London-based affiliate, the Cen 

and ion S · · - k d . Upser I P1ntuality. It said Fox is "deeply shoe - e V1h1 I,.,, o hea f . . " 1 c, 1 is "a . r O Brain's "alleged abuse of his position, 
~r. /:for) 3~ antithesis of all that Matthew Fox has worked 
t~

1
flhJality thYears. as a Christian priest and a Creati?.n 

a ... at Chris 8 °?logian." It added that Fox feels "great relief 
·•Y Pr · rain ha b • "b for.e 
S 

0Jects · s een exposed " particularly e · ou 1nvoIv· ' · s" mun· rces: Ch ing Brain could develop in the U. · 
'
0n News irch_ Times. Episcopal Life. Anglican Com- 

erv1ce R 1. . . , e 1g1ous News Service 

BISHOP HALEY (righl) 
greets Brian Rowe, who 
brings valuable experi 
ence to his new role 115 
headmaster of the 
ACCA's first school, St. 
Stephen's College, 
which to start up in the 
new year. Localed al 
Coomera on Queens 
land's Gold Coast, the 
school will begin serv 
ing students from pre 
school to year six, but 
will gradually be ex 
panded to serve a II 
grades through year 12. 
Photo courtesy of The 
/Wessen[W 
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also said he would nominate two priests fort~~ episcopate 
after the coacjutor is confirmed. They would 1am one other 
ACCA Assistant Bishop, Dennis Hodge. . . 

In other business. the synod also passed. res?lut1ons 
condemnin both abortion and euthanasia. Leg1slat1on per 
milting volu~tary euthanasia-for the terrnin_ally ill has already 
been passed by Australia's Northern Terntory government, 
although: it may not bE;_ imple~e~t~:1;! ~~t:!a~~~n:~'Z 
months, according to ccumemca or lerritories are due to 
least two other Australian stales . . h ACCA the 

. . 1 · 1 tion In acd1t1on lo t e , 
consider sirnuar egis_ 3. h "official' Anglican: Church of 
Dioces~ of Sydney w1:in~o:es lo allow euthanasia, deem 
Australia has also scar h f th" Sixth Commandment. 
ing such pr_actrce a ~~~~s ~cki;g•toward the opening,next 

Mean~1h1l_e, the A v hen's College at Coomera 
year of its first ~chool. 5~· St~P The institution will initially 
on Queensland s_ Gold re~:;h-ool to year six. Additional 
serve stud~nts ir.od~ p dded until year 12 is reached·and 
grades will oe st_ea I Y a . um apcroved figure ot 910. 
enrollments atta,n_the matm· e traditional values, virtues 

"The College will amp 8515 . · ..... ent" reported . . . • Chnsltan environ,., , 
and discipline ma canng in all fields will be. ancour- 
The Messenger. "Exc~llence the indi..,idual skills of each 

· h oncentrauon on . · ry aged, wII c - and literacy in the pnrnar 
student, and .. on -numeracy 
grades." aster was Brian Rowe, who has 

Appointed a~ headm head ot the Junior School at Som 
"years of experience as_ I excellence amongst schools 
erset College,~ reputa~~~n~ar~ersonal sk_ills, and a stron~ 
in the region, h1gh,ly tu,:1..., id College Chairman Lex. Bell. 
Chris'ian con•11chon, sa k Brother Cuthbert OSA. has 
ACC;'.s first pwressed mon . at the school, cour.tesy of ns 

. n able to set up the Pno~ lain to the school. . 
bee d nd will be part nrne (;hap rchase 11, acres of land. 
boar , a e has contracted !o ~u moval tc·the site. to 

The colleg -11 be bought ror re , I church on cnurch w1 d as a toca 
A country . ·tial scnool chapel a'.1. n free use of some 
acl as the rru ·allege has been 91

'
1
~ to accommodate 

Sundays. !l1e ~ear the site it is bUY'~,g~ college will move 
brick bu1ld1ngs he first year. Alter tha~tcn its land. The site 
the school for ~Uildings to be_ er~cte which St. Stephen·s 
to permanent .. ·c plaing 11e1as to h re has been great 
d. ins some civi 5 Already. 1 e . 

a 10 . ·11 have acces . al community.. 
student~ w1 . school, by the loc - 
interest in tt,e 
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ACC: Things Are Looking Up 
The Anglican Catholic Church {ACC) posted a 19 percent 

membership gain during 1994, largely due lo significant 
growth in the United Kingdom and Latin America, reports 
The Trinitarian. 
According to statistics compiled by the Continuing Church 

body's provincial secretary, Lt. Col. Charles E. Morris, the 
ACC had a total membership of 8,414 at the end of 1994, 
up from the '93 year-end figure of 7,172. The '94 statistics 
also showed a 15 percent gain in clergy, to a total of 221, 
and an 11 percent gain in parishes and missions, to a total 
of 174. 

Primarily responsible for the upswing was the Diocese 
of the United Kingdom (formerly the ACC's Missionary 
Diocese of England and Wales), shepherded by Bishop 
Leslie Hamlett, which reported a remarkable 34.9 percent 
growth rate. The Missionary Diocese of 
New Granada, formed in early 1994 and .. _ 
led by Bishop Victor Manuel Cruz- ► . 
Blanco, reported a total membership of 
1,041. 
Overall tithing also inched upward 

from $25,666 to $26,250 in 1994. 
While growth was generally slower in 

BISHOP LESLIE HAMLETT leads the Acc·s 
fastest growing branch, the Diocese of the 
United Kingdom. 

the U.S., with some dioceses experiencing membership 
losses, other dioceses reported considerable gains: Pacific 
Southwest (14.5 percent), Holy Trinity (14.1 percent), New 
Orleans (10. 7 percent) and South (7 percent). 

*PERHAPS LESS FELICITOUS FOR ACC MEMBERS 
was news that the church's Holyrood Seminary has no full 
lime residential students for the 1995-96 term, though at least 
three or four men are expected the following year. The Trini 
tarian said this is because of new requirements that students 
complete preliminary courses in Scripture and church history 
before beginning their residential year at !he Liberty, New York 
facility. Some 15 men are taking those courses, Holyrood's 
dean, the Rt. Rev. Brother John-Charles, F.0.0.C., told the 
seminary's Board of Governors at its August meeting. The 
board voted lo add a third preliminary course, systematic 
theology, to be developed by the Rev. Canon David Gregson 
of Holyrood's faculty. The dean added that a number of 
postulants, mostly midlife vocations, cannot afford a full aca 
demic year at the seminary, and suggested that they be 
allowed to attend for three- to six-month periods spread over 
two to four years; various extension programs also were 
discussed. The story noted, however, that there will be some 
seminarians at Holyrood for part of the time during this aca 
demic year, and that the institution plans to host retreats and 
seminars. In related news, Brother John-Charles. diagnosed 
with prostate cancer last year, now reports that the prognosis 
for recovery is hopeful, and thanked church members for their 
prayers and cards. 

Synod Of Remaining ACA-DEUS 
Tends To Business, Offers 
"Hand Of Reconciliation" 

Delegates gathered at Charlottesville, Virginia, for a busi 
ness synod of the Anglican Church in America's (ACA) 
eastern diocese November 2-3 gave largely straightforward 
attention to their agenda, evincing regret over. but few 
recriminations against, a sizeable portion of the diocese 
which recently withdrew in a dispute over authority. 

The one official action of the synod which did address the 
break offered "a hand of reconciliation and friendship" to any 
individual clergy, laity or parishes that wished to return to the 
ACA fold. There also was a strong resolve among those 
present not to engage in further mailings on the conflict. 

This was a change from an original proposal to pursue 
negotiations with the now-separate group, which, as one 
delegate put it. was "about nine months too late." It was 
thought that feelings were still too high, and events too 
recent, for such an approach to bear fruit right now. 

It was only in fate September thal delegates representing 
over half the parishes in the ACA's Diocese of the Eastern 
United States (DEUS) met in Charlotte, North Carolina, to 
elect their former suffragan bishop, Walter Grundon, as 
diocesan. to fill the post abruptly vacated by Anthony Clavier 
early this year. 
ACA bishops deemed that action the breaking point of 

conflict tllat had arisen over the handling of various matters 
(detailed in the last issue) by DEUS' standing committee, 
which became the ecclesiastical authority in the absence of 
a diocesan. The clash had led to a demand by ACA bishops 
that the election synod be postponed until next year to allow 

time for order and calm to be restored to the diocese. and a 
declaration by the Executive Council that the House of 
Bishops had supplanted the standing committee as DEUS' 
authority. The committee rejected church leaders' accusa 
tions and directives, proceeding with the Charlotte synod 
that elected Grundon; that synod also moved to retain 
essentially the same name under which the diocese had 
been operating previously, since delegates held that it was 
not they but ACA officials who had declared their actions as 
constituting a separation. Grundon was installed as episco 
pal leader of the alter-DEUS November 11; the body has two 
other bishops_, Suffragan Bishop Norman Stewart of Virginia, 
and the ACA s f?rrner Bishop or Latin America, Raymond 
Hanlan, who resides in Florida. 

The Charlottesville synod was convened under the lead 
ership of ACA's primate, the Most Rev. Louis Falk, who 
spoke of the need lo die to ourselves and to selfishness and 
to be a part_ o! the whole; to. turn away from individu~lisn, 
and parochialism and to reach out to the world as the 
Church. · 

A_mong actio~s taken by the Virginia synod were those 
setting an election tor a d. . . . . . . new rocesan 1n conjunction with ACA s National Synod · 0 . 
that Falk rovide . rn ctobe~ ne~t year, and request!ng 
a budgei of $41°~~i.opal o_vers1ght in.the interim; acoptmo 
response to the r . , making canonic;al amendments in 
committee conse~ent dispute; and electing a new standing 
Runge and Ken 

1t~~;y;0::;\A Louis Campese. Siegf'.ied 
Greg Garris of Florid eg Holt of South Carolina, 
both of Virginia. a, Ellen KennEldy and Ian McGregor. 

Of the original 32 parishe . 
remained with the ACA · s. 111 DEUS. 11 have so far 
have not yet declared h-recognrzed diocese; four parishes 

t ernselves 
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Life Jon . 
Mag An~llcan, Poet And Musician1 

Mar _ ry Sims Elliott, Dies At 1:05 
ti Y Sirns Rick · 
. onar Anglican ard _Hourdequin Elliott-dev.oted tra'dir 
Ill Afh ens Ge 'P?et. writer, and musician-died Oetebsr 19 
Born in 's or~ra, at the age of 105. 

Pra umm,t Ne J ai Yer Book Soc·' f w ersey, Mrs. Elliott was active in the 

0 
e Cr-=:1nrnerian ,;~ Y for a n~rnber of years, lighting tor both, 

'ill Chr1 stian themeurgy and its theology. Her poetry, lar:gely 
~ 43~- She studi d s· ranges trom the profound to the whim 
service sand e organ and piano, and played for churoh 
;ay; s; he evi~o~-~s, also composing some music along-the 
a~~~ay School cl I some painting. And she taught many 

ditro,-, to raisi ass_eS, for children and adults. This was ifil 
Ch Mrs. Elliott·s ni ~~•1d:en, and other types of civic service. 

70
~e~u I ness com: usrasrn _for life and natural Chrisli_an 

ontoJ ec3rs, unde -through in her autobiography, My First 
bookfog Y Center ;;ttten by the University of Georgia Ger· 
Son ets, includi~ ; has also authored four other books•or 
1e11e~f. c,f Lite an~ ;:eak, Lord, a book of verse and prayer, 
a riun,~l'l g her interes ,ove, an?,_ L~nd of My Fathers: :ride, 
She er of Years t and act1v1ty in conser.vative poht,cs for 

l '-"'a · f:NG8 · s an av·d 
Spondec:1 since it be I a r~ader of THE CHRISTIAN CHAL- 
its foun _ (even in g n in the 1960s and frequently c0rre 
addres ... c:f I rig edito;eient years) with its editors, most notabfy 

"I ha;~ d her as · .. 
0 
orothy Allen Faber, who always fondly 

[
quesuo Old Datt· earest Mary Sims" 
of I n s) f ie Fab . d f hose 

1 
. 011ow th er I would (in the church's trouble 

~or I kna Inked to the lead of the traditional ideas and advice 
u~0biogr '\.IV they w e CHALLENGE], in eventual decisions, 

Vhen s ~hy. ould be right," Mrs. Elliott said in her 
e cam . e to Jj11p .. · · ·1 ·n · - -'Ith~,:•· :i:\::i :O"l ,rnjh15 WI e I 1 

~thens at the age of 97, she was enlhusias!ically_received 
into St. Stephen's Anglican Calholic Church, led:by lhe Rev. 
Mark D. Haverland. There, Mr parish qathersd 'round her 
in May of 1990 lo celebrate her 100th birthday, with a 
reception preceded by Evensong. 

" .. I have en;oyed the happiest of welcomes in·[Fr. Haverlancfs] 
congregation ... They are wonderful, outgoing people," she 
once said, noting that they saw to it that she got lo church 
twice a week. "Somebody always comes to take me. It's 
such a marvelous thing to have happen to somebody who 
is very old. It opens up a new chapter: in life: 

A reporter who carne to interview Mrs. Elliott when she 
was 10 I found her intellect ·'sharper than a machete and1/ler 
memory elephantine. She recalls dales, nuances of the past 
and is given to reciting Robert Louis Stevenson and lewis 
Carroll passages she learned in childhood." Asked if she 
ever gol bored, Mrs. Elliott answered: 'No. Impossible! 

"The foundation of everything, I guess. is my lo•1e of God, 
and all the people he's made: she said. "I love people. I 
have a happy: nafure. And-I've been accompanied'.by.·music 
all my life." 

Mrs. Elliott's survivors include two. sons, Richard P. 
Hourdequin orAth'ensi and Robert A. Hourdequir,.of·Solvang, 
California. 

A requiem service was held:.at St. Stephen's Oc:tol:ier 24, 
with Fr.· Haverland: officiating, 

On.e of Mrs. Elliott'spaemsappears on the editorial page. 
· Ed~ 

Roman Fortification 
Buffeted By Uprisimgs 

Reform A1ovement Gains In Europe 
No good deed goes unpunished, the saying·goes. and 

despite the Roman Catholic hierarchy's stalwart defense of 
order and doclrine, the churctr seems· t0 have no: lack of 
members who demur these days, and not just (as iti some 
times appears) in rtie United States. 

The priestly celibacy rule may be taking center, stage as 
the issue of the day for the Roman Church-and not only 
because some married Anglican clergy are being allowed 
reordination as Caihotic priests. To the chagrin of the wider 
leadership, a small but growing nurnbe~ ~~ prelates ~re 
starting to speak publicly about the possrb1lrty ~t rel~Xll1Q 
the celibacy rule. with some· citing the dr~p m pnestly 
vocations and·clergy sex scandals that have discredited the 
church in Europe and the U.S. . . 

The celibacy discipline, howe•,er. has become [usf one. 
. g s::-•;eral in a new rebellion arnonq mostly lay 
,ssue amon ~ · . t b 
Catholics thal started in Auslna, and now seems o e 

. th ough o1her parts of Europe. 
sweeping . r ·-We Are the Church· petition drive in June 

An AuSlrlan u or: of five rimes as many Austrian 
this ye_a, 1"01~ the 5 ~~er~ had. frrst ltoped, and has led' to 
Catholics ~s rts !u~~onw,de forum to cor.tinue aclivity. The 
tile lormal10n °1" na d. ·al reform i(l the church: optional 
pe!ition calls f~r ra Jt.:~ual rights in !he church for women, 
celibacy of the 1,;~ergy, e 

1
:naticn: co-responsibility of clergy 

including acces::, tot\: Ie and reccgn111on of the people's 
and faity in the ~hurc !i~c ·,heir bishop: deeper. apprecia 
right 10 a voice in ch001 e::>xuality and separate considera- 

f th goodness O s d b r· t1on o. e . of birth control an a or ,or1. 
lion of the questions conufluad o11 r.e->.t page. nghr tXJlumn 
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ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS: 
*ONE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND'S MOST SEN 

IOR EVANGELICALS IS TO RETIRE next August. In an 
nouncing his departure a few months after his 65th birthday, 
the Rt. Rev. Michael Bauqhen, who has been Bishop of 
Chester since 1982. warned that the church would split 
disastrously if ii allowed active homosexuals lo become 
priests. - The Church of England Newspaper/Church Times 

•AFTER A LAPSE OF SOME 65 YEARS, ANGLICANS 
AGAIN HAVE A CHAPLAINCY IN WARSAW, POLAND, 
serving the Anglican community there-mos! of them British 
and American diplomats and business people and their 
families. David Williams. 62. who has been a parish priest 
in Wales. was installed by the Anglican Bishop of Europe, 
John Hind. as head of the chaplaincy at an October 1 service 
at one of Warsaw's two British schools. Up to 60 Anglicans 
are expected to attend Sunday services, said the chap 
laincy's warden, Jane Griffin. adding that priorities were 
finding a church building and publicizing the chaplaincy's 
work. as well as creating contacts with Anglican groups in 
neighboring countries. However. Williams and Griffin indi 
cated the chaplaincy will be aimed at serving Anglicans and 
not proselytizing among Poland's majority Roman Catholic 
community. The Warsaw chaplaincy is the seventh perma 
nent Anglican presence in Eastern Europe. and is expected 
to form part of a regional archdeaconry stretching from the 
Baltic to Turkey under a planned reorganization. - Ecumeni 
cal News International 

*FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 15 YEARS, THE BOOK OF 
COMMON PRAYER IS TO BE USED IN REGULAR WOR 
SHIP in the cathedral of the generally modernist Diocese of 
Southwark (south London). Though it will be limited to one 
Sunday evening a month. the reintroduced Prayer Book 
Holy Communion service will be a "full liturgy, complete with 
choir. candles and incense." Southwark was one of the first 
cathedrals in the country to adopt experimental forms of 
worship in the 1970s, which helped spur the contemporary 
Alternative Service Book, regularly used in the cathedral 
since 1980. The provost and Council see provision of a 
Prayer Book service as part of an inclusive approach that 
will likely prompt other types of services. such as those 
'eaturing .. jazz. folk, and pop" music. - The Church of Eng 
.eoa Newspaper 

•THE DECADE OF EVANGELISM IS PRODUCING 
ROUGHLY ONE NEW ANGLICAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM EVERY TWO WEEKS. But a recent 
, , ::itional church planting conference was not jumping for joy. It 
· ·:ems the vast majority of parishes are being planted in 
L ;l-and-coming middle class areas, rat Iler than needy, blighted 
, ,, ban areas. The Bishop of Durham. Michael Turnbull, chair 
', .an of the commission proposing changes in the Church of 
:.. · :gland·s structure and operations, said strategies must be 
~- ind to prevent misuse of resources. - Church Times 
•JT APPEARS THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND MAY MOVE 

i) STRENGTHEN THE MINISTRY OF ITS 8,000 LI 
."=- NSED LAY READERS, by giving them expanded roles 
, local ministry and special support to non-stipendiary 
,· '9Y- The Archbishop of Canterbury recently dropped a 
:: ad hint on the subject, commenting that: "Never before 
- there been such a need for an alert, godly, effeclive 

Continued on next page, right column 

UPRISINGS Continued from Page 21 
Over half a million Austrians (out of the country's some 

eight million residents. 87 percent of them identified as 
Catholic) have signed the petition. and signatures have 
been sent in from other countries and continents as well. 
The petition was distributed primarily through churches and 
rectories, except that, notably, the response rate was the 
highest in those dioceses where the bishop banned partici 
pation in the drive. An organizer said signatories include an 
estimated one-third of the Austrian Church's 3.000 clergy. 
Other groups have hopped on the bandwagon. with one 
gay group promoting its case for equal righls by purporting 
to "out" four senior bishops as homosexually-oriented, a 
claim each prelate denied. Meanwhile, more than 35,000 
disillusioned congregants have already left the Austrian 
Church in recent months. 

So how did such a strong movement start? 
In common with many other European countries, many 

members in Austria's Catholic Church have since the 1960s 
openly dissented from the church's teachings on several 
issues already mentioned, and, witllin the last few years, 
from the appointment by Rome of unpopular bishops. 

Recently, this dissatislaction gained a rallying point when 
several former seminarians publicly charged that in the 
1970s they had been sexually abused by Hans Groer-at 
the time one of their professors, but more recently Arch· 
bishop of Vienna and elevated to !he College of Cardinals 
by Pope John Paul II in 1988. Cardinal Groer's repeated 
refusal to respond to the charges, and the perception that 
the church did not forthrightly address the issue, infuriated 
many who were not appeased when Groer was called to 
Rome to meet with the Pope, the first sign that the arch 
bishop was on his way out. Groer is 76, a year past the age 
when prelates must submit their resignations to the Pope, 
but, as members of the College of Cardinals do not lose 
their right to vote in a papal conclave until their 80th 
birthday, the pontiff often defers acceptance of their resig 
nations. But the Pope accepted Greer's resignation Sep 
tember 14, while also speaking out against the "effort at 
destruction" of the Church in Austria. Archbishop Cristoph 
Schoenborn was named to succeed Gr.oer. 
The Austrian revolt, however, has now spread to Ger 

many, where another nationwide petition is being circulated 
by a second "We Are the Church" organization, formed in 
recent months from 450 separate Catholic groups. The 
movement follows a spate of disciplinary disputes within 
the German Church, and the release of an adult catechi.sm 
last year tha: left some Catholics chafing against the ban 
on divorced church members receiving communion, as well 
as traditional church teachings on contraception, homo 
sexuality and other questions. While church leaders warn 
that the protest could exacerbate church divisions, the 
petitioners say they expect support from ten percent bf 
Germany's 26 million Roman Catholics. 

Reportedly, Catholics in Slovenia are planning their own 
drive, modeled upon the Austrian effort; Swiss groups also 
are said to be discussing a similar initiative. Copies of the 
Austrian petilion reached Canada. the Netherlands, and 
even China lhrough the Vatican2 Internet Lisi, the official 
el_ectronic lorurn tor the progressive Association tor t~e 
Rights or Catholics in lhe Church. In the U.S., which has its 
own corps of vocal dissentients, the initiative has been 
noted by various secular newspapers, including The New 
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-.~':::7~ £~:.k Readers'm1·n· t "A .· ,,.,._.: · i·i;--,,.,/~~ 1s ry... recent Readerconferencefocusedon 
'/. . j • _. ·::,. ;>~. lha_t lhe~e, and a strategy conference planned for Warwick · :- \~ _ · ?:, -?J · University n~x_t year will conduct a ·root and branch' review 

... \.::>~j~ of Reader ministry. Some suspect t~e urgency to reappraise 
• .,., , and broaden Reader duties stems ,., part from the church's 

_. 

1 

... C _. . ( :":,;,. L., :~ !) recent _tin~ncial crisis; others see a further move to "pro" 
, . ,\' _ . , . ,; , .,__ ... , /9.~ tsstanuze the church. The Church of England Newspaper 
'Y-> • j'~- ~ j;-~_:;. ::..;'~ . .Ji! reported th~t_. whi_l_e t~e chu_rch --is mo•,ing gradually toward 

1 
7 a shared ministry, this Is "Still not recognized by many ofthe 

, ,,1 , clergy. who often feel mreateoec by the presence of a strong ( r ir, . layman Or woman, or who JU5i cannot accept lay ministry." 
"-. .' , *BISHOPS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

· ', ,. , . t I CHURCH IN DENMARK SAY THEY CAN'T SIGN THE 
\ · ! 1 ·. ..,; ' " PORVOO AGREEMENT because of insutticient support 

-..., from church members at this time. The Danish bishops, 
! l hOwever. said they will continue close contacts with the 

1
:. -~ 

1 
· other bodies in the alliance, and that Anglicans are welcome 

,,- . ·· . to worship in their churches. The agreement. establishing 
-;-~. : ~- ' . full communion among participating churches, has been 

~'- , , ·. , ~ ratified by the Anghcan Churches in England. scouans and 
-1 E: MJN u ·--J · ,l_. -· · -'-- -~ --- .. • Ireland, ar.d by the Lutheran Churches in Eslonia, Noriway 
! J:llNE O /5~ATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO THE AMERICAN PROTO- and $\'/eden. , The Christian News 
• •• \'Ii s con 

I 
R 'c,A Dy OF WA LS ING HAM at arace Church, Sheboy• •st R AN DREW LLOYD WEBBER HAS OONAl1ED ONE 

qth Dakot: ~ ctober 1.:1 drew pilgrims lrom all over-Texas, MILLION POUNDS FOR A FUND TO HELP MORE BRIT- 
.,..., more dist~ 

1
ew Je_rsey, Maryland and Virginia, to name a few of ISH CHURCHES REMAIN OPEN TO VISITORS FO.A 

ri. t their n Slartmg points-and at least tour religious orders . ' rne an d?"s:nta lives. Walsingham is England's major Marian LONGER PERIODS OF TIME_- The prominent_ composer 
~ how • s localed ,n !he county ol No,!olk. The u.s. piig,1m,ga, said he hopes that a combination ol new security devices 

n m the abo h f · I f B rt· • ' f'n t · \'la Is; n h . ve P oto, started with an outside p,oemlon ~ and friendly volunteers w,11 al ow some o r am s 1 es > • ,a"; e~ ~ m i'mage ( the only exact replica ct lhe EngliSh .,,,,. churches 10 stay open far visitors far mare than they can 
- ~d by th, ,\~~• Nashotah House semmanans,_ who were fol• ff d 10 today. While many s,ilish churches are now closeo 
-mn ,._., ass f , brass ensemble and sacred ministers. At the a or II I th r Webber said. he enjoyed visiting 

• r:.wed . 0 the Holy House of our Lady of Walsingham that- most or a o e_ une. ~ " 
1 11

; 
Ile,. •R~,shop Russell Jacobus of Fond du Lac <elebraled, .,,d churches du,ing his ch1ldl1aod. wh;n !hey .,e'.e a most a 
-,hed. ,:/""'· ,ect_o, of the Church ol the In'""'"'"• Dallas, o en. and wants others ta have Iha, opportunity. The Open 
" service st o(, !he p,lgnms ,etumed a tie, lunch m lh,afte,noon dhurches Trust will give gran!S jo extend the opening hou_,s 

=. ica 
1 0 

ff . of spnnkling (wilh Walsingham water). devoUo~, 118 h hes 01 special archilectural interest during a trial 
••r,an c e"'~t• and Solemn Pontifical Ben•diellon." N•"' feat 9 0 c "" . d Thev are in clusters al six. in< London, 

• r,er, as v11 feature Walsingham's administrator, the Rev. Ma~n three-year peP8 ·~, . . - .,~ ~,-, ,,-;1 of Eng/and Newspaper 
1 50th a :r~acher. And in 1997, Grace Church, in connection with Surroll,; :ind Lr1erpl,::tl · 

1 
/J" '-" u 1., 

J ish sh ~,versary celebrations, will sp!msor a pilgrimlig_e k> the 
nne Itself. 

n. 

t' 

.•/ ·t ,i ,.., ,:_ ' . .,.,,1 .,, 
1·-.,J 

. i ~ ,-. 
";' j .... . _,_ __ . 
/. 

,i 

--·, 

k Times 
'hile fe~ b 1· ·11 ctu·ce· r e ieve the Eurcpean campaign w1 pro · 

«··aenal change in the Roman Church-the Pope and 
- con · . . mo sistently reject any notion of the Church as a 

crac" I nbersh·Y -som~ church leaders warn of far afger, 
'JPean 'P losses if the church dess not wake up to 

th
e 

rir the· movement. . 
-~ ed to" Part, nearly all of the Austrian bishops have 

talk w·th · though of the I the petitioners' representa!lv~s, 
--3nt cr-isroungest Austrian bishops said he viewed 

th
~ 

r al Ie ndesn a_s a failure of the church to stamp out ultra 
~e s o-caic,es that sprang up after Vatican II. . that 
._, are diff led reformers say truth is not important, mer 

..,ay,,. saider~nt truths and we should love one anir the 
.Suppose 81s~op Andreas Laun of Salzbur~ (one ood 

LJS put th dly outed" bishops) "I say that IS not g . .. v e q . · · •d what we 
e in " p uest,ons on the table and deci e . • m" 

.I Id . eopj , cathol1c1S11• 
, be Pur · e who cannot follow ~rue . . that 
Ulness t Qed from the church he said, ass

00I09 
J · J o Ch · · · ' ·ontY ~ rces inc( nst's message must be the pri : News, 

1 
Nat ionaJ ~ded The Washington Post, Ch0

5
l;~eport. 

011C Her 
I 

atholic Reporter. Catholic wort 21 d , . 
· and otror .... :r.1·c6~ 

ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS: 
• E LOUIS EDWARD TRAYCIK MEM0RIAL LIB_R'A~Y 
TH b'. h d at Ail Saints· Charlottesv1lle, V!rg1ma, 

h been esta 1Is e · . . . as " . , ho layed a key role in the Continuing 
where Fr. Trayc,~0;~m t~e late i 970s onwa(d-was serving 
Church moveme died of an aneurism last February at age 
as cL'rale when_ he d 

5 
much of Traycik's own valuable col- 

47. _The library ,ncluc~ristianity and the Church. B~lore co_m 
IectIon of bO?ks on . .,h of the Ar.glican Church 1n Amsaca 
ing to All Saints. 3 ~,ar~~ed as ;1 ;JrosGcuti:19 attorney. and as 
(ACA). Trayc! had :·,0fl'\.') :-;-,:.1.a::NDE lor 'cur ye~irs. _and' 

ed
itor ol TH:::: CHR15,., .0 . ·r.· ;.,r ~Cf'1 pr;srkS. · Ecc/es,a 
• . ,· ·'"..'.lr;,:;f.J j'/;' l)l ,_. • 

c.i!er c'c!l!'lct ,or. :,.- . --- 
:.•' I 

ERAL INTEREST: OF GEN PRIVACY" FOR PAOSTITUlES?lt 
•R0£'S :·RIGHT T~ee to dispose of her unborn, child· 
oman ,s legally . • . e not iree 10 sell her body for sex? 

a w gh abortion, wnY is ::,~i b'' a woman calling1herself "Jane 
tl1r?u.

5 
the questioO po_s~t rh'e state oi Florida. Her- affidavit 

flllS I ·1 again~ · 
11 
.. in her suI: . n enter a woman.s w?mb to vac- 

F1°0 .• 
11 
an- abort1ontSl_ c~ vil\1 a casil' traos<)ctlon. from the 

a.skS- to its ctemise, ~ 
uurn afe.lLJS . 
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________________ .. 
female to the abortionist, and that is deemed a constitutional 
right, then how can a woman not have the right to use her 
own reproductive organs to give away sex or charge for it 
as she sees fit...?" Roe ll's lawyer says he developed the 
novel constitutional argument from a 1977 study co 
authored by a law professor named Ruth Bader Ginsburq= 
now a Supreme Court Justice-who argued that "prostitution, 
as a consensual act between adults, is arguably within th~ 
zone of privacy protected by recent cpnstitutional declsions," 
a reference to the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe v. 
Wade. - Our Sunday Visitor 
• A HARTFORD SEMINARY STUDY FOUND CLERGY 

DIVORCE AT THE SAME RATE AS THE GENERAL POPU 
LATION. One in four clergywoman's and one in five clergy 
man's marriage ends in divorce. The study found 'the most 
liberal churches had the highest divorce figures and the 
most conservative the lowest." - Christian News 

*TEN YEARS AFTER VOTERS REFUSED TO LEGAL 
IZE DIVORCE, THE IRISH GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED 
TO TRY AGAIN. The recent proposal was to go before the 
people in a national referendum November 24. This time 
observers were predicting success, suggesting that recent 
church sex scandals and less respect for tradition among 
the young will yield the margin of victory. The move even 
garnered the support of a maverick Dominican nun, Sister 
Margaret MacCurtain, who urged a yes vote for the referen 
dum on allowing Irish couples who have lived apart for four 
years the right to remarry. - The Washington Times 

*MEANWHILE, PUBLIC APOLOGIES FOR CHILD MO 
LESTATION BY PRIESTS were ottered in October by Cardi 
nal Cahal Daly on behalf of Ireland's Roman Catholic Church. 
Responding to accusations that the church failed to crack 
down on pedophilic priests, Daly said church leaders will now 

pe required to report clergy or other church officials to police 
'where there is reasonable cause to suspect that child sexual 
abuse may have occurred." More than half a dozen priests 
have appeared in courts in Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic recently on molestation charges. - Associated 
Press/The Washington Post/Ihe New York Times 
•THE BELLS OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES AND 

CHURCH HYMNS HAVE BEEN SILENCED IN A MALAY 
SIAN STATE CAPITAL, by order of fundamentalist Muslim 
government otticials. The new law in the city of Kota Baharu 
capital of Kelantan in Malaysia, also bans singing and 
dancing, even if connected with charity drives. cullural pres 
entations and concerts, as "contrary to religious beliefs." 
The Muslims, who gained control of the northeastern Malay 
sian state in 1990, condemn Christian festivals, including 
Christmas, as "unislamic or unholy." - Ecumenical News 
International 

*A "BENEDICTINE WHODUNIT": "Did a monk in a habit 
make oH with two dozen priceless 16th-century artworks and 
leave behind crude forgeries to keep authorities ott his :rail tor 
30 years?" So asks a recent story in Our Sunday Visitor, 
explaining that the Lambach Monastery in Austria discovered 
last year that 26 prints by the famous German Renaissance 
artist Albrecht Durer-worth $2.6 million-had been stolen 
from its library and replaced with forgeries. The monastery 
has a large collection of valuable art, manuscripts, books and 
musical compositions. The switch seems to have occurred in 
the 1960s, when the monastery transferred the prints from 
large volumes to cardboard frames so they could be exhibited 
and sold. The fake prints have evidently been exhibited twice 
without any Durer experts noticing. The man in charge of the 
transfer, Msgr. Emmerrnan Ritter, denies any knowledge of 
the switch. 
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A New Book by Frank Schaeffer 

LETTERS TO FA TUER ARISTOTLE 
A Journey through Contemporary American Orthodoxy 

* * * * * * 
Hardcover, 175 pages. S~~-95. Fore\\'ord by Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas, OCA 

'Though addressed lo a [ictional priest, f .cllers 10 h11hcr Aris1ollc could be . should be _ . - . . . 
and to every Orthodox believer Thi. colle ·t O r 1 . . . . and 1n fact 1s - addressed to me 

. . ~ c i n o etters ,~ a call lo wake up and smell the . , h k ff . . 
lethargy and face the posruve and ncga1ivc rcalilics of our lute 20th centu y Id h' h incense to s a e_o our 
subtly - are impactino the Church. These lc1tcrs dcrru nd : . . f r wor w ,c subtly - and on occasion, not so 

o a a response rorn me and from all of u r atone requires that we each promptly and thousluf 11 . .. s, or common courtesy 
e u Y answer our mall. Dear Frank " ff 1 8 .1 . , . Orthodox Archdiocese of North America, October 7, 1995 ··· isnop asu, Arniochian 

In Letters to Father Aristotle topics corer :1 wide ranee Tl fi d . 
and \Ves1ern Christianitv . The great danger facing 11 oc·,·· ,el b.U/I ainen/a/ difference be111•ee11 lite Orthodox Easl- 

. . 1e turc I ecause or the s· / .,. - - J 
operates 111 America - The problem or new modern I a 1 . 1 ecu ar c 1m111e 111 which The Chute 1 

. 'J r ns a11011s of the U1urg - Tl . . proposals W///1 the Roman Catholic Church. and mur] 1 Y ie que5l1011 of ecumenism and union 
' I. muc I more' 

Orders and checks payable to: Regina Orthodox l'ress PO 13 . """>08 , . 
' ox ··'= . Salisbury tvlA 01952 
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(Books And Tracts) 

-~railabl, ·n r · d . 
'·THE S1\Rui1m0Fi1~E,;~~:~: 
_ F (455 pages)» $25 + postage 

<'ruse with a T 1· · D .ft , ·. • ny rac itional Book or Common Prayer. 
fr-. \0ni

1
ains all the Office Hymns (plus the Mattins Hymn 

••.11 t 1e Nizht Offi . A . I S-- ,"J;rf. 1::1 1cc). ntip 1011s upon 1'vlo:;:11i{tcat and 
1-. .Heri~t's fro~ "The San1~1 Dirunal," with additi~nal 
:,, . from 'The Monastic Diurnal " "The Angil"""' 
::i l"e\'Ja , •· . , ,.,,., 

'"3 • other western ntes and more. 

- w_) \!JNG SO . FR (?N ( order ahead): 
. · PALMER FIRM IN FAITH'' 
~ ('Omp· I a· , 1 a on of some of his papers. $15 + postage 

· oi\·JPLETE CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 

A.C. CONVENT SOCIETY 
289 SPENCER ST. 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA 
KlY 2Rl 

- Elias School of Orthodox Theology 
.:-lcllenic Orthodox Diasporas Univ.ersity 

Residential and External Programs. 
Previously earned credits accepted. 

International Accreditation. 
Open to Non-OrthOdox. 

Earned Degrees in: B. Theol., Lie. Theol., DJ}., To,D! 
'" £1lact: St Elias School of0rlbodox Theology 

P.O. Box 22237, Lincoln, NE 68542-2237 
_ 4021475-6492 

;;..ized by the Holy Orthodox Synod for. Dia.spora and Hella.s 
~ndar)· d' d'. . ' ace re ired by the Universal Accre itrng 

.s- .s1on for Schools, Colleges and Univer-siti~. Athtns, Greece -~~~~~~~~~~~ 
in the ,t, . swamp of Anelican con1-as1on, 

there' · " d s one solid place to sum : 

The Rock 
.. L\J ~ly Journal for thinkinz Tracli11onahSLS 

C-Hv in ·t c- . ·) ~-a.ill 1 513thyec1randreadin13countne:o 00 Year's , h . . US $16. Su scnption send chc(IUC tor ' 
to 

I 0989 L • I . 1l1lsea Crescent, RR#4 
~aclvs . ·o ~-'\~llllh B.( '. Canada. VOR 2~, 
~~~- 

Perfect for Confirmation 
" ... graceful in style, absorbing in narrative, and1 

. balanced in conclusions .... certainly well: fitted! 
to many confirmation cliMru." 
- JUSTUS DOENECKE, Virginia Semina,y Jourrt_af 

" ... a welcomed volume, and a loving.gift to· stu- 
dents of the Episcopal Church." . 
. - ROBERT BRUCH MUU:JN, 

A.1glican and Epi5cbpaf History 

/~ie,(;~1s rory 
n rrscoPAL 
!J 
i:, Church 
~~ ;c, ~---1. 

; 

- 
n .\ ,,. ; D t Ii Ll r. ,',\ f. s 

- 

''Ev~Y~isi!~:::liJ;a;eoMl~;~ft~:d~~d:~~~~ 
copy:d I bte perspectives on our. tradition 
prov, es va ua · ,, and' wher~::~f; :~~EY,Maryiand Church·Ne.ws 

" •important guidepost to ho•,v ~nd.why .we 
. .. an . h we are now ... reqwred 
arriv~d at,,w ere _ PAMEL'-' P. CHINNiS; President. 
reading... f r.ieputies The Episcopal [hurch 

House a u • 

a es in lenath, this bopk is 
11 ••• though only 2_00 P. g 'aht an/style ... Order 

· formation, m51o tr long on in . h library right away. 
this one for the parlS (THE REV.) TRAVIS OU PRIEST 

"A masterpiece ... " HN BOOTY, Historiographer, 
- JO Th [pi,cop<1I Church c • 



•+++++++++++++++++++++++♦♦♦♦♦♦♦+++++++++ 
•+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
•+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ •+ +♦♦
•+ +++ 

H The Afterword m 
♦♦ +++ 
♦♦ ♦♦♦
•+ ♦♦♦-~! +♦♦
•+++++++++++++++++++♦♦♦♦++++++++++++++♦♦
♦++++++++++++++♦++++++++++++++++++♦♦+++♦
♦+♦+++++++++++++++++++♦+++++++++++++++++ 

ECUSA's Alter-World 
For some weeks or months now, and again in this issue, we have 

,_, ·n hearing an argument that always makes us feel like we've 
11,Jed in the Twilight Zone. or Alice ·s Wonderland (or. more aptly 
· this case. the ever-popular Malice in Blunderland). 
'{epcatedly. former Newark Assistant Bishop Waller Righter has 

J, imed that his 1990 ordination of a practicing homosexual was, 
•. anted in this issue. "within the authority granted him under the 
I, rrch \ canons and did not constitute a violation of the church's 
~- .irinc." 

· f that is the case-if it is already within the bounds of ECUSA's 
: uons and doctrine for a bishop 10 ordain an actively gay man-« 

. ;J, somebody please tell us why the past two General Conventions 
, . c been dominated by the question of whether or not the church 

. uoinc to sanction such ordinations. or same-sex unions? And 
J~- th~ presiding bishop. his supporters and the gay group lrucg 
,·. have been lobbying for years for official approval for both? h 
-~Ill~ LO us like a n~onumcntal waste of everybody's time to fight 
, something that one already has, and we can only presume that 

, ., means gay activists can stay home from the next General 
.overuion. 

ACA-DEUS 
We had the misfortune of watching the dispute leading to the 
: ak bet ween a good portion of the Diocese of the Eastern United 
:·te, !DEUS) and the wider Anglican Church in America (ACAJ 
:·old from the sidelines, Doubtless. we don ·1 know everything 

·• ,1 happened in this unduly complex affair-no one but God 
,-<:-.;-which i~ one reason there is endless but fruitless debate 
I, rut it. (The many missives on this feud had us wanting to shout 
; 1: "Read our lips: no new faxes!") So, what we say here is based 
the facts as we know them (outlined in our report la,t month, 

uh a follow-up in this issue). This is also the only comment we 
111 to make on the past chronology of this mailer, and is not an 
. itation to continue rehashing the recent past in [CC's letters 
.tion: others have already said enough on that. 
::iorne shakiness was inevitable as a result of the troubled void 

r> . ated in DEUS when Archbishop Clavier left, and we do not wish 
. Iiscount particular difficulties that may have obtained in that 
, next; nor do we question the need for upholding doctrine and 

· er. 
·3ut this break is a distressing throwback to a part of Continuing 
-urch history tJ1a1 those who joined in Ilic 1991 union at Deerfield 
· sch most of all were determined to put behind them: and it leaves 
,111y wondering why, considering the elements of this case, a 
"ach could not have been avoided. It is thus more distressing to 
-:, that it seems tu us that both "panics" lo the clash, more or less, 
J, iwed insufficient concern for maintaining the Occrficld union 
1 • .J the peace of the flock, instead contributing in some measure, 
1ul only sometimes inadvertently, lo the separation that ultimately 

resulted. . 
Collective causal factors appeared to us to include deficient 

communications and efforts lo rebuild trust relationships after 
Clavier's departure: disproportionate responses, tactical blunders. 
and a rush to judgment and action. . . 

As a result. we saw matters that were of concern. but which (m 
most cases) probably could have been worked out o~ a more 
informal, familial level. in other ways, and/or at an earlier stage. 
explode into div isi vc fed em I cases they never shou Id have bcc1~mc: 
nor was there any earnest, effective action taken to keep them trom 
going to "court." At virtually every turn, right up thrm_1gh the synod 
at Charlotte, one side orthc othcrnixed or failed to seriously pursue 
constructive engagement. or (belier yet) third party mediation. 

We do not propose peace at any price. Bui it sce~1s t~) ll'- the 
principals were nowhere near lo finding out if the suuauon was 
truly unsalvageable, Separation. declared or enacted. sho~ld have 
been the \'Cl)' last resort after a considerable amount of ume and 
effort (consider the duration of many ecumenical dialogues and 
political peace processes'). The serious questions raised-s-and 
remai11i11~-in this case about the exercise of authority as granted 
(ornot)i~ ACA's governing documents should by themselves have 
occasioned delay and restraint: the disparate interpret al ions sho~ld 
have been referred to a competent. disinterested third party tor 
review, and any desired revisions proposed at the next General 
Synod, which is the proper forum for deciding such matters. 

The Episcopal Missionary Church. in its response to the Angli 
can Catholic Church in the last issue. reminds us that Christian 
orthodoxy is "loving, kind. welcoming and possesses a large 
degree of patience toward those struggling with error and seeking 
the truth." Is this not how our Lord Himself deals with us despite 
our own frequent misguidedness and wrongheadedness. in order 
that we may at last come to Him fully and eternally'? "Christian 
orthodoxy and Christian love;' the EMC paper says, "are closely 
allied companions." Was this not the heart of the Deerfield union? 

Each "party" to this matter seems to think it has been victorious 
in defending certain principles. But we see no winners in this affair, 
least of all our Lord and the faithful Anglican remnant, from which 
both sides have doubtless managed by this lapse to. repel others 
who at last might have begun to see the Continuum as a viable 
option. 

We hope this is not the final word and there is hope yet for 
reconciliation. But if not, we see liule future for another Continuing 
Church splinter group-just over half a diocese, really-and fear 
for the ACA if its leaders do not subject this episode to an honest 
review, lo belier ensure ihe future unity of the church. In short. 
unless Continuers begin to learn from their history, they will be 
history . 

h seems right 10 us to close with one of the poems authored by 
the late Mary Sims Elliou, who by her many letters to us over the 
years always seemed a marvelously hopeful and cheerful Christian 
soul. May light perpdual shine upon her. 

Dear Lord and Savio,: Ruler of my heart, 
l~c·scuc• my_.w111/ from all this world apart 
So tlta: l>y The« uplield, inspired by Thee 
A11d f' II Sl'C! this world's relatio11ship to me. 
/Jegi1111i11g. living, rndi11u in Thy Sif.i/1/, 
~'o loss or false e.rpenditllre of might 
Sltou/cl steer Ille on a parh away from. Thee. 

;~It, guard my sou/ fro/I/ a111h11s/i and false claims 
l!wr kill or h~ad myji,1.1/.\'fcps roward strange aims 
I· mm rhe fulj1ll111em 1f my de.Hiny. 

2:(j 
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