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which is su_bject to the approval of a judge, the head of OR, 
th~_Rev. Fltp Benham, said the group does not have its $1 
m1flron share of the penalty, but that its work against abortion 
would continue. - Our Sunday Visitor 

*FROM PHILADELPHIA 11 TO "TAKOMA PARK 3": 
Three wom~n were ordained to the ministry of the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church in September, just two months after 
the church's worldwide General Conference rejected a 
request to allow women to become ministers. The rites took 
place at the hands of several clergymen in the Sligo Sev­ 
enth Day Adventist Church in Takoma Park, Maryland. The 
three ~omen-Penny Shell, 55, a hospital chaplain; Kendra 
Halov1ak, 28, an assistant professor on academic leave 
from the Adventist-run Columbia Union College; and Norma 
Osborn, 49, associate pastor at the 3,200-member Sligo 
church-were encouraged by many fellow congregants to 
defy the tradition of the eight million-member, 135-year-old 
denomination. However, the church already allows women 
a fairly wide-ranging ministry: they can be ordained elders 
o! churches, preach, and increasingly officiate at ceremo­ 
nies; but only ordained clergy can found new churches 
ordain ~in!sters and preside over the church's hierarchy'. 
Denommanona: leaders, who hold that the Bible does not 
pe~it women to exercise "spiritual headship" over either 
fam1hes or churches, accuse the three of seeking to embar­ 
rass the ~dventist Church. The women, who evidently will 
not funct_1on ~s mi_nisters outside their own congregation, 
hope their action will lead to acceptance of women's ordina­ 
tion by the denomination. - The Washington Post 
E.T., PHONE ROME: Looking beyond the mundane con­ 

cerns of Christ's Church Militant here on earth, Father Piero 
Coda, a Roman Catholic priest and theology professor in 
Rome. ~a_s called on his church to consider the possibility of 
evangehzmg extra-terrestrial beings. Responding to reports 
that two Geneva astronomers had discovered a planet in 
another solar system similar to ours, Fr. Coda said that, "If 
fife were to be found on the planet, then it would also have 
been contaminated by original sin and would require salva­ 
tio~." A~ unnamed professor at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University was skeptical about Coda's conclusion, while the 
scientific community reportedly remains skeptical about the 
newly discovered planet. Asked about Fr. Coda's idea, a 
member ~t the Roman Catholic Marykno/1 Missionary Fa­ 
thers ~eplied, _"Lord! w~·re 

11
having enough trouble getting 

back into mainland China! - Ecumenical News Interna­ 
tional/Catholic Herald 
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International Accreditation. 
Open 10 Non-Onhodox. 

Earned Degrees in: B. Theol., Uc. Theo! .• 0.0., Th.D. 
Contact: S1. Elias School of Orlhodo.t Theology 

P.O. Box 21237, Lincoln, NE 68542-2237 
402/475-6492 

Recognized by the Holy Orthodox Synod/or Diarpo,a and Hellfl1 
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NEW SERMON SERlES AVAILABLE 
Encouraged by several church leaders and members, 

the Rev. William Sisterman. rector of the Anglican Church 
of St. Dunstan. Minneapolis, announces the publication of 
a series of sermons following the Eucharistic Propers found 
in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. This 212-page series 
is the first set of sermons since 1978, when the Fellowship of 
Concerned Churchmen made available sermons since 1978, 
when the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen made avail­ 
able sermons prepared by the Rt. Rev. Robert C. Harvey, 
primarily for use by lay readers in new Continuing Church 
parishes that were without clergy on some Sundays. 

Father Sisrerman has been a priest tor 32 years and 
rector of St. Dunstan's for six years. His sermons are 
centered on the Person of Jesus Christ and his il/usrrations 
are generally Biblical. 

The printing of the sermons grew from a ministry within 
Sr. Dunstan's Parish in which the Sunday Eucharist service 
is taped and mailed to shut-ins and parishioners vacation­ 
ing out of state. When a number of people asked for printed 
copies of the sermons, a transcription was made by Fr. 
Sisterman's wife, Carol, and the final editing was done by 
Fr. Sisterman himself. He then decided to make the ser­ 
mons available to his fell ow priests and lay readers. 

The entire series is priced at $75, payable in advance to: 
The Rev, William Sistcrman 

322 15th Avenue North 
Hopkins, MN 55343 

612/938-7580; 920-9122 
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THE "ORTHODOX OPTION" 
I commend you and Brother Isaac for .the engaging article 

on "the Orthodox option" (in the October issue). It raises 
questions. not so much by what he says as by what he does not 
say. 

He deals fairly and sensitively with the issue of Anglican 
converts' discomfort with the Eastern liturgy. much better in 
fact than the other treatments of this subject char I have seen. 
However. he did nor even mention the dominaring or even 
overwhelming presence .. and veneration of sacred icons. This 
practice is puzzling, litrle-warranted, or idolatrous to some 
minds which on the doctrines of the Faith are in very close 
agreement with the Easr. (I once was astonished to hear no less 
than an Orthodox bishop denounce the frescoes of the Sistine 
Chapel as, apparently, worthless for purposes of worship. 
Judging from the audience, which I surmised 10 be mostly 
Chicago-area converts 10 Eastern Orthodoxy. r was the only 
one offcnded.) Veneration of icons and the kissing of the Cross 
seem 10 be expected of all Orthodox ... but [the use of icons] is 
a stumbling block to many potential converts und-well-wishcrs. 

Question Two: arc we non-Eastern Orthodox- Christians 
"within the invisible fold" of Christ's Church. or arc we "lost 
at sea"? Ar the split in 1054. each side considered the other 

CIIOIR 0/RcCTO,f R,IU->/1 STl,':£5:',V ,.Cl'f[ES 711£ rATErt/L TrlSK 
OF h'AVl✓v6, 70 TELL 7J.IE #Et✓J>ASTO~'.S /✓!FE 7ll-4r SIie 
//.,IS 71,tt:· S'N6,W6 /4511.I TY CVA,V dlL'.kV& lvATE? BUFFALO 

heretical and lost. The Pope and the Ecnmen'ical Patriarch 
publicly forgave each other for the c~communicarions. some­ 
time in 1992. So what? And sometimes. as Brother Isaac 
relates, Roman Catholic priesLly ordinations arc accepted as 
such. How can sacramental grace exist outside the bounds of 
the One Visible Church if that Church is the "undivided" Body 
of Jesus on earth? 
Thirdly. I wonder if any other readers would consider the 

existence of many jurisdictions, divided on' the basis of ethnic 
separatism. nor a "concrete" problem first, but a theological 
one. The idea has been posed to me that the Anglic:ins in 
England who are leaving the C of E arc largely either going to 
Rome or becoming Continuing f Anglicans) because the British 
have a greater understanding than Americans of the need for 
centralized authority. Unity ultimately points 10 a well-oiled 
center of authority and authenticity. whether that comes from 
an archbishop at the top of a ladder. or an innermost or topmost 
circle of shepherds. Jr seems 10 me that the chief condition 
contributing to redundant jurisdictions is the lack of mission­ 
ary vision and theology. 

I thank Brother Isaac for his essay and for his winsomeness. 
and return his wishes that we allremain friends. despite the fact 
that we both sound gushingly inclusive, Also r thank you. the 
editor. for throwing open a window on a topic of discussion 
which has been going onbehind.so many closed doors. letting 
in-light and breeze. 

Rhonda C. Murid 
1212 South Clinton :\\'t'llllt' 

Berwyn. Illinois 60-I0:! 

ST. JAlVIES THE LESS 
Thank you for the fine (November) article on St. James the 

Less, Philadelphia. [ was organist of that parish in the '60s and 
the account and photographs brought back many wonderful 
memories. How r wish there could be more (parishes] like it. 

Or. Rowla11cl Ricketts 
Merdwnn·illc. Neu· Jersey 

I had 10 write 10 tell you how much l enjoyed reading: ihe 
article on Sr. James the Less. Philadelphia. It gave me cncour­ 
ugernenr thur there are .,;till pockets (If the faith lefr, I wish 11 
lived close by so that l could attend servicc« there. I used to be 
a faithful, practicing Anglican. But now I only atr,.,nd·scn:i~·cs 
occasionally and even then my heart is Olli in it. 

How wise 8 is hop Allen Bartlett must be, 10 have had the 
sense and good judgment w appoint :i ··Ftyi11g Bishop" to look 
after those traditionu] parishes. Herc. if we do not like the w;iy 
the church is 1110\·ing or being run, we arc :-imply encouraged 
to leave. Could 1101 the National Church learn from Bishop 
Bartlett? Instead they arc 1hrcawni.ng to pass this new canon 
that all rhe dioceses 111U$1 accept women priests. whether they 
like it or not. 

Perhaps you could have renders ofTl:lt: Cf/RISTl:l:\· Cfl.\[. 
LENG£ write :inid._,s mi other Catholic parishcx around tht• 
country ih.u sti!l are thriving and faithful. 

f-.d1\',1r,I J. f\iitd 
:!-lbl S,i!lla M,,11i,·u, 8/1•c/. ('[,i_, 

Sc111fc1 itf oni. \1 •. ( ',di( !f/llcL •)( :.Jt,l.J. 

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, JANUARY/FEBRUARY, 1996 3 



A VIEW FROM A CC-ENGL~ 
Church Unity issued The forthrioh1 tone of rhe Statement on · h (,,.CC Ma)', 

"" . r Churc 1' • bv the bishops of the Anglican Carho 1~ 
1 

. hr rr is encour- 
• • iust as fort !fl!! · · 199.5) has given rise to responses J · · . d. -(cn~uim~ issues 

f h r s publishe in · - a!!ing ro note that most o t e rep ie. · . d vell-arsued 
of) THE CHR!STIANCHALLENGEhaveconiam~ !;owed from Points of view. I wrirc as one who for many years O . came 

. . 1- . · m untrl the ume · afar the fortunes of Continuing Ang reams 
10 make a choice of wavs and oprions. lhe 

· d ih f p I H Walker opens up Of the letters publishe . at o au ·. · CC' rh sole 
most helpful area of enquiry when he asks. if rile A .15 e 
·c;minuing Church .. whm ·church is ii continuing? Ir rs a mla ll~r 

- - - f s , - · /· vs a centrul roe m of nore that the Afl1nna11on o I. u.,urs Pa.,. ' h 
the /ACC Statement on Church Unity). whereas the letters 1~ 1 e 
CHALLENGE barely mention rhis mos, significant of ga!henngs 
and its equally importanr declar.ition. This omission_ is to be 
noted because the initial answer 10 Paul Walker's question must 
be. "The ACC is cominuing the Church as defined in, and 
resrored by. !he Aflirrnaiion of S1. Louis ... 
The heart of the Affirmation lies in rhc section 'Principles of 

Doctrine·. for withour this doc1rinal basis rhe other sec1ions have 
no point of reference. The doc1rinal section lakes the form of an 
expansion of rhe Llmbeth Quadrilatcrnl, and ii is this augrnen. 
lation whic:h holds the key ro all else. A comparison be1wcen rhe 
two documenrs will show that the Aflim1arion makes a decisive 
shift 1owards a Catholic unders1anding of lhe Church. This .. un­ 
dcrstanding has no1hing ro do with 'papalism· nor wirh 'Carho. 
lici1y · inrcrprc1ed a~ inclusiveness: ir has ro do wi1h !he common 
Faith of the Church-the Holy Tradi1ion-expressed especially 
in tnc seven Ecumenical Councils. The Affin11a1ion. in short, 
represents a refocusing of Anglicanism upon !he Faith of undi­ vided Chrisrendom. 

The Affirma1ion demands furthertha1 "aJI Anglican s1arements 
of fairh ,rnd lirurgical lonnuJae must be inrcrprc1cd in ilCCordance 
with .... rhcsc Principles of Docrrinc. F.Jr from a1Lcmp1ing lo 
111aint,1in the doc:1rinal comprehensiveness of the Eliiabcthan 
S"'.''"''"' .. !he A flinna, ;,,n '"I,, ""'. 1hose · Re!Ocmed · leach;,,

1
, 

wlllch are rncompatrblc w11h the Fa,rh of the undivided Church. 
We come here to a major difliculty. The Affirmarion of Sr. Louis 
was accepted. J am told, by acclamation of lhc whole Cong .. S I . . 977 . . ress <at . 1. .ourx 111 I ): in spne of lhis. some of lhe doci · 

1 
· · 1· I 1·n · nna [lnrH.:rplcs o 11e A 1r111ar1on remain repugnani ro !hose wJ . I) . . 1 . h 1ose r0lc~1a111 •~m grve.: r iern a ng r to regard lhemselves as faithful and onhodox Anglicans. 
/1 i\ alien to the spirit of historic Anglicanislll lom-k • 

. . . . · a e an issue of do<:tnna! divergence; lhc~c 1s no plac:c for insisrin 
011 

d _ 
mal,c c<m:-.1stenc:y to the po101 of diwiw

11
i
0
,, lho,c gl'. og 

. • . e- ., 0 <Ullither mind abour rhc Fa11h. The El1zabc1h<111 S(;lf/clllcn, was 
11

, 
i111cnded 10 be 101:.i/ly comprehcn~ivc-<.Jocrrinal d',.. · ever 

. I\ c1gcnc:c can become so grew thar II prove:-, un~u,1ainablc h fl • ,1·rr 
. . · · le u111<·1-cnc, Jetween C:.ithoJ,c und Pro1cs1ant onh d . · c 

. o lJXy \Uth a~ l(J r· . •;epararion? Must Anglicans hLJvc concJudc:d 
11 
.
1 

· 
1 

cquirc 
• • • J,i 10 er,mc • · prelcrabJe 10 prcc,s,on, lha1 there i\ ,uflic:icn, er • . c 

1
~ 

. . . irrcspondcnc:' 1· ~-elicJ lu lllakt pos.\ihlc !he sharing of a comrnc . . c 
0 

'll •'P1n1u•i1 he I /11fonuna1eJy the home has rurned our 
10 

be . . ' .lllic. 
. cdiold. u lenaiic:y, no1 a 

When we en4uire wha1 unites traditional An •J' .. . 
,•i•er Ci.JJ1nu1 be. "doctrine." Tradi1ion<1li~ts ·nh ~-Ki:!n~, the <10- 

. . h J . . . I C/jf senou~ er . .i •• recmem, over r c euc 111ns11c presence of ('J . · 
1
s- 

. in:-,r 1111d lhc 

f I episcopal succession-to narnc but . . . ·'fi ance o rne . d f t,vo1 srgrn ic.. . · ·n in the pcno o · the Ref . . \, - . . 1he1r ong: . . _ 01 rna1 ,
0 

. · 
which have 1 .1.11.,r.11 contents itself w11h listin<) lhc 

1
11- 1 Qua, n , ,. ' . , . ::- c e 

Lambe! 
1 

. ism had received as pan ol 11s ancicn, 
11 

. lllr, • 1 An..,hcanr . er,1ij, 
whic 

1 
,::,C , d~ Baptism and Eucharist. Episcopac,, tc · t res rt:e ·'· . • , ---11• , Scnp u · 'f doctrinal evaluation, especially where !he 11~ inimum o B . E . con,t 

~JJ . • es which still surround apr,sm. llcha11st ancJ F . 
nous issu · crned. In effect the Quadrilateral marks lh:P'~e. pacy arc cone - I e -~Iii, 

iements are no longer vita :1:,pccrs of a con.· ,. where these e . . . . . , s,~le; 
. · I , tern and vision. bur rnc cus1om<1r1 obscrv.ince ·h doclnnt1 S) s . . · , , 

1 
. Th ~ tlr b force of h1stonc Anglican el Jo--;_ e Quadril rogerher Y . ., . . . . a1rrd. 

~ 1.fi . and even defines. the chardl,cnst1c Ano/,can, exemp I res, . . . ::- Lor,. t-11 e Church the An!.!hcan eccles1oloe.y. Whtch reni-,,·, . cepl O l . · ' - • - ' I\ 1:- 
" b t/i 1·n the Official Communion and among niany 

0
r
111 

' 1orce o . . - 1\t 
who have departed from lls ranks. Untonunat~ly 1hc Anglic,in 

1 ecclesiology allows in other less accom~ndatrng tcn.ims ''•hi.1 
end up evicting the original oc~upants. 11 1s no~ possible. 

011 
th: 

basis of lhe Quadrilateral. lo obJect to \.vomen hrshops-11,ey arc 
members of 1he ;locally adapted' historic cpiscoparc. 
Tiie reason why the Affinmuion revised lhe QuadrilarerJ/ ~ 

drns1ically, focusing ii upon the undivided Church. is (a., th: 
'Statement' explains) thar no later universally acknowlcdgrd 

1 aurhoriry exists. neither within the Ang/ ican Communion nor. in 
1 the prc-Refom1ation period, from the time when Chrisrendom 

was divided East from West by the rise of papalism. TI1c uni1_1 1 
and aulhority of lhe undivided Church, however, is not merd1 
instilutional, it is charismatic-meaning that it is given. guid~d. 
and prescn

1

ed by the Holy Spirit. Because it is lruly chari!i111;11i, 
this unity is both organic and sacramental, for the Holy Spiri1 
creates out of the human fellowship of believers 'the manifr.,1a- 
1ion of Christ in and 101he world.' Over the centuries the Church. 
through the witness and teaching of the Fathers, maintained 
against all falsehood the one vision of Faith, for there is one Fai1h and one Lord. 

When papalism divided that vision. so also the Church w:is 
divi~cd and, to the extent that papalism prevailed in Wcsiem 
Chnsrcndom, by so much the Church ceased to be the sacr.imcnl 
of ~

1
'.ris, ,Ul(J become a religious institution maintaining ccrwin 

bc_lrcls and practices-herein we perceive the precursor of An· 
u lie· n I · I R 1· nna· 
~ il ccc csm ogy. While repudiating papalism, lhe ~ 

0 lion movenien1 d;d no1h;ng 10 resiore 1he anc;em sacram<n'_"IIJ 
b_ase~ ec~lcsioJogy of the Church, (and) it wandered away 

11110 paiJis of Ifs own devising 

Who then ·•re the Lr . 'C . . . ,., TI1e an~1\,r . . ' • " ue ontinumg Anglicans .' 1
s fundmncnr· Jf 1 . Affinn:

1
• 

• <1 Y ece es1ological. Either one treats the h Iron ils !hough . . res ' e I, . . . . 
11 

Were the Quadrilateral and perpewa . i c luracrcn,11(; e .. 1 . 1 . . . , k1nJ 
0 •c . . · c:c esio ogy of Anglicanism (this 1s one onr1nu1no A ,J' . , 

1

f wh31 
vr1

,. d 
O 

ng rcan,sm ) or one accepts the challenge c. • ·c '-' One anu d ·. I . . · . r11UIJI · 1· Cc(( eel at lhe Congres,· of St Louis as cons o !rue 'Co · • . •> • • , liill~r 
·I ·.• . niinurng Anglicanism.' The ACC has made chi.:_ .. c 
10
((;e, 111cor > ·• · • Afl rn

11
•
1 ri<,11 inru Ii. ICor,uing lhc Fundc.1menta/ Principles ol the ,.

111

J~ 
Cf Clfhfl(1 1 · / [WO ,-. of ·c · . 1 1

011 :.tnd Canons. These are c 1e .· ;s -on11n11111g An•/'.. . • , the:,,~ 
PO\\iblc:· 11 . . g rcanism and ber ween them no 

5
} n , lc1e cx1s1. I . 

Paul wlllk... · s 011 Ya choice ro be made. 
1
. ,.

111
011 I. <:i 

1
ntrot1uc, • / · 1 'fJ pub rL, o lht: AC'C . . cs 11s eucr bv sa"ing " 1e •J~S . n1un1/e,1. ( h, J J ' . ) provr . 

..i ~\·<.:lcu,nc cJ, .. · . 
0 t e St,11cmen1 on Church Un Hy 

I 

tlll~ 
Iron, all <JII .esq ~P~ion of the boundary Jines which sci apar The A . . . l<.:r ieJrg1ou b . .. . . , ·uJl/!-· 
CC " cen,;.,1 ,. ' Od ,cs. He ,, bo1h r, glu and w' 

1
,,,,, . 

tan
1
\ni · '•'>'hi ·I )l .\c~ ap,m · from the kind of 'Continwng 1• ,Ton 

t: J s iut~ tt: , AffirJll•' · s eyes and i1s mind 10 the very 

*•--·=--- 
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it claims 10 follow; but rhrough that same Affirmation (which, 
defines a very different 'Continuing Anglicanism") it is open lo 
the wider world of true Carholic Christianity. 

The \i>ry Revd. Michael M. Wrigltr 
The Meadow: 

18 Frem-f?fidd Road. 
Peuscdown St. John. 

Bath 
BA2 8SL England 

CHEERS AND A JEER 
No one covers the whole spectrum of Anglicanism you do in 

TCC! Whal you report ranges from the maddening 10 the inspir­ 
ing. May the Holy Ghost empower you in rhis work. 

Tire Rev. FE. Fairchild 
Hermitage, Tennessee 

Thank you for a beautifully dedicated magazine. 

The Rt. Rev.Roben H. Mize 
Fresno. Califarnia 

I have not renewed my subscription .. .f ( first) subscribed be­ 
cause I wanted to study your. point of view. 1 have studied i1 and 
lind it mean spirited. The question is not what Christ intend~. 
That is to suggest that God i-, dead. The question is what.Christ 
intend~. 

Henry H. Thayer 
Norfolt: Mas:wd1usetts 

... I find .. THE CHRiSTJ;tN CHALLENGE..a very informative 
and useful publication indeed. 

1he Rt. Rev. Bevan Meredith 
Bray Park, Queensland. Australia 

(The retired Archhishop of Papua New Guinea) 

It's a great pleasure to receive TiCC. which· includes so many 
.rticlcs spelling out the truth abounour faith and how it has beef! 
:iistortcd by radicals with specific agendas, I commend )'OU for 
: our courageous effort. 

E/('anor Shorr 
Biootnsburg, P enusslvania 
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Commentary Report By The Editor 

II hasn't been our practice 10 publish a1111110/ rerro.1p1·crii·1·s dt ·: .. , 
tenure. because tn• ll'l'l'C alrcadv doing them in tlu: middle 11/, · 1 · 
as a report to tlt1' a111111a/ 111£'1'Ting r,f 1he hoard of CHALL!:· 
sponsoring /01111dotio11. 8111 this year the hoard uskcc! 11s .1/u .. • 
reflections with reader» in 011 updated /995 rrview],»: f'llhli1·c;,, •· 
hen' follows our look at rhc past year in the lij,· of tlu: C/111rc/1. ,, ;, ' 
011 news rite CHALLENGE brough: to you during ! 995. - Ed. 

IT IS ALWAYS AMAZING in preparing a report like rhi- 1. 
how much has happened in the Church in rhe space of one Y• ·" 
consequently how much has been reported in Tl-I£ CH R.• :- · 
CHALLENGE. Even so. rile period just passed has been unu 
busy, with a seeming accelcrarion in delineation or di\'i:,;ion h. 1 '· 
the :cvealed Truth a;d "continuing revelation" camps. f'urthe_r 
realignment already underway within and away from Anglil',• 
and across lhe wider Christian household. 

In this. a dismal year for traditionalisrs sul! in the Episcop,il c;,, 
(EC~_SAJ, there were nonetheless some encouraging sign:- i,,­ 
viab,!11Y ?f the traditional Anglican remnant, notably in Cone " 
~nglican,sm. de.spite a few setbacks there, and. within the "ofli. 
Church, 111 England. 

_ 1r..51oreover, we lend to agree with Fr. Samuel Edwards. ilw Et•I-L 
P.t ynod of Am · · 1 ·,, '• . , . enca s <ESAJ executive director. that the con ~ · 
fell) c:hallenge lo I . ·1 . . . . I 1,, • ,1 .. I.. .. JJs one fuith 1s beginning 10 spur the c ,.;\·e 1 0 a broad onb d - . , , • 
lines le d' 0 ox consen~us'' transcending old Je11om111•1 •• 

. ' a l!Ju lo llC\, ' d f . , .. IJ ,p, . tr-Jdi1ional cf . . \ an o ten unusual contacts and 11111-:-. ~ • 
· lnS1Jan~ TI11·•· •'o Id · JI ti ·11 in [Ill►lll1gh1 credi l'b · · -~"' u mean, paradoxica y. 1< . , 

. . .1 I era! a_~c •ncJ· . . . ·I rel!.:-, . ,.11d111g rhc r ~ uncy m several mainline c 1u . 
I orm;iJ or pracn ,,., . . . . . , ,Joni 

I HIii.. lur • . . • IC,u reunion ol Catholic Chnsll.: 1 , . cx,unplc uf an . · · 11 Cl 11.JO\ of var] i 1. ' ccumerucaf conference for tradirron, 
1 "' ( LI\ old· 1J · 1· Sill• '· 

t:c111creu <ni 11 • s 11s past year at the Rose Hill Hou:..c u : · JJ Jc Vcry ide: 1· I . I • u1Jll 11 
u i;uit:t: lh.it I . . .t O I i,s emerging consensus, and I Jt; . , 
I'• . l,1s~pru11g . . 1· ·{1(.lll 11

1:cn Church ,.,_. up Ill rC\J)(mse 10 womens ort 111•1 
N 1· 0 cnghnd 1 1· · ·111~ 11 nr( 1c Lu11J . . . • rac ll1onalists mid their cuunrcrp, · , .. . cran Churcl . . , c•i:r ' 
Ulflv<:r!!enc. 1~s. lhe rwo groupings arc 1Hn1 :.. •·• \I . ' c in the F· · I · •cf1 
l< 111• While lti' • . au 1 and Order of the undivided cfllll , · 

IS I~ a [n, ' fol 111 I 
• J Ing and often confusing 11111<.! 

( ·,,,, l:11 I Ii' · 
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195 Year In Review 

.-\11gli<.:ans. a rime when, in ECUSA ar Ieusr. it seems a finul grim 
chapter is being wrinen, we think the Holy Spirit has a solid game 
plan 1n call 0111 and distinguish the true Church from the false. and 
that traditional Anglicans are definitely a part of thar=-as long as w.._• 
plai.:c' Our Lord and the Faith above all else and earnestly seek and 
follow His leading in actions needed to honor that divine imperative. 
So. despite all, it is fascinating rime 10 be a soldier in the Church 
Militant. 

ii&\_ 
~!& 

ECUSA: Sex, Women And Money, Again 
In ihe Episcopal Church in 1995. the gauntlet was firmly thrown 

down by conservative bishops on the gay issue. and by the liberal 
leadership on the women priests issue. 

And the latter, apparently, was to some extent "payback" for the 
former: the four diocesan bishops still supporting historic holy or­ 
der-now threatened with a canon mandating women priests 
churchwiclc-are among ten prelates who have made a last-resort 
atte111p110 stop bishops from unilarerully ordaining a~U\'L" hornosexu­ 
als while the church is still discussing the issue. by "presenting" one 
such prelate. former Newark Assistant Bishop Walter Righter, Tilt: 
ten have accused Righter of \'.iolating the church ·s doctrine and his 
ordination vows by ordaining a noncelibare gay mun. Barry Stopfel. 
10 the diaconare in J 990. and th,11 acuon has now led IO the first 
cn:ksiaslil'al trial of an Episcopal bishop on a doctrinal mutter in 
some 70 years. 

·1h show how for thin cs have come. however, the Richter case hos 
,;!il'l'n rise 10 quest ions 1;0, just about the sources and· ~omcnr of the 
church ·s scxuali1y lcachin_g. but aboiu whcrhcr ordaining practicing 
·10111oscxuals involves :1 doctrinal mauer al all. On trial. then. is nor 
1is1 Righlcr. bur till' church ·s sexualitv doctrine and its willinenes« to 
hold bishop» accuuntablc for 111ai111:~ning it. There urc al k;t~l five 
.uhcr hishop-; who have kmlwingly ordained practicing homosexuals. 
J1ougll the gay group !ntl'gri1y savs the number is for hiahcr, 

A him of how things art:' ~,;in!! ·is frnmd in tali.' word oi· rile church 
: dnic·atL' "s ( pros<:'cutor's) failed bid 11:i have four of the hixhop-judgcs 
·nth..: l'\lllrl dismissed frum hearing !he cL~t hccuusl' lhl')' had sig1J~d 

•_C.-\"s Hbht1p o_l'llw \\ht h_r .-\rdthi,hop Louis Falk; the ,\(T's Cutll1-(l' of 
lhst11:1.s: .-\rdthl',ho11., l;curg,• Curey and Desmoud 'luru 1luring a pri111u1cs' 
• ,1-r!111~; I hi.' n1·11 Archbishop of York, David 111111,•; E( ·tiS,\ l'rl.',iding lli,hop 
I.- .. ,, 11111g; Bishop ,\lh~r! I lulc.1 ani.l Brian Huwe, headmuster ul' the fir.,t 
·• h1.'ul la1111l'l11·<1 hv T,\l "'s .-\us1r:1Jia11 pn» ince: the 11uw-rc1irci.l .\rdtbbhup 
• t \urk • .1111111 llahtiuutl; lhc Pope wit{1. sc111in;irians d11ri11i: his l'.S. Yisit. 

'"'-· -- 
J -~- - • 
. , ,,, __ .....,. 
"' . 

·•'-...---. 

t I 



_..;. ._ ... "-·v: _...- . ..,..... 
I , 

.✓

. .h . "'11·11, in .. committed" • ,, 11 .• ir li11:;11()n of omosc, · · . ;1 ~1;:k·m~111 ~urr,,n,n~ ,, t ' . I n had like the accused bishop. 
relation.hips, and two of them rn1 ~aAs . . '. -ad i1 ihe challenge 10 
ordained noncelibarc homosexuals, s \\~ rt, ·. .. 

11 
, 

those judges. impartiality w,~ 10s1 because the _d~len~, essenna ) 
areued tha1 ihe church ·s historic stance on homosexual!~), supported 
b\~ two or three other members of the court, is a bias i_n itself .. 
. This is ,o sav thar the outcome does not look promising f~r b1~hops 

desirinz 10 restore orthodox order on this issue; a conviction 1s not 
expect;d in the case. and the court's ruling on the doctrinal question 
may end the proceeding well before that point. The more pressing 
question now may be what conservative bishops are going to do 
if/when the court definiti\'ely demonstrates that the church has over­ 
thrown its sexuality leaching. without benefit of any action by Gen­ 
eral Con\'ention. 

Thai this-a de [acto abnegarion of what is "on the bcioks"­ 
might be exposed as the result of unilateral eay ordinaLions or 
conversely. that bishops may again be bound by ~nhodox doctrine: 
is likely wha: has made Righter. Presiding Bishop Edmond Brown­ 
ing and his liberal colleagues so angry abour this trial. The liberals 
_wa111 ev~ryone 10 "live in the tension of ambiguity" while unauthor• 
ized ac,u~ns. pu~h ~e church toward canonical change. after whic::h 
the new ie_achmg becomes a scuted doctrine commanding uni- versal obedience. ~ · 

, ~RO~?ING'S DETER.\1!;\ATfO\' about the gay issue is 
apparcntl) one reason he. seems lo have dug his trenches dee r . 
respons~ 10_ a year of serious !roubles for ECUSA th· I pe rn 
heavy cnuc15m aeains1 him and h1·sactm· . tra . a engendered 

• V ... , , mis 11011 and a g d I of calls for h1~ resi!!naiion · roun swe I 
TI1c year began~\\ ith the shockino s . . . . 

bi\hop .. Darid Johnson of Massachu~e;tc;d~ of a leading liberal 
about h1~ lon!!time depression and , s .. o lowed by revelations B • ~ · u ~.x1nm1an1a1 aff · . ut th,~ was .\oon eclipsed by th, I· . airs. 
the di\covel)· thar ECuSA'< , . e ,trger scandal unfolding from I . ~ ,onner na11om1 1 . , lad d1vcned ~ome $? 2 m,·11· . ·h , reasurcr. Ellen Cooke l.. -. ion inc urch fu d. • 
rb1yJc be1v.ccn l 99().95 wJ ·1. B . n _s lo suppon her lavisl1 j . · H e rown,ng ., comp ,unts about her irnrv, · ignorcu warnings ~nct fi 1•vflOU\ P0\••er , · ' .... , inally fired Cooke in Occcmly,;r, .199 , . -amassing w~rk style. He 

lngger _1hc expo\ure of tJ1c laroc I :· and only lhen did her ac1ions 
!)t'rson JO any narion:d church bo~ , -~J\1/n crnfx:.z1.le111em by on~ 
<:Ja1mcd wa\ Ja1cr found lo Ix: bo,,u:- ic unn•er~iry dtgrec Cook: 

In shon order. the d"b· ·I e, •• . ~ uc e evoked • nationul church\ Jcaderh· ct· . , V11clcr concerns ab 
'f'I.. . . ~ 1p. 1rcc11011 • d . . . · our 1hc 11

1.: conscrvauvc 3(J (XJ<J an ,iccounrabiliiy · · · -member F · · pra1$c(1 Brownin,, tor ·1 "u· ·/· . .piscopafia.w lJ1 ·1 d J " • -i K invc ·1· · ·' lJ c (EU ' ie \fury bur called f . , s ig1J11on and flub!' . . . .: J f I · . . or " lllore lhor "l · IC n:velat I< f o ll~ admin1~1ra1ion. ciri . . ou,,, l, inde:pcndtnt i , • . . m o 
lh: si1ua~ic~n leading lo rh~~h:~:100~ by Browning lhar h~t~pe:~1ga1'.on 

. n'.c Ep1!.copal Synod s-. . • crea1c 
POJOIJng lo EC'USA' . .. t1id the standal "· · ..... C - · · s rheological ilflSt=s Ill no v· . ., hurch members ir s· ·ct I prcoccuparions". . . acuuin, 

. , a, ' Hive been "/ej . . in recent dc<:ad .. 
llCOIJraoed h f Cs, 

"' Y ar too many 
8 

. I,,._. 

·' ...... 
. _, 

~ ....... ·--~--:-.~:\• 

--~71-' 

I 

l 
--~~ 

-~c-:i¾- *•- L __ .. ·-- ---=-~-•' 
of their shepherds ~o rcgarc!_ moral k,1d1ing an(! Clhicnl re ui 
as fluid and cvolutionarv. q ~me% 
Joining EU and ESA in an ensuing wave of calls for 

8 
.. 

. . 1 · . .. . fO\\ nino· resignation were new voices ( r:-.s:n1~l1c(I \\'llh the perform , o
1 

agenda of the church ·s leader.'-hip. They included the eanc~~d 
Cl d L . 1. 1 E . rnerg1n, Concerned _er~y an a1,1y o 11.: ·p1scop~1I _Church (CCLECL 

and a he_avy 111d1c11nen1 o_f Brownmg s. admin,s1ra1ion. cornpik•J 
and published by an associatert group of clergy, 1i1led The Coiafog 
ofC011CC1rns: Thf Episcopal Ctiurct, i11 the U.S. UnderEdmondL,,,

1 Browning. 

In a September 8 ad in The IVi·1.\·hmgton Times. CCLEC charged 
that Browning had "promoted a revisionist theology which is 
dividing the church." and that his "supervisory style allowed 1~: 
greatest financial scandal in American church history 10 occur on 
his watch." And the Catalog. which has had several printing,10 
meet demand. lists some 250 cases of mismanagemenr or doctrin~ 
variance during Browning's primacy. 
The presiding bishop refused to quit two years before hi~ lcnn 

expires, saying he still sees "broad support" for his leadership. Ht 
chided conservative critics for spending time and money"wclmm· 
icle the mishaps of his tenure." as one report put i1. His con~emnJ: 
tion of "mean-spiritedness·• was backed by the House of Bish_ops 
meeting in Portland-the same which lauded the Anglican_tr.idilwn Of h . " "d . f I I . I ectives" nohl aft~r . ononng a w1 e variety o · 11eo og1ca persp . ,, . 
voting 8-to- J to nix those of lradirionalisrs on women pnesrs. , . M . ·1 re correcll\~ eanwhile, church leaders scrambled to mstt u . .. d 

• ·· ·f edenuals ,m measures and name a new treasurer w11h bona tic e er . ~ ell: 
· . ouptn" ,un expenence, and have made good progress on rec ~,,ow 

Slolen by Cooke, while also filing civil suits in an attempl ior, rriore. 
T . . . . , p nsion G~P . hough outside Browning's purview, ECUSAs e ., . uour1is 

is now being investigated, however, after questions aroSc a 
management. d. ·onul· 

While Brownino huno on despite ma1·or difficulties: tra ,n11·'ns in 
• · 1:, 

0 f 'W " 1515 
(beyond getting the Riohter case to trial) saw t.: p ~

1
s1·b·n· 

'9,5~a~_iong the~1 a "flyi~g bi~hop" for eighr ~nhodi;:- F:r~ \Vo_~h, 
nia Parishes, lhe 111stallat1on ot Jack Iker as Bishop nolicanisrll 
"

11
<1 the retuni of his predecessor, Clarence Pope._~0

1
~
0
;g11.coin· 1

_~
01
:
1 1
h<: Roman Catholic Church. His reappcar._in~i:. arc 

10 
si;,;, :uiJ 

<.:i<lcd WJlh lhe expansion of ECUSA's female cpis1,;op .. 
lhc cliun.:h's "elhnic cleansing•· move on women pnCStS··u,il ;ssu(; w· · ' 1osttX 1$\ .. llh din1 prospc:c1s on both tJwt :u1d the hon · , · h ECL 1 cr111caf I · · · I 1ent \\ 11 t teis1ons ubour 1heir conLinued invo ven 
loom for ··•fl · · · 1· l" " re111a1nmg orthodox Ep1scopa iai ., . 

TIIE ANGLICAN COMMUNION ",,i1,·• 
Lil • · · . . c.J ill SOIi • 11L1i )crul forces have con1inued 10 gain gioun l 

1
1 11av~ 

1
, regio · f ~ ~- · Jl 11:1. . . lb; 

0 
lhe "official" Anglican Co11111wnion, 

1 
if oil~'. .. ,1 achieveu d · . ~ . . , , who e. 

1
, 1~• 

. . 
0m1nun1 status among provmccs .ts" . sual) 

Use w0111 • • . . . d • .. [Or I I u. en;. ortJ1na11on as the reliable m JC.I 
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hum l,11. ••f'/"'-'it,· pu;«: ECl;S,\ Prt~irling Bislwp llrowuinl! anu House of Der11tic, l'n•~i,knt r:·,in Chinni~ cluring :1 .lune tclecunfcr­ 
enre clcalin).! parily with the cmhtT.lltmcnt malltr; Bi,hop Wallt•r Ri!!htcr. facing a church trial for ordaining ;m actively ~ay man: 
the ,\C..\'~ Cathedral Parish 1,f St. \lark. Portland, Oregon, which retained its huilili~ in :i ~clllement with the F.CliSA diocese: 
representatives of the ACC and Orllmdox Church nf Amerlca, now in formal dmlogue. 

111111l1L'r. hut ,:ii' less than half, of the Communion's provinces 
,cn:p11hat 1m,o,·a;ion. The "Mother" Church of England is among 
J1c111. but i~ atypic,il enough 1ha1 it is considered separately later. 
The S,·otti,h Episcopal Church. though, has just completed its 

ir,1 yi:.ir 1\i,li women priests. 
The l'li11rd1 ,)f the Province of Southern Africa has ordained a 

mall percentage of 11·0111.::n priests since us 1992 vote for them. 
-vhich 1 as in England) did not authorize women bishops. But 
::'l'SAs synod gave female bishops the nod last year. after the 
hurch 's prelates insisted upon quick resolution of the matter, 
The Anglican Church of Australia 1ACA1 in ·95 took its first 

.tcps toward women bishops. and adopted a new prayer book 
lccmcd an "affirrn.nion of diversity." Meanwhile. one of the more 
peculiar developments in the wake of the ACAs ·92 vote 10 admit 
-vorncn pricst-. hus come in a move within the strongly Evangelical 
'iyduey diocese 10 allow laypeople (men or women) to preside at 
the eucharist=-cveu though Sydney firmly opposed female priests. 
.\ final vote on the matter may come this year. 

It w;,, recently noted tlnu the Bishop of Nova Scotia has refused 
10 ordain traditionalist candidates-but then the Anglican Church 
of Canada repealed its conscience protections for traditionalists in 
1 he 1980s. Meanwhile. a '95 Canadian Church meeting was a pretty 
dean liberal sweep, with delegates affirming homosexual members 
and pledging to continue study of sexuality issues. while also 
approving a new structure: plans for a hymn book introducing 
. nclusive language: and a focus on advocacy for social justice 
causes. One bright spot is that the traditional 1962 Book of Com­ 
. non Prayer retains its stutus (if not widespread use) as the church's 
olficial prayer book. while the modem Book of Alternative Serv­ 
.ces was extended for another three years. though is due for 
ncluxivc lanzuaac revisions. Canada has an active Prayer Book 
Sociciy. and 7, conservative "Essentials" movement begun in the 
ast kw years continues to attract auenrion. 
Some perspective on all this. though. was provided by l,L~I year ·s 

,n1crna1ion,il !.!athering of Am:lil'ans in North Carolina. midway 
hrough the c;1111nuni~n \ .. D;,;ttk or Ev;111gclism.·· Reports there 
,f the Decade's mixed result» showed liberalized provinccs=-Aus­ 
.ralia, Nl·11· Zealand. Canada. and ECUSA-expeticncing "de­ 
.line" in comparison 10 some other regions of the Communion. 
such as ,\ frica. 

THE REALIGNIVIENT: 
Continuing Anglicanism, Et Al 

Pan of 1ha1 "decline" comes from the fact tha1 those in provinces 
1lll11 dominated hy liberal revisionism have sometimes foll that 
uucgruy and the divine commission demanded other choices. 

SLl ihe rcaliunment continues 10 include movements to Coutinu­ 
in):! A11glica11i~m. ,L~ well as Ill Rome and Orthodoxy. Thi: l:1111:r 
·upt ion." examined in TCC's October issue. has proven more 

attractive to disaffected U.S. Episcopalians than it has to their 
counterparts elsewhere. Rome remains the primary destination of 
those leaving Anglicanism in England. and has garnered some 
high-profile conversions. though ministerial and financial limita­ 
tions obtaining for transferring Anglican clergy seem to be temper­ 
ing the now in that direction. 

Continuing Anglicanism. however. still seems 10 be the option 
of choice for those parting company with an increasingly heterodox 
"official" church province. and one that allows them 10 remain 
Anglican. And about the Continuing Church there was much ro 
report. good and not-so-gocd. during: 1995. 

In the former caicgory is rhe growth noted just before the start 
of the year in TCC.~ .. Update on rite C ontinuing'Traditional :\11gli­ 
can Churches.' which calculated rhe Continuum as a whole at 
around 9.3.000 adherents internationally. with some 204.000 for all 
traditional Anglican bodies, It also showed a trend toward consoli­ 
dation among mainstream Continuing Churches. leaving just two 
international fellowships. and three smaller jurisdictions . 

Updates early chis year increased numbers for both of the two 
largest Continuing Anglican .. orbits": the Anglican Catholic 
Church 1ACC) registered some I 0.000 or more compared to 9 .500 
in our ·94 report; and. new information from India brought the 
Traditional Anglican Communion (T:\Cl up from 75.200 listed in 
late ·94 10 t:. I (10.000. if one includes its African imcrromrnunion 
partner Um:i 1\>crn.' Tiyopiya. Xhosa Anglicans receiving episcopal 
cure from TAC pending full union in a year or so. 11 now appears 
Continuing Churchmen worldwide number upwards of LW.000 . 

Both TAC and .·\CC saw other key indicators of progress in the­ 
past year: the formalization of a communion relationship between 
TAC and the Church of England's leading truditionalist organiza­ 
tion. Forward in Faith: and the establishment of formal dialogue 
between the ACC and the Orthodox Church in A111cric1. 

Meanwhile. some renewed ferment on the topic of Continuing 
Church unity. begun with the magazine ·s latc ·94 article. continued 
with TCCs publication in i\·lay of the A(C Bishops· Swre111c111 011 
Churcl: Unity anti, in ensuing issues, a cross-section nf rcspousc« 
10 that statement. This lengthy missive llas an informative hi~li'I')' 
of events in the Church kadin1-: ro the ncccssitv of the Continuum. 
and clarities ACC\ agenda f~r unity. and th~ differnm.:l"s il pa­ 
cci\·es b.:111·ccn itself and other Ct)Jltiuuing An!!liiians whidi bav~· 
a bcaring·on that agcl\da. • • 

One Jdaying. fador in the l)llL'St for unity is. that. whik the 
mainstream Cnntinuum appears to bc rcad1ing ,·ritic1l1 rn.iss and 
greacer maturity. it remains a slightly sh.tky cntl·rprisc. 
The wp case in point in '1):'i was thL· sudden dcpitnur•~ t>f ,\11th1111y 

Cla\'ii:r as archbislwp of the Anglican Church in .·\rncril'a \ t.\C.\ 1 
l'astern pwvinc<-' and bishop l11' i1s DioCl':>I.'. l,r 1h,: Eastern l.1ni1cd 
States (DEUS), amid ~cxual misn111dt1d alk!c!ations. tOdulv. rhi:: 
stt•t'\' rnincitleu with 1h:ll on the sui..:idl.' an:J• ;tlki!cd arfairs l1t' 
ECUSA's Massachusclls bishop.) In the void that rem:1ined .. 1 

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, JANUARY/FEBRUARY; 199.6 9 



' r: . I ·ft new "0Ying bichnp' l. .lfJ{II ( • • t 
·,dn llu~nc., (center} wkcs· a :'· 
wilh thc Rev, Messrs. Srcphrn ,..,. 
of i\'orlhampton lrighll au<l U • · 

r ()sf Norwa1 ar \. Flcmestacl o · 0, ' . ; 
. . 1 S. d ol ,'\orll,r ·-·-·,·-~~J Intcrruuiunu ._\no ,. 

· .· , . ·h • (Jc:jn.,fl • · · ·,, European Churc cs ,n 
. . . ., . R. h d Ch..trtre:i.' , 'i:.,s·. lcf], the Rev. JC nr . 

. )1 n~w Rish op of London. 
,,,:~=------ 

-~.~~,-,, matic parishes that, 111:<ni,\ 
\ ,,.- ' had dJSt'I' , studv and prayer, • . · ·r'$ t. ' - l the Anglican hcniago.: 1 -} i ere nola~~ ..•. \I . has uarnered some . , ,:,;.J..J: ' 0 , 1 o:;cw·. ,._;t':.i , [oiscupal clergy anc · . 
.. ; ,, ~ ,'\~ ' ECUSA C011f!fC£!,l!lO!, 

• '1 • ,"J, large . -,. JIO\\~lq 
.• ; . 1 is now a ofobal ,c 
?>' .me . "' 0 000 meri . wirh upwards of J , 

dispute over authority which put DEUS' s1anding commiuee at 
odds wiih AC As hierarchy soon led to a split between over half of 
DEus· parishe~. and the rest of the diocese and ACA (TAC's 
American branch). There are hopes of a reconciliarion. 

Wi1hin just a few weeks of Clavier ·s exir early this year. more­ 
over. came the shocking and unrimely dearh of Fr. Louis E. Traycik, 
4 7. a key archi1w or the Continuing movemeni and former editor 
of the CHALLENGE. His absence has been feh keenly. particularly 
in the shake-up in his own diocese (DEUS). His shortened earthly 
years were conrrasted. howe,w. by his ext.rcmely full life of church 
service, and 1he body of worJ.; he leaves behind will surely continue 
to aid the Continuum in the future. 
Two Continuing bishops, both former ECUSA priests. also died 

this year: Rohen Q. Kennaugh. 78, the /1rchbishop Emeri1us of the 
Anglican Rite Jurisdic1ion of the Americas (ARJA): and Roy B. 
Da\'is Jr .. 74. who also had been an ARJA bishop. ARJA officially 
merged before their dea1hs with the Episcopal Missionary Church (EMC). 

Yc1. other ~igns of stability and growth in the Continuum shone lhrough the clouds. 

One was the passing of lhe reigns of ACC's Diocese of the 
Mid-Atlaniic slalc\ from Bishop William Ruthcrfourd. who served 
fai1hfully and long, to the fomwr Coadju1ur. Bishop John Cahoon. 
And. Bishop Robin Connors; noted I i111rr a!iuJ for develupmen1 of 
TAC!. South African branch. wa\ elected 10 ACA\ Diocese of the 
Wc~1 to succeed Bi~hop Mark Holliday, a \ingular figure from the 
Conrinuum \ early days forward. who \Crved long after normal retir<:m<:m age. 

During 1he pa,;1 year the ACC also approved a clergy pension 
pliJll: r<:portc.;d the beginnings of work in Spain. and plans for a 
t hurch« ide evangeli~m congre« in '96: and n.imcd a prominen1 
former Anglic;in Con11nunio11 Bi.~hop. John Charles Vocklcr. as 
Jean of ir~ .\cminary in New York. 

.\fomwhile, 1AC bi\hop~ beg;m work on a propo.\l:d \tandardized 
curriculun: to upgrade rr:iinini-t f()r ordinan1.h 1hrou,d1ou1 1he Com­ 
munio»: Archbi\hop Louis Falk rt\ignc:d a, ri;Uorof S1. /\ idan 's. Des 
.\foin(;'.\. after 16 vcar-, due to i11crc.:a~ing demand, of hi~ roh:~ a~ 
prim.i1cofTACw1d ACA. and v.a,~ucccc.:d,:;d bya well k11own former 
l:pi,copal pric~t. lhc Rev, Garren Clanton: the ca1h1.:dral of ACA\ 
J)jr;cc,<: of 1..he \Vc~1. a former l:CUS/\ pari'.h. retained it\ building 
.i11d lanJ in a ,dllc.:me1Jl with the Episcopal diocese: and n11.:111hcr~ of 
TAC\ Au\if.J/iao branch planned for addi1ional hi.\hops <111d rhc 
opc.:11ing ol !he church\ lir~t ,chool thi\ year. . .. . . . . . , 

HEPRESE!"."1'11\(; A1\OTJIEH ASPf,Cl Of· f Hf:, Hf> 
ALH;J\'MEr-.'T i:, the burgeoning Charismauc Epi_,cop,Jl Chur~h. 
rormed in 1992 by a group of independent Evangelical and charis. 

bcrs. 

THE MOTHER CHURCH I I-◄
. r England from r ia ' We have separated our look a1 the Church O - f II owed th

1 I fl- . 1·· A 1· . l , .auxe ii has nor o 011er "o 1c1.1 ng Jean provmces ice: · 
1 
•d for wnm~; 

"normal" pattern seen in other prov inc~·~ that h_a;e.~phc sense of fai1 
priests, rather employing some of th,~1 lamou: ~ ,'sa ~izeabk an.t 
play. This has likely been encouraged. rhou"'~- . _) nique-,1nJ !f. 
deteTTnined orthodox constituency. So. Englan_ 15 u 
many ways uniquely encouraging w traditionalists. . the col E 
0 j "I . . cl , ·1 clean sweep. . .. none hand, the "new ore er ias ma c.: ' • short rime SJll•

0 ordained its first women priests in 199-L. and. 111 t~\~;USA I 7) e.rr­ 
has created a~ many priestesses (and more) a~ 11 too riests. they art.' 
to accumulate· and while parishes may ban women_ P . · ..\n"lic.in 
. . . . . . . . o Conrmumg . : tuncuonmg m every diocese. At leas! tw 
bodies are now operating in the region. . of the Conirnuni,•n 

But the policy of the C of E (and suppo~edly , men pm::,t, 
• · ·· ( ews ) on \\O at large) is 10 upl~old_ rwo_ '•in1egn11~s ~'J. <·or the church as P:11'. 

(while the mnova11on 1s being tested m the Irk . ok firmer n.:, .... , I. . .. d' .) e ·s) Th·11 nolicv to 1· . 1·1 o a "reception ( rscernrneru proc s. · ' •. · . I 'tion:.i 1:;1:- ' 
· · ot two tr,!( 1 1· last year with the unexpec1ed appo1111ments . . Bish1.1p ,

1 . 1· h . •es· the tonner . - l· the second- and third- rankrne Eng JS st: · · , b. IJ(lpof'rllf ... 
. - - . • Arc,1 1s · .. London. David Hope. has now been e111'1roned as' 

1 
t·on

11
er al< •1 . . Cl rtres t ie and was succeeded in London by Richard 1a • · 

1
, prJ·escs. TI1,· 

. . d · d fema c .. bishop ot Stepney who also has not o: atne . 
1 
"flying bish_or~. 

policy has been undergirded as well wJ!h officia ·er , and pa.nsh,.> 
(provinci:d episcopal visilors-PEVs), who tei:d clei~r in ·95 when 
opposed to women priesrs; PE Vs became three ~n num_ Oxford. wa~ 
Edwin Barnes. fonner principal of St. Stephens House. 
named Bishop of Richborough. 

11 
f,:ssons of rlK' 

Building upon 1his-while also having learned ie r ForwanJ JJJ 
Nonh American experience-England's 30.000-n1<:-~1be

1 
. _ pas! )'L',lf. 

.. . . . - . ,,.,.un t 11:s l , C h111h (FIF) organization made a s1rong showing '"''. 
1 

f frorTI 1 ,~ 
. 1- . . . Id. ·1 ·elf a oo -h siantlmg 1rmly hy 11s conv1ct1ons and ho mg I s rail.:-! d1 ur• 

of E's feminized order. while continuing IO r.dse up _a P1•1
1
':>£Vs and ;; 

· 1. · . I ·d ol 1hc for 1ra, 111cm,1iist!> wilf1in the C or E. wirh l 1e :11 . 

g.rowing fl1.:c1 of FJF-cornmissioncd regional clean.~. Ii •\·in!.! cagain 
flowt·ver. Forward\ recc.:111 na1ional assembly-be i.: 

01
-rcl)' on I 

· 'd I · 1·1 · ) I ''I it c:uin • · 1 Ill >,t\c 011 l 11.: J )crab track record elsewhere l lu .. ·ouJIL 1 la~1in11 fair lreatm..:111--rook !he bold step of asking ~JF(./:c.:c.: C or E it' 
en~uri: con1i11u!.!d onhouox episcopal ov1:rsight. w11lw~ ., ... 

111 
sllorr . 

·11 h l .,. '(.'l?SS,tr) I Id pos\1
1 

c.:. u1 >y mcaos of uuJside consccrators I IIL'. · · .• IO up 
10 Forward seems prepared lo do whatever il might takL 

hi~roric faith and order. . 
1 

Jf;IL:t ice. 
~canwhilc. a campaign for acceptance of homost::'.u/,o't1ccon1L' 

wllJ(.:h iook a do;,,en years afler the advcn1 of won11.:n pnc:-;I. 
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~ 
dominant in the American Church; notably ·~ 
came to the fore in the C of E within a year ~ 

E or its fir~, female presbyters. ~ 
But it seems there has been reaction .§ 

against that effort as well. as most recently ~ 
seen in the election of what appears to be a J 
largely Evangelical and/or theologically -g ;; 
conservative constituency to the General = 
Synod. And. the Archbishop of Canterbury 4 
has made several statements this year reaf- .§ 
firming the church ·s traditional scxuatny w 
teaching=-rhough one English constitu- ~ 
tional expert. interviewed on the "Nightline" ,;, 
program about the prospect of divorce be- -~ 
tween tht· hi nee and Princess of Wales. said ,s 
the Archbishop carries "no moral authority" '; 
in the country! .§ 

Meanwhile, the C of E has been grnppJi·n·g .~ 
with ramifications of the Church Comrnis- [ 
sioncrs · 800 million pound asset loss; this £ 
and other financial woes have led to a new 'B 
move to streamline and centralize ibe C of :) 
E's structure and operations. 

This has IMI some knock-on effect on the new women clergy. who 
arc having trouble finding parochial positions due to diocesan fund­ 
ing cutbacks and reorganization. More recently. women clergy 
blamed "discrimination" for the fact that only about 270 of the some 
1.500 women ordained priests are paid full time incumbents; a push 
for the right to.become bishops may be in the offing. One of the flying 
bishops now says that the huger problem is that most parishes don't 
wuru women priests. 

HOW IS 
MY 

PR.E'AC.HlNG? 

1-800-HERE-SY 

Favorite Cartoons 
()f 1995 

THE lVIDER CHRISTIAN SCENE 
The major news of ·95 in this category. announced late lust year 

but noted in this edition. is the statement by the Vatican removing all 
doubts about the binding nature of the Roman Catholic Church's 
teaching on an all-male priesthood. 

TI1is was a follow-up to the Pope's 1994 declaration that the 
Church has no authority to confer priestly ordination on women; and 
that its historic reaching on holy order must be "definitively" held by 
all Roman Cutholics. 

Rome's closure on women priests dashes the hopes of many 
western Catholics. notablv the 20.000-rnember Catholic Women's 
Ordination group. and hu~clreds of thousands involved in a sizeable 
modernist movement in Europe: and it means another plunge in 
prospects for continued Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue. 

Yet 1995 also saw an unprecedented papal letter celebrating and 
women's gifts and supporting equality for them in the workplace and_ 
at home. In this letter Pope John Paul II goes so far as praise women ·s 
liberation as "substantially a positive" process. 
The Pope also spoke strongly this past year on the "value and 

inviolability or human life," and reaffirmed ecumenism as a priority, 
with special focus on the Orthodox. This tcucr, in which the Pope 
also raises the possibility of n new role .for the papal primacy in a 
future reunited Church. was widelv seen as reviving a t1agging 
ecumenical movement. 

On another trout. TCC reported that North American Orthodox 
bishops have taken the lirs1 seeps toward unifying their multiple 
jurisdictions. though the move gut a cool reception ttorn the Ecu111i:11i­ 
cal Patriarch. 

CHURCH STRANGER THAN FICTION 
Truth is stranger than fiction. the saying goes. und nowhere docs 

it seem more so than in the Church. Here are some cases in point 

reported in TCC during 1995: 
"'Plans for an interfaith communion service blending Christian 

liturgy with :i pagan symbolic sex rite are dropped at the last rnorncnt. 
after warnings that the C of E priest involved would be breaking 
church law. The other officiant was to have been the principul of 
London's House of the: Goddess. 

"'A musician from St. John the Divine gees 2.00 Episcopalians at 
an environmental meeting.howling at the moon 10 show their oneness 
with the wolf. 

"'Residents of Letchmore Heath, Englund. complain char- Hare 
Krishnas have overrun their town, 
"Roman Catholic feminist Edwina Ga1ely tells a large ecumenical 

meeting that she follows a "god of the belly-button" who is always 
"conceived in darkness." 

,;.•nic Bisexual. Gay and Lesbian Alliance for Diversity sponsors 
its first film festival at ECUS.-\'s University of the South with a trio 
of flicks. including Mis/a Sisters, "in which lesbians complain about 
being mistaken for men." 

"'Ouste<l Dominican "creation spiritualist" Matthew Fox marks his 
soft landing in ECUS.-\ with a rock-style. multi-media "rave mass" 
i11 the undercroft of San Frunclscos Graci: Cathedral. while his 
protege. Fr. Chris Brain. founder L•f England's "rave" \inc O'Clock 
Service (NOS). ti;,s a hard fall from grace after getting ((11.) rn1.y with 
some of Nos· female congrcg.uus. Plans for the two 10 collaborate 
on a NOS-type community in California an: off. 

;, .. Transvestites. leather men. hornuscxual activists. Jilli hm110S(':I· 
ual couples ,, uh their small children in 11.n\' .. tum out fur a benefit for 
the gay Metropolitun Community Church held l when: else? t at the 
Conference Center or San Francisco's Roman Catholic Cathedral. 
prompting an outcry among 1h;n citys Catholic community. 

"'A l111i1ed Meihodis; ( UM\ orficial reveals her lesbiunism to r~sist 
"false tt':ichi11~s iluu have contributed ro heresy and homophobia 
within the church itself.'' 

-~ r\ service including !he worship of six ancient guddt:!~:-es led b\ 
frminit,t Carbolic tt'.i:oloi;ian R1),c111.1ry R,idfr,rd Reuther at th.: chapel 
llf lli\·l', Garren Evangelical Sc111i11a1y is dcknJed by Reuther for 
overcoming "Christian patterns of rdiginus bigo!J}.'. 

"The Bishup ,)t' Edinburgh. Richard Holll1w;1y. ,.,v~ Gt:d ~ah' \Is 
"promiscuous ~Clll'S .. w ensure uur survival and th~ church shm:ld 
be more umh::rst:mding of those who have simpl~ "folluw..:d their 
instincts't=prompiing one columnist to wonder- "When and \\ hi:n: 
was the Joey Buuafuoco gene discovered?" ■
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Barnes Urges Reversal Of 
C of E Decision For Women Priests 
The Church of England's third traditionalist "flying 

bishop" touched off a new skirmish on women priests 
recently by saying that the C of E's 1992 vote to admit them 
was "precipitate· and "silly." and ought to be reversed. 

Statements in a November BBC radio inteNiew by the 
Bishop of Richborough. Edwin Barnes, 'proved opposition 
to the ordination of women [is] alive and kicking and still 
very vocal," said The Church of England Newspaper. 

Media reports on Barnes· comments-which dovetailed 
with the Vatican declaration that the teaching on an all­ 
male priesthood is infallible-included a counter-claim 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury that the decision to 
ordain women priests had been a success, and word of a 
likely push for female bishops. 

Barnes said that there is no theological support for 
women priests, and most parishes have shown no eager­ 
ness for them. 

"Women cannot find jobs, because parishes which may 
have favoured them in theory, and were too nice to stand 
in their way, do not want them. It is not priests who are 
keeping them out; it's the parish representatives who say 

it n he said. · A nd 8 
'"Parishes which had not passed Resolu!ions a 

(barring women from celebrating in a parish, and f~om 
being in charge of it) think differently when their vicar 
leaves." . . • · ·1 r 

He said he and the other two provincial episcopal v111 o s 
(flying bishops) appointed to care for parishe~ anie~e;~ 
opposed to women priests are seeing a wowing arishes 
for their oversight. "These are country pans~es .. ~e have 
all over England, typical middle England, sayinfh se "'daft 
had enough'" and will not follow the C of E down e 
rout~s. "' . ~ b omplaints from 

His contentions may be corrobo, ated Y ~ . t bid for 
women clergy themsel~es. Thei_r ?~ssibly-im;;7rn~:iated to 
the right to become bishops wc1s said. to ~ . ng "dis­ 
mounting frustration among women priests ai~ priests 
crimination." Only 267 of more than 1,SOO w~~ed as full 
ordained since early 1994 have been apf?in d of bias. 
time. paid incumbent_s_; ma~y nave COfl:P arn~orward in 
Meanwhile, the traditionaust _organization. i ned one or 
Faith, says 825 parishes-one ,n 16-hav~ s ~ 
more of the resolutions banning wom_en prrei~~ has not 

Barnes also asserted that the innova redicted. 
stemmed falling clerical numbers .a~ had b~!~ ~ould re· 
"Whereas we were told that ordaining wo b of female 
solve the problem of numbers, the num er nt women 
candidates has fallen, and many of the P~~!~ ~ere or­ 
priests were past retirement age when 
dained... . h hurch can do 

"We have to recognise," he s~1d, "tha! .~ e c we've done 
wrong and silly things," later adding that. What 
we can undo." derate tone, 

Apparently seeking to introduce a 1'.lore mo f Ebbsfleet. 
one of the other flying bishops, John Richa~d~ 0 was that it 
explained that: ''What Edwin was emphasisinT E is happy 
must not be assumed that the whole of theb~C t~at ~s not the 
with the decision to ordain women. Palpah] Y not 1,appy. 
case. Substantial sections of the [churc are 

Forvvard-Sponsored Service Draws 2.500 To St. Paul's 

/ - 
~ ...... 

,. - 

I 

ANES (front 
THE BISHOP OF RICHBOROU<3H, EDWIN e~~ge's, Bickley, 
left) and Canon David Herbert, vicar of St. G f's Cathedral, 
join an exuberant group on the steps 01 SI. Pau ded by some 
London, following a November 25 mass atten inciding wllh 
2,500 traditionalists from all over England, ~oSynod. spon­ 
the first meeting of the newly-elected Genera Church of Eng• 
sored by Forward in Faith which represents pt women 

' • to acce ·1 land members unable in conscience K' had as 1 5 
priests, the mass on the eve of Christ the in~ n Masters. 
principal celebrant the Bishop of Edmonto~ ~r~~e Bishops 
Concelebrants, in addition to Barnes, mclu e hops James 
of Chichester Fulham and Ebbslleet; Bis 

100 
priests 

' ' dover F Johnson and Christopher Luxmoore; a~ hairman, r. 
aligned with Forward including its national c d He(bert}, 

' . B es an n John Broadhurst (immediately behind. arn The serrno 
and secretary, Fr. GeoHrey Kirk (not pictured),. the prlorY ?f 
was delivered by Mother Mary Teresa, SSM, or of FonNard 5 
Our Lady of Walsingham In Norfolk, a membe n Herbert was 
National Council. At the end of the mass, cane al dean ~or 
commissioned by Barnes as Forward's region n corn1T11S· 
Kent. Herbert thus became Forward's 14th dea al afflllated 
sioned to provide pastoral care and SUPP,?r1 to 10~ the organl­ 
cle~gy and parishes, as part of a "parallel _churc C off:, Pl70l0 
zation 1s raising up for traditionalists within tha 
/Jy Nicholas Spurling 
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Hope Calls For Traditional Wor-ship 
To Restore Cohesion , ... 
THE NEW ARCHBISHOP OF 
YORK, Dr. David Hope, says lhe 
Church of England is changing 
too last and should return to more 
traditlonal worship, reports The 
Daily Telegraph. The Anglo­ 
Catholic former Bishop or Lon­ 
don, who was enlhroned as 
Archbishop ol York in early De­ 
cember, said l~c is determined lo 
help those who feel lost in a con­ 
stantly chan£iing church by re­ 
storing a "consistent and coherent" 
liturgy. "His plans tor his time in 
office, which amount lo an Anglo­ 
Catholic liturgical manifesto. will 
be welcomed by members of the 
church who faar that the liberals 
and Evang:;l;,,als have hijacked 
the liturgy-introducing 'inclu­ 
stve' language, such as referring 
to God as She ;.;11d using guilars and modem pop hymns," said lhe 
Telegraph. "In an affirmation ol lraditlonal Church of England val• 
ues, Dr. Hope, 55, said he sought lo save the church from what he 
sees as a perilous path of constant innovation in the liturgy.'' Said 
Hope: "In order to ensure some cohesion and coherence as a church 
w~ need a public liturgy into which people can enter prayerfully, 
withou] thinking or reading. Therefore we need recognisable texts. 
There is great potency in some of the well-tried and traditional 
methods and we should not readily or easily discard them ... People 
n~ed their hearts and minds Ii fled to higher things. I want to empha­ 
sise the spiritual side of worship. Worship should be both awesome 
and accessible, otherwise we are selling people short." 

t ..,.,,..~ 
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~ut clearly women priests have been ordained and we are 
in the process of reception (to test the chamge) ... But it 
would be better if the issue were not continually raised and 
the church allowed to get on with its mission." 

He also argued that lhe current reception process made 
it conceivable, if unlikely, that the church might later con­ 
clude that "the decision has not worked out well and might 
be reconsidered." 
The new Bishop of London, Richard Chartres, regards 

the question of women priests as unresolved, and there­ 
fore has not ordained them; meanwhile he continues the 
church's policy of upholding two "integrities" on the issue. 
But he may have startled his traditionalist allies by saying 
at the time of Barnes' comments that he is an "enthusiastic" 
supporter of women priests, and intends for Lor.don to be 
a place where their ministries can develop. 

Archbishop George Carey implicitly discounted Barnes' 
claims about the negative impact of the C of E's break from, 
~postolic order by declaring during a visit to Spain-the 
first ever by an Archbishop of Canterbury-that there is "no 
rush of people" leaving lor the Roman Catholic Church 
over female priests. He asserted that, of the 4.000 priests 
it was said would leave the C of E due to the innovation, 
only about 250 have done so, "and the majo_rity of these 
are elderly and not all of them have become Roman 
Catholics." 

The Church of England Newspaper saw insufficient 
re~pe~t for the two "integrities" in Barnes' "outburst." Its 
editorial said an improbable repeal .of the women, priests 

decision could only come about if "the minority integ­ 
rity .. convince the majority that they had been wrong about 
ordaining women ... [l]f the traditionalist parishes pioneered 
mis~ion and evangelism. attracted young people to their 
services and produced many outstanding ordinands. and 
developed creative, non-priestly women's mlnistr:y, the rest, 
of the church would look on In envy ... Now there's a chal­ 
lenge for traditionalist parishes ... " 

Contacted after the interview. Barnes maintained that he 
had "said nothing extraordinary: adding ir1at it is his job to 
"speak out on behalf of those opposed. There are lwo 
legitimate opinions," he confirmed, adding that the church 
is in a phase of "discernment, and that rneans discerning 
what is right and what is wrong." 

Sources also included Church Times, Ecumenical News 
International and The Sunday Times 

Rome Cites Male-Only Priesthood 
As Infallible Teaching 

Question Of Women Deacons· Still' Ooen 
Special To THE CHALLENGE 

Any remaining question on whether women might be­ 
come priests in the Roman Catholic Church appears to 
have been definitively answered with the declaration-by the 
church's highest doctrinal authority that the teaching-on an 
all-male priesthood is infallible. 

The strongest statement on the subject up lo now had 
been Pope John Paul I1's May, 1994, statement, Ordinatio 
Sacerdotalis, in which he wrote that 'tbe church has no 
authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on 
women, and .. this judgment is to be definitively. held by all 
the church's faithful." It was noted at the time that the pontiff 
~ad ~~r~fully refrained irom employing the terminology ol 
1nfalhb1hty. reportedly at the request ot some of the church's 
bishops, and the Holy See received various inquiries from 
all over lhe world about the binding force of the declaration. 

Responding to I hose inquiries-and removing all doubts­ 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the Vatican 
agency charged with clarifying the church's ieaching, 
declared that the male-only priesthood is part ot ·•the 
deposit of faith"-that body of teachings Christ entrusted 
to the Church-and thus that the prohibition against 
women's ordination is an iniallible teaching, reqwring the 
full ~s_sent of Roman Catholics. Though it has the Pope's 
explicit approval, lhe teaching is not. however. an exercise 
of papal infallibility, but- one expressing the unchanged 
consensus of tlfle entire church's hierarchy, as part of the 
ordinary teaching rnagisterium of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

_ !he I requentiy-rnisunderstooo Roman concept of intalli­ 
b1hty essentially involves a belief that t11e continuing pres· 
ence of the Holy Spirit preserves the Church from error in 
its teaching, so that the laithful can nave full confidence in 
the doctrine taught by bishops in communion with the Pope 
throughout the world. Papal in! allibility, involved when the 
Pope propounds a doctrine ex ca!hedrn (explicit11 in- tus 
role as Vicar of Christ). is but one aspect of tbis teachi(,lg_ 
but ha~ o~ly been employed twice in history: by Pius IX in 
t~e ?ehnit1on ct the Immaculate Comception of ,he Blessed 
V1rg1.n (1854), and by Pius XII in the detinition ol the 
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WOC: struggling with ils mission in the wake of the Vatican declara­ 
Lion; the photo is from a promotional brochure for the organization. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin (1950). 
Commentators of various persuasions were swift to 

react to the Vatican pronouncement. "I am dumbfounded, 
frankly speaking," said Father Francis Sullivan, professor 
of theology at Boston College and specialist in questions 
of authority, whose article on the Pope's statement a year 
ago held that it was probably not an infallible teaching since 
it seemed to lack the concurrence of the world's bishops, 
at least those alive today. '·A greater authority than my own 
has come to a different conclusion." He suggested that this 
statement would pose a serious problem for individual 
consciences. 

Picking up on that theme, Father Richard P. McBrien, 
theology professor at the University of Notre Dame, said: 
"If the Pope wants us to believe that the prohibition against 
the ordination of women is a matter of divine law and divine 
faith such that the denial of lhis teaching is a heresy, then 
that puts everyone who disagrees outside of the Church. 
ls that what's being said?" He asserted that: "There are 
literally millions of Catholics in the [American] Church 
alone who see no reason why women can't be ordained, 
and they're not going to decide they're not Catholics. It is 
the Pope and the Vatican who will be seen as out of step." 

While this prediction will almost certainly hold true for 
large sections of the Roman Church in North America and 
Europe, Catholicism is experiencing renewal in the rest of 
the world, manifesting itself most notably in an upswing in 
numbers ot ordinations and professions to religious life as 
well as conversions. Even in the American Church, there 
is a growing conservative wing, voicing itself in new peri- 

odicals organizations. and religious orders. . . h 
It als~ appears that the cause of women's o~d1nat1on. as 

run into problems in North America. The premier orgarn~­ 
tion working for that goal, the over 12,000-mem k~ 
Women's Ordination Conference (WOC), spent the_ w~~ 
end of its 20th anniversary meeting in Arlington, ".'ir~mia, 
last November debating whether members were still inter­ 
ested in the goal of priestly ordination at all rn the present 
context. h Elizabeth 

Harvard Divinity School profes~or and aut or ,, of the 
Schussler-Fiorenza the "theological cornerstone 
conference accordi~g to one report, suggested that S\7J~ 
ing changes must be made _before w~men sh~~natio.n 
ordained. She said she is convinced that equ~l ore riest­ 
is the test case, but the transformation o_f a cehbat P,.. and 
hood, a hierarchical church, a ma!_e-clencal the_o_loir, re- 
what is now a "woman-free zone are uncondrtro . ~ 

ider ordination. requisites before women should even cons, 
1 

. as 
· t· "as ong Otherwise ''ordination means subordrna ton, . t d 

the Catholic Church remains '_'an _elite.,, male-d?;:ipe a 
sacred pyramidal order of dommat1'?n. .. She ra~.s 
vision of the church as "a discipleship of ~quals. sition 

Some at the meeting voiced apprehension or op0ooc to 
to the newer, more radical goal, and called upon to ordi­ 
continue supporting those women who_ felt called lls .. de­ 
nation. "We need spokespersons outside the wa • "We 
clared Sister Maureen Fiedler of_ the Ouix~te Cente;t that 
also need people with chisels inside, chiseling ~~ay Sheila 
institution, or it's never going to come _dow_n. r. ed. "To 
Briggs of the University of South~rn C~litorn,a ag~e litarian 
ordain women "she said "is to give thrs rotten, to a the 

' ' h become system that the Roman Catholic Church as 
push into the grave." . that each 

The group's organizers responded by urging her own 
person be given the space and support to f ol~o; th those 
convictions; WOC thus ends u~ m support .0 ~ Catholic 
women seeking ordination. within _the traditiona e struc­ 
priesthood, and those seeking to dismantle the v ry 
ture of Roman Catholicism. 

Women Deacons? 
· r its hopes While woe was experiencing f rustration ove S ciety of 

for women priests, however, the Canon Law °Catholic 
America made news by declaring that the Ro~an cons-a 
Church can ordain women as p~rm~nent ~~ism and 
subject that remains an open question m Cat~o ~ch state· 
has been left untouched in past papal and c u 
ments. . iety said 

In a report three years in the making, the Saeli "within 
that only a few changes in current church la'-;': ~ould be 
the authority of the Apostolic See to make, ons. and 
n~eded to permit the ordination of women a.s deaitates." It 
this "may even be desirable for the United ti e tourlh 
· · that 1 invokes the authority of precedent, noting f an order 
century "Apostolic Constitutions" clearly speak O widows, 
of de_aconesses open to virgins and mono_ganio~s,posiliO~ 
ordarned in the sanctuary by the bishop with the rn 

5 
in vari­ 

of hands. They flourished in the Eastern church_e church 
ous roles for about 1,000 years, and the Latin , 
allowed them for part of its early history. . 

0 
bistiop5 

The report said Rome could leave 11 up t) to decrde 
conferences (such as that for the U.S. Church 
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whether to permit deaconesses, giving each bishop within 
a conference so permitting the right to decide if his diocese 
should have them . 

. •THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY opined during 
his recent visit to Spain that the relationship between, the 
Anglican Communion and the Roman Catholic Church had 
become deeper and warmer in recent decades, according 
to Ecumenical News International. The two communions 
"are not at war with each other," he said, but added that "no 
church or denomination can avoid the challenge of the 
ordination of women to the priesthood." 

"HISTORIC HOLY ORDER AS "HERESY"? An otticiat 
with the World Alliance of Reiormed Churches has threat­ 
ened those who "stubbornly continue to use biblical· and 
theological reasons to refuse to ordain women, as minis­ 
ters" with censure for embracing "a kind of heretical 
position." 

Sources also included The New York Times, Washington 
Diocese, Our Sunday Visitor, Catholic World Report, •and 
Religious News Service/Christian New.s 

Has Women's Ordination "Peaked"? 
Study Shows Decline In 

Percentage Of U.S. Female Clergy 
A new study round that the percentage of female 

clergy has declined over the last eight years in churches 
that spearheaded their induction into the ministry 20 
years or more ago, such as the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), the United Methodist Church, as well as the 
Episcopal Church (ECUSA). 
The survey by Connecticut's Hartford Seminary of 

4,900 clergy in 16 Protestant denominations showed, 
that female ministers have often had to settle for-­ 
assistant positions, at an average $5,000 less in an­ 
nual salary and benefits than male clergy, factors 
which have evidently caused some women clerics to 
drop out altogether. 

The findings back up periodic complaints by female 
clergy themselves that they have never been accepted· 
on a par with their male counterparts, a situation they 
blame on persistent "sexism." Orthodox ohurchpeople 
would point to the witness of Scripture and Tradition as 
the primary reason for the limited acceptance of women 
priests and ministers. 

*ENROLLMENTS AT EPISCOPAL SEMINARIES 
HAVE DECLINED SHARPLY, reports The Living 
Church. Statistics compiled by the ECUSA's Board for 
Theological Education show that enrollment of junior 
(first year) students at the 11 Episcopal seminaries has 
dropped nearly 20 percent from a year age, irom 194 to 
156 new entrants. Only Nashotah House, Seabury­ 
Western and the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the 
Southwest showed gains in: incoming classes for the 
1995-96 academic year. Also, compared to 1994-95, 
more than 12 percent fewer students are now pursuing 
a master ot divinity degree. In total enrollment, 1004 
students are attending the 11 schools, a total of 27 less 
than last year. 

Sources also included The Washington Pos.t 

Executive Council Backs CaU 
To Require Women's Ordination 

The Episcopal Church's Executive Council has aligmed 
with ECUSA's House of Bishops in firmly endorsing a 
committee report recommending that the canon allowing 
women priests, adopted as a permissive measure in 
1976, be made mandatory at the next General Conven­ 
tion and enforced ihroughout the church. 

The Council narrowly defeated a proposal that it simply 
receive the report without endorsing it, choosinq instead 
to register its "sense and mind in support- of the docu­ 
ment. A slight nod to traditionalists came in a clause 
promoting continued "dialoque." though me present 
course would seem to leave no room for honming their 
convictions, which the canonical change would al\aw to 
be privately held but not exercised. 

The decision came in an October 30-November 3 
meeting in Birmingham. Alabama, during which the 
Council also had to deal with lower-than-expected dioce­ 
san pledges, making extensive cuts in the national 
church proqrarn to approve balanced budgets for 1995 
and "96. 

The "sometimes emotional" discussion ar1d' vote on 
women priests included the expression of concerns 
about how the change. would affect the four remaining. 
diocesan bishops who in conscience cannot ordain or 
accept female presbyters-Jack Iker of Fort Worth. Wil­ 
liam Wanlland of Eau Claire (WI), John-David Schofield 
of San Joaquin (CA), and Keith Ackerman of Quincy 
(ll)-and their dioceses: there are many traditionalists 
scattered tnrcuqhout other dioceses as well. But such 
views were countered by concerns voiced about those in 
the aifected dioceses, especially women and young girls. 
"who are being denied a model ct ministry." 

The Rev. Canon Gay Jennings of the Diocese of Ohio. 
presenting the report to the Council. claimed it was not 
the committee's wish to "legislate anyone out of 11:10 
church," and stressed that the canonical changes would 
not require a bishop to ordain women, but simply guar­ 
anteed that the ordination process ot each diocese would 
be open to them. 

Rita Moyer of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, a member 
of the committee's traditionalist minority, pointed out that 
diocesan bishops would still be forced by the proposed 
change to license women to serve as priests in their 
dioceses even if they don't believe that women can oe 
priests. She asked why the churcb must mandate a 
theological position on this matter (still, divided in the 
Anglican Communion at lc1rge) when it has never done 
so betore. 

Bui other Council members opined that the church had 
lived with the tension ot ambiguity on this issue long 
enough. "Would we be doing this ii we were talking about 
a person's race and not a person's God-given sex?" 
asked the Re•,. Fran Toy of California. 

There was clearly some discomfort. though, at tne 
prospect of resolving such a highly-charged, controver­ 
sial issue by legislative coercion. ··t dislike this 1Nc1y af, 
doing things,'' said John Mccann ot Kentucky The 
Church can't say, 'I have. the power,' or 'You have the 
power,' but that God has the power.' The Very Rev. 
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George Werner of Pittsburg, vice president of the ~ouse 
of Deputies and ex officio member of the Council, was 
concerned about the means of enforcement. "What is the, 
'Or else?" he asked, suggesting that the church's future 
might hold more presentments or canonical charges such 
as those which have led to the trial of Bishop Waller 
Righter on the homosexual issue. Canon Jennings re­ 
sponded by asserting that none of the committee mem­ 
bers was interested in seeing more presentments, and 
that there was time before the 1997 General Convention 
to work with the four dioceses and all parties to "find a 
way for the consciences of all to be upheld." 

Source: Episcopal News Service 

Celebration, Conciliation 
Mark Women's Caucus Meeting 

The strong support for mandating women's ordination 
throughout the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) registered by the 
House of Bishops in its recent meeting in Portland, Oregon, 
gave the Episcopal Women's Caucus (EWC) reason to 
sound some festive as well as conciliatory and cautious 
notes at its annual gathering September 29-October 1, 
notably held in the conservative stronghold of Fort Worth. 

Buoyed by the s-to-t vote of confidence from the 
bishops. Caucus speakers found themselves able to 
acknowledge the painful divisions still afflicting the 
church. and urged caution because, in the words of 
television commentator Katie Sherrod, homilist at the 
meeting's Eucharist and wife of a Fort Worth priest, it is 
easy 'to write off another human being, discount her, 
trivialize him, especially those who have written us off at 
one time or another ... Oppressing former oppressors is 
the worst thing any of us can do, not only to them, but to 
ourselves: 

The choice of Fort Worth. the center of the traditionalist 
Episcopal Synod of America tESA), as the site of the 
conference was significant. ·we are here in Fort Worth 
for solidarity ... said the Rev. Cynthia Black, EWC presi- 

THE NE".V DEAN OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL SCHOOL FOR MINISTRY 
1~ Ambridge, Pennsylvania, is the Rev. Dr. Peter Moore, rector of 
Little Trinity Church, Toronto. According to Episcopal News Service, 
Moore found~? FOCUS (the Fellowship of Christians in Universities 
and Schools) _in the l_ate 1960s and, in the early '70s, helped found 
the: conservative Trinity seminary itself, serving as the first chairman 

of its board of trustees. By action 
• of_ the_ board, he now becomes 

Trinity s f?urth dean, succeeding 
Bishop William Frey, who came to 
th_e school in 1990 afler serving as 
Bishop .. o! C~lorado. Frey said 
f.1oore will bring to the school 
wealth of experience a gene a . • rous 
mind_, an.~ a fresh perspective on 
rn1ss1on_. · Moore said his "vision 
tor Trinity Is that we help 

I. . put a 
so Id theological foundatio 
dernealh the renewal that G:J~~ 
pouring out upon the church. I 
want the ~chool to continue 10 be 
a handmaid ol the Spirit in our life 
together. The world needs both 
the Word and the Spirt 
th d 

1, needs 
em esperately but v .11 

hear if we show th~m in 0
1
~r 11~;_

1.¥ 
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dent, to the more than 100 women and some men in 
attendance; they included over 20 women from the Fort 
Worth diocese. who "feel so isolated from the rest of the 
church," according to one of their number. 

In its resolution welcoming the bishops' mind-ct-the­ 
House statement, the Caucus asserted, however, that 
"no one was victorious and no one was defeated by this 
action," and pledged to "extend our hand in love and 
friendship to all in our church." At the same time, EWC 
offered its help in implementing the proposed canon and 
called on the Executive Council to continue the commit­ 
tee whose work led to the bishops' vote. 

In her keynote speech centered on the conference 
theme, "Power Tools For Women," Pamela Darling, 
author of New Wine: The Story of Women Transform­ 
ing Leadership and Power in the Episcopal Church, 
warned participants against using the "power tools ot 
patriarchy: force, intimidation, harassment. violence, co­ 
ercion," in trying to dismantle patriarchy. "The master's 
tools will never dismantle the master's house," she said, 
quoting poet Audre Lorde. She pointed out, too, that 
traditionalists were quite correct in seeing the changes in 
the church as momentous and important. 

"The traditionalists are right," she said. "It is all con­ 
nected-women, ordination, language. sex, authority, 
Scripture ... Patriarchy rests on their interlocking tounoa­ 
tion. If you change one piece, all the rest will be desta­ 
bilized. 
"This is scary. Let's not pretend that it's not. Let's not 

demean our traditionalist brothers and sisters by assert­ 
ing that it's no big deal, or that their fears are groundless, 
or that we are not changing the 'church of their youth."' 
As women, "we must witness to them-not by bitter 
argument but by letting them see in our lives that these 
changes are the fruit of the Spirit..." 

The irenic tone could not, of course, obscure orthodox 
protestations that a 2,000-year order is being overturned, 
a significant ecumenical obstacle erected and, as the 
canon permitting women's ordination is changed to one 
mandating it throughout the church, violence is being 
done to the conscience of traditionalists. Commenting on 
the meeting and its venue, ESA's newsletter Foundations 
stated that: "The implied message to (Fort Worth Bishop 
Jack] Iker, who had just returned from Portland (and hcl:d 
n~ver been notified officially of EWC's incursion into his 
diocese): No place to run, no place to hide. Nor had ~WC, 
the cuttmg-edge organization for Episcopal fem1ni5ts, 
any desire to hide its own aspirations. These were made 
clear in all that was said and done. Speakers proudly 
asserted their desire to substitute for the church's 'power 
structure' a structure more in keeping with their own 
sensibilities ... " 
There was also a delegation of churchwomen of the 

For( ~orth Diocese who delivered a letter to the E~C~ 
advising the group that they had just gathered to giv 
prayerful thanks for the faithful witness of the huncireds 
01 women active in the work of the Fort Worth diocese­ 
"Many of th ' d by thB a ese women might not be represente . " 
t~eenda, th0ug~ts and/or positions of your g~tllenni~t 
mi~t~ted, Slatin~ their belief that " .. the most 1~7portoli- 
f Ines for Christians are not based on prestige, p 
ic
3
s or worldly values, but on God's holy Word ... " 
ources als · · e 0 included Episcopal News Serv,c 
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BISHOPS SERVIMG ON ECUSA'S COURT FOR THE TRIAL OF A BISHOP rise alter a sesslcn ol the pretirrunurv heoring in the case ol Bishop' 
Walter Righter in Hart lord Connecticut December a. The constituency of the court itself was the subject of prosecution motions at the 
hearing. From left, court rnernbers show~ are: Bishops Douglas Theuner ot Ne\11 Hampshire; Andrew Fairlie Id of North Dakota; Ca~ll Tennis 
of Delaware; Edward Jones al Indianapolis, court presidenl; Arlhur Walmsley (retired) ol Ccnnectlcut; Frederick Barsch of Los Angeles; 
and Donis Pa lier son (retired) of Dallas. Also serving on, Iha court-are Bishops Robert While of MIiwaukee and Robert Johnson-of N'or:th 
Carolina. Episcopi:.11 News Service photo by James Solheim. 

Decision On Doctrinal Nature 
Of Righter Case Awaited 

Meanwhile, Challenge To Four Judges Fails 
T~e Episcopal Church's (ECUSA) Court for the Tria!iof 

a B1~hop has rejected a prosecution motion challenging 
the impartiality of four of its nine judges in the case 
involving Bishop Walter Righter. though at least two of 
them have done the same thing of which Righter is 
accused: ordained a noncelibate homosexual. 

Meeting for a pre-trial hearing December 8 at Ch~ist 
Church Cathedral, Hartford, Connecticut, the court also 
made a second change of venue, deciding that alHur:ther 
proceedings in the Righter matter will be held in Wilr:Ding· 
ton. Delaware. 

A good portion ot the court's time was spent hearing 
arguments on how best to handle the two counts con­ 
fron_ting Righter, the retired Bishop of Iowa and a for".1er 
assistant bishop in Newark. However, both parties 
~greed that the court must first rule on whether the case 
involves a doctrinal matter, which-while orthodox 
~hurchmen have no doubts about it-has been called 
into question by the defense Righter has made against 
the charges. 

Th~ first count charges Righter with violating ch_urch 
doctrine by ordaining the Rev. Barry Stopfel. an acll_vely 
gay man, to the diaconate in 1990: Stopfel was ordained 
a priest by Newark Bishop John Spong a year late_r, and 
~o_w serves as rector of one of Newark's large:st parishes, 
living with his partner at in the church rectory. The second 
co~nt charges Righter with violating his ordination vows 
to conform to the doctrine" of ECUSA. 

_According to a report by Doug LeBlanc, editor of United 
Voice, the court must decide conflicting motions on h0W to 
handle the two-count presentment, whether to set aside 
the second of the two counts against Righter. as proposed 
by _his attorney, Michael Rehill, or to separate the issues 
while considering both counts. as proposed by church 
advocate (prosecutor) Hugo Blankingsl1ip Jr. 

Both Blan kingship and Rehill agreed. however, that the 

court should first determine whether the ordination at 
noncelibate homosexual clergy is a matter at doctrine. If 
the court rules that the issue is not doctrinal. both attor­ 
neys agreed that the case need not proceed; for orthodox 
Episcopalians. such an outcome would ':lean that, the 
church no longer regards the teaching against hornosex­ 
ua] practice as a doctrine to which all clergy must con- 
form. 

Meanwhile, Blankingship made unsuccessful bids· to 
remove or challenge the impartiality at four judges hear­ 
ing the case-Bishop Ted Jones of Indianapolis. the 
court's presiding judge. and Bishops Douglas Theuner of 
New Hampshire. Frederick Borsch of· Los Angeles and 
Arthur \Nalmsley (retired) of Conneciicut-based on- the 
fact that the former two had ordained noncelibate gays, 
and that all four were among some 70 bishops (including 
Righter) who signed the rKoinonis: statement supporting 
such ordinations. The statement was circulated at the '94 
General Convenlion. 

According to Le8Ianc. Barsch said the latter statement 
was a response to the ·Affirmation·· signed by 011er 100 
bishops at the same convention, which, though it upheld 
the church's historic sexuality doctrine. Barsch claimed 
had sprung from "some political motivations." Righter-'s 
attorney thus essentially argued that iti has was hard· to 
find any Episcopal bishops who are impartial. since most 
of them have signed documents or voted in ways th81 
commit them: to either side of the sexuality debate. 

In rejecting the motion that Jones and: Theuner recuse 
themselves as judges in the case. Jones said the court 
would issue a written explanation 0f the deeisionat a later 
date. 

Originally slated to take place in Chicago. an offer tr:om 
the Episcopal Diocese ot Connecticut to host the Righter 
trial. mc1i<ing it more convenient to the bishop's home in 
New Hampshire, was withdrawn following strong com, 
plaints from clergy and laity 0f the diocese, accordinq to 
Episcopal News Service. 

The next court session in the case. is set F~br1:.1ary 27-29 
in \i\/ilmington. 
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Another Active Gay Priested; 
Woman Priest "Comes Out" 

A backdrop to the December 8 hearing was lowered a 
few days earlier, when Pennsylvania Bishop Allen Bartlett 
ordained a practicing homosexual. David Morris. to the 
priesthood. undaunted by the fact that a group of clergy 
and laity had already moved to seek a presentment 
against him tor ordaining Morris to the diaconate in late 
1994. That action is apparently on hold until after settle­ 
ment of the Righter case. 

The rites took place at the Church of St. Andrew's-in­ 
the Field, Somerton. which Morris serves as an assistant. 

In a letter notifying diocesan clergy ot the ordination 
before it took place, Bartlett reiterated that Morris "has 
been living in a committed monogamous same-sex rela­ 
tionship for many years," but had been approved for his 
diaconal ordination by various diocesan bodies with over­ 
sight in the matter. his seminary, and those who admin­ 
istered psychological tests. "His service as a deacon has 
been without reproach," Bartlett stated. 

Morris was approved for priesthood after a review by 
relevant diocesan panels, he said. Bartlett also reported 
that he conferred about the ordination with other bishops 
of ECUSA's Third Province. "Two of the bishops ex­ 
pressed a wish that I not proceed; all others said they 
would not object," he said. 

··Aware that not all will look with favor on this action," 
he urged clergy to exercise "appropriate pastoral sensi­ 
tivity" on the matter. 

BISHOP ALLEN BARTLETT of Pennsylva­ 
nia, who ordained an openly gay man to 
the priesthood just days before the 
Righter hearing, In a photo from the '94 
General Convention 

Bartlett is one of over 30 bish­ 
ops who recently signed a state­ 
ment of solidarity with Righter, 

!/ pledging inter alia that, should 
Righter be found guilty and be 
sentenced, they wilt consider 

themselves guilty and "accept his sentence as our own." 
The signatories include several other bishops who have 
ordained noncelibate homosexuals-Spong of Newark, 
Wood of Michigan, Haines and Dixon of Washington­ 
and some other names of note, including that of former 
Presiding Bishop John E. Hines. 
Meanwhile, a 41-year-old woman priest, Tracey Lind, 

"came out" before a throng of cameras and parishioners 
at St. Paul's Church, Paterson, New Jersey, October 15, 
telling them she was in a loving committed relationship 
with another woman. She said she was coming out not 
to "flaunt my sexuality" but "because the Gospel de­ 
mands it for the sake of justice." 

Legal Fund Started 
Liberal church leaders, angry that conservatives have 

managed to get the test case on ECUSA's sexuality doc­ 
trine to ecclesiastical court, have verbally fired on the 

Spong Keynotes Gay Confab 
At Clinton's Church 

With Episcopal Bishop John Spong of Newark as key­ 
note speaker, a homosexuality symposium at Foundry 
United Methodist Church, Washington-whose regular 
Sunday worshippers include President and Mrs. Clinton­ 
featured "ridicule of the Christmas Nativity story, specula­ 
tion about Jesus as a 'drag queen,' praise for homosexual 
marriage, and a declaration that the Ten Commandments 
are 'immoral." 

So says a release from the Washington-based Institute 
on Religion and Democracy (IRD) about the November 
1 O day-long "celebration" at Foundry organized by 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays). Called "Sharing Our Rainbow of Light," the sym­ 
posium's speakers "at times surprised even their mostly 
homosexual audience of several hundreds persons with 
their denial of traditional religious beliefs," said the IRD 
report by Mark Tooley. 

·'Every image of God is mythological," Spong declared 
in his comments, during which he reiterated several of his 
deconstructionist claims. He said the resurrection and 
virgin birth of Jesus did not literally happen but were just 
"interpreted" that way. Likewise, he thinks the disciple 
Judas and Jesus· earthly father, Joseph, were fictional 
characters whom the early church created. Spong called 
the Ten Commandments "immoral" because they "deflne 
women as property." He criticized the Pope for refusing 
to ordain women as priests. "Jesus never appointed any 

Polish males either," he was quoted as saying. 
Repeating a suggestion from one of his books, Spong 

opined that St. Paul was a homosexual. "Our primary 
understanding of God's grace came from a self-hating, 
gay man," he said. The bishop termed legitimizing homo­ 
sexuality in the church "a total justice issue exactly like 
the civil rights movement." 

Noting that he has 15 "out-of-the-closet" priests in his 
own diocese, Spong recalled with pride that the first 
woman he ordained in 1977 later declared her lesbian­ 
ism. "I have given my all to this life and death struggle 
within the Episcopal Church," he declared. "I will sacrifice 
my career if I must." 
The symposium was concluded at Foundry with an 

ecumenical worship service involving numerous clergy, 
including a Washington Roman Catholic priest who said 
he had recently "come out publicly." United Methodist 
minister Harry Kieley declared that "Jesus is speaking as 
a gay man to the church today," and said his church had 
been "supporting the persecution of human beings." One 
worship leader identified herself as a "lesbian Unitarian." 

During the service, male couples held each other. and 
kissed in the pews during the service, the report said. A 
banner behind the altar carried the rainbow surrounded 
by skulls(?), supposedly symbolizing "truth, justice, rec­ 
onciliation and peace." The Rev. Kwabena Rainey 
Cheeks of the Inner Light Unity Fellowship, a New Age 
group, prayed to "ancestors, lights, angels, saints and the 
spirits of Buddha, Mohammed and Jesus." 
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proceeding from various angles, but expeti'se has been a 
common theme. 

The national church claims its cost may be $200,000 to 
$500,000, while Rehill anticipates that Righter's expenses 
could exceed $200,000, though this is largely because he 
pl_ans to call some 100 witnesses if the matter proceeds to 
lnal on the merits. 

But the ten episcopal "presenters" (accusers) of Righter 
believe the money will be well spent if it restores orthodox 
order o~ the gay issue in ECUSA, at least while it is Still 
under discussion: at least live other bishops (and Integrity 
says the figure is much higher) have also unilaterally 
ordained active homosexuals, and may ultimately lace 
charqss as well. The spokesman for the presenters, 
Bishop James Stanton of Dallas, said he felt that the costs 
f?r the proceeding had to be weighted alongside the effort, 
time ~rnd millions of dollars expended on the church's 
triennial General Convention. If the convention speaks for 
the_ wh?I~ church and if its statements (such as those 
maintaining traditional sexuality teaching) "can be 
sh~ugged off, tt then order and discipline go out the door, he 
said. 

A legal defense fund tor Righter has been started in 
Newark, and according to the Rev. Richard Kim, spokes­ 
man for the new Concerned Clergy and Laity of the Epis­ 
copal Church (CCLEC), lhe ten presenter bishops have 
now started a fund to help pay legal fees for prosecuting 
the case which will not be covered by the national church. 
The ten are "taking the leadership initiative to contribute 
pe~sonally toward the fund," said Kim, ur0ing other clergy 
to jom him in doing the same, in light of the fact that the 
case involves a violation of ordination vows, and !he 
authority of Holy Scripture. (Presentment Fund; c/o- Dio­ 
cese of Central Florida, 1017 E. Robinsoo, Orland0, FL 
32801) 

Sources also included The Living Church, The Witness 
and Religious News Service/Christian News 

Browning Ignored Advice Of 
Longtime Friend To Fire Cooke 

Bishop Furman Stough, who worked at the Episcopal! 
Church Center in New York during the tenure of former 
treasurer Ellen Cooke, said he tried in vain to convince 
Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning, his friend of near.l.y 
50 years, that Cooke was out of control and should be 
fired, even before her theft of $2.2 million in church funds 
was known. 
. The first week Stough began working as senior execu­ 
tive for mission planning and deputy tor the Presiding 
Bishop's Fund for World Relief, Cooke and he ''just 
clashed," he said. Stough is the former Bishop or Ala­ 
b'.'1-ma who returned there two years ago as assistant 
bishop, despite having to cope with some serious health 
problems in recent years. 

According to a report in the Birmingham News, he said 
he quickly noticed Cooke tried to exert dictatorial control 
over church headquarters and intimidated start. ··1 went 
to her and said, ·1 need the Presiding Bishop Fund state­ 
~ents f?r the trustee board meeting,"' Stough recalled. 
She said, 'That's confidential.' I said, 'Confidential? I'm 
the one responsible tor the funds."' 

Lesbian PrlestClaims Harassment. 
A former parishioner of a Diocese of Nel/Jark comgrega~ 

lion has pied not guilty to charges that she harassed the 
openly lesbian rector o! St. Gregory's Church. Parisippariy, 
New Jersey, because of her sexual orientation. 
Spokesmen for Mary Cornes. who races a criminal 

charge under the state's new sexual bias harassment 
code, say the issue involved was never homosexuality but 
the general behavior of the rector. the Rev. Karen C. 
Murphey. 

Murphey claims the campaign against her. allegedly·led 
by Cornes, involved harassing telephone calls, verbal at­ 
tacks and slanderous allegations that included insinu­ 
at ions that nursery school children were· not safe near her 
because she is a lesbian. 

A fecal news report indicated that Murphey has also,filed 
a civil suit whose respondents include Cornes (who now 
lives in Plano, Texas) and other former parishioners of St. 
Gregory's, Sherry Beckwith and Dennis Shepard, 

The former members say Murphey took issue with a 
petition reportedly initiated b.y Cornes and signed by 34 
parishioners that demanded a review of Murphey's status 
and accused her of usurping the authority of vestry mem­ 
bers, using some foul language, provocative references to 
her sexuality in sermons, and forcing out people who did 
not agree with her. They say the record needs to be set 
straight. not only in their cases, but for the 44 other families 
they say left the church when the internal fightin·g: erupted 
last fall in the 12O-rnember congregation. 

"The fact is, this appears to be a case ot First Amend­ 
ment rights-my client's right to free speech and her 
freedom of religious expression," said Cornes' lawyer. 
Michael Ascher. 

Both parties to the dispute also claim that at least one 
incidence of assault occurred during the conflict. 

Murphey's orientation was reportedly known .when she 
was called to the parish in 1994. and her appointment was 
endorsed by the diocesar.-Bishop John Spong. 

Sources included The Living Church 

That began an ongoing battle between Stough and 
Cooke thal resulted in Slough telling:his best friend, Brown­ 
ing, that Cooke had ruined morale in the office. that higl;J­ 
ranking personnel. most of them: women. were afraid of 
Cooke, and she should be sacked. But Browning brushed 
aside his friend's advice in Iavor or his goal of incorporating 
more women into the church's uocer .nanaqement. 

Cooke's later claim that she .vas dri•1e1 ::: :118 .nassive 
fraud by her- sexist work envi­ 
ronment just didri': make 
sense, Stough said. 

Though he was not reatly 

PRESIDING BISHOP BRO'NNl~lG 
brushed aside the advice ot his lonq­ 
time friend, Bishop Furman Stou9h. 
10 sock the "dictatorial" emplo,ce 
who had ruined ottlce morale, and 
was laler lound to have stolen 
church funds. 
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surprised when he learned of Cooke's theft. he said he 
had not suspected it earlier. "I didn't think she was that 
type of person. She struck me as dictatorial, but not as a 
thief.~ 

Despite Browning's refusal to heed his advice, Stough 
has staunchly defended his best friend and._ contrary to 
a wave of recent calls. has not advised Browning to resign 
before his term expires in 1997, because he does not 
think it would help. "If he resigned, it would be absolute 
chaos," Stough said. ··11 wouldn't help a thing:· 

He said he and Browning talk about once a_ w~ek. _"I 
just try to give him pastoral support," Stough said. He 1s 
under enormous pressure." 

Though some Episcopalian~ would de~ur, he asserted 
that Episcopalians should realize that their system 1s one 
of church government by consensus ~nd tha) the church 
will simply have to navigate through d1ff1cul! Issu_es such 
as the ordination of homosexuals with c1v1l dialogue. 
Much of the criticism of Browning has been fueled by his 
support of the trend toward full acceptance of homosexu­ 
als in the church. Stough seemed to suggest that Brown­ 
ing sees that issue as social rather than doctrinal. He 
noted that the presiding bishop is "accused of not exer­ 
cising leadership," but that Browning is "absolutely con­ 
vinced that when he addresses social issues," that's. 
leadership. 

UECNA Adopts Major Changes, 
Elects New Presiding Bishop 

Enacting a tidal wave of change, delegates to the 
United Episcopal Church of North America's (UECNA) 
November convention in Pensacola, Florida, abolished 
two dioceses and two missionary districts to unify the 
church into one entity, and elected a new presiding 
bishop to succeed John Gramley, who had been in semi­ 
retirement due to declining health. 

The consolidation, which includes "the elimination of 
diocesan treasuries," with "their assets and future parish 
tithes [going] directly to the national church treasury," has, 
however, been protested by a few in the small Continuing 
Church body who say the action was uncanonical and 
taken without consideration of legal ramifications. 

In the face of what one cleric reported was a serious 
decline in member parishes, from 44 to 17, delegates 
considered five options, including one to take UECNA 
into another Continuing Church body, but chose to unify 
the jurisdiction to "strengthen (its] personnel and financial 
resources." 
The House of Bishops accepted the move "with cau­ 

tion." A four-member committee was appointed to guide 
the transition, while a newly-elected 11-member standing 
committee apparently replaces a previously-functioning 
national council. 

Reports from attending clerics also ditter as to whether 
Gramley voluntarily retired or was removed on a success­ 
ful motion that he be replaced because of "physical disabil­ 
ity." But the gathering, rejecting a House of Bishops· 
request that a suffragan be chosen instead. elected as 
Gramley's successor the Rev. Stephen C. Reber, 57, of 
Statesville, North Carolina, a former Episcopalian ordained 
a priest in 1990 by the late Bishop James Dees, founder 

GONNA BUILD A MOUN- 
TAIN-That's seems about 
lhe size ol the undertaking, 
but lhree Continuing Angll- I 
can brothers ol lhe Order of 
St. Augustine in Canada's 
Province of St. Ambrose are 
determined lo raise funds to 
erect the lirst Augustinian 
House wilhin the Anglican 
Catholic Church of Canada 
(ACCC). a province of the 
Traditional Anglican Com­ 
munion (TAC). "If our small 
community is lo survive and 
grow, ii is essential that we 
have a house to which men 
seeking the religious life 
may come and test their vo­ 
cation and perhaps, God 
willing, to join our Order," 
says a release. "These men 
who come must have a place that is quiet, filled with prayer and 
without the distractions or the world, in which to discern the WIii of 

,. 
,i" .. 

L
/'I 

\ 
. 

:·: . .:::,. 

.-✓··•• 

~ . : :11 

of the small Anglican Orthodox Church (AOC). Reber's 
nominator, Newman Compton, said Reber is committed to 
mandating use of the 1928 prayer book throughout UECNA 
and will be active in visiting all congregations. Reber has 
been linked with UECNA since being conditionally or­ 
dained deacon and priest by Gramley in 1994, sources 
said, though his parish was not affiliated with UECNA at 
the time of his election. 
One cleric noted that episcopal succession has been 

an issue in the UECNA for some time, notably since the 
retirement ot the previous presiding bishop, Albion 
Knight; Gramley had also become the sole remaining 
active bishop in the church. 

Married with two children, Bishop-elect Reber was ten­ 
tatively due to be consecrated January 30 in Hillsborough, 
North Carolina. 

However, since some clearly believe the convention 
acted improperly, it appears the church faces further 
losses. Some also fear that UECNA's intercommunion 
agreement with the Anglican Catholic Church is imperiled 
by the developments. 

Sources in addition to those contacted by phone in­ 
cluded written information compiled by the Rev. Hugh 
Hall and from the AOC. 

ACCC Laments Loss Of An 
"Old-Fashioned, Solid Anglican Priest" 
Canadian Continuing Churchmen are mourning the 

death September 8 of the Rev. Charles Bryce, who spent 
much of his "retirement" serving parishes of the Anglican 
Catholic Church of Canada (ACCC). 

Born in 1914 and ordained to the priesthood in 1943 in 
British Columbia, Bryce served a full ministry within. par­ 
ishes of the Anglican Church of Canada and the Episcopal 
Church. and 11 years as chaplain to the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. 

"But Fr. Bryce did not know tile meaning of 'finally,"' wr?te 
ACCC leader, Bishop Robert Mercer, C.R. "In hts 'retire­ 
ment' he helped Fr. James Penrice at St. David's, Vancou- 
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God." The three brothers say they have 
had great support In their plans from 
Bishop Robert Mercer, C.R., who leads· 
ACCC, lrom !heir episcopal visitor, 
Bishop Alfred Woolcock, as well as from 
TAC's Primate, the Most Rev. Louis Falk, 
who was among the first to contribute lo 
the brothers· building fund. The three 
presently llve south of Halifax, Mova see- 
tia. The prospective site of the House is 
on a piece of undeveloped land "which 
will assure peace and quiet." General 
plans are lo build a house big enough to 
accommodate six brothers and a couple 
of guests once in a while, and a chapel 
large enough for a small congregation 
from the area. lr.quiries or de-natiors can be 
oueaeo to: Order of Si. Augustine. Br. Francis 
Chene: OSA. King's College Chapel. Hali­ 
fax. Nova Scotia. Canada 83H 24 r. Cana­ 
clian residents should make donations 
payable to Anglican Catholic Con.-ent Sod· 

er1, earmarked Monas,c>rv Fund. and mail tt>em to· Mrs. Joan de Catan­ 
zaro . .JOJ-45 Holland A,,e .. Ottawa. Ontario K 1Y 4S3. 

.. - ~-· 
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var, from 1979-84. At this time he came in contact with Fr, 
E.S. Gale and the [ACCC) and decided to devote himself 
to helping us in our need in our parish ot St. Mary and St. 
Martha. Some time later a new parish began in Vancouver, 
Holy Redeemer, and Fr. Bryce took on the very difficult job· 
ot rector there." When his health began to decline and he 
could not make the long drive to Vancouver from his home 
in Abbo.tsford, "he then gave his services to our parish, in, 
~atsqu.1, St. Michael's, until his lung cancer made this, 
Imposs1ble for him ... 

"Father Charles was an exceptionally kind, thoughtful, 
g~ntle priest, but behind this personality was the true steel," 
Bishop Mercer wrote. "No compromising lhe Faith one iota. 
He ~as what I like to call a 'standard, old-tashioned, solid 
Anghc~n Priest.' Not a 'party' man, he was equally at ease 
in a wide variety of churchmanship. As long as it was the 
Prayer Book and the Gospel, offered to the Glor, at God.in 
decency and order, he never fussed about how it should be 
expressed ceremonially. His first concern was the cure ot 
souls ... ~ 

. His well-attended requiem mass was sung by his old 
fnend, Fr. Penrice, at St. David's, Vancouver, witlil the. 
ACCC's Bishop Robert Crawley in attendance. 

ACC's Festival In N. W. England 
Draws Many To Historic Kelci Chapel 
"It is highly probable that more than 400 years have 

elapsed since .. the Mass was last ottered" within the small 
stone Kelci Chapel near the tiny English village of Shap in 
the remote. northerly hill country of Cumbria. 

But on September 2 it was filled wilh traditional Anglicans 
attending a eucharist ce!ebrated by the Rt. Rev. Leslie 
Hamlett. Bishop of the United Kingdom ,.•,ithin the Anglican 
Catholic Church (ACC). a leading Continuing Church bcdy, 
assisted by several ACC clergy of the region. Writing in Tn« 
Trinitarian, special correspondent Anthony Sparrow noted 
that the faithful came from various points to attend the 
ACC's North Western,Festival-Carlisle. Newcastle-upon­ 
Tyne, Durham, Allerton, Burnley, Manchester and Stoke­ 
on-Trent. 
"Keld Chapel is a former chantry chapel which was once 

ser,ed by the Cistercian monks of the nearby Shap Abbey," 
reported Sparrow. ·'Having been reappropriated for use, 
following the upheavals of the 16th century, trst as a cattle 
shed and later, Imm the 17th century, as a cottage, a 
meeting place for various religious sects and a lodging 
house for navies, it eventually passed into the hands of the 
National Trust." 

In his sermon, Bishop Hamlett stressed the absolute 
priority for the ACC of evangelism. without which the 
Church cannot survive. In one sense. he said, the Church's 
task today is more difficult than of old, because it now exists 
within a truly post-Christian society. 

Bishop Hamlett asserted that the ACC is not an Anglo­ 
Catholic ghetto. but exists to proclaim boldly the Good 
News about God and His Holy Catholic Church, and has a 
divine calling to bridge the present gulf between the east­ 
ern and western branches ot the Church, thereby advanc­ 
ing the reunion of Christendom. 

The turn-out for the festival was evidently larger than 
expected. During Holy Communion:. '[sluch was the swell 
oi communicants. up to 80 in number. pressing toward the 
sanctuary," Sparrow wrote, "that the sacrament could be 
administered, eventually, in one kind only and in divided 
hosts." 

Mass was followed • by a three-hour vigil before the 
Blessed Sacrament until! Evensong. and tin ally Benediction. 

A COMMITMENT TO TRADITIONAL FAITH AND ORDER hes taken 
~.he _R~v:, Raymond Ball (second from right) not only from the 
otticlal to the Continuing Anglican Church, but to the Bahamas. 

Canada, and now to South Africa. Fr. Ball had been rector ct 
Crooked Island Parish in the Diocese ol the Bahamas prior to 
m~ktng hi_s decision lo serve traditional Anglicans in South Africa 
allqneo with the Traditional Anglican Communion (TAC), an inter· 
national fellowship of Continuing Churches. While awaiting his 
South African work permit, he led St. Matthew's Angliciln Catholic 
Church In. To~o~to, Canada, also a part ot TAC: some members 
?f the parish JOtn him in lhe photo: servers Alec and Neill Mears 
in _l~e front row, and in the back row (from left), Arthur Bouslield, 
Wilham Mears, Fr. Ball and Gerald Bouslield. Fr. Ball was edu­ 
cated nearby, at the University ol Toronto's Trinity College, and 
served parishes in the area while sllll a part of the Anglican 
Church of Canada. Fr. Ball took up his new minislry serving three 
area Continuing Anglican parishes in Pletersburg, South Alricn, 
In September. · · 
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Late Word From General Synod: 
Turnbull Report Gets Ahead; 

Cohabiting, Unwed Couples Don't 
The Turnbull Commission's proposal to s_tre~mline the 

Church of England's leadership surmounted tts first hurdle 
in late November when the General Synod gave the corn­ 
mission's report its approval, and returned it to the Ar_c~bis~­ 
ops and the Synod's standing committee for revision m 
preparation for further debate in February. 

Atter heated debate, though, the Synod voted_ to simply 
"take note" of the Something to Celebrate family report, 
which (among other things) wanted the church to _stop 
using the phrase "living in sin" a_nd ease up a ~1! on 
cohabiting. unmarried couples. Laity _were most d1v1ded 
about the idea of even acknowledging the document, 
voting 122 for and 104 against. ... 
The Archbishop of Canterbury led cnttcrsm of the report, 

declaring that cohabitation is not, and cannot be, marnage 
in all but name. and spelling out a "powerful affirmation of 
marriage and marital fidelity," according to Church Times. 

While ottering the report for 
further reflection, the Synod's 
main motion on it (inter alia) 
affirmed marriage as the proper 
context for sexual relationships 
and bringing up children, and 
urged parishes to strengthen 
their suppor1 for family life. 
*THE ARCHBISHOP OF 

CANTERBURY REINFORCED 

ARCHBISHOP CAREY led criticism 
of a family report that attempted to 
give .. living in sin" an easier ride, and 
has recently reinforced the ban on 

1 actively gay clergy. 

THE BAN ON ACTIVE GAY CLERGY in remarks to report­ 
ers on his recent visit to Spain. according to Ecumenical 
News International. While rejecting all forms of homophobia, 
he said the Church of England bishops' 1991 report on 
sexuality makes it clear "that there are two lifestyles we 
expect from our clergy, that of faithfulness in marriage, and 
singleness or celibacy. Whilst we are willing to accept homo­ 
sexual clergy, we will not allow any homosexual practices." 

*BY DEADLINE, THOUGH, ANOTHER FLAP OVER 
HOMOSEXUALITY HAD ERUPTED in reaction to a contro­ 
versial new book by Durham academic Michael Vasey that 
urges Evangelicals to rethink their views on homosexuality. 
In the book, Strangers and Friends, "Vasey argues that 
there is nothing incompatible in being a practising homosex­ 
ual and a Christian-not a new view, but one which has 
never before been put forward by so respccteo an Evangeli­ 
cal academic," said Church Times. Outraged Evangelicals 
were demanding that Vasey be stopped from training any 
more ordinands. (More in the next issue.) 

Bible "A Creature Of Its Time," 
Bishop Of Edinburgh Asserts 

The Anglican prelate who invented an ·'Affirming Catholi­ 
cism" that supports women's ordination and suggested an 
easier ride for adulterers because of humanity's "promis­ 
cuous genes," has now declared the Bible to be "a creature 
of its time," unable to completely meet the challenge of 
modern problems. 

Richard Holloway, the Bishop of Edinburgh and primus 
ot the Scottish Episcopal Church, has also warned funda­ 
mentalists against idolizing sacred writings. 

Speaking at Strathclyde University November 14, Holloway 
called the New Testament a "creation of the church," point­ 
ing out that it "took several hundred years for the church to 
decide what to leave in and what to take out." Both the New 
and Old Testaments accepted slavery, he noted, and he 

"Rave" Leader Resigns Ministry 
After an earlier refusal to resign, suspended Church of 

England 'rave" worship leader, the Rev. Chris Brain, who 
called himself an "evil bastard" for having had sexual 
contact with women members of the "Nine O'Clock Serv­ 
ice" (NOS) he founded in Sheffield, has now acceded to 
the request of his former parishioners that he leave the 
ministry. 

Though he "showed little remorse .. during an hour-long 
Everyman program on the BBC. according to Church 
Times, Brain said: "If they feel as though my resignation 
would be some symbol..then yes, I think rm prepared to 
resign." The diocese confirms that Brain has made it 
official. 

Everyman confirmed that a fashionable 'NOS culture· had 
developed around the high-tech. multi-media worship serv­ 
ice, which moved to a sports centre in Sheffield when it 
outgrew its original home at St. Thomas', Crookes, said the 
story. Female congregants evidently served as helpers at 
the home of Brain and his wile; they were sometimes asked 
to put Brain to bed or give him a massage. Earlier reports 
also mentioned ''healing sessions" at the home. The women 
eventually became sexually involved with Brain. 

A woman named Sarah who helped lead NOS said: "He 
would talk about how we were discovering a post-modern 
definition of sexuality in the Church. It's language, cover!ng 
up the fact of what was really going on-o~e bloke 9ettmg 
[sexual pleasure] with about 40 women. She said th~t 
"Religious, sexual, psychological abuse had gone on 1n 
[NOS) for years, from the beginning right through to the 
end." 

It was revealed that the Bishop of Sheffield received a 
complaint about activities within NOS in 1992, but no ~ction 
was taken. Members did not start talking about the hidden 
truth until Brain left NOS' leadership lo pursue activities 
with his mentor, ousted Dominican and "creation spiritual­ 
ist" Matthew Fox, in America (though he neve~ lett t~e 
Sheffield area). Fox has now broken any links with _B~am, 
who had been suspended from functioning as a minister 
since the story broke in August. . . 

Meanwhile. up to 70 NOS members are contirunnq to 
worship, now at the Church Army College, and 1n a n_,ore 
conventional style, apparently according to the authorized 
Alternative Service Book. The Church of England News­ 
paper said they are under the care of a Sheffield vicar, the 
Rev. Andrew Teal. 
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saw the Old Testament's perception of women as the 
property of men as another example of what he called the 
provisional status of moralities. 

But the "beauty of the Bible," Holloway said, "is that, it 
shows us a serious people seriously evolving appropriate 
moral structures for their day; so they give us confidence 
lo do the same." 

Citing such things as genetic engineering and new re­ 
productive technologies, Holloway said: "We lace moral 
challenges in our day that were literally unthinkable to 
previous generations." He added: "It is important to reccig­ 
ruse that the morai life, which is fundamental \o a healthy 
society and an ordered community, has more to do with-0ur 
relationships with each other than our relationship .with 
God." 
. In Holloway's view, the "tragic thing about fundamental­ 
rsrn is that it takes genuinely important, even sacred lhings, 
th1r:igs that have conveyed meaning and mediated the 
divine, and makes them into ends, absolutises and objec­ 
tifies them, turns ihem in fact, into idols." 

Responses included that from Alex MacDonald of the 
Free Church of Scotland, who asked: "If morality is abso­ 
lut~ly relative, how can we say anything is ymmg-murcler, 
child abuse, oppression?" 

Sources: Ecumenical News International, The Times 
(London) 

Zimbabwe's Hard Line On Gays 
Worries World Council 

A recent campaign against gays and lesbians by Zimbab­ 
wean President Robert Mugabe, largely backed by the 
country's churches, has riled the World Council of.Churches 
(WCC), which has slated its 1998 assembly in the Zimbab­ 
wean capital of Harare. 
. It lurns out that homosexual bahavior is strongly rejected 
in Zimbabwe, and the historically liberal wee started· to 
have some concerns when, shortly after the Harare site 
was selected early last year, press reports alleged harass­ 
ment of homosexuals by Zimbabwe police. 
The latest campaign, which sparked protests at Zi:f1bab­ 

wean embassies in other parts of the world, beqao in J:1IY 
when an association called Gays and Lesbians of Zim­ 
babwe ~GALZ) attempted to set up a stall at the country's 
1nternat1onal book fair. The government torced cancellation 
of the group's permit for the stall. 

"I fi~d it extremely outrageous and repug~ant to my_ hui:nan 
~onsc10nce that such immoral and revuls1ve orgamzat1ons 
like those of homosexuals who offend both against the law 
ct nature and the morals and religious beliefs espoused by 
.=---. our society should have any ao- 

· .. 1 vocates in our midst and even 
._ • .-..... elsew!lere in the world," 

· · · •-c+ Mugabe said in aspeectri on the 
~ tair's opening day. 
- ~ --..' "If we accept homosexuality 

"A Leather Stale 
Would Be Appropriate" 

What is being touted as the first comprehensive worship 
book written exclusively for gay and lesbian people, con­ 
taining contributions from 31 authors, some of. them Epis­ 
copalian, has been published by Westminster John Knox 
Press in Louisville. Kentucky. 
The 167-page volume. Equal Rites: Lesbian. arrd1 Gay. 

Worship, Ceremonies and Celebrations, contains 51 
rituals corr.posed by Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, Or­ 
thcdox and many mainline Protestants: but 11,e bulk of the 
ceremonies were written by clergy and laity of the most\y­ 
homosexual Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Commu­ 
nity Churches. 
The book's rites include ··coming Out Corning Horne," 

by Diann Meu, a professional Roman Catholic liturgist and 
psycholherapist In it she blesses the four elements of fire. 
air, water and earlh and says lhe entire universe gives 
thanks lor lhis. woman's life and her coming. home to her 
true identitv. 

.A.mcr.g 'other rites are those seeking healing from rape 
or bless1ng for same-sex unions. One is for "The blessing 
of the Bikes"-a gay motorcycle ritual for which "a leather 
stole would be appropriate:· 

According to Ecumenical News International, Harker 
McHugh, a homosexual cleric and director of the Episccoal 
Diocese of Newark's Oasis ministry for gays, is delighted 
10 find a book in print that makes lhe point that "somewhere 
at the center of human living is the need to. ritualize." 

wcc·s KON RAO RAISER says he will 
seek '"assurances·· for wee dale­ 
gales goln~ to Zimb~bwe, b~t admits 
there are ' deep divisions among 
wee member churches on the sexu- 
ality issue. 

as a right, as is being, argued by the association of so­ 
dornists and sexual perverts, .what moral fibre shall our 
society ever have to deny organized drug addicts, or- even 
those given 10 bestiality, the rights they might claim and 
allege they possess under the rubrics ot individual fr:eedom 
and human rights?" 

Mugabe said Americans and Europeans should keep 
their habits to tnemseives. Homosexual activists "can dem­ 
onstrate," he said, "but ii they come here, we will thrnw 
them in jail." 

Churches ar.d church bodies within the country nave 
expressed various degrees ot agreement with Mugabe. 
The Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC). comprised at 
20 Protestant church bodies, described homosexuality as 
':totally new and out of step with Zimbabwean tradition anct 
culture." ZCC spokesmen said Zimbabweans .. should not 
be coerced into a practice which is totally alien to them.' 

More than 1.000 delegates lrom around the world ar» 
expected to attend the '98 'NCC assernalv. Council Gen 
eral Secretary Konrad Raiser said that he would s1:;e;,. 
assurances freer. the Zimbabwe government ·-regarding th,:, 
entry and safety ol all bona tide. participants ot the assen­ 
bly". and the "freedom ot the assembly in setting its agenc'-:1 
and in expressing its mind." 

But the most controversy on the gay issue may corr- r 
Iron; within: he noied that there are "deeo divisions" amor . :· 
the WCC's 324 rnernner churches or. the .. theotcqtcal ar o 
etnica' issues of human sexuality and sexual orienta:io1, · 

'SIGNI_FICANT LOSSES IN THE WCC'S INCOtl, 
HAVE BEEN 'REVEALED·. Recelllt reports indicate r-. 
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ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS: 
'THE RT. REV. MOSES TAY, the traditionalisl Bishop of 

Singapore. is to be elevated as archbishop of the new 
Anglican province of South East Asia when it is inaugu­ 
rated on February 2, with the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
attendance. Dr. George Carey described the three-diocese 
jurisdiction. which will be the Anglican Communion's 37th 
province. as "one of the most fertile seed-beds of Christian 
mission ... - Church Times 

*THE SUDANESE GOVERNMENT'S PERSECUTION 
OF CHRISTIANS WAS CHALLENGED BY THE ARCH­ 
BISHOP OF CANTERBURY when he visited the country 
in November. Calling repeatedly for conciliatory dialogue 
between Muslims and Christians, Dr. Carey said Sudan's 
Christian minority is not being granted the religious toler­ 
ance "which should be at the heart of every civilized 
nation." - Episcopal Life 

*THE QUESTION OF LAY PRESIDENCY AT THE 
EUCHARIST HAS NOW BEEN RAISED IN SOUTH AF­ 
RICA. The Bishop of St. Mark the Evangelist, Philip Le 
Feuvre. told the Synod of the Church of the Province of 
Southern Africa that lay presidency should be investigated. 
"We are a sacramental church," he said, and it is "a strange 
situation where a comparative stranger appears in a cloud 
of dust once in six months to celebrate the Eucharist and 
then disappears agair. ... - The Li\ling Church 

*ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS: 
*THE RETIRED EPISCOPAL BISHOP OF SOUTHERN 

OHIO, JOHN MCGILL KRUMM, died October 23 of an 
apparent heart attack. One of the first bishops to ordain 
women legally in 1977, Krumm. 82, was noted for his interest 
in ecumenism, and was outspoken in addressing several 
issues lacing the church, particularly racism: he was also a 
historian and author of several books. After leaving Southern 
Ohio in 1980, he served as bishop of the Convocation of 
American Churches in Europe, residing in Paris until 1984. 
Smee t~en. t~e Indiana-born Krumm had been serving as 
b1shop-1n-res1dence at St. Paul's Church in Tustin. Califor­ 
nia. the slate in \':hich he grew up .. The Living Church 

OF GENERAL INTEREST: 
7A PETITION FOR REFORMS SIGNED BY NEARLY 1.5 

MILLION GERMAN ROMAN CATHOLICS HAS BEEN 
DISMISSED by Bishop Karl Lehmann, chairman of the 
German Bishops· Conference. He criticized the petition 
launched by th~ "We Are the Church" group (noted in the last 
issue) as d1v1s1ve and_ simplistic. A spokesman for the lay 
reform movement said the eight-week petition drive for 
optional priestly celibacy, women's ordination, a greater 
voice rn church governance for clergy and laity. and several 
other goals had been a huge success. but it appeared that 
"c_hurchgoers' hopes will not be taken seriously," and there 
will be no dialogue. Th_e German effort is one of what may 
be oth~; European spin-offs from an original "We Are the 
Church movement that sprang up in Austria. There over 
half a million Catholics supported the petition, and Catholic 

wee Continued from previous page 

Council's income dropped 50 
percent in the last ten years. 
and between 1993 and ·94 par­ 
ticularly. revenue fell by a quar­ 
ter, from 118 million to 90 million 
Swiss francs. One spokesman 
said the wee is not in "a finan­ 
cial crisis, so long as urgent 
pro-active steps are taken." Re- 
ports of causes tor the decline 
varied, but almost all cited the 
fact that over half the member 
churches made no financial 
?ontribution to the wee budget 
In 1994. Member bodies will 
now have to make an appropri­ 
ate contribution or forfeit eligi­ 
bility for subsidies for travel and 
accommodations to WCC's 
1998 assembly. 

Sources: Episcopal News 
Service, Church Times. Chris­ 
tian News, The Washington 
Post, Ecumenical News Inter­ 
national 

Church Leaders "Lay Hands" On 
Clinton During Budget Feud 

More than a dozen National Council of Churches (NCC) 
le_aders, including a representative of Episcopal Presiding 
Bishop Edmond Browning, "laid hands" on President Clinton 
November 18, praying he would be able to resist the Republican 
Congress during tile (first) budget confrontation, claims the 
Washington-based Institute on Religion and Democracy (IRD). 

IRD says NCC leaders hailed Clinton for protecting the 
"vulnerable, children, families and the elderly" from Repub­ 
lican budget proposals. 

IRD President Diane Knippers said that, among the 50 
million Americans whom the NCC claims to represent, most 
would not approve of such a one-sided, partisan prayer. 
"Most American church members do not want the sacred 
rites of their church abused for the political benefit of 
either .. party," she said. 

In a letter to NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell, 
Knippers urged the NCC to adopt a more "responsible, 
representative, humble and biblically-based Christian so­ 
cial witness." 

Episcopal News Service's report varied slightly, maintain­ 
ing that the delegation prayed that Clinton would 'protect" 
at-risk groups "in negotiations with Congress." 

It confirmed that Browning was represented in the dele­ 
gation by House of Deputies Vice President Pamela Chinnis; 
the group also included Bishop Craig Anderson, president 
of General Theoloqical Seminary in New York. 

Chinnis said she would have welcomed similar visits to 
Republican leaders of Congress, but that meeting with the 
president was what the NCC general board felt called to do. 

Browning had initiated the move to send the delegation 
at an NCC board meeting a few days earlier. 
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OPPOSING ATTORNEYS IM THE TR IAL OF EPISCOPAL BISHOP 
WALTER R IGHTER shar e a moment o l le •Jily before a long d:iy 
of leg<1I debate December 8 in Connecticul. From le:;fl. they nre 
Michael Aehill. chancellor of the tlewarK diocese, v/ho is repre­ 
senling Righter; Bishop William Wantland ol Eau Claire ('fll), 
also an attorney, who served as co-counsel lo the church advo- 
cate arguing the case agains\ Righter; and Hugo Blankinqship. 
former chancellor of the Diocese of Virginia, the church advo- 
cate. Righter, who ordained a noncelibate gay man as a deacon 
and signed a documenl supporting the ordination of active 
homosexuals, is charged with teaching a doctrine contrary lo 
that held by the church, and with violatinq his ordination ·1ov1s. 
E,o,.s:.--~·,0.:1! Nev. . .:..:. S-?t·,t·t:e (,hr:G 1/.' . ..,flrr-,:..::: ':.01.r.-:::rr• 

•-:,,, ·' 
'.,:""• 

Browning Targets "Radical Right" 
At a two-day consultation in Washington a few weeks 

later, Browning urged the NCC to find "renewed energy and 
commitment" tor public policy advocacy. 

He acknowledged that: "These are dif1icult times for {the 
mainline churches'] public policy witness," pointing to con­ 
gressional attempts to scale back social policies and the 
rise of the Christian Coalition. "We need," he said, "to 
recapture the language of morality and Christian values· 
from the "radical right." 

He urged the churches to highlight the Scriptural basis 
for their public policy positions, such as support tor the poor 
and hunary. 

•WASHINGTON'S LARGEST CHURCH LOBBY HAS 
BEEN SHARPLY CRITICIZED BY /RD FOR ITS DE~ 
FEN SE OF LEFTIST TERRORISM. The United 1'.lethodist 
Board of Church and Society. the political action agency of 
the third largest U.S. denomination, recently requested 
clemency from President Clinton tor 14 imprisoned Puerto 
Rican activists serving sentences ranging from 15 lo 105 
yea rs for acts of terrorism. Most of the 14 were aHiliated 
with the FALN (Armed Forces of National Liberation}, a 
group responsible for 100 bombings in five cities during the 
1970s and 1980s. Saying the 14 "political prisoners" were 
struggling against the "injustice suffered under Puerto 
Rico's colonial reality," the church group's resolution com­ 
pared them to the patriots of the American Revolution and 
lo Saints Peter and Paul; "some of our greatspirilual heros 
spent time in jail for political reasons," it said. Several board 
members strongly objected to the resolution, noting it had 
been pushed through durinq the final minutes of a meeting 
after several likely opponents had departed. 

bishops did agree to talk with the reform, qroup's re~re­ 
sentatives. while indicating that many of the pe!itiolills re­ 
quests are impossible to grc1nt. However. the bishops said 
that the questions raised by the petitioners deserve careful 
answers. and a stud, meeting of bishops and experts-will be 
arrangerJ to prepare a fuller response. - The Washington 
Times,Catho!ic News Service 

•1N A SMAL LEA, MORE AMUSING ERUPTION 01'!f'FHE 
PRIESTLY CELIBACY ISSUE, an unnamed. 37-year-old 
Roman Catholic priest created a !lap this fall when it became 
known that he had asked Italy's most famous fertilil:y doctor 
lo help his 34-year-old girlfriend have their test-tube baby. 
The priest reportedly said that ·'the Old and New Testaments 
urge all men to go forth a multiply. They did not specify how." 
- The I/lashing/on Times 
•sy A FRACTION OF A PERCENTAGE POIITT, IRE­ 

LAND HAS VOTED TO END A 70-YEAR BAN ON Df.. 
VORCE. After an unprecedented recount, the final tally 
showed that 50.28 percent of voters approved a constltu­ 
tional amendment to allow remarriage, while 49.72 percent 
lavored maintaining lretands position as the only country irr 
the European Union to outlaw divorce. - The Washington 
Times 
'I.NJDESPREAD PROTEST WITHIN THE DANISH UI­ 

THERAN CHURCH GREETED THE IMPEMDING RE­ 
LEASE OF A FORM FOR HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGE 
prepared by a committee of the House of Bishops. Initially 
signed by 200 Danish Lutheran priests, a protest letter <:lrew 
more than 20.000 signatures when subsequently circulated 
among the laity. - Angl:can Free Press 

·THE SYNOD OF THE 20,000-MEMBER DUTC.H: LU­ 
THERAN CHURCH HAS VOTED TO PERMlrf THE 
BLESSING OF MONOGAMOUS SAME-SEX UNIONS·, 
calling at the same lime tor a tlleological reconsideration 
oi such tcpics as wedding vows. fidelity and blessings. The 
only other church: in The Netherlands to otter such bless­ 
ings is lhe Remonstrant Brotherhocd, a tiny Protestant 
sect. - Ecumenical News International 

•FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND RELIGION TOOK A HIT 
in a recent federal district court ruling. When the New Jersey 
legislature passed a law prohibiting anyone in the statefrem 
communicating anything, verbally or in writing. that might 
express disapproval of homosexuality and 'incite discrirnit 
nation," the Rutherford Institute brought suit on behalf ot an 
Orthodox Presbyterian church, claiming that the statute· 
infringed upon First Amendment rights ot free speech and 
religicus expression. In late September a federal district 
court ruled against the church, holding that New Jersey's 
·compelling state interest" in banning discrimination over­ 
rides free speech liberties. Noting the churchs objections. 
the attorney general had agreed not to enforce the statute 
against churches: the exemption does not. however, protect 
a clergyman who steps ott church property and expresses 
disapproval of homosexuality. Critics noted that. if fully en­ 
forced, metaw ·,muld render illegal any public communica­ 
tion of certain portions of Scripture teachinq traditional' 
rnoralitv. · CIJristian Observer 

• A D:ALLAS ABORTIONIST WAS AWAR0ED $8.6:·MlL­ 
LION in his suit against Operation Rescue and six· other 
pro-life groups. the largest award by a jur.y in a series ot, 
similar suits nationwide. Dr. Norman Tompkins char.ged that 
pro-tilers had staked him, harassed his family and dri11en 
him out of business. V0wlng: to appeal the jury's oscisioru 

Continued on Back Cover 
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Honest To God 

The liturgy isn ·1 intended to express our personal feelings and 
we just get on with the service as it's set out, But in our own 
prayers it's no good trying to assume an attitude or mood or 
opinion which isn't ours but which is supposed 10 be the proper 

In our own prayers, it's no gootf. tryinlJ 
to assume a proper attitude, mood or 

opinion we don't reaUy Ii.ave. 

Perhaps you are one of the many who don 'c like psalms. bur 
the psalmists might be able co teach you a thing or two about 
honesty in prayer. They don't only pray about th_ose things they 
think will interest God. spiritual or religious things: the?' pray 
about what interests them. They don't pretend 10 the sentiments 
or attitudes they ought to have: they say what they really feel. 
And if they have any doubts or difficulties, they say so and don't 
trv to hide the [act. 

- Take Psalm l 37 a~ an example: the exile in Babylon is sick 
with lonaina for his homeland and full of hate for his captors. 
So. it's his homesickness he talks about until finally he blurts 
out "Blessed is he that taketh rhy (his captors') children and 
throweth them against the stones.' No doubt he oughtn't to have 
fell like that-we aren ·r supposed to hate our enemies, still less 
their innocent children-but he did feel like that and said so. 

one. The story is told of Teresa of Avila who. when ill, was 
obliged to cross a swollen river. She might have said, "Thy will 
be done," which would have been the proper and edifying thing 
to do. Instead. she complained, "Lord, amid so many ills this 
comes on top of all the rest." And when a voice seemed to say, 
'That is howl treat my friends," she replied, "Ah my God! That 
is why you have so few of them." 

The Rt. Rev. Robert Mercer. C.R. 

Earn a B.A.R.. M.Min .. M.Di\· .. D.Min. from • 
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study. credit by exam. research. and transfer &n g · 
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J4689 Aut!:umzcd by the 1-lcinda !\fJlc. Boar.d of' hhk-p,;n.A:111 ( ·,,ucp:t, .mil I 1U\'(t"11e,. 
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Christian Challenge Sponsoring Parishes 
ARIZONA 
Phoenix 
Church of the Epiphany 
•. \1;i:lin111 C/1111-cl, in America! 
X43J N. 12th S1.: Sun HC 7J0n. 10a: 
TI1c· Rev. Canon Frederick Rivers: 
f..02/870-3638 

CALIFORNIA 

Los Angeles (Loz Fclil area) 
St. Mnry or the Angels 
Anglican Church 
<.-\,1~/i,·,111 Clr11Jd1 i11 .-\m,nc11) 
.t510 Pinley Ave: Sun i.ow Mass 8a. 
Ma11ins 9:30a. Solemn Hi~h Mass 
ICh. Low Mass I 2::\0p. F..~•,;nsong 4p: 
Mon Mall ins 11 :45a. I.ow ~hiss noon: 
Mart ins I Ou Tues-Sal ( with Low Mass 
on S::11): Vespers 7p Tues. Wed. Fri. 
Sat (with Low Muss on Wed, Fri): 
The Rev. Gregory Wilcox. 
213/660-2700. 66()..2708. 

Church of the Ascension 
and St. Agnes 
(Episcopal Church) 
1217 Mussachuscus Ave. NW: Sun 
low 11.la;;s Sa. 12:30p: Solemn High: 
Mas s IOa; Mon-Fri Mass 12:IOp; Sat 
'.'l.f~s 9:30:i; The Rev. Lane 
Davenport; 202/347-8161• 

FLORIDA 
Jacksonville/Orange Pitrk 
Church of SI. i\Jichnel 
& r\11,\ngcls 
(f:pi.11 ol'a{,\fi.Hifl!mry Churrh) 
Lukcshorc Drive Wc~I. Orange Park: 
Less than lfl min. off 1-295: Sun HC 
IOa: Holy Days as announced; The 
Rev. Laurence K. Wells: 904/l88-1•03 I 

Orlando (Oviedo) 
St. Alban's ,\nglirnn Church 
334X W. Stare Rd. -126 t Alomn Ave.); 
Sun I-IC 8a l<aich. H~1 (sung). MP 
8:55a, SS 9a. nursery at all services: 
I <)2R BCI>; W~"tl Bihle Study 7:30yr. lbe 
RL Rev. WahL-r Grundorf. Rl!Ctor, the 
Rev. Clayton Bullock; 407/657-2376, 
fax 657-4410 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
Mariners' Church· 
1A11wnomm,q 
170 F.. Jefferson Avenue: Sun HC 
~:30 & I la. SS amt Nursery at l'l'a: 
Thur, HC 12: I Op: t ,\11 svcs 1928 
-BCP); TheRev, Richard Ingnlls: 
3 I 3/259-2206 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

GEORGIA 
Savannah 
St. John's Church 
fEpi.1ropal C/111rrl,) 
I We~t Macon St. (Madi~on Sq.); Sun 
Service, Sa: I0:30a: noon: Adult 
Classes 9:30a; Church School I0:30a: 
1918 BCP: T.he Rev. William Ralston: 
912/232-1251 

ILLINOIS 
Quincy 
St. John's Parish 
(,\J1}11ica11 Church in America) 
70 I Hampshire Sueet: Sun Low xtass 
7:301.i: Family Choral Eucharist & SS 
JOa; Tues HC noon: Thurs HC 9u.: 
111c Rev. Lee 0wens; 2t?/221-52411 

OREGON 
Bend 
St. Paul's ,\nglit:an Churchi 
(,\nglira11 Church in Americat 
123 NW Franklin Ave: Sun 8 Low 
:O,fa.\~, !Ou Choral Eucharist. Church 
School; Wed IOJ HC/H<!aling: 1928 
BCP/Amcrican Missal; Tu Rev. 
Stanley G. Macgirvin. 5031385·• l 774 

VIRGINIA 
,\rllngtnn 
Church of St. ;\,lalthla.~ 
r,\n~/irn11Cl111rr/1111 -lmtrirul 
}85() Wil,<'n Tllsd. 1Wihon 81.,<l. 
Christian Church}; Sun HC 9:1 i~IP 
41h Sun): The Rev. Sicgfrictl Runge; 
301/96.1-5726: 703/243-9373 

IOWA 
Des Moines 
St. Aidan's Pro-Cathedral 
(Ang/ica11 Ctuach in America] 
4911 Meredith: Sun 9: lOa \\-btins,. 
9:'.lOa HC & Church School: Tue,. 
Thur, EP & nc 5:45p: Sat MP & HC 
S: !5:1: The Ven. Garrell Clanton: The 
\h>,1 Rev. Louis F;alk: The Rt. Rev. 
{ 'h.irlcs Boynton: Thc,RL Rev. 
Wc.:llhorn Hudson; 515/255-31 '.! r 

KANSAS 
Prairie Village 
Trinity Anglican Church 
(,l11~/in111 Cluuvh i11 :\111,·ric,1) 
:,92'0 W. /-.,,d St.: Sun lb HC. I 0: I .'.\a 
tvlatins. I IC S: Church Sdw,,1: Th~ 
Rev. Ror-crt Hill Porter. rector: 1h,·. 
Rev. :vlc.:,sr.s. GcralJ Claudiu, & 
James Krchcmkcr. '"so~ial<'S: the 
Rev. Forrest Burgcu, tk:1,·,111: 
S 16/-l72-4618. CJ D/4J1-2687 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
Church. of SI. James rhe, Less 
(Episrnr,al Church) 
3227 W. Clearfield Si.: Sun Low 
Mass Sa: Sung :Vt:iss IOa: (Summer 
Low Mass with Hymns 9a): 
Weekdavs Masses: Tues & Thurs 6p: 
Wctl llh: Fri 9a; S:u 9:3~ American 
Missal/1923 BCP: The Rev, E>a\lid 
Ousley: 215/I!9-5767. 
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AUSTRALl•A 

Melbourne 
St Mark's, Fitzroy. 
(,\11glirm, Church ofi\1•~trali<1I 
!50 Georuc Street: Sun MC 9:30a: Sat 
Benc<lic1i~n 7p: Mon-Sat Daily ;1,la~s: 
The Re .... Tony Noble: 03/419-5051 

SOUTH CAROI,IN'A 
Florence 
The Anglican Church 
of Our Saviour 
(.-\11glirw1 C<Jtlrolic Cl111rr/11 
2210 Hotfrneycr R():1d: Salvation 
Army Chapel: Sun 3:.\0p 1\IP I SL Jrd: 
EP ➔th. 5th; HC 2ml: Contact: Louise 
Sallengcr. 803/669-6615: The Ven. 
W;W. Foote, 919/93.'1-0956 

Greenville 
Holy Trinity .-\nglicunChun:h 
(.-ln.~li,.111 C!rnrr h in .-l111.-ri,·ut 
7 I 7 Buncombe S1.: Sun I 1:t I IC l ;I.IP 
2nd & -tth}; J<J:!ll BCP: The Re". Juck 
Cole: 80.i/23'2-1Sll:! 

TASMANIA 

TEXAS 
Alpine 
Holy Cross :\n~licun Church 
r.-\11,:li,.w1 Cli11n·J1 i11 .-\niai.·,11 
N. ~nJ :n Brown: Sun HC ltli1: \\,<l 
nc no,111: lloly Day, HC noun: 1<J2i; 
BCP; Th,· kev. A. Saxton:Wil.li.1111,: 
915l::i.H-7➔h3 

South Launceston 
Parish of lhc Annunciation 
/:\11;:li.-,111 C,rrJ,,,/i,- Clrr,rr./1 in 
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