BRIEES Continued! from Page 25

“THE TOWN AND BASILICA OF ASSISI; ITALY—
usually a hubof activity every. St. Francis Day (@ctober
4)—was ‘practically a ghost tewn” on that date this year,
following earthquakes on and after September 26 which
caused widespread damage to ltaly’s central regions: of
Umbria and Marches. The Basilica of St. Francis emerged
as the symbol of the pain caused by the quakes. Huge
chunks of the vaulted ceiling in the basilica’s upper sanc-
tuary collapsed, killing four people inside, and its renowned
frescoes, including a cycle of 28 paintings depicting the
life of St. Francis by the Renaissance master Giotto, were
damaged. “It’'s a disaster,” said one of about 40 art restor-

_ ers volunteering their time and skill at the basilica. “Parts
of the frescoes are irreparable. They aren’t just chunks of
plaster, but tiny, tiny fragments which will be almost im-
possible to piece together.” The traditional Mass for St.
Francis’ name day was held outside a church a few miles
fromithe tewn. More recently—though worshippers were
warned of continued risk—the first mass since the quakes
was held in the basilica’s crypt, in front of the tomb of St.
Francis. - The Washington Post

*MEANWHILE, IN EARLY OCTOBERAT ST. PETER’S
BASILICA IN ROME, about 200 representatives of the
internationall “We Are Church” liberal reform group pre-
sented to Vatican officials a petition bearing 2.5 million
signatures from 20 countries. Supporters of the petition
areltirging changes inichurch teaching on marriage, birth
control, abortion, homosexuality, and priestly ordination
andicelibacy. Tihe petition was submitted on the 35th an-
niversary of the start of Vatican Ii. - Our Sunday Visitor

““ALMOST 50/ PERCENT” OF THE WORLD COUN-

CIL OF CHURCHES® 330 MEMBER CHURCHES “DO
NOT CONTRIBUTE ANYTHING to the financial re-
sources” of the WCC, says its General Secretary, Dr.
Konrad Raiser. The result is that, despite recent improve-

. mentininvestment returns and efforts at financial stabi-
lization, the WCC is again experiencing declining income
and severe financial strain. Membership contributions can
nolonger be treated as optional and voluntary; they have
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*A SCHOOL OPENEDIIN/19 .
WOMEN| THE CHANCE TO STUDY HINDU SCM%F;]'EH
TURES! has developed intera seminary traml?g e
for the Hindu priesthood, a roleiclosedto t.hem or il
turies. Pushpa Thatte, one of the head|priestesses A
school and widow: of its founder, saysithatitnefnove Yé’o
priestessesiiswell received by many. lihe schoolinas:
students. - ThelWashington Times

*SALES OF NEW DOLLS DRESSED! IN THE TRA-
DITIONAL HABITS OF ROMAN CATHOLIC NUNS;
manufactured by anilllinois Polish-Americanifamily, are
runningjat 100-plus a week. But the dolls?traditional gart
has some Americaninuns irked. The National Goalition
of American Nuns, to:whichi 1,800l0f morelthan 87,000
nuns in the U.S. belong, has called for a boycott of the
nunidolls. - Ecumenical News International

“HAVE GUN; WILL PRAY: The Associated Baptist
Press reports that it is legall for citizens of Texas who
h_ave alicenseto carny a concealed weapon taitakeltheir
pistolsiinto churches, unlesstherelis a sign.on the church
door forbiddingit. - Ecumenical News!Internationaj
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* Bishop’s View On Gay Law Rattles C Of E
* Canadian Bishops Update Homosexuality Policy
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SHOE-HORNED THEOLOGY

While I' was reading a back issue (Jan-Feb '97) of T€C
recently, a line in the open letter that Martha €. Eischen had
written to [ECUSA] bishops via your magazine struck a fa-
miliar chord:

“I find it curious that those who don’t recognize
Scripture as the absoelute authority try so hard to
make: it fit their agenda to support their
counterfeit claims” (emphasis hers).

Shades of a statement by Albert Schweitzer on the first page
of the last chapter of his monumental Quest!, titled, “Results.”
That chapter gave a scathing summary of the attacks on the
Bible, as well as on Christ, by the Higher Critics.

Init, Schweitzer says that the image of the non-divine Jesus
of Nazareth that the eritics tried to create “has not been de-
stroyed from without,” but rather “by the concrete historical
problems which came tol the surface one after another...”
These problems, “in spite of all the artifice, art, artificiality,
and violence which was applied to/them, refused te be planed
down to fit the designion which the Jesus of the theology of
the last 130! years has been constructed, and were no) sooner
covered over than they appeared again in new form.”

So muchi for the liberals’ pious claim that they only follow:
truth wherever it may lead them.

Too bad that the recent events in Philadelphia showed that
the' bishops, as well asi the delegates, paid no attention to
Martha Eischen’s excellent letter.

The Rev. Warwick Aiken, Jr.
700 Riverside Drive
Eden, Norvth Carolina 27288

CHARITY AND LOGIC,
OR LACK THEREOF

The Dioceses of Dallas and Fort Worth have entered' into a
convenient, and'very charitable, arrangement by which, in ef-
tect, female ordination and ministry, [unrecognized by the
Bishop of Fort Worth], would fall under the episcopal supervi-
sioniof the Bishopiof Dallas. Thoughi this brief statement may
be cutting comners in the intricacies of the'agreement, one must
at least see in it a friendly aceeptance of differences in a man-
ner that preserves communication and keeps alive the dream
of reconciliation...

[I'am' a Continuing Churchmani who' has} never been one
to say that I know the (Episcopal Church’s) decision (to or-
dain women) to be wrong. But the manner of its adoption

and of its imposition has become infused into the whole atti-
tude of ECUSA. The Holy Scripture must be changed to agree
with the idea of women’s participation as part of the ordained
clergy. After this step was taken, concepts of morality ac-
cepted for thousands of years have been rejected. Finally.
the greatest horror of all, the Gospel of our Lord is now, in
[ECUSA]J, to be regarded as but one of many paths (o the
redemption of humankind. All this has been done by a politi-
cal process [which began with the] rejection: of the Prayer
Book and ([historic holy order].

ECUSA's acceptance of women's ordination seems [less
significant than] other developments within that body. But it
remains a clear and precise difference, and, one would think,
in the Dallas-Fort Worth agreement, an insurmountable hurdle
of logic. Fort Worth, recognizing only male ordination, ac-
commodates Dallas, which does ordain women, so that both
can remain in the same overall church. But how can Fort
Worth recognize the validity of Dallas at all'if it does not
recognize its ordination of women?

How irenic that charity holds together two dioceses which
differ on doctrine, while no doctrinal difference but only lack
of charity still separates the Anglican Catholic Church, the
Anglican Church in America and the (Anglican) Province of
Christ the King, and...others.

Paul H. Walker
21 Milton Road
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146

MORE ON “ANGLICAN REBELS”

Dr. Allen Guelzo, in his (May) article, “Anglican Rebels:
Toward a Theology of Exile,” seems to overlook some perti-
nent facts.

As in the Old Testament exiles of the Jews that he cites,
exile is usually brought about by a forced departure from
one’s homeland' or...religion.

We who! left ECUSA were in forced exile from our be-
loved'Anglican Catholic faith as long as we remained in post-
1976/ ECUSA. When we voluntarily separated from ECUSA,
we simply cut off the part of us that was a continual occasion
of sin, in compliance with Our Lord’s commandment (Mark
9:43-48). We are not exiles from Anglicanism. We are the

Continued on Page 24
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Angels Unawares

A FEW YEARS AGO, ON A BLEAK DECEMBER DAY
IN ADVENT, 1 took the bus up (o the Brookland area here in
Washington to do some shopping. Most Washingtonians would
never think of that part of town when shopping comes to mind,
but actually it is a treasure trove if you know what you’re
looking for. One of the finest theological bookstores in the
country is there, as well as some wonderful small shops.
Brookland also hosts a few monasteries, the Catholic Univer-
sity of America, a Dominican Priory, and'a few seminaries,
Orthodox, Catholic and
Protestant.

Unfortunately, all these
wonderful places sit amidst
4 poor and marginalized
population, and the area A
can be very unsafe, espe- ¢
cially at night. One leamns &£
to be careful.

It was a few weeks be-
fore Christmas, and the
rawness of the winter had abated somewhat, so [ thought |
would take a bus ride through the city, which, believe it or not,
I'have always enjoyed. The H4 and HS bus routes take you on

. anincredible journey, for as the bug winds its way through the
City streets, you see some of the wealthiest and some of the
Poorest sections of the city, Magnificent houses on Immacu-
lately-kept, tree-Tined streets soon give way (o urban blight, to
<acophonous sounds reverberating between burned-out
townhouses, Brookland is somewhere in the middle of all this.

After a nice lunch and a walk through some bookstores, |

Headed to my ultimae destination—alittle shop on Qu incy Street
INE, called the Icon and Book Service. Adjacent to an Orthodox
Tmonastery, the store is an absolute wonder. You wouldn’t think
rmuch of it passing by on the sireet, but inside it 15 a sight to
ehold. Books, candles, incense, liturgical music and icons ev-
erywhe ome hand-painted in Greece and Russia, some mass

Produced, all beautiful, The Orthodox use these as a means of

prayer; for other Christians they can act s reminders of Chris-

Lizn history, or sympby,

man Catholic se
nd in New Wi

in f

AR A w‘mzm%mﬁmnawm :

L Are you a Christian?” he asked me.
I replied a bit nervously.
you walked by,” he said, When I looked into his

eyes, I'realized he was completely blind. %

way. I thought the cold' air migh}: rcvivet:hme.hl didn’t quite
“revival” I was about the get, though. :
ex}l)(:;;l;(heed down Quincy Street to [2th Street NE, heading for
the train. There was a scattered assortment of liquor 1Etforﬁ(s,
wig shops, bars and other urban fare. There were lots 0] 0 :
just “hanging out,” oblivious to the cold. Some weres IO}I:‘I'
less; some seemed drunk, but all seemed to be saying in t' elr
minds, of me; this fellow must be lost. I was n(?t womedl,
though. I'have a firm belief not only in angels but in persona
guardian angels. This might seem strange to some, but ltIl’S a
belief [ had'as a boy which has only become stronger as ['ve
rown in years and in the Christian Faith.

: It was jyust as I was thinking of my guardian angel thata
strange hand reached out and grabbed me, not with v101encc(:i,
but with a decidedly firm grip. I was startled. I swung aroun
and' saw before me an elderly black man, bearded, wearing a
navy blue pea coat that had seen better days. L

“Xre yoga Christian?” he asked me in a kir}d VOlSC.h We:]lt,
yes,” Ireplied a bitnervously. “T thought so,” said he, “I't oug
s0 when you walked by.” I looked into his eyes, quder.mg
what would happen next, and was jolted by the I'Cif:llll?)tlolr(l
that he was completely blind. There were no eyes gazing bac
atime, just a penetration of white.

“Woilld yoﬁ help me?” he asked as he handed me Wh'attI
realized was an ATM  card. “I can’t seem to get my way 1nio

* - O A0 Ce
the bank.” We were standing at the front of a Citibank offi 2
with one of those electront

cally locked doors that re-
quires an ATM or credit
card to open. As if I could
believe a blind man was
handing me his ATM card,
[ put the card in the door
and it opened.

As I began to say. good-
bye, now that he was i the
bank, the man grabbed my

s
armiagain. “Could you helpime get money out of the = ac}gni}_
he asked. “Well, yes,” Iiteplied, taking his card/again an bl;r 2
ting it in the slot. “ suppose you’ll want my code rlumde T
the mani said, and then he blurted out his pel‘sona} /iobliﬁd
punched the code in, and believe it or not, it worked!
man had given me access to his bank accounts. oh 1

“How much money would you like?” I inquired. T_"V(I’ntzgzs
dred dollars,” he answered. [ asked the machine for this in his
money, and out it came. He took the bills, and pm‘the;:?sl card
pocket without even fingering them. I handed him 1in the
and his receipt, which [ looked at. He had more money son,’
bank than [ haq ever had in my entire life. “Thank Y. obu’fore a
?ji $aid: “Some days I have o wait for a few hours be

nistian walks by, ”

We walked outyinto the cold December air, and V-‘II:;CZSS
E!h%ma” Walk downi the street strewn with broken bottle

ebris,

e
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“Well, yes,”
“I thought so when

; with
: Every Christmas T think of that trusting old blind m?:?"l him
heavenly vision, or perhaps with a guardian angel t© nderful
that a Christian wag o his way to help him. It was & W%er that
&ift that year, 494 every time [ think of him, I remer ense O
WIS 8y when this varge in Hebrews finally made $
me: Ley brotherly Jpye continue, Be not forgetft
strangers; for thereby some have entertained ange’ o

William Brmlbfo
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AMASSIVE FUNERAL PROCESSION for young | |SStls
Christians murdered in an Islamist attack on St. :
George's Orthodox Church int Abu Qurqas,

Egypt, last February. L

 To The Lions, Again?

- The Rev. Keith Roderick describes an alarmingly widespread
problem that is only now beginning to get the attention it
- deserves im Congress and the western Church

When we asked Fr. Roderick to write about a subject all too
familiar to him since 1982—the persecution of Christians in
various parts of the world—we knew it was an unusual topic
to address during the Advent/Christmas season; it will not add
to anyone’s, Christmas cheer: But over the past year we have
become aware. that the oppression of Christians is both wide-
spread and escalating. The fact that even the “introductory
survey” of this topic we requested from Er. Roderick resulted
in a two-part article, the second section to
be run next month, served only to illustrate
how many. of our. fellow Christians i other:
nations are suffering, and suffering now, for
the Faith of Jesus Christ. This should'be' of
deep concern to us;, and what better time (o
remember these persecuted brethren, we ul-
timately concluded, than at this holy season
of Christ's birth? We commend. them to your
prayers.at this time, and.this articleas.a valu-
able source of information about their plight.

Part I

RECENTLY, DEVELOPERS INITALY
ANNOUNCED PLANS for the construction
of a new kind oflamusement park basediupon
anl ancient Roman theme. An October press release said the
park would'include a coliseum, in which there will be a num-
ber of exciting events, including realistic re-enactments of
gladiatorial tournaments and, of course, the torture and killing
of Christians.

Unfortunately, the persecution of Christians is not just some
ancient practice that modern-day showmen hope tosre-create
for the amusement of tourists. More Chuistians have been
martyred in this century for their faith than in' any previous

More Christians
have been

martyred in this

century for their

faith than in any
previous century—
including the first
three centuries of
Christianity.

century—including the first three centuries of Christianity. Two
thousand years after the birth of Christ, His followers con-
tinue to be perceived as dangers to society, worthy of torture.
In some countries of the world today, the blood of Christians
flows as freely as in the coliseums of ancient Rome.

There are two ideological processes active today that are most
responsible for the victimization of Christians in many coun-
tries: communism: and radical Islamization. It is estimated that
nearly 100 million Christians live under the
communist regimes of China, Vietnam, North
Korea and Cuba. At least 24 million Chris-
tians are living in areas of the Near East af-
fected by Islamization. The types of persecu-
tion that Christians face range from' institu-
tionalized' discrimination to  genocide.

Persecution Under
Communism

During the past ten years the Chinese gov-
ernment has waged an intense campaign
against its Christian citizens, whose numbers
are estimated at somewhere between 15 mil-
lion (Chinese government figures) and 100
million. Control is exerted'in part by demand-
ing that all churches register with the government. The Evan-
gelical Protestant house church movement is required to regis-
ter its churches with the official Three-Self Patriotic Movement
of Protestant Churches. Roman Catholics who recognize the
authority of the pope, and are not part of the official Catholic
Patriotic Association unrecognized by Rome, are prosecutediun-
der Article 91 of China’s Criminal Law. Under that statute, any-
one who “colludes with foreign forces in plotting to harm: the

sovereignty, territorial integrity, and security of the motherland™
- e

—N—

FR. KEITH RODERICK is Secretary General of the Coali-
tion for the Defense of Human Rights Under Islamization, the
lazgest coalition of religious and ethnic minovities from Is-
lamic countries. Its over 60 organizations include Armenians,
Assyrians, Eritreans, Copts, Indonesians, lranians, Kashnuries,
Pakistanis, Sudanese, Catholic, Qrthodox, and Protestant

Christians, Jews, Hindus, and Muslins. Fr. Roderick is alse
vicar of St. George's Episcopal Church in Macomb, Hnes,
and Dean of the Quincy Deanery in the Diocese of Quincy. He
teaches religion and philosophy for Speow River College and
Western [llinois University. He and his wife. the former Mary
Beth Hansen, have five children.
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may be jailed for ten years (o life, or
in some cases, executed. :

State religious policy, accordmg {0
President Jiang Zemin, is to “actively
guide religion so that it can be adapted
to socialist society.” Document No. §,
“Circular on Furthen Tackling Certain
Problems of Religious Work," contin-
ues to be the official policy initiative
determining the relationship between
the government and Christians.
China’s Minister of Public Security
identified religion as a hostile force
that is a threat to the government. In
1994, the Chinese Communist Party
Central Committee determined to
work toward the elimination of all in-
dependent religious groups. Thus,
Christians inyolved in the underground
church face great danger on every oc-
casion that they meet for worship.

Just before the recent Washington
summit between President Clinton
and President Jiang, the Chinese gov-
ernment informed the U.S. State De-
partment that Roman Catholic Bishop
SuiChimin of the Diocese of Baoding
Hebi. arrested for protesting the
government's destruction of a Marian shrine, hadbeenreleased

State religious policy, according to
Chinese President Jiang Zemin, is to

“actively guide religion so that it can
be adapted to socialist society.”

a5 a humanitarian gesture. However, human rights activists
report that Bishop Su was never released. Joseph Kung, presi-
dent of the Cardinal Kung Foundation, cailed the lying insidi-
ous but typical of the Tegime, Commenting on the results of
the summit, Kung said, “We didn’t get one thing in regards to
human rights, not a single concession President Jiang received
a pocketful, He didn't release one single dissident.” Bishop
Su previously spent 15 years in the Laogai prison system of
China, He underwent solitary confinement in a small room
filled with water ankle- to hip-deep, unable to sit or sleep for
days. He was hung by his wrists and severely beaten,

A letter, written by Cardinal Kung of Shanghai, was deliy-
ered directly to Jiang Zimen during his breakfast with former
President Bush. In his letter. Cardinal Kung pleaded with the
Chinese leader to release the four imprisoned bishops, nearly
200 priests, and many laypersons presently jailed throughout
China. At this writing, no action had been taken by the Chi-
nese government 1o do so, Joseph Kung, the Cardinal’s nephew,
said that he agrees with the observation that there are now two
foreign policies in the United States; one for Washington, the
other for the business community, “Jt appears that the busi-
ness one is more effective.” said Kung.

As Jiang met with Clinton at the White House, however, the
U.S. House Subcommittee on International Security and Hu-
man Rights convened & special hearing {o receive testimony

e e e 4
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on religious persecytion in China.
Chmese human rights activist Harry
Wa, dlrgctgx’ of the Harry Wu Laogai
Foundation, anq Nina Shea, director
of the Puebla Program on Religious
Ex'eedom for Freedom House, testi-
fied before the committee. Shea noted
that persecution of Chipese Christians
has' grown Noticeably worse Since
1996, and is similar to conditions
Christians faced during China’s Cul-
tural Revolution in the 1960s.

On September 25, Peter Xu Yongze,
leader of one of the largest Evangeli-
cal house church movements, was
sentenced to ten years in a labor
camp. World Evangelical Fellowship
reports that this is the harshest sen-
tence imposed on a Christian since
1982, Itis seen as an indicator of how:
the Chinese government will deal
with church leaders in the future.

The communist regime in China is not alone in its ruthless
suppression of Christianity. In Cuba, the leaders of Evangeli-
cal and' Roman Catholic churches have long been arrested'and
harassed as subversives.

Exiled Pastor Eleizer Veguilla, leader in the casa culto or
house church movement until he fled to the U.S. in 1995, told
of his own persecution to a gathering of religious leaders in
January 1996, Veguilla vividly described how he had been ar-
rested by Cuban police and tortured on February 14, 1994. He
was taken toia basement cell in Havana and pressed to confe}fs
tolespionage for his religious activity. When he refusffd‘ %
Was thrown into a cell with a bear. During 47 days of incar=
ceration and interrogation, he was subjected to mock execu=
tions and! other fear tactics, o il

The Cubani government continues to prohibit open-air =
£ious meetings, restricts access to media, and arbitrarily ar(;
rests Christian leaders. Mission organizations have rfapor:;e
the closure of many Evangelical house churches during
past three years

Although relations between the U.S. and Victnag wl?r:
normalized in 1995, the status of Vietnamese Cllr,lsuansecﬁ:
not dramatically improved. The brunt of Vietnam's person
tion appears to/be focused on Christians of the ethnic Hm Agr;
Hre, Koho, Jeh ang Jerai tribes in the central highlan Sc.i fon
unknown number of Christian leaders have been arresfi tiwo
evangelizing and are serving jail sentences of betwee iest
and three years pr. Trani Quil Thien, a Roman Catholic !ently
whospeng 13 Yyears in'a communist reeducation camp: rle:;f the
RO NG pen il even be adequate to describe 4l impris-
acts of lemrorism, IEPression, suppression; murder "md, ; unely
onment aimed ¢ religious leaders and their f'O“"”"“",ﬁ;,wse
on religious grounds, in Vietnam,” As in China, Y]e[ ;mmu-
authorities yjeyy Christianity as a real threat 10/ thelr &
ISt System.
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Persecution Under Islamization

During this century, Christianity has suffered the greatest
decline in the region of its origins than in any previous cen-
tury. The Evangelical organization, Open Doors, has reported
that the average Christian population in'Middle Eastern coun-
tries has declined' from 20 percent to 7 percent in the past 80
years.

The most dramatic change has occurred in Turkey, which
has a secular constitution. Here the proportion of Christians
has decreased from 22 percent to .15 percent since 1900.
Assyrian Academic Committee president, Dr. John Michael,
has noted that in areas like Turkey and Iran it is difficult to
report major human rights problems facing the indigenous
Assyrian population because they: have been so obliterated.
“There is no problem because there is no one left,”” noted
Michael, Turkey continues to refuse toirecognize the first eth-
nic genocide of this century which it perpetrated against Ar-
menian and Assyrian Christians. Between 1915-1918, one and
a half million Armenians and 350,000 Assyrians died by mass
executions, death marches and starvation at the hands of the
Ottoman Turks, who served as allies and teachers of the Nazi
party in Germany.

Lebanon, prior to its 15-year civil war, had the only Chris-
tian majority population in the Middle East. Since 1975 the
Christian constituency has dropped from 67 to 40 percent. The
present government has tried unsuccessfully to minimize this
further by claiming that Christians now represent less than 25
percent of the population. As thousands of Christian Lebanese
fled their war-torn country, the balance of power and popula-
tion also altered with the immigration of over one million,
predominantly Muslim Palestinians.

The Syrian occupation of Lebanon that resulted from the Taif!
Agreement ending the civil war has further exacerbated the
Christian minority status. The Syrian government has instituted
a policy of Syrianization and Islamization of Lebanon: by im-
porting thousands of Syrian workers. In south L.ebanon, the Syr-
jans have supported the isolation and terrorization of Christian
villages by radical Shiite Mushms. Lebanese human rights or-
ganizations have reported that over 1,000 death warrants have
been issued for Christian leaders in the south. Just north of the
border of the security zone occupied by, the Israeli Defense Forece
and the South I.ebanese Army, the governmenthas begunia mas-
sive construction program designed to isolate Christian villages
in the predominantly Christian: East Sidon, Lebanon, by encir-
cling them withinew.
Muslim villages.
The 125,000 Chris-
tians' inthe security
zone fear they will
be massacred if the
Isnaelil army: with-
drawsifromithe area.
Dr. Walid Phares;
president of the
World Lebanese Or=
ganization, has ob-
served: “I'he’ pro-
cess of [slamization
15'intits eanly stages
inl Lebanon, but it
soon will be as
devastating asiithas

THE CHRISTIAN/CHALLENGE, DECEMBER; 1997

been elsewhere in the Middle East.”

In the Holy Land, hundreds of thousands of Arab Chris-
tians indigenous to the region—caught in the middle of the
fierce struggle between the dominant Jewish and Palestinian
Muslim populations—have been driven out, and live in exile
in other countries. It is estimated that Christians now number
only 125,000, or 1.8 percent of the population, of Israel and
Palestine, while at least 400.000 Palestinian Christians reside
outside the region, most not by choice. A late 1994 article by
William Dalrymple in The Spectator noted that there are now
more Jerusalem-born Christians living in Sydney thaniin Jerusa-
lem. Bethlehem, which had a Christian population of 80 per-
cent until five years ago, is now Muslim. Echoing similar warm-
ings from other informed observers, a top level delegation of:
Palestinian Christian politicians recently told journalists that
the Christian community in the Holy Land could disappear in
the next few years.

Urging “‘dramatic” action to avert this result, Bishop Coadju-
tor Riah Abu El-Assal of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem
and the Middle East recently called for the worldwide Anglican
Church to help fund the return of exiled Palestinian Christians
to their homeland. He wants the Archbishop of Canterbury to
publicly support the cause, and plans to bring it before next
year’s Lambeth Conference. Funding would also be sought from
other sources to finance the exiles’ return and resettlement. “Time
is running out,” he said, and “Palestinian Christians are won-
dering how long they are going to remain abandoned.”

Earlier this year, two members of the Israeli Kenesset proposed
anti-missionary legislation targeting Evangelical Christians. [t was

The Evangelical organization, Open
Doors, has reported that, in the region

| of Christianity’s origins, the average
Christian population has declined from
20 to 7 percent in the past 80 years.

unsupported by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, though, and
declared dead October 29 by Isracl’s Director of Policy Planning

and Communications to the Prime Minister, David Bar-1llan.
Meanwhile, in June this year, a college student was mur-
dered when radical Islamists attacked the small Christian vil-
lage of Touran near
Nazareth. This was
the finst reported
incident ofithis type

in Israel proper
Recent arrests of
several Christinns—
charged' officially
withother offenses—
withinithe Palestin-
ian: Authority are
disturbing because
b

MUSLIM RESETTLE-
MENTS in the East
Sidon wrea af South
Lebanon.
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/ [slam and father of nine 7 . Chris-
::er::\i? zflfgment by the Christian Broadcasting Networ:

inian Authority
i t the Palestinian A .
i ¢ are starting o suspect tha ! e
;;mbegcf;[;;a more influenced by the Islamists gnd acting @
though it iska religious as well as pqhﬂcal_auth(o;léy. Iy
The Christian population has remained fairly stady

imite Ki i sein has been rela-
/ ashimite Kingdom of King Hussein 1 rels
e - litical climate 1S changing 1

ively tolerant. However, the polit ‘ -
gordgn as it has everywhere else in the Middle Eas;- rljiiﬁ?;n
mentalist Muslims now comprise 23 percent ofithe Jo
Parliament.

In Saudi Arabia, S

anyone other than Muslin;s,hChrlstlan

ent, or 580,000. Many: of these are g OrK .
lciorrln several lhousandyindigenous Saudi Christians practice
their faith in complete secrecy and at risk' of deat}i if d.]SC.OV-
ered. The indigenous Saudi faithful are said to be “Christians
in the heart,” their faith being known only to God. In thg last
ten years, the Saudi government bulldozed the last remaining
ruins of the ancient Christian churches of Arabia.

In short, there are a number of factors which have contrib-
uted to the decline of Christians throughout the region, among
them: increased emigration of non-Muslims because of pres-
sures of living as a minority in [slamic dominated societies, a
higher birth rate among Muslims, and continued persecution.
Itican be said that throughout the Islamic world, Christians are
a small minority. that is becoming smaller.

ammed. € .
o was recently featured.m

which allows no freedom of religion for
s number about 4 per-

uest workers; in addi-

A true, critical engagement within
Islam between radical Islamists and
mainstream Muslims has not yet taken
place. Currently, it is the Islamists
who are successfully determining what
it means to be a Muslim,

Islamist Perspective on
Minorities and Human Rights

- Like communism, Islamization is a pofitical process. Islam-

17zation is also a cultural process to establish 2 strict adherence

0 an mﬂ'ex |'ble interpretation of Shari’ ah, Islamic faw as the

m’__'f’g principle of govemment and al] culfura] institul’ions of

m'efyj Militant Islamists (who have rightly noted tha the

ﬁ::;:::{ a]fundaf th:)aer?dtzzl“i]sl [fxl)r them is Inappropriate) press for the
1 0f the “ideal” Islamic S0CIELy to whic "

o ’ (0 which 4ll mempbers
nhat‘ society must conform, Muslims and mm-MuslirIr?sbe %191“
mx great mrzs;on, particularly for non-Muslimsg i

Jslamngts ideological aims were cnergized b th
cessful Islamic Revolution in lran ang e g 1" S
War, which frccd Up a tremendous amgypg
on the Islamic world’s own agenda, With
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A major rift is apparent in the way basic human rights are
viewed by the Islamists and the: governments influenced by
them. Since 1948, the standard for civilized society has been
the' United Nations® Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
Atticle 18 specifically deals with freedom of religion: “every-
one has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and'reli-
gion;| this right includes freedom to change his religion or be-
lief, and freedom, either alone or in community with! others
and in public or private, to manifest his' religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship, and observance.” The Declaration’s
preamble establishes equality among all people as the founda-
tion of a civilized'society. It states that the “recognition of the
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members, of the human family is the foundation of freedom,
Justice, and peace in the world.” !

Guided by the influence of the Iranian scholar, Sultan Hussei
Tabaudeh, and'the Pakistani, Abu’l A’'la Mawdudi, his raio-
nale was rejected because it leads to democratic secularisi:
In'1981 and 1990, Tslamists produced human rights declars:
tions which: guarantee Muslim orthodoxy. The document 152
sued by the 19th Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers I
1990 affitms in its first article that; “All men are equal intems
of basic human dignity and basic obligations without any dis
C{lmination on the grounds of race, color, language, S¢%: feli
g10uS belief, etc.” However, Article I no longer views Pum@”
dignity as being based upon “inalienable rights” bul j
o obligations™ under Islamic law. “All the rights o ﬁe?é
goms.,S“PUlated in'the Declaration are subject to the IS

hart' ah.”

o Sording 0 Prof. Dayid Forte of c1eve1and-Ma_rshﬂ“Ocﬂ‘:};
oefg?ngrlia% there are certain peremptory (imperﬂ.uven: gafe
national law, called jus cogens, from which i
May exempt itself, Forte believes that the Universa! D}ecl
]!;‘;“ of H“f”a“ Rights is classified as jus cogens: ,F b [;i.(",gcn

emational Treaty on Treaties states that when 8 /' "y
COMES into being it becomes universal; it is binding l‘pg-ibcd
&?t;fni“evcn,upon those who have not ac(':eptf':d’ ETO ;ul Slﬂw (0
Up‘hold t hgatlp_ns are: thus bound under interna of Hum&

, articles of the Universal Declaration
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AN ULTRA-ORTHODOX
JEW crosses the rooftops
above the Old City in
Jerusalem, with the dome of
the Muslim mosque behind
him. While a number of
Christian, Muslim and Jew-
ish leaders have appealed
for a shared Jerusalem,
home to holy sites for all
three religions, the city's fu-
ture is in question. Episco-
pal News Service photo by
James Thrall
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Rights. Therefore, the Islamic Conference Declaration of
Human Rights must be considered invalid by the international
community, as it is in conflict with the universal standard, as
expressed in Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights.

Militant Islamists embrace the historical concept of Jews
and Christians as Dhimmi, which means a subjugated people
living under the protection of the pact granted by the Prophet
Mohammed to those he conquered. Historically, dhimmitude
guaranteed Jews and Christians an inferior status and became
an instrument of holding the conquered, non-Muslim;, indig-
enous population in second class status. The Egyptian-born
wiiter, Bat Ye’or, has called this form of [slamization the usur-
pation of a people’s history, culture, and political existence.
She wirites: “The degradation of the dhimmis necessarily leads
to their obliteration in terms of history and' geography. Cul-
tural imperialism justifies territorial imperialism; culture mo-
nopolized by the majority group, politicized and divested of
its significance, becomes a supplementary instrument of domi-
nation and alienation.”

The Islamists, in seeking to recover what is truly I[slamic,
repudiate the influence oft western liberal' democracy, which is
understood to/be a product of Judaism and Christianity. They
have adopted attitudes tow.ards Jews and Christians whichiare
contentious, suspicious and antagonistic. A true critical en-
gagement within Islam between radical Islamists and main-
stream Muslims has not yet taken place. At this point it is the
[slamists who are successfully framing what it means to be a
Muslim, For Jews and Christians, this is producing a' good
deal of hardship. In an October review of Bat Ye'or's book,
The Decline of Easterm Christianity Under Islam: From
Jihad' to Dhimmitude, Fr. Richard! John Neuhaus, editor of
First Things magazine, wrote of the “unhappy fact that Mus-
lim thinkers who can speak out ofi the heart of authentic Islam,
either do not want to talk with us or are prevented from doing
so under the threat of very real injury to themselves or their
families. Meanwhile, the [Slamic world' stews in its resent-
ments and suspicions, altemating [between] low-grade jihad
ini the formiof the persecution of Christians, international ter-
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rorism, and dreams of driving Israel into sea.

In a press release October 16, the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR). a Washington-based advocacy group,
called for an investigation by the Roman Catholic Church of Fr.
Neuhaus’ article as anti-Muslim. CAIR Executive Director Nihad
Awad charged that the article may have damaged interfaith re-
lations. Although his organization purports to represent main-
stream Muslims. Awad has a history of association with:1slam-
ist organizations linked to radical activity. At Barry University
in 1993, Awad defended the Hamas organization as a benign
political group. According to Steven Emerson, producer of the
documentary, Jihad in America, Awad was a top official of the
Islamic Association of Palestine. “That organization,” Emerson
notes, “‘has issued Hamas communiques calling for suicide bomb-
ing operations, (and) produced and distributed terrorist-training
tapes glorifying the killing of infidels.”

In Part II, Er. Roderick will cover conditions for Christians
in Egypt, the Sudan, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan and the Philippines,
as well as provide more information on Saudi Arabia. He will
note instances in which international human rights campaigns
have alleviated Christian persecution, organizations involved
in combatting the problem, and legislation on the matter now
pending in Congress.

The Coalition forthe Defense of Human Rights Under Islamiza-
tion.can be contacted at 231 E. Carroll St., Macomb, IL 61455;
309/833-4249, fax 309/833-1642; e-mail: hr@macomb.com.

SOCIETY OF
KING CHARLES THE MARTYR
ANNUAL MASS AND MEETING

SOLEMN VOTIVE MASS
OF SAINT CHARLES
11 a.m., Saturday, 31 January 1998

Church of the Guardian Angels,
Lantana, Florida

REMEMBER/

The Rev’d Dayid C. Kennedy, SSC, Rector

Preacher: The Rev'd R. Brien Koehler
Rector, Saint Luke’s Church, Fort Myers, Florida

Saint Luke’s Choir,
Robert W. Turner, Sr., Organist & Chotrmaster
Mass for Four Voices—William Byrd

Followed by LUNCHEON & ANNUAL MEETING
For luncheon reservations, $15 per person,
send check marked “SKCM Luncheon” to:
Church of the Guardian Angels,
1325 Cardinal Lane, Lantana, FL 33462-4205
by 14 January.

For membership information, write:
Mark A. Wuonela, Ph.D., American Representative
291 Bacon St., Waltham, MA 02154
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Dyer Says Provinces Ready
To Confront U.S. Bishops;
Confirms Flap Over ECUSA
At Primates’ Meeting

Most provinces ofithe Anglican Communion are prepared
to confrontAmerican bishops at the 1998 Lambeth Confer-
ence on issues of sexuality and Anglican unity, aceording
to a key planner of the once-per-decade conference.

The Episcopal Church (ECUSA) “has driven a wedge
between orthodoxy and
orthopraxis, andthatis a false
division. The vast majority. of
provinces are prepared to
face the American Church
on that matter,” Bishop Mark
Dyer said October 13 during
Yale Divinity School's Annual
Convacation.

“ECUSA, at the LLambeth
Conference, does not have
a very strong presence,”
Dyer was quoted as saying
by Doug LeBlanc of United
Voice. “The strongest pres-
ence, beginning in 1988 and
especially in '98, will be the
African bishops.”

Dyer, the retired bishop of
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
has led the editorial committee of the Lambeth Conference’s
Design Group since 1995. He said organizers have ad-
justed the Lambeth format so that First World bishops
cannot cite Robert's Rules of Order merely to silence other
bishops.

But Dyer offered no encouragement for the Episcopal
Synod of America (ESA), as it strives to launch a non-
geographical province within the Communion,

“Those bishops will march with ECUSA at Lambeth or
they will march with no one,” Dyer salid. “I feel very safe in
sayingthat, because Archbishop (George) Carey has been
very clear about that.” Yet he added that: “If [such a prov-
ince] happens in America, it also will happen in England.”

Dyer stressed during a lecture on “Lambeth and the
Future of the Anglican Communion” that international debt
and interfaith relations—especially relations with Islam—

are hetop two  concemns of Anglican provinces.

“Tihis is the first time in the: history of the Lambeth

; Continued.on Page 12

Bishop Dyer
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“Dallas Statement” Bishops
Question ECUSA Prelates
About Unorthodox Actions

The some 35/foreignibishops who spoke plainly about
matters of homosexuality, international debt, and account-
ability among Anglican provinces in the recent “Dallas
Statement,” have now grilled U.S. Episcopal Church
(ECUSA) bishops in a letter about why so many of them
arelordaining or sanctioning those involved in homosexual
relationships. P

[twas the |atest inia series of communications indicat-
ing that ECUSA's doctrinal innovations could cause it to
lose communion relationships with Anglicans around 'the
world.

The 385 bishops are among 50 Anglican prelates from
16 nations who met for a pre-Lambeth Conference theo-
logical consultation a few months ago in Texas., there
issuingithe Dallas Statement (detailed in the last ISSUG),.’
That document (inter alia) blasts the “pro-gay agenda,
calls for clear bounds of eucharistic fellowship among
Anglicanprovinces, and the provision of appropriate epis-
copal care for persecuted orthodox minorities in the
church. The Dallas Statement, along with the widely noted
orthodox Kuala LLumpur sexuality statement, have been
endorsed by leaders hailing largely from the Southern
Hemisphere, where Anglicanism attracts the greatest
numbers.

Intheir late September letter, addressed to “our fellow.
bishopsiin the Episcopal Church USA” the foreign bish-
opsiand archbishops—from Africa, South America, Aus-
tralia, New' Zealand and India—ask Episcopal prelates
10 respond to their queries before the end ofi 1997, and
offertomeet with ECUSAbishops for further discussions
on the matters raised. The letter reads:

Weigreet you.in the name of Christ our Savior and. Lord.

Ithas cometo our attention that an increasing number
of bishops in the Episcopal Church have been oraaining
avowed and non-celibate homosexuals and. permitting

Continued on Page 12

s

ECUSA Bishop Asked To Resign

The bishop who declared that pro-gay. forces “won’ at
last summer’s Episcopal General Convention in Phila-
delphia has lost the support of muchiof his diocese.

The Diocese of New Jersey’s standing committee has
unanimously called for the resignation of Bishop Joe Mor-
ris Doss, citing ‘questions of character, trust, and financial
impropriety," and of “an inability to: meet the pastorall and
administrative needs of a large and diverse diocese.” The
diocesan council coneurred with the calllin a 10-2 vote.

The actions came just weeks after a “Wellness Com-
mittee” suggested ways to solve serious problems in the
diocese, including complaints about Doss’ behavior. The
standing committee, however, told Doss that, after ‘prayer-
ful reflection,” it felt it was ‘impossible” to resolve “pain'
and “conflict” in the diocese while he remains bishop.
Healing “must be based on trust,” which “does not exist
with Doss,” said Standing Committee' Chairman Roger
Hamilton.
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New ACC Leader Begins Work

A long-serving Continuing Church clerie, and'the: Anglican
Catholic Church’s Bishop of New Orleans since 1985, has
taken up: his duties as ACC's new metropolitan.

Archbishop M. DeaniStephens was enthronediin stately rites
during ACC's October Provincial Synodiin' Norfoik, Virginia.

Stephens, 57, begins shepherding the international church
at a time when it has recently suffered both the loss of its
former archbishop, whoidied inSeptember, and of a minority
faction over claimed theological differences. But the bishops,
clergy andilaity at Norfolk madeit.clear they think Stephensiis
up to the challenge.

Married with ene'son, Stephens, an Indiana native, holds a
B.A. from Bobi Jones University, where he studied voice, pi-
ano and organ. He continued musical studies while a teacher
at St. Thomas Episcopal Schoolin Houston, and'at Graystone
Christian School in Mobile, Alabama.

Stephens was conditionally ordained deacon'and priest af-
ter being) received into the ACC from the Anglican Orthodox
Church in 1982. He served anACC parishin'Sioux Falls, Seuth
Dakota, until 1985, when he was, elected by the College of
Bishops and later consecrated asibishop for the: Missionary
Diocese of New Orleans.

Plans For Separate Province
Lurch Forward In England

The fifth  anniversary of the Church of England’s vote
for women priests in November was marked by height-
ened movement ameng orthodox forces in the church to
achieve a separate status.

In a report that generated some shock waves in the
Anglican Communion, Christopher Morgan wrote in The
Sunday Times that: “Rebel Anglican bishops...are intend-
ing to lead more than 1,000 parishes out of the state
chureh” and into'an independent church. The jurisdiction
would be treatedinithe same way as the Church in Wales
or the Scottish Episcopal Church; he wrote.

The report came a few weeks after England’s leading
traditiomalist group, Ferward iniFaithi(FIF), confirmed that

At this writing, though, Doss'was
refusing toigo. e called instead for
a senvice ofi reconciliation in' Trinity
Cathedral, and issued a pastoralilet-
ter “renewing’” his “‘commitment” to
senve as New Jersey’s bishep. He
notedithat the church “has no disso-
lutien caneniforbisheps,” and urged
that the Wellness Committee’s rec-
ommendations for healingland rec-
onciliationibe giventime to work.

A diocesan spokesman, The Rev. Juan Oliver, added
that the actions of the standing committee and council
do not represent the views of all'in the diocese, and are
“only...advisory.”

A statement from the diocese, whichihas 166 parishes
inicentral and southNew Jersey, said that more than 60
clergy. had' signed! a letter calling for an end to all at-
tempts to “short-circuit" the healing process, and for the
bishop, standing committee and diocesan council to work
Continued'on Page 17

Doss

WELL-WISHERS (below) greet the Most Rev.
M. Dean Stephens (also pictured at left) fol-
lowing his enthronement asthe ACC’s new
metropolitan during the Continuing Church
body’s Provincial Synod October 15-17 in
Norfolk, Virginia. Stephens, who also re-
mains ACC’s Bishop of New Orleans, suc-
ceeds the late Archbishop William O. Lewis.

it-was working toward a third province in the C of E for
constituents, which would come into being when the chureh
admitted women bisheps, prebably after the year 2000.

Morgan said that the new: entity, for which plans are to
be fully outlined by Christmas, “could weakenithe church’s
established status and proveke a financial crisis.” And a
separate church would constitute “the most serious split
since the Methodist movement broke away 200\years ago,’
he said.

The “rebel” bishops have been “appalled at the liberal
drift” of theichureh's leadership since the € of E approved
woemen priests by the narrowest of margins in 1992, and
point to “catastrophic decline” in church attendance. Part
of the drop resulted from conversions to:Remani Catholi-
cism by hundreds of Anglican clergy and thousands of
laity' upset over the breach of historic holy erder.

An official church press statement claiming that the €
of E's erdination numbers are coming up again, issued
after Morgan’s report, has not been convincing, indicated
EIF Secretary, Fr. Geoffrey Kirk.

Kirk told TCC that estimates of those who may depart
to the new: province are: “not unrealistic,” given that over
900 C of E parishes have passed resolutions barring
women priests, and' FlIF’s 26,000 constituents include
some 1,200 dues-paying clerics. He said angst is also
high.among laypeople, who have seen inroads by the pra-
gay lobby follow:clesely behind the ordination of England's
first women priests. “We've always said this would hap-
pen,” that the two issues “are connected,” Kirk said.

Edwin Barnes, one of three “flying” bishops appeinted
to care for opponents of women priests, contirmed that
mavement toward the separate entity was the result of
grassroots pressure for more orthodoex Christian leader-
ship and teaching. “Great numbers of people are fed up
with the direction of the! [C of E]," he said-

John Broadhurst, Bishop of Fulham, who gives paste-
rall care to traditionalists in the London area, said: “We
have already got a schism. There is now a readiness to
act in the event of a further erisis."

Continued on Page 13
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DYER Continued from Page 10

Conference that the agenda has really been set by the
provinces of the Anglican Communion—not by Lambeth
Palace or the Anglican Consultative Council,” Dyer said.
“The number-one concern to come from all the provinces,
whether First World or Third World, is international debt.”

Anglican bishops across the political and theological
spectrums want wealthy. First World nations toicancel the
debts of impoverished and developing nations as the world
celebrates a new millennium, with some citing the biblical
concept of a jubilee year.

In addition to his work for Lambeth, Dyer is professor of
theology and director of spiritual formation at Virginia Theo-
logical'Seminary. He also has served onithe Eames Com-
mission, which dealt with divisions in the Communion over
women bishops.

Move To “Disinvite” ECUSA From L.ambeth

Dyer saved his few pointed remarks about ECUSA for
a discussion period after his October lecture.

Dyer confirmed widely reported rumors that, when An-
glican primates (leaders of Anglican provinces) met ear-
lier this year, some were prepared to take serious action
against ECUSA over its growing acceptance of homo-
sexual behavior.

“Some of you have heard of the Kuala Lumpur State-
ment and the South to South statement, but it's wider than
that. | was at the Primates’ Meeting in Jerusalem in Feb-
ruary, and we had to deal with it there,” Dyer said.

More specifically, Dyer stated: “It is very/difficult for our
sister churches to understand what is goingl onl in the
American Church. There was a movement, at least until
the picture was clarified for them, to disinvite the Ameri-
can Church from Lambeth.”

During a reception following his remarks, Dyer alsoicon-
firmed that he presented a paper at the Primates’ Meet-
ing—at the request of Archbishop Carey—which dissuaded
conservative primates from their effort to turn American
bishops away from Lambeth.

Dyer cited two primary issues that challenge Anglican
unity: efforts of some American bishops to bless homo-
sexual relationships, and calls from some in the Arch-
diocese of Sydney, Australia, for “lay presidency” at the
Eucharist.

Dyer called “lay presidency’—in which a layperson could
celebrate the Eucharist—a “theological oxymoron.” The
concept has recently been rejected in a report approved
by England’s House of Bishops.

“These issues and others will test whether really we
are in kojnonia (fellowship),” Dyer said,

Dyer said that such “critical concerns” over specific is-
sues raise questions like these:

“How do we stay in communion with one another?

“How do we remain a united people of God when inde-
pendence i valled more highly than interdependence?

‘How do we sét the perimeters—the perimeters of yes
and no, the pefimeters that (the book of) Second' John
talks about: that these are those who walk among us, and
these are those Who donot walk among us?”

Anglican bishops must work to preserve unity, he said,
because “a divided churchiis too weak to stand against

evil.”

12

BISHOPS QUESTIONED Contd. from Page 10 :
priests in their dioceses to officiate at the blessing of.
same sex relationships. :

Our understanding, as fellow bishops of the Anglican
Communion, is that you and we alike are required by our
ordination vows!to uphold. the Bible as the word of God
andtoguard.the faith, unity and discipline of the Church.
We understand too that ‘to live a pure and chaste life
before and after marriage is for both sexes the unchange-
able Christian standard” (Lambeth Conference 1920) and.
that your House of Bishops has repeatedly reaffirmed
this traditional teaching, as expressed.in your 1977 Pas-
toral Letter.

Itis clear from Scripture that the sexual union of man
and woman is God'’s will and that this finds holy expres-
sion within' the' covenant of marriage. Therefore. this
Church confines its nuptial blessing to the union of male
and'female. It is likewise clear that in ordination, this
Church publicly requires each ordinand to fashion his or
her personallife after Christ as an example to. the faith-
ful. The bishops, therefore, agree to deny ordination to
any advocating and/or practicing homosexual person. In
each case we must not condone what we believe God
wills tolredeem:

We fully agree with the above as a faithful statement
of the biblical, sexual and marital norm, and understand
that [ECUSA] has issued. no other authoritative state-
mentof its position. Why then have some of you acted.in
opposition to the teaching and discipline of your own na-
tional church? Why in this matter have such bishops failed
1o .consider the judgment of their colleagues in other parts
of the Anglican. Communion, [or take] into account the
repercussions of their actions in different areas of the
world? Do those wha perform. or sanction such ordina-
tions and blessings knowingly set aside the authority. of:
Scripture and the doctrine of marriage given by God. in
creation and. affirmed by his Son, Jesus Christ?

In'our joint preparations for Lambeth next year, we
ask from .amoeng you answers to these questions before
the end of this calendar year. We are committed.to this

“

Reform Pledges Support For
Two-Thirds World Bishops

The (Evangelical) Reform group! ini the Church of En-
glandihas pledgedito support Two-Thirds World Anglican
bishops who are tryingito counter the growinglliberaliinflu-
ence of the U.S. Episcopal Church (ECUSA)im the Angli=
can Communion.

Meeting in Swanwick, they unanimously endorsed the
orthodox Kuala Lumpur sexuality statement in a motion
proposediby the Rt. Rev. Wallace Benn, Bishop of Lewes.

Originating at a major meetinglof Anglicans in Malaysia
last February, the Kuala Lumpur statement has been en-
dorsed as well by the traditionalist English coalition, For-
wardiin Faith, orthodox groups in ECUSA and others. The
statement upholds biblical teaching that sex is for holy
ma v, and rejects as “totally. unacceptable” actions
Juestion the authority of Seripture, including
|of partnered homosexuals.

Se any funds neededito ensure
ent ofl bishops from the: Southerm
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discussion, and want you to know we are ready to meet
face to face at a time which can be mutually arranged.
Responses can come to any of us directly, but please
make sure that a copy is also forwarded. through the
address above (Anglican Lifeand Witness Conference,
c/o 1415 Halsey Way, Suite 302, Carrollton, TX 75007).

For our part we make clear that the active promotion
in the Anglican Communion of the gay and lesbian agenda
is for us both unacceptable and offensive, especially so
when it is directed towards young people.

With the Lambeth Conference in view, our hope is that
we may all seek the things that do not jeopardize unity
but make it strong.

Please accept this sincere expression of our deep concern.

Yours in Christ,

The Bishops of the Anglican Life and Witness Conference
(Signators were listed in the November issue)
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PROVINCE Continued from Page 11

A “firm but irenic” paper discussing the effects of a move
to allow women bishops in the church, developed by Kirk
and other FIF leaders, is due to be submitted to the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, at his own request, in January. While
the paper does not mention the separate province, it as-
serts that the advent of women bishops in the € of E will
require full “alternative episcopal oversight” for tradition-
alists, rather than the “extended episcopal care” now: in
place, Kirk said.

Morgan quotes the chairman of an FIF working party,
Preb. Sam Philpott, as saying that the traditionalist prov-
ince would be “independent” and “self-governing.” Since
thejurisdiction could take onein teniof the € of E's 13,000
parishes with it, consultations with members of Parliament
were expected, in order to consider the prospective entity’s
moralland legal'claim to'a fair shareiof church assets, and

hemisphere can attend and make their voices heard at
the 1998 Lambeth Conference.

The Rev. David Holloway, vicar of Jesmond, saidl the
time for talking had ended. “We need to act,” he said.
“Tihat is what our brothers and sisters are doing now: in
other parts of the Anglican:Communion—not least across
the Atlantic.”

In'limerwith' a grewing movement among orthodox An-
glicans inAmerica and elsewhere, he called on Reformito

N we need, immediately, alternative episco-

beralbishops tor‘cuckoos in'a nest where
2y "are the ‘dividers’ because they

to/leave. And we, of the Western
), arel‘the chureh'=—full stop:”
d, wouldinetibeischismibut

' England Newspaper

ENGLISH “FLYING” BISHOP EDWIN BARNES:
says many laypeople are “fed up” with the €
of E’s liberal direction.

other matters

However, itis clear that the idea of a
third province within the € of E is still
very much in play. Bishop Breadhurst
said that FIF dees not want to leave the
C of E. Several traditionalist leaders
denied that animminentsplitis planned,
and scored the “hype”™ about it.

While Kirk said he did not think what he called the “free
province” will become a reality before women bishops are
consecratedin England sometime after 2000, he sees the
plantaking shape and “battle lines” being drawn more rap-
idly than first expected.

FIF's American ally, the Episcopal Synod of America,
is also seeking a separate jurisdiction for constituents,
but it is thought that a single global province for tradi-
tionalists “might not be entirely feasible,” said FIF Direc-
tor Stephen Parkinson. He thought support was strong
enough in England and the U.S. to merit separate, but
linked, provinces.

There are varyingiopinions on how or eveniif'such prov-
inces couldiobtain official recognition, but it appears their
key test will be at the 1998 Lambethi Conference, where
orthodexAnglicans believe they may have support frem a
number of prelates.

Asked to comment en plans for the new province, a
spokesman for the Archbishop of Canterbury said: “These

points are complex in nature and entail more than a brief
response.”

Bishop’s Views On Gay Law
Rattle English Church Leaders

Lambeth Palace rushed to counter another upset over
homosexuality in'the Church of England recently, after a
seniarbishop called for Britain's age of consent for homo-
sexual activity to be lowered from! 18 to 16, the same as
that for heterosexual sex.

When the Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harries, came out
in favor of the change, the Archbishop of Canterbury said
lowering the age of consent was “counter te the traditional
understanding of Christian teaching.”

Harries—who leads a bishops' study panel on homo-
sexuality—indicated he did not support homesexual
marriages or blessings. But he said he was now convinced
that sexuality was well-formed by 16 and that prosecuting
a 17-year-old for having sex was “very unproductive.”

His stance parallels that of the European Commission
of Human Rights, which recently said current medical apin-
ion'supperts the conclusion that “sexual orientation is fixed!
in both sexes by the age of 16.” On November 7, the com-
missioners declared that Britain's policy of keepingia higher
minimum age of cansent for gays than for heterosexuals
amounted to discrimination and an invasioniof privacy.

While the bishop's comments referred to the law, they
were seen by some as another blow: to churchiteaching,
thus adding to tensions over sexuality threatening to split
the church.

“The Archbishop would be warried by the signal that

—
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FROM PRELATE
TO POLITICO?

CONTROVERSIAL SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL PRIMUS RICHARD
HOLLOWAY is! thinking about
leavingithe churchand running
for the Scottish Parliament, ac-
cording to British' newspaper:
reports. Holloway, 63, a Labour:
Party member, said: “It's not a
question of mel giving up the
Church to do this. Il was plan-
ning to retire ini 2000 anyway.”
Holloway.could stayin hisichurch
post until'age 70—seven more
years. “Really it's probably a bit of a pipe dream,” he said
of his political desires. “The Labour Party might think I'm
too antique, but I'dienjoy doing it because [I've still got
bags of energy. We want this parliament to be different
and l'am expecting that a number of non-politicos will throw
their hats in the ring. | would think the murky world of the
Church is possibly quite a good training for'the murky,
world of politics.” And Holloway would doubtless make a
colorful politician. A former Anglo-Catholic, his style of
articulating) his cutting edge liberalism has often made
headlines. He once called the Bible sexist, saying itsmoral
code was “time-conditioned, male-centred and patriarchal®
and could not dictate how people live now. Two years ago,
he said people should! be more tolerant of adultery be-
cause God gave man “promiscuous genes.” Fromthe pul-
pit of a Welsh cathedral, he called women priest oppo-
nents “sods” and “buggers.” He has lately adopted a de-
constructionist stance on sexual morality in ainew book,
and is due to give the keynote speech at the Lesbian and
Gay Christian Movement’s 22nd annual conference in Lon-
don next April.

“

this would sendlout that homosexual'sex s on a par with
heterosexual sex,” said a Lambeth Palace statement.
Among other critics was the Bishop of Southwell, Patrick
Harris, who said that lowering the age of homosexual con-
sent would “endanger” vulnerable teenagers. Hartis, also
a member of the bishops’ sexuality committee, said the G
of E would not liberalize its teaching: “The...conviction
remains that the proper setting for sexuall activity is het-
erosexual marriage,” he said.
Members of the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement
were said to be “absolutely delighted” by Harries' stance.
The 14-4 opinion by the European Commission in
Strasbourg led to confirmation by Britain's Home Secre-
tary, Jack Straw, that a free vote by MPs would be held
soon to reduce the age of consent for homosexuals from
18to 16. The change is expected to become law within
18 months. ’
Another reportindicated that the British government may
give hundreds of foreigni nationals in homosexual rela-
tionships with British citizens the right to settle inithe United
Kingdom. The change is expected to apply as well'to un-
married heterosexuals in long-term relationships.
*CHURCH OF ENGLAND LEADERS VIGOROUSLY

Bishop Holloway
{Lynn Ross photo)

DEFENDED! THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY and denied
that they'support cohabiting, unwed couples, fqllowmg a
Sunday Times report claimingl that the majority of the
nation’s 44 diocesan bishops no longer believe cohabit-
ing couplesiare.committing a sin. They'said a telephong
poll of bishops by reporters only selectively. quoﬁed their
views. Among rejoinders was that from the Bishop' of
Chester, Peter Forster, who commented that: “If mar-
riage isithe ideal, then anything short of that must to.one
degreeior another be regarded as sinful.” He criticized
the church for being “too apologetic” but appealed for a
more nuanced debate in the media, which he said al-
ways wants a clearly pro-gay or anti-gay stance. ‘I want
to stand up for the ideal in a way that is not in the least
apologetic while not feeding a salacious desire to have
scapegoats,” Forster said. The Bishop of Hull, James
Jones, said the'churchiis committed to marriage not.only
for a theological but “profound sociological” reasons. “The
evidence is quite clear,” he said, “that a secure relation-
ship, namely marriage, is the best relationship to nurture
children.”

Sources alsoincluded The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph,
The Church of England Newspaper

Pro-Gay Bishop Rejected
By English Parish, Priest

Itis a few months before his installation as Bishop! of
Newcastle, but already Bishop Martin Wharton has a big
problem: the largest church in his new diocese is refus-
ing tor accept his authority because of his support for
homosexuals.

Jesmond parish church, an Evangelical congregation,
has declared itself “out of communion” with Wharton, who
isdue tolbe installed as the Bishop of Newcastle in Feb-
ruary. The parochial church council said: “We cannot have
a bishop who affirms homosexual sex.”

In‘a 22-page open letter, the council demanded that
the Archbishop of York, Dr. David Hope, appoint another
bishop to care for them pastorally. Its appeal to Hope
comes under a canen which refers to his duty, “to
correct. .the defects of other bishops.”

Hopewas away but said he would address the matter
upon his return.

Whenjappointed to Newcastle, Wharton said that “ho-
mosexuality within alloving permanent relationship is no
sin.” Wharton, who has been serving as area bishop for
Kingston-upon-Thames in the Diocese of Southwark
(south London), also attended! last year's controversial
service for gays and lesbians in Southwark Cathedral.
Whartonihimselfiis married with three children. If his ap-
pointment to Newcastle is confirmed, he will replace
Bishop Alec Graham, an Anglo-Catholic.

A spokesman for Wharton claimed the bishopis views
are inline with the 1991 House of Bishops’ statement,
185Ues in Human Sexuality. That document reflects some
tolerance toward committed homosexual relationships
among laity, but rules them out for clergy, and says that
nomosexual sex falls short of the Christian ideal. The
GeneraliSynodirecently decidedithat the 1991 statement
shouldibe discussed churchwide, a move some saw as
dconcession to the pro-gay lobby. Reportedly, other par-
ishes may now! take a stand similar to Jesmond's. Also,




the steering committee of the (Evangelical) Reform group
endorsed the Jesmond parish’s action.

The Rev. David Holloway, vicar of Jesmond and a lead-
ing member of Reform, said: “I have a legal duty under
churchiordinals to drive away erroneous and'strange doc-
trines. This is a mess and we' have not caused it. How
the problemiis resolved is not ours.

“We have to be faithful to'the Gospel. We are not fight-
ing an individual. We just want the church to see that we
can't carry on in this way,” he said.

In its' lengthy statement, the parish council said it will
not accept Bishop Wharton “out of fidelity to:Jesus Christ,
the Bible, the historic teaching of the Christian Chureh,
the doctrine of the Church of England and our own trust
deed which requires us to be a church.” It said chureh
members are no longer willing to put up withi compro-
mise or ambiguity.

“The near unanimous witness of the Church down the
centuries is that the Bible teaches noisexual intercourse
outside heterosexuallmonegamous marriage,” the state-
ment said.

The council aceused some church leaders in Britain
and America of heterodoxy on the gay issue, which it
said is causing a decline in morale and numbers. The
parish is “at the very least” in impaired communion with
the new bishop on doctrinal'and meral grounds, the coun-
cil said, and therefore must seek alternative episcopal
oversight.

The church council has already invited an Evangelical
bishop/te conduct a confirmation service next March.

While knewing their stand!will be' opposed by some,
Jesmond’s priest and parish indicated that they are align-
ing themselves inithis matter not only with many English
laypeople but withithe majority.of the AnglicaniCommun-
ion, which has lately representediitself in such landmark

documents as the Kuala Lumpur sexuality statement and
the Dallas Statement; also mentioned are compatible
statements or resolutions from the Province of South-
east Asia, the Episcopal Synod of America, and an ex-
panding group of American Episcopal rectors (the “First
Promise” Statement).

Sources included The Times (London)

Canadian Bishops Update
Policy On Homosexuality.

Inia newly revised policy statement, bishops of the An-
glican Church of Canada have reasserted historic sexual-
ity teaching while saying they wish to continue “open and
respectful dialogue” on committed same-sex relationships,
which they “recognize” exist among some church mem-
bers.

In their update of 1979 guidelines—drafted by a task
force and adopted with near unanimity—the bishops say
they will not approve of any relationship that appearsto
equate same-sex unions with marriage, and that they are
“not ready” to authorize blessings for same-sex unions.

Unlike the'79 policy, the new statement does not warn
of challenges to homosexual ordinands who do not pledge
celibacy. But it notes that ordinands promise to provide a
“wholesome example” to the people of God, which for
single persons “includes a commitment to remain chaste.”

When more serious deliberations on sexuality began in
1979, the bishops, while committing to further study and
discussion of the matter, issued four pastoral guidelines for
the admission of individuals to the church’s ordained min-
istry. They agreed that 1) considerations about homosexu-
ality should be pursued within the larger study: of human
sexuality; 2) all persons, regardless of sexual orientation,
are equal before God but that “our acceptance of persons
with homosexual erientationis notan

ON “ESSENTIALS”

CANADIANS KEEP FOCUS

NOTED EVANGELICAL, THE REV. DR. J.l. PACKER (topleft),
AND BISHOP' ANTHONY. BURTON OF SASKATCHEWAN

aceeptance of homosexual activity’;
3) they do not accept the blessing of
homoesexualiunions; and thatthey 4)
would net question the ordination of
a person ‘who has shared with the

were among/speakersiataMay gatheringof some 130 theo-
logically conservative/Canadian Anglicans at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa. Geared for those in or rising|to leadership
roles in the church, the meeting was held toiadvance ef-
forts—begun atithe first Anglican/“Essentials’ Conference
three years ago—to preserveiand promote orthodox teach-
ing/within/the  Anglican Church of Canada. Inaddition to
continuing work toward that goal, the Ottawaimeeting par-
ticipants were challenged to seek renewal and growth in
their ownspiritual, interpersonal and intellectual'lives. Dr.
Packer, the society’s vice-chairman, gave three thought-
provoking lecturesionthe Bible andithe Christianllife. Bishop
Burtoni called on Anglicans tol devote moretime to quiet
meditationionithe Scriptures. Other speakersiincluded Ruth
Patstone, alcampus worker with Inter-Varsity Christian Fel-
lowship. Frequent points of discussioniinciuded the extent
to.which believers should “engage” or “confront™ secular
soclety, andithe needifor orthodox Christiansitareject feel-
ings of shame or embarrassment about their faith. “We fal-
lible Christians have many. thingsito be ashamed'of,” said
one participant, “butthe gospel, the work God'hasidone in
our lives through Jesus Christ, s not one of them.” (Chris-
tian Week/PBSC Newsletter)

bishop: his/her homosexual orienta-
tion if there has been a commitment
to the bishop to abstain from sexual
actswith persens of the same sex...”

The House of Bishops held a
number of study sessions onhuman
sexuality through the 1980s. In 1991
anew task forecewas constituted by
the primate. The 1992 General
Synodiconducted aniopen forum on
the topic. More materials, adding;to
those issued in 1985, were made
available for study, and by 1994-95
some 170 groups and 2,500 people
had used the study guide Hearing
Diverse Voices, Seeking Commen
Ground.

Following a report and hearing at
the 1995 General Synod, that body
strongly affirmed ‘the presence and
contributions of gay men and lesbi-
ans in the life of the church and con-

-

15



Browning: Ofegon.

RETIRING EPISCop
ING BISHOPp EDMg Re
ING BELIEVES HE |

THE CHURCH “H L v
IHOUGH DEEPLY p,, 1Y
the words of EpisCOpa/ Lif; .
have really trieq my best b h;
up the Christian Mesg,

iracted toward any.
demned bigotry, violence apd h"atred directe :
due to their sexual orientation.” arto redraft the 197
The bishops decided earfier this ye eness while at the
quidelines in light of “new. pastor:_il awar e
same time retaining the original intent %h some abridge-
The bishops’ resulting statement (wi
re), says that: ons.are
mznst g/iris}ﬁansy we belleve that homosegl;éz 52;5‘/6 2 full
created in the image and likeness of Go Sl ol
and equal claim with aff other persons U‘?)OAS iy e S Compe i of
ceptance, concern and careiof the church. e . 22 on,” o
Sion of this love ang care, the gospel ofJesus_ etiveand i Browni ?g, adding th, e o
Pels Christians to oppose all forms of human inju. some signs tha thelghy

: -
- 1S anasisters for whom : s . :
?hi?;géga;ﬁggfﬁgg Zji%r? ;//;:se theological insights, responded accordingly. “At the same time, g s

' ! . LI nd I've worked very harg alsg
which remain Pertinent Irrespective of any.consiaerations has been divisive, a b ; o l.(ee
of the appropriateness or otherwise of homosexual acts, the church together. I think there are signs of deep Kings
that Iheﬁng//can Church of Canada has affirmed that %a)r’ of polarization happenin'g- “He confirmeq thatthe jasy three
and lesbian persons are entitled to equal protection unde years of. his 12-year p.nmacy—markfed, he noted, by .

e are than, 7
] : hurch's '

wards 94y and lesbjan persons inthe church... The ¢ 4 ; hat he revealed h
altitude [towarq them] has oo often been one ofstanding. The tolllon him S 90 LD 2 - st

any part we may haye had in creating it tion,” “blessing and...joy” of the General Convention [ast
The church anfims its aditional teaching that only:the summer. He noted his pride that “we take our Witness very
Sexual upion of mae and female can f/'ndap 9 ro;:/r/ate <5 seriously.” And he asserteq that ECUSA’s real condition
"ession within the Covenant of Ho| Matrimony, owever, ) i ) S
ﬁe recognize that some homosexZa/s five /hycomm/ﬁed has not pecsately beentold. The‘churc.h ;s _v:r y Tef:s’:gd

Sexual relationsh/ps for mutya/ Support, help ang comfort .he statgd. People are? lnt.ergsted in th?n ait ) in e.
e wishito continye open andrespech‘u/dfa/ogue Withthose i growing and fUrturing it; interesteq In'what’s going on

who sincerely befieye that sexuality expressed within a inithe worq.” Browning and his wife are retiringi to east-

committeq homosexya/ relationship js God's callto them... €rn Oregon, Where they haye Purchased a home alongthe
We continue to belieye that Committeq Same-sex re|a- i

L { Hood|River.
onships shoyjy 70t be' confuseq With Holy Matr/mony,
The house will not authorize any act that appears to pro-
mote this confysion, Therejs, ang neeas to pe, ongoing
discussion ap 0pri; i
(Tl o]

mous and transien; We disagree AMong oursefyee (aboyt - things.
whether sych re/at/oqsh/ps €an be EXpressions of God’s “se"’s’;g},, e”do Baelc Saog n;;nd ?eacglisag’ge’e
will and pumpose. M_/h//e consensys may be unfikely in the We noed 1 pa and we know in pan‘.' Wi eret e i
aear future, we beljaye gy SIAy and diajog, iU o rea ghe SOTIIES (20)

fo be fruiful.. Rl é%ie{;gage N dialogue, iy we might listen for what the
© are.not reagy fo authorize the blessing of / Vit [s sg Ying to the Church todia 1%

Ships between, PEISons of the sam o%/evei ?:7%) A CANAD{AN ANGLICAN BISHOP WHO LAST YEAR

lerpreting the Gospel, we myes always refy g EXPRE

LA
CLon the g, TIONSHSIESED < 2 ORT FOR HOMOSEXUAL RE f

: lie
1ext to whic jt js dddressed. |, 3 ing the bel®
ted to ongoing study of human Sexualiy, | te' Commyt. that only fajth ianSJaeL;thorézg a book ,chg”t%ﬂgp"?tua, salva
famiy .. L ey e S o2 0 21
Among our clergy there arg SOMe who grq 98y or fgs. F’%‘Fh Worlg, Bishop Michae,l)lng.h amof New Westminstgg
biap, Their ministrigs are often h/bh/ydedicat dandgre ) Britisp, Coly fal), 8Sts that faith in Christ would

blessed, Gog h1as endoweq thep, With many e 2 68ty Detter saryey - & SUgg ar fa h

anad. sp/f/‘[ua/g/f[s and we Q/Ve thanks £ s J;rg;@/llec?ual aS Wel| as i:ghfls‘tlans 'searchled for tauth ,rqt(?s eXpa'nd
We reaffirm that Sexual orientation nand of tse/f,;ss)g:i?z 9. globay, 'wgé;s”}eo mmt:r;;ighpggsﬁ:ﬁ many fagzs
barrier to ordination or the "actice of minjsry, T Y ., ir own be:
chureh. Within the widerpaﬁameters of st s tr‘, /i w’”’ ”’ » lefs o gfth. o fh,at’they‘ must look peyonq tle‘lSI;OOr iflumi-
manner in which sex;, ality /s 8Xpressg, e - OPIE'S refigions and life choie oan opt for
consjdered., At Ordination, Candidates prom, 2 “The Stakes arg high. We
lives and shape thejr "6lationshipg S0 g

ing to-
2 n
( i i “'People of diverse religions W:e' k'o;q we
‘Wholesome example” to the People of Gog, Bep Cumb und;e_rs:tand_ing and acceptance; o

U . jolence:
10 suspiign, intolerance, and vio

16 o
'CHALLENGE pEcEMBER,



Griswold Seeks To
Name, Convert,
“Destroying Angels”

“I DON'T SEE MYSELF AS A
REVOLUTIONARY, BUTIDO'SEE
MYSELF AS AN AGENT OF
CHANGE,” Presiding Bishop-
elect Frank Griswold recently
told'staff at the Episcopal Church
Center. In meetings there to pre-
pare for the start of his primacy
in January, Griswold told staff-
ers to expect a “season of transition” before the direction
would be clear. Citing his experience in Chicago, he ex-
pressed a hope that he and his staff would “live in a way.
that is transparent and accessible” as part of their “minis-
try of service.” With frequent flashes of humor, Griswold
described his leadership style as one of “collaborative
listening.” As a “pastor of systems,” he said that he del-
egates authority and trusts his staff, while demanding/ac-
countability. “I can live with ambiguity but I like decision-
making,” he said. Asserting that there are “destroying an-
gels at work in our church,” Griswold said that the task is
to “name them and try to convert these angels of hostility
and mistrust” with transparent openness. “If we are going
tol talk about reconciliation,” he said, “then we must live
that way.” (Episcopal News Service)

DOSS Continued from Page' 11
for reconciliation.

Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning—who, following
appeals by both “sides,” tried unsuccessfully to alleviate
conflict ini the' diocese—noted that there were “allega-
tions of possible misuse of alcohol and questionable fi-
nancial management onBishop Doss’ part.” The diocese’s
treasurer has called for an audit of diocesan finances
andi thel bishop's discretionary fund, and both the trea-
surer and chief financial officer have resigned their of-
fices after asking Doss to leave.

In'addition, Doss reportedly has been criticized for not
addressing racism in the diocese, and for behavior that
is erratic, “arrogant, condescending, dismissive of oth-
ers, impatient and impulsive.” Other problems cited by
the Wellness Committee report, according to' The Living
Chureh, include noisense of mission, the abuse of power,
lack of  connection between the diocese and parishes,
and decreasing financial support.

Diocesan malaise worsened when it was learned that
a seminary professor, the' Rev. Charles Rush; hadisaid
in'a deposition that Doss induced him to write a negative
letter about aidiocesan priest and critic of Doss’, the/ Rev.
Alan French, to a congregation that was considering call-
ingl French as rector. The matter is the focus of a defa-
mationilawsuit filed by French, one report indicated.

“The bishop has no credibility left," one rector was
quoted as saying by TLC. ‘He's alienated almost every-
one in'the diocese.”
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If Doss does not step down, short-term ramifications
could include a reduction of his salary, and financial with-
holding by some parishes. A presentment could follow.

Doss was a rector in the Diocese of California before
being consecrated bishopiin 1995.

David Virtue contributed to this report, for whichisources
also included The Washington Times and Episcopal
News Service

Penn. Bishops Urged Not To
Start “Ecclesiastical War”

By David W. Virtue

Thirteen Evangelical bishops of the Episcopal Church
(ECUSA) have implored Pennsylvania’s three revision-
ist bishops to rescind their recent decision to force epis-
copal visitations on the “seven sisters™—Pennsylvania
parishes linked with the traditionalist Episcopal Synod
of America (ESA).

Atdeadline, a diocesan spokeswoman said Pennsylvania's
prelates—Allen Bartlett, Charles Bennison(coadjutor), and
FranklinTurner (suffragan), had not responded to the plea,
but had taken it under advisement.

In a letter sent at the end of October, the 13 prelates
told their Pennsylvania colleagues that “these congre-
gations are estranged from you and yoeur ministry” be-
cause the three leaders support women's erdination and
had departed “from clear Biblical and Catholic dectrine”
by “‘upholding the ordination of known noncelibate ho-
mosexual persons and [encouraging] the blessing of
same-sex unions.”

Because of disagreement over fundamental issues,
Bartlett had! (until recently) allowed the Synod parishes
an episcopal visitor, retired Quinecy Bishop Donald! Par-
sons. The arrangement worked well, but diecesan lead-
ers began to reverse their position a few menths ago,
after Bennisonbecame coadjutor. Bennison was elected
in part, with the help of Synod rectors, whe say I
pledgedito continue the episcopal visitor arrangement
a claim Bennison now denies. Rectors of the ESA par-
ishes have said they will resist visitations by any ¢
Pennsylvania's bisheps.

The 13 Evangelicalbishops—all ofiwhom affirmwome e
ordination—say they opposedithecanonicalchange pass
by the recent General Convention to: make wemen's ore
nation mandatory, because! it violated the comsciences
Episcopalians ‘who cannot yet accept such ordinations,
and because of “our strong desire to avoid the very ¢
nonicallcrisis looming befere us in Pennsylvania.™

The convention granted an additional three years
all dioceses to come into compliance, and: the 18/
ates urged that the same grace be granted to parishe
in liberal dioceses.

On the matter of the ordination and blessing of partng
homosexuals, the 13 bishops said: “We suspect you
ready know that we agree with these seven cangre
tions regardingithis matter, as do the overw!
jority of archbishops and bishops throughout the
can Communion. The 50 bishops and archbishop:
around the worldiwho met together [recen
issued a statement condemning those whose (sex
practices are outside the boundaries of historic Bit




RETIRING, BUT PROBABLY
NOT TIRING

AS EXPECTED, BISHOP WILLIAM
WANTLAND, a member of the tradi-
tionalist Episcopal Synod of America
(ESA), has announced his resigna-
tion asBishop of Eau Claire, Wiscon-
sin, citing al new Episcopall Church
(ECUSA) policy mandating women’s
ordination in all dioceses as one of the reasons for his
decision. Months before the General Conventionis' vote
on the matter, Wantland, 63, who could stay in office un-
til age 72, said he would resign iff ECUSA forced! the is-
sue. “I would rather resigni as bishop than put the Dio-
cese of Eau Claire in an awkward position of having) to
resist the canons of the church,” Wantiand was quoted
as saying by St. Paul Pioneer Press. Wantland has led
Eau Ciaire for 17 years. The current timetable calls for
the electioniof a new bishop next fallland Wantland’s exit
in early 1999. But ESA sources indicated that Wantland,
rather than fading from the scene, will likely become more
active on behalif of the Synod, which is pursuing the goal
of al separate province for traditionalists within the An-

glican| Communion.

faith....and leading others astray.”

The Evangelical bishops said that forcing episcopal visi-
tations would “precipitate a crisis that will evoke resis-
tance and defiance to your authority, presentments, law-
suits over church property, and, above all, the departure
of more members from this church. It will further impair

of history is that itis far easier to start a war than it'is to
end one, once it has begun: This ecclesiastical war need
not begin.”

LATE-BREAKING NEWS BRIEFS:

WALKER FACES FINANCIAL QUESTIONS

LONG ISLAND EPISCOPAL BISHOP ORRIS WALKER
JR. WAS AGAIN ON THE HOT SEAT at his early Novem-
ber diocesan convention, when the diocesan standing
committee distributed a report describing thousands of
dollars in unexplained expenses and possibly misappro-
priated funds, reports Doug LeBlanc of (njted Voice.
Among other things, the report, compiled by a New York
City accounting firm, found bookkeeping weaknesses, and
flagged various sizeable transactions that it warned IRS
could assert were the unreportedincome of Bishop Walker.
Walker, who also took flak when the behavior of one of
his priests ed to a late 1996 €Xposé in Penthouse, prom-
ised a detailed response within 30 days.

BE LEADER FOR ALL, PB-ELECT URGED

YING, THAT TRUST IN THE NATIONAL GHURGCH
N SERIOUSLY ERODED, the pal Diocese
has called for several actions by Episcopal Church

8 ‘. | THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, DECE}

The bishops urged their Pennsylvania colleagues, out
of pastoral consideration, to continue alternatlye episco.
pal oversight for the' ESA parishes, at least until Generg|

ion 2000. e

COSni\g;igic?rs tothe letterincluded Bishop FltZSlmOﬂSA”iSon
(retired-South Carolina); David Ball (Albgny); Maurice
Benitez (retired-Texas);Anselmo Carral (gsastant, retireg-
Texas); Gordon Charltoni (suffragan, retired-Texas); Alex
Dickson (retired-W. Tennessee.); Robert Wllllam Duncan
(Pittsburgh); Robert J. Hargrove (W. Lomsana);_Edward
Haynsworth (assistant, retired-South Carolina); Terence
Kelshaw (Rio Grande); James Stanton (Dallas); John
Howe! (Central Florida); and Stephen Jecko (Florida).

New York AG’s Probe Of
ECUSA Trust Funds Continues

The New York State Attorney General’s Office is con-
tinuing its investigation of possible mishandling of the
Episcopal/Churchis over 1,000 trust funds, after questions
aboutthemwere raised'inithe wake of the 1 996 embezzle-
ment conviction of ECUSA's former treasurer, Ellen Cooke.

ECUSA Treasurer Stephen Duggan confirms that the
chureh has turned over information to Assistant Attorney
General James Robert Pigott, Jr. in New York’s Charities
Bureau, reports an upcoming story in United Voice.

No audited or unaudited reports on the trust funds—
now collectively worth about $240 million—were issued
by Cooke during the years 1989-92. After suspicions arose
about Cooke, a 1995 Coopers and|Lybrand review found

leaders and bishops tolevidence their desire to be leaders
for all Episcopalians. Amongithe reguestsiis for. Presiding
Bishop-elect Frank Griswold 10 publicly remove his name
from the 1994 Koinonja statement supporting the ordina-

MAINE ELECTS FEMALE BISHOP

THE DIOCESE OF MAINE HAS ELECTED THE EPR|S-
COPAL CHURCH'S EIGHTH WOMAN BISHOP, and its
fifth female diocesan, |f confirmed, the Rev. Canon Chilton
Knudsen, 51, canon for pastoral carelin the Diocese of
Chicago, will replace Bishop Edward Chalfant, who resigned
after admittinglan affair with a woman in his diocese,

“THE FIRST THREE WOMEN DEACONS [N THE
LUSITANIAN CHURCH IN PORTUGA*L, al part ofl the
Anglican Communion, have been ordained, (Episcopal
News Service)
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cess to further materials which could clarify matters, in-
cluding an attorney’s review of over 500 trust documents,
was apparently rescinded by the presiding bishop, said
Jim Crosby, a Mobile, Alabama attorney representing the
group.

. More recently, a probe by the Arthur Andersen account-
ing ﬂrm commissioned by national church officials found
little evidence of any misdirected or misappropriated funds
fromithe trusts, writes UV's reporter, Robert Stowe England.
Only one fund reflected a serious problem—inadequate
disbursements from a trust designed to benefit homes for
the. aged, a shortfall the church plans to rectify. Duggan
believes the overall results show that the trust funds are
sound and free of any significant error.

The Trust Group has challenged the sufficiency: of the
study, hovyever, noting that the trust funds did not undergo
a full audit, but another review called an “agreed-upon
procedure,” and only 336 trusts were tested. The proce-
dure also was not accompanied by a formal opinion from
audltors. indicating that the results are reflective of the
overall financial condition of the trusts, England reports.

) I?uggqn characterized the tailored procedure as “foren-
sic”and involving “work well beyond what we would have
don_e” In'a standard audit.

Bishop Don Wimberly of Lexington, Kentucky, the former
chairman of the national church’s Administration and Fi-
nance Committee, said he thought the “agreed-upon pro-
cedure” performed on a sampling of the trusts “provided
thelinformation we needed to come to the conclusion

that the trust funds were okay. But | don't think it satis-
fied everyone. For some people, it did not answer all
their questions.”

Theological, Temporal Issues Keep
Chasm Between ACC And—ACC

In the weeks since controversy in the Anglican Catholic
Church (ACC) created two Continuing Churches out of
one, the smaller. of the two bodies—maintaining that /tis
the ACC—has endeavored to elucidate the theological
issues it says caused theisplit, while attending to the de-
tails of separation.

The Trinitarian reports that, on October 18, Bishop A.
David Seeland of California ‘invaded” ACC's seminary,
Holyrood, iniLiberty, New York, on behalf of prelates linked
to the minority group- In addition to Seeland, these in-
clude United Kingdom Bishop Leslie Hamlett, newly-
elected metropolitan of the body; Bishops Thomas
Kleppinger and James McNeley of the U.S., andAlexander
Price of New. Zealand.

ACC's main body, whichiincludes nine bishops, is now
led by Archbishop M. Dean Stephens of New Orleans,
successor to the late Archbishop William O. Lewis.

Seeland, earlier removed as president of Holyrood's
Board of Governors, allegedly was aided during his Octo-
ber seminary: visit by four other persens.

After several items—including consecrated hosts—were
found removed froem the seminary chapel and other parts

—

_— e e

WASHINGTON AAC CHAPTER FORMED

AMERICAN ANGLICAN
| COUNCIL (AAC) CHIEF MIS-
SION OFFICER, ROGER
BOLTZ, speaks to some
200 personsiwhoicame out
on a rainy Saturday morn-
ing tol helpllaunch'an AAC
chapter:in the liberal Epis-
copal Diocese of Washing-
ton. The meeting was held
on All Saints Day at St.
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Francis, Potomac, Maryland. St. Francis’ rector, Fr. William
Shand, said AAC, formed only last'year, had showniitseif to
be “a remarkable and effective coalition” offering “a rare
opportunity to affirm the faith which has been handedon to
us.” Boltz, visiting from Dallas, said AAC’s founders felt
led to start an organization focused not oniregaining con-
troll of the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) by politicall means,
but on gathering together those of one accord about the
Gospel, and better'enabling them to/fulfill the church’s pri-
mary mission of making disciples for' Jesus: Christ. God,
they believe, will do the rest. God “empowers us when we're
engaged [in that mission], not for political infighting,” he
said. “We are going to reform the church by fulfilling the
mission of the church.” Among other
speakers was/Mary Haines, the wife of
{ Washington’s bishop, who is involvediin

several orthadox efforts. Meeting arga-
nizer Robert Stowe England called' the
AAC chapter “a fresh breeze of hope for
Anglican orthodoxy ini this relentlessly
revisionist diocese.” Hel said an early
goal is to holdi seminars led by ortho-
dox theologians. AAC spokeswoman,
Diane Stanton, told 7TCC that AAC's ai-
§ filiates inciude 14 chapters representing
| every region of the U.S., with six mare
in formation; 22 ministries; 42 bishops;
and 50 parishes, with over 300 on the
mailing list. The AAC has a generalmail-
ing'list of some 10,000.
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of the facility, ACC leaders initiated legal action seeking to
keep Seeland and others from the separated group oft
seminary property. A spokesmanisaid temporary restr_aln;
inglorders issued in the case bar anyone on either “side
from taking anything from Holyrood's premises or other-
wise changing the status quo as of October 17, the day
before Seeland's “invasion.”Adecisioniis awaited onACC's
request for injunctions following a second hearing Novem-
ber 10. The case's outcome may serve to clarify'which of
the two bodies is the lawful ACC. The larger church pres-
ently controls all seminary funds.

Queried by TCC, Archbishop Hamlett declined com-
ment on the Holyrood matter until the judge’s decision is

rendered.

‘Anglican Catholic”v. “Anglican Protestant”

Hamlett says the break in communion between the two
ACC factions occurred because of a “failure at the highest
level” to uphold ACC's constitution and canons.

e noted'that the Continuing Church confessional docu-
ment, The Affirmation of St. Louis, states that its endersers
were doing ‘nothing new,” forming “no new body, but [con-
tinuing] as Anglicans and Episcopa-
lians.” However, he said, the document
affirms the seven ecumenical councils
of the undivided Church, going beyond
establishmentAnglican acceptance of
the first four councils. The teachings
of these councils are also deemed
“binding and unalterable” in ACC’s
governing documents. Hamlett thus
argues that those at St. Louis intended
to leave behind the “doctrinal compre-
hensiveness” which he says marked

“Anglican Protestantism’ and adoptin-
stead an “Anglican Catholic” identity.

Bishop/Hamlett

His main case in point concerns
certain Marian doctrines which he says were set forth by
the seven councils, and “belong to the Faith of the un-
divided...Church.” They include, he asserts, the teaching
that Mary is “ever-virgin,” (Constantinople, Capitula 2),
“without sin,” (Nicea Il Decree); and that her ‘glorification
(Constantinople Il) or Dormition...” means that she was
assumed into heaven “as a whole human being...the first
human being to be fully redeemed body and soul—one
step ahead of us,” in Hamlett's words.

But he says conflict erupted when a book authored by
an ACC priest, Fr. Mark Haverland, termed these doc-
trines “pious opinions,” and some ACC bishops endorsed
his view. The doctrines should be “the...publicly expresseqd
faith of the church,” he said.

Hamlett told TCC he tried ‘Up to the last moment” to
avert a split over the matter, and denied that there was a
misunderstanding about it. He said one ACC bishop,
Brother John-Charles, had acknowledged the theological
divisioniduring a meeting at Holyrood. el

But some confusion does appear to exist. Correcting
earlier misimpressions, Hamlett said his group's beligfs
about Mary accord with those held by Orthodoxy, not
Rome; thus they are considered doctrine andnot dogma
“necessary to salvation.” (The fact that Hamlett includes

them in the “binding” teachings of the councils may cloud

the matter, however.) :
Canon Kenneth Gunn-Walberg of ACC’s Diocese of the

Resurrection pointed out that, according to the Handbook
of the Catholic Faith, the term “pious opinion” is Syns
onymous inecclesiastical circles with “godly doctrine.” He
also asserted that the work of the seven councils con-
tains only five words about Mary. herself. :

In'line: withr Anglican tradition, ACC leaders have said
that, as the Immaculate Conception and Assumption or
Dormition of Mary cannot be proven from scripture, such
beliefs cannot be required of church members.

Many ACC members do hold these beliefs, however.
For hisipart, Fr. Haverland said: “I believe and liturgically
celebrate all of the Marian teachings. | proclaim the per-
petualvirginity of our Lady at least daily at mass. But these
areinot.necessary doctrines. To say otherwise is to reject
the Ordinalland'to make nonsense of our ordination prom-
ises and' vows.” (At his ordination, a priest affirms that
“the Holy Scriptures contain all doctrine required as mec-
essary: for eternal salvation...” and promises “to teach
nothing, as necessary to eternal salvation, but that which
[he] shall be persuaded may be concluded and proved by.
Scripture.”)

Diferent reasons for the break were detailed by Bishop
Seeland, however, when parishioners of Christ Church,
San Mateo, California, met November 16 to decide the
congregation's affiliation after the split.

Askedito comment, Archbishop Stephens and ACC's Pro-
vincial Chancellor, Canon John Hollister—alsoin attendance
attherequestofsome parishioners—first chronicled events
since Arehbishop Lewis stroke in March. These include
LeWIS" ultimate inhibition of: the five bishops, chiefly for at-
temptingto usurp his authority, after they declared Lewis
Incapacitated and Kleppinger acting metrepolitan.

Bishop Seeland's comments about the Harmlett group’s
position, accordingito one witness, included claims that the
Mine majority bishops want to promote remariiages'among
the clergy, the ordination of practicing homosexuals, same-
Sex ‘marriages,” abortion, and 4 general abandenment of
Catholic morality. These' responses. and others to ques-
‘tIOHS gbout liturgical issues and'Hamlett's denunciation of
Traditional Episcopalians,” seemed to leave most parish-
loners unconvinced, the witness said. Seelandis claims were
firmly. refuted by Stephens and Hollister. The parish voted
42-22 to remain with ACC's main body.

' _Equal!y uncenvineed, g well-placed member of the ma-
Jority church elsewhere in the U.S. told TCCthat, while he
believes Hamlett ang Price acted out of genuine theologl=
cal concern, “the question really isn't Marianism... Thereal

agendafor the three' American bishops is power.” When
they failed intheir earlier attempt o ‘grab’ it, ‘they played

the Marian card to enlist tamlett and Price to their side.

This does not bode well for unity” among the five bishops,

heisaid.

A source in California, which jg included withint ACC's
Diocese of the Pacific and Southwest (Seeland), said that,
atthis writing, the majority of congregants are remaining
with thellarger ACC, while Sources elsewhere cited a re-

verse situation in Kleppinger's and McNeley's dioceses
(Resurrection, and Holy Trinity andlGreat Plains, respec-
Y. As of October, officials of the main body projected

tively). ( ‘
that about 18 percent of ACC's tota international mem-
bersi D WGU‘QO with the other group.
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EX-GAY LEADER LEAVES ECU
FOR CEC

SAYING HE BELIEVES
THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH (ECUSA)
HAS “MOVED BE-
YOND THE MARGINS
OF HISTORIC CHRIS-
TIANITY,” and of rea-
sonable “hope for re-
form,” Alan Medinger,
the director of the
Baltimore-based ho-
mosexual healing
ministry, Regenera-
tion, has left ECUSA.
After “long, agoniz-
ing| deliberation and
much prayer,” Medinger
and his wife, Willa (both pictured), departed! their. church
home of many decades for the Charismatic Episcopal
Church (CEC), an orthodoxAnglican body foundediin 1992.
Though many found Regeneration through Episcopal
Church connections, ECUSA has never supported or pro-
moted Regeneration or any ministry aimed at helping ho-
mosexuals who want to change, the prevailing notion be-
ing that such change is impossible, possibly harmful, and
unnecessary. Medinger, however, is one of many who has
been healed of homosexuality, and his ex-gay ministry. is
among several in the country. He recently penned an ar-
ticle on how ECUSA “lost the battle over homosexuality.”
But he wrote a message to Episcopalians) who had sup-
Eorted I_?egeneration’s ministry, expressing his hope that

our unity in Jesus Christ will transcend our. future differ-
ent dgnominational affiliations. A number. of Episcopalians
rem_aln on our board and! staff, and our many years of as-
sociation with Episcopal churches in Baltimore and North-
ern Virginia has been an important part of our formation in
mlqlstry.” One observer felt Medinger’s shift in churchal-
!Fglanqe was understandable: “Now,” he said, Medinger

can minister within a church that upholds instead of deni-
grates his life, experience, and ministry.” On September

21, the Medingers started attending a CEC parishiin/Towson,
Maryland.

“

RC Bishops Create Stir With
Message To Parents Of Gays

American Roman Catholic bishops haveoffered an“out-

stretchedhand? of support to parents of gay children; urg-
Ing them to accept their offspring because homosexual
onentation, not homosexual activity, is experienced as a
given™ and therefore “cannot be considered sinful.”
_ The October 1 letter endorsed by:the board of the U.S.
Catholic Conference of Bishops appears to be part of an
effort by the Roman Church to better distinguish homo-
Sexualinclination from homosexualbehavior, but some be-
lieve it will be seen as a concession to the latter as well.

Titled Alwa s Our Children:A Pastoral Message to Par-
1S of Homosexual Children and Suggestions for Pasto-
1l Ministers, the [etter does not endorse @ gay lifestyle. |t
- %alls on homosexuals to live a “chaste life,” meaning that

 S9xUal intercourse must aceur only within marriage be-
'Weenia man and a woman.” Response to the [etter has

been largely positive.

But conservative groups believe its central message
confuses church teaching and fails to warn parents that
homosexuality may: arise from abuse or youthful experi-
mentation. Crisis, a national magazine, circulated an open
letter to bishops and to/Rome, saying the bishops’ mes-
sage is “so seriously flawed it threatens to mislead the
faithful” about church teaching on homosexuality.

*THE FIRST MASS FOR GAY AND LESBIAN ROMAN
CATHOLICS IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, was held at that
city’s Sacred Heart Cathedral recently. More than 200
homosexuals were present as Bishop Walter F. Sullivan
celebrated the Massititled “A Liturgy in Celebration of Gay.
and Lesbian Catholics.” Sullivan told the congregation:
“Youl know, you belongl here. lt's about time somebody
says that to you...This is your spiritual home.” The con-
gregation gave him a standing ovation at the endi of the
service. Plans are to make the homosexual Mass an an-
nual event. A similar service was held last Marchiin the
Roman cathedral in Rochester, New: York.

Sources: Associated Press, The Washington Times, The
Washingten Post, Christian News

Ecumenical Patriarch Confronted
By U.S. Church’s Growing Pains

Report/Analysis By Terry Mattingly
Scripps Howard News Service

Throughout his recent 16-city U.S. tour, Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew of Constantinople has faced a good
news, bad news situation.

The good news is that Orthedox Christianity is growing
ini America. Then again, the bad news is that Orthodox
Christianity is grewing in: America. This creates tensions.
As the old world's symbolic leader, Barthelomew has of-
fered many, glowingiwords of praise, and some sharpicriti-
cisms, of the new world's feisty flock.

“Qrthodox Christians, who! live in a country where' full
religious freedomireigns and where adherents of various
religions live side by side,...constantly see various ways of
living and arein danger of being beguiled by certain of them,
without examining| if their way of'life'is consonant with'the
Orthodox Faith,” he said at Holy Cross Seminary. “Already,
many of the old and new Orthodox...are stressing differ-
ent, existing deviations from correct Orthodox lives.”

Many Americans use ‘worldly criteria” to judge ehurch
leaders, said Bartholomew, who!isi considered the “first
among equals” ameng Orthodox patriarchs. Other con-
verts are, due tolignorance, hanging on'to\Roman Catho-
lic and Protestant teachings or arbitrarily altering liturgies.
This can be observed in the way some Americans sing
their chants or in'the style of icens'they venerate. Seme
fail to grasp Orthodox architecture or yearn to sit down
too much during worship.

Bartholomew.couldn't have chosen a more symbolic place
to deliver this sobering sermon on October 30. The
Brookline, Massachusetts, seminary has beeniat the heart
of a bitter dispute in the Greek Archdiocese of America.

Last winter, a Palestinian seminarian punched a Greek
priest after refusing repeated sexual advances during & dor-
mitory party. The faculty disciplinary committee investigated
and urged' expulsion for the Greek. Instead, Archbishop

Continued on next page, right column



ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS:

*MELBOURNE HAS BECOME THE SECOND DIO-
CESE IN'THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA
(ACA) TO CALL FOR LEGISLATION TO PERMIT
WOMEN BISHOPS. The Diocese of Adelaide was the first,
earlier this year. At Melbourne!s October diocesan synod,
the vote was almost unanimous, though the Archbishop
of Melbourne, Keith Rayner, sounded a note of caution
about the timing. Five Australian dioceses do not yet ad-
mit women as priests, an innovation the church decided
to allow in 1992. Plans call for a debate on women bish-
ops atACA's General Synod in February. - Anglican Com-
munion News Service/Church Times

"ATENTHOF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND’'S CLERGY
ARE WOMEN, according to a sunvey: reported! by the
National Association of Diocesan Advisers in Woemenis
Ministry. Charting changes since the church ordained!its
first women priests in 1994, the survey found that, by the
end of July 1996, there were 1,957 woemeni ini licensed
ministry in the C of E's 43 dioceses. Nearly 400' women
are in charge of parishes. Almost half of themiare paid a
full'stipend. Most clergywomen are middle-aged, with rela-
tively few below 40 or over 60 years old. More than 200 of
these women are in “sector” ministries, working as chap-
lains in hospitals, prisons, universities, colleges and in
industry. The majority are married, 306 of them to clergy-
men. - Anglican Communion News Semvice

“THE EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT OF THE ANGLI-
CAN COMMUNION'S OFFICE IN LONDON IS CLOS-
ING. Created in 1988 following the establishment of the
Decade of Evangelism, the departmentiis to be closed by
the end of 1997: the Rev, Cyril Okorocha, evangelism of-
ficer at the LLondon office, and his secretary will'lose their
jobs, and the responsibility for evangelism will be shifteq
to the various provinces of the Communion, Okorocha, a
priest from Nigeria, was one of the organizers of the widely
acclaimed evangelism conference at Kanugain 1995, angd
participated in February's Anglican Encounter in the South
in Malaysia, which issued the Kuala Lumpur statement.
- The Living Church/The Church of England Newspaper

*A STRONG DOSE OF ORTHODOXY. IS NEEDED IF
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA IS 110)
SURVIVE, says noted Oxford theologian Prof, John
Webster. Speakingiat Toronto's Wyeliffe College, where he
taught a summer course on the Apostles’ Creed, the 42-
year oldLady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Oxford said
gospel-centered Christians fear that today's Anglican Church
has capitulated to modern culture and is losingiits historical

theological bearings. “There's a fear thay the basic shape
of Christian doctrine that you find in the creeds no longer
wins the mind 1eh," he said, He predicted that

North Ameri; vill continue to “shrink” ifiit
isiting W

North Am carn

fails to, def ng Wycliffe—where
he taught 0010 0 Oxlors.
Webster was holarly
Engagemen nce at the
school. Forn
orthodox theo
of SEAD. - A

*A SUDAN

PATRIARCH Continued. from previous page

Spyridon, head of the Greek Archdiocese, deposed the
school president and fired three faculty men:}bers on the
disciplinary panel. Many screamed “cover-up” and Greek-
American newspapers have carried reports about a pow-
erful clique of homosexual priests and monks close to the
hierarchy. b

“This'storm isn't about American rebels rejecting the au-
thority of their bishops,” said Dean Popps of McLean, Vir-
ginia, a leader in a network of angry laity. “This is about
corruptioniand immorality and incompetence.” ' :

Greek politics also have affected attempts to punld unity,
amongAmerica's dozen other Orthodox jurisdictions, each
with its own foreign ties. , .

In'1994, an unprecedented conference of American bish-
ops called for the birth of a true American Orthodox church.
But Bartholomew crushed the effort. On October 25, a rank-
ing prelate linked to that effort publicly told Bartholomew
that it's time for Orthodoxy, to stop being a “tribal,” “ghetto
faith'in this mission field.

“While we profess our conviction that the Orthod_ox
Chureh is catholic and apostolic, we live in a way which
gives priority to cultural and ethnic loyalties,” said Metro-
politan' Theodosius of the Orthodox Church in America,
which has its roots in Russian Orthodoxy. “While we know
very welllthat we' are united in the Orthodox Ealth...we
present ourselves as divided and even competitive com-
munities. Thus, what we profess and affirm as our faith is
contradicted by how we live and act as a church.”

In reply, Bartholomew said these words placed a “heavy.
burden” on him.

There arelother signs of division. Reports continue that
Bartholomew will carve the Greek Archdiocese here into
several districts, each with a bishop directly beholden to
him: The divided U.S! flock would lose clout and stay under
Istanbul's control. Meanwhile, the future of the unified Or-

CHURCH POSTS. The new general secretary of the' All
Africa Conference of Churches is Canon Clement Janda,
director of the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation in Zam-
biai There, one of his main tasks has been teaching hu-
man rights, about which he finds many. in the world are
Uninformed. The Foundation, Africa’s biggest Christian lay
centre, specializes in leadership training. - Ecumenical
News International

*BRAZIL’S ANGLICAN PRIMATE, Glauco Seares de
tima, has challengedithe recent claim of a Roman Catho-
lic leader that the Worldl Council of Churches (W.CC)
funded! Latin American subversive movements between
the 1960s and 1980s, causing the Gospel serious harm.

* Responding to Cardinal Ratzinger, the Roman Catholic

Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, Soares de Lima, who is also president of the
National Council of Christian Ghurches of Brazil, asserted
thatthe WCC s always opposedto dictatorships and takes
the peoples side. He denjedthat the WCC financed guer-
rillas, and claimed the organization gave humanitarian,
niotideological, support, Tine cardinal, the archbishop said,
IS confusing support given to grassroots mover"nents’ ;rr‘l
the struggle against dictatorships andl oligarchies, Wi A
- PROrtgiven toguerrilla forces. He said the WCC elffefn
€ moral support to the struggle against Latin
torships of the time, but not financial SUP
Consultative Council
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THE REV. THEO MFAZWE
tells delegates toithe An-
glican Catholic Church’s
October Provincial Synod
in Norfolk, Virginia, about
their ContinuingAnglican
brethreniin the Missionary
Diocese of Southern Af-
rica, which was formally
received into the ACC
at the Norfolk meeting.
Mfazwe, one of three del-
egates from the South
African branch who came
to the synod, told TCC
that ACC adherentsin his
o e region number around
12?%?1 The jurisdiction, which includes South Africa and
otho, isidue to elect its own bishop soon.

e

tcréon?i?]):; eCht;lStlan Mi_ssior,w Center is unclear and conflicts
S about Spyridon s role in the Standing Conference
AJ(anonlcal Orthodox Bishops in America.
- ch?l(c)jme point, the m'other church must stop deminating
- Inter,ns?ld' Harry Coin, a Boston-area layman who runs
os. V) et Site—www.voithia.org—about the controver-
K?‘?\i oithia” is Greek for “help.”

like h(; 8;:18 vaants 1o make some big change in our tradition,
S de% emale priests. Ar}d this isn't about doctrine. No
B s é(‘jt‘ng who Christ is,” he said. “But we do need
M Cﬁuraﬂ ] archb!shops who understand that an' Ameri-
trustwortﬁ IS growing and can accept that...We also need
the peop| y men who will be solid' moral examples for all
Torr Mp e who are coming into our churches.”

y Mattingly teaches at Milligan College in Tennessee:

Hewrites this weekl i
Servies, y.column for the Scripps Howard News

ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS:

JoHE REV. DR. RICHARD BOWYER is the new aca-
7 i‘clcldean of Saint Joseph ofArimathea AnglicanTheo-
Aol Callege in Berkeley, Calfornia, operated by the
ol e Province of Christ the King (APCK). Fr. Bowyer
Jesus -A. and M.A. degrees in modern languages from
'torats College, Oxford University. He received'his Doc-
ori ok Theology at the University of Exeter in 1981,
En ISUbsequenﬂy served as a priest in the Church of
“{«@f'ghand before joining APCK in 1995. Dr. Bowyer comes
= Nefseminary after having served on the staff of the
copal Heritage Church in Washington, D-C. - APCK
onie Newsletter
i IE DEAN OF SEABURY-WESTERN THEOLOGI-
- SEMINARY, HAS BEEN ELECTED BISHOP CO-
ITORIOF NEW YORK. The Very Rev. Mark S. Sisk;
illlbecome the 15th bishop of the diocese when he
dsithe Rt. Rev. Richard Grein. President and Dean
uny-Western since 1984, Sisk also teaches pas:
istration at the Evanston, llinols, seminary
ed from the University of Marylandiand Gen-
cal'Seminary, and received an homorary doc-
Seneral in 1984. He served parisnes i :)h?
ew York during the 1970s. He'ls a memt hee
Order of the Soclety of St. Francis and t

Society of Biblical Literature. Married with three children,
he serves on the Council of Seminary Deans, and onthe
boards of the Coernerstone Project and of The Anglican
Theological Review. - The Living Church

*DRAWING MORE THAN 500 PEOPLE TO CON-
SIDER “THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS,” an Anglican In-
stitute conference in Birmingham, Alabama, last spring
offered a direct challenge to the Jesus Seminar, a
longstanding, controversial consultation of scholars which
has questioned the authenticity or accuracy of most of
the biblically recorded sayings of Jesus. In contrast to
the Jesus Seminar’s efforts to trim away what it consid-
ers culturally-derived additions to the real person of
Jesus, the goal of the Anglican Institute gathering *was
to build a case for the truly historic Jesus, the Jesus of
both history and faith, of both man and God,” noted cne
participant. The Very Rev. N.T. Wright, dean of England's
Lichfield Cathedral, said the quest for the historical Jesus
was both necessary and non-negotiable. “We who be-
lieve so intensely in the Incarnation of Jesus,” Wright
said, “must deal with the flesh of his earthly existenee,
an existence in ancient Palestine at the beginning of the
first century.” Conference participants also included
former Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie; Alistair
McGrath, principal of Wyeliffe Hall, Oxford; the Rew.
Fleming Rutledge of Salisbury, Connecticut; and Bishop
Edward Salmon of South Carelina, Institute chairman.
Incidentally, the Jesus Seminar may next undertake a
revision of the New Testament itself, possibly to include
other ancient Christian texts, and a critique of the chureh's
ancient creeds. Seminar founder Rabert Funk has an-
nounced that a younger set of scholars will be assuming
leadership of the group, and that he sees the future fo-
cus as nothing! less than a new ‘Reformation of Chris-
tianity.” - Episcopal News Service/Anglican Digest/Bir-
mingham News/The New York Times

OF GENERAL INTEREST:

*A 60-YEAR-OLD AMERICAN CONVICTED OF DE-
FRAUDING CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS AND RE-
LIGIOUS BODIES in a scheme invelving over $300 mil-
lion has been sentencedito 12 years in jail. Many Chris-
tian organizations and Christian businessmen fellivictim
to the scheme's promoter, John G. Bennett, Jr., whose
Foundation for New Era Philanthropy promised huge re-
turns on short-term investments. The operation, believed
to be the biggest charity fraud'in U.S. history, began in
1989 and collapsed in 1995. In all, New Era took $354
million froam 500 nonprofit arganizations, ineluding mere
than 190 Evangelical Christian ministries. Bennett ac-
cepted! blame for his deeds but contended that he was
delusional at the time and intended no fraud. The judge
gave Bennett about half the jail time federal guidelines
advise because he provided years of charity work be-
fore founding New Era, made what restitution he could
after the charity collapsed, and cooperated with autheri-
ties. - Ecumenical News International/Religion News
Service/The Washington Post

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S SECOND VETO OF THE
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN ACT has not re-
solved the issue, and will spark an intensified effart to

Continued on Page 25

~ THE CHRISTIAN cHALLENGE, DECEMBER, 1997 23

o |




24

LETTERS Continued from Page 3
Continuing Anglican Catholic Church, by whatever name we
choose to! call ourselves. a -

]D(;. eGuelzo also states (that) *...Anglicans in Pf"""“c""l1 ][‘E’;;’lﬁ
have proved ambivalent about ecumenicity.” [ would ca L
attention to the Church of South India and the Church of Nort :
India. Both these churches were established, after decades o
negotiation with various Protestant bodies, on the prmglples
of the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral. They united Anglicans
with Protestants and continued within a modified Anglican
framework. : :

The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain (no connection
with the American RE Church) was an indigenous Span1§h
Protestant group which the Church of Ireland took unc'ier 1ts
wing:...Irish bishops consecrated [that church.’s] ﬁrgt bishop,
Bishop Molina. The second bishop, Ramon taibo Seines, who
had been a Presbyterian minister, was consecrated...by ECUSA
bishops, joined by several Old Catholic European bishops. The
Lusitanian Church (the Anglican Church inl Portugal) has a
sumilar history. [lts] first bishop, Bishop/Pereira, was a physi-
cian and a Protestant minister. He came into the Lusitanian
Church and was consecrated bishop by ECUSA and'Old/Catho-
lic bishops. Both the Spanish and Portuguese churches are
slowly becoming more Anglican.

And'how about COCU? Or the latest attempt by, ECUSA to
[establish full communion] with ELCA?

The Rev. Fr. Virgil Miller
P.O. Box 393
Vieques, Puerto Rico 00765

ECUSA, ESA, ST. LOUIS

...The [September/()ctober] 1SSue...contains such a wealth
of information on the General Convention and the (Episcopal)
Synod, and every other pertinent subject. This issue is abso-
lutely “loaded.” You have outdone yourself!

Mary Bowen
Silver Spring, Maryland

It is discouraging to realize that, 20 years after the St. Louis
meeting (which sparked most of the Continuing Church), the
hierarchy of the Episcopal Church is stil] “slouching toward
Gomorrah.” Where are our leaders? Why are the conservative
bishops still trying to cling to an. apostate group stil] calling
itself a church?

Edris Hemphill
Raleigh, North Carolina

The [Sept/Oct] issuc of the CHALLENGE was Sl Vo
coverage was excellent and the Teporting clear, concise ang
very readable, '

Lynn Brundage
Ralm Bay, Florld,

THE INTERNATIO
ANGLICAN FELLO

Has Available:

RITUAL NOTES, i ithied. by E.C.R. Lamburm
U.S.—$35

THE PRACTICE OF RELIGION by A .C. Knowles
U.S.—$17.50 ° Qutside U.S.—$20 (Q.s)

THE WAYS AND TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
by L.M.A. Haughwout
U:S.—$10 ° Outside U.S.—$12 (U.s.)

CERTIFICATES
For ACA - 6 for $5; 12 for. $10
including: 1. Holy Matrimony (Reverse side—Decla-
ration of Intention); 2. Baptism (reverse side—When |
was Baptized! I became; | promised); 3. Godparent
Certificates (includes Responsibilities, Prayers for God-
parents, BCP pgs 276-277); 4. Confirmation (reverse
side—Suggestions for a Rule of Life); 5. Reception.
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All prices include shipping; and handlin g
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E-mail: eliastheol@aol.com : _J
hittp.// sommunity heartland net/free-onthod ox-church/

HALLENGE, DECEMBER, 1997



s 4%

] Tell That To Humpty Dumpty

Here’s an object lessort ip ECUSAthink.

As noted elsewhere in this issue, the lead of a recent story in
BCUSAS monthly newspaper 1.nf0rmed. r'eader.s—apparent]y
with a straight face—that outgoing Presiding Bishop Edmond
Browning believes ECUSA is “healthy, although deeply divided.”

Is this hilarious, but sad, report supposed to engender a col-
lective thumbs up, we wondered?

As one fellow parishioner quipped, one who is drawn and
quartered'is “healthy, although deeply divided.”

Signs And Wonders

This marks the fifth consecutive issue of 7CC in which we
have chronicled what has shaped upito be the strongest and most
widespread: backlash to revisionism in the Episcopal Church
that'we have' ever seen.

Galvanized chiefly by ECUSA’s sexual de-moralization, a
remarkable shift—a movement to actively uphold, proclaim and
defend orthodox doctrine—has taken place on the national and
intemational level in the space of about nine months.

Does this then herald the birth of a new: era in the Anglican
world, one in which church leaders will seek to ensure greater

orthodox integm

h is too s00n

extraordinarily g200d: a
:an u ; .

Tumors of the birth of a Sa\lr]il:)Srl.la"y S S Ly o

We here at TCC wish all of

s, our readers a blessed and joyous

Did You Get The
Sept./Oct. CHALLENGE?

For reasons we have been una i i
usqal nun.lber. of copies of the agfvte?éii:;niz;ﬁz‘ 2e|:fleg:l :;t:f?:c_i
Lheu destinations. Though we had severe computer, problems
ﬂfirses?xtnihrs TC C; office follow'mg: ECUSA's General Convention
T \:r (of coursel), ever)'f indicationiis that our subscriber

‘ as unaffected by this. We have checked into poten-
tial problems at the printers, where the labels are applied, and
so far have found none. We think it was likely the mail service,
but have no clue as to what could' have caused this never-be-
fore-experienced snafu.

If you are one of the subscribers who did not receive the Sep-
tember/October issue (coverage of General Convention, ESA
meeting, and 20th.anniversary of the St. Louis Congress), please
donot hesitate tollet us know: by letter, phone, fax or e-mail (see
page 2 for information), and we will send you' a replacement
copy by, first class mail, as we already have done for a number.
of other readers.

One other notation, while we’re at it: the delays caused by the
summer’s computer problems have had something of a domino
effect throughout this fall and early winter, which means each
edition during that time has been sent out a week or more later
than usual. This, we hope, will explain why some recent issues,
including this one, have been slower in getting to you. We regret
the delays and hope to.be back on a more normal schec!ule early
next year, which will begin with the January/February issue.

“

BRIEFS Continued| from Page 23
override' the veto, according to Helen Alvare, pro-life
Spokeswoman for U.S. RomaniCatholic bishops: Shesaid
sident “ignored [the] overwhelming consensus of
lators), religious leaders, medical professionals and
merican people: the violent killing of childreniin the
process of being born disgraces our nation.” The
Vete approving the revised bill, which wo.ul'd ban
m abortion except to save the mother's life; gar-
el than thel two-thirds majority. necessary. to
a veto (296-132), whilel Senate support for the
86) in May was three votes short. - Our Sunday

RESIDENT AL GORE'S CONTENTION THAT
BIES'MEAN MORE GLOBAL WARMING has
ho fear that Gore’s calls to slash popu=
a corrective would leaditoimore abo-';;
Id countries. “What/he woulddoiis pust
babies to advance a theary ‘°m°""§

s. Youldon'tiuse woer 9 it
Smith: charged that the Wite

" saidla Rep. Christoph

CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, DECEMBER, 1997

itv planning. His recent'comments were made at a
{/?lmz }F-)louse gummit of 100 TV wea.therme‘n-, some of
whom, however, indicated their belief that causes of
changing weather patierns and qf’ the claimed global
warming are not yet.clear. - The Washington szgg L

+DEPARTING FROMITS USUAL POLICY QF VFU.N’D-”
ING SEX EDUCATION AND FAMILY PLANNING Pﬂoa
GRAMS, the federal government S sending oufg $‘50“m‘|l~
lion in controversialigrants ta enable statesito seach abk
stinence until marriage: Pennsylvania R\apubl‘ncan ch '
Santorum; a Key backer of the abstme_nqe _’pmg;r:am-.-"—»k
autﬁorize,d in the 1996 welfare law—said it is the most
eﬁe‘ctive form of prevemir:tg %rzggaxgxharg pmmoie\g
inas sych as self-respect and seti-worlh. SaFbsps > Fs
;ilt:;g sSue(;(uahty Information and Ezducahi
the United States (SIE US) and P
Federationiof America have cri
istic and abstinence-only progr

NMARK have L
riages, W
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7w O GRACIOUS FATHER, we humbly beseech
thee for thy holy Catholic Church; that thou
wouldest be pleased!to fill it with all truth, in all
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in
error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, re-
form it. Where it is right, establish it; where it is in want,
provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of
him who died and rose again, and ever liveth (o make inter-

cession for us, Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

Y %
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ARIZONA
Phoenix ¢ the Epiphany

urCh OCI ure
jcan Ch
(’*"g,ﬁ,c 12th St.; Sun

rederick RIVerS:

hin America)
HE 7:30a, [0a; The Rey.
602/870-3638

Los Angeles (Loz Feliz area)
st, Mary of the Angels

Anglican Churc_h b
(Anglican Church in Amer l(,‘ 9,
4510FinleyAve; Sun Low Mass 8a, Mattins
9:30a, Solemn High Mass 10a, Lf)w Mw‘f
12:30p, Evensong4p; MonMattins {1 :439,
LowMassnoon; Mattins 10aTues-Sat (wuh'
Low Mass on Sat); Vespers 7pTues, Wed, Fri,
Sat (withLow/Mass on Wed, E): TheRev.
GregoryWilcox, 213/660-2700, 660-2708

Orange County

Church ofi

Saint Mary Magdalene

(Anglican Catholic. Chuich)

205S. Glassell'St., Orange; Sun7:30a HC,
$8:30aMP. 9.a.m: Sung Mass; Wed 9:30a Mass
&uHealing Service; Thurs 7p/Mass; Prayer
Book Holy Days7piMass; The Rev. James
Everman; 714/532-2420

COLORADO

Denyer

St. Mary’s! Church

(Anglican Catholic Church)

2908 Clayton: Sun HE 7:302,9:30a, 12noon, 6p,
Evensong & Benediction Sp; DailyMasses: The Rev.
StephenWallsteactt, 303/758-7211, fax 7583166

CONNECTICUT

( Resurrection
nceof Christ the K, ing)

ave.Suni8al.ow)Mass; 1la
charist;The Rev. Rocco Florenza;
928 fax 3301001

CHURCH DiREcTORy

GEORGIA
OREGON
SOUTH VA
gﬁ‘jla:)?:r]lz’]shChurch ]S3€nd ! Florence e
(Episcopal Church) t. Paul’s Anglican Church

Anglican Church of Qur Saviour
(Anglican Catholic € hurch)

Stouden Mire Chapel, 100 block E. Palmetio St..
Sun%HClm&dm‘MPlst.EP,lrd:meRcv.

James K. Short, priest-in-chiarge; contact Louise
Sallenger, 803/669-6615

Greenville

Holy Trinity Anglican Church

(Anglican Ghurch in Ameri

900-D'SE WilsonAve; Sun 8 Lo;‘;\jlass 102
Choral Bucharist, Church School: Wed f()a
HC/Healing: 1923 BCP/American Missal: The
Rev. Stanley G, Macgirvin: 541/385-1774

1 West Macon St. (Madison Sq.); Sun Services
8a; 10:30a; n0on; Adult Classes 9:30a: Church
School 10:30a; 1928 BCP: The Rev. William
Ralston; 912/232-125]

ILLINOIS

(Anglican Church in America)
: PENNSYLVANIA 717 Buncombe St Sun 1a HC: 1923 BCP: The
Qlll ney : . Phila delphia Rev. Jack Cole; 864/232-2882
St. John's Parish Church of St. James the Less  Spartanburg
(Anglican Church in America) (Episcopal Church) St. Francis Church

14thand Broadway; Sun Low/Mass 7:30a: 3227 W. Clearfield St:: Sun Low Mass 8a:

(Anglican Church in America)

Family Choral Eucharist&: SS 10 Sung Mass 0a; (Summer Low Masswith 601 WebberRek: Sun Liow Mass Sa, Education
Wed HC 5p;1hursMP8.45a. HC%; Hymas 9a); Weekdays Masses: Tues & Thurs~ 9a, Solemn HighMass 10a, Evensong &
The Rev. OscarNatwick; 217/222-3241 6p; Wed 10a; Fri9a; Sat9:30a: American Benediction 6p; Wed Mass 7p; Friday Mass
Missal/1928 BCP: The Rev. David Qusley: Noon; The Rev. Canon Kenneth Duley, rector;
215/229-5767 The Rt. Rev. Charfes Boyntor: 864/579-3079,
fax 579-2970: SxFrancis@AOL.COM
IOWA :
Des Moines Rt VRGNS
= The Church of the Ar]ington
Sl A [e-Crieiie] Good Shepherd Church of St. Matthias
(Angllcan.ClzurCh' 4 Ame.nca.) & (Episcopal Church/ESA) (Anglican Church in America)
4911 Mered1th:Sun9.lOaManns.9.30%.1HC. Tancastes and Montrose Averues: Sun 8a 3850Wilson Blvd, (Wilson Bivd, Christian
Church'School: Tues, Thurs EP& HEC 5:43p; Low Mass, 10a High Mass, Nursery 9452, ¥ Sun HE 9e: The Rev: Siegfried Riunee:
SatMP&HCS8:15 a};”{he Ven CarsiiClmio: Sunday School 10:45a,Adult Foram/11:45a: 301 963-5726:703/243:9373
The MostRey. Louis FalkiThe Rt.Rev. Weekday Holy Eucharist: Mon (at Haverford
Wellborm Hudson; 515/255-8121 State Hosp) 10s, Mon-Fri 1205p Wed 70, Leesburg/Dulles
Thurs (withhealing) 6p, Sat 92 Daily Ou!' Saval;r, ?‘?tlands
Offices: MomingPrayer, Mon-Fri%, Sat. (Episcopal Church) ;
8:30a; Evening lgmyer. Mon-FriSp;Organ. Route 15at Goos(e: gmle:{kéelgg;ltdish ss?gd
ital and Choral Evensong 4pion IstSuns  Leesburg; SuniH( 1, HCor MPwithSS B
MICHIGAN ;e}g]et;l &nm, May; Nov; The Rey. Dayid Nur:wry 9:30a, EP third Sundays; the Rey. Elijat
Detroit Moyer rector; 610/525-7070; fax S25-7514,  White; 5403384357
Mariners’ Church
(Autonomous)

170 E- JeffersonAvenue; SunHC 8:30.& 112,
SS and Nurseryat 1 la; Thurs HC 12: 10p; (All
sves 1928 BEP); The Rev. Richard Ingalls;
313/259-2206

FOUNDATIONS

MINNESOTA

St. Louis Park (Minneapolis)
Anglican Church /?f‘S.g. ?unstan
(Anglican Church in Americal =
ggglgém?ksxdg}\venm Sun HE8:30a(MP1sY
Sun); HC & SS 102 (Nurserycare Tues
Tp Bible Swdy; Allservioes 1925 B

Rey, WilliamSisterman; 122;9%9




