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the re-election of President Daniel arap Moi's government
atthe endoflast year. Relations between the Kenyan gov-
emment and the churches have been tense for several
years, but have deteriorated rapidly recently. lmmed_lately
after the December election, the church Ieaders.tned (0]
urge Kenyans to accept the election resul_ts, buttheir hopes
forimprovementin Kenya evaporated quickly as ethnic vio-
lence broke out, resulting in more than 200 (_ieaths: The
church leaders said the government was implicated in the
tribal violence which, they suggested, was dl(gcted against
ethnic groups who had supported the opposition parties in
the election. Ina joint statement, they called for the scrap-
ping of the forthcoming review of Kenya's constitution, and
urged that the government set upa “const!tuthnal confer_—
ence” to discuss the future direction of the nation. - Angli-
can Communion News Service

“A NEW ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING RUSSIA’S
GROWING RELIGIOUS RIGHT WING held its inaugural
meeting—a constitutional conference—in Moscow onJanu-
ary 28. The Union of Orthodox Citizens aims to put tradi-
tional church values at the center of Russian public life, A
leading liberal Christian immediately criticized the new orga-
nization as “fundamentalist.” - Ecumenical News International

“THE WIDENING GAP BETWEEN EVANGELICAL
AND LIBERAL PROTESTANT CHRISTIANS is particu-
larly pronouncediin a Canadian case relatingto homosexuy-
ality. Inian appearance before the Supreme Courtof Canada
March 18, a coalition of Evangelicals, Sikhs and Muslims
supported a challenge to a court ruling which would rede-
fine the term “spouse’ to include same-sex partners.
Canada’s biggest Protestant denomination, the United
Church of Canada, has intervened to support the ruling,
however. The appeal, brought by the Ontario Provincial Gov-
ernment, challenges the decision of 4 lower court, upheld
by the Ontario Court of Appeal, to strike down a section of
Ontario family law in which common-law (unmarried)
couples are defined as “3 man and a weman” and which
excludes people inother domestic relationships from being
able to sue for financial ‘Spousal support.” The lower court
ruled that the Act offended the equality provisions of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The court sub-
stituted a new: definition of ‘spouse’” to include same-sex
couples. - Ecumenical News International

“SEVENTY REFORM, CONSERVATIVE AND ORTHO-
DOX RABBIS HAVE SPOKEN QUT AGAINST PARTIAL
BIRTH ABORTION. The Maryland-based Institute for Re-
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ligious Values, which helpediorganize the effort said it was
the *first time since|Roe v: Wade (that) therelhas been any
organized campaigniin the Jewish community‘onibehalf of
legislation designedito reduce abartion.” Word of the rab-
bis’ stand comes as four more states—Florida; lowa, Vir-
ginia.and West Virginia—voted to outlaw partial-birth abor:
tions; aitotallof 201ULS, states have nowibanned the prac-
tice. The rabbis are urging the U.S. Senatetoloverride the
president's veto of Gongress’ban on partial birth abortion:
They plan full page advertisements in'Jewish community
papers across the nation'andia series of press.conferences
on the matter. Therabbis! statementtosenators says that,
in'Jewish law, abortion s allowediwhen the mother isiin
physical danger and procedure may: save her lite, @ re-
quirement satisfied by the' current legislation. However,

» once the'head of the baby, or
from the mother's body; ‘the
equalito theimother and!can-

the g e the mother's life" the rabbis
said. “Since partial birth abortion'involves the delivery! of

most of the' baby/s body before! it js aborted, Jewish law
prohibits this procedure except in the rarest of cireuim-
stances.” Orthodox Rabbj Daniel Lapin, chairman of To-

ward Tradition, said: “The message of Torah is one of
life...We cannot and should '

NOSTICS AND! ATHEIS

business covered by California civil rights laws, which bar
discrimination onvarious grounds, includingjsexuallorien:
tation'and religion. In unanimous decisions in two! differ-
ent cases, the court said the Boy: Seouts is an “expres-
sive sogial organization, whose primary.function'is the in-
culcation of values to its youthimembers,” and is free, like
any private club, to set its own membership policies,
- Associated Press

*BUTANEW JERSEY. APPEALS COURTHAS RULED
THAT THE DISMISSAL OF A HO
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Backtalk

600 MILLION?

Bishop Righter [recently claimed there are] 600 million gay
and lesbian people worldwide (Z€C, March, page 18).

Since the population of' the world only approaches six bil-
lion (see http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/ipc/popclock) this
would indicate approximately ten percent of the population.

Jeffrey Satinover, a Jewish, Harvard and Yale-educated psy-
chiatrist, cites the current statistical evidence [which puts the
incidence of male] homosexuality at 2.8 percent and 1.4 per-
cent forlesbianism (Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth,
p. 53). This would mean Bishop Righter exaggerates by about
440,000,000 (assuming 55 percent females in the population))...

For the U.S. alone, where the population is about 269 mil-
lion (see above web reference), Bishop Righter’s figures would
mean a total homosexual and lesbian population of 26.9
million...According to Satinover’s numbers, the total [homo-
sexual] population in the U.S. would be 5,460,700 (a [gay]
population of 3,389,400 and 2,071,300 lesbians)...

The Rev. Richard Kim
19983 Doyle Place East
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

MARCH ISSUE

Well done on your March issue, and for that matter, on all
issues I'have received. Your review of 1997 was excellent and
reveals a dire need! for repentance and reform! inl the western
branch of the Anglican Communion.

My heart and prayers are with those who stand for Christian
orthodoxy and'against the abusive, careless and arrogant voices
of those whoiseek toirevise the faith, unity and' discipline of
the Church and' the Gospel of Christ.

Keeplup the good work of presenting the news, good or bad,
to the eyes and'earsjof those faithful to traditional Anglicanism.

The Rt. Rev: John B. Pennington
E-mail: BISHOP JP EEC@JUNO.COM!

GIVING EDS A HAND

Editor’s Note: TCC reader Scott Tonk wrote us recently to say
that his alma mater, Episcopal Divinity School (EDS)—now
known! for a focus on feminist/lesbian liberation theology—
had adopted a new statement of purpose, and. is also in the
process of searching for a new president and dean.

“The purpose of Episcopal Divinity School,” EDS' board of
trustees declared earlier this year, “is to educate lay and or-
dained leaders for Christ’s Church and for the world who serve
and advance God's mission of justice, compassion, and recon-
ciliation. A seminary for the Episcopal Church, USA, [EDS]
is grounded. in the Anglican tradition and committed to grow-
ing in relationship with other Christian and faith traditions.
[EDS] is an academic community of biblical, historical, and
theological inquiry that respects students as responsible learn-
ers with valuable experience, supports spiritual and ministe-
rial formation, and provides tools for the lifelong work of so-
cial and personal transformation. The school’s dedication to
God's transforming mission challenges us to become an anti-
racist and multicultural community, embodying diversity and
seeking constructive change. These commitments lead to edu-
cational programs enlivened by theologies of liberation, espe-
cially the many voices of feminist, congregational, ecumeni-
cal and global studies. In our educational life we value criti-
cal intellectual engagement, prophetic spirituality, and social
action. Sustained by contemplation, worship, and prayer, [EDS]
forms leaders of hope, courage, and. vision to witness io the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Tonk, a 1972 alumnus of the Cambridge, Massachusetts semi-
nary, offered a few modest suggestions for EDS's new: presi-
dent and deanin the following openletter tothe school's search
committee.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the EDS Search Committee:

Since the Searchi Committee will inevitably be faced with
selecting a new President and Dean of EDS from what could
be numerous distinguished names with equally distinguished
curricula vitae, I'beg the Committee’s indulgence to suggest a
few possibilities myself:

John Shelby Spong, D.D., author, speaker, secmetime pro-
fessor at Virginia Theological Seminary, and presently Bishop
of Newark. Bishop Spong has many times proclaimed himself
against racism, ageism, sexism, homophobia, and also has
publicly supported a number of other causes such as femimsm
andi liberation. A highly creative and unconventional theelo-
gian, Bishop Spong has long been engaged in re-thinking, re-
imaging, and re-stating the Christian faith. He has also proved
himself a magnet for media attention. If EDS wants someone
whe will uphold vigerously the EDS Mission Statement, and
will keep EDS in the limelight at all times, John Shelby Spong
1S youn man.

An alternative is Jesse Jackson. The election of the Rev.,
Mr Jackson as EDS President amd Daan wil‘l shpw that the



ideologically pure. )
On the other hand, perhaps it is time for a female Presi-

dent and Dean, to demonstrate EDS’s sincerity in encouraging
feminist liberation studies. A possibility that would cover more
thani one ideological base—and would elevate one of EDS’s
best known professors—isithe Rev. Dr. Isobel Carter Heyward,
a noted author from the feminist lesbian perspective. Ms.
Heyward would add fire to “God's transforming mission,” as
EDS sees it, Consider, for example, some of Heyward’s com-
ments, to the Episcopal Women’s Triennial in 1994

“Feminism isn't about more jobs for women, but about re-
Structuring everything in the Church, liturgy, theology, polity
-..everything has to change...

“We femunists...are the leaders fighting to replace sexist,
umperialist, capitalist liturgies. We are called by God. to make
love, which is to say justice, in the bedroom and in theworld.
This is our feminist vocation—niceness is out. Compassion yes,
but don't be ‘nice.’”

Naturally other possibilities suggest themselves as well:
Elisabeth Schuessler-Fiorenza, Matthew Fox, Mary Daly, Jerry
Springer.

Perhaps what would really fill the bill is a poor Third World
lesbian with impeccable academic credentials.

Thank you for your consideration.

Hampton S. Tonk
1510 West Greenleaf Avenue 24
Chicago, lllinois 60626

KEEP “WEIRD”

I'hope you will continue the humor column, “News of the
Weird,” which made its debut in the [January/February issuel.
It's good fun, and helps the reader keep a healthy sense of
proportion about customary goings-on [in] ECUSA.

; A.C. Elias, Jr.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

THANKS

. ...Jlam a seminary student...and I just want to thank you for
putting together such a great publication, It is important that
Aumnglicanism and the Traditional Church have 4 voice in today’s

world...
Brent Keith
‘ Fayetteville, Arkansas
THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE always has been, and re-
mains, a wonderful resource for Anglicanism. Keep up the
wonderful productions...

Michael A, Skinner
Stamford, Connecticy

A Quarterly Journal for Thinking Traditionalists
(Now invits 16th yeanand read in 16 countries)
For a full year’s subscription send cheque for
US $16/to: 10989 Hilsea Cresent, RR#4, |
Ladysmith, BC, Canadal VOR 2E0 R

Calling ALL Traditional Anglicans To...

THE VICTORIA

EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE
August 20-24, 1998

..at historic St. Ann’s Academy in th'e heart
of beautiful Victoria, British Columbia.

Theme: “The Brém, f Life”

Dr. Richmond Bridge (Kings College, Halifax);
Archbishop Louis Falk; Bishop Robert Mercer;
Bishop/Donald Parsons; Prof. Roy Porter (Exeter
U: England); Dean Gregory Wilcox

BCP, Addresses, Workshops,
Tours, Banquet & Brunch at Empress Hotel

COST: $200 Can. ($165 U.S.)

(excluding accommodations, some meals)

WRITE: Co-ordinator, 207-1157 Fairfield Rd.,

Victoria, B.C. Canada V8V A39 /J
ORDER or ST, BENEDICT

(Founded 1985)
Traditional/Ecumenical

DO you have a vocation to be a monk? M a-lybg
You can be ani Oblate or an Associate or a Frien
of the Abbey. For information contact:

The Abbot
St. Benedict’s Abbey
7561 W. Lancaster Rd.
Bartonville, IL. 60607
309/633-0057, fax 633-0058

Opportunity For Experienced Priest

Holy Cross Anglican Church, a traditional 1928 Prays!
Book church, has an opening for an experienced Pr [eSi
to replace the Ietiring priest, The parishis in the Deat=s
tiful mountaini area of West Texas, is on solid! financl 2l
SERIand o s lale e oo ’rectory with! librars
| This community, alsq, ¢ a full four-year universi& i
Christian schoo], Montessor school, andll many MO€ i

|ll Search Committee 100 1P
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The Comfortable Word

By The Rev. William Ralston

INTHE TRADITIONAL PRAYER BOOK SERVICE we
are offered three “‘comfortable words™ just after the Confes-
sion and' Absolution. They are observed mostly by their ab-
sence from our new liturgical ceremonies. But I know people
for whom these words in that particular place have been in-
struments, not only of comfort, but of genuine conversion. And
I must speak also for myself, since one of themis my absolute
personal choice off all the texts of the New Testament.

In the translation of Coverdale, preserved inithe 1549 Prayer
Book (and in 1928), the text reads: “Come unto me, all ye
that travail and are heavy laden, and T will refresh you.” An
earlier translation, that of Tyndale (1534), reads: “I will ease
you.” In the King James (1611) it is: “Come unto me, all ye
that labor and' are heavy laden, and I will give you'rest.”

And the text continues: “Take my yoke upen you, and learn
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my. yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Jesus’ words
‘ —“Come unto me”"— _
quiet and “comfortable” as they seem,
are the most radical and disturbing
claim ever made by anybody..

Paul Tillich, the distinguished theologian, whose wiorks of
systematic theology are gathering dust in a thousand librar-
jes, wrote a number of books of essays and sermons which
retain their value. In one of his sermons, he tells the story
that when he was of an age to be confirmed (as a Lutheran),
it was the custom of his parish in Germany that each of the
candidates for confirmation choose a passage from the Bible
which seemed best to express his own personal understand-
ing of his faith.

Tillich chose the words I have quoted here. He tells us that

he repeated this text as the symbol of his own personal
he was asked in astonishment—even with ironic
ne had chosen it.
5, I was living under happy conditions,
S was b

has this character, showing the unique difference between
him, as the originator, and all the subsequent interpreters:
disciples and theologians, saints and preachers.”

I took this text with: me when [ began to study classical
literature. I noted the difference, as well as the similarity of
the great invitation Plato puts in the mouth of Socrates at the
end of the Gorgias, although it took me many years to appre-
ciate the moral continuity with Jesus, and' his own astound-
ing spiritual confidence and supremacy. The Platonic Socrates
says, “Follow me, then...” and invites us to continue the pur-
suit of justice and truth into the realm of right moral use of
language, through argument and philosophic discourse. But
“Follow me” is along way from “Come untome.” Jesus' cat-
egorical invitation and its imperative certainly bring us what
George Steiner calls, in his wonderful book, something strictly
primary, a unique ‘real presence.” It demands and elicits a
substantively different response.

Tillich adds: “Returning again to the passage of my early
choice, I feel just as much grasped by it as at that time, but
infinitely more embarrassed by its majesty, profundity, and
inexhaustible meaning.” And I think every one of us can share
the embarrassment and the fascination of a great theologian
for this miraculous wotk of the Lord.

The whole passage in which this singular text is located is
remarkable indeed. It occurs in St. Matthew’s Gospel, and it
is one of those places where St. Matthew sounds like St. John.
(You can read'it in your Prayer Book on p. 235, where it is
appointed' as the Gospel for St. Matthias’ Day.) Jesus refers
his own person and ministry to “the Father,” and only in that
context and in terms of that identification, goes on to say
“Come unto me.” But who is Jesus or anybody with the au-
thority tossay this?

People innumerable say, “Follow me’’; but, in direct jux-
taposition with the words spoken about the Father and the
Son, Jesus says of himself. “Come unto me.” St. John's ver-
sion of this is “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man
cometh unto the Father but by (through) me.”

These are not the places in the New Testament for our fash-
ionable reductionist and deconstructed Christianity to find
any comfort or any warrant for its “world consensus Spirifu-
ality.” They are meant for everyone, and are wholly inclu-
sive; but the defining element is entirely particular and ex-
clusive. It is Jesus himself, proclaiming a relation to God
unique and definitive. Otherwise than that self-awareness of
a unity with the Father, “Come unto me” is delusional mad-
ness. No wonder the religious orthodox of Jesus’ day tore
their clothes, threw dust, and stopped their ears. Jesus’ words,
quiet and “comfortable” as they seem, are the most radical
and disturbing claim ever made by anybody. We are brought
to the point of deciding between heavenly insanity and spiri-

‘tual reality.

The bringing together of the universal and' the particular,
the indissoluble identity of the general and the conerete, could

final mystery of God's dealing with us. You can interp
whole massive effort of the Church for the next 400
1 1€ Ao 1 lﬂ (=11 {




We should never forget that, at its heart, Christianity is/so
simple that a child' can grasp it, and so profound that the

greatest minds cannot fathom its mystery.
*

The foregoing is reprinted by permission from The Parish
Paper of St. John's Episcopal Church, Savannah, Georgia.
William Brailsford edits the Signposts columa.
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A century-old! fellowship. of lay
ministers founded to preserve
the rich Anglican liturgical tradi-
tions through education, inspi- &l
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| provinces within the Anglican

ERE ARE AT PRESER

;' F O SOMe Years now, propos- ) ) ,
( als for a separate province or: i four independent, autonomo

provinces of the Anglican Con
munionin the British Isles: t
Church of England, the Chur

| Communion have been bandied : :
| about by orthodox Anglicans in gland,
jons, i ngly of Ireland, the Churchiin Wal

" church situations. increasingly
| hostile to their convictions on

and the Episcopal Church
Scotland.

| women’s ordination and other: y : '
' By The Rev. Geoffrey Kll‘k None of those churches isil
Secretary, Forward in Faith

| issues.

To date, such proposals have
| been consistently rebuffed by
| Anglican leaders. The Eames
| Commission, which set interna-
| tional guidelines on handling di-
| visions over women's ordination

in 1989, said the Communion
| was in a period of “reception”
| (discernment) on women's ordi-
| nation which should allow
| “roomi for those who disagree.”
| To that end, it commended (in-
| ter alia) the idea of episcopal
| visitors (o minister 1o dissen-
| tients (a recommendationimple-
| mented virtually nowhere other
5 than England). But—while ad-
| mutting that Anglicanism had
; accepted the concept of “paral-
| lel” (overlapping) jurisdictions
f o some. degree—the commission
4 rejected the idea of such an en-
| tity for traditionalists because it
N would create impaired commun-

Y lon and interchangeability of ministries, though that is the real-
| ity created by women's ordination in the wider Communion.
¥ As recently as late last year, the Archbishop of Canterbury
| is said to have nixed. the notion of a separate orthodox prov-
ince or provinces—ot surprisingly following a meeting with
Jformer Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning.

Yet calls for a separate or “free” province within the Com-
munion, far from fading, have not only persisted but been
strengthened by two leading traditionalist organizations. the
26,000-member Forward in Eaith (FIE) in the Church of En-
gland, and the 24,000-member Episcopal Synod of America
(ESA) in the Episcopal Church. Here, the Reyv. Geoffrey
Kirk, Secretary of  FIF and Vicar of St. Stephen’s,
Llewisham, London, elucidates the bases for a separate or-
thodox province in England, as well as a general rationale
for its application in America

largest Christian body inithe te
ritory it covers, and apart fro
the Church of England, tt
bodies in question are smal
Ireland has some 630 clerg
and 53,200 ‘active [members
(cf. Diocese of Oxford: 55,2(
in 1994); Wales reports som
740 clergy and a ‘typical Sur
day attendance’ of 44,500 (¢
Diocese of Chichester: 44,00
in 1994); Scotland has som
355 clergy, and 32,415 attenc
ing on an average Sunday (c;
Diocese of Salisbury: 31,30
in 1994]).

These independent autono
MOUus provinces came into ex
istence in a curiously haphaz
ard' way. It cannot be pretendet
that they were the result of any
reasoned ecclesiology. The)
were, in fact, the result of po:
litical forces and the action o:
the secular power. The Scottish Episcopal Church was a cre:
ation of Stuart autocracy, which remarkably survived the Pe-
nal Laws under the Hanoverians—its whole history a fright-
ening parable of the fate of religion at the hands of an all-
powerful State. The other two were creations of the Westminster
Parliament acting against the will of the authorities in those
churches at the time of their creation. The ecclesiological im-
plications of the Irish Temporalities Bill of 1833 were the sub-
ject of John Keble's famous Assize Sermon, from: whichi the
beginning of the Oxford Movement is often dated. Bishops
Edwards of St. Asaph and Owen of St. David's vigorously
opposed the Welsh Disestablishment Act of 1914.

Nevertheless, like other provinces of the Anglican Coni-
munion, (and regardless of size, or of the fact that they «o-
exist, for the most part. in one political unit, the United King-
dom), these provinces have re-
cently come to see themselves

and elsewhere. He contends thet

_ conducwe to. Anglicanism's in-

:_pme@ss* on woman & andma

wtional structure and recep- desire to become a free province in a

as autonomous in order and

- the propaosal is not only wholly . : q o
It is hard to see how Forward in Faith’s doctrine. They proceeded, for

example, at different speeds
along the road to women's or-

niatlon-wndg and world-wide asspcnatlon S S
of equally autonomous Anglican ceivable that one or mare of

rovinces—most of which still share

:0 position to women prles‘ts— ol thss TooiF B A AR

( ribed as ‘schism’, pm‘vincas dawmuﬁme'd mumm

some de;

them should have decided
against the innovation. Had one




St
tic Lutherans), that N Foild
vithin the Anglican CommU s
:ﬂ relations to/1tS own hiStorys
its

*lican-ness. ) 2 f the genius Of
J lican. It is part O :
,,remfﬂ)th;gal pressures to doits ecclesiology
allow exte he fruit of the Holy

1 {
aim the result as . ;
mv?gctl)e wholly ashamed of this reliance on

.di?xc;aith speaks of w'ami'ng' to become 3
" the Anglican Communion 1tis a status an
that of the individual provinces alfcady ex-
United Kingdom to) which'it aspires. ¥t 1S
this desire to become a free province in a
* world-wide association of equally autono-

the majority of which still share Forward
‘tion to the priesting of women—could' in
-ibed as “schism'—though thatis how many
and their supporters are describing it. ;
one called it “schism”™ when women priests
‘ned in a semi-independent diocese (Hong
America, New Zealand and' Canada opted
on, even though the “Mother” Church of En-
“twomen priests atithe time. The U.S. Epis-
USA)iis now: allowing the ordination and
in same-sex relationships, even if it says it
sanctioned them, and'this has caused great
wider Communion. But again, no one is
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in the Anglican Communion (Aeoted dG 5
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Churches in Europe). Recent unio
ECUSA and the Evangelical Luth a
depended on the idea. Such thingg
sia is convenient. i

the Act of Synod is already beginnj
sultations’ have been held at St. George’s @

Castle, over the last year or so, all of whi ?]H :
degrees of vehemence, have demandedq thec > Withiyard
Act. For opponents of women'’s ordination ;
allegiance to the Church of England is déw
provisions, this naturally concentrates the mip
as thq less' immediate threat of women bis
attention once more to the necessity of a |

trinaire attitude of the proponents of women
ops vyill give them no permanent place wit
c'reasmgly imperialised by the new mMinistry, there i

sidual reservation. What would the new Pro;ince lc:Ska'
feel lik_e? Would it be identifiably Anglican? How w(())u“
order its: communal life? These are questions whichl
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But I sense that, even among those who

rican Church of fomenting ‘schism’. Tn-
in ECUSA who want to remain aligned with
aglican provinces worldwide who are called

readily be answered.

‘ It would, of course, adopt (with certain, but strictly
ited, exceptions) the canons and organisational pattem
the Chgrgll of England at the time of its inception. A R
Cgmmlssmn would probably be needed to facilitate the
ation of the new Province. The Commission would estab
the democratic process by which parishes could enter
Provmcg, and guidelines for relationships between Free P
Ince parishes and neighbouring parishes which remainec
the Archdioceses of: Canterbury or York. (The analogy w¢
be with parishes of the Church in Wales contiguous toky
ishes of the Church of England). It would decide whetht
Was appropriate for either of the separated parts LOICDN
Established, divide property and assets equitably, and ins
the Church Commissioners accordingly. No doubt preced:
>et and experience gained in the Welsh disestablishmer®is
1914-'20 would prove useful.

Parishes which, by the agreed majorities, opted into the
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JI Far from bemg mconcelvable
| (as some have maintained), the
| process by which such a Free Proy-
I ince could be set up would be or-
1[ derly, measured and relatively
| simple. The Province, when cre-
ated, would relate to the other
Anglican provinces in the British
Isles in precisely the way in which
they already relate to one another.
THESE PROPOSALS IN-
| VOLVE NO ECCLESIOLOG-
| ICAL NOVELTIES (certainly,
| nothing so novel and unprec-
| edented as women’s ordination it-
[ self), and with a fair wind and a
! spirit of co-operation there are no
| insurmountable practical objec-
| tions to such an arrangement. But
| what might be the benefits, and
| how can we work now for its
| achievement?
| In the first place the maintenance of variety and diversity.
| on the women's and other major issues of doctrine is of itself
] desirable for the Church of England, both as the National
| Church and as the Mother Church of the Communion. For a
| position held by a majority of Anglican provinces, and our
;’ two major ecumenical partners, to be outlawed among En-
f glish Anglicans would be unspeakable folly. A course suchias
|
|
|

' that taken by the Canadian and American Churches. both of
| which repealed conscience provisions on women’s ordination
in defiance of Eames Commission principles, is simply not
open to the Church of England. Neither, as many have seen, is
the notion of ‘two integrities’ (admirable though it may seem
I as a principle) sustamable within' a single ecclesial body. No
church can found: its polity on' an oxymoron.

The evolution of Anglicani ecclesiology over the past de-
| cades, however, and the emergence of provinces ‘autonomous’

in' this and other matters, has provided a neat solution. By
taking that option seriously we embrace a uniquely Anglican
answer to a uniquely Anglican problem. We affirm, in a pub-
lic and generous way, the openness and' inclusivity about
which ‘liberal’ Anglican leaders talk somuch, and do so/little.
(Indeed, the establishment of a free province might be said
to make honest men! of Frank Griswold and George Carey,
whose protestations of tolerance can ultimately be realised
in' no other way.)

But the safeguarding of the precious'Anglican heritage of
inclusivity isnot the only benefit of a free province. For those
who enter it there is also the chance of escape from the in-
exorable in-flow off secular liberalism. No one who has ob-
served the progress of the Anglican Churches of Nosth
America, or developments within' and on' the fringes of the
Rorvoo Communion, can' be in any doubt about what lies
ahead for the:Church of England. Whilst it is not inevitable
that English- Anglicanism will'adopt Noith* American eccen-
tricitiess wholesale; the chances of funther radical develop-
ments are high.

|

?;.'.

=—Oor shou‘ld want to——-live in' isolation from

The establishment of a free
province might be said to make
honest men of Frank Griswold

and George Carey, whose
protestations of tolerance can
ultimately be realised
in no other way.

priests, to gel off the escalator
reassess the relationship of Ar
can tradition to contempor
secular culture. Dis-establishm
might be a necessary tool in
reassessment; for, as we see fi
the churches of the Porvoo C¢
munion, in areas such as aborti
euthanasia and marriage dis
pline, it 1s the tendency of St
Churches tobaptise the status g

[ believe that much can &
should be done to secure the be
efits of a free province here &
now—before constitutional chan
are possible or necessary.

First we need to begin, amao
Forward in Faith parishes, to ¢
ate a distinetive pastoral a
catechetical ethos. A National P
toral Conference of clergy shot

be called to discuss and agree policy on moral and doctrir
issues affecting us. Together with our bishops we should pi
pare and authorise common catechetical documents for u
in preparation for baptism, confirmation and marmage. V
should expand!our present provision of post-ordination trai
ing for younger clergy and initiate in-service training for ot
ers. We need agreed courses for readers and for those chos¢
to be extraordinary ministers of the sacrament. We shou
put our preordination training programme and conference
on a more permanent basis and a firmer financial footin;
The National Pastoral Conference should also approve la
training courses for use in the parish and establish ‘missio
teams’ to work in'areas of special need and at the request ¢
the parish priest.

Another pressing need is to conduct an audit of the asset
and resources of our parishes. It is often said that a free prov
ince would founder simply because it was not financially vi
able; and that indeed might prove to be the case. But wi
should not assume so without first making a business-lik
assessment of property, assets and stewardshipipotential. Thi:
could' be arranged through the National Pastoral Conference
and the bishops, in a cooperative and user-friendly way. Team:
of experts, clergy and lay, involving lawyers, surveyors anc
architeets, should be made available as a resource to par-
ishes toradvise on maximising income from and use of prop-
erty, and to stimulate giving at every level.

The ordination of women was achieved by its proponents
as a result of years of careful preparation and diligent work.
We do not have as much time; but we haye already achieved
a great deal. The PEV system, whilst not ideal, and consider-
ably short of what we demanded {and need), s a firm basis
on which to work. We need now toiresolve to use it to the
utmost in the creation of a free province de facto if not de
Jure; one which is ready, in every aspect of its corporate life.
ton the kairos, which will assuredly come, when what s im-
plicit ini the present liberal programme ean no/longer be hid=

den or denied.
&

This article is Fr. Kirk's conflation of three articles he wrote
on this subject for England's New Directions, which he serves
as an editarial board meniber :



e Epis

movement vowed to “fight for the faith,”
s defying bishops of the Episcopal Church

fighting under the protection of
bishops who are in communion with

ures  reflect the central message
ay l.eaders Conference on March

=y God and preach the Gospel
that authority has aban-

“Let’s Kick Butt And 2
Bring In The Kingdom!

One of the front lines of the movement is St. Andrew.'s g;l}:trch
in Little Rock, Arkansas, home of a new orthodox ministry,

f
¢ unauthorized by the local diocese. Two years ago, ?1 gro]ljgn?y
= Trinity Cathedral parishioners asked Arkansas BI‘SbI'OI;H -

| Maze to support their vision for a new church, a biblically

thodox parish focused on fulfilling the Great Commislsmonr; .
Maze declined, saying the group was focused only

' homosexual issue.

e real 2 .»v",‘-\‘s
)es how: a determined

- e. t
Maze also opposed the church’s call of an Episcopal pries

- le
' from South Carolina in November 1997, saying he may fi

charges that could'lead to the priest’s defrocking. :
Tl%e Rev. Thomas “T.J.” Johnston, who, after months of Praz’(;rd
ful consideration, became St. Andrew’s rect.or_.m'éa;lujlg’; it
the gathering in Houston that he was not intimi 211 eo e
potential charges. “I’d rather face the wrath of a bunc o
old' bishops than to see Jesus eyeball to .eyeball 'Onfi =
have him ask, ‘What did you do to bring in the ’I’(mg oto;l e
“Let’s kick butt and bring in the Kingdpr_n! Johns i
claimed, waving an arm in the air and raising a roar
proval from! the audience.

The Rwandan Connection

Johnston had reason to be joyful in adversity. He eXp 2?:3
that he would soon come under the episcopal authprlt}’him %
African bishop, which would hinder attempts to bring
trial for breaking ECUSA’s| canons. : o

On April 6—§1ree weeks after the confe_rer.lce——the I}DI::OSI;Z z
of South Carolina sent Johnston’s letters dimissory tzitmissory
cese of Shyira in the Province of Rwaqda. LLetters has ool
establishithe canonical residence of a priest and WhOhis i
copal oversight of his' ministry. Now, thnston sa}’i2 e
have been accepted and affirmed by Bishop Johnl_ u an all
of Shyira, by Rwandan Archbishop Emmanuel Kohlrllnéoﬂ ot
of the province’s other bishops. At deadline, J(;. Sto il
awaiting only a letter from Rwanda to South Carolina -
ize the move. : =

The transfer means that Johnston and' St. Andrew’s f@fgic)‘
in communion with Canterbury, but not with ECUSA’s Dio=
cese of Arkansas. Nor is Johnston’s the first such n-e_ms.
followed that by another South Carolina-based clerX:

oversight of Archbishop Moses Tay of South East AS

resy which

s h
sm, he said.



which more later).

This could lead to pressures against Rwandan
(and South East Asian) bishops to cease and' de-
sist, but leaders of St. Andrew’s are not concerned.
“[t puts the whole matter an ocean away,” said
federal judge David' Young, senior warden of St.
Andrew’s.

One leading ESA cleric also sees a key differ-
ence in the international links now: developing
and a similar situation a decade or more'ago, when
a former Bishop of LLondon, Graham Leonard,
accepted oversight of a traditionalist priest and
parish in Oklahoma for a few years. The action
caused a firestorm of criticism against Leonard.
Now, however, most of the provinces—awakened
to ECUSA’s liberal direction on homosexuality
and other matters— ‘are behind the actions of the
bishops who have received these men,” the Synod
cleric noted. “So it’s a different balll game.”

A Broad Alliance

First Promise’s allies include not only ESA, but the North
American Missionary Society (NAMS), a church-planting
agency that (until recently) had the cachet of ECUSA bishops,
and the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of
America, Inc. The alliance formed amid the furer that sur-
rounded PECUSA Inc. last December, when former ECUSA
Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning discovered its existence
and (unsuccessfully) demanded:its dissolution.

A Wisconsin corporation founded in 1996/ and now regis-
tered in nearly every state, PECUSA, Inc. reclaims the his-
toric name of the church, largely abandoned by ECUSA after
1979, and is the brainchild of Bishop: William' Wantland of
Eau Claire (WD)-

The preamble to PECUSA Inc.’s constitution states that its
purpose is to be a steward of the Gospel to insure that there
always remains in the U.S. a church which “is a constituent
member of the Anglican Communion...upholding and propa-
gating the historic Faith and Order as set forth in the Book of
Common Prayer.”

Wantland hopes that PECUSA Ine. “will be the vehicle by
whichithe present national structure is reformed. No one wants
division or separation unless things are beyond hope.” But
PECUSA Inc. offers the legal and' organizational framework
for what could become a separate orthodox province of the
Communion in North America, a goal adopted by ESA last
year, This led Browning to accuse Wantland, an ESA bishop,
of being schismatic. But Wantland says the national churchiis
schismatic by departing from the faith. A growing number of
Anglican leaders internationally agree with him.

i mise and NAMS leaders saw the potential need for
ke PECUSA Inc., believing that ECUSA is poised
rality. and! that a revisionist assault on
likely follow. Although women's
" all three organiza-

Hin
AlSt

AMONG PRINCIPAL FIGURES on the front lines of the now-globalized
orthodox-revisionist struggle are the Rt. Rev. William Wantland (left),
leader of the para-churchlbody, PECUSA, Inc. and the ESA-aligned
Bishop of Eau Claire, Wisconsin; and the Rev. Dr. Jon Shuler, ex-
ecutive director of the North American Missionary,Society, whichiis
now part of an international missionary effort under the oversight
of South EastAsian Primate Moses Tay, the New American Mission-
ary Society.

John-David Schofield (San Joaquin)—Ileft the board. The or-
ganization was subsequently hit with a lawsuit filed by the
bishops and dioceses of Newark and New Jersey, charging
trademark infringement, unfair competition and false repre-
sentation.

“The first imperative was that PECUSA be kept alive,” said
retired West Tennessee Bishop Alex Dickson. He was one of
three new members who joined PECUSA's board during the
crisis. The other two are the co-founders of First Promise: the
Rev, Chuck Murphy, rector of All Saints, Pawleys Island, and
the Rev. Jon Shuler, executive director of NAMS.

PECUSA Inc. thus seems to have emerged as an umbrella
organization working with First Promise, NAMS and the Synod
to protect the orthodox base at home and secure support from
orthodox Third! World provinees.

Liberal Backlash

Meanwhile, NAMS has suffered major setbacks in its mis-
sion efforts because of its association with PECUSA Inc. and
the assistance it gave St. Andrew’s in Little Rock after it was
launched. ‘

While 20 projects were in process last summer, only about
two or three remain, Dickson said.

The troubles began for NAMS immediately after Sit.
Andrew’s called Johnston as its rector last November. Maze,
who evidently saw NAMS behind the start-up of St. Andrews,
said he was alarmed that NAMS, an officially recognized mis-
sionary society of the chureh, would defy his authority. “That
puts us all on a collision course,™ he said.

Soon after, Maze br the matter before a meeting of
his fellow bishops from SA'S Proving as.
There, a majority of the bishops pa JLOD SSe
ing “fulll support of the Bishop




North American Missionary Society extending oversight” to
the Little Rock church.
However. both Dicksen and Young, St. Andrew’s senior war-
den, confirmed that NAMS did not plant the Little Rock church.
Young says he initiated the contact that eventually led to
NAMS when he called his longtime friend, Bishop Edward
Salmon of South Carolina, who sponsored Young as a confirmand
more than 20 years ago. Salmon referred Young to NAMS.
Describing the backlash against NAMS in a recent e-mail,
Shuler reportedthat he was “uninvited to speak to three dioc-
esanconventions”; denied permission to plant new congrega-
tions in a southern diocese where all preliminary work had
been completed by NAMS with the full cooperation of the
bishop: privately “urged to get out of ‘politics’ by friendly
bishops: “forbidden’ to enter one province and ‘warned’ by
another™; and “categorized widely and falsely as the primary
source of the “serious trouble” in the Diocese of Arkansas.”
Inresponse to the Province VII action against NAMS, Shuler
wirote: “Ininot one case did any of those bishops talk tome to
find out the facts.”

The South East Asian Connection

While it has been pushed out of formerly-friendly U.S. dio-
ceses, NAMS has, however, scored a major, unprecedented
victory on the international front.

As reported in the last issue, Archbishop Moses Tay of the
Province of Southeast Asia has agreed to provide episcopal
oversight of a new world missions effort—the New Anglican
Missionary Society (also NAMS)—to be based in Singapore.
Shuler has transferred his letters dimissory to Singapore and is
under. Tay’s oversight as well.

The North American Missionary Society is now an autono-
mous unit of the New Anglican Missionary Society, Dickson said.

The unusual new arrangement was the result of a meeting
early this year involving Tay, Shuler, Dickson, Wantland and
FitzSimons Allison, the retired Bishop of South Carolina. When
they described their idea for a world missions society, Arch-
bishop Tay endorsed it, Dickson said.

Shuler, now in Bangkok, where he is interim vicar at Christ
Church, is slated to tour Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and
Singapore during May and return to the U.S. June 1, Dickson
said. Beyondi that, he added, it is not yet clear whether Shuler
will resume the reins of the American NAMS or return to
Singapore to head up the world NAMS.

And'the impact of the new NAMS in the U.S.? In Houston,
Dickson said that, with Tay as “global guardian,” NAMS may
in future plant new orthodox congregations in liberal dioceses.

In other words, the battle of Little Rock may be only the
first skirmish in a full-fledged global confrontation,

%
The foregoing Is similar to a report from United Voice, the
national newspaper of Episcopalians United, and is used
by permission.

Episcopal Synod Expands
Visiting Bishop Provisions
By Robert Stowe England

Following last summer’s General Convention, the 24,000-
memben Episcopal Synod of America (ESA) organization an-
nounced'a policy of providing orthodox episcopal care, where
requested, torlikeminded parishes in liberal dioceses—with, and
sometimes without, the support of the local Episcopal bishop:

The new policy began to be implemented in'September 1997,
when St. Paul’s in Brockton, Massachusetts came under the
oversight of ESA and retired Quincy (IL) Bishop Edward
MacBurney. St. Paul’s, which opposes the Diocese of Massa-
chusetts® support for the ordination of non-celibate homosexu-
als and the blessing of same sex-unions, withdrew: from the
diocese in 1996, but the diocese denies that the parish .h.as
seceded. The Synod had previously sought to provide a Visit=
ing bishop! to St. Paul’s, but Massachusefts Episcopal Bishop
Thomas Shaw refused to allow it.

More recently, the Synod has struck 8
an agreement with' Atlanta Bishop |
Erank Allan, under which Bishop
MacBurney will visit the Church of
Our Saviour, led by the Rev. Warren 3

BISHOP KEITHACKERMAN of Quincy, &8
Illinois; isione of two ESA bishops who! 8
hasibeen visitingorthodox parishes !
outside his diocese.

Tanghe, ESA’s secretary. BishopAllan |
also will continue to/visit the' parish:
Inthe Diocese of Eastern Michigan,
Bishop Keith' Ackerman, who' now
leads the Quiney diocese, visited. celebrated mass and confirmed
at St. Bartholomew's, Swartz Creek, in March, under an agree-
ment with/Bishop Edwini Leidel. The Synod!is working out fi-
nal details off the pact with Leidel, who) also  will continue his
Visits to) the parishi
Mostiunusual, though, is that ESA, which oppoeses the ordi-
nation of women as priests, iS agranging alternate episcopal
care for a parish led by a female cleric, albeit one who op-
poses hen diocese’s sexuality’ policies and! has refused visits
from her liberal bishop. The bishop'is again Mhomas Shaw,
and the clenc is the Rey: Judith Gentle-Hardy, rector oft Holy
Trinity, in Marlboro, Massachusets.
ESA is working to provide oversight forn Holy Trinity with-
_ out Shaw's blessing, and inispite of'its views on Women priests,
because the Synod “has no intention of standing by and letting
ood faithful Christians be hung out to dry by an apostate
bishop,” said ESA President Pete Moriarity. “We will find! out
a wiy o work out the differences with the parish.™
There have also been some setbacks
successful system of altemate episc
adozen ESA parishes in the Dioce

last year inithe face of oppositic




N EP]SCOPAL.CHORUS'LINE? Efforts to get Episco-
pishops t put aside the vexing issue pf dqclrmal unity and
al ce together have been in full swing since a rancorous
5y nilng of the House of Bishops at the 1991 General Con-
gath?; 1. The result has been a series of interim meetings of
Vemll,[oilse which eschewed a legislative approach in favor of
rgf)re retreat-type sessions at North Carolina’s Kanuga Con-
ference Center. :

But, clearly, those eff orts regched new heights at the House’s
recent Kanuga gathering, the first with Frank Griswold as PB.
Word of the apogee reached by the prelates came not from! the
official church press, but frpm embattled liberal New Jersey
Bishop Joe Doss—whose dloc.esan.convention
did everything short of pelting him with tomatoes
recently, to try to get him o resign (see p. 21).

[nhis convention address, Doss reiterated his
determination tosstay on, and then cheerily re-
vealed that the House of Bishops had spent the
previous Saturday evening “circle dancing.”

“with the help of two professionals we stood
in alarge circle, held hands and stepped into a
variety of traditional dances from different pe-
riods and' cultures through' which communities
of people have expressed' their sacredness in
creation,” Doss reported.

“Earlier our new. Presiding Bishop shared
with us an ancient image of the Trinity as the
circle dance of dispossession...He was describ-
ing the inner life of the Trinity, the inner life of
God. It is a...joy-filled relationship, in which
each person of God abandons personal  posses=
siveness—the holding of ultimate power and
privilege which is God’s by definition—so that
each person of the God-head can enter into/full-
nessiof unity, of communion.”

_Doss, of course, wasn’t about to give up his “power and
privilege,” even by popular demand, but at least we know he
can dance. The House of Bishops, however, has denied! that it
Wil help alleviate Episcopal Church (ECUSA) budget woes
b}' embarking on a multi-city tour as “Lords of the Dance,” or
the Episcopal “Soul Train.”
mANOTH_ER FEORAY INTO THE STRANGE took place not
{ung after in m;arby South Carolina. There, retired I_SCUSA-
A?ﬁﬂ-Contmumg Bishop Charles Boynton; 92, astonished!the
! ghcan Church in America (ACA) by unilaterally consecrat

WOACA priests as bishops, reportedly within the context of

ofore unknown order called the Corpus ChristiFathers,
 Boyntonis *“Provincial General.”
ently operating on the principle that bishops are best
seen nor heard, though, the new prelates—Ken-
srector of St. Francis, Spartanburg (S€) and Arthur
b 's. Ocala (FL)—indicated they
Ing or ing as bishops much, eXCepras
within their own parishes and “the con-
* which Duley told TCC includes other,
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unidentified, clerics,

{pur in the east that
1

The two bishops’ parishes also are among

i »_aptly, are part of an “ecclesiastical pecu-
nder the oversight of ACA Primate, Louis Falk, due to

unresolve?d differences with ACA's eastern diocese, as well as a
vacancy in the latter sec,
mfoi/lntonth(r;ked the private March 25 ‘consecralion.s not to
- purported order, however, but to his longstanding (but
nmet) request for a bishop to succeed him in overseeing a
?tudy center (St. Anselm’s) he and his wife, Dori, founded not
ong ago in Spartanburg under the auspices of the Traditional
Anglican Theological Seminary. The center has produced a
one or two clergymen and has c. three part time students. Re-
portedly relying in part on a section of The Affirmation of St.
Louis, Boynton felt that a bishop was needed on-site to protect
Fhe catholic and academic integrity of the center from outside
influences  (like, well, other bishops). Thus, Falk’s suggestion
that the center be overseen by bishops already serving else-
where in' the international Traditional Anglican Communion
(TAC), toiwhich ACA belongs, fell flat.

Boynton also indicated' that the consecrations were a re-
sponse to calls by the “Fathers of the Peculiar,”
who cite flagging suppert by Falk which they
feared might leave them and their flocks in an
untenable position. One “Peculiar Father,” how-
ever, Siegfried Runge of St. Matthias, Arling-
ton, Virginia, criticized the consecrations, as
well as ACA leaders’ lack of response to
Boynton's request and' other important matters
in the east. Hence the impetus for the “spiritual
jurisdiction” of the order under Boynton and for
the consecrations, which Duley claimed were
mapped out months before March 25.

An ACA release, however, said that Boynton
never formally applied to ACA or TAC bishops
for the “‘extraordinary appointment” he desired,
as Falk had advised him to do, and never—
before March 25—mentioned the order, or. de-
siring more than one bishop.

Bewildered' as to why a “staunch: defender
of Catholic principles” had deviated from them
in a solo consecration lacking the wider church’s
assent, ACA bishops had not initiated any dis-
ciplinary action against Boynton, Duley or Rushlow at dead-
line, and were seeking more information: from Boynton' di-
rectly. However, the Department of Making Things Worse (ev~
ery Continuing Church seems; to have one) managed:to) circu-
Jate letters among the two new bishops® parishioners—during
Holy Week—urging them to “dissociate themselves in every
way from the unsanctioned consecrations.

And ACA officials may find the attempt to exercise disci-
pline in this case a little like nailing jello to & wall. Falk saidiit
was not immediately clear whether Boynton was acting March
25 as an ACA bishop, as a senior bishop of ECUSA (he is the
former bishopiof Buerto Rico and Suffragan of New York), “or
privately as @ principal in @ p‘rcviougly unknown n_n:onasti:c
body.” Duley and Rushlow, meanwhile, do not claim (o be
bishops of ACA/TAC, only of the order, but say they remain
clerics of ACA, leading ACA parishes, at least untill recently,
when Rushlow and'his vestry decided to leave ACA, except
that the action' may not be valid until mmme@ by a parish
meeting. Last but not least, Du%ay, neportgdty, is the ordee's
«Abbatiall Brovineiali™ which might be actionable as seon s
everyone figures out what it is.




Lambeth Keynote Speaker
Urges Gays To Choose Celibacy

By David W. Virtue

International evangelist Tony Campolo—keynote speaker
for the Lambeth Conference this summer—expresses compas-
sion for gays and lesbians, but urges therp to 'choose celibacy.

Speaking to a United Methodist gathering in Wt?st Chester,
Pennsylvania, recently, the 62-year-old author, socxo}ogy pro-
fessor: Evangelical social activist and' pastor. to Presldem 1'3111
Clinton said he would'never forget Roger, his gay West Phila-
delphia High' School classmate who was so severely taunted by
his peers that he finally hanged himself.

“If I was a Christian, I would' have
stood with Roger, I would have be-
friended Roger. In the end that’s why
they hung Jesus on the cross, you know,
because he loved the wrong people.”

But Campolo still believes gay sex is
a sin. and quotes Scripture to back that
up. He encourages his homosexual
friends to abstain.

“We donot choose our orientation, but

we do choose our behavior,” he asserted,
adding: “Being a Christian is not always
easy.”
I Campolo’s wife, Peggy, disagrees
wu‘h him strongly. She interprets Scripture differently, and
believes the key to attracting gays 1o the church IS (o accept
them as they are. “People live in closets because they’re afraid
tg admit who they are,” she said shortly after Campolo gave
his speech.

The couple came to West Chester not so much to debate gay
acceptance as show that they can disagree on a potent issue
and stay happily married. Like the Cam polos, the Eastern Penn-

.. X
Campolo
“

PENPALS NO MORE

sylvania Methodists hope to stay. unile‘d while disCUSgi
to minister to gays and lesb@ns in their midgt, >IN hoy,

“] don't know of a denomination that jsp bein
on this issue,” Campolo sai_d, “This upsets me, becayg b
lieve people can have Qiﬁ'ermg Opinions withoyg divorf I be.
we haven't gotten a divorce—yet,” he added, ¢, laughse' Ang

He suggested that Christian gays should approach homé.
ality in'much the same way as Alcoholics Anonymoyg mer;ixu.
have approached alcoholism: not as a shamefy] labe] by a ers
inclination that may be curbed through daily stru ool S an

Though Campolo did not mention it. support Eroups ik
Homosexual Anonymous, HARVEST USA and RE 1ke
do exist to help homosexuals overcome the temptati
report considerable statistical evidence that hom
entation can be changed, with many homosexuals
marry and' lead normal lives.

The discussion on homosexuality, hosted by the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church
encompasses nearly 500 churches and 120,000 mempegs i
the region.

OSexual orj-
£01ng on; g

“Lambeth Walk-Out”
Over Female Bishops Begins

It appears that Anglican bishops will be buffeted by more
than just the homosexual issue when they meet at the ILambeth
Conference July 18-August 9 at Canterbury’s Kent University:

Church Times reports that opposition to the women bishops
coming to Lambeth is starting to surface as well.

“At least two bishops have said that they will not come:
others are refusing even to be photographed with them,” the
newspaper reported.

So far, it appears that perhaps as many as 50 bishops will
limit their participation in Lambeth activities in some manner
over the issue.

Eleven women bishops are expected to attend: twol from
Canada, one from New Zealand, and the rest from the U.S., all
consecrated since the last Lambeth Conference in 1988.

The two Anglo-Catholic prelates who have already indi-
cated' they will not come because of the presence of women
bishops are both' expatriates in Madagascar, Bishop Keith
Benzies of Antsiranana and Bishop Doenald Smithiof Toamasina.

Another traditionalist, Bishop Noel Jones of Sedorand Mfln,
has said he will not attend any service, Bible study or working

THE EPISCOPAL BISHOP OF
CLAIMS HE AND THE ARCH
George Carey, have cordial
correspondence on the gay

NEWARK, JOHN SPONG (left)
BISHOP OF CANTERBURY, Dr.

ly ended thejr testy exchange of

1997 mailing to all Anglican p

iry 8s well as “justice”
could support a state-

ment against |
“predatory” or |
“promiscuous” |
sexual behav- |
ior. According
o a Lambeth
Palace spokes- |
man, though,
no such com-
romise

Zeen agreec:a;or is Spong going to make a quiet entrance
to the Lambeth Conference. He apparently plansito take part
in meetings with clergy and gay activists before and durmg
Lambeth, and/ to promote his new book, Why Christianity
Must Change or Die. (Combined news réports)
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Archbishop Stephens Laid To Rest

Some 150 persons gathered at Christ Church, New Orleans,
April 3, to bid farewell to Archbishop M. Dean Stephens, who
died' suddenly of a heart attack March 29 after
less than six months as Metropolitan of the An-
glican Catholic Church (ACC), a leading Con-
finuing body.

The congregants filled the main church to ca-
pacity, and overflowed into the parish hall, where
they observed the requiem Eucharist on closed
cireuit TV,

Mid-Atlantic States Bishop John €Cahoon, act-
ing Metropolitan, presided, and the celebrant was
the Ven. Donald Rice. Archdeacon and now Vicar
General ofithe Diocese of New Orleans, of which
Stephens had been ordinary.

Archbishop Stephens

group in which a woman bishop is taking part (much of the
three-week conference’s work will be done in small groups).
Nor, he said, will he walk in a robed procession or be photo-
graphed with: the women bishops; a number of other bishops
plan to follow the same policy.

With pressure mounting, Bishop Jones said he had been as-
sured by I'ambeth Palace that there would'be no “great robed
gatherings” during the Conference, in order to spare him and
likeminded bishops embarrassment. Lambeth Conference Man-
ager David Long confirmed that the Archbishop of Canter-
bury was anxious to be sensitive, “open and hospitable” to all
the bishops, whatever their views. He confirmed that, for the
opening service at least, the procession into Canterbury Ca-
thedral will be low-key, with the bishops in cassocks (though
1t was not clear what difference this would make).

Bishop Jones is president of the International Bishops’ Con-
ference on Faith and Order (IBCFO), the body at the center of
Opposition to: the women bishops, which will meet for at least
three sessions during the Lambeth Conference, when the lat-
ter isiin recess. IBCFO! was founded'in 1990 by former Fort
‘Worth Bishop Clarence Pope (now a Roman Catholic), together
with the former Bishop of London, Graham I_eonard (also now
oman Catholic), and the Bishop of Chichester, Eric' Kemp.
S set up, Bishop Jones said, to enable the Catholic wing
Anglican Church to discuss the implications and effects
nen'’s ordination.
gh initiated by English and' American bishops, its mem-
» widely spread across the Anglican Communion; noted
1es. Among the 50-plus members who have already
hop Jones that they will be joining him are the Bish-

i 50| vort

and could bnng enhers to know

He said there was “no satisfying answer” as to why Stephens
was called home just as his important new min-
istry was beginning. But he noted the fruits of
Swph&ns tota] mmm:ry. whnch mclumﬁran ams

And, heteate tihat, dm*i’mg rhef ACC’s past eﬁm
cult year, Stephens played'a critical role, provid-
ing “the leadership to bring us through that
wildneress and out of it, safely, to the other side.”

Those attending included a representative of
Archbishop Louis Falk, primate of the Anglican
Church in America.

Interment was in Metairie, Louisiana. Stephens
is survived by his wife, Wanda, and a son, David.

Mass. Parish, Priest, Ignore
ECUSA’s “Dredd Scott” Decision

Report/Analysis By Robert Stowe England

The Rev. James R. Hiles, rector of a conservative New En-
gland parish long at odds with liberal Massachusetts Episco-
pal Bishop Thomas Shaw, is ignoring his March 25 defrocking
by Shaw.

The 300 members of St. Paul’s, Brockton, Massachusetts—
which withdrew from the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) in 1996
and registered as an independent church—are firmly support-
ing Fr. Hiles’ decision, parish leaders say. St. Paul’s Junior War-
den James A. Hinds said that the parish will continue services
as always and that Fr. Hiles will remain ifs rector.

The deposition of Hiles, which'strips him of the right to be an
Episcopal priest, followed a March 20!decision by the Court of
Review for ECUSA's Province I. The decision upheld the Mas-
sachusetts diocesan trial court’s earlier conviction of Hiles for
three alleged extramarital affairs, twoof them 20 years old and
the third'denied by the woman suppesedly invelved:

From the start, the congregation has viewed the charges as
part of a battle to eradicate opposition to the diocese’s pro-gay
and other revisionist policies. A diocesan spokesman, the Rev.
Canon Edward Rodman, has repeatedly denied that the charges
against Hiles are part of an ideclogical or theological battle.

S. Lester Ralph, Hiles” attorney, said the defrocking was “ir-
relevant” and would “just be ignored' singe St. Paul's no mmggr
considers itself part of the Diocese of Massach
the overslght of the Bpxscopal; S)gnodz of America




A 3
Holloway: Opponents Sﬁouldn t
Bloc):’k Gay Ordinations

choing a similar insistence by Newark Bishop John Spong,
s(;i?i]s(;;l}%ﬁ mate Richard HollpWay {ecently contex;de(ti1 thladr
those who disagree with ordaining ﬁc'[rwe homosexuals shou
se those who do agree with!it. :
Ilo;i?;ﬁiox&*ay’s contention apparently reflects growing concern
among liberals thar the 1998 Lam.bet.h Conference may, con-
sider placing some limits on prov1.nc1:il autonomy, largely in
response to:alarm in the wider Anglican C_ommupxon that some
i church'leaders or provinces are abandoning scriptural author-
' ity on the homosexual issue. _ . i,
Holloway predicted that Lambeth will achler: a “holding
operation’” on the gay debate through the appointment of a
proposed study commission, which he thought might be the
best course.
> Some conservatives, however, are urging attempts, to settle
‘ the matter, contending that the commission option will leave
the question open and allow further liberal drift on the Issue,
notably in the American Church, where ordinations of
| noncelibate homosexuals regularly occur with impunity.
*THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT ACTIVE
HOMOSEXUALS WILL BE ALLOWED ‘TO SPEAK AT
LAMBETH has upset some conservative Anglican prelates,
according to a well-placed source. The Archbishop of Cape
Town, Njongonkulu Ndungane, said gays and lesbians will
have the chance to “share their own experiences,” evidently
as part of hearings on homosexuality by the “Full Human-
ity” section of Lambeth, which Ndungane will chair. The
section will also look at other subjects, such as biotechno-
logical developments, internationall debt, the enyironment,
‘ human rights, and euthanasia.
Sources included Church Times
! HILES Continued
No parishioners were planning to attend, parish sources said.
On April 7, The Boston Globe reported that an unnamed' di-
ocesan official had said the diocese may take civil court action
ifl St. Paul’s lay leaders do not comply with Shaw’s decision
regarding Fr. Hiles. Canon Rodman, however, said that the Globe
Ieport was inaccurate. “No one said it, we haven’t threatened i i,
and we don't intend to threaten them,” he sajid.

Limited Protections

In dec;dmg the Hiles case, the Court of Review agreed with
the ¢laim of the diocest;’s brief that Episcopal priests have only

Oragainst self-incrimination and double jeopardy. The brief citos
Canen 1V.14.1, which states, in part, tha clergy “may not claim
m proceed , gs:umder this Title constitutiona gudrantees afforded

decision—from which there IS 0O ap-
zed by Moy L. Harris-Abbott of the
L ANC. (ALG) based i Riverside,
support of Fr. Hiles, “Jt will 20
wrch’s answer 1o the Dredd
2 tamous 1857 Supreme
that slaves are not citizens and have

“It really sends a signal that clergy don’t haye any rightg o
cept what General Convention chposes lo give them, and ‘ev XS
those are on shaky ground,” Harris-Abbott said. n

Two of the three charges against Hiles involved allegeq sexuy
relationships that were older than the ten-year Statute of ]jmit.a ]
tions that existed prior to' 1994 amendments to Tigje 10Y canond;
Those changes allowed'a “window. of: opportunity” to bring old;
charges which expires July 1, 1998.

Ralph described the “window provision?” as AN ex post faese
law—a change which alters the statute of limitations after it has
passed and “‘revives what was dead’’ for Prosecution—anq thus
a violationl of constitutional guarantees.

Ralphialso noted that the diocese actually accused Hiles not
of adultery but of “sexual exploitation,” a term undefineq
Title IV and an offense which did not exist at the' time Hileg
alleged misconduct occurred., Ralph said the "hopelessly vague?”
term, born of modern feminism, allows officials to define it as
they wish. He said it parallels, in some ways, the different inger.
pretations applied to sexual harassment in the Anita Hill ang
Paula Jones cases.

The 1994 canonical changes also allow bishops to inhibit
priests even before they are formally accused, which Ralph said
violated! the constitutional right to a presumption of innocence
until' guilt is proven.

Er. Hiles refused to attend his trial on the charges in May
1997, alleging that a bias had been created when members of
the trial court were sent a summary of the evidence against him
ahead ofi the trial. The Massachusetts diocese did not deny: that
this oceurred, but claimed it did' not prejudice the trial court.
Ralph tried in vain to get the entire court to recuse itself.

Ralph blasted the trial court’s irregularities. “>Convictions’
are hardly any wonder when the Judge and jury are in the em-

ST. PAULS, Brockton, Massachusetts




ploy of the prosecutors, in this case the Diocese of Massachu- &
setts, and' the institutional church. What began as a drive to |
destroy an orthodox priest whose teaching had imparted the clas- |

sical Christian faith mutated into a campaign by the corrupt
mstitution itself to vindicate its actions,” he claimed.
The Review Court’s Presiding Judge, Connecticut Suffragan

Bishop Andrew D. Smith, refused to comment on that court’s :
ruling, which was written by Edwin G. Hebb, Jr., the diocese’s |
lay assessor and principal in the firm of Hebb & Gitlin, Hart- |
ford, Connecticut. The written opinion found no errors in' the |
conduct of the trial and dismissed every objection that Ralph |

raised about the procedure and the constitutionality of the can-

ons themselves. The decision claimed that Fr. Hiles’ failure to |

attend his own trial voids any objection to its fairness.

Secret Memo Calls For
Reshaping “Boring” C Of E

The Church of England has become, well, just plain boring,
and needs to get with it.

A “radical internal memo” says the C of E is culturally back-
ward because of its innate conservatism and resistance to
change, and that the General Synod is in danger of consigning
the institution to irrelevance, The memo, submitted to the
Synod’s Policy Committee, urges the use of spin doctors and
“Blairite modernisation” for the church. The C of E, among
other things, needs to use the media more effectively and pro-
duce “media-friendly bishops,” it says.

The recommendations of the memo, reportedly penned by
ﬁ}e Archdeacon of Northolt, Pete Broadbent, were likely to
rile .church members “who are angry about the hostile cover-
age they receive and who believe such moves have no theo-
!ogl_cal. validity and would compromise the integrity of the
institution,” said The Guardian.

Indeed, just before deadline, Church Times reported that
_Synod members weren’t warming very well to Broadbent’s
idea of using spin doctors. Synod House of Laity Vice Chair-
rr}an,.Dr. Philip/Giddings, said there was a need for a commu-
nications strategy to identify the principal messages the church
WIs_hed Lo convey, but he opposed the use of spin doctors, indi-
cating that individuals and dioceses want freedom to €Xpress
their own opinions. He added that Synod’s purpose was not to
entertain, and that those who found it boring need not come.

Broadbent’s memo, however, contends that: “The agenda
‘oft Synod will need to be radically reshaped. We are a hostage
‘toifortune on so many issues; our agenda is terminally tedious;
aye'become a refuge for the pedant, the bureaucrat and
ore...much of our agenda pandersto the concems of small
ities.” The memo concludes: “It is imperative that we
e the way in which the whole synodical process can
L into total irrelevance.”

o reveals sharp! divisions at senior levels of the
ver the nature and scope of the high-impact internal

in' place by the end of 1998, noted The Guard-
reforms, the new Archbishops™ Council will
lented power to decide the church’s priorities

iem. Feavy backing for the reforms by the
terbury and' York has muted dissent, but
nong Synod members, church' offi-
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 tries—a topic expected to

TRAFFIC JAM
AT WESTMINSTER

SINCE THE FUNERAL OF
DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES,
tourist traffic at Westminster
Abbey hasincreased'somuch
that it has forced the introduc-
tion/of crowd controls. At peak
times, more than 17,000 visi-
tors attempt to cram into the
Abbey, resulting in “bedlam.”
Many of theitourists were us-
ing/the Abbey as a free wait-
ing room—a place to have a
cup of coffee and chat—be-
fore walking over Westminster: Bridge to catchithe Eurostar
at Waterloo. Entry charges of 35 pounds altime were intro-
duced recently in' an attempt to limit visitor numbers. An
extra 18 marshals have been recruited'toi patrol entrances,
security: cameras have been installed to. monitor logjams,
such as at the tombs of kings and queens, and tour group
sizes have been cut in half, to/ 26, which is half aibusload.
Some visitors who actually do come to pray are allowed
free admissionif this is the case, and can either, pray/in'the
nave or, an area roped off from tourists. Most visitors are
on sightseeing) tours, however. (The most-asked question
of abbey tour guides at present is: “Where!is the pianoithat
Elton John played at the Princess’s funeral2” it’s not there.)
But the new measures have restored some sense of the
spiritual'for. visitors to the abbey. Said/Dean Wesley Carr:
“We have removed the chaos. And already we are finding|
that visitors whisper to each other, instead of shouting.”
(The Times/The Daily Telegraph)

T S T S T I

The process was initiated by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
after two financial scandals in the early 1990s—the loss of
800 million pounds in property speculation and' a huge mis-
calculation of pension commitments—put the financial secu-
rity of the church in jeopardy.

A campaign to segure dek

Conference—appears toh
tional consultation th




The World Bank was set up in Washington immediately af-
ter World War, 11 to' help raise living standards in developing
countries, using loans funded by rich nations.

A'spokesman'indicated that the World Bank’s sister organi-
zation, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), was not offi-
cially represented at the meeting. Both organizations have been
criticized by aid'agencies and others for what they see as un-
equalterms imposed on developing countries.

Wolfensohn said he and the 10.000 people working for him
“dothe best jobiwe can to alleviate poverty” and don’t seek to
“put people mn chains.” Wolfensohn put the total debt of de-
veloping countries at $2 trillion.

Joint working groups are to continue different aspects of
the dialogue.

Source: Ecumenical News International

Meeting For Traditionalists
Set In Victoria, British Columbia

A conference for Anglican traditionalists August 20-24 in
Vietoria, BritishiColumbia will focus on the study of biblical,
patristic and Anglican sacramental theology, as well as wor-
ship and devotion o Christ in the Holy Communion.

Open 10 all traditional Anglicans, the Victoria Eucharistic
Conference will be sponsored by the Order of Servants in Ado-
ration within the Anglican Catholic Church of Canada (ACCC)
as a memorial to the foundress, Sister Pax. ACCC is part of
the international alliance of Continuing Churches, the Tradi-
tional Anglican Communion (TAC).

The theme of the conference is “The Bread of Life.” Speak-
ers will include the Rt. Rev. Donald Parsons, former Bishop of
Quincy, (IL) and former dean of Wisconsin’s Nashotah House
Seminary; the Rev. J.R. Porter, Professor Emeritus of Old Tes-
tament at Exeter Umversity (England); the Most Rev. Louis
Falk, Primate of TAC: the Rt. Rey. Robert Mercer, CR, former
Bishop of Matabeleland, Zimbabwe and now Metropolitan of
ACCC; and the Rt. Rev. R.C. Crawley, SSC, Suffragan of the
West within the ACCC. A representative of one of the Prayer

Book Societies also is expected' to speak.

“There will be no ecclesiastical politics or controversy, on!y
the sharing of a common faith, heritage. and fellowship,” s;ud
Conference Coordinator, Fr. Stanley Sinclair. The Canadian
Book of. Common Prayer will be used for worship through-
out the meeting.

The conference will be held at St. Ann’s, a former Roman
Catholic cathedral and academy now owned and fully ;‘esto're’d
by the Province of British Columbia. It is close to VlCtOI’la. S
Inner Harbour, Parliament, and' the Empress Hotel. Tours Wllll
be provided, and events may include a sacred concert in Christ
Church Anglican Cathedral. :

“Those attending will have the chance to enjoy one of
Canada’s most picturesque and lovely cities at a time when
the exchange rate is especially favourable for U.S. and UK
residents,” said Fr. Sinclair. “The conference lectures, services,
and' events for these four days, and the conference banquet
and Sunday buffet at the Empress Hotel, will cost $ZOO' Cane't-
dian” (about $130'U.S., or 80 British pounds). And while this
will be in the “high” tourist season, he said special rates have
been! secured for good to excellent accommodation within a
two-block walk of the meeting site. ;

Reservations may be made by contacting The Coordinator,
Victoria Bucharistic Conference, ¢/o 207-1157 Fairfield Road,
Victoria, B.C. V8V 3A9 Canada.

LATE NEWS: AUSTIN MAY RESIGN

At deadline, it appeared that a leading traditi(.)nahs't,
the' Archdeacon of York, George Austin, may resign his
post over the Church of England's decreasing adherence
tol the historic faith and its discrimination against orth?—
dox clergy. Austin expressed despair over the C of E's
liberall agenda from feminism to homosexual rights, and
its falure to keeppledges of faimess toward opponents of
women's ordination. He asserted that almost all recent
senion appointments have been awarded to liberal clerics.

7z

TWO BISHOPS were to be consecrated April 26 for the new
Church of the Torres Strait, which includes some 5,000
orthodox Anglicans who left the Anglican Church of Aus-
tralia (ACA) for the Traditional Anglican Communion (TAC),

an International Continuing Church fellowship, late last

year. Representatives of the large group—all Melanesians
living  on, or halling from, a strip of islands off the north-
{ t of Australla—recently elected THE REV. GAYA|
eft) to be thelr bishop, and Hankin chose THE
DAVID' PASSI (right) as assistant bishop. Highly re-

BISHOPS FOR. TORRES STRAIT CONTINUERS

spected|by the Islanders, both meniare well-educated; ex=
periencedi clerics who have served as parish priests and
cathedralldeans. In addition, Hankin has been principal ?f
St. Paulls College since 1989. The Torres Strait group:s
transfer. from ACA to TAC—one of the largest ever to the
Continuum—stems from “unhappy divisions” between
(mainly white) ACA authorities and Islander: communities,
includingla dispute over thel selection ofi a bishop for t_he
Torres Strait, and the amalgamation of its orthodox dio-=
cese, Carpentaria, with the liberal Diocese of Nortt:
Queensland. And!5,000/may be a “conservative estimatei
of the group’s numbers, said Bishop Albert Haley of TAC'S
other province in the region, the Anglican Catholic Church
in Australla (ACCA). Haley, who, as a former priest-direc-
tor. of the Torres Strait Mission, is quite familiar with the
Melanesian Anglicans, sald he felt numbers would becomg
clearer after the two bishops are/iniplace. Hankin and Passl
were due to be consecrated on Badul Island Aprill 26 by
TAC Primate, Louis Falk; Bishop Haley; ACCA Bishop/John
Hepworth; and Bishop Robert Mercer of the Anglican
Catholic ChurchiofiCanada.
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Mary Adelia McLeod of Vermont saidi that she had been
“nurtured by this meeting in a way I have not felt before.”

“The church at large should'rejoice,” said Roskam, “because
this meeting will help disperse cynicism™ and show that the
bishops were determined to “exercise spiritual leadership.”

The “Gift” Of Ambiguity

Gray and others gave most of the credit to a'series of pre-
sentations by Griswold. Charles Bennison of Pennsylvania
said that he was “overwhelmed” by the presiding bishop's
“gifts of intellect and his ability to teach.” And'he strongly
endorsed Griswold’s observation that “our ability to live with
the tension of ambiguity is our gift to American society.”

But several bishops also'said the spirit of this year's meet-
ing reflected Browning’s groundwork at previous Kanuga
gatherings.

The effort has not been without its ditficulties, or detrac-
tors. In recent years some bishops had expressed frustration
with the agenda of meetings at Kanuga—or had stopped at-

Ib:ElW EPISCOPAL PRESIDING BISHOP FRANK GRISWOLD (right), tending altogether. And Bishop Wallis Ohl of Northwest
1anapolis' Bishop Catherine Waynick and Western Michigan

Bishop Ed Texas, who became a bishop in 1997, said he “had'heard the
North %a V\lr_ard Lee chat at the recent House of Bishops meeting in horror stories of working from 7 in the moring until 10 at
rolina. Episcopal News Service photo by Frank Ballard night, with great animosities arising »
, g.
And the optimism this time remained tempered with real-

i - ism. Bishop David Bowman of Western New York and others
BlShOpS Claim “Breakthrough” warned that “the road won't be all smooth, we will face chal-
At North Carolina Meeting lenges in the future.” The bishops committed themselves,
: tinue their struggl inst racism.
The Episcopal Church’s Skt Grersed fiom & dlesd for example, to continue their struggle against ract

i . : But even conservative bishops praised the recent meeting
;e;:frigsig t?xl:t {Egurﬁt;:lnes o _Nort}é ?ELOIin]? kll)rimrg.i’qg V;’llt,h as achieving more of what has bie_rll) its stated goal since 1992:
pursuit of coll 'yl' xperienced a “breaktiroughinithelr building trust and unity among bishops.

N “This is the most encouraging meeting of the House of
Bishops I have ever attended,” said Bishop John-David
Schofield of San Joaquin, California. “I have had deep and
meaningful conversations with bishops I have seenat a dis-
tance for ten years.”

terTv}\I;e Marchi 5-10 meeting at the Kanuga Conference Cen-
- as the seventh gathering since rancor in the House of:
3ishops over homosexuality at the 1991 General Conven-
tion led former Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning to move

the prelates into an un i 1 i i
. precedented series of executive ses- Bishop Robert Ihloff (Maryland) described being recon-
sions and' later propose the Kanuga retreats. These have fo- el %

. . : ciled to a conservative bishop, with whom he had disagreed

Zl::: 2 frlr}OO % 0? discussion, often in small groups, and moved strongly about the attempt to try Bishop Walter Righter for
4 k= iolive model, ordaining a noncelibate homosexual.

Schofield credited Griswold’s emphasis on “meeting each

other in vulnerability, rather than in each other’s conclusions.”

fAs he waited for his van to the airport, Bishop Ted Gullick
of Kentucky seemed! to express the feelings of many of his

colleagues. “We just experi i I 1. of bi
s ; perienced five days of transforma- He added that he thought “people are sick to death of bicker-
tion.* he said, “where we climbed out of our liberal vs. con- A

: i ighting Ki ways that truth and
S?“"’a“"e trenches and met each other in a deeper spiritual iﬁgrz;dcglgtzgf(’ ggﬁ;ﬁ‘ an ook glo el

. é[;i;;dg}:?ﬁe (;f glied l}onesty,’? J Schofield said no bishops confronted him at?out his now-
10 T piliesaseroupiof abouti20 bishops whojbadiagreed ended role in PECUSA Inc., the new conservative “shadow™
olmeet with the.press when the House of Bishops gathering body that bears the historic, but never-incorporated. name
cg?rllcluded, Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold said that the and shield of the Episcopal Church. During his final days in
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Openly Gay Man Among
Nominees To Succeed Spong

A'homosexual priest, and'a female cleric, are among five
nominees chosen to succeed ultra-liberal Newark Episcopal
Bishop John Spong.

The Reyv. Gene Robinson, 50, is the first openly gay priest
to appear on a list of candidates for bishop in the Episcopal
Church (ECUSA).

According to The New York Times, Robinson, 50, has been
a top official of the Diocese of New Hampshire for more
than a decade, is active in AIDS organizations and support-
ing homosexual youths, has led racism-education projects,
and raised funds for low-income housing.

In a statement to the diocesan nominating committee,
Robinson notedithat he was the divorced father of two daugh-
ters and lived in' Weare, New Hampshire, with a partner, Mark
Andrew, a program manager for the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Dale Gruner, a Newark diocesan spokeswoman, said that
besides Robinson, the nominees are the Rev. Rosemari Sullivan,
51, rector of St. Clement’s, Alexandmia, Virginia; the Rev. Jack
Croneberger, 59, rector of the Church of Atonement, Tenafly,
New Jersey; the Rev. Gray Temple Jr., 56, rector; of St. Patrick’s,
Atlanta; and the Rev. Will Wauters, 48, chaplain of the private
Lawrenceville School in New Jersey.

Sullivan, if elected, would'be the sixth female bishop cho-
sen to head an ECUSA diocese. Croneberger has/ long been
active in the church struggle over gay rights. Temple has led
church dialogues on same-sex marriages and the ordination of
homosexuals. Wauters, who has served ministries in New Jer-
sey, California and' Texas, was active in struggles to unionize
farm workers and end gang violence, and served on a governor’s
council in Texas on work force and economic development.

Additional nominations, which could be made by petition
before April 15, were expected to include Newark’s Suffragan
Bishop, Jack M. McKelvey, whom one Newark source pre-
dicted would be highly favored at voting time.

The new bishop will be elected by the diocesan convention
in June and—if confirmed! by the wider church—be conse-
crated November 21 toisucceed Spong at his retirement Janu-
ary 31, 2000.

Benitez Refutes Righter’s
Trial Expense Claim

One of the bishops behind the 1995-96 attempt to try retired
Bishop Walter Righter for ordaining anoncelibate homosexual
has denied Righter’s claim that the Episcopal Church (ECUSA)
shelled out a large amount to cover costs of the proceeding.

In a recent letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Righter,
the former Assistant Bishopiof Newark, claimed that ECUSA’S
national treasury “paid the bills for those who charged me with
heresy—3$140,000 at last count,”

Benitez, one of ten bishops who presented (filed charges
against) Righter, also scored his colleague’s use of the word
“heresy“—ithe term applied to the Righter case by liberals,
but never by Righter’s accusers.

In a response circulated electronically, Benitez told Righter
his statement to the Archbishop “is significantly in error. The
ten of us presenter bishops attended the trial entirely without
charge to the national church,” from which “(w]e neither re-
quested nor received one cent...”

Benitez added that
the “attorney who rep-
resented us, Mr. Hugo
Blankingship, informed
us that he would repre-
sent us: pro bono, and
even to doiso covering
his own expenses.”
However, when he
learned that ECUS A
would cover some of
his trial-related costs,
“he asked for and was
reimbursed for some-
thing like $2,300-
$3,000;, for the expense
of his travel, hotel,
meals, and some for
mailing, printing and
telephone, etc.”

Recognizing that the
costsi to; Blankingship and his' law firm, “were substantially
beyond that,” Benitez said!the ten bishops raised about $60,000,
much of it from their own pockets, to defray Blankingship’s
expenses, with any extra to serve as an honorarium. “He re-
ceived'noilegal fee...nor was/he compensated'in any way’ by,
the national church, Benitez wrote.

Benitez said he could not imagine how a total bill of
$140,000 for ECUSA, cited by Righter, might have resulted.
“All'L can' estimate would be the cost of bringing the nine
judges, and their support staff, including their attorney, to-
gether for several days for the two gatherings of the trial
court, for lodging, food, and travel. Of course there was a
fair bif of printing, and mailing expense associated with the
trial, but...$140,000/ would seem a lot more' than necessary,
torcover those expenses.” He conceded that there may be

Bishop/Benitez

San Joaquin Gets
First Woman Priest

Following the Episcopal General Convention’s 1997 man-
date for women priests churchwide, a female priest has been
allowed torbegin functioning in the Diocese of San Joaquin,
California—one ofi four dioceses led by bishops aligned' with
the traditionalist Episcopall Synod of America.

The rector and vestry of Holy Family CGhurch, Fresno, re-
quested that Bishopohn-David Schofield allow the Rev. Linda
Gail'Robinson toserve atithe parish. Robinson was ordained a
priestiin 1986/and\senved!in'a number of congregationsiin Ala-
bama, where she is' canonically resident, before: moving to
Clovis, California, in 1994 with her husband.

A Living Churchi story said'that, following discussions be-
tween Holy Family’s rector, the Rev. Stephen Mills, Robinson,
and Schofield about how to respect the consciences of every-
one involved, it was “'mutually agreed” that Schofield would
gmm.f rmal | permlssmn £or Robmsem toiserve:

f g i Lhe Fresno
A pr@mme {from me not o
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unknown expenses linked with the case.

“However, my point is that not one dime was spent on those
whom you describe as, ‘those who charged® you with heresy!”

Further challenging Righter’s use of the latter term, Benitez
reminded Righter that the “very word ‘heresy’ did not ap-
pear anywhere in the presentment. You were charged with...
violating your ordination vow...‘to conform to the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church.” We still
believe that you departed from ‘the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of the Episcopal Church’, and thereby violated your
ordination vow, in the ordination that precipitated the filing
of the presentment!”

Despite Hostile Convention,
Doss Still Refuses To Leave

A long-festering feud between liberal New: Jersey Bishop
Joe Morris Doss and many clergy and lay: leaders in his dio-
cese erupted at the diocesan convention March 13-14 with a
resounding defeat of the bishop’s supporters for diocesan ap-
pointments and committees, a $650,000 drop in the 1998 bud-
get, and a renewed call for Doss’ resignation.

Doss, however, still says he won't go:

The bishop was asked to step down last fall by the diocese’s
standing committee and council, amid
numerous complaints about Doss
which the committee summarized as
“questions ofi character, trust, and fi-
nancial impropriety.”

Ini his address to the 214th con-
vention in Atlantic City, Doss said
the resignation: call “is one of the
INOre extreme actions taken in the
history of the Episcopal Church.”

“My, decision to stay the course,”
he said, “is the result of a desire to
tulfill my call and my vocation; it
“has to do with what it means to be an
Anglican...with a sense of mission.”

Drawing upon his experience at the House of Bishops meet-
ing a'week earlier, during which the bishops engaged in circle
dancing, he said it was time for membexs of the diocese “to
attest toithat which is at the center of our Christian identity...to
Jjoin'hands and follow the Trinity in a circle dance of dispos-
Session.” (See niore on this in “News of the Weird'!)

“We do not find our truthiin the spirit of division and'sepa-
ration and' personal possessiveness. We find truth in com-
munion,”’ Doss said.

Unlike last year, when Doss received a standing ovation
after admitting to the convention that he had made mistakes,
his address was greeted with stony silence. A sprinkling of
applause rippled among the 750 delegates and some stood to
show their support.

he majornity defeated every candidate put forward as part
offa“restoration coalition,” a widely circulated listing of can-
didates who support the bishop.

: . While the diocese suffered without a treasurer and a chief
- financial officer in the months leading to convention—both
: d'last year—it appears that it may now be without

Doss

DI Catenacel, the bishop’s nominee for chancellor.
VIS now faced with a treasurer (the newly elected Pe-
an) who does not'suppont him and adiocesanicoun-
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cil and standing committee which want his resignation.

During the closing hours of convention, the Rev. Roger
Hamilton, whoiretires as standing committee chairman to be-
come a member of diocesan council, reiterated the
committee’s request for the bishop's resignation. “Many of
us rose [last year after Doss’ address] to thank God for an
opportunity to heal as the body of Christ,” Hamilton said.
“However, the truth is that as the year progressed we saw not
only a greater projection of blame on others, but also an in-
creased exploitation of people and process.”

Hamilton continued: “Recent revelations of his contempt
toward our black brothers and sisters have made it clear that
there is no hope for change. It is evident to me that the bishop
uses the faith of the Christian community as a weakness to
manipulate and coerce. In Bishop Doss we'see one for whom
the church has become a means to power and control.”
Hamilton sat down to sustained' applause.

Seven representatives from the diocese recently met with
Presiding Bishop Frank Grisweld'to discuss the impasse, and
were planning another meeting, though his authority is lim-
ited in'such a case.

Criticism of Doss increased days prior to the convention
when the Trenton Times reported that the bishop had misused
his discretionary fund as a source of interest-free loans to
himself. A report by the diocesan audit committee, which' the
committee claimed Doss tried to block, cited “inappropriate
expenditures’” for the bishop’s personal use. The funds were
subsequently repaid, in whole or in part.

Source: Episcopal News Service

Legal Group Defends
Continuing Anglican Chapel

A Continuing Anglican priest who is being pressured to re-
locate the chapel he has in his home is now being represented
by the American Center for Law and Justice of Texas (ACLIJ).

The Rev. KennethiG. Walsh Ir.. a cleric in a small Continu-
ing jurisdiction and a high school' Latin teacher ini Conroe,
Texas, near Houston, converted the garage of his home in the
River Plantation subdivision into what is now the Anglican
Chapel of St. Jerome. He has been conducting weekly 1928
prayer book services there for about a dozen people. Walsh
says there are no other homes located adjacent to his. and' no
parking or traffic problems created by the service and fellow-
ship, which last about one and! one-half hours each Sunday.

Members of the River Plantation Community Improvement
Association demanded that Walsh to cease conducting “pub-
lic church serv_ices" in his home and relocate the chapel, cit-
ing a “restrictive covenant”™ governing the subdivision that
requires buildings within it to be used for residential pur-

‘poses only. Noting that the priest is also advertising to' at-

tract attendance at the services, the Association said'it would
seek an injunction against Walsh if he failed to comply.

In a letter to ASsociation lawyer Don Stecking, ACLY at-
torney Monika Manor maintained' that Walsh is complying
with the subdivision’s “restrictive covenants’ because he and
his wife, Eileen, clearly use the house for “residential pur-
poses.” Manor asserted that Walsh and his family, as well as
any other family residing in the subdivision, are free to have
guests in their home anytime they choose, and to engage in
worship and Bible study in their own home, as long as they
do not violate the rights of any other individuals.

[t appears, moreover, that the Assoctation made no similan

Continued next page, right eolumn
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ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS:

*THE RECENTLY FORMED;, 500-STRONG CLERGY
SECTION of Englandis white-collar Manufacturing, Science
and Finance Union (MSF) has followedlits secular counter-
parts by demandingia 4,000-pound salary rise. Inimaking
the unprecedentedicall, the clergy union said that this year's
national minimum stipend, which has been set at 14,340
peunds (c. $23,000 U.S.), is too low. for many vicars with
families whose wives are not wage eammers. The union is
asking|for parity with residentiary canons at cathedrals, who
receive 18,600 pounds. The Rev. StepheniTrott, leader of
MSF's clerical'section and arectorin Boughton, Northampton,
saidimaorale is “very low” among clergy, and many are on
the brink of, or are, claiming state benefits. “Our job is at
least equal in responsibility to the cathedral clergy,” Trott
said, adding that there will be more demands on active
clerics in the next few years as significant numbers of clergy
retire. He said: “The money made available by the loss of
these posts cught, we believe, to be directed towards those
remaining inithe full-time ministry.” @ne clerical member of
the union, the Rev. Andrew de Berry, vicar of Thurgarton,
Nottinghamshire, said that “there needs to be action if we
aretoretain our self-esteem.” A'spokesman for the Church
Commissioners said the pay claim would be “considered
carefully.” - The Daily Telegraph

*THE CAREAND FEEDING OF CHURCH OF ENGLAND
BISHOPS rose 12 percent in 1995—to a record 13.7 mil-
lion peunds—causing a consequent rise in irritation among
those who think some churchi figures lead unnecessarily
lavishlifestyles. But one Church Commissioner denied that
bishops are “fat cats, over-salaried and over-resourced.”
e increase is largely due to the unprecedented repair
and refurbishment of episcopal palaces and the C of E's
bidito jein the technologicall age. The biggest single ex-
pense is Lambeth Palace, where Archbishop George Carey
lives and works. In 1996, the palace's running costs are
understood to have exceeded one million pounds for the
first time. This year, the Archbishop's stipend will exceed
90,000 pounds, and his staff has expanded by four per-
sons in the pastteniyears. - The Independent '

_ AN “EVANGELICAL WHO DELIGHTS IN THE OTHER
TRADITIONS OF THE CHURCH” HAS BEEN AP-
POINTEDAS BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.. The appointment
of the Rt. Rev. James Jones, currently Bishop of Hull, ends
a protracted vacancy in the see followingthe retirement of
Bishop David Sheppard that increased concern over the
Church of England’s method of appointing bishops, But
Church Times observed that Liverpool was likel athard
spottofill inlight of the ci .
churchggoers for a northem:
ship between the Anglican ;
fostered by Sheppard an
Worlock. Married with three d

ishop, and the close relation-
man Catholic Churches
late Archbighop Derek
hters, Jones, 47, studied
gations in Bristol and
f Hull in 1894,

ty's political profile, a desire among .

Former Washington
ECUSA Rector Serves
Continuing Body

THE REV. CANON JAMES
DAUGHTRY (pictured), former
rector: of the noted Washing-
tonAnglo-Catholic parish, St.
| Paul’s, K Street, and an “early
}l retiree” of the Episcopal
Church; is currently serving
in the Anglican Province of
America (APA), a Continuing
i Church body. Fr. Daughtry

§ has been appointed to APA’s
8 Ecumenical Committee and
is assisting priest at St. Paul’s Anglican Church,
Melboutne, Florida. (DEUS)

e e}

CHAPREL Continued fromi previous page
request of the former owner of Walsh’s home. who report-
edly operated anlinterior decorating business at the residence.

The stand-off between the two parties evidently remained
at deadline for this issue.

Walsh holds a bachelors degree in economics and! philoso-
phy from Georgetown University, a masters in finance and
marine resource management from Texas A&M University,
and has held U.S. Navy and government positions. He at-
tended Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry and (inter alia)
was a missionary. to the Anglican Diocese of Liberia, Africa,
under the late Bishop George Daniel Browne from 1979-32.
His wife of 33 years teaches special education, and also is
theologically trained. The couple has four adult children and
five grandchildren.

Sources,included The Houston Chronicle, The Courier

RC Priest Gets Life Sentence
In Landmark Sex Case

Suspended Roman Catholic priest Rudolph “Rudy” Kos
was sentenced April 1 tolife in prison for sexually assaulting
altar boys in hundreds of attacks that earlier resulted in a
record $119.6 million civil judgment against Kos and the
Dallas diocese.

Kos, 52, was convicted onithree counts of aggravated sexual
assault and was sentenced to life imprisonment on each. The
same Dallas jury also convicted him of one count of inde-
cency withia child, for whichia20-year jail term was imposed.

In addition, Kos was sentenced to 20-year terms on each
of three other charges to whichihe pleaded' guilty at the Start
of the trial. He also must pay $10,000in fines for eachiofi the
seven counts,

Four victims told police they were molested about 1,350
times over five years,

Under parole guidelines in efffect at the time the crimes)
were committed, Kos will be eligible to seek parole in 15
years. He could have been sentenced! to probation because
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hie has no previous felony convictions.

ILast year, a civil suit produced the staggering $119.6 mil-
lion/ judgment against Kos and the Catholic Diocese of Dal-
las. Witnesses testified during an 11-week trial that Kos sexu-
ally abused boys from 1981 to 1992 at three Dallas-area

churches. Three of the plaintiffs in that case were accusers in
the criminal case.

Source: Associated Press

Historic Mideast Meeting
Notes Falling Christian Numbers

Alhistoric gathering in Cyprus of 20 leaders of Middle East-
ern Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant churches re-
solved to “speak publicly’” about a “widely whispered” topic—
the.falling numbers and resources of Christians living in the
region where Christianity began.

Thg church leaders attending the high-level meeting also

promised to cooperate with each other and with their Mus-
lim neighbors to overcome difficulties faced by indigenous
Christians.
- The meeting—held in Nicosia, Cyprus January 23-24, dur-
ing the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity—was significant
in 1ts§lf, because it was only the second meeting of such high-
ranking church representatives from the region since the
Council of Ephesus in the year 431. (A similar meeting was
held'in Nicosia in 1985.) The gathering was organized by the
Middle EBast Council of Churches, and hosted by Archbishop
Chrysostomos, primate of the Church of Cyprus.

While taking care to avoid “alarmism’ over the issue, the
?hurch leaders released a pastoral letter at the end of the meet-
}ng f:alling attention to the falling number of Christians l1v-
Ing in the Middle East, while also indicating that they were
not ‘cal.ling for outside intervention to ensure a continued
Chr_lstian presence. Problems are to be solved by those in the
region itself, they believe.

: ‘The church leaders showed their willingness tor cooperate
»ln‘th_at endeavor, stating: “We cannot properly carry out our
mission nor are we even be able to carry it out at all, unless we
strengthen our bonds of love and cooperation. We are all re-
sponsible for that which Christ the Lord has entrusted to/us.™
‘The pastoral letter reflects the growing level of concermn
0 hristians as well as Muslims about “the problem of
1 emigration and the erosion of various aspects of
“hristian presence in Middle Eastern societies, said Dr.
k Mitri of the World Council of Churches’ Office on In-
igious Relations. “It has become an issue of public
n the region and beyond. In the U.S., for example,
ddressed as a question of religious persecution.™
ne churchileaders also warn “against sweeping states
e who predict the imminent eradication of Chris-
iddle Bast,” Mitriinoted. And while:
ents are imporntant, the ;
them. “Faithfulness .

can reasonably expect the electorate to trust and vote tor
them “when the moral ground on which they stand'is slip-
sliding away.” Jones said morality is not something that
can be compartmentalized. “The very nature of the moral
law is that it has a claim on every aspect of our lives,” he
said. - Church Times/The Times y

*THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND’S NEW BISHOP OF
SOUTHWARK, Tom Butler, says “now is not the time to
be making decisions” on the homosexuality issue, which
has received a liberal pushiin Seuthwark in recent years.
Butler, currently. Bishop of Leicester, says he stands be-
hind the 1991 House of Bishops statement, Issues in Sexu-
ality, and advocates “a period of reflection and patience” on
homosexuality. Married with two grown children, Butler, 58,
obtained a doctorate in electronics before training for the
ministry at Mirfield; he was ordained in 1964. After serving
in the Dioceses of Ely and Canterbury, and in Zambia, he
was made Archdeacon of Northolt in 1980, and Bishop of
Willesden in 1985. He has been at Leicester since 1991,
and has been chairman of the C of E's Beard of Mission
since 1995. He took his seat in the House of Lords last
year. He succeeds Bishop Roy Williamson in Southwark.
- Church Times

*AS EXPECTED, THE BISHOPS OF THE (ANGLICAN)
CHURCH IN WALES have lifted their ban on the remar-
riage of divorcees in church. The 800 Welsh clergy now
have the freedom to conduct such services if their con-
sciences allow it. The church's Governing Body narrowly
defeated a bill to permit the practice in 1996. The bishops
said their action now was based on legal advice that the
church cannot issue ablanket prohibition against the secu-
lar law in Wales, which, as in England, allows divorced
ry. However, the law gives individual priests

to decline to perform such marriages. A




MIDEAST Continued. from previous page

the oppression experienced by Palestinians because of the
Istaeli occupation. More than 900 people—mainly Christians
but also Jews and Muslims—from many parts of the world
came (o the Roman Catholic-sponsored Bethlehem Univer-
sity to' spend five days discussing how the biblical theme of
jubilee could help them promote justice in the Holy Land.
They said that “the benefits of God’s jubilee are for alll the
inhabitants of this land, Israelis and Palestinians, Muslims,
Jews and Christians.” The conference identified ten steps that
the vision of jubilee required in the region. These included
the return of all Arab and Palestinian lands occupied' after
the war of 1967, and the right of returni for the refugees who
hadbeen expelled; and'a “guarantee of free access’ to Jerusa-
lem, which is regarded' as sacred by members of all three
monotheistic religions. Most Muslim and Christian Palestin-
ians are unable to visit the Dome of the Rock or the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre because of closuresimposed by Israel’s
military forces.

Source: Ecumenical News International

ot G ﬂné' al Synod legisla-

LATE NEWS: GAY ACTIVISTS DISRUPT
EASTER SERVICE AT CANTERBURY

Peter Tatchell, organizer of the gay group Outrage, has been
arrested and' charged with “riotous or violent behavior in a
church™ after he'and other gay activists distupted' Archbishop
George Carey's Easter sermon in Canterbury Cathedral.

Tatchell, accompanied by ten banner-carrying protesters,
climbed into: the pulpit, jostled the Archbishop, and loudly
decried Dr. Carey’s “discrimination” against homosexuals,
whichihe said is “not Christian teaching,”

Gay activists are upset that Carey has opposed a proposal to
lower the legal age of consent for homosexual sex from 18 to
16, the same as for heterosexuals. He also is against allowing
gays to adopt children.

While'some congregants shouted for them to/leave, some of
the demonstrators yelled “shame” while pointing at Dr Carey.

Stewards and policemen intervened quickly to eject the cam-
paigners from in and around the pulpit and from the cathedral.
Dr. Carey reportedly remained! calmi during the two-minute
protest, and' quickly resumed his sermon, in which he urged
peace in Northern Ireland.

(Combined news reports)

ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS:

“A BROOKLYN EPISCOPAL PRIEST CAUGHT LAST
YEARSMOKING CRACK COCAINE will have to get drug
treatment and perform 500 hours of community service.
That's the sentence handed down in'March for the Rev.
Chester LLaRue, arrested in January 1997 when police
caught him smoklng a crack pipe while typing his sermon
oniacomputerin the rectory ofiSt. John's Episcopal Church.
- Un/ted Press International
WALE EPISCOPAL PRIEST HAS BEEN SUS-
ilera church team investigates sexual and
duct allegations against her. The Very Rev.
50 4 rector of St Thomas Eplscopal Church
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ImS FIRST FEMALE RECTOR, the Rev. Nancy Hood,
who'is now leading the 110-family St. Paul's Episcopal
Chureh in' South Oak Park. While acknowledging the honor,
Hood said gender is not an issue at the parish. Nor was
thelcongregation interested in making history. “Our chal-
lenge here at St. Paul's,” Hood said, “is to provide spiri-
wallleadership to a diverse and vibrant congregation and
10 develop a strong Christian education program, espe-
cially foryouth.” She said the racially mixed congregation
wants “a place that doesn't compromise with the secular
cultiure around them.” Hood was formerly associate rec-
lorat St. James’ Episcopal Church in Dallas, where she
Was principal of the parish's Montessori School. A priest
since 1992, she also is a licensed professional counselor
and teacher. She is currently chairman of the diocesan
Cpmrmssuon on Marriage and the Family, and' involved
vylth her husband, Charles V. Smith Jr., inithe Interna-
tional Marriage Encounter program. The Bishop of Dal-
Ias; the Rt. Rev. James Stanton, is an Evangelical who
Oppases the ordination of active homosexuals but sup-
ports the ordination of women. In other news, the Dallas
d_locese decided last fall to increase its giving to the na-
tionall chureh, raising its contribution from 50 to 78 per-
centof the asking, or $352,000. - Espirit/The Living Church

T O
OF GENERAL INTEREST:

*BETHSAIDA, THE PLACE WHERE JESUS MULTI-
PUE_D THE LOAVES AND FISHES, was opened to the
public March 25 after 11 years of joint excavations by. Is-
fael gr_‘nd the University of Nebraska at Omaha. The Bible
identifies Bethsaida as the site of several of Jesus’ miracles
and the: home of at least three of the 12 Apostles. In the
time ofiKing/David, Bethsaidawas alarge Jewish commu-=
nity, bigger than Jerusalem, archaeologists said. The 22-
acrel site was opened as part of preparations for millen-

nium celebrations, when more than four million Christian
pilgrims are expected to visit the Holy Land. - The Wash-
ington Times

*INTERNATIONAL CONTROVERSY WAS TRIG-
GERED WHEN U.S. PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON AND
HIS WIFE TOOK COMMUNION in (Reman Catholic)
Regina Mundi Church March 29 in Soweto, during the
couple's recentvisit to SouthAfrica. Fr. Mehlomi Makobane,
the parish priest who administered the sacrament to Clinton,
a Southern Baptist, asserted that his action was in line with
a recent ecumenical directory published by his nation's
Catholic Bishops' Conference. Members of Clinton's staff
reportedly clearedithe presidents reception of Holy Com-
munion in advance with the priest, who said he did not
consult his bishop on the matter. South African bishaps
said Makobane made a “mistake in judgment.” While they
said non-Catholics may: receive the Eucharist from a Ro-
man cleric under certain conditions of ‘pressing need,”
generally this is not allowed because “‘the sacraments, in
particular Holy Communion, symbolise the unity (of be-
lief) among us.” Salesian Father John Coleman, the
Johannesburgidiocesan vicar for liturgy, said organizers of
Clinton’s visit appeared to have misjudged the effect of the
action, which “surprised and hurt many Catholics, espe-
cially American Catholics whom Clinton wouldm't want te
alienate.” The incident evoked criticism from Vatican spokes-
men and at least two American cardinals. Even The New
York Postweighed in, commenting injpart that, while Clinton
“no doubt believed...he was somehow showing respect for
Catholicism...by availing himself* of one of its sacraments,
“Iwle think he was doing precisely the opposite...Wheni it
comes to religious ebservance in the presence of those
who profess aidifferent faith, reticence is always the rule.
But reticence is foreign to Bill Clinton—except, that is, when
it comes to elaborating on his relationship with Monica
Lewinsky.” - Cathalic News Seivice/other sources

+5OUTH AFRICA COULD BECOME THE FIRST
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Afterword
A Rwandan Bishop Speaks

By happy coincidence, we find that Rwandan Bishop John
Rucyahana of Shyira—whom we note/(onpages 10-11) has taken
a conservative ECUSA cleric serving an independent Arkansas
parish under his wing—is an'alumnus of Trinity Episcopal School
for Ministry (TESM), and recently visited and spoke ir various
paris of the U.S. Since he has boldly stepped into) the now-glo-
balized struggle for the faith, we were grateful to receive an
account (originally from TESM's web page)) of some of his re-
marks, which we pass on here in abridged form.

By way of background, it was noted that the diocese led by
Rucyahana—a bishop only since last June—is the largest of
nine in strife-torn Rwanda. “It has 600 congregations with
twio to three hundred peopleiin each. But he had only 40 priests
1o begin with, and four have beern massacred. since his, conse-
cration. His diocese is a stronghold for the rebel forces.”

Here are some of Rucyahana's remarks to.aNashville group:

On current division'in the Anglican Church: “If you be-
lieve 1n the liberal way you need to be distinct and clear
that...you believe that the decay of morals is not an issue' to
you. People can be what they want to be. Say that. But we
Evangelical members ofi the church, people who believe in
Jesus Christ as the Savior who came and died, who incarnated
God!in humanity withia mission to save us from death and the
gripiof sin, we need to remain in the propagation of that truth
and that gospel of our'Lord Jesus Christ. You cannot pretend
that you are in union with someone who says, “Jesus is not the
Son of God,” “Jesus is not raised from the dead,” and “The
Bible is not the active Word.” It’s not schism, it’s not separat-
ing the church. Conviction and conscience already separate
the church.”

Love versus lust: “They are using the language whichi is

very cunning

_‘Love. God loves and accepts everybody. [ et
ust satisfy their lusts.‘Fornicauon is 200d; adu]-
tery is a fulfillment of love. Thgrgfore God loves it. Bless i’
Solthe country is decaying...families are being broken...So you
see the destruction...There is no more love for each other. In-
stead it is love for self...There is‘ no human decenc?/. A,nd to be
decent...you have tohave discipline...You mustsay ‘no’ to some
things...So the nation is under des't'ru'ctlon, the church, every-
thing because the attack is from w1thm.’ They are speaking the
language people love, and people don’t know they are being
enticed into death.” ;

Meaningful pain: “Love is responsible. We.need to...love
the church, to love the people in our congregations by telling
them the truth...By telling them that the wrong will lead to
pain' somewhere. But sometimes our people nged to know that
there is meaningless pain, and purposeful pain. When people
become engaged in redeeming mission, they suffer a lot, but
end up liberating and saving many, many people. That is mean-
ingful pain. And the church leaders today need to know that
they may engage in amission which may involve them in some
pain, but they will be able to liberate and' to save, and that is
the pain that Jesus suffered at Calvary. Hanging on the cross,
going into the pain, the rejection...but knowing that it's...going
to lead' into the salvation of humanity. This is what the church
leaders should gointo NOW! to save this church!™

Is Jesus a small thing? “[A certain] bishop...was talking
to...a clergyman who went to/see him! about...issues of faith.
He asked his/ bishop, ‘What doi we...hold to be true, what
communion...do we have with each other in the diocese when
people/don’tbelieve iniJesusias the'Soniof God, as/God? When
some of the clergy don’t believe in the Bible as the Word of
God, what do) we teach?...What leadership are youl giving
us?’...This bishop said, ‘My friend, you are quarrelling with
small'things.” And this clergymanisaid, ‘My Lord'Bishop, when
Iitalk about Jesus, when'l talk about the Bible, do youlcall that
“small things”?°”...

A challenge tolbelieversin ECUSA: “You need to be able to
engage your/leaders, your priests, your vestries, your pastors...
tellithem'tol tell'you where they: stand-..This business of ambi-
guity, politics; dialogue, speaking double mindsi should' stop
forthwith. You should demand'the truth. [t’s up; to) youl’"

people who |
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AFRICAN'COUNTRY TO LEGALIZE SAME-SEX MAR-
RIAGE, though!the proposal is likely to face strong oppo-
sition from some churches. SouthAfrica’s constitution out-
laws discrimination based on sexual orientation. The Afri-
can National Congress resolved earlier this year to back
legislation “establishing the equal right to marry for people
of the same! sex,” and Nelson Mandela's gevernment is
expectedto introduce draft legislation on the matter soon.
While church resistance is mounting, strong support for
ing same-sex unions came from at least one prel-
the Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Cape Town,

BWE SHOULD BE DECLAREDA CHRISTIAN
s the Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC),

obert Mugabe. ZCC's general

id “it would onlybe prop.
' a Christia
 themselves Muslimi cou

Caweutt. - Ecumenical News International/Windy

ya

Christian nation?” Zimbabwe, which became independent
iniApril 1980, is at present a secular nation with freedom
of worship enshrined! iniits  constitution. Mafinyane said
Zimbabwe's designation'as a Christian nation should allow:
for theicontinued existence of other religions. But for most
of Zimbabwe's 12 million citizens—some! 65 percent;
Mafinyane estimated—indigenous religioniwas integrated
with Christianity. He said that “harmonious’ links between
Africanireligion and Christianity meant that it was inevitable
that the nation would officially become a Christiani state.
The director ofia leading Roman Catholic organization in
the nationidisagreed, saying that traditional religioni“is still
a strong) force in the minds and hearts of the majority: of
Zimbabweans. | think it wouldibe very unfair '
tianity on them.” - Ecumenical News Inte
"KENYA’S CHURCH LEADERS! h
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ARIZONA

Phoenix

Church of the Epiphany
(Anglican Church in America)
8433N. 12th St.; Sun HC 7:30a, 10a;
The Rev. Canon Frederick Rivers;
602/870-3638

CALIFORNIA

LLos Altos Hills

St. Luke’s Chapel in the Hills
(Independent)

26140 Duval Way; First Sunday/
Feast Days HC 10a; All other
Sundays MP' 10a; Sunday School all
Sundays 10a; 1928 BCP;
650/941-6524

LLos Angeles (Loz Feliz area)
St. Mary of the Angels
Anglican Church

(Anglican Church in America)
4510 Finley Ave; Sun Low Mass 8a,
Mattins 9:30a, Solemn High Mass
10a, Low Mass 12:30p, Evensong
4p; Mon Mattins 11:45a, Low Mass
noon; Mattins 10a Tues-Sat (with
Ilow Mass on Sat); Vespers 7p Tues,
‘Wed, FEri, Sat (with Low Mass on
Wed, Eri); The Rev. Gregory Wilcox,
213/660-2700, 660-2708

Orange County

Church of Saint Mary
Magdalene

(Anglican Catholic Church)

205 St Glassell'St., Orange; Sun
7:30a HEC, 8:30a MP, 9 a.m. Sung
‘Mass; Wed!9:30a Mass & Healing

‘Service; Thurs 7p Mass; Prayer Book

ply Days as announced; The Rey.
es Wilcox, Rector; the Rev. C. R.
[enstock, assisting; 714/532-2420

CHURCH DIRECTORY

FLORIDA

Jacksonville/Orange Park
Church of St. Michael

& All Angels

(Anglican Church in America)
Lakeshore Drive West, Orange Park;
Less than 10 min. off [-295; Sun HC
10a; Holy Days as announced; The
Rev. Laurence K. Wells;
904/388-1031

GEORGIA

Savannah

St. John’s Church

(Episcopal Church)

1 West Macon St. (Madison Sg.); Sun
Services 8a; 10:30a; noon; Adult
Classes 9:30a; Church School
10:30a; 1928 BCP; The Rev. William
Ralston; 912/232-1251

ILLINOIS

Quincy

St. John’s' Parish

(Anglican Church in America)

14th and Broadway; Sun Low Mass
7:30a; Family Choral Eucharist & SS
10a; Wed HC 5p; Thurs MP8.45a,
HE 9a; The Rey. Oscar Natwick:
217/222-3241

IOWA

Des Moines

St. Aidan’s Pro-Cathedral
(Anglican Churchin America)
49111 Meredith; Sun 9:10a Matins,
9:30a HC & Church School; Wed:
S5:45p EP. & HE; The Most Rev.
Louis Falk; The Rt. Rey. Wellbom
Hudson; 515/223-1591

MICHIGAN

Detroit

Mariners’ Church
(Autonomous)

170)E. Jefferson Avenue; Sun'HE
8:30/& llla, SS and Nursery at 11a;
Thurs HC 12:10p; (All sves 1928
BEP); The Rey. Richard/Ingalls;
313/259-2206

PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia

Church of St. James the Less
(Episcopal Church)

3227 W. Clearfield St.; Sun Low
Mass 8a; Sung Mass 10a; (Summer
Low Mass with Hymns 9a);
Weekdays Masses: Tues & Thurs 6p;
Wed! 10a; Fri9a: Sat 9:30a; American
Missal/1928 BCP; The Rev. David
Qusley; 215/229-5767

Rosemont

The Churchiof the

Good Shepherd

(Episcopal Church/ESA)

LLancaster and Montrose Avenues;
Sun 8a Low Mass, 10a High Mass,
Nursery 9:45a, Sunday School
10:45a, Adult Forum 11:45a;
Weekday Holy Eucharist: Mon(at
Haverford State Hosp), 10a, Mon-Fri
12:05p, Wed 7a, Thurs (with healing)
6p, Sat'9a; Daily Offices: Morning
Prayer, Mon-Fri 9a, Sat 8:30a;
Evening Prayer, Mon-Fri 5p; Organ
Recital and Choral Evensong 4pion
I'st Suns of Feb, Mar, May, Nov;
The Rev. David Moyer, rector;
610/525-7070; fax 525-7514

SOUTH CAROLINA

Florence

Anglican Church of

Qur Sayviour

(Anglican Catholic Church)
Stouden Mire Chapel, 100 block E.
Palmetto St., Sun 9a, HC 2nd & 4th,
MP [st, EP3rd; the Rey. James K.
Short, priest-in-charge; contact
Louise Sallenger, 803/669-6615

Greenville

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
{Anglican Church in America)

717 Buncembe St.; Sun lla HC:
1928 BCP; The Rev. Jack Cole;
864/232-2882

Spartanburg

St. Francis Church

(Anghcan Church in America)

601 Webber Rd; Sun Low Mass 8a,
Education 9a, Solemn High Mass 10a,
Evensong & Benediction 6p; Wed Mass
7p; Friday Mass Noon; The Rev. Canon
Kenneth Duley, rector; The Rt. Rev.
Charles Boynton; 864/579-3079, fax
579-2970; SxFrancis@AQL.COM

TEXAS

Alpine

Holy Cross Anglican Church
(Anglican Churchiin America)

N. 2nd at Brown; Sun HC 10a: Wed HC
noon; Holy Days HC noon; 1928 BCP;
The Rev. A, Saxton-Williams;
915/837-7463

Houston

St. Thomas® Episcopal Church
and School

(ECUSA}

4900 Jackwood; Sun 8a HC, 9a SS all
ages, 10:15a HC (MP 2nd Sun), 6:15p
EP (Evensong 6p 4th Sun); Mon-Eri 92
MP (school days only); The Rev.
Wayland Coe; 713/666-3111, fax
713/668-3887

VIRGINIA

Leesburg/Dulles

Our Saviour, Oatlands
(Episcopal Church)

Route 15 at Goose Creek, eight miles
south of Leesburg; Sun HC 8a, HC or
MP with SS & Nursery 9:30a, call for
EP times; the Rev. Elijah White;
540/338-4357




