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WASHINGTON'S ''STORM TROOPING SUF- :{J' · .. - .. ..., : . 
F~A~AN," Jane Di~on. is on lhe move again. ,' rJ] , · , i'i!J. --~ . ·. . 
this time to historicafly Anglo-Catholic SI. · '.e-, .. _.,. ~~-. · • ·-· ~ } _- 
Paul's, K Sl~eet. But _her forced visits to two ,;,:at · ;~> .J,i;;l' U(: , \'=' ..... ~ , 
other trad1llonal parishes sparked a feisty L'.~:: ·: :- . '" . .fl Pf: ,.: - · r , · 
ne~ group-Concerned Parishioners of the 'ffl. · ~~--.- ·· .. , •--' ··- IC;; •. 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington-which /1 · · · · TH~ . ~ 
drew some 140 Episcopalians to a "Rally To ),· ·~ - · · -~. l • - 
En~ Religious Perseculion in ECUSA" April 1' 'id=_ .. --i I ,-, · · ,' ··•!'l 
13 rn a park nex1 lo Washington Calhedral. SH!J. ,W · ·. . "· . 
Covered by 1h~ Associaled Press and local ,i_!d~:,r '( - (\- (:- ' , 
!"· the. galhenng heard lively addresses- '·' .' f : · \ ·.. _ ~· 
including that from outspoken Stella -~ . . . ' .,;• ,,.1 
Morabito Green of St. Luke's. Bladensburg- ~ ~ 1• :, : 1 :1 

Issued !he "Good Shepherd Declarauon," ~~' : , 
and conducled a short protest march in front ·. __. :..!!,:. 
of the cathedral (righl), chanting: "FROM THE , 
BISHOP OF WASHINGTON AND ALL HIS DE· • , 
TESTABLE ENORMITIES, GOOD LORD DE- i;.~ -;-.:.1:; 
LIVER US!" More on this and on Dixon's April · - 

21 ,isit to St. Paul's in this next issue. t-:;/. · .. ,.,,. - . ,lidlii. ·1. _ 

COMING IN THE SIJMMSR°iSSIIE: 
. ' . 

BRIEFS Continued from Page 26 
law violated the rights of competent. terminally-ill patients 
to choose death with dignity over helplessness, sedation 
and dependence. Meanwhile. New York's version of the 
law likewise was struck down by that state's highest court 
in early April; the state attorney general vowed to appeal 
the ruling, declaring that it gave those licensed to heal a 
license to kill and opened the door to virtually undetectable 
abuse. - The Washington Times/The New York Times 

*THE FOUNDER OF CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR 
CHRIST has joined Mother Teresa, the Rev. Billy Graham 
and Alexander Solzhenitsyn, among others, as a recipient 
of the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion. Bill Bright, a 
former Los Angeles businessman who describes himself 
and his wife as "slaves to Christ, tt was awarded the $1 mi/lion 
prize established in 1972 by financier John Templeton. - The 
Washington Times 

IT IS NOW POSSIBLE TO GET AN ENGLISH DEGREE 
AT THE JESUIT-RUN GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 
WITHOUT STUDYING CHAUCER, SHAKESPEARE, OR 
MILTON. Students concerned about a faculty they perceive 
as increasingly oriented towards academic fads are protest 
ing a change in the English curriculum of the Jesuit flagship 
school. Until recently every English literature major had to 

study two of the three key authors, and three of four literary 
periods-the 16th, 17th, 1 Blh and 19th centuries. Under a 
new curriculum one could obtain an English degree withoul 
having studied any of the major authors, or any British 
literature at all. Instead. students can substitute, e.g .• 
courses on ·'History and Theories of Sexuality," or ·Women, 
Revolulion and the Media.·· Sludent spokesmen point out 
that departmental policy expressly gives students, who are 
paying upwards of $20,000 a year, the right to be consutted 
about such changes. Meanwhile, several alumni, including 
William Peter Bia tty, author of The Exorcist, have decided to 
cancel planned bequests to the school. - The Washington 
Times/Slctunond Times-Dispatch 
*BUT IS THERE A DRIVE-THAU WINDOW? The age 

of fast-food communion has arrived. Motivated chiefly by 
hygienic concerns, the Compak Corporation has devel 
oped a new a communion package with grape juice in a 
hermetically sealed cup, with a flip-top plastic container for 
an unleavened wafer. The pre-packaged product was to be 
used in February by 40,000 clergy participants at a Prom 
ise Keepers event in Atlanta's Georgia Dome. "In bad taste 
at best," was the comment of Fr. Samuel Edwards, execu 
tive director of the Episcopal Synod of America. · The 
Austin American Statesman 
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THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION 
"The Articles of Religion ... " by Benton Marder (Signposts, 

TCC. March. 1996 I almost caused me to stand up and cheer! Could 
or would you encourage Mr. Marder 10 provide a more extensive 
bibliography with indications of the titles that are still in print or 
reprint and their vendors" 
;\s a formerly Methodist member of Jthe Episcopal Church! r 

was very comfortable (and still am) with the Thirty-Nine Articles. 
Since I entered tltc Continuum. l have become aware of conflicting 
acceptances and interpretations. This has actually caused me at 
times 10 wonder. "What is it that they are trying 10 continue?" 
Sometimes I can recognize it as the church in which I was joyfully 
confirmed, and other times not. 

Access to further resources on the Articles of Religion (particu 
larly the cited Anglican Teaching, by Wilson & Templeton) would 
be welcome a~ I try to find answers to my questions-as r try to 
find the continued [ECUSAJ which. I' hope stillexists somewhere. 

Irene C. Teas 
2567 S. Estes St. #9 

Lakewood. Colorado 80127 
Here is Mr. Murder's bibliography on this subject. with his 

commentary in abridged form, Unless otherwise noted. he says the 
books might be available through Anglican Bibliopole. S58 Church 
St.. Saratoga Springs. NY 12866. 518/587-7470. or Operation 
Pass-along at Hillspeak. Au: W. Swindells. I 00 Skyline Dr .. Eureka 
Springs. AR 72632-9705.501/253-970 I. 

Hardwick, Charles, A History of the Arti 
cles of Religion. This is probabl» the dejini 
tive work an tlie history involved .. Both 
Bntisl: and U.S./ l<Jrh e1·11111ryJ.edi1ions exist ... 

Tyrell-Green. E .. The Thirty-Nine Arti 
cles and the Ai.:e of the Reformation. [A/ 
c'ar,:fitl c.rw11i11atiu11 ,if' the pn'cis<' lcmg,wge 
o/ the Articles i11 relation to t/11! r11rh111s Ref 
ormatiou-rra C"11Ji·ssio11.1· c111d 1/re D<'Cn'l'S of 
thr Co1111cil u('/i'rnl ... 

Rol!i:rs. Thomas. The Catholic Doctrine 
Bclic;cd and Professed in the Church of 
England. The edition rf /607, a revisiou of 
the 1585-/587 origiua', 1ra.v repri111t'll hy tkc 
l,arka Society in /85.:/. [This has thl'/ carli 
est k110\1'11 <'.\'fJt!Silio11 c>/thl' 1\rtidcs .. Thomas 
N11g1•rs.. u·as a d1ap/e1i11 /0 :\rchhishop Hawn ifi 
fa11cl/ \'l'l'_I' likc:ly [his] cspen 011 ancient and 
,·01111·111porary heresies and errors ... 

Sancta Clara. Frnnciscus. Paraphrusrtea Expnsirio ,\rtic:~ 
lorum Confe.c.sionis ,\nglic:rnae. Chri.s,,,,,Jt..r D/1\ e11,,,-,,·r :m. , 
Roman Catholic convert /mm the Ch11/'/'h. and later in /1/i'. ,., 
Franciscan Recotlcct, 11·a.1· a chaplain u, Q11ec11 Henrietta Jf<1r• .• 
His honk, f which/ appeared in I Mf> .. 1rns quilt' controversial /11 ; r 
time. 1111rl mm· have influenced further controversv r.,·,, icntur), , 

later: The i,11;111 .. wos In demonstrate the (lcve! o)) ;grN'll!t!lf o/t•·· 
Articles with the Council ()f Trent. and f }11,11· any/ di.,,1~r1 .. 
men! .. might he overcome throuuh the pmct'ss of imcrprctati, •. · 
[possibl» with O 1·ie11· to/ reconciliation ofth» R,JJ/1(/J/ and E11~J; ." 
Churches. [Tjh« hook 1rns reprinted with a translation by FG. L, ,· 
in /865. {Norah~\'. this/ book .. may have inJlui:nced Ncwinar .. 
Thesis in Trace 90. Further. (knowledge of rite book's], exi:» 
ence .. nut» have been the reason behind the explosive reactir.n ·. • 
Tract 90 irself as well as tltc Tractarian .\.J(l1·emc-nr ... 

Burnet. Gilbert, Exposition of the Thirty-Nine Articles. T/;,. 
firs/ appeared in /699 and served us the standard work until 11,· 
middle oj rite 19th century. There irere both British and U. : 
editions. Probabty the most 11sef11/ edition is that by James P,1.~-· 
which appeared in 1839 ... The { i111e11t r!f this work is/ to hdr• 111<1.I •• 
common sense our of the Articles. which it does ... 

Beveridge. William. Ecclesia Anglicana Ecclesia Catholico 
Beveridge 1rns a friend nf Burnet; ht• withheld his ow11 worl: i•• 
favour of that of Burner. f and. it was 1101 pubiislted in its rntircr. , 
until 18.Jl .. Both Burnet and Beveridge arcfine representatives, r 
tire 17th ce11t111:i' men and their. hooks an· wcl! worth retulin ,! 
together [El/()113h their/ methods are rcry different: Beverid: 
frequently quotes the Fathers in translation. with the original ii• 
footnotes ... 

Browne, Harold, Exposition of the Thirtv-Nine Articles. 
Browne's method reminds one of Beveridge i11 rlt<ll he fn-1111e11rf_, 
quotes the Fathers. He also quotes the Caroline Divines and their 
successors. which is quite 11sejid to follow th« course of:l11g/i,·,11 
thought ... 

Forbes. A.P .. An Exposition of the Thirty-Nine Articles. Hrre 
ire have rhe d1f11iti1·<'. so/id/_y rlnglu-Catholic treatmel/1: For/Jes 
{follmrs/ the n·asr•ning of Darenpr.>rr ,111J Nell'man ... 
Gibson, EJgar. The Thirty-Nine Ar-tides. [Gibson rakes ,1c 

co11m of hisroriwl :mulies puhlished afta 8rr.1111m<r hook Jirsr 
appeared in 1850/ ... 

Bii.:knelL EJ.. Theological lntrocluction to the Tohi11tv-Ninc 
Articles. Sina this b(lo/,; ll'ilS ill print ,rs ret','1/ffr as J()rj5,_ or 
rlraeahours. iris pn•rry 11111ch srondard. 1111d has-h;,,11 ti>r rhe fast 

50 yl'ars and more. Dr. UJ.) Puc/.:~:r dassijies 
rhis 1L1· /ihcra/ car/10/i,·. ll'irft .1trong r,•111i11dc:-rs 
(.,f Brm,.,, in plaas...f Bick11<'1I has 11/ ,·rm'fit! 
and moderate approach. 11"11ich has. 1111,cl; 11, 
clo ll'ith tlw o/dch1ssic ideal t!(c;omr,rt:h,.:,11si, •11 
11·irhi11 .·\11;:.:licallism. Ir was .. r<!visc·d 11 ·irh" 11.11· 
hihliogroplir in t<J55. 

Griffith Thomas. WH .. The Principles of 
Theology. Fur 1Ju1111· rcurs. r!tis hook 1, c1s 
used as a 1nrh, •o/.. a;11;•11g t::rangt.'li, ·11!s ... 

Ro~s. Kcnnc:th. The Thirt\'-~inc ..\rtides. 
This i:,· u hri,J° 11'(,r/.:, ray lik.-lr imendt'Li ,;,r 
h1)J;.ilk. Ir is ,, th,in 111gh!_i- :\11~/, •-C.11h, ,/i,· 
11',,r/..', um/ i.l' pr(.1/mNy rhc:· lasr 1ri:,a111t·11r u(ir., 
f~k. . 

\Vi Ison. W.G. & T1.·t1ti~h:1t111.HI.. .-\nglii:an 
Teaching·. This. Eh,· /,1.,r ih,,r1,u·d: 1.\l"lf/111<·,11. 
r111h.li.,hcd in I w,::. is c, 1/1, ·isdl' ,11111 , ·hw·fr 
done,' it iJ•{l/s,., ii \'('IT.fc1ir ho,.i .. r, 1 ,l lmm,111 
or /Wl'{'drwl dea(·<111, 1:his i.~f'n,habl_,· rh,; 1111,sr 

Continwo on P .J{Jt:J I J 

Pontius' Puddle 
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The Forgotten 
Anglican Contributions 
Of John Henry Newman 

An anic/e in the Ttmesof London last year asked !lie provocauvs 
ques1ion. ·wa:; Newman Pushed or Did He Jump?" 

When thinking of John Hrnry Newman ( 180 I -1890), most 
~ngltcans probably 1hink of him as one who "jumped ship." 
\ewman himself hinted 1ha1 he mi~h1 not 
ha, e had a choice. and lefr before he 11,1., 
asked to w:iJk th<.' plank. He left Camerhur, 
for Rome like Captain Bligh lefl th~ 
H.:\1.S. Bounty: his lifeboat was loll'crcd 
and_ ca~, .Jdrili. with lhC' crowds remain in~ 
behind sighing ··good riddance ... TI1e lo,: 
of Bligh may have been a sli12ht embarra,~: 
meni for \\nilchall. bur o;r rcjcclion of 
l\c,, man e1-e od · · · . • · n I ay. 1s a ca!amJI\· of 1i- 1an,c proponions. · 

. Any s1rained comparison lo !he cap1,1in 
-OI lh~ Bou111y and \'ewman abruptly end, 
~hen one con~1der,; Newman·~ life and 

......._q,f/.:_. ·:He lhad J a de1·01cd love of God. 
~ ,1gh la11!1: holy hope. 0l'ertlowing char- 
• .r1 ... hum1luy never abs"nt o 'nil . · -~ , ,,x enc~, ,n 
"- ,lleech ... an unconsciousne~s of what hi-; 
~ ..ridowmenh Me. mid what they rnake him 
'~. Gw·~ \igh1." All thi, he .gcnerou\l\' 
o..# kred 10th<: Anglican Church. · 

When he and hi\ colleagues began v.'IJ.
11 1

~ ~\ 
10 bcc:ome known as the O.\forJ 

.I\ f <,ven1L"i11. tlit.: Chun.:h of Enefond w:h a 

f!l• ~NI~: '>f)(:Cte~ ~f ih fcmner '>elf. The '>talt: had made such inroads 
IIH c:, lh~ Church', Mructure thw lh verv founda1ion had l 
h.:...=u;\ \1 1- 1- 1 · >ecome .., . . . ,my :v;mge ica \ w1:n: 11:aving for other c.:nn1111 . . . I . 11. . d 1 . . b. . unions. f'f_'.rx> an~ an ll'>lonc i\hr1prtc\ were pupulalcd by men Who 

v. c:r-i: '>f)lfltually bankrupL In lrdand. secs were lx:ing ~upprc~~d 
hy .E-'arltan1en1. Ang/tc.:anM1 h;id lcN if\ wav. and the Chu,·c.·li / .. , · .,· · • Wu lu,,1 th u1gn11y. 

·"--c- cwman ~tr out to bring_back dignity lo lhc Church by rcfomi 
and 1cnewaJ. Tim was not sunply an intellcnual exerci~e tc,r 1

1
• l . I J , . . 1111. 1 1<: <:1g It years t 1a1 !\ewrnan gu1dcd the Oxford Movemc

111 
w .. 

. I) 1 .. f . ere 
11, rn ....c:my respects 1c mo'>t ru11 ul rn hi~ pmoiwl ~ririfuality. and 
he \ - -erv prmupb fha1 guided hi, pcr~orwl reflection mid gn>wih 
!_!ujd<-=<l hh plan for the rcrn:v::il of 1/le Churc:h. As one of his 
)iogr- ~pht'r\ has wnucn. "since Newman\ religion was dogni«til' 
•lid ...---a~ lirmly based on the lrntlition of foi1h, the Oxford Move. 

Bv William Brailsford - ' 

. 1 . J· because his belief 1'-.i mc111 was also to be a doctrina r~ncw~1 . . . . . •1i1 . bcc;11J~.: 
sacramerual, the renewal was lo be liturgical: fin,f )h. G ~~1 
·'" · d ds o ·1 c O\;•~ · Newman ·s faith was not separable I ram the cr_nan · d ,..,

1 1
-r•· 

. I csan aqu ... , . the Movement was to promote ascetic prac 1c • 

sanctity." . iust Iiturav ;,r,1 
Yet Newman's renewal was about more than _J • f, bi:.;· ih- 

practice. He set out to reintroduce. like his Caroline or·~'. r·•·. n-J 
Anglican Church 10 the concept of salvation, both corporate '\'. 

~ . . . , h· an was a ~111n-, . person:il: 10 red1sco,·er the b1hl1t:;tl concept I dim ... w/v• 
. . . l I l ·1s available lo those . m need ot a Savior, an( l lat par< on w, · ' ' . · 

1 
, the era.:.: 

soush; the zrace of Jesus Christ. Newman believed 1 ~al . -: .,
1 ~ - . . d [the insutuuon> ofChris1could bcdiscovcrcd within the boun so . . d· Hoh 

. . . . .. h ,11 Baptism ,111 - Church and its commumty ol believer s I roug . . He ~
1 
a-; 

. . . r. o .tolic tradition. Commurnon. and the rich heritage 0
1 

_ "
1
P 

1
s 

I 
h, was trying robe 3 

accused of being a Romanist. He rep 1cc t ia c: - 

Ouistian. . . with Newman·, 
TI1e other leaders of the Oxford Movement Joined reach- 
. . . b. d fforts at p,L .. cl«non call for renewal throu<>h 1he11 com me e ... , man -.., 

::-- I . ty ,-;C\\ ...,, ing, writing, and being exemplars of persona pie, ~ 1 in print. 
S . . . I i... • 11e souaht .i1 ter semions at t. Marys mcrcasmg y oecar . ., -~- . f Andican 

He helped edit and republish great m..is~erpu.:ccs ~ s Bi~lwp 
spirituality such as Lancelot Andrewex · Pn~·at_e ~r~-~~~r: nio..,1 
Wilson ·s De, otions. and the works of Rich.trc . f Hurr.:11 
con1ro1crsi:ill~. he brought into print the Rema,~shi° Ne\vman 

Froudc. which in tum br~t %- TI ou!!h ' -~z~~---, • . d crir1c1sm. H ~ 
severe and widesprca ·. Church 

.. • theAnol1can _ ,ud1 cl!orts. many 111 -=-_
1 
•• overv or 

cl b)' the reu1sc - 1\ ere strern21henc . ·cular 
- . • I dirccr10n, aun . private prayer, spintua . f spin- 

confcssion, and by the foundauon ° · 
111;d communities. ,ouched b\' 

. hOW'IS - For evcf)' Anglican w ' 
100 

or 
f , Newman sem . 1he poignancy o " 

1 
_,. ,ns,·on oJ ~ - · ·tua uJOlL • moved by the deep spm .. 1 ho,vever. 

M n t r•'Oe\\· .l · 1hc Oxford ovemc ~ ,. d~d and 
h ,ere o1ten t.: 1hcre were two w O "' b. hop took 

N an 's O\Vfl IS dismayed. ewm - . Tracts j,Jr tile 
!111n to tas~ _ f?r one ?f ~1~

1051 
Jec.l him to 

/ 1111es a cnt1c1sm which al rJie and 
, le for corpo . d ;1handon the strugg Yi he continue 

li1un.!ical ressourcement .. er . d pn.iying, 
- · · d pre..ichmg an f ;1p,1ce, wncmg an . , h .. defense o 

d,'\\:loping along tl:e wa~. ~nalicanism 
ihL· 1·ia media, hoping t al ~,h in 1he 

f · - strcnu · -..1·\Jtild tap the wells 0 HS . -ns 10 p~- 
111c,in1ime !raining his compa~i~d- Churd1 

, I . . the revive pare for leaders 11p m · 
of England. d him nor· B · ~ h · ,n acceph~ 1·1r ut 11 was not to be. Then as now, is ov. .,_,

1
ved- l N I l >.·ays L•' J , and ewman, forced back into the quietude 1e a ' -~. · d rhen ro 1 1(.; 

he wa., not a public rnan-rc1ired first to Littlem?~1.: .LI1. d mentor R 
· · d lnend ,ui e Olllan Church. He once wrme to his bel~ve , . 

1 
find exrrern. 

John Kchlc: ··1 do not wish to put myself forw~d. be. le! :tlOllL PJ,,,,. . . 1· Id b ~ eJ·c>1ced to f ·nJ ....... ~ure in reu< rng and study, and shou c r 
I 
lead. ,11ic: 

in ~uch 0ccupa1ions ... Bu1 if others who ought do 110 
such a~ I will make a row." . ·tkerl. in•u1Y 
A d ·h W'IS:-ilh J~ 

11 
lllakearowhcdid.ThcAnglic.::u1Churc . ' . to Rt.111 • 

~-,y 1 • · d l11s wuy t· 1111 ·' · 
0 

lls very roots. Bui bdore he ma e · 
1
ioll- ft. 

1 New 1 . c·o111111u1 rt:< lllan P arucJ a ,\eed within the Angl1<.:an · 
1 

· •!1 111:itu . 
L ) c.J · d W l Jc.: - I JtC: • < n on 10 
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Ai hr:; funeral. Cardinal Manning summed up for 
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"He fwd a devoted love of God, high faith, holy 
hope, overflowing charity ... ," all of which he 
generously gave to the Anglican Church. 

gift they had had in Newman. reminding us even today of largely 
torgoucn contributions he made: 

.. Beyond the power of all his books has been the example of his 
humble and unworldly life: always the same. in union with Goo. 
and in manifold charily to all who sought him. Ht' was the center 
of innumerable souls, drawn to him ,L~ Teacher. Guide and Corn 
tortcr .. .To them he was a spring of light and strength from a 
supernatural source. A noble and beautiful life is the most convinc 
ing and persuasive of all preaching, and we have felt its powcr ... The 
hi~1ory of our land will hereafter record the name of John Henry 
Newman among the greatest of our people. a<; confessor for the 
faith. a great reacher of men, a preacher of justice, of piety and 
compassion. May we all, follow him in his life, and may our end 
be peaceful and painless like his." 

* 
We are pleased to introduce William Brailsford as the 11e\\1 editor 
rf the Sig11pos1s column for THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE. In 
addition In contributions such as that here, he will he bringing 
readers hook reriews and writings of 110/e from other onhodox 
Christians. A co1111111111irn11t of the (Anglo-Catholic) Parish of 
Ascension and Sr. Agnes in Washi11g1011, D.C., Mr. Brailsford is a 
graduate of l\-esrmi11ster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 
Hr has been a contributor to various religious and theological 
p11hlicatio11s, including Crisis, Regeneration Quarterly. and The 
Westminster Theological Journal. He is currently th« director of 
puhliciry at the Ethics and Public Policy C enter in Washi1Jg1011. 

THE ORDER Of ST. ANDREW 
A Religious Order of men and women, 

both married and single, 
not living in community. 

For information, contact: 

The Father Or Mother General 
111e Order vf Saint Andrew 

2 Creighton Lane 
Scarborough, New }brk /05/0 

CJl-119-1/-1265: 762-0398 

NOTICE TO READERS 
;\s we thought it important to bring readers Dr. Stephen 's 

Noll's excellent paper-"Thc Righter Trial and Christian 
Doctrinc'v-in this issue without abridgement. the editorial 
section has been omiued from this edition. 

We also wish to apologize to readers for the unusual 
tardiness or the April issue. which was due chiefly to an 
atypical logjum at the printers. 

O/T/)-·· s,} ~c 
f/\··.lfl 
-----~@]1------- 
bns there bcw a Bible tlmt 4 ro 

N 

Rig/rt for its time 
Rig/rt for trnditionnlists 
Rigbtfor Bible lovers- 

E 

Bible Reader Alert! 
Are you concerned about such issues as "political 

correctness." rhe reaching of moral relativism, and 
declining literacy in America'? 
Are you shocked that for decades liberal Bible translators 

have been rewriting the Word of God 10 conform to these 
alarming trends? 
If your answer to these questions is "y e s." the 

2 I st Ce.r1111ry King Lames Version of the Holy Bible 
(KJ2 J-i:> J is right for you. The KJ]Fi:> stands in opposition 10 

current trends, such as the use of gender-neutral language. 
the "dumbing down .. of God' s Word and otherwise making 
it more acceptable 10 the left wing. 
The 2 / st Cemury King James Version is an accurate arul 

understandable updating of the King fames Vcrxion (KJY1 
of A.D. 1611. Obsolete words huvc been replaced with the 
most exact synonyms while retaining the power, beauty. 
and timeless message which has been leudinu to salvation 
for nearly -WO years. :\n innovative foll1lalal;o contributes 
lo reading case and understanding. Emphasized tcxr enables 
readers lo locale quickly the Words of Christ and other 
best-loved and rnost-ofrcn-quored passages. 
The KJ2I9 is closer in language and spirit to the KJV 

than any other modem version. It is simply the most 
powerful and must beautifully worded of all modern 
Bib1~- 

It's the King James Bible, 
for the Z lst century 

Call 1-S00-225-55.?l ro order ur for a free 
Co111p11rnthe Word Study 

The 10:: i-~ i~ also available in bookstores. 
Durable sewn binding • I St!t! pages 

Hardcover SJ-1.95 • 8onccJ leather ~59.95 

;;12 ! I/ii,/,· l':,Mi.,'1,·n. li,11-r. S./.!. _; ~ ::.r 
l1111,:1ih h \\' .. i.!.P,\h,·n.11ct, icr-L« I'' :'t ·1•rl:o:,Ij~ J ,' 
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· ··. _._ AND DOCTRINJ 
· -~ .». CHRISTIA~ 
_,- - II 
,, By Stephen F. N~o~ Ministry 

Trinity Episcopal School 
l'vhi!e Episcopal Bishop Walter Righter is the one in the 
ecclesiastical dock for charges based on his ordination 
of a practicing homosexual, in truth any one of a number 
of bishops (including some of the court's bishop-judges) 
could be standing in his place. What is rea/Jy on trial in 
rhis case is the Church ·s historic sexuality doctrine. More 
specifica/Jy (and astoundingly to some), the question 
the court is now grappling with Is whether or not the 
Episcopal Church (ECUSA) even has a doctrine preclud 
ing the ordination of noncelibate homosexuals. It is our 
undersranding that portions of the following es5ay on 
that issue-prepared by Dr. Noll at the behest of Righter's 
presemers--were used in a paper submitted to the court 
lo, its late Feb,ua,y session, to Flank ors! a<guments by 
church advocate (prosecutor) Hugo 8/ankingship on the 
doctrinal question. But our reading of the document 
convinced us that It is a highly valuable, comprehensive 
resource on this subject-not just for Episcopalians but 
all Anglicans-that deserved full and Wide exposu . 
thus we present it In TCC With Dr No/J's ""'r,.,...· . r,/ef, 

• ,✓" .,,,ss,on. as expected, its appearanc.e here coincides with th; 
announcement of the courts decision on th 

. e question he 
50 

ably addresses, we think the Pubfic:,ti f h 
. "' on o t Is paper will be equally important "for the record .. . h 

I. t· , eu. er as a basis for exp JCa ing-o, contrastfno-.-th 
o e court's 

ruling. - Ed. 

6 

RODUCTION rch leade~ INT E tscopat Chu Walw 
By now. there are probably few ·n~ trial of Bisho~ J cour 

who have not heard of the upco~\the date of a cruaa ch o· 
Righter· and after February 27, 199c , people in the Chu~nr r.• 

· ·11 be ,ew · port=• session in the case). there wt f. So it seemed ,m be ar 
nation who will not have heard o. it.what is destined to 
explain the basic issue at stake in tuall/ 

· · · ful t • · intellec historic and pain even · 
1 

. why 1t ts ..... ., w 
. · t exp a,n ecessc .. J The aim of this paper ,s O d pastorally n lity th¥ 

defensible spiritually important, an f human sexu~ n It i:r 
. d t ine o no . show that the Church has a oc n 

I 
from ordina n"I, thal 

. . homosexua rt the,'. would exclude a pracncrng se who supP:' about the 
the hope of the presenters and tho new clarity 

0

n,pas· 
· ·11 ome a 1·ng c out of the pain of the tnal w, c and hea 

1 . .11 1 d to true t, Church· s teaching which w, ea d sisters. t ( ZJ(6) wit 
slon for our homosexual brothers an r Canon IV. 1 ·. ately, a,~ 

Bishop Righter was charged u~de ubiicly or pn~s churcJi_ 
the offense of "holding and teachmgthp-"t held by thr·on vov,,-s 

to .. d. a I the: advisedly, any doctrine contrary . rion of o, ,n hip of " 
and with an "act that involves a v,?I; e and wors 

5 
t 31. n " 

to conform to the doctrine, disc,~;" P;ayer. p•S\,opfel~r. 
Episcopal Church (Book of Comr:n ordaining Barl)'septen

1 act which led to this charge was h\ d/aconate 1" 

99
5, 

openly practicing homosexual, to t e ,,-,ber. 
1 

.,,HI 
1990 • pece t it ' f · . hearing ,n fjrs · . no The Chu,ch Court, at its pre-trial segmonts, ,dlll'"~ ,h< 
decided to divide the case int~ tw~oh/bits th•

1
~nshiP· \h'" 

determine whether Church doctrine P ual relat ctrine, 
· ·n a sex do a non-celibate homosexual, living I e such a 

coun decides that the Church does hav 
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Doctrine is the Church's response to revelation. Therefore doctrine is received not made, 
because it embodies the objective and permanent character of t~e faith ... ,:1,mong the marks 

of true doctrine, the first and foremost is its conformity to Scripture. 

it will go on to determine whether Bishop Righter intentionally 
violated that doctrine. 

Sf.CTION 1: DOES THI CHURCH HOLD 
ANY DOCTRINE? 

The central question which [was) argued on February 27 is 
this: "Does the Church have a doctrine about human sexuality 
that would prohibit the ordination of a non-celibate homosex 
ual?" Posing-this question raises matters of deijnltlons and of 
stereotypes. 

Definitions 
Doctrine may be defined as "communally authoritative 

teachings regarded as essential to the identity of the Christian 
community· (Alister McGrath, The Blackwell [ncyclopedla of 
Modern Christian Thought. page I 12). As "communally 
authoritative: doctrine differs from theology, which refers to 
the views of an individual thinker. For this reason. we shall be 
considering particularly the Church's official formularies. 

Doctrine Is the Church's response to revelation. Therefore 
doctrine is received not made, because It embodies the oblec 
rive and permanent character of faith. for this reason. the 
apostles can speak of "the faith which was once for all delivered 
to the saints" (Jude 3). The Preface to the American Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP. 9-1 I) makes an important distinction 
between the "substance of the faith" (doctrine). which cannot 
be changed. and secondary matters (discipline) of church order 
and worship, which may be altered, In the case of doctrine, 
bishops promise to "guard" the faith of the Church. not to make 
it. Even in secondary matters. change must be made "by 
common consent and authority," that Is, through the canons 
and structures of church government Thus when candidates 
for the priesthood promise to "be loyal to the doctrine. disci 
pline, and worship of Christ as this Church has received them." 
the "receiving" Is of two sorts. the one a grateful acknow 
ledgment of a truth of revelation. the other a grateful pass ing 
on of a tradition or practice which Is capable of discussion and 
alteration by due process. In neither case is Church doctrine or 
discipline to be tampered with lightly or unilaterally. 

Doctrine includes nor only "rheological truths" such ,15 the 
Trinity but essential moral teachings. just as love of God and 
love of neighbor go Inextricably together. By naming love of 
God before love of neighbor. the Church attests that good works 
"do spring out necessarily of a true and lively fairh • as fruit from 
a good tree. But It is equally true that loving God necessarily 
includes keeping his commandments. Thus Christ's Creat Com 
mission Includes both preaching the Gospel to ,111 nations and 
reaching chem co obey his comrrunoruenrs: and St. Paul can 
refer to discipleship as "the obedience of faith" (Rom,ins I :5). 

The Anglican Prayer Book has always presented theological 
doctrine as intimately bound up with morals. The catechism 
Includes examples of faith (the Creed), morals (the Ten Com 
mandments) and piety (the Lord's Prayer). The question ro 
candidates for ordination - "Wll.1 you pattern your life [and that 
of your family, or household, or community) in accordance with 
the teaching of Christ, so that you may be ,, wholesome 
example to all people?". assumes a congruity between moral 
behavior and the specific teaching of [esus. A bishop. In prom· 
Ising to "teach and exhort with wholesome Doctrine." has 

been clearly seen as teaching both faith and morals. 
Let us now apply the definitions of doctrine and' discipline 

to Bishop Righter's case. According to the discipline of the 
Church. Bishop Righter was to have inquired beforehand 
whether Barry Sropfel's manner of life was sulrable ro the 
ordained ministry. Knowing chat Mr. Stopfel was a practicing 
homosexual. Bishop Righter made a moral judgment and set 
a moral precedent. Surely he Intended to "make a srarernenr" 
by his act and to change the criteria of future ordinations. and 
the 36 bishops who say "should he be found guilty. we are 
guilty." have made it clear they see his action in just this way. 
Jf Bishop Rlghrer's moral judgment contradicted a central and 
normative teaching of Scripcure. which is the conclusion of the 
follO"Ning section. neither he personally nor the Church corpo 
rately had any authority to do so. But even; if his action was a 
secondary matter, he had no authority to change the Church ·s 
discipline unilaterally. 

Finally, doctrine, like revelation itself. has a "Yes or. No" 
character(cf. John 3: 19-21 ). One cannot simulraneously serve 
God and mammon, and any house divided against itself over 
fundamenral doctrine cannot srand. Likewise in moral matters. 
there cannot be "two ways· of following Chrisr (fa.mes I: 7-8; 
/ John / :6: Dfdache I. I). One cannot simultaneously affirm 
and condemn adultery or any other moral norm. Thus, while 
the Church is right to attempt to understand. apply. and (per 
haps) even revise its teaching on sexuality in rhe light of 
contemporary experience. it cannot escape its responsibility by 
proclaiming a "win-win .. solution in which a nor ma rive reaching 
is only selecrively applied. To declare the exclusivity of marriage 
as applying only In some circumstances is to make It optional 
.and thus non-exclusive. 

Stereotypes 
There are several stereotypes which accompany any serious 

discussion of Church doctrine. One is rhe easy confusing of 
"doctrine" with "doctrinaire" and "dogma" with "dogrnaric." 
Didn't Dorothy Sayers dispense with I hilt prejudice half a century 
ago when she asserted (thar) the real oprions for the-Church are 
"Creed or Chaos?" Have we nor been witnessing the chaonc 
effects of dogmatic relativism in Church and sociery? 

Sirnilarly. while "heresy" is a striklng charge. it accurorely 
describes the seriousness with which the Church regards the 
truth of revelation and the pastoral responsibility of gmrdlng 
the Rock (john I 0: I Z). To c,,11 the presenrers "heresy-hunters" 
is to beg the question of whether anyrhing might be offensive 
to certain inclusive folks in rhe Church. This kind of casual 
name-calling ls reminiscent of the latitudinartan bishop in hell. 
depleted in C.S. Lewis· The Great Divorce. who warns that any 
discussion of error will bring back the Inquisition. 

Another current slogan is that the Eprscopal Church is ,1 
"communal" or "pragmatic" entity. nor ,1 confessional Church. 
This may be an Interesting private view. but it is contrary t0 
classic Anglkanism. While Anglicans may nor be confessional, 
In quite the same sense as Lutherans. they h,we ,1lw,1ys oper 
ated wlth doctrinal forrnularles (otherwtse the Lutherans would 
nor have entered Into communion with rhe Eptscopal Churcln, 
The Church's cenrral confessions are the Apostles· ,111d Nicene 
Creeds, which are recited ,,t major services. Even r,1dk,,ls like 
Bishop John Shelby Spong reraln rne creed. though in Bishop 
Pike's phrase they "sing it rather rh,rn s.,y lt" (Hedt i~ its 
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iruaginerive po etry rather than propositional 
tru th). Sim ilarly. the publica tion in the Prayer 
Boo k of the Athanas ian Creed . Th irty -Nine Arti 
cles. and Lambeth Quadrilateral witnesses to the 
continuity of Ciltholic and reformed doctrine. 

A church that will never "just say no" to those 
who Rout its doctrinal and moral foundations is 
not worthy of the name. Only a shallow com 
p~ssion would place the anguish of Bishop 
Righter or Mr. Stopfe] over the truth of God's 
revelanon in Christ and his word. Bishop Righter 
himself appeals to "justice." but in so doing he 
begs the question. to quote Alisdair MacIntyre. 
of "whose justice. which rationality"? It is not 
just and not kind to mislead people (and this 1 

includes homosexuals). In any case. the pain 
quotient is nor unilaterally experienced by 
Bishop Righter and gay activists. Many clergy 
and laity have already made the pilinful and 
burdensome decision to leave their beloved 
Episcopal Church out of conscience. and the 
refuSdl of the Court to uphold what many see to be the plain 
sense of Scripture and the Church's teaching will lead to even 
more heartfelt departures. · 

SECTION 2: BIBLICAL IlACHING 
ON SEXUALITY 
What. '.hen. are the marks of true doctrine? The first and 

foremost ,s ,ts conformiry ro Scripture. 

The Authority of Scripture 
In Matters of Doctrine 

When Bishop Righ d . • A ter was or erned, he was asked to aff . 
re you persuaded that the Hol S . . rm. 

rrine required as neces y cnpture~ contain all Doc- 
Christ? Andareyoudet;;. f:i eternal salvation through Jesus 
to insrrucr rhe people com:itt;~r of the same Holy Scriptures 
or maintain nothing as nee t your charge; and to teach 

essary or salvation. but that which 

THE REV. DR. STEPHEN F. NOU . 
and Academic De,1n ill ; . . ,s Professor of Biblical Stud/es 
A b · ,rm,ry Episcopal S / I , m ndge. Pennsylvania H c loo tor Ministry in 
SU/cams to the Epi<rop. I eHwas one of four theolo'lica/ con- 
d. ~ a ouse of a· h " 
iscussion of the au1horiryofS . ,s ops In their 1992 ap•~ • cnpture. His esS,i . 
,~ared as Re<1dinr, the B"b/ yon that sub1ect 

Bible's Authority In Today's C~ur:/:~h;. Word of God," in The 
PA- Tr/?1ry Press Incernariond/, I 993) -~ Borsch (Valley Forge, 
appear,ng here has been discributed ·. he essay by Dr. Noll 
ocher writings on rile homosexud/ . ,n a book/et Containing 
rel.ired rc·,,dir·g~ c:n1111cc1 !1 TIM[ ~?~;l;nd a bibliography of 

;~- - . ~ Ul~D[RSTAND~N6 RESOURCE FOR 
: - . MENr AGAINST BIS THE PRESENT- 

RIGHT[R_ This b HOP WALTER c. 
C<tined from C ook/er may be ob 
L1iry of th o~cerned Clergy and 
800-3Q7_7;/t'scopa/ Church ( 1. 
written a s, ). Dr. Nol/ also h's '•T CCOfld « 
. he Righter Trial essay enlicfed 

crpline - , • ., . and Church o· 
ti ' vvfl/Ch wa 15- 
/(: Court <ls a ret. s submitted to 
5. The text ofb ehrence on tvlarch 

abfe 01 es5 • 
. on//ne ar htt ays is ava/J. 

Pi!lran.org. Th P://'www.episeo 
PUblish b ere are 1 · 
re/ a ook of ti pans to 

. evant mater Jese and otn 
sion of h . tets ilfter th er 

c e rna/. e concfu. 
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you shall be persuaded may be concluded ;i:,r:J 
proved from the same?" Addltionally. he wc.s 
asked whether he wets "ready, with all falrh':i 
diligence, to banish and drive away from 1/-,: 
Church all erroneous and strange doctrtnc cc'•· 
trary to God's Word ..... ( 1928 Ber. 554.555:_ 
Finally, he was asked if he would -dHig<:nt!; 
exercise such discipline as by the authority cf 
God's Word. and by the order of this Church i, 
committed to your His response was in rh.e 
affirmative to all these questions. , 

These oaths reflect the primary authority ?' 
Scripture within the Church. as expres!ed i;, 
Article XX: "The Church hath power to decree 
Rites or Ceremonies. and authority in Conrro 
versies of Faith: and yet it is not lawful for the 
Church to ordain anything that ls conrrar/ 10 

God's word written. neither may it so expou':-:1 
one place of Scripture. that it be repug~,rn, ·~ 

. A 1·,...,.n vrew c~ another," This is the clas sic ng J....., . • •1 
Scripture. which allows latitude In penpherc 

matters but demands adherence to its clear and central corn· 
mands and teachings. Churd1. 

Because of this authoritative role of Scripture In the ., 
the question of whether the Bible has a teaching on hurna 

. . I • ot only refevanr sexualtry, and homosexuality in particu ar, 1s :1 . rt cf tt",e 
but essential. If it has a teaching. that teaching is pa n 
Episcopal Church's doctrine that Bishop Righter swor~btl: ~;..s 
hold. The following survey will demonstrate that the 81 h\G'l 
a clear. consistent. and central and normative teaching w ·,;n 
ff · d' ose for hum a ~rms marriage and celibacy as Go s purp 

3 
• 
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the 

beings. and which rules out homosexual acts as contr I) 
will of God in all cases. 

Old Testament Teaching: An_ Over;~:Testa· 
The scarcity of references to homosexuality In th . c \..,,as 

m~nt does not mean that the teaching on me s~~~ moral 
unimportant; on the contrary. it shows that these <-et:u· 
prohibitions and examples were sufficient to make hornF O- from 
I' I of Israel ar a 1~ an unthinkable option among th~ peop e . ~ r.ohllJitic,1 

bemg penpheral, according to Dennis Prager, this P_ Tzation 
of non-marital sex made the creation of ~estern civi ~sirive 
possible." While the Old Testament contains many Iship ir 
images of marriage (even of polygamy) and of fr:ien ,ge ~he 
d h t uld encourc. oes not contain a single example t a wo 
idea of same-sex genital relationships. 

Creation h biblical view 
The creation accounts lay the foundation fort e kind in 111s 

of sexuality. In Genesis I :26. God makes hurna,n es!s 2: 18· 
· unt(Gen be image male and female. In the second acco e rnan to 
24), God acknowledges that "it is not good for t~de a helper 

I '5 SI r..• a one," and so he makes out of the man plen,enra,J 
.. J The com d 51gn according to his opposite" [Hebrew · 11 c;od'S e d 
male and female sexes united as one flesh fulfi his father "n - 
for the human family: "Therefore a man will lea~ebecorne one 
mother and cleave to his wife. and the two shal 

The Men of Sodom .
5 

J 9) ser-'e~;:. 
The story of Sodom and Gomorrah ( GenesJ creation~~ 

0
r5 

an awful warning of the dangers of violating the 
0
ut hiS "'15 c cl 

Th d L t bring dUt)' e e,nand of the men of Sodom that O . to rhe d ri., 
··that . 1 ffenslve- le .1ri we may know them" was tnp YO d fen1a ' 11or~, hosp· r c\le an vis rra ity, to the distinction between rn I e (ct1e o,dl· 
the chasm between the human and tile div n nc:::relS of 
tho h ·n fact a .:, ug they appeared to be men, were 1 
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The law of Moses 
The Ten Commandments sum up positively the reverence for 

God ("I am the LORD your God ... you shall have no other gods 
before me") and the danger of uncontrolled desire ("You shall 
not covet"). Chief among the prohibitions Is adultery and related 
sexual violations. Under this commandment, homosexuality is 
condemned in the Torah as an "abomination" (Leviticus 18:22). 
an offense both to the holiness of God and to the created order 
on which the Law was based (cf. Psalm 19). 

New Testament Teaching: An Overview 
The New Testament writers are unanimous in upholding the.Old 

Testament teaching on sexuality as mediated by Jesus. While 
relaxing the food laws. they warn repeatedly against the connec 
tion between false religion and false sexuality, i.e., sex outside 
marriage or "fornication" (see Acts I 5:28-29: I Corinthians 
5:9-11; Ceietien» 5: 19-20; Ephesians 5:3-5; Colossians 3:5; 
Hebrews l l: 16: Revelation l: 14-21: l I :8: 2 2: 15). \Vhlle the 
apostles give instructions for mixed-faith marriages, and single. 
celibate, and widowed people (e.g., I Corlntblens 7), tf.iey 
make no provision for any kind of sexual arrangements outside 
marriage. Indeed, they identify homosexuality as one variety 
of false sexuality ( / Timothy I :8-11; l Peter 2:6-7, Jude 7}. 

The Teaching of Jesus 
Jesus nowhere weakens or loosens the Old Testament teach 

ing about sexuality. In the very passage where Jesus declares 
obsolete the Mosaic food laws, he reaffirms the moral connec 
tion between sin in the human heart and specific actions: 
" .. .fornication, theft, murder. adultery ... " (Mark 7: 18-23). In 
two respects. Jesus· sexual ethic is more strenuous-than the Old 
Testament. He identifies exctusive monogamy as the primal 
purpose of God and exclusive celibacy as a slgnofdisdpleshlp, 
(Matthew 19:3-12). 

St. Paul on Homosexuality 
The two most important New Testament passages on homo 

sexuality come from central Epistles of St. Paul. In addressing 
those in the Church at Corinth who had abused their freedom 
in Christ. he writes: "Do you not know ... that neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals [passive or 
active) ... will Inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some 
of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
our God" ( 1 Corinthians 6: 9-11). Wlth the reference to bap 
tism. Paul is most likely reminding his converts of the basic 
moral instruction they received when they became Chrtsttans. 
Clearly this instruction was considered essential to membership 
in the Church and the future kingdom of God. 
The same tradition of Christian teaching. 
based on the Old Testament. undergirds 
Paul's well-known argument in Romans 1• 

I: 18-32 about God's wrath against all; hu- 
man ungodliness and wickedness. He claims 
that human sin led cbaractertsticalty to idola- 

1· • - 

try and to disordered desires in which "their 
women exchanged natural relations for un- '~ ;,... · 
natural. and the men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were consumed 
with passion for one another, men commit· 
ting shameless acts with men .... " 

Pauls focus on creation. nature. and sexual 
acts of-both men and women indicates that 
he is not opposing a particular practice, such 
as pederasty or prostitution, but the larger 
disorder of homosexual relations. In other 

-••• I 
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words. homosexual acts are wrong lntrinskalty, because they 
violate God's created design· for human nature. For this reason. 
Paul's te,1ching does not leave an opening to claim that some 
homosexual acts are good if they meet certatnextrlnslc criteria. 
like "committed" or "life-giving." 

Interpreting Biblical Moral Teaching. 
Some people ,1r3ue rhat the specific prohibitions of the Bible 

need to be interpreted in li3h, of larger Cospel principles, such 
as tove, This is true, bur ir does not contradict the specific bibllcal 
teaching (see Article XX). Anglicans have. especially from the 
time of Richard Hooker on. believed that God's revealed will 
relates to rhe concrete re,1l!ties of the world. Thus it is our 
conviction that, however challenging sexual discipline may be 
for homosexuals and heterosex1:1als alike, lr promotes their 
ultimate happiness. 

Some people would urge that as the Church has rejected 
Biblical allowances for slavery and treatrnenr of women as 
property. so also cultural prejudices against homosexuallty may 
be superseded by modern understandings of loving homosex 
ual relationships. This line of argument Involves a faulty com 
parison. The Bible sees slaver; as an evil condition which one 
may endure or get free from. Marriage. on the other hand, is 
originally a good arrangement which has been corrupted by sin: 
a Christian rnay either abstain from ir or humanize it in a spirit 
of mutual submission and Christ-like love ( / Corlntninns 7:38: 
Ephesians 5:2 1-33). The appropriate analogy in this case would 
be to say that faith in Christ frees homosexuals either to abstain 
from: sex or to seek to be transformed in their sexual desires so 
as to flnd fulfillment in marriage. 

Summary of Biblical Teaching 
The 1991 Statement by the House of Bishops of rne Church 

of England includes a helpful summary of biblical reaching: 
There is, tberetore. in Scripture cln evolving convergence 
on the ideal of iifelong, monogamous, heterosexual union 
as the setting inrencled by God for the proper development 
of men and women as sexual beings. Sexus! clcrivicy of any 
kind outskie msrriege comes to be seen as sinful; and 
bomosexuel prectice as especieity dishonourable. It Is also 
recognized char. God ITklY calf some to cellbecy for pestlcu 
ler service in his cause. Only by living v..irhTn these bounda 
ries are Christians co achieve chat holiness whfchls p/edslng 
co God. ~ssues in Sexuality. page 18) 

, .. , ! 
l; ~ ·• r t> . J 
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SECTION 3: THE UNMRSAI!. TEACHING 
Of THE CHURCH 

Anglicans have affirmed, under the authority of Scripture. 
the secondary authority of the cathollc tra 
d l,tlon. "what has been believed every 
where, always ancl by all people." The ,1f 
firmatlon of rnarrtage as the only legitimate 
form of sexual arrangement. wlth the alten 
native of abstinence. is one of che most 
universally accepted Christian te,1ehln3.s. 
The Early and Medieval Church 
The second generanon after the apostles 

\ clearly accepted the blbllca! prohtblrtons 
,.-'ij against fornlcatlon and hornosexualltv i\S 

part of Its "partern of sound teaching- (2 
Timothy J;/3: cf. l Timothy l:f'O). The 
early church did develop one of Jesus· 
teachings that w,1S foreign to [udaism, Thar 
was. the possibility and desirability• ob per 
son refusing rnerriege. Yet ,lb no point: did 
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this new option ever include the affirmation of 
genital acts. Indeed the earliest church rule, the 
second-century Dkiecne. explicitly condemned 
both pedophilia and homosexuality, and similar 
admonitions can be found from Church Fathers 
both East and West. Thus one patristic scholar 
concludes. 

As in the Nei,v Iestement, homosexual be· 
havior was not a f)<'lrticularly important 
issue for the Fathers, but wnerevet it 11,1s 
menrioned it was condemned. Argunbly. 
there was relacively little mention of homo 
sexuality in Patristic titerenue because there 
was no debate on rhe subject. The position 
recemly argued by John Boswell • that ho 
mosexual relarionships were acceptable in 
the church before the rwelfth cenuuy- does 
not square 111 rh rhe f'a ttistic sources. (Joseph 
Trigg. in Wholesome Ex.unple, page 31) 
Despite the difficulties of assimilating barbar- 

ian tribes into the Christian ethic. medieval sex 
ual doctrine is of a piece with that of the early 
church. Another scholar concludes that "for 
more t~an eight centuries the Latin church praised celibacy, 
acknov, !edged _the good~ess of marriage, and taught that 
~exual acts outside of marriage were wrong· (William Stafford 
in Wholesome Example, page 44). Thomas Aquinas, for in 
stance. elaborated the biblical and patristic understanding of 
homosexual,", as being • • • 

. 'J against nature for humans both I their capacity - 1 · n as anrrna sand as rational beings (Comment 
on Romans 1:16). ary 

The Reformation 
For all their joy in rediscovering the Gos el fr 

Reformers accepred wirhout ues . p ee?om, the 
teaching and discipline. The An qli ti: the church s sexual 
larly concerned to emph - ghcan formers were particu- 

asrze t at "the wo k f commandments of God b h r s o the moral 
tively. they commended ~:r~/ery tr~e works of faith." Posl 
ordained by God fo . ge as an honourable estate " 

. .. r procreation as a remed • , 
canon. and "for the murual s . . y to avoid fornl- 
Negacively, ihey condemned oc1ety of husband and wife." 
induded "all unlawful use of thadultery and. fornication, which 
generation" (Homilies 1.11. I ).ose pans which be ordained for 

The gre,n Anglican divine Richard H 
homosexuality directly, since Carholl poo_ker die! not discuss 
were all agreed that "unlawful co cs .. un~ans, and Anglicans 
!"°lluce and dishonour both a pul~t1on of all sorts .. doth 
inferred that he would have co!id:es. It may, however, be 
both to the laws of Scripture red homosexuality contra 
practice of the Church"('. I and nature, and "the anc·1eryt 

t..aWs .12 I· V l n Contemporary Ee · · · O. I cf. I. 10.10). 
D - umen1r ... , T espue recent revisionist '-<1.1 eachlng 

ans_ a~d study groups, the i~~~a~sals by individual theolo i- 
Chrisuan churches have w·th formularies of th . g 

1 • • 1 only rwo e vanous 
c assrc _ teaching on sexuality. Th. exceptions, restate 
even discussed the matter,,_ e Eastern Orthodox I d the 

h. =c.ause the . 1ave not reac 1ng to be non-negotiabl . Y consider the tr .. 
evangelicals and fundame I' e. Likewise, most aditional 
self-evident and settled fo nt~ts consider the bibl:onservative 
Tile Roman Catholic Ch r a - time. ica1 teaching 

Urch in ·1 l 
has likewise restated: 1 s 994 Catechism 

Basing Itself on Sacrea 5 . (sec. 2357) 
cripture \'i,1J 

ual aces as acts of grc1ve d · ich Presenc 
declared chat "homo eprdvity, tradtt. 5 homosex- 

sexuilf a - 10n has I crs are Int I a ways 
r ns/catty disor- 
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dered." They are contrary to the netuu! 
law. They close the sexual act to the gift of 
life. They do not proceed from a genuine 
affective and sexual cotnptementerlty: Un 
der no circumstances can they be approved. 
Most mainline Protestant churches, despite re· 

cent internal tensions and debates over homo 
sexuality. still possess clear statements of the 
classic teaching. The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America holds that "this church regards the 
practice of homosexual erotic behavior as contrary 
to God's intent for his children" ( 1980). The Pres 
byterian Church U.S.A. "Statement on the Ordina· 
tion of Homosexuals" ( 1978, reaffirmed in 1991 l 
concludes that "for the church to ordain a selt-af 
firming. practicing homosexual person to ministry 
would be to act in contradiction to its charter and 
calling in Scripture. setting In motion both within 
the church and society serious contradictions to 
the will of Christ. .. According to the United Meth· 
odist Church's Social Principles. "alrhough all per- 
sons are sexual beings whether or not they are 
married, sexual relatlons are only clearly elf 

firmed in the marriage bond ... The Southern Baptist Convention 
urged its churches and agencies "not to afford the practice of 
homosexuality any degree of approval through ordination. 
employment. or other designations of normal lifestyle." 

Two Church bodies have broken with this universal consen· 
~us. The 199 l General Synod of the United Church of Olri5t 
boldly affirms, celebrates, and affirms the gifts for ministry of 
lesbian, gay and bisexual persons ..... Likewise the Uni~e<l 
Church of Canada. While these churches claim to be the cutting 
edge of a new dispensation of doctrine, the dissension, division. 
and membership losses caused by these decisions could be a 
sign of doctrine gone awry. 

_ Contemporary Anglican Teaching 
While the specific issue of homosexuality has only. come to 

the fore recently. Anglican bodies addressed the matter of the 
Church's sexual teaching earlier in this century. The 19zo 
Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops stated: 

Recognizing that to live a pure and chaste life before and 
after marriage is, for both sexes. the unchangeable Christian 
standard, attainable and attained through the help of me 
Ho/~ Spirit by men and women of every age, the Conference 
des,~es t~ pr~claim the universet obligation of this standar~ 
and its vital importance as an essential condition of huma 
happiness. (Resolution 66) _ d 

. Again in 1930, the Lambeth bishops stated that ~illiCI~, 
irregular unions ... are contrary to the revealed will of I 
(Re I · osexua so ~tion 19). After addressing the concern for horn wenc 
legal nghts in I 978 and f 988, the Lambeth Conference_ hful· 
on to say that it "gladly reaffirms the Christian ideals of fct1dt c.:1115 
ness and ch - ,__ . ·age an . astity both within and outside marn ' . Jives 
Chnstia 1 I t to uve 
f h _ 1 s everywhere to seek the grace of Chr s 1ucioJ1 

o oliness d' - 1· Id ~ (Reso 
19 • rscrp me, and service in the wor .... 
~ 978] and Resolution 64 [ 1988]). f hom0· 

e Church of England began to review the issue O •~er of 
sexual'ty a nuniv . . . , as early as 1952. While there ha.ve been . ·ng che 
ind1v1du I d rev1st f Ch . a s and groups that have propose Ives re,1 - 
"' urch s traditional teaching the bishops themse 
11rrned th ' . c at teaching in a f 987 Resolution stating. 1u1nef1 

I. that . t / comn 1.-1 · 
h sexual intercourse is an act of to a I ac re W lch b I 1arr a.::, 

ti . e ongs properly within a permanent n 
onsh1p; 
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2. thet fornication and adultery are sins against this kiee), 
and are to be met by c1 call to repentance and the exercise 
of compessioru 
3. tbet homosexual acts also fall snort of this Ideal. and 

are likewise to be met by a call to repentance and the 
exercise of compassion; 
4. that .=ill Ctinstiens are cailed to be exemp!c1ry in all 

spheres of morality, including sexue! morality. and that H.o1f 
ness of life is especially required for Christian leaders. 
The English bishops followed this Resolution In 1991 wl~h a 

lengthy Statement entitled Issues in Sexuality, which con 
eludes: 

... thdt homophile orientetlon and Its expression In sexusl 
activity do not constitute a parallel and elternetive form of 
human sexuality as complete within the terms of the created 
order as me neterosexuel. The convergence of Scripture, 
tradition and reasoned reflection on experience. even 
including the newly sympathetic and perceptive thinking of 
our own day, make it impossible for the Church to come 
with integrity to any orher cone/us/on. Heterosexuality and 
homosexuality are not equeliy congtuous with the observed 
order of creation or wfth tbe insights of revelation as che 
Church engages with these [n the light of her pastoral 
minlsrry. 
While the Statement concedes that some homosexuals may 

choose conscientiously to engage in long-term sexual relation 
ships, it calls dergy and ordinands to uphold the Church's 
teaching of marriage or abstinence. 

Summary 
The nearly unanimous consensus on sexuality of churches 

over time, space. and culture forms the background to what is 
called "the Church's traditional teaching." Thus when contem 
porary Episcopal statements refer to ~traditional reaching." they. 
should not be taken to suggest that this teaching ls antiquated 
or obsolete. On the contrary. the burden of proof rests on those. 
who would revise this biblical and ecumenical consensus. 

onente tion. "vee were not dealing with a• publicly professed 
practicing homosexual. - 

Later in 1977, the House of, Bishops responded to the 
situation in three ways: they adopted a report from their 
Committee on Theology which concluded that "the biblical 
understending rejects homosexual practice": they passed "' 
Resolution that "no Bishop of this Church shall confer Holy 
Orders in violation of these principles - : and they ad dressed the 
Church at large In rhe now famous .. Port St. Lucie .. P<"\Stor-al' 
letter: 

ft ls clear from.Scriprure tnet the sexual union-of 1TI<1n ,rnd 
1NOman is God'» will and th.it this finds holy expression 
within the cover.am of msrrteg«. Therefore this Church 
confines its nuptial blessing to the union of male and 
iemale. Ir is ttkewise clear char In orciinatlon, this Church 
publicly requires each oratnena to fashion his or her 
personal life etter Chrlst as an example to rhe Ieltntu), The 
bishops. therefore, agree to deny otdlnetion to an advo 
cating end/or prectlcing nomosexuat person. In each case 
we mu.st not condone \Mldt we believe Cod wills to redeem. 
( 1979 Journal. B-226) 
The actions of the House of Bishops in 1977 were confirmed 

li>y rhe next General Convention in 1979. which P<'5Sed a 
Resolution by large majorities ln both Houses. The Resolution 
stated that homosexual orientation did nor present ,1 banter to 
ordlnatlon. It clid. however, 

reaffirm the treclittonel teaching of the Church onma11i,1ge. 
metite! fidelity. and sexual ctiestity as the star,rdclfd of 
Christian sexue! morality. Csruiidetes for ordinerion Me 
expected to conform to this standard. Therefore. we 
believe It Is not eppropria re for this. Church ro ordain c1 
practicing homosexual, or anyone who is engaged in 
heterosexual relations outside of rnsrriege. ( 1979 /ourf)c1.I 
C-88.89) 
Twenty bishops dissented from this Resolution. arguing for 

the propriety of. ordaining non-celibate. even non-monoga 
mous homosexuals. Ignoring rhe fact that the 1979 Resolution 
claimed to reaffirm biblical doctrine and ecumenical tradition. 

SECTION 4: CURRENT EPISCOPAL they claimed that the level, of authority of the 1979 Resolution 
DOCTRJNE ON HUMAN SEXUALITY was only recommendatory and ~hat they intended to define 

The Episcopal Church began to address the issue of homo- new standards of judging ordinands' manner of life: in their 
d eplscopal practice. 

sexuality 20 years ago. The discussions which have ensue 1 

were distinctly pastoral. affirming the status of homosexuals as Statements of the Church's Tea~hing 
children of God. noting the difference between homosexcal In the i 980s 
orientation and practice, and advocating full civil rights of ln 1988. the poiMization heightened. Confirming the English 
homosexuals. At the same time. the Church has remained House of Bishops acrlon of 1987, the General Convention. 
strikingly consistent ln its official teaching on homosexual acts. reaffirmed once again "the Biblical and traditional teaching on 
This teaching has been articulated mainly in Resolutions of the chastity anc1 ficJelity .. and called for further srudy and dialogue 
House of Bishops and General Convention. Historically. such on the sub;~t of ~umdn sexuality ( 1988 Journ,,d. 2061. This 
resolutions on moral matters have been considered binding on tlme. 29 bis!)

0
ps dissented. Then in December, 11989: Bishop 

its members and clergy. especially when they claim to be an Spong ord"il't ci ~obert W1lllc1rns, an avowed practicing homo- 
expression of "traditional teaching" and an interpretation of sexual. to tri e riesrhood. 
Prayer Book language about the manner of life ------------~ The bishops again. responded. In February. 
of clergy (Prichard in Wholesome Example. Tlit• Comp,!ssroSe. symbol of rhe .,,I) 1990, the Presiding Blshops Council of ,-\d- 
p" 5 c,111 Comn111n1011 ~Ii, I ff . , ges 1-54). "'ce rea rrned yer once .1g,1in the tradtuonal 

Statements of the Church's .,. ~ reaching of rhe church as artlculated In 1979. 
Teaching in the t 970s Jr noted char "not ,ill members of the church 

The 1976 General Convention called for ii 
1
,_i..i... agree with this position. ,\s they did nor when 

study of homosexual ordination to be re- ~ rhe resolution W<"IS adopted in I 979. Never- 
ported in I 979. In 1977. however, Bishop P,iui ~ (he less. short of action by the Ceneral Con- 
Moore of New York ordained Ellen Barrett. an veritlon, It Is the sratecl and aurhoriratlve 
avowed lesbian. to the priesthood. Bishop posltton of the church ,,t chis rime- ( 199.1 
Moore later Insisted that the judgment of her Jour.nal 50 l;-503). An their meeting in Sep- 
rnanner of life was based on her homosexual rernber. I 990, the House of Bishops en- 
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dorsed this statement ( 1991 Journal. page 40 I}. Less than two 
weeks later, Bishop Righter ordained Barry Stopfel. 

Statements of the Church's Teaching 
in the I 990s 

In 1991. the General Convention dealt with several attempts 
to darify the Church's teaching. 

I. Bishop George Hunt, whose Health and Human Affairs 
Committee had published a controversai report on human 
sexuality. presented a resolution that in effect would have 
rejected the 1979 position and approved same-sex blessings 
and ordination of practicing homosexuals. The resolution did 
not make it to the fioor of the Convention. 

2. Bishop William Frey proposed a canon stating: "All dergy 
of this Church shall abstain from genital relationships outside 
of holy matrimony." The canon failed in the House of Deputies 
and a similarly phrased resolution by Bishop John Howe failed 
In the House of Bishops. both by narrow margins. Some oppo 
nents argued that the Frey canon was redundant since the 1979 
resolution was authoritative as it stood. 
3. Finally, the Convention passed a resolution affirming one 

more time that the teadling of the Episcopal Church is that 
physical sexual expression is appropriate only within the life 
long monogamous "union of husband and wife in heart, body, 
and mind ... • It then went on to urge the Church to "continue 
to work to reconcile the discontinuity between this teaching 
and the experience of many members of this body .. ." 

The. 199_1 Convention adopted a plan for a church-wide 
sexuality dialogue and authorized a committee to prepare a 
Pastoral Teaching for the 1994 Convention. The proposed 
document, enmled "Co~ti~uing the Dialogue, .. was seen by 
many to un~ercut the exIsnng statements on sexuality. Vi or 
~~~n-fighting at the f 994 Convention led to the produ~on 
tion o new_st.ar~ments, the Affirmation of the Church's tradl 
K< . aJ t~chtng srg~ed by 104 bishops, and the Statement of Ai~::n,: of_ 70 bishops who dissented from that teaching 
rhe C g nenher_ of these statements was officially adopted. 

onvention did make significant moo·fi . . " • 
tinuing the Dial " i cations to the Con- 

/ Th ogue report(1994journa/ 141-142)· · ey demoted It from : · 
"pastoral study document.''a pastoral teaching to the level of a 
2. They prefaced the Resoluti ff . 

Church forfurtherdialoguew·thon o ~nng the document to the 
of the church that the norm 'r area rmation of "the teaching 
lifelong heterosexual m a ive context of sexual intimacy Is 

3 Th . onogamous marriage ... " 
. ey amended one of its "G .d . 

bishops committed themselves t u1 f ehnes" by Which the 
teaching. 0 con orrn to this traditional 

Summary 
After 20 years of contentious debat 

E~iscopal Churdl is badly divided ~~verhomosexuality, the 
bishops. some of whom have o. d . number of dissenting 
inaec'l5ed. as has the number of c;n:ned. homosexuals, has 
gregations who have withdrawn from ~at1ve clergy and con. 
funds. Nevertheless, the Church h b he church or withheld 
official formularies. The "tradition~ een quite consistent in •r 
abstinence outside of marriage a a teaching" that marriage J ~ 

options for laity and clergy has r~ the only acceptable s an 
1 every major statement even wti een repeatedly affirrnexdu~ 

d . • . , en <:.alling h e in un erstand the discontinuous" . t e Church lo 
h I expenen try to ornosexua s. Thus, on paper at I ce of conten, 
aligned with the vast body of c:r~:t: the Episcopal Ch~r;a?t' 
history and not with the United Ch tian churches thro h h is 
Church of Canada. urch of Christ and th uUg . out 

e nrted 
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CONCLUSION 
TT1e trial of Bishop Walter Righter, especially in Its fll'!>t phase 

on February 27, 1996, is not only about the conduct of ~r. 
individual but Is a matter of the doctrine of the Church. The 
judges must focus on the simple question: "Does the Churdi 
have a teaching on sexuality that would exclude practtcrng 
homosexuals from ordination?" 

The burden of this paper has been to survey the biblical. 
historical, and contemporary data on that question alone. There 
are other issues related to the Church's understanding oI 
homosexuality and ministry to homosexuals, but that ls no: 
what is a_t issue in this particular case. . 

1 There 1s overwhelming evidence that the Church Unlversa;. 
and the Episcopal Church in particular, has held and continues 
to hold the doctrine that "physical sexual expression is ar,pr°: 
priate only within the lifelong monogamous com°:itment ~ 
husband and wife." The coronary of this moral doctnne Is th~, 
homosexual practice is contrary to the will of Goel and tncapab'e 
of serving as an example to God's people. The fact c~a~ '.he 
affirmation of marriage and celibacy. rather than the prohib,u~, 
of homosexuality, has been the dominant note in the Churchs 
doctrine is simply a reminder that wholesome sexual love and 
disciplined abstinence is part of the Good News of following 
Jesus Christ. 

To put the weight of the evidence in perspective. imagine 
any other assured Christian doctrine. such as that of the Holy 
Trinity. Would a similar survey of biblical teaching. his.tone 
~ I • ,e7 ormulas, and contemporary debates be any more cone u5I" ·, 
The doctrine of the Trinity may be more crucial as a matter ~ 
salvation, but sexual doctrine is hardly peripheral. Fidelity_in 
ma · · · n ,111th rnage 1s connected with God's purposes in creano · , the image of God in human nature, and with covenant falrhfu:· 
ness; on the other hand, false sexuality is consistently a.ssoa· 
ated with false spirituality. Therefore it is impossibl~ for 
orthodox Christians to consider sexual lifestyle as an _inciiffer- 
enr" matter. · 

There simply is no alternative teaching in Scripture or in rhe 
t d. · · {John ra rtion from which to legitimate homosexual practice . 
Boswell notwithstanding}. The vacuum of cioctri nal alternatives 
may explain why recent revisionist proposals have been vag~e 
at · I · h f Chnsr crucia points. For instance, the United Chute . 0 a/it.' 
forrnulary endorses not only homosexuality but also bise-..:u -. 
and does not specify lifelong intent as a necessary condition fo; 
a wholesome example of sexual relationship. Cut loose fro;,' 
the traditional teaching gay-rights proponents are thernse_l..,~ 
d' . , id rnIrro, JVJded over whether homosexual relationships shou th
e Church's traditional teaching for marriage. rs of 
The Churc~ has a single normative, teaching in rn:~r~f one 

sexual morality: that is the cond_usion of this essay. Ev of t,asiC 
believes that the Church's position is not a matter lY be 
doctrine and should be changed it should in all hones d still 
~ck~owledged that the traditionai teaching has been H~use of 
is t e official position of the Episcopal Church. The 
Bishops s d . go: 

rate this straightforwardly five years a ,c theY 
Not iii! me b · . • sitlOfl, ~ d' m ers of the church egree 1Mth this po N=Verrtie- t: not wnen rhe resolution was adopted In 19!9· chesrt1ted 
ss. short of action by the Generc1/ Convention. tt Is. 

and authoritative position of the church c1C t/Jfs time- positlOfl 
The Gen I c ge the e11r ( era onvention has not acted to ctian f pern1~ 

dnor ~nit, lawfully, if it is shown to be a matter o . d r1,e rr,1· 
octnne) If . ffirnie tf1IS 

diti · anything, the l 994 Resolution rea 
O 
affirf1'1 ii 

d o~al teaching. The duty of the Church Court 15 t · person• 
octnne as I dges 
. . a matter of fact, regardless of the u op1n100 of it 

s contemporary value.■
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LETTERS Continued from Page 3 
uscfu! work ,,,1 the Articles I know. .. [ !Jc was published in Irr:land ... 

O'Dnnovan. Oliver, On the Thirty-Nine Articles, [This La 
tinier M,mograplt. rnb1i1/ed A Conversation with Tudor Cllr.is 
lianily. is a mos! intrigulng wor]; in its mrn class. p11hlished in 
I lJ.'lfJ./ Righrly. {0' Donovan's] position is 1h0111·e ca111101 he prop 
erly cctunenicu! unless and until we 1hom11ghfy understand our 
own heritage.our 0\1'11 itle111it)' as A11g/ica11.L.{ A I srriking (insight/ 
is tlu: discussion m1 the Church and Sacraments. Archbishop 
Cranmer lwdfar more perception than we realize ... { Available from 
A11gfin111 Rook Centre. 600 Jarvis Street. Toronto. ON Canada 
M-11' 2H1. -1/6192.J-9!92./ 

Latimer Studies 20-21, Tire Thirty-Nine Articles: Their Place 
and Use Today. available from St. Peter Publicatians. P.O. Box 
713. Charkntetown, Prince Edward lsland. CIA 7LJ Canada. 

Bishop Robert Mercer of the Anglican Catholic Church of 
Canada also recommends: The Council of Trent and Anglican 
Forrnularies (1933) and The Church Universal and the See.of 
Rome i 1939 J. both by the late Dr. Edward Symonds C.R., or The 
Thirty-Nine Articles. papers read al an Atlantic Theological Con 
Ierence, published by St. Peter Publications. 

Earn a B A.R. M.Min .. M.DiL D.Min. from •.. ,;; 
Life-Experience. correspondence. directed home . ; ·. · ... 
study. credit by exam. research. and transfer 6l &» · 
credits. St. James School of Theclogy. Dept. C. · 1w . 
I-HO Lake Tarpon Ave .. Tarpon Springs. FL. 
34689 Au\hora,db). th, Flonda :-w, l!wlil,~· 11.iq..,, ,1,:111c,~ ..... 1 I """"'ti:,.. 

Teaches The Faith 
and 

OUr Anglican Heritage 

We Offer 
Easy To Teach Courses 

Which Cover 
Every Aspect OfThe Faith! 

Now In Use Throughout 
'Fhe Anglican Comm.union! 

For our free catalogue 
THE TEALS 

Dept. C 
P.O. Box 349 

Gr anby. CO 80446 

':97,0J$J7~380t$ ,- -¥~~~ 
I soo1332 .. 8$25tTEAL> 

NEW SERMON SERIES AVAILABLE 
Encouraged by several church leaders and members. the 

Rev. William Sisterman rector of the Analican Church of 
St. Dunstan, Minneapolis, announces the-publicalion of a 
series of sermons following the Eucharistic Propers found 
in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. This 212-page series 
is the first set of sermons since 1978. when the Fellowship of 
Concerned Churchmen made available sermons since 1.978. 
when the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen made avail- 

I 
able sermons prepared by tbe R1. Rev. Robert C. Harvey, 
primarily for use by lay readers in new Continuing Church 
parishes that were without clergy on some Sundays. 

Father Sis1e1111an has been.a priest for 32 years and rector 
of S1. Dunstan's for six years. His sermons are centered on 
the Person of Jesus Christ and his illustnuions are generally 
Biblical. 
The printing of the sermons grew frt1111 a n1inistf)1 within 

~t. Dunstan 's Parish in which the Sunday Eucharist service 
is taped and mailed h> shut-ins and parishioners vacationing 
out of stale. When a number of people asked for printed 
c_opics of the SCl111011S, a trnnscription was made by Fr. 
Sistcrrnan's wife, Carol. and the final cdiring was done by 
Fr. Sistennan himself. He then decided 10 make the sermons 
available to his fellow priests and lay readers. 

TI1c entire series is priced at $75. puyabll! in advance to: 
The Rev. William Sistcrmun 

322 151h Avenue North 
Hopkins, :\·IN 55.34.l 

6l2ilJJ8-7580; 920-9122 

ST. ELIAS SCHOOL 
Of ORTHODOX THEOLOGY 
Residential and External Programs 
Previously Earned Credits Accepted 

International Accreditation 
Open to Non-Orthodox 

Earned Degrees in: Dipl. Theo!., lie. Theo!., D.D., S.T.D. 
Contact: St. Elias School of Orthodox Theology 

PO. Box 22237, Lincoln, NE 6t\5-l2-2237 
Phone: (.:J0'2\ -!75-f~l92 • Fil,: (-102) -188-2587 

E-m<1il: dl:><1:;5,,,.,J)ltt'C.nd ., 

Reportir.g the news of Anglicanisrr·s lmgest :rad1tionc1list 
organization. the Episcopal Synod of America. with articles by 
the Rev. Peter Toon. the Rev. Dr. David Ousley. Or. Thomas 
Reeves. the Rev. Samuel Edwards, Kathleen Reeves. the 
Rev. ~r. Jeflrey Steenson. and others. Ecited by William 
Murchison; published ten times a year. 

Send $19.95 to: 
ESA, 6300 Ridgi•ea Piace. 

Suite #9.10, Fort 'North, TX 76116 
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Prominent C Of E Clergyman, 
Some Parishioners, Go To Rome 

A well known Church of England traditionalist, Canon 
Christopher Colven-rector of London·~ St. Steph~n·~, 
South Kensington, master of the Walsingham Shrines 
College of Guardians. and master of the Society of the Ho!y 
Cross-was to be received into the Roman Catholic 
Church along with 35 of his parishioners on April 13. 

Colven explained that for the two years since the C of E 
ordained its first female priests, he and his congregation 
have been grappling with the question of what their future 
should be. 
Colven and his curate, Fr. Neil Cocking, hope to be 

ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood. 
Meanwhile, a new Anglican vicar will be appointed by the 

Bishop of London, and a Roman priest will minister to the 
converts. 

For the first six months after their reception into the 
Roman Church, the 35 new Roman Catholics are to share 
the St. Stephen's facilities with the 95 parishioners who are 
remainin~ AngHcans, holding separate services, although 
at presst,me this could not be absolutely confirmed; not 
everyone at St. Stephen's has been happy with the pro 
posed arrangeme_nt. Colven, however. hoped it would prove 
a helpful venture in grassroots ecumenism. demonstrating 
ihat 'what binds us together is stronger than what divides." 

Colvens move has engendered further uncertainty 
about the future of 
the Anglican Shrine 
at Walsingham. A 
quarter of its 
Guardians have left 
to become Roman 
Catholics, among 
them the former 
Bishop of London 
Graham Leonard: 
and John Gummer 
Environment Sec'. 

, rotary 
Sources: Church 

T_imes. The Daily 
ld,:-:araph 

-·- 
CANON COLVEN is 
among several high 
profile Col E converts 
lo the Roman Church. 

EDS, Several ECUSA Bishops, 
To Cooperate With Baltimore 
Study Of Same-Sex Couples 

Baltimore's Johns Hopkins School of Medicine is to 
underta~e a five-year study of "covenanted" same-sex 
couples in th~ Episcopal Church (ECUSA), with the coop 
eration of Episcopal Divinity School (EDS) in Massachu 
setts, and of 11 EC USA diocesan bishops. D:. John W. Payne, associate professor at Johns Hopkins, 
~onhrmed that the school will conduct comparisons of mar 
ned heterosexual couples with homosexual couples who 
ha~e agreed to be faithful to each other, reports Baltimore 
radio commentator Les Kinsolving. 
The study had not (at this writing) received an indication 

of support from the bishop of the diocese in which it will be 
b~sed, Maryland. Payne reportedly said Maryland's new 
bishop, the Rt. Rev. Robert lhloff, "had the proposed plan 
under consideration, but has not yet consented." Payne 
also explained that, while the project has the approval of 
11 of ECUSA's 119 diocesan bishops it is in need of 
funding. ' 

Reportedly supporting the study are the Episcopal Dio 
ceses of California, El Camino Real. Indianapolis, Los 
Angeles, Massachusetts. Michigan, Minnesota, Newark, 
N_ew Hampshire, New Jersey, and Rochester. Three of the 
d1oc~ses _are led by bishops serving on the ECUSA court 
d~ahng with charges and issues arising from Bishop Walter 
Righter's ordination of a noncelibate homosexual. 
The project is described as: "A nationwide perspectives 

longitudinal study within the Episcopal Church on the 
~tability, relationship and adjustment of church-supported, 
lifelong, monogamous, same-sex covenants, using hetero 
sexual marriages as a comparison group ... Both hetero_sex 
ual and same-sex couples who agree to participate will be 
required to answer an initial questionnaire, prior to the 
blessing of their marriage-or their covenant-and then 
follow-up questionnaires yearly for live years." . 1 Kinsolving said Payne, the chairman of the Ep1scopa 
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Traffic Between Rome And 
Canterbury Goes Both Ways 

Wh·1 · • . . h e attracted 1 e Anglican priests swimming the Tiber av 
much attention of late, the traffic is not all one way. ts now 

A study found 57 former Roman Catholic pries •nee 
servi_ng as clergy of the Church of England_-thou_~l~i~an 
Ang_hca~ clerics may choose not to advertise thet may be 
origins In Crockford's Clerical Directory, there 
many m~:,re. Church 

Certainly numerous British priests left the Roman nd vati 
over the clerical celibacy discipline; since the Se~~ to have 
can Council, over 100,000 priests worldwide are 5~\hose left 
departed the active ministry; an estimated 2,000 ° Advent, a 
the Roman Church in England according to r priests. 
Roman Catholic group representing married for~!s that a 

A survey taken at the end of last Y~~r sh the Kno'-'m 
strong sense of vocation is characteristic of s never a 
Roman-turned-Anglican priests. Laicization ~!ir prie5II~ 
~eri~onally appealing option for them, _and /10yaltY- rv1os 
a ing proved stronger than denominationa 
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Holloway Has Choice Words 
For Women Priest Opponents 

Welsh clergymen are "reeling in shock" after the 
head of the Scottish Episcopal Church, Bishop Richard 
Holloway, said during a service in Bangor Cathedral, 
Gwynedd, that opponents of women priests are "miser 
able buggers," and the "meanest-minded sods you can 
imagine." 
The statements by the Bishop of Edinburgh-father 

of the liberal "Affirming Catholic" movement-got a 
standing ovation at the service organized by I.Noman 
Priests for Wales, but may not bode well tor the Welsh 
Anglican Church's upcoming decision on women 
priests. 

Holloway's views "left more traditional churchmen like. 
the Canon Precentor of Bangor, Geraint Vaughan 
Jones. and the Canon Treasurer of Bangor Cathedral, 
William Jones, sputtering with outrage," reported The 
Daily Mail. 

In a joint statement, they said: "Call us old-fashioned 
if you like, but we find it appalling that such language 
should be used in the house ot God. Why complain of 
foul language on television and radio when .we are now 
to hear it in our churches?" 

Chaplains Committee at Johns Hopkins, refused to identify 
anyone involved with what had been described as a "corn-. 
mittee of clergy and laity from Baltimore which is organizing, 
the study." 
Word of the study came in an April 7 letter (put "online") 

from the past president of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 
the national Episcopal laymen's organization. to the Arch 
bishop of Uganda. Warning of the "apostasy:' 0f the study, 
Robert Kirschner of Lakeville, Massachusetts, wrote the 
Most Rev. Livingstone Nkoyoyo that: 

"The official position of the Episcopal Church is that we 
only recognize marriage between heterosexuals, that is, a 
man and a woman. This 'study' is a guise to disregard the 

Continued on Page 18 

spoke with appreciation of their ministry in the C of E, 
indicating it had put them in contact with a wider section 
of the British community than their former ministry. Most 
have found a niche in the Anglican liberal "Catholic" wing; 
none is a traditionalist, although one describes himself 
as an Evangelical. 
Survey respondents also varied in a few respects. Some 

spoke highly of their former bishops. while others recounted 
bitter breaks and personal slights as they left: Roman dog 
matism was a factor in the decision of some to become 
Anglican, while others would prefer a more structured ape 
proach to moral theotoqy than Amglicanism provides. Those 
who married have round warmth and encouragement• in 
family lite; one or two who are homosexual find Anglican 
church life more tolerant ol them. 
There are also hundreds ot former Roman Catholic 

priests in the United Kingdom who have remained with the 
Roman Church, but have been laicized in order to marry. 

Sources: Church Times, The Church of England News 
paper, Ecumenical News Internacional 

FR. ROBERT SHACKLES (left), a past president of the Prayer Book 
Society, and Fr. George Wilcox, lormerly of EeUSA's Diocese of 
Springfield, nave joined the ACA. 

Former PBS President, Alild 
Leading Illinois Priest, 

Leave ECUSA For contlnuum 
Among recent additions to the Anglican Church in Amer 

ica (ACA) are two former Episcopal Church (ECUSA) 
priests. one a past president of the Prayer Book Society, 
the other a former president of the Diocese of Quincy's 
standing committee who has joined along with some ot his 
congregants. 

The Rev. Robert Shackles, former Society President, 
and rector of St. Paul's, Muskegon. Michigan, from 1972- 
93, will be starting a mission of the Continuing Church in 
the Muskegon area. Another past Society President, the 
Rev. Garrett Clanton. atriliated with ACA a few years ago 
and is now rector oi St. Aidan's. Des Moines. 

The Rev. George Wilcox. formerly rector of St. Matthew's, 
Bloomington. Illinois. and a priest ior 30 years. has comeinto 
the ACA with about 35 of his parishioners. Wilcox and the 
new parish of St. Nicholas were received by ACA Primate, 
Archbishop Louis Falk, on February 25. 

Shackles told rec he decided to disaffiliate with EC USA 
because he was he was "just tired of being angry all the 
time" about its advancing liberal revisionism. "I (eel 
cleansed." he said of his move to lhe ACA. in which he 
looks Iorward to the chance lo "fight for the better cause." 
helping to preserve traditional Anglicanism in an unhin 
dered context. He hopes to start work on the Muskegon 
rmssron by the end ot May. 

A Pennsylvania native, Snackies anendeo Lehigh Univer 
sity and Berkeley Divinity School. and was ordair~ed in ·1954. 
He served parishes in Mar.yland and New York as well as his 
home state before being called to· St. Paul's. Married with 
two children. he is a past vice president of the Diocese of 
Western Michigan's executive committee and former mem 
ber of the Episcopal Synod of America. 

The New Fire reported that Fr. Wilco:< and some St. 
Matlhe','✓·s parishioners had discussed forming a ((:)ntinuing, 
Anglican parish in Bloomington for several years, in light of 
·the deterioration ot the faith" in ECUSA. a lack of pastoral 
care lrom the Bishop of Springiield. Peter Beck.with, and the 
advent of women priests in the diocese. 

Talk turned to action following what the 1radi1ionalist priest 
all~es was a campaign of; harassment by Beckwith, ,'<'.hich 
ultimately resulted in the reclassification of; St. Matt11ew:s 
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·11· ) a mission under the (which has assets of $4 mi ion . ~s · (Diocesan 
bishop's cod~catr~~J~p~~c~~f t~:c;:~~~~i~~!~r:~ and some 
sources 1n 1 . onse to concerns 
other actions in the ca_se. were m resp tthew's lead- 
expressed by some parishioner~ abou~ St. Ma -which an 
ership. rec is lookin9 further into this matt:~d hopes to 
initial probe indicates is unusually com~lex lion from the 
bring readers more o~ it, includ1_ng in orma 
diocese and/or bishop, in a future issue. - Ed-) han e 

Falk said his careful check turned up nolhi~g 10 c 1 
his impression of Wilcox as_ a good a~d g~nuine ~~st~~m~ 
addition to the priest's service on Ouincy s stand . g f 
rnittee. Falk noted that Wilcox was once a nominee or 
bishop of that EC USA dioc~se. . for 

'·He is an experienced priest who will be a huge pl~s . 
the (ACA) Diocese of the Missouri Vall~y,: th~ archb1~hop 
told TCC. "He is already doing a good Job with St. Nicho 
las, he added. Presently worsh1pp1ng in the chapel ~f 
Bloomington's Metzler-Froelich Memorial Home, W1l_cox_s 
flock now includes 23 families, and congregants ranging m 
age from 20 months to 98 years old. , 
The New Jersey-born Wilcox attended St. Jerome s 

College of the University of Waterlo? in Ontario, Canad~; 
Villanova University and St. Francis S~mmary, bot~. m 
Pennsylvania. He has served parishes in West V1rg1nia, 
Arkansas, as well as in Illinois. A Navy vet~ran, h~ al~o 
served as a military chaplain, and as chaplain to Vir~m1a 
Polytech Institute and State University, Blacksburg, with a 
weekly congregation of over 3,000 students and faculty. In 
1973, he taught psychology and history at Sullins Colleg~, 
Bristol, Virginia, and became one of the two deans of the 
college; he also was appointed director of the Gove_rn~r•s 
School for the Gifted at Sullins. He has done continuing 
education at the University of Paris; St. Thomas University, 
Rome· and the Catholic University of America in Washing 
ton, o'.c. His wife, Mary, a former English professor at 
Virginia Interment College, _has for the past 12 year~ 
worked as behavioral therapist and counselor for the Illi 
nois Department of Mental Health. 
Wilcox attended the 1977 Congress of Concerned 

Churchmen in St. Louis, the springboard for most of the 
Continuing Church movement, and after that followed the 
Continuum with interest. Notably, it was a former Bishop 
of Springfield, the late and staunchly traditional Albert 
Chambers, who consecrated the first four bishops for the 
Continuum in 1978. 
'THE ACA BID HEARTFELT FAREWELL not long ago 

to Jessie Louise Coburn Laukhuff, wife of the late Perry 
Laukhuff, the U.S. Continuum's most noted layman and 
respected "elder statesman." Mrs. Laukhuff, who died of 
acute leukemia, was active in the Church all her life, "but 
will be remembered by most for the strong and constant 
support she gave her husband in his fight for the Anglican 
Tradition," said a tribute to her in Ecclesia. "A highly edu 
cated woman or many talents,'' she was very involved in 
the life of All Saints·, Charlottesville, Virginia, where some 
especially recall the "cogent and witty contributions" she 
made to study sessions on the Bible and Church Fathers. 
"She was an excellent [example] of what it means to be a 
lady and a Christian woman in a world that seems to have 
forgotten the value and meaning of both." Mrs. laukhuff is 
survived by her daughter, Louise Argyle Laukhuff, and her 
niece, Linda Coburn Toler. 
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ECUSA Settles Suits 
Against Former Treasurer _ 

hed an agree The Episcopal Church (EC~SA) has reac USAtreasu~er 
ment to settle its civil suits against former EC . ned Ep1s· 
Ellen Cooke and her husband, Nicholas, a res,g 
copal priest . embezzled 

Following a 1995 audit contention that sheded guilty to 
$2.2 million in church funds, Mrs. Cooke ple~ederal court 
misusing a lesser amount in Janua_ry at a ke was due 
hearing in Newark. Criminal prosecution of Co~or May 29. 
to end with her sentencing, now rescheduled d recover· 
. Meanwhile, EC USA has made prog~ess to~i;ch's insur 
ing the funds diverted by Mrs. ~ooke. The ~Ilion, and the 
ance company has paid a claim of $1 mi h their two 
Cookes last year turned over to the chur~n sold. 
valuable homes, at least one of which has bed ed by the 

Regarding the civil suits more recently 10.lng Bishop 
church to obtain additional restitution, Pres, b~th parties 
Edmond Browning released a statement bb en reached 
Ma_rch 22, stating that an agreement had ~h and Mrs. 
which "settles all claims between the chu_r 

I 
her nus 

Cooke, and related claims asserted agai~r. and Mrs. 
band ... The agreement includes transfer by_ !"quid assets 
Cooke to the church of substantially all of their ~urn of "ta,:i 
valued at approximately $100,000" and th~ r\as been ,_n 
gible personal property of the church" which reement wrll 
Mrs. Cooke's possession. "The terms of the a~ tied that the 
not be further publicized, but the church is sans der all the 
Settlement is in the church's best intere5I un 
circumstances of this case." ccording 1~ Eprscopaf News Service reported that, •nat tines ~ 
Browning, the church is pursuing "additl~ookeS, 

8
': 

Potential recovery" that do not involve the ney mee! rn 
results would be reported to bishops when t September. 
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Suspension Causes Turmoil 
In Two New Mass. Congregations 

In the third major eruption in the Episcopal Diocese ot 
Massachusetts in as many months, two congregations 
gave hostile Palm Sunday receptions to the diocesan, 
Bishop Thomas Shaw, atter he suspended their priest on 
a charge of sexual misconduct alleged to have occurred 
more than 20 years ago. 

Shaw said he took the action in response to an affidavit 
naming the Rev. James Randall Hiles, filed by an uniden 
tified woman. Hiles. 67, denies the charge, the details of 
which have not been released. 

But congregants of the 1,300-member St. Paul's. Brock 
ton, and its mission, the Church ot Our Savior, East Milton, 
claim Shaw's suspension of Hiles is actually retaliation for 
"the vestry's forceful rejection ot [Shaw's] novel theology, 
religious coercion and dictatorial threats to reclassify St. 
Paul's as a mission," parish leaders said. 
The congregations have sparred with the diocese over. 

finances and Shaw's support for the marriage and ordina 
tion of noncelibate homosexuals. According to The Boston 
Globe, St. Paul's quietly voted in August to withdraw the 
123-year-old church from the diocese due to the latter's 
"increasinqly liberal positions" on homosexuality as well as 
abortion. 

Parish leaders say they are unaware of any basis for the 
misconduct accusation from their knowledge of Hiles, who 
was praised by his flock as a caring pastor, devoted to the 
church and St. Paul's soup kitchen. 

But Shaw maintains that, after consulling with Hiles· ac 
cuser. her family and diocesan staff, he found the allegation 
"both substantive and credible, warranting further investiga 
tion." Shaw indicated in late March that Hiles would remain 
on suspension while that process was underway. 

Meantime, he decided to visit Hiles' flock because he 
wanted "to show people I care about this parish and .. them. 
I know it's a very difficult and distressing time tor them, and 
I wanted to be with them in their pain and suffering." 

Canon Edward Rodman, spokesman for the Massachu 
setts diocese, said the visit was not intended to "provoke 
~ confrontation·· but to "have a meeting with the congrega 
tion and to explain our concerns ... " He said the diocese 
takes sexual misconduct charges "very seriously," andwas 
respon~ing according to established policy. . . . 

But since parish leaders believe the charge against their 
minister of 21 years is trumped up, what happened was no.t 
a conference but a collision. 

"Only one of the 40 worshippers at.Our Savior would 
lake Holy Communion from Bishop Shaw. and many of 
them_ lat~r yelled at [him] in a hostile question-and-answer 
~ess_1on· about Fr. Hiles· suspension. reported the Globe; 
During one angry exchange, witnesses said. church war 
d~n Peter Anderson told the diocesan chancellor, Geor~e 
Kidder, to 'sit down and shut up.' Bishop Shaw and his 
small entourage abruptly left the meeting." . . 

At Sl. Paul's, where Shaw attended the EuchanSI but did 
not celebrate-and the slated meeting with parishioners 
never t~ok place-the congregation hired ~ecu~_1ty person 
ne! to Prevent disruptions or confrontati~.ns .. the story 
said._ One ottlcer "fell in behind the bishop duriog a pro 
cessional walk around the church, and other officers hov- 

ered over the pew occupied by Shaw and Kidder during 
lhe service. 

As Shaw left the church, he was peppered with, "loud, 
insistent ouesuons" from several parishioners and,uinsults" 
from one of them. 

"A woman has allegedly been terribly abused. and peo 
ple don't seem to be concerned about that. or even con 
cerned about the possibility that these allegations have 
happened.'. Shaw said in subsequent remarks. ~it's tragic 
that- people are focusing instead on these other things:· 

According to The Living Church. members of Our Savior 
say Shaw-ele'lated to his position after tt:e suicide of. 
Bishop David Johnson last year-has not replied to ques 
tions on the homosexual issue put lo·him in letters. and has 
prevented discussion of that and other key matters at 
diocesan ccnvention. 

Instead, St. Paul's vestry officials claim Shaw threatened 
to reduce the parish to a mission and seize its property. 

St. Paul's has actually been unhappy with liberal trends 
in the diocese tor three years, during which it has retused 

to pay its annual assessment to 
the jurisdiction. According to 
TLC, Rodman asserted that St 

BISHOP SHAW found himself per 
sona non grata among conservative 
parishes led by a priest he sus 
pended on a 20-year•o!d sexual mis 
conduct allegation. Shaw defended 
his action, saying that, .. A woman 
has allegedly been terribly abused, 
and people don't seem to be con 
cerned about that.." 

Paul's is not adequately sup 
porting the rector, relying in 
stead on support from the 
mission. and ihat SI. Paul's is in 

arrears on loan and Church Pension Fund payments. He 
said that was why St. Paul's is "on the brink of being 
declared a mission." 

Meanwhile. Our Sa'lior's bid to retain control ot a $2 
million bequest it was gi11en is in dispute. as the bishop is 
canonically the rector of a mission. 

The Rev. S. Lester Ralph, a:, ECUSA priest serving as· 
Hiles' lawyer, told the Globe his client was summoned on, 
one day's notice to a meeting with Shaw in late March. 
Hiles was then "made aware for the iirst time of the 
allegations," and was not given an opportunity to face his 
accuser or respond. "A letter was simply thrust before him 
suspending him from his priestly functions and demanding. 
that he agree to it forthwith:' the lawyer said. 

Shaw denies the claim that trliles was given, no chance 
to respond, and added that the diocese tried in vain to settle 
the. matter "informally." 

As in other recent conflicts involving conser,ati11eitradi 
tional parishes ot the diocese-All Saints'. Ashrnont, and 
Advent, Boston-Rodman denied that the diocese or 
bishop were "out to get" the priest or parish for doctrinal 
and/or linancial reasons, saying that diocesan oHicials 
were instead responding to outside initiati•1es-in this case 
a sworn complaint iiled against Hiles. He noted that Shaw. 
"could have fired [Hiles) as vicar of Milton"·before this, "and 
demanded that Brockton pay up. We take no pleasure in 
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this. We've been trying for three years to work it out." 
The Globe commented, though, that St. Paul's is one of 

several churches 'that have strongly opposed" Shaw's 
"attempts to exert his authority over churches that do not 
share his views." . 

In each of the other recent parochial cases, bot~ e~ta1l 
ing clashes over the rector. the diocese has maintained 
that the bishop could not have become involved without a 
request for a .. Canon 21" resolution proces~ ~ade by the 
rector and/or vestry, and that diocesan off1c1als lack the 
power to "foist any agenda on any parish, .. as Rodman put 
it. But some orthodox observers believe at least one of the 
Canon 21 requests stems from conditions created by 
Shaw, and that he uses the canonical process to break up 
parochial resistance to his agenda. On that score, they see 
some similarities between the three cases. 

At All Saints', some commentators say Shaw's all_egecl 
refusal to discuss differences contributed lo an escalation of 
tension that left the vestry feeling it must choose between 
the outspokenly orthodox rector it ~ad backe_d f~r several 
years, and its relationship with the b1shop-wh1ch In turn led 
to a request for Canon 21 proceedings. _In Shaw's "godly 
judgmenr ending that process, he co~f,rmed the vestry 
majority's claim that there had been a "irretrievable break 
down" in the pastoral relation, and ousted the Rev. Richard 
Bradford from the rectorship of All Saints' earlier this year. 
At Advent, a Canon 21 process resulted from dissatis 

faction with the rector voiced in 1993 by the parish's 
governing corporation-set up in 1844 to protect Advent's 
Anglo-Catholicism. But that has somehow led to a complex 
legal battle. in which the diocesan challenge to the corpora 
tion's right to appoint the vestry threatens to end the corpo 
ration's authority over Advent-and its assets-altogether. 

In this, the diocese notes it is responding to requests for 
relief from the congregation and rector. the Rev. Andrew 
Mead, in what is deemed an effort to enfranchise Advent's 
members with rights enjoyed by other Episcopalians. The 
corporation, which has built up a $12 million endowment 
for Advent, calls attention to the fact that such "enfranchise 
rnent' has somehow led to the reduction of the prominent 
Anglo-Catholic parish to a mission with Shaw as rector and 
Mead as vicar. 

The latter was one among a recent chain of events, which 
began when most corporation members, responding to what . ·_._. ,,. ). · i· .·, they viewed as Shaw's 

· / 
1 

. ,,. ·:·. - . u/Jra vi res demands, 
· / < ·:, .. ,·:~ • voted to pull Advent out 

>(. · of ECUSA. In meetings 
J:;/ then called by Mead, 
,:_ffJ:.~-: . parishioners elected 

their own vestry. and a 
reconstituted/rival cor 
poration was set up 
with plans to create a 

, •;, ~• "corporation of the 
' · whole" including all 

congregants. 

ADVENT, BOSTON, the ob 
ject of another major, and 
the most protracted, dis 
pute in the Episcopal Dio 
cese of Massachusetts. 

SAME-SEX STUDY Continued from Page 14 
official position of [the church] and the teachings of Holy 
Scripture ... lt comes from .. the devil, not from God! In the 
name of Christ Jesus-and in memory of the Ugandan 
Martyrs, who died cherishing the faith as revealed to them 
in Holy Scripture-I beg you to withdraw any clergy candi 
dates the Church of Uganda has at [EDS, which] has taken 
a leading role in attempting to have the church teach that 
homosexuality is simply an alternative lifestyle, acceptable 
to God." 

"The Ugandan Martyrs," noted Kinsolving, "were 32 
young boys who served as pages in the court of King 
Mwanga. On June 2, 1886, they were burned to death by 
order of the king, because, as devout Christians, they 
refused to allow him to sodomize them. Their martyrdom 
is remembered in a special day in the Episcopal Church's 
cal_endar-although reportedly it is not widely observed in 
Episcopal [parishes] in San Francisco, New York and 
Newark." 

*TWO GAY MEN UNITED AT A CAUFORNIA EPISCO 
PAL CATHEDRAL SAY THEIR LOVE IS "AN IMAGE OF 
THE DIVINE LOVER OF HUMANKIND.'' At a ceremony 
in Trinity Cathedral, San Jose, Kevin Crispin and Anthony 
Alfieri indicated they see their relationship as on an equal 
footing with traditional marriage, and contended that a 
blessing should be available to people in any kind of loving 
relationship. According to Episcopal News Service, the 
same-sex union had the support of Bishop Richard 
Shimpfky of El Camino Real. 
'EIGHT OPENLY GAY AND LESBIAN CLERGY COU 

PLES GATHERED AT WASHINGTON'S COLLEGE OF 
PREACHERS December 15-16 for a consultation con 
vened and facilitated by Episcopal Divinity School's Con 
gregational Studies program. According to The Witness, 
recommendations ranged from asking church members to 
resist characterizing a congregation as a "gay parish" 
simply because its priest has an openly gay relationship, 
to urging church authorization for the blessing of same-sex 
unions. 

ECUSA Diocese Helps Fund 
"Creation Spirituality" School 

Maverick theologian Matthew Fox-expelled Oomi_ni 
can-turned Episcopal priest-says he will sever his last ties 
to Roman Catholicism, taking his "Institute in Culture and 
Creation Spirituality" out of Oakland's College of the Holy 
Names and founding a new "University of Creation Spin· 
tu_ality," with the help of an $85,000 loan from the Episcopal 
Diocese of California, and other funding from an unnamed 
Dutch businessman. 

Saying he was grateful for the cordial home his work had 
lo_und at Holy Names for the past 12 years, Fox said he 
wished lo take his work further than he suspected lie could 
at_ the liberal Catholic college. "I'm not sure that they're not 
Sl11! under t~e gun of the Vatican since I became an 
Episco~al priest," he said. He had also chafed under t~,e 
co~lege s efforts to "institutionalize" his program "."'1th 
stricter curriculum reviews, and its resistance to a hig~ 
tech center for ".rave liturgies''-of the sort he staged. in 
Grace cathedrals undercrott when he came into the Epis- 
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Citing Legal Reasons, 
Canadian Church Gives Health 
Benefits To Sarne-Sex Partners 

The Anglican Church of Canada (ACC) has decided to 
extend health benefits to same-sex partners of members 
who p_articipate in its health plan, reports Anglican Journal. 
While_ some General _Synod Council members objected, 

suggesting a delay until dioceses could discuss the pro 
posal, Church Pension Fund Director Jenny Mason main 
tained ~hat the pension committee's decision did not reflect 
~ doctrinal shift but rather the reality of human rights legisla 
tion. She said that in past cases, when an employee of any 
company has challenged a lack of health coverage for 
same-sex partners before the Human Rights Commission 
the panel has ruled that the company must pay the benefits'. 
C The _Rev. Sean Murphy of the Diocese of Yukon told the 
ouncll his concern was that "no matter how this is nu 

~nced-that it is not dealing with doctrine-by giving bene 
fit~ to same-sex partners, we're giving some legitimacy to 
~ lifestyle which w~ as a church have not approved yet." 
~ thouqht more time was needed for a complex issue: 
:rising out of "!~e changes taking place in society-1he 
ss_ault on traditional values and on Christian moral and 

ethical traditions." 
Bishop Terry Finlay of Toronto said he had the same 

~o~c~rns as Canon Murphy, but also had to vote aqainst 
e aying the change in benefits, noting his diocese has a 

nun:iber of social ministries working with such elements of 
society as Inner city youth and street 

pe~~-have a large number of lay . ·--·n·· ... ·7 
employees-people who may be · 
fa~ or s_traight," Finlay said. "The -'.;I e · 
b .. requires that we provide health 
enefits to a partner whelher they be 

BISHOP TEREN le I CE FINLAY of Toronto felt 
b ga reasons indicated a vote for the health 
d enet_it ex_tension, despite concern about its 
octrmal implications. 

gay, straight or common-law. That is all the pension com 
mittee is asking us to recognize.· 

But the church has undergon~ a shift_ in attitude from just 
a few years ag~when Finlay s sacking of a priest who 
refused to end his homosexual relationship was upheld by 
a church court-to the last General Synod. which affirmed· 
homos_ex~al members and pledged to keep studying the 
sexuality issue. 

While the benefit changes presumptively extend to all 
national church staff, the story indicated. however, that, 
each of the roughly 50 percent of Canadian dioceses that 
participate in the Acc·s health plan will be able to set their 
own policy on providing (or not) health' benefits for same 
sex partners of those covered, 

The change does not extend to pension benefits, to 
which different laws apply. 

Australian Church Panel To 
Rule On Allowing Laypeople 

To Preside At Eucharist 
The Anglican Church of Australia's (ACA1 highest court. 

the Appellate Tribunal, is to rule on lay presidency after 
receiving two new inquiries on the matter recently. 

The issue was first raised by the strongly Evangelical 
Sydney diocesan synod. which asked for a Tribunal ruling 
on its proposed lay presidency legislation last year, but 
withdrew the request last October. 

Now, ACA's Primate, Archbishop Keith Rayner ot Mel· 
bourne, has asked the Tribunal whether i! is legal under 
the church's constitution for deacons or laypeople to pre 
side at Holy Communion, and whether a diocesan synod 
may permit lay presidency without support from General 
Synod legislation. 

In addition. a group of 25 lay and clerical Sydney members 
of General Synod, including the Dean of Sydney and two 
assistant bishops, has asked tor the Tribunal's legal opinion 
on laypeople reading lessons, leading prayers and distribut 
ing communion, as weil as presiding and preachin~. 

Source: Church Tir,,es. 

~~~al C~urch (ECUSA). But he noted that "we were always 
;hy~~nical. .. what school in the country has witches and 
facul:~1~.!s and Buddhists and Sufis and Christians 0n the 

College p .d . . sadn res, ent Mary Allee Muellerleile expressed 
said ~hsa~ at th~ loss?~ the_interna_tionally-known_ Fox. She 
offered creation spirituality studies would continue to be 
Plans vt Holy Names, while conceding that some of _Fox's 
Particul ould have been hard to fit into the college hfe. In 
enorn,oar, she said the college could not have borne the 
and wa~s cost of installing a high tech rave ritual center, 
curriculu~eluct~nt to _support his attemp!s I? d~velop a 
congreg on rave liturgy," a Eucharistic nte 1n which 
S(LJdded a;ts dan~~ to "hip-hop" and rap music in a mom 
Video i Y telev1s1on monitors pulsing witlil psychedelic 
l'h mages. 

f e new . . t 0 fering proiect will enable Fox to. achieve his goal. 0 · 
invite a ~- 0.octor.ate in Creation Spir,ituality. He plans to 
new univ'Slinguished roster of scholars to lecture in his 
California e~sity in downtown Oakland. including former 

overnor Jerry Brown and Anita Roddick, ioun- 

tHE: C 
HRISTIAN CHALLENGE, MAY, 1996 

der of a worldwide natural cosmetics company. Besides 
courses applying studies in spirituality to real world ==: 
lems. there are to be "rave~courses in "Urban Shamanism 
and "liturgical DJ-ing." . . . 

Fox envisions his university as a cr11tque of academia. 
"The model for this is the cathedral school of the middle 
ages," without distmc(!ons such ~s a boarcol trustees and 
other ·'middle-people, Fox sa:d. I wa_nr to qet backesse~ 
tially to that spirit. Modern academia 1s unreaeemable. Its 
corrupt. W,e have to go back to other rnodel_s-:-b~t lhen d0 
it in a 21st century way, which is self-sustaining· .. 

Recently, Fox . had some s~arp ~ords t?.r his. f?~m~~ 
;i h home. c1a,mIng that the here!lcal, sci usrnauc /ati 

c, urc .11 crumble like the Berlin Wall. He compared the 
can wi f ·1 h. h 
R Churcli to a dysfunctional am, y over. w 1c an 
oman . t I ·1h t 

I h I
. father exercises neurotic con re w1 .ernper a co o IC Ch · · · · f He asserted that Western nstiarn_ty s ?CUS on 

tantrumhs. and blame have resulted'. in a k1nd1 or ·mass 
guilt, s ame 
neurosis." E · al N , S ··•e Sources: Christian News, p1sCQ.O ews etvic 
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Push Continues For 
Women Bishops In Australia 

Less than four years after the Anglican Church of A~s 
tralia (ACA) approved women priests, it_s ~rimate, Keith 
Rayner, is urging the church to grant perrmssion for women 
bishops. . . · d 

Admitting it is a controversial 1ssu~, Rayner, m _an a - 
dress to the Diocese of Melbourne s Synod, said that 
women bishops were a logical progression from women 
priests, and urged the dioce~e to carefully study _the matter. 

But his call was also directed at the ACAs G~~eral 
Synod, which he said "should .. open every order of ministry 
to women as soon as possible. He noted that the ~h~rch 
now has "women whose experience in priestly ministry 
makes them eligible for consideration" as bishops. 

Currently, two General Synod bod_ie~. the Doctrine and 
Canon Law Commissions, are examining the matter. 

Source: Episcopal News Service 

Request For Evangelical 
"Flying Bishop" Pressed 

Following a report that the English Evangelical group, 
Reform, was close to appointing its own independent 
bishops, the Archbishop of Canterbury has said he will 
"listen carefully" to Heforrn's so far unmet appeals for an 
Evangelical ilying bishop" like the three provided tor clergy 
and laity opposed to women's ordination. 

However, in subsequent remarks he rebuked groups 
who want to separate themselves from Church of England 
structures, particularly criticizing trends toward congrega 
tionalism. 

In a close parallel to the plan being pursued by the 
traditionalist Forward in Faith organization, Reform has 
voted to appoint regional ''advisers" to oversee the several 
hundred churches in its network within the C of E. The 
"advisers" will "exercise oversight on behalf of those wish 
ing for it, in the process of our commitment to the reform 
of the episcopate," Reform said. Topics on which they will 
advise include appointments and vacancies, selection and 
training of ordinands, and encouraging women in ministry. 

But one member explained that the further step of or 
daining Reform bishops might be needed "as things de 
velop" in the church. Reform has been concerned (inter 
alia) about threats to scriptural authority in the church, 
notably on the homosexual issue. 

Reform's chairman, lhe Rev. Philip Hacking, said he and 
other members of the group's council had asked the Arch 
bishop of York, David Hope, for their own flying bishops 
recently and, while "open and friendly," Hope said there 
could be no such provision made exclusively for conserva 
tive Evangelicals. 
Council members will meet with Archbishop Carey in 

May to raise the possibility again, said Hacking. But for 
now, Reform hoped to appoint three or four advisors in 
April. 
.,-HE REV. TONY HIGTON, founder of England's Action 

for Biblical Witness to Our Nation (ABWON) and a Reform 
council member, says he has not "gone soft" on issues like 
homosexuality, but, after a profound spiritual experience, 
concluded he had been too legalistic and judgmental in the 

"NO MORE MR. NASTY" was r ,r:' .,, 
how one English newspaper 
described the change in lhe 
Rev. Tony Higton, a leading 
Evangelical. He now strives 
for a better balance between 
the positive and negative, not- 
ing that Jesus both solemnly "'° ~- 
warned, and showed patience 
toward, falling churches. 

.r,. __ 
.. r-. 

/ . 

past and has apologized 
to the Archbishop of Can 
terbury on that score. As 
for Reform's ideas about 
appointing its own bish- 
ops, he said the group - 
should seek "new epis- 
copal oversight" only if . 
recourse to existing bishops, archbishops, provincial epis 
copal visitors, or retired or overseas bishops failed. 

The Church of England Newspaper, Church Times 

Hope Calls For Reform 
Of Bishops' Meetings 

While perhaps not at the point of being "dysfunctional," 
as the Episcopal Church's House of Bishops was found to 
be a few years ago, the Church of England's House of 
Bishops is not giving the church the leadership it needs, 
and its meetings must be restructured. 

So contended the Archbishop of York recently during a 
General Synod debate. "We simply cannot go on in this 
way," Dr. David Hope, a traditionalist, told his fellow bish 
ops. "The time has come," he said, "to blow the whistle on 
the largely reactive nature of what we are about; halt an 
hour for this paper, 20 minutes for that, and so on." Minutes 
of the January meeting of the House show that prelates 
discussed 23 papers in less than three days, reported 
Church Times. 

Colombia Grants ACC 
Legal Recognition 

. !he government of Colombia has granted official recoq 
runon to the Anglican Catholic Church (ACC), a lead~ng 
Continuing Anglican body, thus ending difficulties arising 
from an alleged effort by the region's Episcopal bishop to 
deny the ACC's diocese there the right to identify itself as 
the "Anglican Church." 

Bishop V.M. Cruz-Blanco of the ACC's Missionary Dio 
cese of New Granada claimed that "gravely dam~ging" 
attempts to block ACC's legal standing in Colombia had 
been ma_de_ by Episcopal Bishop Bernardo Merino Botero. 
(Colombia 1s part of Province IX within the U.S. Episcopal Church). 

But ~r~z-B_la_nco said the resolution by a division of 
Colombia s Ministry of the Interior "establishes the [ACC?J, 
before the law, in an equal position and from now on wi~h th
e same rights and privileges as the Roman Catholic 

Chu h [ h. b' " re •. w ich has] 500 years of existence in Colom ,a. 
The bishop said the Ministry also has agreed to preserve 
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I · Hope's criticism was voiced at a time when the role of 
t:i;~ishops had come under some scrutiny. The Dean of 
lish bury, the Very Rev. Hugh Dickinson, had just pub- 

I 
e_d in Church Times a critique of the House of Bishops' 

re alronship lth G whole ~1 eneral Synod, suggesting that the 
while dynamic needed to be thought out afresh. Mean 
were ~~ ~~rvey had revealed that a number of Bishops 

Cult 
ar mgly unaware ot much of contemporary British 

ure: none ad itt d · · 
P
ress m, e to reading the lively British tabloid 

, one read no n satellite t 
1 

. . ewspaper whatsoever, only one had 
majority 

0
~ risio~, and two had no television at all. A 

lion with th/~d s l~y members expressed dissatisfac 
sues, com arc urch _s ~~swers on social and moral is 
quite satisf ded _to siqnitlcantly more bishops who were 
eas, and a~~ ~1th the church's leadership in these ar 
know." nsiderable number who said that they "didn't 

Hope called fo • to allow "l·e d . r a rsstructurinq of the bishops' meetings 
ss nven" th · · · ga ermgs with more time to reflect, 

r wo Bids Made To Reconnect 
ACA With Eastern Group 

Two attempts h Process of re _ave been made recently to start the 
glican Churcif~u;ion ~nd reconciliation between the An~ 
have seceded 

I 
menca (ACA), and a group it deems ta 

United States {~~~ the ACA's Diocese of the Eastern 
One was 

I 
S) last year. 

Rev. Louis F!if an proposed ~Y ACA Primate, the Most 
ACA and th ' which called, first. tor mediation between 
Orlando, in ~i~oup led by Bi_shop_ Walter Gr-undorf of 
0usry describ d ope of resolving disputed issues, vari 
ecclesiology. ~ 

1
:s relating to authority. polity and/or 

allowing Grund a , s plan also raised the possibility of 
an _extra-geo raorf ~ flock_ to _c~me back into the ACA as 
ast1ca1 pee 

1
~ phical jurisdiction, similar to an "scclesi- 

" u tar (e g . . personal prelatu : · a seminary) 1n canon law, or a 
lie Opus O . re, af1er the model of the Roman Cathe- e,. 

both the to or the ch rmal and other names ~ . 
on I y the u~~, thoss being not 
Church b glican Catholic 
Church' ut th9 Catholic Anglican 
h , and "th c . urch of the e . use by the 

91rcan Ch generic name 'An- s Urch."' 
C Peaking ot A ... 
~ olornbia "·h· hcc act1v1t1es in Se. • ., IC . s nous Politi is enduring a 
Ocl_al situatio~~I, economic and 
~~rticu I arly th , . th_e bishop noted 
'Ssion ·1n Me initiation of a ne Bishop Cruz-Blanco 

cau . irand w 
stro~e it is locate a:,. Cauca, be- 
Years ~!Y attectedd btn a terri~ory 
fronts· 

0 
!he mission~ [guerrilla] violence .. during many 

negatia 1 the guerrill~s central to an area where, now, all 
•he bis le Peace With group are concentraled in order to 
Would b hop felt that ththe 9overnment of Presiosnt samper. 

e helpful to .. 
1
: witness of the ACC's mission there 
0 message of peace." 

At a joint meeting In Phoenix, ACA's House of Bishops 
approved the plan, but the Executive Cot;ncil batked, 
con~erned that creati'ng a special junsdiciional cateqory 
in this case would create a troublesome precedent. and 
that alleged recent attempts by Grur:dorf's group to s\lr 
division among other ACA adherents indicated that good 
faith interchange was not yet possible. The inhiauve was 
thus tabled until conditions are more favorable to the 
plan's potential success. 

For legal and canonical reasons. the bishops and 
Council, •11hich acts for the General Synod bel'neen ils 
meetings, also directed the primate to formally notify 
Grundorf's jurisdiction-which continues to use the 
DEUS/A CA name-to confirm that it is not recognized as 
part of the ACA. while also reiterating the church's readi 
ness to enter into g0od faith conversations 10 end lhe 
separation. 

Subsequently, Grundorf raised the subject ot such 
discussions in a letter to Falk. In response, Falk wrote to 
him in March to suggest that each "side- appoint one or 
two oersons learned in theology, to d;scuss the root 
issue{s} involved in the disagreement, to try to reach a 
mutually acceptable understanding. 

Queried about this, Grundorf told TCC that the stand 
ing committee of his jurisdiction had likewise considered 
the matter and also decided not to proceed now, in light 
of alleged incidents of interference by 1\CAmembers ar.d 
"accusations. that we are recruiting other ACAparishes to 
join us," which Grundorf denied. "I'm not ruling out the 
possibility of discussions, it. is just not the right lime for 
it," he told TCC. 
The conflict first arose when DEUS' standing commit- 

tee. which included Grundorf, suddenly had to lake on 
greater responsibility for administering DEUS affairs, 
when the diocesan and eastern prwinr::e archbishop. 
Anthony Clavier. abruptly left office early last year after 
being accused of sexual misconduct. A feud stemming 
from ACA leaders· allegations that the committee 
stretched or went beyond the bounds -of church order 
and/or discipline in its handling o/ diocesan matters 
among them the election of Clavier's successor-soon 
led to a break with/by Grundorf, two other bishops. and 
over half of DEUS' parishes. 

Falk said the dispute which divided DEUS was "re 
viewed at length .. at Phoenix. Denying.any notion that his 
reconciliation plan was "mereposturing, ~Falk saidl"itwas 
quite sincere, and almost passed." . . 

"Time-and quiet mutual forbearance on all s1des-1s 
needed to let •.vounds heal," Falk conced~d. Then there 
can be "another patient attempt at what tisher_ri:ien· used 
to call ·unsnarling the backlash' when cond1t1or.s and 
attitudes seem mor.e propitious than they ,are now. !he 
old (only half-joking) prayer. 'Oh Lord, maxe me panent 
and hurry up about it!' would ~e~m to apply _here: 

··We are new at this ·cont1nu1ng Church business 
! than 20 years now (less than one percent of Christian 
;.sfory) " Falk went on. ·v\/e are not yet ver.y good at u. ·l 
t~!r I ihink what, is needed most. just now ,s f_or a_ll 
. . . wear the er.eases out of th~ knees ~r thatr 
mvolv~hi:~ watching car.etully tor any ghrnmer of 1,g~t as 
pants . f r.d That at least. I can pledge . .to do. 
to a way orwa. · ' · 



Greek Orthodox Bishop's 
Strictures Cast Shadow On 
Western Rite Orthodoxy 

A recent encyclical from the Greek Orthodox bishop who 
has jurisdiction over the far western United States has 
raised questions about the real status within East~m Or 
thodoxy of "Western Rite" parishes, which often include 
former Episcopalians. . 
Western Rite Orthodoxy is a phenomenon which began 

in post-war France and spread in recent years t~ North 
America. where it has become an attractive option for 
traditional Anglicans seeking a compatible refuge t~om the 
Episcopal Church's liberal revisionism. Western R,te par 
ishes do not use the customary Liturgies of St. ~ohn 
Chrysostom or of St. Basil. instead celebrating adaptations 
of the traditional Latin Rite in the vernacular. or of the Book 
of Common Prayer. In America almost all such paris~es 
are found in the Antiochian Archdiocese, the latter having 
achieved notable growth in some pl_aces resu!ting partly 
from its efforts to reach out to trad1t1onal Anglicans. The 
Greek Orthodox have no Western Rite parishes, but are in 
communion with the Antiochians. 

In response to "numerous inquiries from clergy and 
laypeople." however. His Grace Bishop Anthony has di 
rected his flock to "avoid any activity which would tend to 
imply agreement with the formation of [Western Rite] par 
ishes," in the words of the story, carried in The Diocesan 
Voice, an "official publication of the Greek Orthodox Dio 
cese of San Francisco." 
While asserting that the clergy and laity of such parishes 

are accepted as fully Orthodox, the bishop nonetheless 
regards the Western Rites as "liturgically unsound" and 
"pastorally unwise": unsound because they are not liturgies 
of the Western church from the age of undivided Christen 
dom but are rooted in the 16th century Reformation and 
Counter-Reformation, and unwise because they further 
add to the 'iragmentation" of American Orthodoxy and 
create a small, "liturgically isolated" group of parishes. 

The bishop's policy guidelines state that Western Rite 
clergy of the Antiochian Archdiocese may not serve or 
receive Holy Communion in his churches unless garbed in 
traditional Eastern Orthodox vestments; that his clergy 
may not serve or participate in Western Rite liturgies; and 
that 'the participation of our laity in any pan-Orthodox 
liturgical activity specifically with 'Western-Rite' parishes is 
to be actively discouraged." 

One observer noted that at least two of the parishes 
mentioned in the Diocesan Voice article had been Anglican, 
and commented that 'this does tend to show that 'Western 
Rite· converts are second-class citizens .. in the Orthodox 
world." He saw the bishop's directives as "a warning to those 
who would see Western Rile Orthodoxy as a viable option." 

Contacted tor comment about this. Brother Isaac. an 
Orthodox monk who authored an article on Orthodoxy for 
TCC last fall, stated: "In the Antiochian Archdiocese ... West 
ern Rite parishes, clergy and laity are in no wise considered 
second-class citizens. There are, however, serious reserva 
tions among the leaders of the Greek Archdiocese and the 
Orthodox Church in America, precisely for the reasons given 
by Bishop Anthony." 

In his article, Brother Isaac did note that the Western Rite 

is "like a drop of water in a great sea" of Eastern Rite 
parishes. and suggested that interested Anglicans should be 
prepared to embrace all of Orthodoxy before converting. 

Cen. Florida's Pledge Form 
Returned By ECUSA Treasurer 

Episcopal Church (ECUSA) Treasurer Stephen Duggan 
has evidently rejected the Diocese of Central Florida's 
decision to make its 1996 pledge to the national church 
contingent on ECUSA upholding its sexuality doctrine. 
The return of the diocese's "covenant" form by Duggan 

and Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning does not seem to 
have changed the diocese's decision, however. The dio 
cese is paying monthly on its $207,000 1996 pledge to the 
national church but, in a "letter of conscience submitted 
earlier, had expressed dismay over trends in the church 
and notified the treasurer it would "reconslder or rescind" 
its pledge if EC USA abandons its own teachings. 

In a letter to all convention 
delegates, Duggan wrote that 
the form was returned for rea 
sons of "financial manage 
ment." 

BISHOP HOWE, one of the "present 
ers" of Bishop Walter Righter on the 
gay issue, defended Central Florida's 
decision to make a contingent pledge 
to ECUSA. 

"We simply cannot conduct 
the mission of the church on a 
contingent basis," Duggan 
wrote. "The conditioning of your 
individual covenant may not in 
itself cause major budgetary 

problems, but if allowed, could set a precedent that would 
render the church unmanageable. What is felt justifiable by 
one group on one issue today will surely be considered 
justifiable by other groups on other issues tomorrow." 

Duggan said the struggle to know God's will involves 
contending with "differing positions" within one church. 
"However, attempting to influence discernment through 
intimidation is a futile and destructive exercise; futile be 
cause intimidation only causes the appearance, not the 
reality, of agreement; and destructive because all construc 
tive discussion ceases to occur under those conditions ... 

"The point has been made that should you decide to 
rescind your commitment the amount would be redirected 
to other outreach activities and I certainly applaud that," 
Duggan went on. ''However, I find that irreconcilable to the 
point also made that this would not be pulling away from 
[ECUSA] ... The support of a separate mission, notwith 
standing its worth, is still separate. It is fundamentally 
different from upholding t11e oneness of Christ's body on 
earth while working within it to achieve common under 
standing and inspired wisdom. 
"We are obviously concerned as to the possible out 

comes of actions taken to date," he wrote, "and emphasize 
our willingness to come and meet with any representatives 
of your diocese at any time ... " 

Responding lo Duggan's concerns about a "precedent," 
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Central Florida Bishop John Howe pointed out that, while 
previously funding from dioceses had both requested and 
requited elements. for ditterenl purposes, in 1994 the two: 
aspects were combined into a single asking, which House 
ol Deputies President Pamela Chinnis describes as "com 
pletely voluntary." 

Howe also commented that: "'Attempting to influence 
through intimidation' is a very strong phase, but it is not a 
description of what we are trying to do!' He quoted John 
Booty as writing in 1979 in The Church in History, one of 
lhe volumes in the church's Teaching Series. that 

"The great power of General Convention was and re 
mains its control of the budget of the Presiding Bishop and 
the Council. Dioceses and parishes can indicate their 
approval or disapproval of its policies and activities by 
givi~g or withholding the money necessary for its work At 
crucial moments ordinary people in parishes are able to 
exert their power in telling ways, indicating that they ot the 
ho!y community provide the basis upon which all· else 
exists." 

~u the chief historiographer of the Episcopal Church 
commends the principle," Howe said, "I don't think.Central 
Florida needs to apologize.·· 

*BUDGET SHORTFALLS HAVE BEEN GREATER 
THAN EXPECTED since ECUSA consolidated the Gen 
eral Convention expense and program budgets in 1:994, 
and combined the diocesan assessment and aopornon 
ment into a single asking: the assessment for convention 
had previously been mandatory. So said House ot Depu 
ties President Pamela Chinnis, in questioning the benefit 
of the new method. She noted that 'tor the first time ever 
the portion of the budget which supports the basics of our 
chur~h's government is affected along with support for 
mission _and ministry programs." She told the Executive 
Council In February that, while some dioceses have gen 
erously supported the national church, many other dio 
ceses ,have found income lagging, and have less to pass 
on to tne national budget: as of the first few months of this 

year, about one-third of the 99 dioceses had yi;t to pledge 
for '96, and those that had. had pledged $250.000 less than 
in 1995. 

Sources: Central Florida Episcopalian, The Living 
Church, Episcopal Life 

Spong Challenges Report 
On Washingtof'I Gay Sympositim 

Episcopal Bishop John Spong of Newar'c has challer.ged 
a widely circulated account of statements \:e allegedly 
made at a homosexuality symposium at Washington·s 
Foundry United Methodist ~hurch, but did not_ cite any 
specific inaccuracy, according lo the reporter involved. 
Mark Tooley. . .. 

Tooley's story. circulated by the lns~1tute ~n Rehg1on and 
Democracy (IAD), recounted assertions similar lo those 
Spong is reported to have made in the past. 

According to Tooley. Spong told the Washington ga_the~ 
ing (inter alia) that "(e]~ery i~age of God 1s i:n·1th~l~g,cal : 
the resurrection and virgin birth of Jesus dto no, lttera1ly 
happen but were just "interpreted~ that way:,_Jhe Ten Com 
mandments are "immoral"' because they ·de11ne women as 
property": and that St. Paul wa~ a --seif-hating ga, man.' 

This spurred an exchange or correspondence between 
Spong and Tooley, in which Spong first wrore February 12 
that he had ··seldom seen an article .. more cl1~torted. filled 
with half-truths. and misleading statements. Spong said 
Tooley was either "ignorant" or "malevole_nr:· an? h?d in 
either case done "disservice to the task of journalisrn and 
"ought to, be ashamed." ,. 

In response. Tooley wrote February 15 that he was sorry 
and perplexed" about Sponqs reaction to. his _report. H,~w 
ever. as Spong "did not specify w~at th~ 1naccurac1.es 
were," Tooley said he listened again t~ his _rape of tr:e 
meeting, and it ·confirmed what I had written. . 

Nevertheless. he told Spong he wanted to give him a 
Ccnt:r.uc:d en ne . .-1 o:1qe. (:gr.t column 

Fort Worth Ministry Panel 
Warns It Cannot Accept 

Demand For Female Priests 
. The Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth's Ministry Commis 

~ion has warned Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning that 
it ?annot obey canonical amendments mandating women 
pnesls In every diocese, expected to be approved by the 
1997 General Convention. 
. In a letter to Browning, the Commission on Ministry said 
11 was "alarmed and dismayed" at the proposed change~ 
endors_ed by_ both the House of Bishops and Executive 
Co~nci_l-which would require all dioceses to allow the 
ordinatlon o_f women and the licensing of women pr-ie~ts 
from other dioceses. The new restrictions also would oblige 
all clergy~en and persons holding any church office .. even 
at the pans~ vestry level, to accept women's ordination. 

_ ~omplaining that alternative plans presented by Fort Worth 
Bishop Jack lk_er had been ignored, the commission charged 
that_ it was ~e!ng called upon "to surrender" its theologic?I 
position-offi~ially recognized as recently as the clilurch s 
1994 conventi_on:-"to accede to unjust ultimatums.'' 
The commission emphasized. that it did not voluntarily 

seek to leave the Episcopal Church, but felt it mu~t follow 
"the directi-1es of Scriptures as the Church has univetsallv 
understood them. and .. resist any unjust requirements. We 
therefore strongly object" to proposed changes tn the 
ministry canons. If they are passed. the comrrussron saio 
ii "cannot obey them.· 
•PROTESTING THE HOtlSE OF BISHOPS' OVER- 

WHELMING SUPPORT LAST SEPTEMBER FOH A 
MOVE TO MANDATE WO~IEN PRIESTS in all dioceses. 
six bishops-three active and three retired prelates aligned 
with the Episcopal Synod of America (ES/,,)-wrole Pre.sid 
ing Bisr.op Browning to say the}' wou!d not attend Ille 
House's March meering in North Carolina: sources said 
absentees also included other ESA bishops and virtually all 
the oresenters of Bishop Walter Righter (aside from the ESA 
ones). "E11en liberal Douglas Theuner of New Hampshire did 
not go. and commented in his diocesan newspap~r ihat he 
thought it was a waste of time," TCC was told. _This appar 
ently caused some. consternation among the bishops. who 
opened that meeting with a discussion ot the tcprc. ·Some 
or our brothers have chosen not to come" because they "do 
not feel they have a place here." Browniuq.said in his opening 
remarks. "They do.have a place here." he contended. 
sources included Episc'opal News Service 
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ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS: 
•A RETURN TO ABSOLUTE VALUES OF RIGHT AND 

WRONG was advocated by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
as he joined politicians and other church leaders in express 
ing grief for the people of Dunblane. Scotland. He called for 
a "calm" national debate to explore gun laws and scr~en 
violence. The tragedy in Dunblane generated an outp_o~nng 
of sympathy and prayer by Anglican and other Chnstians 
worldwide. - The Church of England Newspaper 

*ENGLAND'S BEEF CRISIS HAS EXPOSED A THEO 
LOGICAL VOID in the Church over the treatment of ani 
mals, contends a leading academic. Humans are now 
suffering the consequences of having abused their fellow 
created beings. says the Rev. Prof. Andrew Linzey, who 
holds the chair in Theology and Animal Welfare at Mans 
field College. Oxford. Similarly. Bishop Hugh Montef,ore 
argued that changing herbivores into carnivores .shows ~ 
gross lack of respect for animals a~d g?es against their 
nature. "It is a horrible offense for which. ,t seems we may 
be horribly punished." Linzey said "a world in which cru~lty 
to animals goes unchecked is boun~ to have ~e9at1ve 
moral and physical effects for human beings. He said 1t was 
a tragedy that there was so little church comme~t or 
theological discussion on animal welfare. · Church Times 

*A CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIEST SAYS HE WILL 
CONTINUE BLESSING GAY MARRIAGES, despite the 
reservations expressed by the Bishop of Thetford. Inter 
viewed for a BBC program. "Matter of Fact - From Queer to 
Eternity." Canon Michael Woods. team rector in Great Yar 
mouth, Norfolk, said he saw no scriptural obstacles to his 
ministry to homosexuals. which he has conducted for 20 
years; during that time he has blessed four lesbian and four 
gay couples. However, Bishop Hugo De Waal and his fell ow 
bishops said they were not aware of Woods' views until 
shortly before the broadcast. At presstime. though, no action 
against Woods by diocesan authorities appeared to be 
pending. 

*BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT, CANON MARION MINGINS 
has become the first Church ot England woman priest to 
join the 36-rnember College of Royal Chaplains. Mingins 
hailed her appointment as an indication that the Queen 
approves of women's ordination.• Church Times 
·THE PUBLISHER OF CANADA'S ANGLICAN FREE 

PRESS, H. MALCOLM D. WESTIN, HAS RESIGNED 
following his reception into Orthodoxy through chrismation. 
Dr. Westin was publisher/chairman of the AFP's parent 
company. St. Peter Publications. Inc .. and was initiator of 
the Atlantic Theological Conferences which have contin 
ued since 1980. In a tribute appearing in the magazine, Dr. 
W.J. Hankey acknowledged the central role Westin played 
in the renewal of Canadian Anglicanism and Anglo-Catholi 
cism. - Anglican Free Press 

ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS: 
*A NEW GROUP FOR CONSERVATIVE EPISCOPALI 

ANS, THE AMERICAN ANGLICAN CONGRESS (AAC), 
HAS ALREADY PROMPTED A WARNING from Bishop 
William Burrill of Rochester. Burrill circulated a letter-also 
disseminated by Bishop Mary Adelia McLeod in the Diocese 

SPONG Continued from previous page 
chance to clarity his views, and proceeded to pose ten 
questions based on matters Spong discussed during the 
homosexuality confab-e.g. is every image of Goel "rnytho 
logicar·?: was Jesus physically resurrected from the dead?; 
was St. Paul a "self-hating gay man?" Tooley said he would 
be glad to receive Sponq's comments on any other views he 
wished to clarify, and that the bishop's responses would be 
provided to publications that ran his original article. 

To this, Spong responded February 21 by saying he had 
concluded that the primary issue is Tooley's "ignorance:· 
The reporter's questions. he said, were "framed in such a 
way as to be almost nonsensical except to the most 
extreme biblical fundamentalist. I have written on many of 
these subjects. They are in my books for people to read. 
They do not take a fundamentalist position, and they do 
not narrow the scriptures to a place where the only answer 
that one can give is 'Yes, it did happen' or 'No, it did not 
happen. The point of view you present in those questions 
would be satisfactory only to the Pat Robertson, Jerry 
Falwell, Oral Roberts school of American Protestant Chris 
tianity. If you are going to write for the general press, you 
certainly need to be educated about biblical scholarship in 
the last 150 years. In order to respond to your questions, I 
would have to write a book about each one to unload the 
negativity present in the question .. ." 
Tooley replied February 24, noting that Spong had now 

written two letters of complaint about the "distorted" report 
ing of his comments al Foundry Church, but had still 
"declined to cite any specific inaccuracy. 

"You indeed have written voluminously on 'these sub 
[ects," Tooley wrote Spong, "and your published works 
confirm nearly all of what you said at Foundry Church, as 
I reported it. 

"I am truly sorry that you declined to answer the questions 
I posed to you, choosing instead to deride Christians who do 
not accept your theological revisionism as 'ignorant.' Your 
disagreements appear not to be so much with Pat Robertson, 
Jerry Falwell, and Oral Roberts, as you suggested, but rather 
with the biblical apostles and prophets ... " 

Frustration Order Of Day 
For ECUSA's Ecumenists 

Amid troubling unceriainty about the future, the Episcopal 
Church's Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations 
(SCER) has in recent meetings considered the status of 
three important dialogues-one with Roman Catholics, an 
other with the eight churches pariicipating in the Consult 
ation on Church Union (COCU), and a third with Lutherans, 
which is on the verge of a major "Concordat of Agreement." 

The chasm between Rome and Canterbury on the ordi 
nation of women-which widened further in the last two 
years with major proclamations from Rome definitively 
banning women priests-has frustrated dialoguers in the 
Episcopal Church (ECUSA). 

"There's a perception that things are frozen in place. that 
no progress is being made," commented Professor William 
Franklin of New York's General Seminary, a participant in 
the dialogue. 

While the Pope's recent encyclical, Ut Unum Sint, is 
strongly ecumenical, Franklin said the pontiff does not 
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Tl-IE BIG (ECUMENI• 
CAL) CHILL: Pror. Wil 
liam Fr ank liri arid Dr. 
r,,arsha Dutton dratted a 
resolution for ECUSA's 
Slanding Committee on 
Ecumenical Relations, 
expressing disappoint 
ment with 1he Vatican's 
statement on women 
priests late last year. 
Episccr:,al News Service 
pl1<'.>io by James Scrheim 
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logues in the last 30 

years. "We just don't seem to be on his map at this 
point-and that's not qood." 

_Reacting to the Vatican pronouncement against female 
priests late last year. Franklin said SCER should "maintain 
it~ links but send a clear signal that things can't continue 
without acknowledging these developments." He asserted 
that relations with Rome need to be reconsidered in light 
of the pronouncement, and that it is time to join forces with 
those within the Roman Church questioning the Vatican's 
position. 

Following much discussion. there was support from many 
commission members tor postponing previously-scheduled 
June dialogue with Roman Catholics. in favor of inviting 
"appropriate Catholic representatives" to SCER's Septem 
ber meeting lo help shape a "realistic agenda" tor the future. 

Meanwhile, despite 25 years of dialogue which have 
brought ECUSA and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America (ELGA) to the brink of a major ecumenical under 
standing, the "Concordat of Agreement," SCER heard re 
ports of Episcopalians' ''ignorance and apatny." which "are 
more dangerous than hostility to the Concordat's proposals 
for full communion," one Episcopal ecumenical officer said. 

Episcopalians and Lutherans have had an interim agree 
ment allowing Eucharistic sharing since 1982. The concor 
d~t ?f Agreement goes beyond this, recognizing a common 
~rurnstry and allowing for the interchangeability of clergy, 
including bishops. Lutherans in America would accept the 
historic episcopate, as do some European Lutheran 
churches, by including a least three Episcopal bishops ln 
future consecrations of each new Lutheran bishop. 

SCER members worried that. despite increasingly fre 
~uent cooperation at the local level, Episcopalians-includ 
ing those who will be voting at General Convention-are still 
poorly informed about or inditferent to the proposed concor 
dat. On the Lutheran side there is resistance to introduction, 
of the historic episcopate into church life. and concern about 
what that says about the present Lutheran ministry. An 
obstacle on both sides is the misperception that the concor 
dat is a merger between the two churches. 

Finally, there is COCU. which has been controversial-for 
all of the 35 years ecumenists have been promoting the 
scheme to link nine Protestant denominations, originally by 
outright merger, but in recent years by "covenanting.'' 
Things were no different for SCER's recent day-long d.is 
cussion of COCU, which revealed deep divisions among 
commission members. 

The 1960 brainchild of Presbyterian Stated Clerk William 
Continued on next page. upper section 

of Vermont-urging "caution' concerning AAC. not because 
of its "stated theological positions" but ;ts proposed strate 
gies." Burrill qcoted from statements issued by the AAC. 
saying the group plans to "discuss strategies for disassocia 
tion from the actions and staternerus of apostate bishops and 
dioceses ... (for) redirecting funds. and episcopal ovsrsiqht 
a!t~rnati·-1es ... _Burrill worried that such actions "would deeply 
d1v1de the Episcopal Cnurcb and prevent people with-differ 
ing understandings from entering into dialogue with each 
other.' - Episcopal News Service 

•THE PRESENT AND FORMER EPISCOPAL BISHOPS 
OF MICHIGAN 1-NEAE ARRESTED March 6 as they reek 
part in a demonstration in support of a s:rike against the 
Detroit Newspaper Agency. the parent corporation of De 
troit's two newspapers. Bishops R. Ste'Nart Wood. and his 
predecessor. Bishop Coleman McGehee. were among a 
qroup of more than 700 persons which blccked distribution 
bays for The Detroit News. Roman Cathouc Bishop Thomas 
Gumbleton a.so was arrested. - The Living Church 

*THE FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT OF THE (IMTERNA 
TIONAL) CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRl'ES IS NOW A 
PRIEST IN THE CHARISl'vlATIC EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
(CEC). Once a hardened criminal, Frank Costantino received 
Christ as his Savior while serving a 22,yea, prison sentence 
in Belle Glade, Florida. He was paroled atter five years. and' 
went on to serve as a deacon in the Episcopal Church for 17 
years. On January 13 in Orlando. he was ordained a priest 
by CEC's Bishop oi the Southeast. Oale Howard. Preacher 
for the service was Ben Kinchlow. co-host al TV's 700 Club, 
who brought both grace and humor to the occasion. Costan 
tino will continue his prison ministry. He is also tcoroer and 
president of Bridges of America. a group of 12-step-based 
drug and alcohol treatment centers in Florida, and head· at 
the Coalition of Prison Evangelists. anumbrella·group·of600 
prison ministries worldwide. - The Messenger 
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OF GENERAL INTEREST: 
*SOME BRITISH CHRISTIANS FEAR THAT THE 

CHURCH WILL BE LARGELY LEFT OUT OF BRITAIN'.S 
MILLENNIUM CELEBRATION. As the country's 11.lil;ennium 
Commission consults on a program to mark the year 2000\ 
British Churchmen have expressed concern that the plans 
are assuming such a secular tone that the ccmrnission is 
having trouble findir.g any role for ihe Church to play at all. 
The Prince of Wales, who would like when King to broaden 
the monarch's traditional title of --Defender of the Faith" to 
"Defender of Faiths·· in Britain, hoped the observance would 
have spiritual significance but did not. say he thought the 
unique role of Christianity should be highlighted. Church of 
England officials decried lhe view that because Britain is a 
multi-cultural society today. r:1illennial celebrations should 
avoid reference to the Christ \Nhose birth rr.illennium it is. 
- Ctuucn Times/Tne Church of England Nt)wspaper 
'A COMMITTEE OF FRENCH ROMAN CATH0LIE: 

BISHOPS CREATED A STIR BY GIVING ADVICE ABOUT 
CONDOM USE. While concurring with traditional Roman 
teaching that sexual activity is appropriate only wilhin ·het 
erosexual marriage. the committee said that. if one engages 
in illicit sex. use of condoms is necessary to reduce the risk 
of disease. Since then the primate of the Netherlands, the 
respected conservative Adr:lanus Cardinal $imonis. aqrsed 

Continued on next page, lower section 
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ECUMENISTS Continued from previous page 
Carson Blake and the notorious Episcopal Bishop of Califor 
nia. James Pike. COCU has always engendered some 
distrust and objections. There was "profound resistance" to 
a 1984 plan which described the act of covenanting by the 
different churches as an "interim step on the way toward 
becoming one church ... The new ( 1988) plan disclaims the 
intent to move towards '·consolidation of forms and struc 
tures." but foresees "visible and oroaruc' unity. implying 
structural changes: other language in the proposal (for e~ 
ample, a provision that member churches can retain their 
own structures and traditions ior so long as each may 
determine") seems to presume future changes. 

Theological questions loom as well-for example, last 
summer the United Church of Christ approved COCU, but 
indicated that it would not be compelled to baptize using 
the Trinitarian formula as opposed to baptism simply in the 
Name of Jesus. In addition, that church formally allows the 
ordination of practicing homosexuals, a position _ECUSA 
may soon officially embrace also. but such ordinations are 
banned in other COCU churches. adding to other problems 
extant with cocu·s proposed mutual recognition of or 
dained ministries. Under COCU every ordination will in 
clude participants from as many member churches as 
possible, raising questions about what happens if a candi 
date meets the ordination standard set by some denomi 
nations and not others. 

Delegates to the United Methodist (UM) Church's General 
Conference were due to vole shortly on whether to approve 
the COCU plan. which calls for inauguration of the new 
Church of Christ Uniting by Advent of the year 2000. The 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) voted 
last July to send the proposal back to its COCU commit1ee 
for further amendment. ECUSA has set the proposal aside 
for the present. and will not reconsider it until the year 2000. 

COCU is opposed by renewal organizations in four of 
the involved churches-Episcopalians United (EU). The 
Presbyterian Lay Committee. Good News (UM), and Dis 
ciple Renewal (Christian Church-Disciples of Christ}. Rep 
resentatives of the four groups have been meeting yearly 
for some time, and say they already experience unity in the 
Body of Christ because of a common commitment to 
orthodox Christian faith. 

By contrast, "COCU appears to be a plan whereby 
already weakened denominations will join their weak 
nesses with occasional and sporadic strength to form an 
even weaker structure," said the Rev. Todd Wetzel, director 
of EU. "ft is a case of the sum being less than the total of 
the individual parts." 
'THE ANGLICAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC INTERNA 

TIONAL COMMISSION (ARCIC) AND OTHER ANGLICAN 
ECUMENICAL DIALOGUES ARE "ALIVE AND WELL," 
according to Canon James Rosenthal, London-based com 
munications director for the global Anglican Communion. 
Thouqh ECUSA's dialoguers perceive talks with Roman 
Catholics as stalled, Rosenthal, responding to a query from 
TCC, asserted that ARCIC conversations "consume much 
energy .. in the framework of the Anglican Communion," and 
that "continuous .. 'informal talks' are held with the Roman 
Catholic Church on the highest levels in the Vatican, and that 
continues to flourish." 

Sources: Episcopal News Sen-ice. Good News 

BRIEFS Comm:.1ed from previous page 

that condoms might be used only within marriage as a form 
of "self defense" against the HIViAIDS carried by one of the 
partners. Though the Vatican has been unusually quiet, 
observers speculated that it would soon have to address the 
issue. - The Tablet (Brooklyn)/The Washington Post/Episco 
pal News Service 

*ZIMBABWE'S PRESIDENT HAS CALLED ON 
CHURCHES TO SUPPORT HIS PUBLIC CONDEMNA 
TION OF HOMOSEXUALITY in the same way they would 
oppose alcoholism, drug abuse and prostitution, reports 
Episcopal News Service. While President Robert Mugabe 
has already garnered substantial support from churches and 
church-related organizations for his recent attempts to 
quash the start of any gay liberation movement in the 
country. Zimbabwe's Roman Catholic bishops condemned 
attempts to "harass. persecute or torture" homosexuals. 

*BILLS TO BAN SAME-SEX MARRIAGES ARE 
PEND!NG IN 25 U.S. STATES, in response to signs that 
Hawaii could legalize them, after three gay couples there 
sued to force recognition of their marriages. Legal experts 
say that ,tone state recognizes such unions, other states 
would have to do likewise unless there were in effect 
specific laws against it. Some reports, however, suggest 
that such_laws would be superseded by a clause in the U.S. 
Constitunon called "Full Faith and Credit," which says a 
marriage preformed 1n one state must be recognized in all. 
- AssoCta!ed Press/Christian News 

*THE FIRST MAJOR GROUP OF JEWISH LEADERS 
TO FORMALLY ENDORSE THE LEGALIZATION OF HO 
MOSEXUAL MARRIAGES, the 1,750-member Central 
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Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR), has nevertheless 
stopped short of recommending that rabbis perform the 
ceremonies. "You cannot call upon the state to allow these 
marriages and then refuse to perform [them]," argued one 
rabbi during the Reform group's debate on the issue. But 
CCAR President, Rabbi Simeon Maslin, said the resolution 
"is a matter of civil rights. It is certainly not connected to any 
question of rabbinic officiation." Though the Torah and other 
Jewish texts condemn homosexuality, gay groups estimate 
about 30 Reform rabbis and a handful of Conservative ones 
currently officiate at same-sex marriages. In related news. 
over 1,000 delegates representing the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) overwhelmingly adopted a 
resolution stating that a rabbi's sexual orientation should not 
be a factor in whether or not he or she is hired. Some 850 
synagogues in the United States and Canada belong to. the 
UAHC, the leading institution within Judaism's liberal Reform 
movement. - Association Pressflhe Washington Times/Re 
ligion News Service 

*A NATIONWIDE TOLL-FREE HOTLINE PROVID 
ING WOMEN WITH INFORMATION ABOUT "MORNING~ 
AFTER PILLS" began operation in February. The number 
will disseminate information about how higll-dose birth con 
trol pills can be used alter unprotected sex to prevent 
pregnancy. The FDA does not approve use of contraceptives 
tor emergency contraception. Feminists for Life denounced 
the toll-free service, saying such use of tile pills is as likely. 
to end a pregnancy as prevent one. - The Washington Times 

*WASHINGTON STATE'S BAN ON DOCTOR-AS~ 
SISTED SUICIDE HAS BEEN DECLARED UNCONSTI 
TUTIONAL by a federal appeals court. The ruling said the 
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Christian Challenge Sponsoring Parishes 
.-\RIZONA 
Phoenix 
Church of the Epiphany 
1.-lr.g/i.·1111 Ctwrch ill America) 
s.1.,3 N. 12th S1.; Sun MC 7:JOu. I On: 
Fhe Rev, Canon Frederick Rivers: 
h0:W70-3638 

Church of the Ascension 
and St. ,\gnc.~ 
r £pi." .,,,,111 C/111r.-J1 I 
1217 :-.ti,,achusclt~ ,\v,:. NW: Sun low 
;>.,Ja,, 8a. 12::lflp: Solemn High Mass 
IOa: Mon-Fri Ma,~ 12: Hip; $JI Mass 
9:30a: 11,c Rev, Lane Davenport; 
202/347-8161 

CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles (Lo: Feliz area) 
St. i\lar_y of the Angels 
Anglican Church 
1.-lng/1r.~m Churrh i11 Americrn 
.1.:, 10 Finlcv Ave; Sun Low :S.·las~ 8a. 
\lauins 9:30a. Solemn Hiah Mass 10:i. 
low i\lass I 2:30p. Evenson]; .:Ip: Mon 
\·l:mins 11 :45:i. Low Mas~ noon: 
~-buins IOa Tues-Sat (with Low Ma~~ 
.;n Sat]: Vespers 7p Tues. w,,<I. Fri. Sm 
(with Low Mass on Wed. Fri); The 
Rev. Gregory Wilcox, 213/660-2700. 
660-2708 

Orange County 
Church or Saint Mary Magdalene 
t Anglican Catholi« Church) 
20~ S. Gl:1s~cll s., Orunuc: Sun 7:30a 
HC. 8:30:i MP. 9 a.m. Su-;,!! Ma~s: Wed 
9:J(l.1 Mass & Healing. Sc.;·k.:: Thurs 
7p ~la.-.~; Prayer Book Holy Days 7p 
l\.!.:,,ss: the Rev, Oscar Natwick, rector; 
ihe Rev, James Everman, curate; the 
Rev, Cu.non Ronald Hcnstock. hon. 
asvt.; 7.14/532-242(1 

CONNECTICUT 
Bridgeport 
Anglican Church of the 
Resurrection 
1Pm,·i111·,· ,,fChri.,; the King/ 
717 Clinton Avc.: Sun 8::i Low Mass. 
11 a Choral Eucharist; The Rev. Rocco 
Florenza; 203/330-1928. fax 33CH00I 

DISTRIC'T OFCOLUMBJA MICHIGAN 

FLORIDA 
Jacksonville/Orange Park 
Church of St. Michael 
& ,.\ II A ngels 
(F:pi.,ropol Mi.uio11r1ry Church} 
Lnkeshore Drive West, Orange Park; 
Les-; than JO min. off !-295: Sun HC 
I Oa: Holy Days as announced; The 
Rev. Laurence K. Well~: 904/388-1031 

GEORGIA 
Savannah 
St. John's Church 
( Episcopal C/11m:h) 
I West Macon SI. (Madison Sq.): Sun 
Services 8a: I0:30a: noon: Adult 
Classes 9:30a; Church School 10:J0a; 
1928 SCP: The Rev. Willium-Rnls1on; 
912!'..32-1251, 

ILLINOIS 
Quincy 
SL John's Parish 
(Anglican Church in America} 
14th and Broadway; Suri Low Mass 
7:30a; Family ChoraliEucharist &. SS 
I On; Toes HC noon; Thurs HC 9a: 
217/222-3241 

IOWA 
Des Moines 
St. Aidan's Pro-Cathedral 
(A11g!irn11 Clum:11 in America} 
491 \ :\l,:r~clith: Sun 9: I Da i'-lmins. 
9:]lla I-IC & Church School: Tues. 
Thurs EP & HC :\:-15p: Sat :\ IP & HC 
ii: 15a: The Ven, Garrell Clanton: The 
Mosr Rev. Louis Falk; The Rt. Rev. 
Charles Boynton: The RI. Rev. 
\Vcllbom Hudson: 5 I 5/25ii"S I 2 l 

Detroit 
Mariners' Church 
(Aulhllr'>mott.~) 
170 E. Jefferson . Avenue; Sun HC SJO 
& I la. SS and Nur-cr\" al I la: Thurs 
HC 12: I Op: (i\11 we, ·1928 BCP1: The 
Rev. Richard Ingalls: 313/259-2206 

MINNESOTA 
St. Louis Park (Minneapolis) 
Anglican Church or St Dunstan 
( Ang/irn11 C!,11,rh in :\111crir11 I 
4241 Brookxid« Avenue: Sun HC. 8:30:i 
(MP Isl Sun): HC & SS IOa; (Nursery 
care IOal; Tue, 7Jl Bible Study; All 
services 1928 BCP: The Rev. Willi~m 
Sistermnn: 612f.;}2();9 I 22 

OREGON 
Bend 
St. Paul's Anglicnn Church 
(t\11glican Church in :\mcrica) 
123 NW Franklin ;\,e: Sun 8 Low 
;\·la.~~- I (la Choral Eucharist. Church 
School: Wed IOa HC/Healing:. 1928 
BCP/Amcric:m 11 Iissal; nie Rev, 
Stanley G. Mutgirvin; 50JfJ85-1774 

Portland 
The Cathedral Parish or St. \lark 
(:1ni:ih "" Churclt i11 America) 
1025 NW 21st . .i.,~: Sun Low :--1:iss 3a. 
Solemn ;,..t:i,;~ llh (chrltlcare provided!: 
Weekct;1y :-.ta.s,,cs: Wed S:30p: Thurs 
6:J0a. Fri 12:30 p: Sa1 HC Sa: The 
Mos1 Rev, Robin Connors, The Very 
Rev. Dartland Anderson {ct al): 
503/223-2383 

KANSAS 
Prairie Village 
Trinity Anglican Church 
1. \11glica11 C/111/"l"h i11 America) 
W21l W. 6:1ru S1.: Sun ~a HC, 10:tb 
Matins, HC & Church School; The 
Rev. Rohen Hill Porter, rector: rhc Rev. 
;,..i.:ssrs. Gerald Claudius & James 
Krchcmker. associure»: th-, Rev. Forrest 
Burgen, deacon: 816/-172-1618. 
913/432-2687 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
Church of SL James the Less 
1Episn11-~1I Chun:/11 
3227 W. ClcariidJ St.: Sun ww '.\lass 
&i: Sung ;,..bs,; I0.1: (Summer Low 
Mass with Hymns 9:i): Wccl,aiay, 
;\h,,~s: Tues & Thurs 6p: Wt'd 1'.1:1: 
Fri 9a: Sat 9:)0a: American 
MissalJ1928 IKP: The: Re". Da"'I 
Ousley: .215/"!.'29-576 7 

Crcc:nvillc 
Holy Trinity ,\nelican Church 
r:\r.-.:lu·.Jn CJ:;n. h Fr. \,...(n1·,11 
717 Bunoimbc St.: Sun l Lt flC 1\IP 
2ti<I & -lih): 1'12:l HCP: Toe Re·.-. Lick 
Cole: xn.112•2-2!!.1<2 

Spartanburg 
St. Francis Church 
(:\n~fican C/mr; I, 111 ·\mai,·,11 
1\0 I \lic:hho:r Rd. Sun L.1w \la<~ ~a. 
f;duc:11i,m 'IJ. Solemn Hiµh '.\la« l(h 
E,cn«in:; .i~ Henc-hrtion 6p: WcJ 
'.\b,~ 711: frilly '.\la" Noon: The Rev. 
Canon Kenneth Dulcy. :.:-.:1or. The Rev. 
Dr. James L,f½~j". curate: 
864/579-3fi79. f:rt :\79-2970: 
S-<Fr:ind,lq',\OL.C0M 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Florence 
Anglican Church 
of Our Suvinur 
1:\11,gfirn11 Catholic ( ·1,11rd1J 

Pamplico H" :· .11 C:,,,:11.lc Ave, 
(P:1rkw,,,,d l'r,·,hytcri.1111: Sun J:.10 
p.m. HC 2nu & -Ith S,m,. i\lP 1,1 Sun. 
El' Jrd Sun: rue Rev. James K. Short. 
pricst-in-charec: coniact Louise 
Sullenger, SUJ/t,f,•).t,615 

TEXAS 
;\lpine 
Holy Cross Anglican:Church 
lt\ndi,:,m C/11111:/i in :l.mair,11 
N. :!n<l at Brcn~n: Sun HC If>:.: Wed 
HC noon: Holy D:iy~ HC noon: 19::l< 
BCP: The: Rev . .-\. Sa.i.ton-William,: 
9f5i837-7-l63 

VIRGINIA 
Arlington· 
Church of St. vlutthias 
1.-l11~/i.-a111 Chwd, in :\men",·,·, I 
335'0 Wil-on B11:J. ,\\ilson-Bl\'u. 
Christian Church I: Sun HC9a 1) IP ~th 
Sun 1: The Rev. Siegfried Runge: 
301i96.,-57::'.6: 703r--13-<lJiJ 

AUSTRAL~A 

Melbourne 
St. Mark's. Fitzroy 
(:1"11gfin111 Clwrch <'f.-l!1.W<1lio.1I 
250 G,-crcc S1n:c1: Su:i HC 9:.Hh: S:11 
Bcncdicti-;m 7p: '.\Ion-Sal O;,ilj \l:css: 
Th\! R\!,·. Tony :--otik: OJ/.J.l'l-~051 
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