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RAYS OF HOPE FROM 
BISHOP OF BASINGSTOKE 

Of all the many good things I have read over the years in THE 
Cl IIUST!i\N C/-1;\LU:NGE. l found Dorothy Mills Parker's (April) 
interview with the Rt. Rev. Geoffrey Rowell, new Bishop of Basing­ 
stoke in England. one of the mos! reassuring and hopeful: reassuring 
because ii shows th.it there arc still theologically sound bishops who; 
wit hour compromising in runners of principle, relate in Christian love 
tu those within the Church of England: hopeful because the extended 
pastoral care the C of E offers its members seems 10 be working, and 
because some traditionalist priests have been elevated to the episco­ 
pate since the C of E decided to ordain females. 

In short. both "parties" within the C of E appear 10 have at least 
some key players who may allow the institutional church. to 
provide care lo all its members. while granting time for the Holy
Spirit 10 guide them to a possible resolution. This should set an 
example for the rest of the Anglican Communion. 

Ellen Kennedy 
6814 Maplecrest Drive 

,\1111a11dale. Viry:i11ia zn03 

DIXON'S "SAD SPECTACLE" 
Keep your women silent in church ... 
1 submit, as a woman, that this is the only hope of healing our 

once beloved and respected Episcopal Church. We have allowed 

~----~-~ SO, LIKE. 
ANYJ./AY 01/tJES ... _ 

activists to tum our parishes into lmlflegn:ninds. riot places nf 
worship. 

Whal a sud spectacle Bishop Jane Dixon made for wrrrnen.s 
leadership in [recent rnoruhs]. Who in their right mind would
charge into a <irnplc church. lost in heap, of robes, dcmunding
reconnition? The fact that .. General Convention [acknowledged 
rhat the traditionalist view i .. still I ;1 legitimate rheological position' 
to hold seemed to escape ;\,Js. Dixon 's notice, 

She wa~ not content 10wait for the 1997 General Convention ro 
approve the newest weapon in the feminist heavy ordinance: 
Canon Ill}( I. Once 1ha1 is passed. this lovely. tolerant church will' 
no longer allow me 10 serve [L<; a member of the vestry because I 
have clearly made up my mind not IO follow the crowd-of cowed 
parishioners over the proverbial cliff-where t believe. the women 
are rakina us. 

Whcr~ were our ordained women when the heresies of those 
who worshipped Sophia. the Goddess of Wisdom. fwere l exposed? 
The silence w:1s deafening. Any reaction to "Christa" hanging in 
numerous churches? How many have actualiy intoned chants 
(prayers") 10 God the Mother? ... Who. if any. of our. female leaders 
have spoken out against Iopenly I gay and lesbian priests? Did I.not 
read that we are 10 love the sinner. BUT NOT THE SfN?...To be 
silent is 10 agree. is it not? ... 
"But you. my friends. should remember the predictions made 

by the apostles of our Loni Jesus Christ. This was the warning they 
gave you: In the final age there will be men who pour scorn on 
religion, and follow their own godless lusts, ·• 

Bonnie Dougherty. Cdr. USN RET 
Convenor: Area fl B 

Episcopal Synod o/Amerirn 
34427 Hollow Oak Road 
Bluemont, Virsi11ia 22012. 

AS 771c HEW PASTOl?CCYYTll/(/cD fl/SSERNM, /4'1 Atl(.,~)' ~f0J3 
5EIIRC/fED FOR MEMJEl?S OF TllE PASTOR/fl .SELECTION CCMM!TTc£ 

APPRECIATION 
[I would like to] express my appreciation for THE CHRISTI.-\N 

CHAUENGE. which I first saw in the rector's office where I first 
called in lo inquire about becoming an .-\nglic:an in 1966. Recently, 
I ran across ;1 letter from [founding. CHALLENGE editor Dorothy 
Faber], written in 1978 after the (Continuing Church's) Dallas 
Constitutional Synod. 111is letter .. was oh. so prophetic about the 
hardships to come and I have been so encouraged over the years 
just to have known her. 

Francis H. K11arp 
AMarer. Ohio 

I am a traditionalist and a recipient of the CHALLENGE. which 
I read from cover to cover ... Without good communication trudi­ 
tlonahsts are a dying species ... 

(The Rt. Rcv.; nr. 1-1,urn<li 
(Retired ,-\11glinu1 Bishop O( 

Hurure, Zimh(llnq·) 

I can't remember how I first came across a cllp)' 11f '/'/·/f 
Cf!R/.\T!.-\N Cl-1.-ILLENGE. hut I vowed then and there that I 
would subscribe, 10 it. Now. praise the Lord. I do. and [ l°l1und ;1
rccem issucjbcthwell wriuen and fusciruuing=-un insipht into our 
own affairs from a different stundpoint and into what may be 1,11 
its way to us ... 

A11dr,,,1·}. Sm,,f/ 
Ayleshury. ffol'ki11gl111111shir,· 

E,1.1!l1111d 
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as the first Bishop of Liverpool. nominated to Lhc post by 1•· 
other than Benjamin Disraeli. The city then was i-1 griny, : .
shipping and manufacturing center on Eng land ·s west coast. R, 1.
clear-cut devotion to the exposition of' scripture, his unOi11d,., 
crusade to educate his flock witlJ the knowledge of higher !hi : 
and his genuine anxiousness for souls made all of Great 8ri1;1,,
up and t;ke notice. Soon. the see of Liverpool was known thmi;~ 
out England for its evangelical spiri 1. · 

J.C. Ryle's theology was for the most part self-taught, whic., 
Victorian England. was not all that unusual. He relied on the g • 
Anglican divines as well as the works of the Puritans. He ,,_. 
devoted to the Prayer Book: throughout his wrilings he chides! 

1 readers for not taking advantage of the riches to be found in , .. 
pages. In writing and preaching. one of his biographers dc;;crit>:-. 
his "strong, vivid didactic style. u,ing hammer-blow rhetoric nl .. 
most telling sort." In his lifetime. he wrote over 20 books, and ,

1was estimated, in 1897. that 12 11;illion of his tracts had been Wi! 
Thouch the legacy may seem largely obscured today, the deep, Yet he was no Tracrariun. Ryle \"ifurously eschewed any Angt- 

rich wellsprings of Anglican history have produced an incredible Catholic interpretations of the Prayer Book. and he was especial I. 
panoply of vibrant and intractable ministers of God, zealous for leery of the notion of bapusma i regeneration. which he on.. 
mnh andrizhreousness. referred to as "an enormous folly." For him, Holy Scripture ,1 ,; 

.Andeve;ina11orfdofmenpopulatedbysuchsrrongfiguresas paramount, echoing the cry of his spiritual ancestor John Knc•. 
Charfes Simeon. William Romaine. or George Whitefield, none, who once thundered in the presence of Queen Mary: "You sh:.·. 
perhaps. was a.,; formidable a:; John Charles Ryle (1816- l 900), the believe God. who plainly speakerh in His Word." 
fir.-1 Bishop of Liverpool, and the uncontested leader of the Evan- Bishop Ryle's greatest legacy ,o the Church are his books. 

50
m. 

gclical parry in the Established Church. of which have never gone our (lf prim. Two especially are wor1~ 
The famous portrait of him by Pellegrini. which hangs in the mentioning: Holiness: Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, anu 

National Portrai t Gallery in London. is striking for several reasons. Roots (available from the Evangelical Press) and Christian Leac. 
Firxr. the 5implicityofhis vestments and the ------------------ ersofthe 18th Century (from The Bar: 
open Bihlcon the desk in from of him reveal ner of Truth Trust). 
to us hi~ ErangelicaJ leanings. TI1cn. we are Ryle's devotion to the exposition of Christian Leaders was fir.st publish- 
in1rigucd by his solid. sturdv frame. posed scripture, his crusade to educate his flock ed in l 869. It originally appeared as ~ 
as if he had just been knighted: ready, it with the knowledge of higher things, and series or articles in the magazine Famit- 
seems. 10 lake on all comers. Finally, his anxiousness for souls made all of Treasury, I hen collected together 1111d;, 
though. it is his face that leaves the most Great Britain sit up and take notice. the title Christian Life One Hundred 
la,1ing impression. His posturing would Years Ago. Throughout the book. Rvk 
lead us 10 expect a Bismark ian scowl. but highlights the lives of men like Da,{ieJ .., 
imread we see what can kindly be described ,• Rowlands, John and Charles \VeskY. 
as a cross between Robert E. Lee and an ,, Henry Venn. George Whitefield and 011;. S I, .,~•.,-,.
ddcrly George Bernard haw. II is the face , .. ., _,:;,r . ers who preached the glorious truths of 
1h:11 moved his successor a1 Liverpool, F.J. 4i,, , .. '4.. God to an English populaoon who. for 
Chavassc. 10 remark lh;it he was "that man '1llt- · r._ the most part, had forgotten the faith of 
l)fgranite, with Ilic heart of a child." r ·, · their fathers. These are stirring miniature 

Ahhough Ryle grew up comfoned by "---s portraits; stories of courage and truth that 
upper middle da« rcspc-ctability, he and his invigorate and rekindle faith. 
famil~ were plunged into poverty when his England in the l Sth century was under 
Iathers bank failed. What a blow this must the enlightened influence of men Like 
have been to the young man, at the top of Joseph Butler, who wrote that English so- 
hi'> cla\, al Christ Church. Oxford and ciery at large knew the Gospel as nothing 
champion university cricketeer, accus. more than "an imposture, a man-explcx:Jed 
iomcd a~ he was 10 moving ea~iJy among fable." Ryle writes of men who made no 
hi\ ,;oci:J circle. In his 2bt year. amid aJI f apologies, and who risked their lives and 
the trihulation of \<x:ial humiliation and reputations 10 bring their fellow courury. 
fami/\ trauma. ht '>al in church one Sundav men back to faith. As in his other writ- 
:md. ~-hilc hcMing the text o( 1he second ings, Bishop Ryle is not without some 
chapter of S1. Paul\ Ll'll,:r 111 i/l(· tj,lwsial/\ humor. In one particularly memorable 
read. he had an ununerablydecpc:onvcr,ion passage, Ryle relates the story of how 
experience. God changed the course of hi\ King George U1 once had to write a rather 
lift; and ,0<.>n. anw:crin~ an imcmiJI call, stern letter to the Archbishop or C:1111er- 
T~yk dtcided to ~k Holy Orders. bury, asking him to keep the all-nigh: 

Hc: held 1hc Jiving at HdmiJ1gham for a drinking. parties at Lambeth Palace 10 a 
I me, ,md 1hen became a curate in Strnd- minimum, as they were hurting the rcpu- 
,. ri.,okc. Suffolk. In 1880, lie ww,enthroncd talion of the Church. 

Continued on Pnge 7 
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"A Happy Sort Of Madness't-s-« 1"' 
THE REV MICHAEL SHIER, former vicar 0f
London's St. Clement's, King Square, tells of his 
first year in the Canadian Continuing Church 

1///:i/.J ·. 
,, / / , .J t.··:. 

AYEARAGOILEFTENGLANDTOJOJNTHECON- JJl~ t!;'-::f t<'~J
TlNUiNG CHURCH IN CANADA. Many people told r . ~ .I -\S~A J,{;_/C .. : ,,- .' 
me I was mad: It wouldn't work. One priest told me I I.Jo·':-, \ "-:•_ .. ,/ ,. 
needed spiritual direction. (Amen ~o that') The Bishop or ~- ..,.,r,..,.c...')_,,,,:/:;f\i\•. (. :fl_:•: . · 
Stepney teared for my future. The Bishop of London asked : ; / - - '.i · .Ii · 
mewholwCluldbeincommunjonwith.Thiswasabitrich, , - ... : ;·. 
as he had just given a crowd of us n hideously complicated 'i ~ ·, - ~-:.·: · -,.i:~ :r 
lecture in which _h~ extolled the vir~ues of the oikonomia ~ ... ._:~:7 ~11· 1,\J1 ...,._ - 
over1heco_m_plex1t1esofthecom111u1110. ~ l.}·C'.'. · IF ·1r'f}1i 
It was difficult to answer the Prophets of. Doom. All I r. -1. \ 1:..t1/ [ )I" , \lj r.: 

knew was that they were not speaking from experience. l ,it, ~I ' I·: =---~.._..,...,. "<..:; :;;:'><'•:"'7" 
They hadn't tried it and failed. They'd just read newspc1per - ·__. : 1

1 --., , ,;:, .,_ ::----. =--- -:..::.,~~.
d

....,_,,.., '- - ' , .. ,.,,, .j_) ,..,.,..,. 

reports.an aswealJoknow,theContinuingChurchesh,ive -~ ca1;;::_. :· 1 q?k--± ' =:::f"J,_~...,- · 
had bad press. It's a combination of ignorance, animus and G-f 11, '!'-r,]J · t~o ~;;,..,·.::~ .r. 

a weH-dir~ted_ ridi_cule at Continuers' inability to wash 1 ,/--~ 9;Ji•~~' ? ~ .,n,,.{J;:n.i 

our dirty linen m private. ([ have news for 1\ ·~~~,,

you. We are improvingl) ' ~f 
So what's the first year been like? , ~~r:,.~ 

Stretching, demanding, encouraging, ter- So what's the first 
rifying, rewarding, exciting and glorious. year been like? 
Let me tell you about just one of my Demanding .. 
churches. terrifying .. 

St. Patrick's Day 1996 saw the inaugura- rewarding .. 
tion of a new parish on the coast of British glorious. 
Columbia. Aptly named St. Columba, the 
congregation has clung to its rocky out­ 
crop over the sea for many years. Recent 
growth has led to parish status with its own officers, its own 
council and its own bank account. 
On March 17, we gathered, in the presence of the Bishop, 

forewarned that there would be no room for extras as the 
church is always full. Many people sat on the wood deck 
outside under the huge Douglas Fir. With the doors flung
wide, Bishop Crawley, not known for needing a "P.A. 
system," spoke of our citizenship in heaven. The people of 
St. Colurnba's are grateful citizens of heaven, fierce and 
loyal in their faith and an example to all traditional Angli­ 
cans everywhere. 
The Mass concluded with a rousing rendition of St. 

Patrick's breastplate; and then, after the Angelus, we all 
walked down to the sea, our minds bnggling ,1t the 'deep 
sea divers,' all glorious in their rubber suits, trying to 
warm themselves at a huge wood tire, as we passed them 
by and on into the local community hall where we had our 
bunfight ([11~/i:;/i t·.rpn·:.:~it111 JiJr p11ri:;;h di1111t'I" 11r reception). 

Bep Lowe, an accomplished artist and widow of Fr. 
Lowe (the founder), exhibited the parish history Fr. Gale 
(former rector) spoke of his nurturing years. The Bishop 
commended the Sunday School teachers of our parishes 
and pointed out that children pass on the gospel often 
better than adults. 

It was one of those days when e\·crything worked and 
everyone worked together for good. Churches always 

ST. COLW,IS.-1 OF JONA 11co11t tiO mile; natih ,if l•i111- 
(OlfllfT. 

seem to have their problems, and being a 
'Continuer' is not an occupation for the 
faint-hearted. Despised and rejected by

religious cognoscenti. some of whom wouldn't recognize 
the shoot from the stock of Jesse if they tripped over it, they 
have struggled into life with few cheers from the empty 
touchline (sidelines). Teenage traumas and the hostility. of 
the aberrant parent body have dogged them at every turn. 
But St. Colurnba's has ducked and dived through it all. 
Here the seed has grown in silence (and adoration) for 15 
years. It wasn't just a memorable day. lt was one of the 
most moving and joyful, days of my life. 
As the old Celtic churches on the edges of civilization in 

the Dark Ages eventually b ... 'Came visible and handed on. 
their sacred treasure. so St. Colurnba's growth in its sm,111 
cornrnunitv now testifies to the same lift'. 
St. Colu.mba's is but one of three distant and disp-1rate 

parishes ( took over a year ago. I did it with some anx i­ 
eties. i\ly fear was that the churches would simply \\rnish 
because there was onlv one of me and tot, many 1,1f them. 
What I hadn't grasped was the degree to which these are 
lay-led churches, of the kind the more conventional svn­ 
orls have _bl'en hollt!ring about for the lasr -W vears. ·No 
chance ot the priest mtll1opolizin).; .rll th.i' functions in 
continuing churches-the laity Ml' toll vital. Asm,11le.x,1m. 
pie: a new member who was shocked to fin.d mv wif, 
delivering leaflets 60 miles from home t.111 ,l Saturd,1~ 
afternoon took the whole wad from her a.nd. ddivt•re(\ 
them all on the Monday morning. l.arn reminded of the - 
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t: r;;.it11:,,: h•.i: 11. h.t Fr. Shier ,:,111,; St. C,111111100·, A-fmml'd cuape! sen ls 11/10111 
~5. (~11 '"'· half th, c,mgr.:g,1lio11·,,,, the pmi.<h's inauguration dny 11,rr<' on th,· 
,k-1: ,,c,t,:i,k At risht. n ,>it,t· r( the t1/t<1r. 

Here we have Bishops in full Apostolic succes.-;~011 
who believe the Catholic Faith witho~il re~ervatro11, 

practice it. andfully support their priests. 

pre-Reformation Church, described by Eamon Duffy in 
the Stripping of the Altars. The laity made the thing sur­ 
vive. It \\'ilS a lay-led church that Henry VIII destroyed, but 
here it is still ali \'e. 

It has been a wonderful year. In England, I felt trapped. 
indeed I felt I was colluding with a lie. I was transfixed 
when I read in Newman how the party in which liberalism 
gre\\' up 'breathed around an in.fluence which made men
of religious sensibilities shrink within themselves.' 
What Newman feared in liberalism was the initiation of 

in!enninable debate which must inevitably supplant the 
certainties of revealed religion with uncertainty and call 
into question the desire for obedience. My problem was 
two-fold. First my belief that obedience is not an infantile 

FR. t,.1ICHAEL SHIER attended St. Clwd's College, Dur/111111, 
liHd 1rn~ ordai11cd to tire priesthood i11 1967. He ,ms curate i11 two 
olhc; l..m1do11 pnrislws, Kc11to11, 1111d St. Mary's, Pimlico, before 
l1cco111i!lg ricar o( St. Cltmeut's, Kings Square i11 1977. He also 
:;crued a~ clmplai11 to Lo11d01,'~ Moorfieids Eye Hospitn/ from 
1%2-95. Ma_rried with two chil,_1rt!11, lire 54-year-ofd Shier left 
l:nglmzd heuind Inst year to sen•e 111 the A11xlic.a11 Cnt/zofic Church 
of Canada IACCC1, wherein he looks after the co11;,;regations of St. 
Pdcrmzd St. Pau~, Vn11co11l'e.r; St.Michal'! and All Angt!ls,Mnlsqui, 
mid St. Co/11111/la s, J-falft110011 Bay. Tue ACCC is led /Jy the Rt. Re». 
l<nkrl MaCi•1; C.R., the former A11glicn11 Bis!to11 <1 Mntabeleia

11
d 

l.i111/l{l/.,;c1~. 1hr: ACCC is a part of ilu: Traditional AngliCfl,; 
(011111111111011 ITACJ, w/11(/, fdespili> i1111we,5io11s /cf/ IJ1; the Co11ti11- 
11u111'~ "bad press," as Fr. Shier put« it) is ,me of just IH;o s11bstanth•c 
international Co11ti1111i11g Church [l'l/(~usltips, ~1e other being llte 
/l!!gltr,111 Cctholic Church. In ndd1/1m1 lo Ca1u1da, TI\C hos 
pw;·i11cc., or bmnclu'.s in lhe U.S., Centrat America, Australia, 
Soutlurn Afnm, India, Pakisuu«, Eng/mid 1111d Ireland. TAC is in 
cannuuuion with the traditio11n/i<;t Forward in Fail/, 01:'<fliziwtion 
tuithiu the Church of E11gln11d. 

6 

· · d second, who trait, but the essence of our_ Rehgio~, an d that ;i Jready 
could I obey? \i\lhcre could I tmd that cL~ncor 

11
. iance? 

exists in Christ-that concord that requires ~1Y a egon the 
• . . . 1 · s as 1t ,vere, Perhaps I could find 1t mt K' ma:gm., c. Id It seemed 

rock)' outcrops like the Celtic Saints or 0
1 

· orld but 
int 1e ,v ' worth a try. Truth is a homeless stranger th will out, and 

there must be somewhere where the tru • 
0
who 

. ·t 1 ·c success10 here we have Bishops m full Apos O 1 . . ,rnctice it, 
believe the Catholic Faith without re.senah~n, ~lrnnge!). 
and full}' support their priests (certamly a 111

1
c: t·rom the 

, i thernse ,,es Many priests who have n:-m?' ec ·R ort nornerv 
"Impaired" Anglican Communion (Eames d~l? al Angh- 

1 t the Tm inone f clature1
) and attached thernse ves O f d peace o 

can Communion here declare they have ound' I would 
. . 1 'd rk v.roo · . mind and soul. Others are still m t 1e a W ake a F:,oint 

· f ti m e 111" • ask your prayers part1cu_Iarly ~r 1e . i these orthodox 
of maintaining close friendships wit 1 uestioned loy­ 
priests still 'within', who are people 0f uf:q r a year of new 
alty and unnoticed anguish. For my~1l ,d'1 tc;n retn~mbcr 
lif: I can say that my distres~ has h te However, it 15 "e1' 
bemg told that we should be distressed- d·scouraged. Anl 
difficult to be distressed without being 1.d 

1
1t care. I can . 'f ,ou 01 .

1f you are discouraged, you look as 1 ) w n0,vn. . i ~ .. 
say wilhout hesitation that all that has noparishes, bes,l ~~ 

\t\ . . . b t y three l r are so 1
11nt1ssomtercstmga ou m. ll ·-thatt1e) 

1
· I . f' Cli'l \/ J:, · t'\Vl) 0t 1em being self-supporting man • · ,, pJes: 1n 1.. 

. JI exani ·1 works different yet so united. Three sma 
11 

Howeve1~ 1 :rfikult 
them, advertising has = :ffect at ~risheS f!nd _1tf ~~(l\'i1ls, 
very woll 111 the third parish. Two P f r v;1nOUt> . spare. 
lo bed and board groups of people 0

1 ... ve beds tit) .:r two Tl · J ver 1<• ot re .ioso of the third parish, wwe 't ot in the 
1
•
1
·
111
ent 

S · h bu n •pe . tudv groups work in 01'.e p~ns d requires c:~·t, indud- 
rhe whole scene 1s fascmatmg an 

80 11Jes apil 1
dk• it? 

and a sense of adventure. They are ne priest )1.::ii . an on mg a 40-ininutc ferry ride. How c 
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As the old Celtic churches 011 the edges of 
civilization .. eventually became visible and handed 
011 their sacred treasure, so St. Columba's growth 

in its small community now testifies to the same life. 

Only with the help of the two parishes on Vancouver 
Island who send over "spare" priests two Sundays a
month; but soon I hope for permanent assistance. 

And when I think of Home? When I think of home I 
know my old parish (St. Clement's, King Square, London)
is well served. And I think of the gem-like faith of my new 
parishioners, and I remember that if we had not come, they 
would not now have a priest. Yes, I may well have been 
mad to have taken the risk, but it's a happy sort of mad­ 
ness-perhaps what is meant by being a fool for Christ? I 
hope so.■

SIGNPOSTS Continued from Page 4 
Holiness. Ryle's most famous volume. is a collection of

sermons. seamlessly wed 1oge1hcr. encouraging the Christian 
reader lo seek the help of Chris! in achieving biblical holiness. 
The bishop's words are firmly and th.!mons1r.1bly clear: union 
with Christ is the onlv root or holiness. and there is 110 formulaic
way to achieve holin~ss. But there is. Ryll! warns. a sure-fire way
not 10 achieve ii. and that is through the ecstatic methods of the 
camp meeting revivalists. or the Keswick method of perfection­ 
ism. Perfectionist teuchina was rife in England and America 
during Ryle 's I ime, and he spent a great part l,r his ministry 
wurninu Christians of its inherent dangers. The volume, wriucn
with p,~toral tenderness. is a warm balm for the soul, No author 
since has equalled his 1rca1mcnt of the subject. 

Bishop Ryle has left the Anglican Communion ;m incredible
legacy of piety and practice. enshrined in the bullks that we still 

have the grand opportunity to read. John ~foe lend. principal of 
the Free Church College in Edinburgh. summedup hisapprccia­
tion Ior .J.C. Ryle in thi-, way: "The Lord God 11f Elijah lives. and 
when he gives" double portion of Hi, spirit to a ministry Pike 
Ryle 's I that comes in the spirit and in the power or the prophet 
of fire. the hearts of the children will he turned 10 their fothcrs. 
and the disobedient wilt learnthe wisdom of the jusr," ■

THE ROCK 
A Quarterly Journal for ThinkingTraditi0nalists

1:\'ow in its 131ft _1'<'11r ,m.J r,a,I in 13 countries) 
For a full year's subscription send cheque tor 

US S16 lo: 10989 Hilsea Cresent, RR#4, 
Ladysmith, BC, Canada VOA 2EO

Earn a BAR .. ~U.•lin .. M.Di\ .. D.Min from • 
Life-Expe~cnce. correspondence. directed home f/' - .. 
slud~. credit b~ exam. research. and transfer ~£; 6]··.;. 
credits. St. James School or Theology. Depr. C. · ~ !/J 
l➔IO Lake Tarpon Ave .. Tarpon Springs. FL 

NEW SERMON SERIES AVAILABLE 
Encouraged by several church leaders and members.

the Rev. William Sisterman. rector of the Anglican Church
ofSr. Dunstan. Minne,1polis. announces the publkaticn of
a series of sermons following the Eucharistic Propers found
in the t 928 Book of Common Prayer. This 2 t 2-p.1ge series
is the first set of sermons since 1978, when the Fellowship:
of Concerned Churchmen made available sermons since
t 978. when the FellowshipofConcerned Churchmen made
available sermons prepared by the Rt. Rev. Robert C.
Harvey. prlrnarlly for use by lay readers in new Continuing
Church parishes that werewithout clergy on someSundays,

father Sisrermen has been a priest for 32 years and
rector of St. Dunstan's for six years. His sermons are
centered on the Person of [esus Christ and his illustrations
are generally Biblical.

The priming of the sermons srew from a ministry within
St. Dunstan's Parish in which the Sunday Eucharist service
is raped and mailed to shuc-ins and parishioners vacation- l
Ing out of state. When a number of people asked for ·
primed copies of the sermons. a transcnpuon was made I
by Fr. Sisterrnan's wife, Carol, and the final editing was ],·I
done by Fr. Ststerrnan himself. He then decided to m~~
the sermons ,w,1ilable to his fellow priests and lay readers. ,1\I 

The entire series is priced at S 75, payable in advance to:
The ReY. William Sisteruiun 
J'.!1 l Sth Avenue North ·,1 •

Hopkins, ,\\N 55.¼3
{l Ui9J8-7580; 1).!U-9 U! 
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The Case Of T_he 
Missing Doctnne 

. Esc pes Trial After . 
Righter . a d 2 ODO-Year Teachmg; 
Judges Fail To Rn ' "'an 

. AnnP;,/ Presenters n Bypassmg n--- , t· Bid 
Unlikely C,eneraf Conven ion 

In Their Own Image 
AT THE DIOCESE Of NEW- ·rEOPLE LOVE TO TAKE SHOTS s noting

ARK - said its deconstrucrionisr diocesan. John pokng, "'nslg
. bl" . had called Newar an ' -

that one conservative pu «anon ed B" hop Spong "this insig- 
.fi t flyspeck • But now. declar ,s ,

ru can ft peck.has become God's agent In doing nothing less
nfican: ys . Ch ch "
than defining the very nature of the Christian . ur .

That is how Spong saw the impact of an Episcopal Church
(ECUSA) court's announcement May 15 that it fou~d no cle~r
bar to the ordination of noncelibate homosexuals in ECUSA s
consrirurion or canons, and thus had dismissed all charges 
against former Newark Assistant Bishop Walter Righter for his
1990 ordination of the acrively gay Barry Stopfel.

At a packed May 19 celebratory service at St. George's,
Maplewood. New Jersey, where Stopfel is now rector. Spong
said: 'This church ofours has done an audacious thing. We will
nor now tremble at our audacity. Rather we will step boldly into
the future rhar we have helped to build."

Ir is a future that the ten bishops who "presented" (formally
accused) Righter, and their supporters, see as alien to the
Church built upon the ministry and teachings of Christ and the
Scriptures.

"In a single pronouncement." said the presenters. the court
·has_swepr awa~ two ~illennia of Christian teaching regarding
Gods purp~ses in creation. the nature and meaning ofmarriage
aoci the family, (and) rhe discipleship in relation to sexuality to
which we_ are called as followers of Jesus..... And. "it has
rendered inoperative the consistent pronouncements of the
~neral Convention. the House of Bishops, the presidin
bishop and his Council of Advice, the House of Bishops f thg
Church of EnP-land h ' ·-be o e

. '-' · r e L<U 
II th Conference and the WidAngliQ.n Communion... er

Noting rhar the court also d d ..
the key 1979 Ge aJ C ee_me recommendatory" only

ner onvennon resolut' h
appropriate for this church to ord . _ ion t at "it is not
the presenters said the second h ~n; ~ract1c1ng homosexual, ..
anyone enoaged in h a o t e same sratement-"or0 eterosexuat relations ·must also be considered .. outside of marriage··
·1 recommendatory· In shon: they said "h . on Y- , t e court s decis· dto the conrrary. has left . ion. espire Its daims

uine of human sexual· us whIth no aurhoritative, binding doc-
1'Y w atever: · ·

Countdown To Ch 
In early I 99S Ri h aos 

. . . g ter was accu d b
teact11ng a doctrine contra se y the ten bisho s of
his ordination vows to coZ~o that held by E.CUSA and viol~ting
fhne. ~ghter is one of some'~ t~ ~CUSA·s doctrine and disci­
a:n:.i-,1994 ~<oinonia staterne:i'~~al ?ishops Who signed
low~ ~ ' e se'."1ng in Newark followin ors.111_~ gay orclinations;
. . e ordained Stopfel to the di g retirement as Bishop of
ius1 days after the House of Bis~~onate at Spong·s behest-

ps scored Spong's 1989
8 
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Report/Analysis By The Editor With Guy Hawtin

ordination of another openly gay man (the controversial Robert 
Williams, whom Spong himself disowned and who has since
died of AIDS}. Later ordained a priest by Spong, Stopfel now
shares St. George's rectory with his longtime partner. the Rev. 
Will Leckie, a minister of the United Church ofChrist. which has 
been the only major U.S. denomination to expressly sanction
actively homosexual ministers.

While several other ECUSA prelates have unilaterally or­
dained practicing homosexuals, and many more clearly support
such ordinations, the Righter-Stopfel case was selected for the
presenters· bid to restore church order on thegay issue because
it was the oldest such incident within the church's five-year
statute of limitations. and because Righter, now a retiree receiv­
ing pension payments. faced no potential loss ofsee or salaiy­
a consideration which failed to impress the pro-gay lobby.

, H e ofBishopsAfter the required one-quarter of ECUSA s ous es 
backed what liberals dubbed a "heresy" trial on the chcllreg

0
~

rt st first ruboth parties to the case agreed that the cou mu . pre-
h or not ir what constitutes church doctrine and whet er argued

eluded the ordination of active gays; that issue .;~. Hugo
before the court's bishop-judges February 2 7, Wl esenters,
Biankingship, a Virginia attorney, representing the prresentinS
and Michael Rehill, Newark's diocesan chancello'., :~om borh
Righter. The court thereafter also requested bnde. o·pHne had

• h en's 15parties on the question of whether the c ur
been violated ,vers at Sr.

. 200 obse 7.1In a ruling announced before nearly NI y I 5. a 
John's Cathedral Wilmington Delaware, on_ aor discipline

· · · ' d ctnnen ofamaionty of the court held that neither the O • din,1tion
f . l)l hrer s or ·r0 the church h,1d been violated by '"g refationsh1 · · re 

noncelibate homosexual in a faithful sa~,e-s~ i,ter. rile c~~/1
In order to dismiss the charges agains~ . ~tion" betw ,he

m · · .. l nr d1st1n 0n a1onty appealed to an alleged anc e ) centering ilild
~nchangeable "Core Doctrine" (kerygma In the Gosrel\ec·
identity and salvilk mission of Christ foul1ci )

011 
"thlnS5 

5
,
1

1d
Creeds. and other church teaching (didachlde .. which they dcr·
e h wor , d unssaiy for our life in community and t e ces an
m I . cunistanay c )ange in response to "new or
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srandlngs." As examples. the court noted ch~,.-tges In 
positions on slavery and divorce. e 

While conceding that doctrine generally is broader in .sco p IY 
the majority decided that the canons (Title 1V) proreCC on 
"Core Doctrine," and thus (since it does not address hornose,,Cu­ 
alicy) discerned nothing within that to bar a bishop from ordain­ 
ing someone In a "committed sexual relationship with a Person · 
of rhe same sex." 

Likewise. the court said it did not find ·sufiic::Jent clarjty- In 
present church teaching to support the chMge that RJ~hter 
violated his ordination vow to uphold the church·s discipl 1 ne. 

The court acknowledged church reaffirmations <Jf tradirio_naJ 
marriage doctrine, and said ECUSA seemed to be of one mind 
on some sexuality issues: for example, it clearly disapproved 
of adultery. But it pointed to "widespread questie>ning- of the 
church's stand on same-gender relc1tionships. a.ncf the Jacl<. of 
an explicit ban on them in the canons. as bases for declaring
that the court lacked "full and dear authority of t-h~ churcm " ro.­ 
finding against Rlghter. They indicated thatGenera.I Convention 
was the forum for clarifying the matter.

Thus-though it w~ widely interpreted otherwise-the court 
said it was not ruling on the morality of faithful same-sex relat"k:>n­ 
ships orwhether bishops should ordain persons in vo I ved In them. 
"Rather. we are deciding the narrow issue ofwhether or not under 
[the church's disciplinary canons! a bishop is res r ralnect from 
ordaining persons" In committed homosexu,11 uni ons.

While concluding that there is no such restra i r 1: . ih:: c.,pi n: or 1 

asserted that the issue "wlll not be resolved
by "unilateral acts of bishops and their dio­
ceses." through "presentments and trials, .. t>I

"proclamations" by groups of bishops or oth­
ers. Instead. ir said more order on the m,1lle1
could be achieved if the J 997 General Conveu ·
tlon passed a canon declaring whether or not
the ordination of noncehbate homosexual per·
sons is permitted.

Role Of Scripture? 
In largely adopting Righter's "argument

from silence," the opinion seems to rely on a
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,~ lr,(L"Cf -~w ct :tit 'l,df'K~ cf Xf.~(\.11~ ..... ~wi ::o"l-:Jr.S bO:l't 
kerygm,r and d/dc1che-<lespitc its standing In key sources
cited by the maiorlry, The court. for example. pointed to the
Chicago-u,mbeth Qua-drliater-al <1s ,1 useful summary of the
'Core Doctrine· it says the church must uphold. but does not
address in that light the Qur1drllarerars first clause, whkh states
that Anglic,1.ns accept "the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments as containing all things necessary to salvatlon and
as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.· The judges
also noted rhat the court in the l 9 25 ecclesiasttcal trial of Bishop
William Montgomery Brown stated that church doctrine "Is to
be found in the Book of Common Prayer." particularly its
Creeds. though the Prayer Book also contains fairly weighty
references to Scripture (e.g.) in its ordination vows and the
Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion. as well as other moral lndicia.

Perhaps partly in response to this. two bishop-judges, Roger
White (Milwaul<eej and Donis Patterson (Dallas. retired). con­
curred with the majoriry. but also stressed in a separate opinlorr
that ordination of noncelibare homosexuals is not therefore
perrnlssible because it is not affirmatively supported by Scrip­ 
ture. the corporate decision of the church or the Prayer Book.
for indivfd;.1al bishops to acr without that aQthority Is ro 
"threaten the unity of the church." \Nhlre said.

In che lone dissenting opinion, one court member. Bishop
Andrew Fai rfield ofNorth Dakota. contended that rhe majority's
"rnlntrnalist trearrnent of doctrine" under the canons is "unten­
able." and cited references to show that it is contrary to the
meaning of the term "doctrine" as used in "contemporary
conversatlonel. academic, canonical as well as archaic con­
texts." He asserted that doctrine encompasses church teaching
on human relations. that it arises from corporate reflections on
Holy Scripture and is "formalized" in the Prayer Book (e.g. in
Its catechism and marriage rite). arguing with further evidence
that ECUSA does have o doctrine proscribing the ordination of
practicing homosexuals. Based on this, he maintained chat
General Convention's 1979 statement against gay ordinations

reflected amhoritative doctrine.
Most of the judges appeared nervous and some red-faced

as Falrfleld read his dissenting opinion.

Open Season On Gay Ordinations 
At the end of the session, a reglonal leader. of ECUSA's

gay caucus, Integrity. rose and began a reedy rendition of
the Doxology. later opining that "this was a time of rejoicing
and closure." chat would ,lllow the issues to. be discussed
"openly and comfortably. and without rancor." The Integrity
group itself called for "reconclli.1tlon and' heallng" and sald
the church "Is now in a position to fully-embrace the mlnistry"
of 3,w clergy.

fiw j•.:dges did not rake questions after announcing their
ruling. and shortly after were seen le,tving the
cathedral in civilian cloches. A press confer­
ence following which was to be addressed by
tile court's advisors Instead became sort of a 
victory session for Righter. his attorney. Stop­ 
fel, Integrity. and their supporters. Accompa­
nied by his third wife, Nancy. Righter ckcl,1r~1
relief at the outcome. saying le had been "a
\·ery _ lnvasive procedure": by early lune his
rdid became elarion over news th,u the pre­
senters would nor appeal the case.

Righter was on hand for the celebration serv,
ice ao St. Georges, where he and Stopfe! re-- 
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.:_ C· ···• . ·t! ,,• :d, . 

• ovrttlvr,3. :,,.-J,. · f round 'l'\XJ, 
ceived several standing [Jers to a total o a b' hops

b about 50 mem . be(ause the ,s 
had grown y be an. thought that. nd lesbian
since the controvers,?' gdoctrine or ruling..gay a d that's
had not issued a firm - t do good work. an

. ( n) continue o •pre,1chers llke me C<'I •n the church. .
what's going ro create chang~'. claimers. several sources-In

Indeed. despite the courts .;the decision further dears the
eluding Righter's att?rney-sa, d . active homosexuals, ~nd
way for individual bishops ro or amd have 'Today's acnon
takes the heat off those who aflreda ! ·ngga-y men and lesbi-d · · o or am,
essentially leav~ the eoson ew York Times, while The 
ans to bishops. wrote The N ·t as an episcopal "green
Church of England Newspaper saw' 
card· for such ordinations. . - Archbishop of

\Vithin days of the courts ruling, former .
Canterbury Robert Runde made the timely revelation t~at h_e
had ordained noncelibate homosexuals by following a don, t 
ask. don't telr policy in the matter, and the dean of Seattle s
cathedral "blessed· the union of two gay men whose previous
attempt to "wed" at the cathedral was blocked by the diocesan
bishop. Not this time.

And. £(USA Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning made
clear his reading of the court's decision when, during a trlum~

Rig/1 terReactions 
"The claim chac .. rhe court did not give an opinion regarding 

the morallry of homosexual behavior Is a remarkable example 
of legal sophisrry and brearhtaking insolence. The least informed 
observer v.111 need no interpreter to see rhclt the bishops have 
done precisely rhar v.-hich they claim to have avoided." - The 
Rev. Martyn Minns, Truro Episcopdl Church. Fairfax. Virginia

"The Righrer court has sured an extreme position •,vhich Silys 
rhat the core doctrine of the Church is the kerygma about Jesus, 
and char nochfng else is bindinu. i-vhich is nons"nS" Th . 

· · ff " ,._ ,._. ere 1s no po,nc ma lrming char He is God if we . 
ro what H are not going to listen 

e says abour how co live rhe Christian iue: . Th R
~ffrey Kirk of England's Forward in faith e ev, 

Is there any 'Cot» Docrrine· which .. 
of ii noncelibare pract/rione fb proh1b1ts rhe ordination 

r O estlality. livinu I ~ • e commiued re/arionship wich a fre , "'. n a ,11th, u/ and 
same sex?" - Les Klnsofv1 W ely consenting beast of the 

- Ep· . ng. CBM Baltimore
iscopa/Jan bishops .. voted 7-1 co 

judeo-Chrisrian history rarh h overrurn 3,500 years of 
d J d er r an censure b' a ne a pracricing homose I a ishop who or- 
colurnnist xua as a pttes: •. Mike McM 

• Wi anus, 
e now have a dis.isrrous re " 

Alllson1r1:-tirc-d1ofSourhr-- 1·p cedenr. -Bishop( n._..l 
- '-<UO 1na · "~ mons 
For generations, che dis i 

sexual relationships outside C;//ne of the church Was cl 
In face this w.>s o rnarriar,e W"r" ear: 

' n so comm I <> ,._ ,._ not app . 
canons to exp/ . . on y undersrood cl ropnate. 

a,n n But Mt we did · 
discuss/on on sexuar. • now we are en cl e . n r need 

- %e l(y.., - Blsho '3 g d in a broad 
voiea n a slgnificanr number di p RJcfi.u-d Grein of New Yorker 

upon as though . sagree .. [doctrin 1 I 
S,\Jmon of South Car I' sub/ect co a ·rl:Cil/J' " e s no1.Jresh1y 

.. Wh· o ina · • Bishop £dw 
ilea heresy tr/a/ ard 

unfry of the ch h may nor be the b . 
. utt; . one c est Wc1y to b 

presenter bishops] wt, an understand I oosi the 
cofleagues makin" ~8 o had had enough t 1~ despair lot the 

Ngoing av1ay and ~oin;e~~ents in the House :r s: episcopal 
ewspape, e 0PPosite." _ The 5 ops and then 

Church off. 0&1and 

./ : .~

FO~LOWING HIS EXONERATION on charges that he .
nation vows and taught false doctrine in orda- . broke his ocd~
homosexual, Bishop Walter Righter (left) and ~~~ny a noncelibaJt 
Rehill (center), were jo!ned at a press conferenc~ b a

1
:er, Michaei

Stopfel, the gay man Righter ordained. Episcopal Ne;vs S Re\l, Barry 
by James Solheim erv,cep~,o'.o 
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phant June4 visit to the Newark diocese's "Oasls"gay · ,
. m1ms1ryhe expres_sed relief that he did not have to "bear the burden of 

repres~n~ng a church that views its own longsrandingpractice
of ordarnrng homosexual Christians as a violation of Its doc­
trine."

Judges signing the majority opinion in addition to White~
Patterson were Bishops Edward W. Jones of Indianapolis (p1eskf• 
Ing); Douglas Theuner (New Hampshire); Robert C. Johnson )1. 

(North Carolina); Cabell Tennis (Delaware); and Arthur Walmsley 
(Connecticut, retired).

(Last) Resort To General Convention 
Despite earlier prosecution objections to the facr that three of 

the judges had performed or authorized gay ordinations and a 
fourth had declared his willingness to do so. only one origln,il
member of the court, Bishop Fred Borsch of Los Angeles.
withdrew from the case, and then "only after the majonty
opinion had been determined .. the presenters asserted. n1

' "dee,,.yThus they claimed that the judicial process w,,s ss 
compromised" from the start and announced at a Dallas ?1ee- 

f ' h courts rcon erence May 28 that they were awaiting t e d filed
sponse to official objections or "exceonons" they ha time
bef d 11 By press ·ore eciding whether to appeal the ru ng. . ·t n,ighrthough, they had decided against that action, noting ~e next
mean that trial proceedings would continue past~ rf~cror
General Convention. Though not cited, it is likely ano~u: 1o 1he
was the heavy improbability of a different outcome ) court of
predom;ndntly liberal constituency of the {appellate
Review. -as ttie 

In t· • strategy nt5 ead, the focal point of the presenters ,endn1e.
co ;cal an 1s urt suggested-is to try to pass a canon ext yea
cl 'fy• r ty at n rala.n ing the church·s stand on homosexua I ffi m ScriP[1.l
General Convention hoping that that body will a ,rcaJled uP00 
auth · ' h · t1,ey ch a
d orny the court "refused to accept." In t 1~ 11011s to su the 

eleoate .. · s ob1ec b.Y~ s to recognize that all prev,ou d 11oor
1

11
canon as ·not necessary· have been rendere ruid o!Jlige~e 
court'so - - .. d anonw0 . a-ofr

1 Pinion. The bishops' propose c d teich1n.:, -
0

ns
~~rgy "to model in their own lives the receive e;ual rela!I

u~ch that all its members are to abstain from 5 ,,3 
outside H I pqaek 0 Y Matrimony." . ed on '· 

Con/fflU 



Washington Traditionalists 
Decry "Detestable Enormities" 

By The Editor
JN ACCORDANCE WITH THI LAW OF UNINTENDED C01'1- 

SEQUlNCES. Washington's "Stormtrooplng Suffragan." Jane
Dixon. and flanking diocesan. Ronald Haines. find that Dixon's
campaign of forced visits to traditional parishes has given rise
to a ~isty resistance group. which made its presence felt April
I 3 at the very heart of the diocese: Washington Natlcnal
Cathedral.

Some 140 laity and clergy turned out for the "Rally to End
Religious Persecution" and short protest march-sponsored
by "Concerned Parishioners of the Episcopal Diocese ofWash­
ingcon·-and came ready to speak their minds.

Led by Felix Ogunba, the Nlgerian-born junior warden ofSt.
l.ukes. Bladensburg (MD)-the first on Dixon's 19% parochial
tour de force-the heavily placarded protesters parading
along the street in front of the cathedral repeatedly treated
Haines !o a mantra once directed (in the 1549 Prayer- Book) at 
the Pope: "From the tyranny of the Bishop of Washington 
and all his deresrc1ble enormities. Good Lord deliver us!" The 
spectacle. ernpllfied with Ogunba's battery-powered bullhorn,
was hard to miss by the ever-present flowof tourists, and those 
leaving the cathedral after its noon Euchartst.

Things were no less lively at the preceding mlly nearby.
where the persecuted traditionallsts position wc1.s elucidated

FELIX OGUNB'A of SI.
l.ukas. Bladensburg
(MD) turns up the volume
on Washington's liberal
bishops while leading
tradrtlonaflst clemonstra­
tors on !he street in front
of the National Cathedral.

by some uncommonly
incisive and lnsplra­
tional oratory, punctu­ 
ated by prayers and
hymns.

In his welcoming re­
marks. the event's or- ◄.gantzer, Robert Stowe 
England. said chat re- ./•·_..
llglous freedom is en-
shrined in the U.S. constitution, bur, like any freedom, can be
lest, even in America.

In the Episcopal Church (ECUSA). he noted that traditionalist
priests and parishioners had long been the targetsoflow-profile
discrimination and intimidation by liberal leaders. despite na­
tional and international church policies to the contrary. But this.
England said. had now given way "public and open persecu­
tion" with "forced visits to perishes th<H do not recognize the
ordinadon of women as theologically valid...

SPECIAL REPORTS

CArPiliAl OFflENSES More tnles of the Washington ipiscopat Diocese's • Srormtrooping 
Suffr,ig,rn ·· -.wd of some tut nebout from plucky groups of 
treditlonellsts in the American cepite! and England. 

Visit Leaves St. Paul's 
Unity In Question 
Commentary Report

By Dorothy Mills Parker
ON APRIL 2 l, St. Paul's, K Street, in northwest Washington,

became the third tradlttonallst parish In the diocese sublected 
to the enforced visitation of the woman Suffragan Bishop, [ane
Dixon.

Bue while Dixon attracted c1 full house for the I I: 15 service at
which she was celebrant. It
was estimated that over half
.vere her supporters from
,Ht:er churches and organi­
:.11ions. Despite the divisive
consequences of her pres­
ence. she was graciously re­
ceived. and as always at St.
Paul's. all Wi\S done "de-

tJ!{/ cently and in order. -

l 

WASHINGTON SUFFRAGAN
BISHOP Jane Dixon talks lo
congreganls at the conclusion
of her controversial April 21 visit 
to St. Paul's, K Street, as senior­
warden Page Dame Iii looks on.

The parish has long been known, far arid wicle. as a bastlon.
of Anglo-Catholicism and the historic male priesthood. But
during the last two decades the issue of women's ordlnarion
has eroded its unity. anct the enforced visitwas the catalyst that
very nearly destroyed it.

When St. Paul's clergy and vestry met las~ October with the
diocesan. Bishop Ronald Haines. to discuss the projected visi­ 
tation. he expressed no concern when asked if he would really
want to see a parish polarized. disruprect. and vlrtually de­
stroyed by his insistence on the visit.

His action violates directives of the Lambeth Conference. the
International .. Eames Cornrnisslon" appointed by the Arch­
bishop ofCanterbury. the Anglican Primates, and the Eplscopat
General Convention. that there are two recognized theolcgical
positions on women·s ordination, c,1lling for rnuruat respect and 
no coercion. Over h..'\lf of the world's AngliGin provinces do not
ordain women. And of the five women bishops now in orfice
In the Episcopal Church (ECUSA). only Dixon has imposed
herself on traditional parishes.

While women prlesrs have twice addressed groups in the
parish h,111, no ordained woman had ever celebrated or
preached in St. Paul's Church, despite Haines· conreruton 10 the 
contrary.

Bishop Haines. said one parlshloner, violated the: consciences
of St. Paul's clergy. and many of its laypeople. "resulclng in the
loss of our rector. who is highly regarded ,111 over rhis country
and beyond. and forcing our young assisran: priest IC be
present at the service or risk having his license revoked... The

Continued-on Page.' , 4 
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others) Sh:lla Green, . 'f . . -,. , 
·113 rnfl)' were (amor.g e ,rmore· ~ · ·

TELLING IT LIKE IT IS atlhe Aprr r. '. llaenfrilZ ol ML Calvary. a I , • :, • ..,. ,. 
of SI Luke's. Bladensburg. and Fr. \\111;:mare for theircathedral•front proleSI. t . -~ -~ . 
al right.the some 140 demonstrators p p -

. . e which indudes part ofMaryland)
Six parishes m the d,oces ( ed . 1992 that they could not

. . ~-' h o·xon was elect in . ind,car= w en I ed their convictlons. h a bishop and were assur
recerve er as · d of 1995, though. Dixon had
would be respected. By the en . - · without
managed to enter three of the obJecting panshes
generating much publicity.

The suffragan·s effort to stamp out any remaining resistance
went into a final and more spotlighted phase this year with her
invasion in January of St. Luke's. Bladensburg (MD) and in
February of Ascension and St. Agnes in the District. where
Dixon "gained entry after Bishop Haines threatened to revoke
the license ofour priesr-in-charge. • said England, a member of
Ascension. Ar the time of rhe April rally. however. Dixon was
O for 2: at both parishes. virtually the entire congregation stayed
away when she vislred, "To fill otherwise empty churches,"
England said. "Dixon brought along her own congregation."

He noted that Washingron·s S1. Paul's. K Street, was next on
Dixon's lisr. for an April 21 visit favored by a "determined
minority" but opposed by St. Paul's dergy and a majority of its
vestry and members.

"Instead of compassion, love and charity" from di
h h d

.. h 1. ocesan
s ep er s we see t rears. res and force·-the "hall ks"
f C. . .. . b f • " mar noto nrrstranrty ut o tyranny. England said.
He quoted retired South Carolina Bishoo Fitz$' A .

d --'I H , • " rmons llisonwho ha = ed on ames to desist or resign • d k ' 
«r the rally w sign the "Good Shepherd D d. an as ed thosee aratron "and tak 
copies bctck w home parishes for further si · e
radon sets fonh ren pastoral principles gnatures. The decla-
bishops or priests should undertake act·. among. them that no

rons whrch ..d .herenrs to the faith away from the chur h • nve ad-
Haines and Dixon were not seen d : ·

were unavailable 10 the media: the ev~~~g the gathering. and
local NBC affiliate. the Assoaated P was covered by the
more's "Les Kinsolving Show." But les;~ss. a~d WCBM Balti­
a sort of Alfred E. Newman-"What ne th1nk this indicates

be d h h . me worryJ" may note t at t e protesters w · -attitude ·t ere refus d , 1meet on the carhedral grounds- ins e permission t
the adjacenr Bryce Park. and ihe tead. the rally was held .

0

. . rnarch w 1n
sidewalk in fronr of rhe cathedral I as confinect to th. - twas lat I ePeace Cross, ,n a pan of the cathect I er earned that h
the group could sing ihe Great Lita rd close it was first h t e
with yellow police tape. and that ;!/ad been cordone~rd
denrly were ready to arrest My of theed security guards 0:f
pr.Iians if they ventured too dose t se tr~ubfesorne E . evt.
rhougll England said he had "been i fO the1r <:atheclral Prsco.
police for weeks" about the event n requen1 cont;1cr ·. And.

. a Police offi Wrth the
cer appeared

. '·\··4,. ' ri' ,, . 
F' . .._

.. ·~. ~--~ 
•• j~ ·~-· 

I 
l ·. ,.

just before the rally started. demanding to see the pern . 1 11t or It
(Bryce Park is a small federal p~rl<). which England produc~ct
"Big Sister" was also watching: rt :wL'lS quickly noted as the rau;
got underway tha~ th~ suffragan s husband, David McFarlanct
Dixon, was standing just beyond the crowd, taking photo­
graphs of the speakers and participants. When anyone ap­ 
proached him to ask why, he would "dash away. only to slip 
back into the crowd later," noted England.

"Is the diocese starting files on parishioners who oppose
Bishop Haines· policies?" England queried. "This was an obnox­
ious activity. It recalls the practices of a paranoid totalitarian
state."

12 

But the rally speakers may have given diocesan leaders cause
for some paranoia.

Contrasting Christ's model of the Good Shepherd (John
I 0: 1-18) with Bishop Haines and his assistant. the Rev. \Ni/li~rn
llgenfritz, rector of Mt. Calvary Church. Baltimore, and the
rally's principal speaker, noted that St. Paul upredicted our
current dilemma: 'I know that after my departure fierce wolves 
will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among
your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things. to

draw the disciples after them· (Acts 20:29). . 
"It comes as no surprise to any gathered here today th;ii Sr.

p 1 · d "Th wolvesau s prophecy has come to pass," he continue • e
a · din sornere scratching at the doors of our parish churches an .

I ff iheir
cases those doors have been knocked complete Y O 

. h. . . f rhe Dro·
rnges... We are among the persecuted Christians O ,

f d Port ior cese O Washington today to offer our prayers an sup_ b 
You h ·nallzed Yw Oare now further disenfranchised and margr Id
th h ho wouose w O should be your shepherds. Hirelings w ·rrnate
rather drive You from the flock than deal with your leg,

1 
c\ 

th I · · id than. eo ogrcal convictions. Perhaps no one is more r,g
hrr I' e rng with an agenda offer "I . ~• . k d to
h

n the midst of this tribulation, I have been as eon a Hill
~eH · · · ~· ere is the reason for the hope that is ,n · ·n c11e

known as r _ focf<ed 1
•

d
. . '-dlvary, the Good Shepherd was . •jjie BrS

ec1s1ve batrt . ress1on. u· 
B e With rfyou will pardon the exp db" riI5

ad W Jf · Th ' p an 1 
0 · ere He laid down His life for the shee ·

po.;er. took It up again ... " . .. 11genfritl.
told ~u and I must have the courage to risk failu~e!Je counted
for thee g~oup_ "Courage to stand up togetJ,er an n,ust do 50 

reg"rdl fa,th 0nce delivered to the saints. We rse \\le ,1re
" ess of th Of ,ou · h vecone,. e threatened consequences. 1 lr,awe 11'1 ,=rned ab ery" i :, I v,;· 

In th· 0utlosing.But,evenifweiostev cl enc0 rs world r sacre 11en me t . ..our church property and ou d worn s,.ilke Bl rv,en an I 
essed Paul we count it as refuse. page 1• 
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Washington Persecution Prompts English Appeal T~ Canterbury 
Concerned lhM recent ttentment of rr,,ditionill pc1rishes In the Epis­ 
copal Diocese of W1s/Jington might pre5dge-or focilitatc-slmllar 
evems In the Church of Engl,rnd, the Council of Forv.•ifrd in Faith. the 
C of E's Jeacling orthodox coalition, wrote to the Archbishop of 
Gwterbury. sini:e it ~1-11s the • &-!mes Commission" appointed through 
his office rlw issued guicle/ines aimed ar h,mdllng Y.ith some equity 
the differences over women's ordinetion, especially over women 
bishops. According to New Directions (from which the followfng 
letters are reprinted wfrh abridgement by permission). rhe ~ound! 
hoped Archbishop C,eorge Cclrey would reassert the &i.mesprinciples 
in the face of developments in the Washlngton diocese. 

Match I I. 1996
The Archbishop ofCanterbury 
Lambeth Pc1!ace
London SE I 7lU 
Dear Archbishop,

I have been asked to write to you onbehalfofthe Council of Forward 
in Faith to express the Council's concern about recent events in North
America.

You will ~o doubt Ile aware of the visitations recently made lJy the 
Suffragan !fobop ofWashington. [ane Dixon. co parishes in the diocese
opposed 10 the ordination of women as priests and bishops..These
visitations. which have invartably Included celebrations of the Holy
Communion. have been made despite rhe protestations of the parishes
in question through their vestries and wardens (and in the case of [one 
aHected parish]. in spire of undertakings previously given by the
diocesan bishop. Ro11.1ld Haines...).

There can be no doubt that Jane Dlxon's conduct In these matters,
supported by Haines. contradicts In the clearest posslble way the
guidelines set down by your own Commission on Communion and
Women In the Episcopate (chilired by Irish Primate Robin Eames). They
mark a clear abandonment of the position adopted in 1977 In the
Episcopal Church (ECUSA) which. like our own Act of Synod. accorded
a recognized place to those unable. for theological reasons. to accept
this innovation. Tiley Me a step toward the Intolerance which we 
understand Is soon to Ile imposed In that church, by means of a 
regulation enforcing acceptance of women's ordination on all office
holders. both clerical and lay.

Whilst we accept that the Arc.hbishop of Canterbury cannot interfere
directly in the affairs of a church and diocese over which he has no 
jurisdiction, we are nevertheless convinced that a condemnation. ~yo~. 
both of Dixon's intolerance and of the impending exclusion from office 1n
[ECUSAJ of those who so recently were assured of an honoured place In It,
would cany considerable weight. It would. at the very least, give heart to 
those In the (U.S.] who are being harassed and harried by their fellow
Angtkans for no better reason than that they remaln ra.Jthfi.JI when others
have not.

We believe, what is more. that such a condernnatlon would not be
without effect in the Church of England.

F,1ilure to censure those who Ignore the recommendations of the 
Eames Commission in other provinces cannot but fuel speculation that,
In the middle or long term. they will not Ile respected in Englund e_lther.
If the Eames Commission findings are nor to seem merely ploutudlnous
,,nd ineffectual. then, we believe, they must be strenuously upheld and
defended. Who better to uphold and defend them than the Primate In
whose name the Commission was called into being?

The Archbishop of Canterbury hits ,,n lncreaslng lntcrnatlonal tole.
about which you yourself spoke. quite recently... Your inrervenrlon In
the Sudan. your Influence in Rwanda, and yourvisit ICJ former Yugosl,wla
have shown an admirable willingness co Ile involved. for the sake of
Justice and the gospel. In pi,KCS and problems where you can have no
more than a moral authority. We believe th,1t the Intolerance which ls
incre,1singly souring the llfe of (rhe American Church) demands of you
<1 sirnilM witness to the truth. and we call upon you to make it... 

Yours sincerely,
Geoffrey Kirk
On bd1,1lf of the Forward in F,,ilh Council

Mar<.h 21 1996
Dear Fr. Kirk;

The Archbishop of Canterbury has asked me to thank you for you~
letter of J J MNch about the recent visitations in the Diocese or
Washington. , . .

I ,1m sure you will understand that the ArchblshopIs m no pos1~lon
to make substantial comments about ecclesiasric,11 order and behaviour
in another province of rhe Angllcan Communion. These issues arc of
quite il different nature from chose which have recent~/ brought his
involvement in Rwanda. Sudan and Bosnia.

Your letter has rherefore been copied to the Secretary-General of rhe
Anglican Communion. Canon John Peterson. and to the Presiding
Bishop of the Eplscopal Church. the Mosr-Rev. Edmond Browning. I am
sure that they will send you substantive responses to the points thar
you make.

Yours sincerely,
(The Revd Canon) ¾idrew Deudiar . 
lhe Archbishop's Stttetaiy for AngUcan Communion Affa irs

March 23 1996 
Dear Ardlblshop: 

Thank you-for your secretary's response to our letter toyou ofMarch
11. ..

With respect. we can only conclude from [1'\11r. Deuchar's reply! that
there was some unfortunate misunderstanding ofour letter...Of course 
the Secretary-General and..(ECUSA's) Presiding Bishop will have views
on the Dixon ,1ffoir. and may well be happy to express them co Forward
in faith. But they are not the people in whose name the Eames
Commission was called (though they Me. in different ways. people to
whom its findings were addressed). What I fear we did nor make
sufficiently clear is our concern about the status of the recommenda­
tions of the Commission and your commitment- to them.

The Canon opines that · ... the Archbishop is in no position to make
substantial comments about eccleslastical order and behaviour in an­
other province of the ,~:ngllcan Communion. These Issues Me ofa quite
different nature from those which have recently brought his involve­
menr in Rwand,,. Sudan and Bosnia· ...Dees the Canon really mean thar
the Archbishop ls free publicly to comment on ,ti[ reconciliation pro­
posals but his own: freer to make statements about secular politic. th,111
about Church order: and In ,1 better position ro intluence non-Christians
than fellow Anglicans? And if so. what does th,H 5.\y about the current
status of the Eames Commission recommendations. the posslble status
of any future Commissions (The Archbishop of Cencerbuty's Comm/5. 
sion on Communion and Homosexuality In rhe Eptscopat«, perad­
venture?) and the reliability ulld permanence of the provisions for
dissent (l.ugely undergirded by the thinking of &1mes) which are ,H
present In place In England?

We believe that these Me questions being urgently asked by mem­
bers of Forward in foi1h and..which only the originator of the E,,mes
Commission (and not [ECUSA'sj Presiding Bishop..who was never ,1 
member of it) can answer,

In our letter ofMmch I 11 we ,1s ked you. sir. to rake ,\ stand witnessing
to the need for tolerance and reconclllatlon accordtng to the principles
of your own Commission. If you believe that your offlce constrains you
from making that witness. we ,1.sk. at least. ,1 direct reply to these
important questions.

Yours sincerely,
Geoffrey Kirk
On behalt of the Forward' In Faith Council

At deadline, Fr. Kirk h,1d received no reply co his second tetter. 
However, Fr. Kirk rold TCC Ilewould raise the rnarrer in Ge11erc1I
Synod-of which he ls ,1 newly erected member-In itie form at 
,1 prtvate members question. ro which .i response must be m,1de.
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ROBERT STOWE ENG­
LAND (far left), kicks off 
the rally he orqanlzed,
and protasters-cespe­
cially Morris Warren 
(far right) of Ascension
and St. Agnes-mince
no words. 

-vho are in Christ and faithful to the Gospel are everything but
·ailures. ·•

Also among the speakers was a woman who did widely
:,ublicized verbal battle with Dixon when she visited the
:ladensburg parish. Stella Morabito Green.

In her address. Green made it clear that "we aren't here to
-rgue theology· but "to expose the ecdesiastical harassment
• eaved upon Anglican rraditionalists .. by diocesan leaders, who
:.re "persecuting us for our religious beliefs. They persecute us
l -ecausewe preserve the Apostolic Ministry..as itwas instituted
I•\' our lord and Savior Jesus Christ. They persecute us because
~·e adhere to the Holy Scriptures on issues of morality.

"They don· t care" that the traditionalist position is recognized
:,; legitimate by the national church or that it has been held by
11,c Church for 2.000 years. she said. "What they care about Is
1
' eir political rheology· and "personal feelings." They want ·a

·• alleable church that flts their egos."
_niey "violate the sanctity of our churches by forcing uncon­

: .1onable visitations by so-called bishops whose orders we do
1 • ,t and cannot recognize. And yet they expect us to be quiet
' d put our conscience on hold. When we refuse to do that,
_ i-:y accuse us ofbeingmde, ofhurring their feelings. Theydeny, < nght r~ rake our faith and our traditions seriously...
'Weare in conijicr with the diocesan leadership," Green said,

_L•.caus<: a is re-d~fining-{not re-lncerpreting) .. the meaning
:. _rnoral1ty and r_elhng us that thousands of years of tradition

- utterly meaningless... To Bishop Haines, it is now a sin to
L .ept rhe rradinonal biblical definition of sin. It Is now a . t
t' epr the all-male Apostolic priesthood as Instituted by ~~:u~i.st.. 

The faith we know is timeless" and "etemal .. she said "It.
: ~~t ro change. It is simply rhe Fairh. It i~ worth d~fen~~
. ~ I I s what we are doing. all of us together, here' today "
' so among the speakers were rw S p . . . .. .

r,~. Cornelia Ldndis read the r ol t aul s pansh1oners.
· • eso ution of · h•-osin\7 the "ungodly po . 1 pans leaders'"' wer..wie ded" . .

·' ation April 21 . and condemn· H . t~ impose Dixon·s
. mg emes exp d .nee to me fact rhar it could desr S resse Indif-

<tnd1ew. spoke on the need roroy r. Paul's. Another John
1 d evangelize and•o ox message-noting that W h. get out the

. , /ided the oprimum time to do as~ngton, s bishops had
I. es ln the foot," he said. so. ey have "shot them-
1•1e gachering san2 "The Kin17 Of L

b o .., ove My Sh h .· 01 a). and. led by St. Luke's S . ep erd Is· (St.
.h en1or Warden p .

• _J. sang r e Great Litany from the
1928 8

, atnck De-
, er-a devotional banned in th"' c h 00k of Common . . '" at edra]
t -eryone seemed joyous and gre 1 . ·

ary Invigo~:. d was a successful protest,· Engl d . rated by what
an Said T •·effort rakes hold as an ongoing d . · Ime Will tell"

'' -srile" church hierarchy, he add~d eBtermined force against
. ut he sa·d h·, generally anticipate further action . 1 t at Partid-

s, noting that .,:or to organize an even larger protes .,
1

it Will be
1 n future. I 

ST. PAUL'S Continued from Page 11 
same condition was imposed on the priest-in-charge at Ascen­ 
sion and St. Agnes. another of the three targeted parishes.

In response to Dixon's February 4 visit to the latter, and to
St. Luke's, Bladensburg, Maryland. January 14, virtually all 
members of each parish remained •miteci, and boycotted the 
visit. At St. Paul's, with a far larger and more diverse member- 
ship, the situation was different.

1Upon her arrival there, the suffragan bishop was private Y
received in the parish hall by the rector. the Rev. Dr. Rlchard C.
Martin, his assistant, the Rev. Jack Aber. and the two wardens.
Fr. Martin, "called to speak the truth in love... began by te!lln~
her that her visit "has deeplywounded and broken this pansh. 
He said it had always been a diverse congregation with strong
convictions, held together "ln a rnosr delicate and careful wa

1
~· 

. d th Catho IC underg,rded by a passion for the Gospel an e _ _
tradition, and made possible by the centrality of the Euchans_t.,

He said he had warned repeatedly that "this fragile unlty
.. it now and vibrant community could be easily shattered. as

has been. noting that clergy and laity all over the Anglican
Communion had expressed their distress. The divisions ar~
deep, he said, and "I do not know the future of this parish. a~e
whether polarities can truly live together. tt But, he add~,

. . h th· striving todid know what it was like to live and work wit ,s,
1
.

h Catho Ickeep Christ and the Gospel central, to maintain t e .. f 
tradition, and "the unity of the Spirit in the bond of p~ace. t~
Martin's resignation will take effect at the end of a s,x-mon
sabbatical which began April 8. • h

. h th ir anguIsHe expressed "on behalfofover half this pans , e f
. h' rs manyoand hurt." But because he is pastor to all pans tone · . its

whom favored the visit though they "would q.ue;~~ntold
method, on their behalf I welcome you to St. Pauls. the 
D. " II t be done to ixon. He made it clear, though. that a mus cl there
Gioiy of Goel," so the liturgy would be as always. a_n thar.

t b d • onclusIon,mus e no demonstrations. He reminde , ,n c nsenc
h·I " do not cow I e complying with Haines· demands, we

to this visitation." Martin
Th • ty and fr.e wardens then led Dixon to the sacns · the back

and Fr. Aber went into the church, wher~ they ~t ~~e service.
row of the choir out of sight without ta1<1ng part in . terloper

Th · ~ one ,n ·e rites proceeded Without Incident save or · .. and ,..,.,15
':ho loudly denounced Dixon as a "false prophet,
eiected from the church soIen1n

Dixon's insistence on· c iebrating at the customa~e- While
Mass. With full choir, req el ed that she sing the serv t entireI)'
sh u r were no of e must be given crectit f r her efforts. they I thernes
successful. In her serrno o he focused on her usua
love · · n, S ·sh-

, 1ust1ce. and respeq for all. dinar)' p,1.n 'I 

F It should be noted, ht:rt: that St. Paul's is no_ o_r tr)' in an c\re,_ 
:~ l 30 ye_ars it has carrit:ci' on a remarkable m~1t: c1,urcf1n1tl.l:5
h' ere at times it has fa.ct:cf 1,ostility because o centred to

s ip. From its beginnino e Eucharist has been
-::,S tl1

, 
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ST PAUL'S classic- K
street edifice; inside
Bishop Dixon talks Ida
supporting congre:­
gant after Iha April 21

~ service.

worship, and as early as 1870 a Christmas Midnight Mass was 
held here, among the first in the Episcopal Church. Eucharistic
vestments have been worn and the sacrament reserved since
the turn of the century or shortly after. It was the flrst church In
the city to have the full "choral service," with vested choir of
men and boys. When the rector, the Rev. Alfred Harding,
became Bishop ofWashington in 1909, he took with him to the
unfinished cathedral his choirmaster and choristers, which was
the beginning of the cathedral choir.

Day by day, year after year, St Paul's has sought to express
the Catholic Faith of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican
Communion, in its worship and life. For many years ir was
strongly united in this position. ButGeneral Convention's 1976
vote to ordain women brought new and increasing pressures.
Today, this once-neighborhood parish draws an ongoing influx
of new people with diverse views on this subject from all around
the metro area and beyond. They range from those strongly
supportive to those strongly opposed.

Many are initially attracted to St. Paul's by Its splendid liturgy
and music. Newcomers from other denominations have been
required. before Confirmation. to attend Its six-month course
of Instruction in Anglican history and theology and the Anglo­
Catholic tradition. and Episcopalians rransferring from other
parishes also are encouraged co do so. Some are already
steeped in this tradition. Others. unless they rake advantage of
this ongoing instruction or do extensive personal study. may
have a limited understanding of what it means to be an
Anglo-Catholic, including some elected to offices that- deter­
mine parish policy.

Many parishioners. including numerous converts. who have
adhered to traditional Anglo-Catholic faith and order. now feel
threatened. for now there are divisions even here. Some have
adopted the position of Scottish Primate Richilrd Holloway.­
founder of the liberal "Affirming Catholic" movement-that
one can accept women's ordination and still claim to be a
Catholic.

There are also cradle Episcop<'llians who cling to the idea of
"my bishop, right or wrong." Others feel neither Haines nor
Dixon can expect obedience when both have nouted General
Convention's stated position agillnst ordaining noncelibate

homosexuals. And many of those supportive of women's
ordination are angered by the t'NO btsbops' heavy-handed
tactics. Whatever their stance. alt these are devout and deeply
committed members ofSt. Paul's, convinced that their. position
is the right one.

This fragrnentatlon was reflected In the attendance on the
morning of Dixon's visit. About 70 attended the 7:45 Low
Mass. with Fr. 1'ilartin as celebrant: 136. the Sung Mass at 9, at 
which he preached-206 in all. Some of these returned for the
11: 15 service. where they were joined by a large number of
other parishioners and of Dixon's supporters from elsewhere.
including about two dozen former members. Some parishion­
ers parrklpared enthusiasrlcally: ochers sac silent throughout,
and did not receive communion. Other members, protesting
the visit. gathered for preyers in the parishhall wl th the Reeter's
Assistant. Fr. August Peters. Still others simply stayed away
entirely.

A careful check by a reliable SCKJrce estimated that, of the
247 seated in the nave. 75 to 100were current members. plus
another 35 in choir and sanctuary, for a total of 135. which-ln
,, church of 600 members=-does not indlcate overall parish
support for Bishop Dixon, as some claimed. Nine of 15 acolytes
normally available for I J: 15 declined co serve.

The damage done by the visitation is far-reaching. St Paurs
must now begin the arduous process of c;11ling a new rector, in
a diocese demanding conformity. The divisions have caused
some people to leave. resulting In serious financial problems in
the midst of ,1 capital fund drive to· pay for badly needed
structural alterarions and the new org,1n.

Bur perhaps the music for which St. P,1u1·s is famed has
helped begin the healing. An overflow congregation of 350, 
including members from all factions and visitors. came together
that same evening for a splendid service of Evensong and' the
blessing and dedicatlon of the magnificent Schoenstein organ.
ending with a Solemn Te Deum sung by .ill three parlsh choirs.
and a brief recital by organlsr-choirrnaster Dr. Jeffrey Smith.
Afterward. ,, longtime parishioner said: "The response to this
enforced visitation should not be taken as caplrulntion. but
rather. our resolve that something so unprecedented, unwar­
ranted, and uniust shall not be allowed to destroy or diminish
our ongoing minisrry and mission." ■

THE NEW CREATI.ON' 
Exposition ot the Faith fer inquirers

and Confirmation candidates
$8.50.ppd. 

803 Richard st., Hot Springs, Ar. 71913 
I 
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FORWARD LEADERS ELEVATED TO EPISCOPATE, SYNOD 
CHURCH OF ENG­
LAND TRADITIONAL­
ISTS MADE FURTHER
GAINS recently with
the appointment of
the Rev. John Broad­
hurst (left), chairman
of the Forward in
Faith (FIF) organiza­
tion, as Bishop of
Fulham, a suffragan
see in the Diocese of
London, and the
election of the Rev.
Geoffrey Kirk (right),
AF Secretary, to the . f 
General Synod; Kirk fills a vacancy left when another clerical mem~er 0
his diocese (Southwark) was appointed to serve on a Synod adviso~
board, thus becoming a Synod employee. Fr. Broadhurst, due to be_con_
secrated September 25, told TCC he "um-ed and ah-ed" about the episco
pal appointment for some time before accepting, as it does creat7. a _mor~ 
difficult dynamic in terms of his role. But he assured TCC that he will ~i°
cease [criticizing] bishops" just because he is one! Fr. Kirk, meanwh! e, 
told the magazine that his first act as Synod member would be l? raise 
the matter of the persecution of traditionalists by the Episcopal b~sho~s 
of Washington, in the form of a private members question, to which t e 
Synod leadership must respond.

New Focus On
Women Bishops Boosted 

In English Church
On the heels of rumors that the Church of

Enoland's House of Bishops would seek to
delay permission for women bishops until the
turn of the century, it was reported that the
Archbishop of Canterbury had expressed
strong support tor the idea of female prelates,
and that Anglicanism's seven women bishops
would visit England in February, 1997. 

Archbishop George Carey said he would be
overjoyed to see the C of E consecrate a woman

bishop in his lifetime, according to The Guardian. -------------------------­ The report came shortly after the traditionalist
Forward in Faith organization-reacting to Suffragan Bishop
Jane Dixon's forced visitations to objecting parishes in
Washington, D.C.-unsuccessfully sought assurances from
Dr. Carey about Angli~n Co~i:iunion policies endorsing
mutual respect for d1ffenng postnons on female ordination.
(See special report elsewhere in this issue.) 

The archbishop could not say when women bishops
would b~ approved. however, and admitted that a private
member s motion on lhe matter to come before General
Synod_ c_ould reopen old wounds, and held greater potential
for d1v1s1veness than women priests.

"The issue will be forced next year," said Church Times 
'When all seven of the existing women bishops visit Londo~
for a conference organised by su~porters:· Reported! . the
seven female bishops (or more_ likely eight, as one ~ore
should be consecrated by that time)-one from New Zea­
!and, one from Canada, and the rest from the U S -were
1nv1ted to Enoland by the rector of London· St. J.

~ . . s . ames·.
Prccad1lly, the Rev. Donald
Reeves. He plans for them
to go out in pairs to par­
ishes to help progress to­
ward women bishops in
England.
_ A Lambeth Palace
:,pokesman indicated that
:n the C of E, the wome~
could only function as
Driests, and for that th
·.-,ould have to ask th eye per-
DR. CAREY· •·o . 
prospect of ~ome"nebqohyed" at 

1s ops 

16 

mission of the province they were visiting. "In ad~it~on,
each of the women would need permission from the bis op
of each diocese she visits, and an invitation from the
incumbent in each parish," the report noted. ':' spokesm~~
for the traditionalist Archbishop of York, David _Hope, 5~~­
the archbishop would "see no problem" with gIvIng perm _
sion. "He would see it as one visible aspect of a Comm~n
ion which has different policies about wome~ bishop~il b 

Opponents think the mass visit is provocative and wi e
"counter-productive"· there also has been mixed response

. · · themby diocesan bishops to a letter from Reeves asking
to act as hosts for the women, the story said. , b as

One point of contention may be the women 5 g~r ' for
c~~~ch authorities are known to feel it is inapf?ropna~om­
v1s1ting women bishops to dress as such. While_ not

55 menting on copes Reeves said each will wear nng, ctrom-
, (Cus o a~d mitre, but leave her pastoral staH at home. the

anly only diocesans, of which there are four ar7:ongems
eight, carry a crozier, in their own jurisdictions, _but~tn~! suf­
a frequent addition to appearances by Washmgt
fragan.) ed by

The female prelates' visit is sure to be suppo7 of the
WATCH (Women and The Church), which grew .0~tion of
London chapter of the Movemenl for the Ofci;~solution
Women. (MOW); WATCH recently passed a men bist1- 
demand1ng moves toward the appointment of wo rtesY at
ops, and that female prelates be accorded full couth

e 1998 Lambeth Conference. ars atter 
MOW was officially disbanded in 1994, two ye"riests ifl

achieving its goal of gaining approval for wome~ pthe face the_c of E. But calls for a relaunch have grown in trnent of 
of rising_ concerns about "discrimination" an? ~~2:na.Y tal<B 
women in the church generally. MOW's "rebirt
place this summer. .
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more important than the buildings." But he said "we are 
, fortunate in being able to put !he church back into All

Saints', as it's one of the most fascinating buildings in the
An English congregation of the Anglican Catholic Church city." And gaining regular use of !he historic church is ··a

(ACC) has opened for worship-for the first time in 35 . very important step and development for the ACC in this
years-an 18tl1 century church which the late poet laure- ..' area .. and for the whole [diocese] ... he noted.
ate, Sir Jo~n.. Betjeman, described as. one of Newcastle- Ji The church seats more ~han 1 .~00 worsh!per.s. ~ut
upon-Tynes most treasured possessions." ~ Rogerson totd Ne·!lcastle s Evening Chronrcle he 1s not

Under_a l?ng-term lease from Newcastle's City Council, t·'~ , worried about being able to fill it.
the Cont1n~1ng Ch~ich parish in the far northeastern city . ,. . ·. "You have to remember that even Durham Calhedral
celebrated its first Eucharist in the 200-year-old All Saints' . ·· · \i. was not intended to house thousar.ds of peooie," he said.
Church February 25, the first Sunday in Lent, reported . · -- Ji. "It is large because it was built for the glory of God." But
The Trinitarian. · ', .. · Rogerson does believe the ACC parish 'Will be a.great

"The church has been renamed St. Willibrord with All ' r - ..\ t center for worship. Christian education and-ministry."
Saints', reflecting both the ACC parish's patron saint 1 

..._. : The foundation stone for the edifice, designed·
and the Georgian-domed church's historic name," said ~. . by architect David Stephenson. was laid on August
the story. ~ 14. 1786, but a decade passed before completion of

The ~irst ACC service in the stately church. a sung f· •', the church at a cost or ~7.000 pounds. ··~he new
Eucharist preceded by lhe Litany, was celebrated .--<';1 -· ~ bells in the 202-loot spire rang for
by the Very Rev. Christopher J.D. . . _1/r~l:,'> _,. lhe first time a year later to cele-
Roqerson, Dean of the Norlh in the , ~ ~ brate a na_val victor; ~ver the
Diocese of the United Kingdom, a tLi.,1\-) ,:'I ~': .-•: .. ,_;; ·•·~ · Dutch fleet, the ~tory sat~. .
fast-growing branch of the ACC Jed [:r~-'/- _J '. j l .Ji.~,···· · .. . . ··As N_ewcastl~ s O_uays1de dis-
by the Rt. Rev. Leslie Hamlett. i' · " ·c • ) ,.. ~ 'f" tnct declined earlier this century, so

Before this, the congregation had ' · ; •o · ;' 1. y r: did the church, which the _C~urcm
met at the Royal Station Hotel, with _;.' • . . . . : . of_ England closed 1n 196_1... ~e
special services in the chapel in . :,;•L • · .. L ·, . J .. . ~ ,~ . City Council bought the building 1n
Newcastle's Ca~tle Keep. ~~~"' ~i. : ~-

7

; ~,1_ · ~_i!.2;.>::_;- 1970 and 1n 1 9~0 expeti1d~d
Rogerson said he and congre- !~'t..- · F .~-~'::.>,..._\_;;~~-. ~"'~:._;, 33.~00 pounds to give ti a Facehft.

gants "are very excited about the 1 .• 'i~f'"'~~ · . · _ · Bishop ~amlett called the ACC
move to All Saints' " though 'we : , : - " ' ·. congregation·s move to the church
have always felt that the faith was a "tremendous actuevernent." and

St. Willibrord with All Saints, Newcastle-upon-Tyne _

"Treasured" English Church 
Reopened By Continuers 

Maine Bishop Offers To Resign 
After Admitting Affair 

The Episcopal Church (ECUSA) has been hit with an­
other top-level scandal, with the admission by the Bishop
of Maine, Edward C. Chalfant, that he had an extra-marital
a Hair.

After initially announcing he would take a year's leave of
absencs from diocesan responsibilities to undergo cou~­
sehng, in the hope he might later be able to resu_r.ne his
duties, Chalfant has now ottered to resign the episcopal·
post he has had for ten years. according to the Portland 
Press-Herald. 

The affair ended several years ago. but only rece~tly
came to the attention of church authorities. The unmarried
laywoman involved who was not a church employee. has
requested anonymity. She met with Episcopal Presidi~g
81s_hop Edmond Browning. who also cons~lted with
Maine'_s diocesan standing committee, which will ~erve as
eccles1astical authority until Maine elects_ a new diocesan.

No formal charges ol misconduct against_ Ch~lfant had
been lodged with church aulhorities as of this_ writing. .

~In a letter to the entire diocese as he began h_is leave April
•~ 0· the 59•year-old Chalfant declared thai his heart was
. broken and lull of contrition." Admitting ··grievous errors of
Judgment," he praised his wile of 36 year.s and said h~
be!teved that, despite the pain suffered by h~r and their
ch1ldren, their marriage is deepening through this cnsrs.

In a subsequent letter, he said he chose to resign after
prayer, rellection and consultation with other bishops.

Chalfant's resiqnation has been accepted by Maine's
standing committee, but is not official until the House of
Bishops accepts it.

Initially, the diocesan standing committee said ii had
requested the leave of absence to allow the "possibility of
reconciling the bishop and Diocese of Maine after what
must be characterized as a significant betrayal ot trust."
Chalfant also said he hoped to be "reconciled with the
church.·· According to Episcopal News Service, the diocese
was to continue .. financial support" of me bishop while he
underwent therapy and sought "spiritual and emotional
healing." After that Chaltant's luture was to be decided by
consultation among parties involved.

But a oiocesan spokeswoman said there had since
arisen "additional considerations and information thal lee!
us to believe this new action is appropriate." She did
elaborate.

The action also comes after sharp reaction from over- 
seas to the idea that-as The Church of England Newspa­ 
per put ii-a "bishop who commits adultery.. should get "a
year's holiday (a year's voluntary absence on pay can be
given no other name). . . . .

··01 course, there must be forgiveness ano reconcui-
ation." the newspaper said, "but we live in a strange-world
when trust can so completely be broken. and the reiauon­
ships therein, and then there is no change to rebuild tbe 

Continued ne,t-pJge. tower 1eit•,:o/umn 
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noted that the diocese plans to hold its 1997 synod there.
"As Fr. Rogerson has said so frequently, we must not

give the appearance of 'make do.' We must clothe our
message with the best we can offer...for we ARE the
Church, .. the bishop said.

Under terms of the lease, the church will continue to be
used for exhibitions. lectures and concerts.

The Trinitarian also reported that ACC's Parish of Our
Lady of the Nativity and St. Hugh in Lincoln will gain use of
··a beautiful complex of 19th century cemetery chapels,"
according to the Rev. John Appleton, the parish's priest.
Appleton reportedly said the buildings will be restored by the
Lincoln City Council, under a grant from English Heritage.
According to the Anglican Catholic Review. the Church of
England Bishop of Lincoln has undertaken to deconsecrate
the C of E chapel for the exclusive use of the ACC.

MAINE BIS.HOP Comimseo from Page 1 i 

... · trust...[T]he Bishop of Maine
should realise that he has only
one choice and that is to re­
sign, but..church authorities
should realise this as well.
This is not to say that minis­
tries cannot be rehabilitated
and rebuilt, but the principle
must be that they are rebuilt
elsewhere."

Church Times had noted
that a similar situation would
be pretty clear-cut in the

. . Church of England: "If a bishop
who admitted misconduct did not resign, he would be
charged under the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure ... "

This latest case comes on top of revelations after the
early 1995 suicide of the liberal Bishop of Massachusetts
D~v1d Johnson. that he had engaged in extra-marital affair~
with several women. The two cases have prompted some
church leaders to consider whether there might be "some­
thing mcreas,ngly d1tf1cult in the role of the bishop ., 'd
E . I " o· I sa,prscopa rsews uector James Solheim

•A STARTLING COMMENTARY ABOUT THE IMAGE 
OF ECUSA'S LEADERSHIP was made recently by 133clergy and la,ty of the church. who apparently felt it neces­
sary to wnte the House of Bishops urging that an b. h'd ed f I · · · . . Y IS Opcons, er . or e_ect,on as pres1d1ng bishop in 1997 withdraw
from consideration rf he or she has engaged in "physical
violence, sexual ~buse !or] sexual exploitation."
Sources also 1ns1ude::J Tlie Boston Globe 

Chalfant 

Mass. ECUSA Bishop, Diocese 
Sued By Suspended Priest 

Massachusetts Episcopal Bishop Thomas Shaw and his 
diocese could face "mammoth" damages from a lawsuit 
filed May 13 to defend the reputation and rights of the Rev.
James R. Hiles, a priest recently suspended b~ Sha~ af~er
a woman claimed she had had a sexual relationshlp with 
him over 20 years ago.

From the start (as earlier reported). the 67-year-old
Hiles, rector of St. Paul's, Brockton, and vicar of Our
Saviour, East Milton, denied the charge. And his parishion­
ers-claiming the liberal bishop has an ulterior motive-­
backed him up to the point of open hostility when Shaw 
visited the two conservative congregations recently.

The civil suit filed in Massachusetts Superior Court by 
Hiles and his wife Lauretta names the diocese; its stand­
ing committee; Shaw; Sutt'ragan Bishop Barbara H~rris;
and Hiles· accuser, Linda M. Hastie. the wife of an Episco-

Break In Utrecht Union 
At deadline it was learned Iha! a fracture had .06,_ . 

0, c . . ._n created 1n tt1e ,d athohc Union of Utrecht by the unilateral ordination ot that bod .
lirst fwo women pnes!s. Angela Bertis. 33. a theologian. and R(; i~!
P,ckel-Bossau, 48, a teacher, v112re ordained by German Old c· "9 .
I' . s· h J ' . I Jatholrceaoer, 1s op oacnrn /obbe. despite urgings from fello· b' 1. . I . . . N rs iops tooe ay unDI afier a special meeung of prelates slated on

11 B. le ma11e isnops or the U.S. Polish National Catholic Church dr.,,..1 d ' r.
· · · ~" are that thoromauons would violate the tradition of the Catholic Chu h . e

· re a, 1d breakcommunion between the PNCC and the German Old c th •
U ' h . . a Ollcs. Thenon, w ose orders have h1stoncaJ1y been recognized b
includes some 230,000 adherents worldwide. More in th Y Rome,

e nexr issue. 

Advent's Fr. Mead Accepts
Call To St. Thomas, NV 

After 11 years as rector of Boston ·s flagship Anglo-Catholic
Church of the Advent. the Rev. Andrew C. Mead will take up
duties as 12th rector of New York's renowned St. Thomas,
Fifth Avenue, on September 1.

Mead, 49, will succeed St. Thomas' rector of 24 years, the
Rev. John G.B. Andrew, former chaplain to the 100th Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, Arthur Michael Ramsey.

A letter from parish officials revealed that Mead was ch~sen
from among more than 70 candidates suggested by va~ous
church sources. Members of the vestry's search committ~e
visited the parishes of those seriously considered, talked with 
those who knew them well, and with their bishops. .

The letter lauded Mead as both "committed to doctrinal
o~hodoxy" and ottering the kind of ministerial experience ~nd
skill to lead St. Thomas into the 21st century. Before coming
to Advent, Mead, ordained in 1971, assisted at several par­
ishes in the U.S. and England, and served as rector of G~od 
S~epherd, Rosemont, Pennsylvania, from 1978-85. Married
wrth two children, the Rochester, New York, native holds ~
bachelor's degree from DePaul University, a bachelor 0
~ivinity from Yale University Divinity School, and a master of 
literature from Keble College, Oxford. of

Mead w!II l~ad a parish that attracts a large number iat
Manhattans_ vrsuors: though its "core" group 1s smaller, offic
sources 11st rt as having some 1 900 communicants. -
.. Asked his feelings about the' move, Mead told TCC h~d~
overwhelmed, thrilled, and a little bit torn to leave the Chu h

of the Ad,,ent. I love [the people here] and we·ve been throug
8 lot together."

_Seasoned orthodox observers were encouraged but 5~~;
~rsed by the call for several reasons, .one _being 1;1~as

atched a staunchly Anglo-Catholic priest with wha 1,·· 
termed a rnore "mildly Catholic" parish with a "broad churc2oth century history
a -~i8ad_said that, u~der Fr. Andrew, St. Thomas nad ta~<:~,~~ 
back~s1s,ca1 Anglican high church expression" onlY_

11
in tliat

rorn that at Advent and he intends to work wi 1d w·s
context Hes .d I , f ·t of An rern· . · a, 1e admires and respects the rut 5 w tor 

rn,stry at St. Thomas, noting that he has known Andremany years.
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f?al prieSf, Fr. Cor~elius Hastie. The suit brings charges of
libel. _slander, negligence, conspiracy, civil rights violations
and. interference. with a contractual relationship. Repre~
sentmg_ the plamltffs is the Rev. S. Lester Ralph a lawyer
and Episcopal priest himself '
fa The ~uit acknowledges that Mrs. Hastie was a close
sa~~ly friend of the Hileses, and !hat she had on occasion
firml 5~~ desired more from the priest, but, that Hiles had
somey

1
e
6 

utted her overtures. Hiles has not seen Hastie fQr 
years.

The suit essential! · ·against Hil .Y mamtams that the accusation
san es was fabncated, with some help from dioce-
woul~ersonnel, to give the bishop a reason Hiles' flock
Why? :ccept 10 remove the priest as Our Saviour's vicar. 
frustr~te~~~use, the suil contends, diocesan officials are
control a $/t °,t Saviour ha_s refused to turn over to their
/ieved H'I , mi ion bequest 11 received in 1990, and be­
The b I es removal would lead to the desired transfer.
oetwe!;;~st s's ~!ready the subject of another civil suit

~ ur aviour and the diocese.

~he couple _claim_s lhal, before investigating Haste's
claim and seeking Hiles· response to it, Shaw inhibited the
priest and made lhe mailer public. with a press release and·
lelt~r to_all di_oc~san clergy. As a result. Ralph said copies
of his clients su11 had been s.rrularly distributed.
. While the exact sum of damages sought was not cited,
It appears the amount awarded in a successful case could
equal or surpass the sum of the bequest the diocese
allegedly wants.

The diocese was to file an answer 21 days after receivinq
notice of the suit. Meanwhile, a diocesan statement as­
serted that the misconduct case was being handled under
canons which presume innocence, and assure due proc­
ess and confidentiality. However, noting it was not part of
the matter before lhe standing commiltee. the statement
denied that the diocese was seeking control of the bequest
in question-a claim Ralph alleges is a step back from the
diocese's previous position. The diocese said it "seeks only
to ensure that the ..bequest is handled in accordance wlth 
diocesan canons and th·e terms of the bequest..."

But he thought th ~· . ,•Jf Advent d e ew Yon< call was more an ·affirmation"
t•ers saw·

1
~n the congregational life search committee mem­

orthodo . ere, than of the churchmanship or identity of irs
x priest.

That •affirmar .. 1',.tees sorn ron _a so came even though Advent presently
':'rning core un~ertainty, due to a clash with the parish's gov­ 
'.. 3tholic ooranon, set up in 1844 to protect Advent's Anglo­
. _infidenr.:'.~ness: Mea? said _a 1993 corporation vote of "no
r zed 011;er against. h1m-reJected by parishioners-galva­
I:: n-a,~,_0 complaints during Advent's history about the 

J'J untab,ll!y and "unchecked..power" of the "self-pef•
--'\;°'"' .. .,. petuating" corporation, prompting

-, ~i:. -~ the parish's appeal for help from.,,, ,_:: ··I ~assachusetts· liberal diocese ar,id 
· ·• .. · · . bishop. Thomas Shaw. Resulting litl-

·, . ,9o1.. gation may be protracted, and tor 
i ';_,,_,. '''" now has led (inter alia) to !he reclas-

~

. '• = sification of Advent as a mission un- 
\. ., der Shaw's control. Mead termed tine

. · .. •~ move an ''important..legal protec-
. , lion" against a recent corporation

· ·.._:·, --.- ·-----i move to rescind Advent's allegianceL ::.& .. ' to the Episcopal Church (ECUSA).. , •;~i D, in a_ photo from While it is unusual to call a priest
ti" E f_ound,ng meeting linked to controversy, Mead said he
... ~ic:•scopal Synod of believed St. Thomas' leaders real·

ized it 'was basically a crisis over
•..tshot how Advent is governed." 
_· he ah House Dean Gary Kriss, a friend or Mead's, told
:-- 

11 10
believ~? th~ committee "saw that Fr. ~l_e_ad ~.eld the

, •·s gether dunng a conlhcl "he did not initiate. Mead
• !?C~~ Nashotah's_ boar?, and also retains a non-acavtst
l:..·ad n _to the trad1t1onahst Episcopal Synod of America.
,.: is :aid Advent may remain a mission _until the legal
r,:on ettled, which could be quite some nms, though _a
7

er. on the control of Advent's assets is expected this
·,w de . • .- - -~vh:s 11e answer those-including corpora(ion_ mem-
,; and cla,_m !_he liberal bishop has used ~dvent s d,_spute.
- . . Parishioners to position the trad1t1onal parish for

s1on to th
r • e new "order"?·· not t ·.. u . rue," Mead firmly declared. "There t1as been no 
,. ,,venng by the bishop or diocese ...They didn't ask for 
"J asked for them" ii.e. their help). It took the bishop "a

long time to get involved" under prescribed canons. "He's
wanted to be fair."

Despite Shaw's revisionist stance. and recent controversy
over his dealings with other conser,ative parishes (on which
Mead declined to comment), Mead expressed confidence in
the bishop's continued respect for Advent's sensibilities. and
in the "very good" ves\ry elected by parishioners, with which
he says Shaw will consult in appointing a priest-in-charge for 
Advent

A few observers remarked upon St. Thomas· ease in calling
a high-profile Anglo-Catholic rector who was unlikely to be
favored by New York's liberal bishop, and to do it. atypically,
while the current rector was still in place-to which some
responded by noting SL Thomas' financial clout: total parish
assets are estimated at $100 million. 

l\:lead said Bishop Richard Grein received him graciously,
and noted that I here are several other traditional rectors in the
New York diocese. Mead intends 10 continue as such-while
acknowledging the growing impact and demands of ECUSA's
liberalism.

He thinks the expected canonical change requiring
churchwide acceptance of women's ordination will make no
real difference. though. noting that the bishop-and, he be­
lieves. a suffragan acting at the bishop's direction-already
has the prsrcoative 10 visit any parish in his diocese. For
Mead. the key issue is mutual respect-which he said he has
been granted and given in return in his relationship with
Massachusetts· bishops-including its suttragan, Barbara
Harris. "l'va been treated extremely well here for 11 years," he
noted. The New York diocese also has a female suffragan.
Catherine Roskam.

Still. he conceded that recent events in Washington prove
one cannot rely on, lair treatment. He stares his philosophy
thus: -vou have to be true to your convictions. yes, indeed:
but gracious as you can be, which sheds the best light on your
convictions ...

Could St. Thomas in I1:lead's tenure not only maintain but
become pro-active for traditional Anglicanism?

··1 really can't speak to living up to someone else's exooc­
tations . .J'rn going to be exactly the kind of priest I've always
been... l'rn under the authority of the Holy Spirit; Catholic
Creeds and the Faith [within] the classical Anqlican heritage.
That's what I've always been..wilh my convictions irnact,"
while also endeavoring to be ·gracious and gentle about it."
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Scottish Church Leader 
Called To Resign For 

"Deeply Offensive1
' Remarks

The Church of England's leading traditionalist organiza­
tion, Forward in Faith (FIF), has called for the resignation
of the Bishop of Edinburgh. after he described women
priest opponents as "miserable buggers" and the "mean­
est-minded sods you can imagine."

FIF called comments by the head of the Scottish Epis­
copal Church. the Most Rev. Richard Holloway, "deeply
offensive" and 'unworthy of a bishop," according to The 
Daily Telegraph. 

The group said Holloway should retract his words or 
resign-bui Holloway has refused to do either.

The prelate's statements were enthusiastically received
at a recent meeting in Bangor Cathedral, Gwynedd, for
advocates of _women's ordination in Wales; the Anglican
Church there 1s to vote on the matter this September.

_The Rev. Geoffrey Kirk, FIF Secretary, said: "We believe
[Bishop Holloway] should respect different views and not
call people sods and bu_ggers. It is also improper for [him]
to_travel to another province to seek to influence people in
this heavy-handed way."
A canon of Bangor Cathedral, the Rev. Geraint Vaughan­

~ones, said he was ··outraged" by the bishop's use of "such
intemperate language in the pulpit."
. Hollow~y is also being scored for contradicting a resolu­

tion he himself sponsored in the Scottish Church S d
two years ago, pledging a "valued and respected plac{~~r
o~ponents after the church started ordaining wo
priests in December 1994. men
. A ~pokesman for Holloway said he would not b t
mg his words, claiming they were made "in a light~hre ract­
good-natured way to a group of likeminded peopl/arted,

South American Primate
Gives Liberal North

_ Reality Check On Gays
While South African Archbishop De

mented his campaign for practicin h smond Tutu aug­
rejection of them "nearly the ultima{e b~mosexuais-calling
Anglican primate in South Amer' asphemy -a fellow
st~ndards on homosexuality. rca called for scriptural

. What concerns us is the dis ro i .
single_ issue pressure groups infhe~~~~~te influence of 
ent w1lhngness in some areas of An I an? the appar­
accept. without reference to the unde g ican influence to
!ions of the Communion as a whole rstanaing and convic­
ing and discipline relating to hom~tnovai,ons i_n teach­
Most Rev. Maurice Sinclair, Presiding ;~~al Practice," the
ern Cone, told The Church of England i op of the South-

He sard that many in the north we:w~paper. 
cultural a~d phrlosophical assumptions offh influenced by
world, _while Chnst1ans in the south we

I 
e Post-modern

that_ this "can be treated merely as a re ess convinced
choice, human rights or equal opportuni·tma1ter of private

., F h h . y . .. • _or us ere t e rssue of the church a~d h
ity, as rt 1s reported in theAnglican press in Br' ~mosexual­
and the United States, makes strange re ;tarn, Canada

a ing," Sinclair

Prayer Book Society Links 
Cranmer With Computer Age 

Archbishop Thomas Cranmer would no doubt be 
amazed, and-the English Prayer Book Society hopes­ 
pleased.

The Society has just launched its 1662 Book of Corn­ 
mon Prayer computer packag,::!-"a splendid marriage of
tradition and technotoqy." deciared Society Chairman
Anthony Kilmister.

Developed by the Society's commercial partner i_n the
venture, Churchill Systems in Yorkshire, it makes available
the complete text of the 1662 Prayer Book, the King James 
Version of the Bible, other required texts and a hymnal of
over 300 copyright-free hymns.

"When compiling services, the appropriate prayers,
readings and psalms for that particular day are automat­
ically selected," says a Society release. "Any option_s are 
presented to the computer user... to choose what !s re­ 
quired." The program also presents a selection of su,table
hymns; a user can choose one or more of these, or others

of his/her choice.
and the lyrics can
be incorporated in
the service leaflet.
Other text can be
added or amended
as well.

The program
runs on IBM com·

•1 patible computers
;/ under the Microsoft
,. Windows system. It
;f is available for 89

ChurchHl Systems ,: pounds from cnur-
. ch1·11 Systems, Tad-

The P17/y_~;:'jj'o;;k\ociety// caster, Yorks LS24
• ·· ·· · -- • _,..,,...,,.,~,...... . _ .. _ _J 9HA, England.

wrote. He said Christians in the south wanted to 18?,~n
a~o~t "sensitive pastoral care" and "authentic outreach in 
rmsston to homosexuals. nee
. He called for a debate at the 1998 Lambeth Confere n
involving a "careful and balanced intercultural studY 0

sexuality in the light of Scripture." ·1 is
Running headlong in the other direction, meanwh~~re

~rchbishop Tutu, who has written the foreword 10 W~or the
a_ptrsed Too, a new book that includes liturgies I and

~nion and ''coming our· of "lesbians, gays, bisexua ~urch
r~nssexuals." In it, Tutu again asserts that the c ness

~f ould "use the s~me Criteria" to judge tile who/es~~~es.
;ame-~ex relationships as it does heterosexua Higton, 

co leading English Evangelical, the Rev: Tony era of 
lit mmented that, "We seem to be enterrng an one tor 
h ur~1es for anything under the sun. Will there be

om1c1dal m •arnacs next?"
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C Of E Money Woes: 
Good News And Bad

The good news is that England's Church Commission­
e:3 have recovered much of the loss suffered when the
as~ets t~ey manage fell in value from 2.9 to 2.1 billion
po nos '~ the early 1990s, due to heavy speculation in
commerc1al property. ·
of ~ome of the properti~ has been sold, and, as of the end
b"lr 995, the Co~m1ss1oners· assets were valued at 2.7
~-~n pounds, said Church Times. The portfolio is being

s 1 ~d to safer but lower-yieiding investments.
Still to help e · ·the C · . . ase nsing demands on funds managed by 

h -ornrrussroners (who also help provide clergy pay and
pousing}, the c_hurch has been considering legislation th.at
criposes to sh!ft ~esponsibili!y for pensions away from the
in urch C~mm,ss1oners by setting up a new pension fund

corporattng som f th h , . . 'fin e O e c urch s historic resources and
St anced _by the dioceses: plans are also '·affected by the 

reamhning of C f E d . . .Tumbull C . 0 .. a ministration as proposed by the
give ommisstan. Churchgoers were earlier asked to

Th'.'1~re to help fund the pensions.
poin/s /s where the bad news comes in, from the stand­
word t~ ~hurc~ officials, who have been "startled" by late 
remo . a Parliament "may take the unprecedented step of 
Englavind9 churrent pensions legislation from the Church of 

n s ands"
Ira~~ 1 ~19 Enabling ~ct gav~ the church responsibility for
reject 6 sown legislation, which Parliament can accept or
power tut_ not amend. In the Act, Parliament retained the

Now ohintervene. but has never done so before.
impact '~tough, M~s are said to be so concerned about fhe
the ,..... the Pensions Measure currently passing through
legis~~_ner~I Synod that they want to create their own
Parj ion in the form of a bill that can be amended by

1ament. ·
The po ·b·t· .raised ssi I ity of Parliamentary intervention was first 

Select a yea~ ago, when the Commons Social Security
cons

I 
Committee suggested that MPs and peers might be

Thouu ~ed before the legislation was finalized by Synod.
abouf on~ church spokesman conceded that legislation
cone pensions warranted exceptional treatment, he cited

ems about a rollback of the 1919 settlement.

-ovss THREE MILLION POUN0S IN COMPENSA­ 
TION WAS PAID OUT TO CLERGY LEAVING THE C OF 
E OVER 1J\/OMEN PRIESTS in 1995. according to the
Church Commissioners· annual report The modest mone­
tary provisions for clerics who feel they cannot remain in
light of the change in holy order were made before the full
extent of lhe Commissioners· asset losses were known.
and now further strain church funds. According lo The 
Church of England Newspaper. the report indicated that
compensation was paid to 299 clergy who resigned by the
end of last year over women priests: a further 19 qave
notice that they will be claiming compensation.

~ ~--··- 
FORMER SYNOD LEADER
ORDAINED RC DEACON 
THE REV. PETER GELDARD,
who as leader of the Catholic
Group in the General Sy~od
helped lead the fight again5t
women priests in the Church of
England-lost by just two votes
on November 11, 1992-was or­ 
dained a deacon within th~ Ao·
man Catholic Church April 14·
The Faversham cleric, also
known for his service as gen~ral
secretary of the Church Union,

as ch apt . told TCC he has been appointed
one of s!:n to the University of Kent in Canlerbury. Geld~r~,
response t era, prominent C of E figures to "go to Rome, I~
n the nea of Women Priests is to be ordained a Roman pr es

r uture. ' 

Questions Raised About 
Lay Presidency Judge 

It recently emerged that one bishop on the Anglican
Church of Australia's Appellate Tribunal-which is to issue
an opinion on the permissibilily of la1 and diaconal presi­
dency at lhe Eucharist-has been licensing diaconal presi­
dency in his diocese for the past 12 years.

Church Scene, the national church weekly, qaesnons in
an editorial whether the Rt. Rev. Peter Chiswell, Bishop of 
Armidale in New South Wales, shouldremainon the Tribu­
nal while it considers the issue.

Chiswell has refused to comment, but it is already known
that he chiefly favors lay and diaconal presidency on the
grounds that isolated rural parishes without a priest are
denied the sacrament. According to Church Times, his
1995 appeal to the church's General Synod for permission
to experiment.with diaconal.·and lay presidency:was turned
down. 

Conservative Activists 
Go International

Topping the emergence of two new U.S.•based groups
in recent months. conservative Episcopalians/Anglicans
have now formed an international organization, the Ekkle­
sia Society. to encourage and enhance the mission and
Biblical witness of the church.

The group appears somewhat similar to the International
Bishops· Conference on Faith and Order-traditionalist
Anglican bishops who have been meeting periodically.
since the late 1980s-but unlike the Conferemce does not
include women's ordination as one of its issues.

The Sociely also rejects an, thought of leaving "official"
Anglican provinces, and hopes 'to facilitate reconciliations
among people. even when theological positions may be 
irreconcilable...

Announcement of the group was made in Dallas April 12. 
following "positive" r~sponse !0 initial _!:Juerie~ about th~
organization from 'bishops a~d other inlluential leaders
around the Anglican Commurn_on. The Society has already
opened regional ottices in Africa and the Canb?ean, a~d
additional openings are expected soon. lts first maior
meeting is slated for October, 1997, when it plans to gath~r
bist1ops and other evangelists from ar.ound the world• 1n
Dallas ··to teach, share and encourage."

The Society takes as its theolcgical basis the tenets ot, the
Chicago-Lc1mbeth Quadrilateral, originally designed as a
minimum framework upon which to base ettorts to achieve
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BISHOP JAMES STANTON 
of Dallas is among mem­
bers of the new interna­ 
tional Ekklesia Society's
Episcopal Oversight Com­
mittee. 

Christian unity.
A Society release

says the group will try
to "live out. and bear
witness to, the historic
Biblical faith from
within the church. In a
pluralistic age in which
mainline denomina­
tions are experiencing
tensions and in some
cases schism, the So-
ciety seeks to help clearly articulate historic theological and
Biblical mission priorities, to help build a unified witness and
to persuade those discouraged by changes in the Epis~opal
Church not to leave the denomination." The Society also
hopes to ~acilitate links, mutual encouragement, educational
opportunities and shared resources between and among
likeminded Anglicans around the world.

T~e Rev. Dr.. Bill Atwood, General Secretary, sees the
Soc1e~y as h~lp1ng to ··co~nteract the negative impact of a
small 1nfluent1al group which seeks to revise the essential
elements of the faith."

~ishop James Stant?n of Dallas, a member of the Soci­
ety s _Episcopal Oversight Committee, asserted that· ,,8
standing together. we can enhance the vitality of our pro!.
Iarnarion here in the U.S. and abroad. We hope th t h .

rt h. .11 a s anng
pa _ners ips w1 help where the resources for effective 
n:,1rnstry are scarce, and ~ncourage those who live in
circumstances where the witness to Biblical fa.th . b .
eroded." 1 Is emg 

ECUSA Pension Fund
Somewha_t Chastened, Se~ms
To Survive Critical Review

After enduring months of questions a ...
throughout the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) ~d criticism
folio management and the perceived extrava out its Po_rt­ 
management style, the Church Pension Fu~gdance of its
February released a 40-page report recountin h(CPF) '.n 
recent performance and explaining some I l t e Funds
troversial decisions. 0 1 s more con-

The ~eport was distributed to all active cler .
beneficiartes. lay members of Execut· C gy,_ pension

· b · · 1ve ounc1I and ·tenm odies, and diocesan administrators. in-
Alan Blancham, CPF president. asserted that th .

?f CPF which had emerged from.the review was ~i~~ure
ing, and th~! the Fund had performed well over the la ~n­
years, particularly when contrasted with the pre . st !1ve 
The Fund:s affiliates-the Church Insurance Co~'0

3
us five.

Church Lile Insurance ~orporation, Medica: rfus? the
Church Hymnal Corporation-showed a combined ' ~nd
1995 of over $5 million. a turnaround from rece~~ofit in
performance, particularly for Church Insurance Past

and the

PB's Annus Horribi/is 
"It's been the worst year of my ministry. No doubt

about it."
So conceded a "tired" Episcopal Presiding Bishop

Edmond Browning, in remarks to an interviewer for the
Charleston, South Carolina Post and Courier in early
March.

He was referring, of course, to the massive embez­
zlement of church funds by the female national treasurer 
and close friend he had repeatedly defended, turmoil in
the church over the ordination of noncelibate homo­ 
sexuals-which Browning supports-and reverberating 
calls throughout the church for his resignation, though 
Browning's term ends next year.

According to the story, Browning said the only reason
he got such a "clobbering" over the embezzlement
episode was because it proved a handy weapon for
those angry about his stand on gay rights.

And, he said he believes confrontation on the gay 
is_sue, as seen in church court proceedings against
Bishop Walter Righter, will harm the church; Browning.
said the story, "has compared one conservative groLJp,
Episcopalians United, to McCarthyites." While saying
he sympathized with the bishops accusing Righter,
Browning maintained that "it's not a matter that's going
to be settled by a court case ... it's a matter of the heart."

Ev!d_ently confident that Episcopalians will accept
pr_actIc1ng gay clergy, Browning admitted that "I don't
think everybody will be happy about it. But I think w..e 
eventually will reach a level of tolerance that will reflect 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ."

Medical Trust, though the latter must still make up past
losses ofover $1 million. CPF's total assets increased from 
$1.9 billion in 1991 to $2.6 billion by March of 1995, and 
clergy benefits also increased during that time.

Blanchard pledged increased communication between
CPF management and the wider church, while expressing
both the opinion that CPF already does extensive commu­
n,cati~g ,,and disappointment over "the lack of under­
standing of CPF operations.
. The Executive Council committee charged with discuss­
ing conc~rn~ with CPF representatives agreed that bett~r 
communication is vital, and that the dialogue of the past year
had been helpful in dispelling misunderstanding. But com­

.~~ttee m~m~er _Tim Wittlinger of Michigan a~sert~d th~~
mmunicat1on Is much more than just information d,sserr.u

natI0 " · t· nb n, and urged more informal dialogue and interac ,o 
eteen CPF trustees and other church organizations. F 

tru; th0 end the committee expressed the opinion !hat ~p 
and\~es had been faithful in the discharge of t~eIr dut•~S, 
ent· e trustees pledged to continue working to involve 1. e 

ire board · d · · . . . ,,· ner cir-cle/out . 1~ ec,sIonmaking, avo1d1ng an ,n . 
Blan~~ circle of consultation. . .. rent"

style of arc noted that criticisms of a perceived 0P,u uri­
ousnes ".1a_nagement are harder to address, since luX ed 
the rec:n

I
1
5
in the eye of the beholder." Tile report def e~~nd 

business gurchase of office space in New York as a 5 la,Y
levels of th e?sion. Regarding criticism about the 5~ash
compensatfo op five CPF positions, Blanchard (who~ett,ese 

n is more than $450,000) agreed tha

,.

22 
TliECHRtS , f996 



~ere higher than comparable positions in other denomina­
tions, but stated that, given the demands of managing the
gro~p of five companies, and the cost of competing for
qua/,ty executives in the New York market, the trustees felt t: the sat.ary levels in question were appropriate. 'That's
~e conclusion that has been reached nere.: Blanchard said. 

I her thoughtful people could reach a different concuslon."
. The Living Churchs editor. David Kalve!age said he had 'n1:,;-ed f /' ., , ~,it·; .ee ings about CPF's report, saying it was thorough

U. e_tt some. questions unanswered. 
. ,.' ,;c~t~.d VOJ<::e, the p~blication of Episcopalians United; 
,,,n,, 0,rrst raised senous questions about CPF, hailed
•;, r~ 1he re~ponses, .corrections, and other information:,.., ;!0~,,Provided, while asserting that in-depth discus-

• ,- --s s I needed about certain practices and expend[-
.- 0'r among them the "high relative compensation of · · executiv " tr~w tt· es, ravel expenditures, and the purchase. ~ o ice space.
.. 'Ces also included Episcopal News Service 

Respected Virginia Priest,
ACC "Founding Father," Dies At 7

The Rev. John Arthur Pedlar, rector of the Church •' 
Epiphany, Amherst. Virginia, and_ a founding father ·• · 
Anglican Catholic Church (ACC) in that stale, has d,-c 
cancer at the age of 72 . 

In 1978 Fr. Pedlar led most of his flock from the Er:,:,
pal Church of the Ascension, ot which h~ was rector _ 
the ACC. a leading U.S.-based Conti~urng Chu.rch. '• 
parish later lost its buHdings to the Episcopal Oicc~s ~
Southwestern Virginia in a court case, after wh!ch 1,_ - . 

its own church, and renamed itself the Church or it" 
Epiphany," reported The Trinitarian. . .. 
"Until his death, Fr. Pedlar held leadersh.1p pos,uon.~ ·

the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States, servmq, at ,.,anL' ..'
times on the Standing Commiltee, the Executive Cor.r •.
tee a~d the Commission on Holy ~rders. • . _ . 

Pedlar was greatly praised for hrs courage and f1rmn&.: , 

Faithful Episcopalians
Urged To Choose Between

God's, Man's Church 
~ former E · .
: New Yi p,scopa.1 Bishop of Puerto Rico aAd Suffra-
:1 trad'(ork has ":'ritten an open letter to his colleagues
b t i rona/ Episcopalians, urging them to make a

_ 1 (~;~~n the corrupt institution of the Episcopal
. , A) and the Faith-between "chl.!rch and

Passio fd 1 , , . n I e etter, the Rt. Rev. Charles F. Boynton,
:'J in Des Moines, wrote:
n es sage is dd. ·,/ .. a ur~ssedEpiscopalianswhoupholdthe 
,_. Chns!lan Faith. I speak to you as your primus 
· _,-':ov✓, and for as long as I live the first in order 
-..c:ratton of the bishops of this p~rt of our Lord's 

'.wn time, the once great, faithful and dearly beloved 
;.1/ church has departed from the traditional Faith. '.. ?: a r: to transform her into a greater, more 
;-/, ersal church has simply deformed her With her 
·. o/y Orders, her Doctrine and her Practice and ·, aside h · , . , s e is now only nominally Christian. She 

· '•.Jrch. not God's 

. ., happened be- 
'" Places and :l 
-· · The tnstitu- 
~ t;h has been 

.ved from with­ 
. verted from 
. ,'7ristians have 
:.non to defend !I
LVhat . ever way 1

. ,.th t~,-hatever ; 
,Jssessed. In 
of the Faith ,1

I 

- 

no matter what the cost. it is they who are Christs One. He\· 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. . . ~ " 
Clearly, (the/ institution (of EC USA) ,s ,n the control d me 

who aim to change the F~ith itself B~t that c~nnot fe de~\, 
Only a manmade insiitut,on can be_c~angeo c,v m:n~;c;1.,::. 
a change does, however force Cnhsl1an.s to cr.~c~v bc:1- 
tween church and Church, between i:}st1futt0n sno t: F a1r'.1. 
I made my choice on May 19. 1911. v~her. I res,gn~d ·\ 
writing from the [Episcopal] House of Bishops (although i, 
was never acted upon) and a few years .later_1ame? a 
Continuing Church. a part of tne Tradrt10nal Angll1.,.Jn Ct:m· 
munion. Now I call upon you to choose one way or!!:~ ~t'.:e:-. 

The choice is not an easy one. 1'. n~~Y rn~an ,~::,(~ LJI 
properties, prestige and financial secunty. i ionetr:ere:::,, . 1..,a! 
upon all of vou who made promises at your Confi:mar1on a'!.., 
ou in Holy Orders who made VOl'IS at your Or~natwn_ iO oe 
~e to those vows and promises. We are csted to re/low 
Jesus Christ. We are called to follow Him now. O~r. ~~~.V ~,us! 
be the way to Calvary. not a broad umv~rsal h1g111,ay ,ort 
worldly Eden. To follow. we must stand firm ,n the Faith. o 
this we are called. Therefore. stand' V tess ·c 
Star.din word and deed, beloved for at, you pro ~;::, '.d 

· · J - Lord ~nd Sav,or ~,Jr. believe stsoo un for Ctuist e.::,us. ' . , . ,,..co{ 
" . 

1
, ,., , • · nave 10'180 u · 

with the Saints who .. ,rr~r:.7 the ~~i;:::~the Creedal F:1iil! 
above all else, even /1,0 ll::,e/j ~t~h One Holy. Catllclic sna 
which a(one.can sa.ve. Stan :Z! :al A;,glica11 express:on . 
Apostolic Cnurch m her tra no -orinsodoir.g.,ousrand 
stena. ii need.be, alone. But ~f r.~;urch Militant. E\oect.mt 
among the f atlhful who are I e 
and Triumphcmt.. d J sos Chn'st. the love ai Gcd 
May the bless mg of Our Lor,~ ~~ be witti you. susrairn ou 

snd the fellowship of the Holy ~pm 
v d 'offJYermore. · 

and strength~n you now an , ~mmunion (TAC.I, men~1one~ 
The Tradit1o~al Angl1ca~ i~nnl Continuing Church orbit 

bv the bishop, is an ,, ,terna( t. U S (the AnglicarChurch 
.. jith provinces or adherents in nre~ ,,·r ·egions of rha wotld.
i;1 America) and ni~e o~~er corh~r;h~of Engl~r.d:s 1rad1tion·
TAC is in commurnon w.11h the . . • 
alist coalition, Forward in Faith.,; ta the bishops letter m tne 
rec will repott on response. · · 



,,.

. the faith by both the former and present bishops of t~e 
~id-Atlantic Diocese. the Rt. Rev. William ~utherfoor ,

Rev. John Cahoon, respectively. Thou_sands 
a~d

th
;i:~~ve spent part of all of the last 20 years ~ringing

~ peoh nds about what has become of the Ep.,scopal
t err h~. Cahoon commented. "Fr. Pedlar took a,ct,on. ~e
Church · ry ,·mage of a 'Continuing Anghcan. and hrswas t e ve "
witness in that respect will not be lo~t or forgotten. "

''Leading worship wasn't something he _wanted,~o do, 
t d N. Roger Beidler. a layreader at Epiphany. It wasno e d .. 

something he had to o. . . .
Pedlar was "such a simple, unassur:img and pnv~te 

erson ... Beidler further recalled, "that we ,n our co?lmunity
~ever knew until he passed away that he received the 
L . of Merit and the Bronze Star for bravery as an Army eg,on ·1· h I · f chaplain in Vietnam. .. He served as a m, nary c ap am or 
a decade. retiring as a heutenant colonel. . 

The Indiana native was a graduate of Purdue Univer­
sity and the University of the Sout~'s School of Theol.ogy. 
He was ordained to the diaconate ,n 19?6 an~ the priest­
hood in 1957. He served E~iscopal parishes ,n Alabama
and Oklahoma as well as v,rgm,a. .

A requiem Eucharist was celebrated at Epiphany by 
Bishop Cahoon on February 2. Pedlar is survived by his
wile. LaVina. a son, daughter, and sister. Memorial gifts
may be sent to the Church of the Epiphany, P.O. Box 552,
Amherst, Virginia.

Great Lakes Diocese 
Launched By CEC 

It's another new diocese and bishop for the burgeoning 
Charismatic Episcopal Church (CEC), which has grown to
over 200 parishes since its founding in 1992. 

The Rev Frederick G. Fick, rector of Church of the Holy
Redeemer, Troy, Michigan, was consecrated May 10 as
bishop of CEC's newly-created Diocese of the Great Lakes
by the church's primate, the Most Rev. Randolph Adler, 
assisted by three other CEC bishops. Fick will oversee
CEC churches in Indiana. Ohio, and Michigan. 

Married with three children, Fick attended Concordia
,.:allege in Seward, Nebraska. and did graduate work at 
:.:s. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Orchard Lake Michi­ 

•:i an. During more than 20 years of ministry, Fick has ~eNed
. 1:; a youth :ninister, Christia_n school principal. and pastor
. _j. panshes in Ohio and Michigan. He was ordained a priest

; the CEC in 1993.
Not strictly a "Continuing An­ 

, can Church:· CEC initially 
··1eloped when Evangelical
; stors made "a radical shift in 

.•~ :r ministries toward liturgi­ 
,1 sacramental worship.·· said
··~eemer's Deacon, Richard 
·.· :m. In short order, the CEC
,.j its roots in the Anglican 

.•·•ion, and saw itself in the 
.~1uard of a "convergence 
:,·menr blending the his- 

-~ atholic, evangelical and 
:,,iatic "streams" of the 

·• . Thus it also began at- 

tracting mainline
clergy and laity-in­ 
cluding those from the
Episcopal Church­
"who have, the last
few years, found 
their.. churches aban­
doning traditional and
bibtic~I morality and
faith.· Dalton said.
All CEC churches

"combine elements of
charismatic ministry 
with sacramental wor­ 

ship and celebrate biblical values and orthodox evangelical
teaching," said a release from the church. . .
The CEC is part of an international communion which is

seeing this "new work of the Holy Spirit" take root in several
other parts of the world. The church will hold an Interna­
tional Convocation in Jacksonville, Florida, June 24-28. 

It ~as learned at deadline that Bishop Thomas
V._ Da,ly of the 2.2 million-member Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Brooklyn has advised Brooklyn's dis­
tnct attorney that a trusted pension office em-
ployee of 32 years, Vincenza Bologna 53 is
suspecte_d of diverting to her own bank ~cco'unt 
$1. 1 milfton in church funds-'·half of h t Ell
Cooke looted from th w a en
one priest of the d. e whole Episcopal Church!"
side .. he tartly q _,ocese told rec. "On the bright

' urpped "we·ve i·us1 t k blfor ecumenism-II R · s rue a ow
have never b

18 
oman Church and EC USA

een closer than we are right now!" -------

- .. 

THE NEW BISHOP of 
CEC's Greal Lakes Dio­ 
cese is the Rev. Frederick 
G. Fick. 

Second Ecumenical Meeting 
To Probe Christian Response 

To Anti-Christian Culture 
A conservative ecumenical gathering, well received 

when it premiered in May last year, is to come together 
again August 1-3 in Glenview, lflinois, near Chicago.
"'In the World': The Gospel of the Resurrection in a 

Culture of Death" is the theme for this year's conference, 
once more sponsored by Touchstone, a journal of ecu­
menical orthodoxy published by the Fellowship of St. 
James. 

The aim of the conference is to consider "how Christians
can respond to a dominant culture that is no longer Chr!s­ 
tian (if it ever was)." explains a Touchstone releas~. ~s wilh 
the first conference, speakers and respondents w1ll mclude
representatives of the Roman Catholic Protestant, and
Eastern Orthodox traditions, all writers a~d scholars _"~ho
share a common commitment to the classical Chnstran

faith." Several are among
those who took part in the May, 
1995 ''Not of This World" Con­ 
feren~e at the Rose Hill House
of Studies in Aiken, South
Carolina. ts

"This conference repres.en
· of a an ongoing express~on and

conservative ecumentsrr~, d
will provide orthodox-m,nd~t 
Christians a chance to rr~e 
and to consider some oh or 
options for engaging ;~eri­ 
withdrawing tro,:n North ase.
can culture," said the re!e not

"The confen~nce will ... ,_ 
r,1 '.'lt:' I. l, 

THAT THEY MAY BE ONE 

F 
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quently noted erosion of moral and cultural values," it
goe_s on. "Rather, the focus will be on the steps that
Clirrstians should be taking within their own communities

10 cultivate and communicate their values-values which 
~~e;°ecessarily cultural as well as theological. How can 
re/ Slians work together better on these issues? What
':;at~~~~es are available? ~t _'In the World," Protestant,
me I and Orthodox Christians will have a chance to
t11ithe heach other, to share their concerns, and to wrestle 

·lorn iso·w to respond lo Jesus· insistence that His King- 
not of this world.'"

DThe conference's six speakers will be·
r. Jam H- . 

! ·1iversit es rtchcock, Professor of History at St. Louis
f'1ecove Y, auth0r of Catholicism and Modernity and
•,,-,Jne: (;{. 0~te Sacred. and Associate Editor of Touch­ 
.r_uc,'1ston.e· O~ven ~- Hutchens. Associate Editor of

: ristianit · · Janine Langan. Associate Professor of
4itfs o· Y and Culture at the University of Toronto: David , irectorof p bl' h' ·• istny Ed·t u 15 mg for Trinity Episcooaf School for 

• 1 or of Th E · · :11·or of Tt h e vanget,ca/ Catholic and Associate
·.·Priest~~~ stone; Fr. Patrick Henry Reardon, Ortho­

-?Odiwiss. A~s?oc,ate Editor of Touch~tone; Dr: Ashley 
: : ,a ton c II ssrstanr Professor of Pollt1cal Science at,

11,e res O ege, Wheaton; Illinois.
>r ih POndents will be:

· omas Bu h .•;\?rn Univ . c anan, Assistant Professor at Nort/ir-
·-'t..'Ch-=-•o ersny Medical School and Contributing Editor

...,1 ne· Jam M K - . .:Jerica M 'th es · ushmer, Editor of Touchstone; 
!f ing Praiu ewe~-Gree_n, ~uthor of Real Choices:
..Jnd Cont . cal_, Lrfe-Att,rmrng Alternatives to Abor­
o n, Orth ributing Editor of Touchstone; Brother Isaac 

::ries Ne odox_ monk from St. Michael's Skete,
• of 'rr.

0 
whMexrco; and Dr. Leon Pod/es, Contributing. uc stone. 

c conferen -11 b -::)x Ct ce_ w, e held at Sts. Peter and Paul Greek
. , can ~~rch in_ Glenview. Registration and other inlor·

1,,y C 11 obtained from the Fellowship of St. James,
- 7~144u0.~m Ave., Chicago, IL 60618-1218, phone

, ax 267-6754; email FStJames@aol.com.

body while a catheter is inserted info the base o' 11·, 

to evacuate the brain to complete full deli•1ery. 
"These abortions are not morally quest onao ,·

!ended RCRC President Katherine Ragsdale a ·:
chusetts Episcopal priest. While pro-life critics -
that courts had too broadly interpreted an ex!sti:~ 1 :
lion for the "health of the rroiher... Ragsdale '· ·•
procedure is rare and "only legal when the livF.s . :
and mother are in danger: such as cases ,n w'I•.
fetus has serious illness or anomalies and ma, ,: · 
likely to live outside lhe womb.

Pro-life leaders were outraged over the veto..u .. 
to the testimony even of dcctors performing it'-:- .-· . 
dure that the vast majority of such abo.uons a:E : 
elective. More recent reports noted Iha! sorr.e_ ,
medical community are questioning 'IJhether partn 
abortions are ever necessary. citing more humane; ·-.
ods that can be used in exlreme circumstances. It ,·t 
logic /o hold that it could possibly be necessary :,- :
mother's healtr. to almost completely de1t,,er_ ih1s ~.

then kill it. :Jnt: · 
Yor~ dcctor sa:,_1

ESA said tile 1° 
non by ,he RCR1:

ter that partial -'
aoortion is rnos .•

CHRISTIAN COAL! T -
LEADER Ralph '
charged Iha! Clin!on l ' 

.., of lhe partial bir!h Jbo•. 
ban is "abrazen belro r 

) his solemn promi:..,
"ftll make acorttcn rare."

L Church Leaders React To 
ate-Term Abortion Ban Veto 

.'Opal Pre 'd' .
•-=-nr of a I sr ing Bisho_p Edmond Browning's en-
: 1rriaf birtletter s~pport,ng President Clinton's veto
1~ e cultu 1 abortion ban bill puts him "firmly on the
.Jr, in tr re of death which is bringing down western
drges

1
~h nam~ of convenience and eugenics."

nat Browe_ Epis?opal Synod of America _(ESA~. 
ning othning m_is~epresented the church s post­
roups in e.r ~ainline church officials and some
'ie/igioussrgnin9 _the April 29 letter-sponsored
- urging Coal1t1on for Reproductive Cho!ce 
:-·eto of t~err:ibers of Congress not to ovemde 

f -, suPPore bi/1 ...The some 30 sig_ners h~iled the
t:, unter bt for women and the,r famrl1es who 
' '""1· . 13 le pregnancies"....., inton .
, t! niost :eto~d April 10 would have barred in
proce011,. estncted circumstances a /ate-term

., .-, ' ?- - SI '.1.~fl ;1•; bl: •. ,1. ·11:,: 'i:( L!~ 19(11 

used In the case · -1
severely deformec 1

ws, ·· means tna:
most often ;s used
implemen1 c1 jucgm: ·
that it is better fer ·
child in qt:est:on lo -

. . . ·11 t be worth li'.ti!ig. In o!'1•
than toHve, since this life w1 ~~nce,of those who bel:t·•
words, ,t is u_sed for the ;o~ve pered or diminished cy :
they will be ,n sorn~ way am
birth of this person. . 1 th,:,president's veto ol 1ne:.'

Among other reactions o ~ . the rap1'dl"-nro·:1., .• f bishoos 01 ' '.:I • was a letter to C/lnton rorn . decrying the con1inunr!· ~
Charismatic Episcopal Ch_urcn'.. 
of these ''barbarous aboruons. Coalition charged ii"L.1' 

Ralph Reed of th~ Chnst1an d pointed ir liktJ 1 

k his veto pen ar. · •e· Clinton "has ta en ~. cent unborn..!.'n/ a Nd- ..
da er at the hearrs of the innc make atort1on rar9.
bei~yal of his sole?1n pr?m1s~~~an cair1ofic cc1rdin •. 11~. 
The nation's e1gn_1 active rturn the '1e101wn_1cr m-~-~ 

d to support e1forts to o_ve Juni,J. s.i,mg it ,_,
pledge d ·n the t-1ouse in ec1rty h ._Id l~um.111 Ille 
be attempte 1 ,:, ion tor inose ·,~h? ' l, ~ seco:1as
''beyond compreh~ns .: .,,. II [an] ,nranr 1u-1 . b .. 

.. d "heinous to "1 .. c · - ·cte rhe wo111 ...
sacred, . an h. or her first bremh outl:sl ,11a!rt1r. scur.!ny.fro11 q/qr.n ,s ... ',Qri ,,, on r ,e .. , . 1 
- '.:. - ·1·1n ;; .. t Ii..-., .1.,1 ..... ·1:..:..; .. ,--1...i i11r .•. *'.



ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS:
*A THANKSGIVING SERVICE FOR ENGLAND'S

LESBIAN AND GAY CHRISTIAN MOVEM~NT (LGCM)
is to go ahead in Southwark Cathedrat desp1t_e an organ­
ized protest effort mounted by clergy in the d1o_cese. The
·;ervice marking LGCM·s 20th anniversary will be held
November 16. - Church Times 

•SOME CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIESTS ARE CON­ 
DUCTING SERVICES TO HELP DIVORCED PEOPLE
cope with the end of theirmarriages. though no formof words
ias been authorized in the church. The services yvere
orouqtu to light at the Norwich diocesan synod. at which a
motion to ·-make available an order of service for divorced
people, to recognize the breakdown of their marriage and
to mark its ending" was firmly defeated. In the course of
debate. however. the Rev. Richard Woodham, team rector
-:::>f Norwich-over-the-Water, admitted using a "homemad_e"
version of such a service. Another priest said he was aware
of similar rites. It also emerged that a woman who authored
one divorce service 11 years ago had sent out nearly 1 00
copies on request. mostly to clergy. - Church Times 

*A MOTION TO ALLOW THE CHURCH MARRIAGE OF 
DIVORCEES IN WALES ii certain conditions are met was
defeated on third reading by two clergy votes, at an April
meeting of the Welsh Church's Governing Body. The subject
could be raised again at a September meeting. - Church 
Times 

•STANLEY BOOTH-CLIBBORN, the former Bishop of 
Manchester who had been a passionate supporter of
women's ordination and a ··radical voice" in secular politics,
died on March 6 at age 71. The great grandson of William
Booth. founder of the Salvation Army. Booth-Clibborn was
highly regarded both for his administrative ability and pas­
toral zeal. He had a special love for Africa. where he served
as a missionary from 1956-67. He accepted the role of
moderator of the Movement for the Ordination of Women
in the first year of his episcopate. He was, however, op­
posed to the blessing of homosexual unions. - Church 
Times/The Church of England Newspaper 
'THE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY IN POLAND IS HAVING 

TROUBLE GAINING LEGAL STATUS THERE. The 60-
me1:1ber congregation-inaugurated last year as the first
off1c1al Anglican presence in Poland since World War II­
sees the continuing delay as virtual refusal; the Anglicans
slso we_re asked to leave their only place of worship a
!-JYm_nas1um at Warsaw's British School. Denying any dis­
:nm1_nat1?n, the Polish gov~rnment claims the Anglican com­
-nurnty did no! _meet certain legal requirements. In addition
.o the predominant Roman Catholic Church 58 Ch . 1.

d d . . , ns 1an
,Jroups an _ enom1~a_t1ons, and 30 other religious groups
1 rave been given ofhc1al standing in Poland The A 1· ' 

h I · t F o · . . - ng ,can,_: ap am t _,ere, r. avid W1ll1arns, formerly a parish . t.
''V I ad· '"All e t · · pnes in , a es, s -' . w. are ry1ng to_do is provide pastoral care
tor expatriate Anglicans and Episcopalians here w h· · t I · · - e ave, ,o mtenuon o prose yt1smg.. .'' - Ecumenical News I 1 tionel n ems- 

*WHEN HE ISN'T SPEAKING OUT FOR HOMosexu
A~S I~ THE CHURC_H: ~rchbishop Desmond Tutu is bus -
.,·,th his new respons1b1ht1es as ct1airrnan of South Af • ,Y 
· 7-member "Truth and Reconciliation Commiss· r,,.ca s
.·:ill defer a planned sabbatical in the us to g1~dn. Hhe· · u1 e t e

VETO Continued from Page 25 
brutal act of aggression against innocent human life."

Among women having abortions in the U.S.-1.3 million
were performed in 1993-one percent report that they had
been told the fetus had a defect. and an additional 12
percent feared the fetus may have been harmed by medi­
cations or other causes. The vast majority of abortions,
however. are freely chosen.
Sources included The Washing/on Post, The Washington 
Times, Episcopal News Service, The National Catholic Reg­ 
ister, Our Sunday Visitor 

U.S. Methodists Reaffirm
Traditional Sexuality Teachings,

Despite Minority Push For Change
Though 15 bishops caused a pre-conlerence flap by 

publicly endorsing the ordination of practicing homosexu­
als. the recent General Conference of the United Meth­ 
odist Church (UMC) reaffirmed traditional sexual norms,
opposing homosexual practices as "incompatible with 
Christian teachlnq by a vote of 577-378.

In a statement to the April conference in Denver, bish­
ops also reasserted the authority of the church's Book of 
Discipline over any single bishop's opinion, though with­ 
out criticizing the 15 dissentients directly. Conservatives
saw the statement as an attempt to preserve the mere
appearance of unanimity in a divided church.

The dissident bishops had participated in various ob­
servances sponsored by pro-gay groups prior to the
conference. with rites including invocation of the goddess
Sophia, and blessings in the Name of uGod the Father
and Mother."

"Open the Doors" was the slogan adopted by the pro­ 
homosexual lobby to urge inclusivity in UMC-a goal sub­
tly endorsed by First Lady Hillary Clinton in her address to
the conference, wherein she urged delegates to, "Throw
open the doors of our churches and welcome those whom
(Methodist founder) John Wesley sought out."

Still, the reaffirmation of historic sexual morality by
America's third-largest church could be felt in the rest of
U.S. mainline Christianity, also buffeted by the gay issue;
orthodox Episcopalians particularly speculated about
how it might impact or contrast the ecclesiastical court
decision due a month later on whether or not their church
has a doctrine precluding the ordination of active homo­
sexuals.

In other business at the conference, there was ~uch
soul-searching about whether the UMC has lost its direc­
tion. Two million adherents have left the 8.6 million-mem­
ber church since 1974. The conference adopted a ne~
framework to try 10 simplify church organization, an
voted lo downsize churchwide agencies.

N ·cove-ota~ly, the confe~ence also voted t~ approve ~ . ns
nantin~ proposal with eight other major denornin_atioon
(including the Episcopal Church)-the "Consultation . 1Church U0ion" (COCU}. The latter proposal. o~. w;;~~ 
Episcopalians postponed action, still requires ratific
by two-thirds of the UMC's regional conferences. cy
Sourc1c.:s included the Institute on Religion and oemocra · 
The Washington Post. The Washington Times 
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nyseemed ~~o agree with lillle Eric 
t>~~ker, who looks like he .
R;ioRy$il it as much as the ,

· ev A b . 9,-1: · 0 ert Crawley
J th;·~ of .the West wilhl~ i · ./ 

ng/1can C th . I C~urch of a ouc ;.;._ 
' Jli,·. lh<> b C~nada. Actu­
' C:ro - _:iplrsm at Holy
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n t resist! 
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~ommission through its inquiry into atrocities and human
n.ghts abuses under apartheid. includir,g political murders,
k_idna~pi~gs and massacres. - Ecumenical News tmems­ 
t1onaltfp1scopal Ne:11s Ser✓ice 
*AN ENGLISH BISHOP WAS EXCLUDED FROM A 

MULTIFAITH SERVICE FOR REFUSING TO WELCOME 
P~GANS. A former Bishop of Bath and Wells, John
~1cke~steth: was to take part in the Ne•.•,bury service
involving Hindus, Jains. Hare Krishnas. Jews and Bud·
dhists. But he objected to an opening speech that ex­
tended a "special '.'lelcome to all pagans: as cpposed,to·
his wish to "welcome..people of an religions or none.' A
service organizer suggested, however, that the bishop
was really reacting to challenges to the "elhics" of his
participation in the service. • Church Times 

RC Bisho A With Dec P mazes, Angers, 
The R ree On Banned Groups 

~ ,11" ~man Catholic ff h . .
_ 1 •,:, • n na11onwide atte t' is op or Lincoln, Nebraska, has
-:;;/11 rnernbers of h~ 1~n with his decision to excommuni-

., 0ership in an is tocese who persist in maintaining
r '::'mpatible with rh~nehof a dozen organizations he deems

..... arholic ob c urch's faith.
: , 0 servers te dn as · highly rme Bishop Fabian Bruskewi·tz·s

• L•·- unusual" d · 
1 
j/ a~ong Roman '. an it has engendered mixed

. e bishop's d cardinals and bishops
~ve- ecree target · .· ·..1 -:. are ··perilous" s a spectrum oforganizations he
de Planned p or alien to the Catholic Faith They

, 110 k arenthood d ·c Society· an the euthanasia-promoting
1 un. which str;ev~ral Masonic-affiliated groups; Call to
1 r ch: and ultra-tra~T .Y pr?motes change in the Roman
:-' movement of th tifnanstgro~ps connected to thebreak-

{' uskewitz's d e ate Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre.
•-:~ groups rni~r~e declared that memberships in any of
ciln Diocese b e ~nded by Roman Catholics in the 
1 ·,.11ng Holy C Y April 15 or they will be barred frern
1 ,~erships we ornrnunion. Catholics persisting in such
~·, later, Ma rf

5
10 b~ automatically excommunicated a

,urrnalfy inv~lve · Thi.s type of excommunication would
-uty of the public confrontation· rather it would be
• n f person wh h . , , ., rem the sa O as incurred the sanction t0

• 1 to Action's craments until the inhibition is removed.
· q as invalid national headquarters condemned the

, ~· Bruske~~~1a~everal .canon lawyers supported their
!-; ~up lo overturner deni.ed an .appeal by 16 members
~ k 'Q~t to appeal tthe edict, while noting that the group

ev.•,tz told o the Pope.
-'\.lh1 h the Net! . ,· f led to his d tons) Catholic Reporter, that the
. to Calf to Act· ecree was the founding of the Omaha

o · . ion· thusin minister in th' ere, he claimed, priests lacking
1 Shi 9 unauthoriz ~ diocese celebrated the opening
1 Jn iP. · to any hist~. texts and ''a creed. .which had no
, .s_s ~een as one nc creeds of the Catholic Church."
Mas Br Uskewitz . of the most conservalive American
, n ...,.i se.rvers-~~ one of only two bishops barring
: sho cat~ons afflic/· notably, has not experienced the
, ics ~ said that s· ing ~ost ot the American Church.

• ""'
1
s ave told h, . ince he issued the ultimatum a number

.._., o i 1m th · • l"Vali nc1uded Tl ey quit the banned groups.
0nA, C::31•,1_.,.\'.,

7:e•~~~'.'.mg.ton P_ost. Catholi? World 
. II "I.:,,.•' .. ,,- .... \.\T't 1,.-.:,u·r 

ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS: 
*THE PROVINCE OF CHRIST THE KING. a longstand·

ing U.S. Continuing Church, reports in recently distributed
material that it has some 50 parishes and msstons. sr.ow­
ing that it has remained stable since such data was last
rsceived by TCC in the late 1980s. The congregations are
grouped largely in the west-mainly in California-and tt:e
east. with only a few in the countr/s midsection. The
jurisdiction. which has an estimated 3,000 members based
on the parish count. is led by the Rr. Rev. Robert S. Morse.
'THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AMERICA'S House of

Bishops and Executive Council ·ga11e serious ihcught ~nd
discussion" to ACA's diocesan s!ructure at a recentmeeting
in Phoenix, following difficulties which began with thedepar·
ture of ACAs eastern province archbishop amid miscor:duct
allegations early last year. Both par.els decided to rscom­
mend to the next General Synod that the Continuir.g Church
body have just one province i:istead of two (East ar.d Wes_l),
and that there be iive dioceses instead ot the current six.
Under the proposal, Wyoming. Wisconsin. Mich;gan: :rnnois
and Indiana would iorn the D1ccese of rhe M1ssoun /alley.
and Alabama, Mississippi. Tennessee. Kentucky and W~st
Virginia would join the Diocese of tr.e Eastern U.S. Taking
into account what other churches have done ar.d expen·
enced the Council also adoptad a plan to rework the pr~sent
policy 'and procedure tor respondir.g lo allegaton_s o~mis·
conduct by a clergyman or c:her church ott,cer. E t:~~1~:o 

*THE NEW PRESIDING BISHOP OF TH , c
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA (lJ_CN~)- 
a small C?ntinuing Church body. ha~;::e:ir:;~1\:.n;t
visitation 1n thar role: to t~e C~~~hireven Charles Recer.
Walton Beach.. Florida. .he V • 11 North Carolina. was
sr., rector of Ali Saints. Hills~t~~~ ·f\pnl 13, •,•,ith ret:red
consecrated in Pensacola. o, , I consecrator. Reber
UECNA Bishop Ogden iv!llferl as c1;~~ retired fate last year 
succeeds Bishop John Gram e~b~; 10 take part in the ntes. 
and tor health reasons. was un
. UECNA release . EXECUTIVE couNCIL 

•THE EPISCOPAL CHUAC6N~L ASSOCIAT10N OF 
HAS ENDORSED A N:JlreMENT jm1ting su~por1 tor 
EVANGELICALS.(NAE) h.=> statement notes that in st:~ 
persecuted Chns.:18;:~ Te1~al Chris'.i~ns. and' ca~~fh'i~- 
fo

re1gn nations e g . ns of terror 1n1t1ated bY.·· h.P •
t

d by "re1g • 1 nd wcrs , •
have been targe e d b' Christian, fail 1 a
URS who feel threatene Y --2.7 



BRIEFS Continued from previous page 

and urges the U.S. governmen_t to dea! more forcef~Uy with
persecuting governments. While offe_nng some praise, the
National Council of Churches declined _to endorse the
statement, a spokesman said, because It _was felt NCC
needed to be concerned with t~e persecution of anyone,
not just Christians. - The Washington Post. /RO 

• AT AN EPISCOPAL WEDDING IN ALEXANDRIA, VIR­ 
GINIA the rector overheard one member of the bridal party
asking' why there was only_ one.. can~le lit on the ~dv~~t
wreath, to which another replied, I don t know'. but I think It s
because it's their first marriage." - Virginia Episcopalian 

OF GENERAL INTEREST: 
*THE SHROUD OF TURIN WILL BE DISPLAYED 

AGAIN for veneration by the faithful in 1998 and in the year
2000, the Archdiocese of Turin has announced. Believed by
many to be the burial cloth of Christ, the Shroud bears the
image of a tortured. crucified corpse. In 1988 independent
tests in three European laboratories concluded that the
Shroud was fabricated in the 13th century, but since then
there have been calls for further testing due to the possibility
of contaminated results. In 1990 the Vatican agreed there
may have been problems with the carbon dating tests and
that further tests were needed. - Christian News 
'THE FIRST WOMAN TO PRESIDE OVER THE LU­ 

THERAN CHURCH IN ASIA is the Indian pastor Katakshama
P. Raj. a 59-year-old theologian partly educated in the U.S.

She was elected president of the 35,000-member Evang~li­
cal Lutheran Church of the Good Samaritan in South India.
If all goes according to plan, the bishop will be invested in
November. Lutheranism worldwide gained its first woman
bishop. Maria Jepsen of Hamburg, in 1992. - English 
Churchman 

'THE 450TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF MARTIN 
LUTHER saw prominent and ordinary Germans streamin_g
into Eisleben, the small East Germar. town which was his
birthplace and the site of his death. The anniversary was the
occasion of widespread reappraisal of the legacy of the
German monk whose actions led to the Protestant Reforma­
tion of the 16th century. - Ecumenical News International 

• A REPORT BY GERMANY'S U:.f.\DING PROTES­ 
TANT CHURCH SAYS NONCELIBA1t: HOMOSEXUALS 
COULD BE ORDAINED IN CERTAIN CIRCUM­ 
STANCES. But the report said the Evangelical Church in
Germany (EKD), whose 24 member churches represent
the overwhelming majority of Germany's Protesta_nts,
should not issue a blanket decision to allow such ordina­
tions, rather permitting them only in "individual cases"
where there is an "ethically responsible" gay lifestyle and
certain other conditions are met. The report, which also
opens the door to same-sex blessings, has been accepted
by EKD's council as a "contribution to the present debate."
- Ecumenical News International 
*AN AUSTRALIAN BUDDHIST MILLIONAIRE'S 

PLANS TO SET UP A SUICIDE CENTER IN SYDNEY has
caused a furor. Australia has one of the world's highest
suicide rates, and legalized euthanasia, already approved

Continued on Back Cover 
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The presenting bishops indude Keith Ackerman (Quincy, IL);
Maurice Benitez (f exas. retired); James Coleman (West Tennes­
see): John Howe (Central Florida): Jack Iker (Fort Worth); Stephen
Jecko (Florida): Terence Kelshaw (Rio Grande): John-David
Schofield (San Joaquin, CA); James Stanton (Dallas); and WIiiiam
Wantland (Eau Claire. WI). The ten indude both those for and
against women's ordination, which some see as the innovation
that unleashed the full force of revisionism that has led to the
court's failure to uphold historic sexuality doctrine.

"Deeply Flawed And Erroneous" 
At the Dallas conference, attended by some 40 reporters and

other observers, the presenters forcefully rejected the court's
opinion as •deeply flawed and erroneous."

'The distinction of 'Core Doctrine· from other 'doctrinal teach­
ing· is without precedent or foundation in the [Prayer Book], the
resolutions ofGeneral Convenrion, or the canons of the church ..
they said. "The very term 'Core Doctrine' is a specious lnventl;n
ofthe court... In their "Statement of Exceptions," they noted that
while the court referred to the lectures of C.H. Doclct published
in l 936 under th: title Apo~oll~. Preaching as its authority for
craft,~g the term Core Doctrine, that term does not appear In
Dodd s lectures.

Quoting General Convention. the bishops deciared their con­
tinued commitment to the teaching "that marriage, and marital
fidelity and sexual chasrtty are the standard of Christian sex

1... dhh uamorality. an t at omosexual behavior "departs from th
biblical norm." They said they "stand within the Anglican con­
viction that the church has 'authorirv in controversies of faith;

28 

and yet it cannot ordain anything that is contrary ro God's Word
written. neither may it so expound one place of Scripture, that
It be repugnant to another (Articles of Religion. XX)." 

Their comments were flanked by those from key supporting
organizations. The executive director of Episcopalians United.
the Rev. Todd Wetzel, said the verdict "was even more starkly
heterodox" than expected-"a tacit validation of homosexual­
ity·-which has condemned ECUSA "to still more anarchy and
conHict." Both Scripture and the Prayer Book "dearly teach.. that
Christians are to reserve sexual intimacy for the sacrament ~~
marriage," and the court "did not have authority to change
church teachings.

He said the "fallout from this disastrous rulingwill be far worse
than the bad publicity" many believe Righter's acquittal s~ares
the church. "Now that [ECUSA) denies the sanctity of marriage.
on what basis will it ask priests to honor [it)?

"With this ruling, [E.CUSA] as a national entity will continue to
fragment and devolve... " with

The traditionalist Episcopal Synod of Amerlc.a (~.'.']j
11 

not
Which four of the presenters are aligned. declared it

I
g of

recogniz.e" the court's "open rejection of the dear teachc1:uel
Holy Scripture... " ESA Executive Dir:ctor, the ~ev.b;~een
Edwards, spoke of a possible "break in communion 'd ESA
E · - "Hesa1p1scopal1ans who accept it and those who do not-

11 
other

·· Jwith,1intends to work with these "brave chief pastors anc "rive
f . f and ere"aith ul Episcopalians to serve the Gospel In new ' d he

. . . " fl e Syno .ways, and perhaps through new institutions. 1 parate
.. · weseadded, takes seriously the Bible's requirement char b tween

olce eourselves from those who deny the Gospel. TI1e ch
1

~r one
r.--'' i,e a Ce,,
'-11..1\l s truth and the institutional church ought to -11 

0 . ued on page 3 Con11t1 _ 
) 
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ECUSA's "Schism From Truth" 
I O 1995 year-end review we wrote that ii seemed a "final 
n ur d h R. h ' " · chapter" was being written in ECUSA. an t e 1g tercourt s snrn ~ • · f · ·~ ·1 to find anv doctrine barring the ordination o pracncmg 

di ure , . r tJ . . .. I . fr
homosexuals has virtually completed 11. n us major sc 11Sm om. 
truth .. (as ESA"s Fr. Edwards put it) the court mancm:ered around
the Church's 2.000-year. Scripture-based understanding to arnve
at a convenient fiction that turns the rabies on '"The Emperor ·s New
Clothes": instead ofpretending something is there. the court wants 
us all to pretend that its nor. Meanwhile. a _bishop who has three 
wives li\·in!! is !!oing 10 tell us-1•13 a lucrative book deal-about
··commillecf' g,~y u~ions and his experience as defendant in the
ecclesiasuca! trial of rhc century' 

A fuller response to this must await a less-crowded issue. But
we certainly wish tio: starters) to applaud the one bright light on

the court. Bishop Fairfield of North Dakota. who alone bravely
defended the Faith ngainsl the betrayal perpetrated by his fellow 
bishops; and the forceful and articulate dissents from the court ·s 
opinion voiced by the presenter bishops and other likerninded
leaders.

But the Righrerdccision and other markedly heightened assaults
on orthodox adherents in the last year- the canonical steamroller
on women priests, overt persecution in two dioceses. ctc.-shoulcJ
clearly demonstrate (for anyone still in doubt) thaI ECUSA·s 
heterodoxy has become a speeding train-and that all internal 
orthodox resistance efforts to date hm·e failed to .wop it. Even if
convention (against all odds) applies the brakes. past experience
strongly suggests this will not hold nor stop gay ordinations;
liberals never take no for an answer.

So. if I hey don ·t wa11I to get hit by the Iibeml locomonvc=as 
so much ofECUSA's orthodox spirit and constituency already has 
over Ilic last 20 years-ii is time for Episcopalians who are really
serious about their faith 10 get out of the way-in order to remain
withi» IJ1e Way. the Truth and the Life. We must begin to have from
orthodox bishops and their followers some word on the concrete 
consequences their convictions have or will have: otherwise those
convictions are meaningless.

As further incentive, we might note the view of Fr. Edwards 
( whose latest article in Foundations we heart i I y commend) that the 
court ·s decision has defined ECUSA as neither catholic nor re­
fanned but as an "idolatrous seu." Perhaps. under the circum­ 
stances. ECUSA"s ncll' 1110110 should he: .. We practice safe sects." 

MISSING DOCTRINE Continued from Page 28 
for the biblical Christian ... "

Orthodox Backlash 
Interim responses outlined by rhe presenrers were on the

whole rather temperate, however, pending action on their pro­
posed canonical amendment.

On May 28 rhe presenter bishops I) disassociated themselves
from acrions of bishops, dergy or dioceses which sanct ion
homosexual practice. bur not from the clergy or dioceses them­
selves: 2) said they would not ordain or license priests for their
dioceses who will not subscribe ro the standard cited in their
proposed canon; 3) declared thar orthodox episcopal ministry
"must be provided to clergy and laity in dioceses led by bishops
who have departed" from rhe church's historic sexuality teach­
ings. bur-questioned about this by reporters-made no assur­
,rn~es rha'. they would cross diocesan fines to provide it; 4) urged
Episcopal,ans ro express to church leaders rheir "commitment
ro biblical faith and practice... and to "direct their personal 
resources. as a matter of scewardship" to orthodox ministries·
and 5) said rhey would act to create a fellowship of orthodox 
parishes ,md dioceses nationally and inrernationaJly.

The larrer two efforts, as well as various declarations of
• mp,1ired communion, have been made or proclaimed in recent

:•ears.and since ECUSA ·s direction has been unaffected, it was 
, 111clear whether an impact could be expected this rime. Ar
r~·:essrime. the only substantive financial "hit" of which rec was 
• .vare was tne decision of the Diocese of Central Florida to send
•-, our $100,000 that would have supported the nal'ional church
otbet missionary causes.
Several sources are predicting significant losses for ECUSA in

,, 11 members and fun.ding du~ to the :ourt's ruling. though this 
, ~. • be more cumul~t,ve than 1mmed1ate: at this writing grass­
:s reaction was difficult to gauge, but seemed a somewhat

muted mix of those who seemed to be in some level of shock
and unable to fully react, and those who had heard little or had
yet to fully understand the Import of the court's rather complex
decision. The bishops' May 28 statement. which includes their
proposed canon, is being circulated throughout the church to
raise awareness and for additional signatures. and thus could
produce a stronger response in the coming months. The Impact 
of conservative forces may grow exponentially, as well, if the
statement is supported by most bishops who signed the 1994
"Affirmation" of Christian sexual norms and/or who backed the
move to proceed to trial in the Righter case. An ESA meeting In 
late June. said to be booked solid. may provide another spring­
board.

. · "willThough one orthodox prelate (Howe) has flatly said he ·
not support an apostate church" (and another-Wantland­
plans to resign if convention mandates women priests ~ ex­ 
pected), the presenter bishops were, however. silent about any
Joint plans they may have ro "separate from those who deny the
Gospel" and provide for the faithful if their proposed can: fal~ 
at General Convention-as many seasoned obseNers ~
prior bids for a canonkal "fix" of the matter failed. and the new 

fr well-or-orthodox canon is sure ro face a counter-proposal om n-
. ·d~ro~gan,zed forces with top-level backing: sources Sill rt 

non may also attempt to "deal" wirh withheld financial_ sup~~
.. . 15 perrpheraThere are those who will see these issues ' ently,. a· h p Howe recmatters which we can aeree to disagree. is O t see

v 'd does notold his flock. "Please be aware that the other _51 e . £(USA} Is
them that way. Bishop Spong.. has recently_ said chat I this paint.
engaged in a battle to the death over these issues. On
he and I are in complete agreement." . . Voice. n1e 
Sources included Episcopal News Service. Umted YI. rk r;rnes. 
Vtashington Times, The Washingto~ Post. T/Je Ne": n ~bserver. 
Ctvistian News, The Post and Couner (SC), Chns/la 
Church Times, U.S. News and World Report , 
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'I r . S: J-1111c, ~lcs,r~. G,•rald ( au, 111' R·· . Fun,•.,1 
K rchcrukcr. :is"1da1cs: 1he . "'.· 
n I •'!f,/-17'·'1olS. nur.l!t'll, t ca,:on: ,, - 
" I .; t '. .; ~ ',

Detroit 
Mariners' Cht1(Ch 
(1\IJ(OIIIJI/IOII.I) 

170 E. Jefferson Avenue: Sun HC 8:30 
& I J a. SS and Nur..ery at 11 .i: Thur§ 
HC 12: IOp: (All svcs 1928 13CPl; The 
Rev, Rich3rdlngalls: J!3i259-2."lQ6 

MINNESOTA 
St. Louis Park (Minneopotis) 
Anglican Church ofSt. Dunstan
(,luglimn (/111rc/1111 :lmrrrca! • 
4241 Brookside Avenue: Sun l!C 8:.10a 
(MP J ;1 Sun): HC & SS J(}a: (~ursery 
cm IOa,: Tees 7p Bihle Study: All 
service, 1928 llCP: The Re\·. William 
Sistennan: 6 I '.?!920-9121 

OREGON 
Bend 
St. Paul's Angficnn Church· 
(Ang/if OIi Cfmrdr in ,\merica} . 
123 NW Fr~n~lin Ave: Sun 8 Low
;\lass. JOa ChurJI Euchari~l. Chu~h
School: Wed !Oa HCtlfcJhng: 19-'-S 
BCP/Amcrican :'lli,s:il: TI1~ R~,·- 

G , I · ,- 1• ,Ql/1S.>-177~ Srnnl,;y . " acgtrv u . . . . 

Portland 
The Cathedral P,Jrish of St. Mark 
I lirn/inm Chun·h in Alllt'fl<'OI ., 
I ,, I '.,., ... ~J 
01· "W 'J·· .\w: Sun ·'"' ,, ••''' ·I -'" - ,. • v·dctfr 

Solemn ~fa,s l(b ,,_h1!d_c_~re pro ~, . 
w~·kdal' ;\la.<~,: \\',-<l ~.Jtlp. Th . 

6
;0•. F. 1,. ;or· s:i1 HC s.1: [he
:. a. n •·· • · The: Ver,· 

Mosl Rev. R<lhrn Connor.., . . 
Rev. Dartl:lllt.! ,\nJwon (ct al\. 
so3/2'.!J-mJ 

PENNSYLV.-\NlA
Philadelphia . 
. h f "t jumes rite Lc.'LS Churc o ·' · 

1Ef!i,H•'l'1fC/wrtftl, . Su11 L,1w \l:i"
11,-: W (ktrlldJ Si .. · L , 
---• . J'i'l'\:>llllli11Cf t)\ 
~-,· Sun~ ~I;"' · · · • \\' .1·J·•1·, '. . .. I} ll' t.'t'Jto .... 
;vr:1,, will! f1}1'.~11~ •• iip: \fol 111.•
I . , .• ·1 m·, -~ 1 trur- 

,\ :L-i><'·. ,j .. 1(11· ,\!llCriL:lll .
Fri 9:i: S:1l .. :.- . Th, I{.:,·. D-" h)
'"'Vi 1>2S HCP: ' .\h. · , -

1
,.,1.,767 

Ou,k)': - I~ --· . 

Greenville· 
Holv T rinitv ;\n~lic;1n Church 
::1.r.:/Ji1 ,;n Cln;r. h ,·,1. \11;,•r .. r1, 
717 8Llncr,r,i~ ~1.: Sun IIJ I!(' '•. E• 
1nd & ~th,: 1()1~ R(P: fo: P.~1 L.~
Cole: ~l13/232-~~~2 

Spnrtanhurg 
SI. Francis Church 
1An~•!:1 ,u: Ch:1rd:mJn:(·;. :11 
6(11 Wchticr Rel: Sun L,,·, '.l.1•' ~-,. 
Edu.:-.::tion ,}~1. 5l·,krt:r1 th{:-t ~I.~,, ;,·•.1. 
E•:cn,or:g S:. n,.-r,i:;.h:ti~•n ·~r. \\..~l1 
~I;;,, 7p: FnJ:,) .'.1:t,, :-; .. -;;: D-,: R~• 
CJnon K.:nncih Du:c,. :,-,::,,r. ir.i R~·. 
Dr. Jame, L:p<.e), .:.ir.ll~:
~6-1/579-.10~9. i.11 ;i7'1-!ri:n: 
s,Fr:u1ci,,@,\OLCO:..1 

;\!pine . . .
Holv Cross An!lhL-:.m Church
t-111•:lirun (l:u;;·/r ;n \,i;,-."1<',I• . 
~ ;· tl 11 Bn,o;n: Sun HC 11

1.1: 11•'·!.
.. _n ,. ... . '" .. HC noon: H0!:, D.:.y, HC ,.,:·11• '. 
SCP: TI1t Rev. A. S:Lxtlln-\~1lh..:m,. 
915/!l.H-7-16.l 

VIRGIN1\ 
Arlington . 
Churd1 of St. .\Ja1th1as 
, .\n~lic·,nt (J:nn·h in .·\nt(ffCtJi 
;.,,, \\' t,,n 01,J. 1WiJ,on Blnt. 
~-~· I' 'y \IP 'lh(hn•l:JJJ Churd11. Si:n II( J J. ..

Sun,: ·n,~ Re,·. Si~~fn~J ~mi:~:
-()1/' • l <l, 1.101N63-:\7:6: , ·. --· · · · · 

.\VSTRALL\ 
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