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BRIEFS Continued from Page 29 n uncons 5 s of d
oft homosexual practice.” If not more than one-third of the amendment as,an overaII othef ‘oU' ol Utinslea,“
churches disagree, the reversed policy is expected to be one particular religion does not force dments: b el
adopted next year. - Ecumenical News International that the amendmenth s commall baged of
“NIGERIA’S CHURCH LEADERS, concerned over the one else to display.t eake the decision ENGE
alarming levels of corruption in their nation. have called allows each state 10 ”/2\ & oiated PressL CHALL o
on the nation’s new: civilian government to take drastic of its citizens.” - The I\SII AY ULTIMAT DEC|5|ON- o
Steps to clean up the country. The churches have previ- *IN A CASE THAT : RTION ke 21060 s
ously warned that the widespread corruption must be THE 1973 ROE V. W. otion lawsut 56 Omen’sﬂg d
rooted out, but the new calls follow democratic elections cently-filed federal ?IaSS ﬁion [aws violateW borﬁoﬂs a_ﬂ
and the end of military rule. Anglican Bishop Bolanie tion that New.Jersey's abo whoihave had@ rchristme
Gbonigi of Akure said June 12 that Nigeria needed a pub- The plaintiffs, three' women uplican Governo qaits In
lic investigation into allegations of corruption and that lead- two obstetricians, name Rept)e Sfficialsas defe 008
ers who had looted the public purse should'be punished. Todd Whitman and other sta tends that wormefl vl
- Ecumenical News International a new, argument, the suiticon i nnOYgto o
*SOUTHERN BAPTISTS VOTED OVERWHELM- niedlinformation about abo_rtloﬂa they/also hope l
INGLY TO REBUKE PRESIDENT CLINTON for proclaim- formed consent. The plaintiffs Sbgings an (Ssue ot .
ing June as Gay and Lesbian Pride Month. “We're not tablish that fetuses are human be ion. Theithree forrm
goingto allow the president, especially since he is a South- dressed in the Roe vs. Vade demi against fhelirespes
ern Baptist, to say that homosexuality is good,” said the abortion patients prewous!y filed'suiis about the abortien
Rev. Wiley Drake of Buena Park, California. The resolu- tive doctors for failing to mft_)rm_themﬂoe Vs, Wade.Ciés
tion also called'on Clinton to rescind his appointment of a procedure. The doctors ma_mtfcuned o if.the ‘hoice!
homosexual, James Hormel, as ambassador to mainly ated a ‘right'to choose! andlitdidnotima i el

Roman Catholic Luxembourg. Clinton relied on a consti- was| uninformed. A New: Jersey court agreea !
tutional'loophole te appoint Hormel while Congress was defense. - The Washington Times N OF MARY:
not in session, thus avoiding a Senate vote. Named in *THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIESIUNIO o
June, James C. Hormel, heir to the vast Hormel Foods LAND saysiitis “appalled” by.the fact that prayerbre i

fortune, has been a frequent contributor to radical homo- at a Calvert County high'school graduation, thusioverriaing

'sexual causes, including the anti-Catholic gay group, the a student who had'successfully appeale_d for:a moment 01
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, causing many Roman silence, rather thana formall prayer. During the moment
Catholics tol oppose. his nomination. “It's not the man’s a large segment ofithe audience of some4;000/begansaj:
sexual erientation, but his record of anti-Catholic bigotry,” ingithe Lord’s Prayer, and the objecting student, NickiBacker
said William Donochue, president of the Catholic League 18—known for his “independent streak’—walkedlolitinpro:
for Religious and Civil Rights. Al ambassadorships come test. When an “extremely upset” Becker triediolretimio
up for grabs at the end of Clinton’s term in 2001, however. the ceremony to collect hisidiploma he was detainediin 2
- Catholic World News/The Associated Press police squad car; school officials alse!barred: him from

*RESPONDING TO AN OUTBREAK OF SCHOOL graduation party, fearing that he might distuptiit: Praye
VIOLENCE, the U.S. Congress has voted to allow states had\been part of Northern High School graduations forse®
to display the Ten Commandments in schools and other eral years, apparently without objgetion uniil MW, notea
public buildings. Forty-five Democrats joined all but 15 The Washington Post. “This is a ehurchgoing com}nuni'

Republicans in approeving an amendment to sweeping/leg- and'no one in Annapolis or Washingten! D.C s oina.
islation aimed at stemming juvenile crime. Rep. Robert  tell us when and where we can pray.” said Czaung 89 3
Aderholt of Haleyville, Alabama, who proposed the amend- missioner President/Lindall.. Kelley (R-Owings) whty- &
ment approved in the 248-180 House vote, said the mea- in the recitationiof the LLord's Prayer. “The sché | S

+ sure “will not change the moral character of our nation trators did the legal thingland complied with ﬂ'?eilig\:vn‘n

overnight,” but “is one step that states can take to pro-
mote morality: and work toward an end of children killing
children.” Opponents, such as those from Americans
United for Separation of Church and State, denounced

ChristianChallenge.

A PUBLICATION OF
THE FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY.

1215 independence Ave. S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

Change Service Requested

‘SEPTEMBER 1999




SESSS

ChristianChallenge

THE ONLY WORLDWIDE VOICE OF TRADITIONAL ANGLICANISM—FOUNDED 1962

Volume XXXVIIl, No. 5/September, 1999 $4.50

SPONGIANITY: Its Cause And Cure

D. Marty Lasley . Page 6/ Kenneth E. North . Page 9

++++++t++4
Hands Across The Sees For Orthodox Anglicans - Page 12



Volume XXXVIIl, No.5 [Nl THIS ISSU

September, 1999

o FEATURES

RESCUING CHRISTIANITY
FROM BISHOP KEVORKIAN
A Baptist’s View Of Bishop Spong’s Latest Book
By D. Marty Lasley ......ccccccceeecmeeimumannnnsemnsancasanen ey 6

EPISCOPAL JUSTICE

AND MR. SPONG:

THERE /S A WAY 5
ByAKeNNEthIE. NOIth ..........ccoceveessseetriaanoooceueeaescmees

NEWS AND REVIEWS

FOCUS
This issue’s highlights:
- Ugandan, REC Bishops Meet
+ Holloway Opines On Kinky Sex,
Promiscuity; Raps Unity Efforts
» C Of E Heresy Trial Reports Unfounded
* “Struggle Continues” For First Women Priests
A Post-Lambeth Battle Of Wills
» Bishopess Seeks Ruling On
Continuing Parish’s Status
St. Paul’s, Brockton, Countersues
Bishop Boynton Dies
EMC Bishop’s Rite Reflects 12
Trans-Jurisdictional Unity ............ccece-ceeeaeenencas e

COLUMNS AND DEPARTMENTS

o

BACKTALK

Letters From OUr REAAErS ..........-cexueesmermmmnnenzazsasnasasaass 3
NEWS OF THE WEIRD............ccecouns-.. veeraeroiataee s et
SIGNPOSTS.............. S e e T o e ireroos .29
CHURCH DIRECTORY......... oo OO RrCr Do A o0E e S

/ER:THE CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL CHOIR, one ofitl
'spreeminent choralensembles, photographed nexttothe si g
1bishop/Thomas Becket’s martyrdom in 1170. The cho

e direction of Cathedral Organist and/ N
vidiFlood. The choir’'s role asitheresident




Backtalk

ST. PAUL’S, BROCKTON

As many people know by now, Episcopal Bishop Thomas
Shaw has chosen to persecute St. Paul’s Church in Brockton
(MA) for its members’ refusal to accept or support changes
in the doctrine and discipline of their Church. He has had the
members of St. Paul’s removed by court order from their
church building, turning them' out into the streets.

What people may not know is that none of this cruelty is
necessary. Other Episcopal bishops, such as FitzSimons
Allison, have come to the aid of the people of Brockton, dem-
onstrating that Bishop Shaw'’s interpretation of his own pow-
ers and prerogatives is not universally shared by his peers.
The Scriptures that Bishop Shaw purports to believe as much
as the people of St. Paul’s forbid him to take his fellow Chris-
tians to a civil court in this manner. And even if the people of
the Brockton church were completely wrong in their opin-
ions, Christian charity [should] restrain Bishop Shaw from
the use of force to compel others to associate with him.

As Thomas Jefferson wrote, “...to.compel a man to furnish
contributions of money for the propagation of opinions which
he disbelieves is sinful and tyrannical; ...even...forcing him
to support this or that teacher of his own religious persua-
sion, is depriving him of the comfortable liberty of giving
his contributions to the particular pastor whose morals he
would make his pattern....”

Jefferson’s words shouldalso remind us that those who are
cither uninterested in doctrine or in the affairs of the Episco-
pal Church should still take note of this conflict, sinee it af-
fects them as well. The people of St. Paul’s, Brockton, are
engaged in what amounts to a...defense of the First Amend-
ment and of the rights of every American to self-determina-
tion, in religion or in any other part of life. Bishop Shaw
represents the view of the imperial institution, which in the
old European manner of the established

UNITY AMONG
TRADITIONALISTS

Bishop Robert Crawley's account (TCC, Summer, 1999) of
the “Convocation of Anglican Bishops™ called and hosted by
St. Benedict's Abbey, Bartonville, Illinois, does a real disser-
vice to the cause of cooperation and possible unity among Con-
tinuing and Traditionalist Anglicans.

Before we can make any progress toward that cooperation and
unity, we must honestly appraise how our existing “alphabet soup’”
of disunity came about. That process of understanding is retarded,
not advanced, by Bishop Crawley’s smug assertion that the “dis-
grace’ of fissiparous Continuing Church jurisdictions “is a USA
phenomenon, unfortunately then exported ‘overseas’ .

That pose of superior righteousness conceals the part his own
Anglican Catholic Church of Canada (ACCC) played in 1991
to promote “the disgrace which has...severely weakened the
movement”. Then, with Bishop Crawley's approval, the ACCC
stretched its long arm down over the border to orchestrate the
Deerfield Beach schism in the Anglican Catholic Church (ACC).

That was one of recent years’ most significant schisms in the
Continuing Churches, so the ACCC has done more than its share
toward increasing “The variety of jurisdictions in the [U.S.]
Continuing [Church]” which the good bishop so deplores. He
[would have] better served the cause of unity had he examined
the rejections of Apostolic authority and the breaches of Catho-
lic discipline and order which are the true roots of our tragmen-
tation. Until those are addressed and rectified, they will con-
tinue to plague and weaken the Continuing Church movement.....

(The Rev: Canon) John Hollister
7546 Pegotry Drive NE
Warren, Ohio 44484

Canon Hollister is the Chancellor of the ACC and, with Bish-
ops Joel Johnson and John Hepworth, drafted the document,
“A Call to Prayer and The Pursuit of Unity” that issued from
the recent meeting of Continuing and orthodox ECUSA bish-
ops at Bartonville.

Bishop Crawley responds: Chancellor Hollister's letter 1l
lustrates the difficult task undertaken by Abbot Morales—espe-
cially as Fr. Hollister was one of the committee of three which
selected the prayers to be used daily by. the assembled bishops

for the specific object of fostering forgive-

Ch‘;rCh and the piivileged aristocraci S“CKS dy Horgarsd Shudoch ness of past sins and slights—both real
calls upon! the civil government to wor == and imaginary. A good start in this en-
its will' upon the peasantry. YouNEEP To REANZE THAT deavour%vas n);ade ﬁublicly andimovingly
But Americans are not peasants. We | |NPIVIPUALLY WERE TINE PUT, right in the meeting rooms at Bartonville.
are free citizens who do not and cannot JAG A FLOCKrFEANKL\/J For this reason I see nothing to be
become the slaves of the orzanizations | \(g'RE TPIOTS: Ja=Te gained by rooting around in that ten-year-
that we join voluntarily. Our property 2 2 ' ST old can of worms which he saw fit to re-
does not become the chattel of our over: P b 7 open, particularly as his accusations were
lords. The basic human rights that Yo answered, calmly and in great detail, in a
Bishop Shaw seeks to destroy through g A special'supplement in the September 1991
the courts in the case of St. Paul’s..are A )} issueiaf TheiR gk :
the same fundamental rights that we = A ; The reality is that the realignment and
o AT I e 7 A K_.« A ! IS . 7 e i
must alll defend’ against every institu A ‘ 4{ ‘ joumey towards unity in the Continuum
tion, and against their witting or UnWIt=" &S\ e e is already taking place and will continue

ting allies in the courts, if we are to re-
main the free citizens of a free nation.

The Rev. Richard Kim
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to do so in a wider constituency. Those
who are determined to nurse old geiey=
ances and operate from behind electnt-

Grosse Pointe, Michigan
frkim@aol.com

SHEPHERD: THB JOB INTERVIEW

fied stockades will need to raise both
their height and voltage.
e
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ists, but Catholic Christians in the Anglican ‘key’ or ‘mode’,
appealing tol Holy Scripture and to the ancient Fathers and
Doctors as Cranmer himself (or whoever wrote it) did in the
Preface to the 1549 Book (which is really only about the Di-
vine Office).

The Rev. Peter Wilkinson
25 Government Street #209
Victoria, British Columbia
V8V 2KY Canada

THE BCP SAYS IT BEST

[In response to your Summer editorial on the traditional
Prayer Book], a personal confession:

I have been a “worship leader” on the street for nearly 30
years. That means, in non-traditional settings, one makes up'a
“liturgy” of “what works” according to one’s best lights. The
most sincere and observant of us (and there aren’t many, de-
spite the number of longhairs with guitars!) have come to re-
alize over the years, that the older Books of Common Prayer
actually cover the bases and “say it best”’—unhampered by,
the moods and modes of the moment. And such did I testify to
the former Standing Liturgical Commission in Indianapolis.

However, I have been known...for adapting the given litur-
gies: (generally Evening Prayer) for use in varieties of situa-
tions. Until one day I read something to the effect that “every-
body, regardless of training, seems to fancy themselves a litur-
gical scholar,” at which point I immediately quit. It's not that I
doubt my own sincerity or skill in communicating doctrine. It
was merely and totally as a witness to those who actually are
subversive, and to those who are undecided and' think innova-
tions better than printed and authorized matter. I miss the op-
portunity for creativity, but I'd rather preserve what remains of
the Faith, and not trust my own ‘“‘undoubted’” orthodoxy.

S. Emily Evans
matthew633@mindspring.cont
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News Of

The Weird

WATCH THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST IN THE
PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME: An electronic ad lately
in circulation reads: “Awaiting the ‘Second Coming,” but can’t
be bothered to travel to Jerusalem without a firm date? The
Internet may be your salvation, so to speak. MessiahCam is
keeping an electronic eye on doings in the Holy City.”
MessiahCam? According to The Wall Street Journal, the
“Messiahcam”—put in place by the Virginia-based Daystar
International Ministry—is trained on Jerusalem’s Eastern Gate,
to capture the Messiah’s entry into the city for armchair pil-
grims who can'’t be there for the real thing.

THAT WAS THEN, THIS IS NOW: Rochester, New York
is the Episcopal diocese which recently considered an active
homosexual for bishop, and settled instead on a prelate serv-
ing under the pro-homosexual Bishop of Newark, who last
year gave creedal Christian beliefs the full boot. Ironically,
church writer Doug LeBlanc notes that in the Rochester dio-
cese in 1906, a church court found a cleric with the regrettable
name of Crapsey (first name Algernon, which
doesn’t help) guilty of denying the doctrine of the
Trinity, the virgin birth, and Jesus’ bodily resurrec-
tion. After an appellate court unanimously upheld
the lower court’s ruling, Crapsey resigned his min-
istry. He later wrote the book The Last Heretic. If
only it were so.

RELIGIOUS WEIRDNESS IS EDUCATIONAL:
Okay, here’s the deal: The separation of church and
state applies only to Christianity, not to any other
religion, and especially not to religious weirdness, which is
educational. That seems to be the view: of a New York school
district, which may appeal a federal judge’s ruling that it was
out of bounds in having young students do such things as cut
out elephant-head images of a Hindu god, make toothpick
“worry dolls,” and build an altar for an Earth Day liturgy.
Ruling that the religious rights of three Westchester County
Roman Catholic families had been violated, U.S. District Judge
Charles Brieant ordered the Bedford Central' School District
to stop the activities and clearly instruct teachers about Su-
preme Court standards for separation of church and state. The
schools’ aftorney maintained that the ruling would have a chill-
ing effect, going further than any court has in directing the
behavior of an individual school district, reported The Associ-
ated Press. The decision followed a two-week trial which
brought a fascinating parade of witnesses, including a yogi-
numerologist, a psychic-telepath and' a mineralogist who de-
nied that crystals have special powers. Even the judge, though,
failed to/find anything objectionable in the school activity that
sparkedthe plaintiffs" complaints—a strategy card game called
“Magic: The Gathering.” Some parents complained that the
cards, bearing images ranging from fairies to a woman about
to be sacrificed, were satanic.

HOW DID UNDERGRADUATES GO FROM READING
THE ILIAD 70 WATCHING DEBBIE DOES DALLAS? It
turns out that pornography is educational, too. “In a recent issue
of The New Yorker, James Atlas notes that colleges across the

[U.S.] are starting courses in so-called ‘pom studies’,” writes
Chuck Colson in a recent Breakpoint Commentary. “Classes on
pornography are offered at NYU, Northwestern, Columbia, and
several other schools. Porn stars are popular lecturers on col-
lege campuses...Larry Flynt, of all people, just gave a lecture at
Georgetown University, a [Roman] Catholic school. Tenured
professors lecture on whatAtlas calls the “pom-scholar circuit,””
The big question is, does such a course include a lab?

A DIVINE DENTAL PLAN: Some new, weird stuff report-
edly started happening earlier this year at the home of the
“Toronto Blessing,” a claimed movement of the Holy Spirit—
characterized by unusual behavior among worshippers—that
has spread from Toronto to other parts of the world. It seems
that, in March, hundreds of people at the Toronto Airport Chiris-
tian Fellowship (TACF) started claiming they had acquired
what appeared to be gold or bright silver fillings or crowns
after receiving prayer during an Intercession Conference. While
some of the supposedly-altered fillings didn’t pass the
“miracle” test with dentists, the majority of them seemed to
be beyond explanation as anything other than divinely im-
parted. In ensuing weeks, the same sort of reports began to
come in from South Africa, Australia, England, Mexico and
across North America, a TACF statement said. Seems like a
great way to avoid a trip to the dentist.

THE DOME THAT HASN’T GOT A PRAYER? England's
Millennium Dome—which looks to us like a giant white bra
cup with spokes sticking out of it—continues to be
beset by controvery over itsi Christian content—or
lack thereof. And' the whole thing could become a
huge public relations embarrassment, with the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury threatening to boycott the
Dome's opening ceremony if he is prevented from
leading the nation in a Christian prayer; that would
leave the Queen—supreme governor of the Church
of England—in an awkward position. This summer,
it looked'as if Archbishop Carey’s wishes might pre-
vail. For one thing, a poll on behalf of the C of E showed 68
percent support for a specifically Christian component in the
celebrations. But the Dome’s organizers seem to have had in-
ordinate difficulty grasping one simple idea. “The Millennium
is about Christ,” Conservative Party Leader William Hague
recently said, according to The Church of England Newspa-
per. “It is the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of Christ. That
is what we are celebrating.” Dome organizers, of course, are
believed to want to keep the New Year's Eve celebrations free
of prayers and speeches, which would interrupt the party at-
mosphere of the event, which is likely to include a spectacular
show involving music, dancing and lights. The Commons cul-
ture committee even suggested that churchileaders stay away
from the Dome, saying the celebrations should represent the
diversity of religious belief across the population. Bewildered,
Hague acknowledged that, for some, the celebration would be
a “broader thing,” but “at the heart of it is Christianity. Here
we are, a predominantly Christian country; we shouldn’t be
ashamed of celebrating the Millennium with prayer... Fhere
should be some recognition of...the values that we want to
uphold in the next millennium.” One would' think.
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| A Baptist’s View Of ;
Why Christianity Must Change or Die:
A Bishop Speaks to Believers in Exile

By John Shelby Spong,
HarperSanFrancisco, $24

Reviewed by D. Marty Lasley

Newarik's 20-year run-amok Bishop, who favored
us allwith his 12 New Age ‘theses’ and insulting
remarks abeut Africans at last year's Lambeth
Conference, is memorably lampooned.on the eve
of his retirement by one of those “fundamentalist”
Christians he loves to hate.

IHAVE JUST FINISHED READING WITH SAD REGRET

 Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong’s latest book, Why Chris-
tianity Must Change or Die, A better title might have been
Fundamentalists Are From Earth, Liberals Are From Ve-
nus, because Spong, a self-proclaimed liberal, has absolutely
nothing in common with more than one billion of my fellow
Christian brothers and sisters, all accused by Spong of being
unthinking, uninformed, Bible-thumping fundamentalists.

We “unthinking" fundamentalists have held for 2.000' years
that reality is a duality of the material and spiritual. The mate-
rial universe is made up of minerals, chemicals, atoms, elec-
trons, quarks and energy. The spiritual realm consists of a per-
sonall God, miracles. prophecy, visions, dreams, healing, prayer
and soul. Historic, Christian reality consists of us goldfish, in
water, with clear boundaries between the water and the tran-
scendent spiritual realm beyond the glass. There is some Other
out there that feeds us every day and changes the water.

For Spong, only the material realm exists. There is nothing be-
yond the goldfish bowl. “Spirituality” is 4 construct of the mind.
We goldfishimay think of a fuzzy, redheaded troll on the dark side
of the moon and call that mental image “god” if the thought of that
tuzzy troll gives joy. comfort and meaning 10 life. The warm no-
tion of the troll may also be called the “Ground of All Being.”
Spong calls this mental construct “transcendence.’” but adm; 1s that
all religious sentiment is limited to the confines of the fishbowl.

Spong’s contention in Why Christianity Must Change or
Die is that the material/spiritual duality of the Christian faith

needs 1o be scrapped and replaced with the materialism of Pay]

Tillich's Ground of All Being, and the Buddhist mantra “god s

Before responding to Spong’s suggestion, allow }T?e tot l]rrlii
troduce myself. [ am a Tennessean, a S(')uthern Baptx.st,hatl rh‘i-
lawyer and church historian by education, a self-taug p(he
losopher and theologian, a faithiul husbaind of 15 yeagsiwc)l
proud father of two young boys, a longtime Sunday S¢ s
teacher, and' an active layman in my 3,000-member church:

[’ve never been Episcopalian, I've never met Spong—

couldn’t pick him out of a lineup—and have oqu kno“;]noi:’(;
Episcopal priests. One is an excellent lo'cal judge 2\/(4) gt
greatly admire. [ took the other deer .huntmg ab_Ol:t ; g’f o
ago and he drank a little too much whiskey and fel_ ‘OU [
deer stand, but that could have happened to any Eplscopa SS};

My comments are not connected in any way'WItlll Lhe gneong
power struggle within the Episcopal polgncal hierarc )l/‘bi};hop
has ventured beyond the boundaries of an Eplscopqders o
with his proposal to the Church at large, so we outsl 8
entitled to fair comment.

The Bishop Who Killed Newark

/
My first question of Spong is rather delicate, but‘ negessljsgrgl;
What makes Bishop Spong worthy of a hearing on rl)he 1S
the survivability and growth of the Christmn faith? i
The Episcopal Church (ECUSA), with due respec‘t,b ot
fered declining membership since 1965. Spong has_de?1 i s
Episcopal Bishop of Newark since 19709. H; has pr‘eSlEi?USA
one of the most rapid witherings of any diocese In . risﬁ
The most charitable assessment shows that Newark’s pzent
membership rolls have evaporated by more than 42 per : -
Less charitable accountants put the rate at over 50 perc:er;1 .rd
We Baptists usually aren’t interested in hearing a shephe

t Spong has ventured beyond the
es of an Episcopal
' at

e never been Episcopalian, l've never met
ong—couldn’t pick him outof a lineup—

'bishop withihis
tlarge, sowe
) ent.
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wax eloquent about saving flocks when he’s
lost over half of his own. Why would Bishop
Spong, after creating a valley of dry bones,
offer the larger Christian community advice
on saving Christianity?

A Japanese CEO with Spong’s results would
commit hara-kiri, an American CEO! would
be canned by the stockholders, and a Baptist
minister would be tarred, feathered and run
out of town. So why is Speng still in office?
It must be an Episcopal thing.

In his book, Speng scrupulously (and
wisely) avoids pointing to the corpse of Chris-
tianity in'his own backyard. Why is that? Spong
killed Newark, that’s why. He must know he’s the
prime suspect in the murder case, because in one
cryptic but demonstrably false passage Spong states,
“Church attendance at these regular Sunday morning ser-
vices is declining in every tradition around the Christian
world today. Explanations of this decline tend' to serve the
vested interest of the one explaining.”

My explanation for Newark’s decline is that Spong killed it.
My vested interest is helping hurting people find joy in'a per-
sonal relationship with the God of the universe. What's Spong’s
explanation for Newark’s murder? What's his vested interest?
His reputation and credibility.

Spong the executioner put Newark to sleep. Now, he stands
with his needle ready to inoculate all of Christianity. If Dr.
Kevorkian offered to stick a hypodermic needle in your arm,
would you let him? Then why Bishop Spong?

Spongianity Is Lethal

If you’re still not convinced Spong is an angel of death,
now would be a good time for an autopsy. The post-mortem
reveals that a cancer had metastasized to all parts of the New-
ark Diocese.

What caused this cancer? Spongianity.

Over Spong's 24 years, he has systematically experimented
with a soul transplant—scooping out the blood, guts, bones,
and marrow. of historic Christianity and replacing its contents
with, well, I'm not sure, and neither is Spong. It’s a hodge-
podge of Paul Tillich’s Ground of All Being god with a sprin-
kling of Spongisms: “be all you can be,” “intense personhood,”
“daring to live fully,” and “God is the inescapable depth and
center of all that is.”

Whatever it is, Spong’s experimental filler is carcinogenic.

How is Spongianity spread?

Spong’s carcinogens have spread primarily through his Wit
ings. (Methinks the Bishop rethinks too much). He also ad-
mits to lecturing widely throughout his diocese, so personal
contact can't be ruled out.

What organs of the Christian faith does Spongianity attack?

First, the Bible. One of Spong’s big whipping boys, scare-
crows or floppy red herrings is that we fundamentalists erro-
neously readithe Bible literally. Yes we usually do, but it's not
because we are simpleminded, ignorant of modern science or
don’t understand the latest critical interpretive methodologies.
The reason is philosophical. All hermeneutics, exegesis and
interpretation of biblical texts have built-in presuppositions.
We have ours and Spong has his.

Fundamentalists believe there is a spiritual realm and that
miraculous events—such as parting the Red Sea or the bodily

This is your brain. This is your
brain on Spong. Any questions?

resur-
rection
of Christ—
could have hap-
pened. The critical
question is whether they
did happen. For Spong, none of that miraculous, spiritual stuff
could have happened, based on his prior commitment to a
material universe. So the question for Spong is to discover
how else the text could be interpreted to make any sense at all:
Obviously for Spong, Jesus could not have ever restored sight
to the blind because Spong, in his armchair, has already deter-
mined that miracles are impossible. Which view appears the
most closed-minded to you?

Once you throw out the possibility of the supernatural, it's
all downhill.

These are Spong’s spiritual carcinogenic pronouncements
(paraphrased):

« There is no God who created the universe, who communi-
cates with humans, or who miraculously intervenes in human
hiStory:;

» There is no heaven or hell (although he has some extremely
vague notion of an afterlite);

o Jesus was not God' incarnate;

« Jesus was not born of a virgin;

« Jesus was not physically raised from the dead;

» Jesus did not ascend/to heaven;

« There is no such thing as salvation;

« There is no sin, and particularly few sexual sins (the
Spongian doxology could come from Cole Porter’s Broadway
musical, Anything Goes);

o The New Testament is hopelessly unreliable;

o The Apostle Paul was possibly a repressed, self-loathing
homosexual;

« And as free bonus, the death of Jesus on the cross served
no redemptive purpose.

1 respectfully reject Spong’s premise that Christianity muse

* change or die, and counter with this empirically-based con-

clusion: Spongianity kills. This is your brain. This is your brain
on Spong. Any questions?

A Toxicity Analysis
What is it about Spong and/or his message that is so fatally
toxic? May I offer three possibilities for yout consideration’
First, Spongianity is $0 toxic because it’s not the real thing.
It's saccharine, not even worthy of the name Christianity.
I really wanted to openthis article with a snappy icebreaker
like “Spong guarantees & heresy on every page!” But the sad
s o
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reality is that Spong isn't even a heretic. A heretic is one [

who deviates in a subtle but substantial way from orthodoxy.
Chnistianity has to have some clear definition and meaning,
Or it has no meaning at all and we end up in Lewis Carroll’s
Wonderland.

Bertrand Russell—the famous atheist, mathematician and
philosopher—once wrote a well-known book titled Why I Am
Not A Christian. His first order of business was to define what
he meant by the term “Christian.” He defined a Christian by §

three beliefs: 1) a belief in the God of theism: 2) a belief in WS
immortality: and 3) an elevated view of Jesus Christ.

Spongianity does not meet Russell’s definition.

Since the crucifixion of Christ, an estimated 47 million '. ‘

Christians have been burned at the stake or otherwise martyred
for the faith. Nobody bumed! to a crisp or watched their chil-
dren Slaughtered for the vague, illusive notion of the Ground
of All Being. For Spong to call himself a Christian insults the
taith of the martyrs and saints,

Spong must understand the frustration of belon ging toia group
in whom your whole existence is entwined, only to have dia-
metrically opposed usurpers trying to take over the group/name.

In February 1998, Spong and Bishop Joe Morris Doss of the
Diocese of New Jersey filed a lawsuit against a disenchanted
conservative group of Episcopalians who organized themselves
under ECUSA's oft-used but never-incorporated name,
PECUSA—the Protestant Episcopal Church USA. Spong al-
leged that this group infringed on the ECUSA trademark;, and
engaged in unfair competition, false representation and false
designation. Perhaps some Christian groups could'join together,
hire a lawyer and sue Spong for false representation of the
Christian name.

Spongianity is also toxic because of Spong’s attitude—he
has driven away Newark’s parishioners with his unwillingness
to engage those of differing opinion.

Bishop Spong makes it perfectly clear that he is not inter-
ested in a give-and-take discussion or dialogue over his Opin-
10ns. Elsewhere he writes, “Theological discussion. in the present
climate, is all but impossible because it destabilizes those who
cling so desperately to their version of religious truth.”

The written record shows that Spong is a clinger and is eas-
ily destabilized. Spong harpoons disagreement with him with
the tags “unthinking,” “judgmental,” “blind,” “ignorant,” and
“fearful of inquiry.” Spong comes across as about as tolerant
as the old Trotskyites.

Read his many articles and books for yourself, but my con-
clusion is that Spong is a whining hemophiliac. Lay a glove
on his views and he howls and bleeds ail over the page.

I'don’t know what Spong is like in person, but in print he
reeks with arrogance, condescension and hubris. I've never
seen a Why Buddhism Must Change or Die, Why Islam Must
Change or Die, or a Why Deadheads Must Change or Re-
main Dead. Humility is not one of Spong’s gifts of the Spirif,

It’s partly his style. Spong is a theological shock jock, Read-
\ing Spong is like confronting Dennis Rodman on the Jerry
Springer Show—you never know what outrageous utterance

Why are fundamentalists dehumanized by Spong? He deni-
grates our intelligence, education and knowledge simply on
aceount of our di hy can't Spong just admit that
my puny brain e data and simply comes 1o a

Spong can afford to
be insulting, because
he only preaches tothe
sparsely populated
choir in the Diocese of
Newark. Here’s my fa-
vorite riff: “We also
cannot resign from our
modern world or close
our minds to its in-
& sights...We cannot park
™ our brains at the door
. of our places of wor-
ship...We are not able
to endure the mental

ority of believers: who find it

lobotomy...We are the silent maj nd still

increasingly difficult to remain members of the Church a
be thinking people.” :

Amen, gr%th?r Spong! Let those ignoramuses have Hémal-

Apparently, Spong has never met ajhmkn}g ﬁ'mdan;litical
ist. His writing career would be over if he did, like p« e
careers| that waned with the decline of the Soviet emplIe. -
travels and thinks in limited circles. and utterly falls to errjg?vgis
the best minds of orthodoxy, such as C.S. Lewis. Was LLe
unthinking? Lobotomized? _ .

Spong withholds the names and writings of livi 2t
politicians, lawyers, college professors, New 'Testamen e
ars, Old Testament scholars, economists, phl_1950Phef5’l poists,
novelists, playwrights, composers, mathematicians, bio Ot%vel);
geologists, physicists and astronomers »\{h(_) are s.ohdly, ac
and!vocally committed to orthodox Christian faith.

An Antidote For Spongianity

If Spongianity kills, then what is the antidote? Three tl'lmgisr;

* Authentic experiences of God. So many. 'people Slttmégoc_
pews are hearsay Christians—they’re committed to dry o
trine handed down from the ages, but have never met thei:__ g
of the Ages. That encounter is an electrifying, life-transto
INg experience.

gWh; you’ve been to the mountain and seen the hand Of
God, heard the voice of God and felt the power of God courlsn
ing through your soul, no religiobabble can dissuade you.h t
Why Christianity Must Change or Die, Spong tells us t ?e
his first book was prompted by his inability to communica
with God. j il

* Exercise our flabby minds. Read St. Augustine, Calvii,
Luther and Barth. Read all of C.S. Lewis. Read Francis Schazfll;er-
Read the new cutting-edge evangelical scholars (such as D 25
Willard; Richard Foster, David F. Wells, Wayne Grudem, DA
Carson, John Polkinghore or J.P, Moreland). Read SCIence,
philosophy, poetry and novels. Study art and music. Jesus com=
manded us (o [ove God with all of our minds, too. 1

* Encourage eachiother in daily life and'in [he‘SplrltUﬂer'llS‘
ciplines of prayen, meditation, study, group Worsh{p and prausde.
Christianity is not a lone wolf faith. It is a community. c‘)fr agge .
struggling humans, with only one thing in common: “For Go
50 loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” :
egoing was originally circulated electronically by An-

ce and (s used by permission. Mr. Lasley can be

ng scientists,
hol-



EPISCOPAL JUSTICE
~ AND MR. SPONG:
- THERE IS A WAY

By Kenneth E. North

“So why is Spong still in office?
It must be an Episcopal thing.”

SOWRITES D. Marty Lasley in his review of Bishop Spong’s
latest book.

Yet John Shelby Spong’s appearance on ABC television’s
Politically Incorrect during the early hours of July 20 has re-
newed the hue and cry urging the Episcopal House of Bishops
to act with dispatch in bringing ecclesiastical charges against
Mr. Spong for heresy, apostasy, and a variety of other trans-
gressions. Clad in the uniform of an Episcopal bishop and le-
gitimized as a direct heir of Christ’s apostles by the belea-
guered Episcopal Church (ECUSA), Spong was just being him-
self on the show, although at times he did seem to become a
little testy; apparently the “fundamental” Christian on the same
program was not permitting Spong sufficient time to repeat
his' oft-touted platitudes.

Some might view justice now obtained
as too late in coming: the damage is
done, and Spong retires in January-

The catchiis that, after retirement,
Spong still retains his standing as an
Episcopal bishop, with seat, veice
and vote in the House of Bishops.

S e———

Yet appeals to the House of Bishops or individual Episcopal
prelates for relief at last from this occupant of the See of New-
ark are misdirected. In fact, if you' thought the Episcopal “jus-
tice” system was ineffectual in dealing with Bishop James Pike
in the 1960s, or Bishop Walter Righter in 1996, then hold on to
your seat: Recent amendments to ECUSA canons make heresy
charges against a bishop all but impossible, requiring a several-
year process.

The amendments do provide, however, for a shortcut in this
process, via the national church’s highest office. That's right: the
locus of power for expeditiously addressing the embarrassment
M. Spong is inflicting on ECUSA and Christendom at large rests
with none other than Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold:

Of course, that requires the will to act, and the conviction
that such action i required: to) guard and protect the Faith, as
well as the doctrine of the Episcopal Church. No such willi or
conviction is presently in evidence. But the fact remains that
the road for the presiding bishop is short and straight; the road
for lesser bishops is long and' convoluted. :

A pivotal part of the shortened process is a Review Com-

mittee, a formerly all-episcopal panel that now consists of five
bishops appointed by the presiding bishop, as well as two priests
and two confirmed adult lay communicants appointed by the
president of the House of Deputies. “It shall be the duty of the
Review Committee” to certify to the presiding bishop when a
bishop has abandoned the communion of ECUSA “by an open
renunciation of [its] doctrine.” Once Presiding Bishop Griswold
receives this certificate he, with the consent of the three se-
nior bishops having jurisdiction, “SHALL then inhibit the said
bishop until such time as the House of Bishops shall investi-
gate the matter and act thereon” (emphasis mine).

So, for swift action, Bishop Griswold need merely request
his Review Committee to ascertain whether Mr. Spong has re-
nounced the doctrine of ECUSA; in fact, the Review Commit-
tee may act on its own to do this. Such does not appear to be a
difficult inquiry, given Spong’s habit of publishing his views—
most notably last year’s *12 Theses” repudiating foundational
Christian beliefs.

Once the review committee’s “fact-finding” process leads to.a
certification of abandonment, Bishop Griswold merely follows
the canonical mandate, with the required consents, to inhibit Mr.
Spong until further action by the House of Bishops (HOB).

The canonical process to inhibition could be completed in
weeks, with the possibility of deposition within: months, with-
out a trial.

It appears certain that, once inhibited, Spong would not resign
the ministry or retract his published declarations, nor could he
deny making them. Thus, under the prescribed proeess, the

The Twelve Theses Of
John Shelby Spong

1. Theism, as a way of defining God, is dead. So most theologieal
God-talk is today meaningless. A new way to speak of God must be
found.

2. Since God can no longer be conceived in theistic terms, it becomes
nonsensical to seek to understand Jesus as the incaration of the theistic
deity. So the Christology of the ages is bankrupt.

3. The biblical story of the perfect and finished creation from which
human beings fell into sin is pre-Darwinian mythology and post-
Darwinian nonsense. :

4. The virgin birth, understood as literal biology, makes Christ's di-
vinity, as traditionally understood, impossible.

5. The miracle stories of the New Testament can no longer be inter-
preted in a post-Newtonian world as supernatural events performed by
an incarnate deity.

6. The view of the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of the world s
a barbarian idea based on primitive concepts of God and must be dis-
missed,

7. Resurrection is an action of God. Jesus was raised into the mean-
ing of God. It therefore cannot be a physicall resuscitation oeeuITing
inside human/history. ‘

8. The story of the Ascension assumed a three-ticred universe and is
therefore not capable of being translated into the eoncepts of a post-

‘Copernican space age.

9. There is no external, objective, revealed standard writ in Sripture
o0 on tablots of stone that willl govern our ethical behavior for alk ume.
10. Prayer cannot be a request made toa theistic deity to act m hu~
man history in & particulap way. ;
11l The hope for life after death must be separated
behavior control mentality of reward:
abandon, therefore; its nee ¢
12, All'human be
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Spirit Of Fellowship Seen

Between Ugandan; REC Bishops
By Dss. Annette Johnson

Further signs that orthodox Anglicans from various e

138 < - o closer together were seeh

dictions around the world are mo¥ ng 5 Lo (0
in recent events sponsored in Shreveport, Lom.sxani‘,t >ll'can
Reformed Episcopal Church (REC), an Bvangelical Angli

founded' 125' years ago. s

bO?: late July, six bishops from the Ch}lrch of Uganda within
the “official” Anglican Communion visited Cranmer Theologi-
cal House (CTH). an REC seminary, and attendeq the conse-
cration of Cranmer House Dean Ray Sutton, offering a prayer
of support and blessing for him and| receiving Holy Com-
munion during the service. They also took part in an mterna-
tional bishops' forum, and attended the seminary’s gradua-
tion ceremony.

The consecration rite, which employed the 1928 Book of
Common Prayer’s Ordinal and Holy Communion service, took
place July 29 in nearby St. Paul's Episcopal Church; Shreve-
port, with the permission of Western Louisiana Episcopal
Bishop Robert J. Hargrove.

At the start of the service, greetings were offered by the Rt.
Rev. Samuel Ssekkadde, Bishop of Namirembe, Uganda, and
also by Bishop Walter Grundorf, leader of the Anglican Prov-
ince of America (APA), a Continuing Church body which re-
cently formalized communion with the REC.

Su-Flon was Fonsecrated by REC Presiding Bishop Leonard
W. Riches, assisted by other REC bishops, as well' as Grundorf
and the Rt. Rev. Kenneth Powell, Bishop Primus of the Free
Church of England (FCE), with which the REC has had a long-
time communion relationship.

' Immediately following the consecration prayer, Bi e
son Mutebi of Mityana, Uganda, stepped fgrviaerré lelsltrlrzrinr\lee}d
by the other Ugandan bishops. Laying his Hanis on lhe ne
bishop, Mutebi offered 4 prayer of affirmation for Sutton’s epis-
copacy and blessing upon his ministry and family. P

The Ugandan bishops also assisted in the Holy Communion
service which followed. Other clergy present for th ;
o 5 & service

included the Rey. Guido Verbeck, rector, and the Rev. David
MacDonald, assistant rector, of St, Pauls’ Episcopal Church,

who were part of the chancel party: the R 2
Johnson, rector of St. Franci»spon }tlh ev. Canon Dr. Harold

El Paso, who servedias litanist: and ;?gi&pgf‘;i:i rC}:urch in
Brooks, 4 professonemeritus at Cambridge Universi; e:;dman
fessor of Reformation'History and Director of Docty arlx Pro-
ies at Cranmer House, who preached the sermon oral Stud-
In addition to Bishops Ssekkadde and Mutebi. the 5
delegation was composediof four other diOCcs’ans' Bg_a;\dan
Evans Kisekka of the Luwero Diocese; Wioine i lis lope
Central Buganda; Mlcha;e;l Senyimba of Wi :ﬂl:j )}a of
Kahigwa of North Kigezi. = : » and John
While the REC had invitedithe Ugandan i e

consecrating Sutton, the Ugandans restricted! their parjné?p;n

12

tion in the consecration rite after receiving a letter from Epis-
copal Church (ECUSA) headquarters in New York. A Ccopy of
the letter was not released, but it was said to question the Ugan-
dans’ level of participation in the Shreveport rite, possibly based
on a 1998 Lambeth Conference agreement that bishops re-
frain from exercising their ministry in another bishop’s teri-
tory without that bishop’s consent (though Bishop Hargrove
had consented). A subsequent meeting with Dallas Episcopal
Bishop James Stanton, who came to Shreveport to talk with
the Ugandans, caused the African bishops to act with restraint.

Asked how ECUSA knew the Ugandan bishops would be in
Shreveport, REC’s Bishop of Mid-America, Royal Grote, said,
“We didn’t hide the fact. Nothing was done in the dark.” He
said invitations to the various Shreveport events that wentout
to the Ugandan prelates (as well as to some conservative
ECUSA bishops) “specifically invited them to take part in
Sutton’s consecration.” Bishop Hargrove was made aware of
what was planned, Grote indicated. He allowed the REC to
hold!the consecration in an ECUSA church, and even sent his
greetings. “This was not a backdoor thing. We didn’t play
games,” Grote said.

“Since ECUSA had protested, and the REC is not in com-
munion with the Anglican Communion (and therefore, ECUSA.)’
I\ think [the Ugandans’] concern was that they not act precipl-
tously,” and'possibly get ahead of the Ugandan Church, he said.
“Our concern was not to place them in a position where it wou
be awkward for them and an embarrassment. They really &%
our brethren. Every one of them is a fantastic fellow. Qur hope
is that olr relationship with them will grow and develop O¥ert
time. We share the same Gospel and doctrine, the same fidelity
to the Articles and Holy Seripture.” ©

This reflects the general ecumenical approach of the REG:
Grote indicated. “What we’re interested in is having fellow"

shipiwith those Anglicans, wherever they may be, who h.Old %
the orthodox faith and have a high view of Holy Scripiit®
We're not interested in being stand-offish.”

. The Rev. Samuel Edwards, executive director
i Faith, North America, said the Ugandan and R
acied inaccord with the Lambethi resolution urgin
reconeile “all who own the Anglican tradition.”

Education Key To Future
, 5
'09 July 80 the University Center Theaten on the C?mp(l:fs an
L uiSidna State University at Shreveport was the it "
international Bishops’ Forum, moderated by Dr. Brooks, W

of Forward
EC bishops
g efforts @
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NEW REC BISHOP RAY SUTTTON (front
center) after his consecration, with hié
consecrators, and supportive colleagues
from Uganda. They are (bottom, /-r): Bish-
ops Walter Grundorf of the APA; Sanco
Rembert of REC; Leonard Riches, REC's
prgsmmg bishop; (to the right of Sutton)
Wilson: Mutebi, (Diocese of Mityana);
James West of REC; GeorgeSinabulya
(Central Buganda); Samuel Ssekkadde
(N?mlrembe); (top, I-r) Kenneth Powell,
primus of the Free:Church of England;
Robert Booth and Royal Grote, both of
R_EC; Evans Kisekka (Luwero); George
Fincke of REC; Michael Senyimba

(Mukono); and John Kahigwa (North
Kigezi).

.
L & e

focused on the topic of “The Mis-

sion of the Church in Our Times.”

Five of the Ugandan bishops participated ini the forum, along

with bishops from the REC, FCE and APA. A number of

ECUSA bishops were invited to take part in the forum but did

not attend. However, the audience was made up of both clergy

and laity from ECUSA, various Continuing Church bodies,

the REC, and other interested groups, several of whom par-
ticipated in the discussions.

During the course of the forum, Bishop Senyimba stated
that, despite the overwhelming adversities facing the Ugan-
dan Church—e.g. privation, persecution, and an AIDS epi-
demic—over 50 percent of Ugandans are Anglican.

All on the panel seemed! tojagree that a major focus of the
Church in the years to come should be education. Orthodox
Christian instruction should be a priority from the seminary/
university level down to the elementary level, and in the home.
The forum ended withia song of praise to God by the Ugandan
bishops in their native language.

The Cranmer Catalyst

Among the catalysts for growing, trans-jurisdictional rela-
tionships between orthodox Anglicans, 1t SEEmS, is, Cranmer
House itself. In five short years, it has become the most popu=
lous (and virtually the only) full-fledged seminary within any
of America’s “‘separated?’ orthodox Anglican jurisdictions, and
the only one that guarantees employment during seminary in-
struction, All members of its resident faculty, moreover, must
take an “oath of fidelity” promising fo keep their teaching
within the confines of orthodox Anglicanism. The 30-student
seminary now has a relationship with LSU, and will be con-
sidered for accreditation this fall by the Association of Theo-
logical Schoeols, Bishop Grote told TCC.

It was CTH, primarily, that the Ugandans came (0 SEE for
themselves, with an eye toward sending some of their own
postulants there. The Ugandans first became interested in CTH
after they chanced to meet Dean (now. Bishop) Sutton at last
summer’s Lambeth Conference. Sutton had traveled to
Lambeth while in England participating in'a doctoral studies
program. Ultimately, the Ugandan bishops were invited'by Fhe
seminary’s board to come to Shreveport on & “fact-finding
mission’’ to gain firsthand! insight into the seminany program
andl the REC, and to take their findings back to fellow bish-
ops. Already, two U gandan students, one a doetoral candidate,
were slated! to begin studies at Cranmen House in September.

The!@TH-Uganda connection actually began inearnest last

spring, however. In a Surprising ordination, two Cranmer

seminarians were ordained as deacons by Rio Grande Epis-
copal Bishop Terence Kelshaw, acting on behalf of Bishop
Ssekkadde. Although the two American deacons are canoni-
cally resident in the Diocese of Namirembe, they are serving
at St. Francis on the Hill Episcopal Church in El Paso, Texas.
under Kelshaw’s supervision. Shortly after the Shreveport
gathering, Ssekkadde ordained the two men o the priesthood
in El Paso.

Kelshaw, an Evangelical, is a strong supporter of Cranmer
House, as is the traditionalist Bishop of San Joaquin (CA),
John-David Schofield, who gave the commencement address
at CTH graduation ceremonies July 31. Seven seminarians
received their diplomas, and Schofield was awarded an hon-
orary doctorate. Schofield told Robert Harwell, editor of
ALIVE!, the Diocese of Western Louisiana’s newspaper, that
Cranmer is one of only three seminaries to which he would
send! students.

The seminary is open to accepting students from any juris-
diction seeking an orthodox Anglican education for its postu-
lants/candidates.

Deaconess Johnson's report on the REC's 125th anniver-
sary General Council will appear in thelnext issue.

Holloway Opines On Kinky Sex,
Promiscuity; Raps Primates’
«Centralizing Agenda™
Report/Analysis

As most liberal U.S. Episcopal bishops try to keep a low
profile amid the current scrutiny of their church by some over=
seas prelates, Scottish Primus Richard Holloway seems to have
taken up the slack by ratcheting up his revisionist utterances.

Recently, he’s has been lobbing new. verbal grenades in the
Anglican sex wars at home, while also combatting advancing
international forces striving to uphold scriptural authority in
the Anglican Communion.

And in all these endeavors, one thing is clear: he’s not
shy. His latest topics are sodomy, sadomasochism, and pro-
miscuity.

In a new. book contending that religion should not feature in
debates on ethics. Bishop Holloway urges a more tolerant atti-
tude towards sexual promiscuity, asserting that extramarital
sex may not be immoral.

In Godless Morality: Keeping Religion out of Ethies. he
says that many young people have sex whenever they feel like
it. “the way they have a cup of cof-
fee or a hamburger,” but they are
not necessarily lacking in sexual
ethics. He says that unless we be-
lieve that sexual intercourse is al-
ways wrong, except in carefully
prescribed circumstances, We can-
not simply dismiss it as immoral
behavior.

“Bringing God intos the morai
debate is problematic, no matter
how we respond,” he apines. “If
we think of God as the dictator af
our moral SyStems, We run into dit-
ficulties.”

Bishop Holloway In another recent broadside,
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between priests ought to be accepted, and that sadqnmsoch-

iStic sex in' general should be tolerated so long as it is con-

sensual.

He said the church had no right to interfere in the sexual
behavior of adults, provided they consent.

In a wide-ranging interview in The Scotsman, the bishop
said that: “What you do with your sexual organs is not, I'think,
the moral question: it's the nature of the relationship and
whether it is violent or abusive.

“Sodomy, as such, need not be either; it may be an unsafe
physical practice, but there is no doubt that sexuality expresses
itself in all sorts of extraordinary ways, including oral sex,
fellatio and cunnilingus, and one might just as easily consider
those to'be unnatural.™

Repeating a frequent claim by the gay lobby, he added: “So
far as we know, the sin of Sodom was lack of hospitality and
not anal intercourse. For a priest to be in an established rela-
tionship with another male seems to me not to contradict the
possibility of a valid and fruitful priesthood.

“T know many examples where this is the case. What goes
on in the bedroom is a matter of private choice, provided it’s
non-abusive and provided people are otherwise trying to fol-
low the Christian ethic.” He said this should be the case “even
if we are personally repelled, as indeed T am, by certain as-
pects of sadomasochism, for example.”

Holloway said there are no “moral absolutes” when it comes
to'sex. except that it must be consensual. This was why pedo-
philia and rape were always wrong,

These were only the latest in a series of forays to the fringe
for the 65-year-old prelate, who is married with three adult
children. He once described opponents of women priests as
“miserable buggers,” only apologizing long after the fact, and
uses his new book to call for the legalization of cannabis.

Holloway “has gone too far.” said Anthony Kilmister, chair-
man of the English Prayer Book Society. “He would be better
off in some secular occupation than taking a salary.. from a
church he is doing his best to sink.”

A Church of England spokesman said simply: “The Church
teaches that sex is a gift from God to be enjoyed withina stable
married relationship.”

That, certainly, was the view resoundingly reiterated last
year by most of the world’s Anglican bishops.

Carey’s “Gay Day”
“Listens” To All Voices

In the face of growing international Pressure over the mat-
ter, some liberals have been careful to remind of Jate that the
1998 LLambeth Conference’s sexuality resolution, which deeps

mosexual behavior anti-scriptural, also calls for bi Siovs (o

.isten to the experience of homosexuals,”

So it was that the Archbishop of Canterbury announced he |

wuld host a “summit” with leading British 4y rights can,-
ners this past summer. It may not have been exactly wha
gay lobby had in mind, however. '
eportedly, the private consultation at Lambeth Palace i
ded by 30 guests reflecting a wide variety of VIEWS within
vhurch. They included not only a significant delegation om
smoscxual side, but also a representative of an o
whichi helps people get out of the homosexual li
present were Evangelical leaders and theologians, a
dying the issue for the church’s House of Bishops. Some

Archbis‘o.p Carey,

Resisting Unity Efforts

Holloway also stands opposed to new efforts growing out.of

a Lambeth Conference agreement giving Anglican prxrg_z;t_c:.s
an enhanced role in fostering unity and' mutual accountability
among traditionally autonomous Anglican provinces.

o (1 2 S g2
Earlier this year, the primus knocked the “centralizing

agenda of a conservative primate in the f‘oq‘efrqnl of the un}:ly
efforts, arguing that the Anglican Communion 1s .held toi;let ef
“not by juridical systems, but by bonds of affection...and sev
eral loose structures.”

In a letter, Holloway indicated he was respondmg to alper-
sonal letter from Archbishop Maurice Sinclair of the Sou_t 1ertrj
Cone, in which the latter expressed “‘concern over certain u
terances of mine” since Lambeth. %

Holloway wrote Sinclair that the issue of :ga‘me—;ex tfelg'
tionships is a matter of discipline and “not a first Olr er it
logical matter,” and thus that provinces vary widely in

oach to the matter. '

apIIilre reminded Sinclair that “Lambeth resoluuonsﬁ have T(‘)??
legally binding authority on individual provinces. It 1s trui,ere
course, that they have strong moral authority, bUt'ew‘:n'dua]
there has always been a range of responses to ipdl‘{l eé
resolutions...In fact, there has always been marked d]ffel'enl(':ne
among the provinces, particularly in the areas of discipli
and'order.”

Holloway said the “major subtext” of Sinclair’s letter Clti)tn-
cerned “the authority of the Bible. This, not human sexua ”y,
was the real theological issue at Lambeth, but we never rea ).'
tacklediit,” (though Lambeth did reaffirm the authority of sCT1p
ture in at least two resolutions). L e

The bishop said that, while he believes the Bible contaiil
the word of God, I do not believe every word in the Bible 1S
the word of God. That is why I must engage in the arduouls
task of interpretation, using my rationality and the best sch(;1 =
arship available. It is because we have given ourselves the
freedom to interpret scripture in this way that we have man-
aged to abolish slavery, liberate women and offer new: hope to
the divorced,” he wrote.

Acknowledging that he and Sinclair “disagree pfofoundly
over the status of the Bible,” Holloway said the “important
difference between us is that...I would not dream of trying to

conservatives attending the meeting said it was
made clear that no change in church policy
on homosexuality is anticipated.

The consultation onl issues relating to th’e
“place of gays and lesbians” in the church S
life, was termed “useful and constructive
in an official statement. But, while Carey: 1S
said to be committed'to the dialogue pledged
by Lambeth, homosexual leaders were e
ported to be disappointed that the meeting
was merely a consultation. Several liberal

ish.

bishops also felt that evil forces had been at
work in the gathering. :

But they will have another big chance this moqlh. Englaqd S
Lesbian and' Gay Christian Movement is to contri bute gubslzm-
tially toa hearing at the Anglican Consultative Council meet-
ing in Scotland, home ofithe strongly pro-gay Bishop Blchard
Holloway, who is armanging a session on human sexuality.
Sources included The Times, The Daily Telegraph
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impose my theglogy upon your practice, but you are now very
pusy trying to impose yOours upon mine.”

He said he willl continue to resist any movement away from
the Anglican “genius” of “inclusiveness and magnanimity,”

However, forces working for greater doctrinal unity in .the
Communion——u:mered in the global South, where Anglicanism
is ﬂouriShing~have appeared formidable ever since Lambeth
revealed that the majority of the 70 million-member Com-
munion remains solidly conservative.

Sinclair is one of over half a dozen overseas Anglican pri-
mates and other leaders actively considering formal appeals
from Episcopal Church (ECUSA) conservatives for protec-
tion from their liberalized church, and—if ECUSA will not
heed calls to reform—the creation of a separate orthodox prov-
ince of the Communion in' America. A subsequent exchange
of letters between the foreign leaders and ECUSA’s presidi;g
bishop yielded no hints that he would work for a change in his
church’s course.

The leaders therefore asked the entire body of Anglican
primates to address, in their meeting next March, ECUSA’s
deviations from “historic Anglican tradition” and key
[Lambeth decisions.

A source close to the core group of conservative leaders
says it appears that at least 21 of the Communion’s 38 pri-
mates are seriously concerned about ECUSA’s non-alignment
with Lambeth agreements, including its resolution deeming
homosexual practice incompatible with Scripture, which has
been widely ignored and/or repudiated in American dioceses.
Archbishop Sinclair alsoiis'known to be working on a docu-
ment to present to the primates which will attempt to trace
what has happened in ECUSA over the past 30 years as result
of the liberal ascendancy.

The first hurdle for the conservative prelates comes this
month., as a joint panel of primates and other members of
the Anglican Consultative Council decides if the American
situation should be on the agenda for the March Primates’
Meeting.

Sources also included The Times (London)

Women Priests Bid Fails
In'S. American Province

The Anglican Province of the Southern €Cone, Encompass=
ing several South American countries, narrowly defeated a
move to allow women priests at its provincial synod May
26-29.

The province does have women deacons. But the motion
for women! priests, wihile garnering a majority of Votes, failed
to receive the two-thirds majority it needed for passage.

Interestingly, some bishops and delegates reportedly opposed
the measure because of “their desire 0 be faithful to the bibli-
call witness,” though their leader, Archbishop Maurice
Sinclair—an Evangelical who'is trying to defend that witness
on the international seenc— avored the motion. The original
motion debated did not request a canonical change to allow
women|priests, but simply requested permission from the prov-
ince for dioceses wishing toordain them.

The synod, held in Montevideo, Uruguay, welcomed: the
Archbishop off Canterbury, George Carey, (o a pre-synod ga'thf
ening on May 26 on the last portion of Carey’s two-week visit
1o Southr America. ) :
Sources included Anglican Communion News Serviceé

FAMILY DECLARATION SIGNED

THE RT. REV. JOHN HEPWORTH, who
leads the Australian branch of the Tradi-
tional Anglican Communion (TAC),aglo-
bal Continuing Church fellowship, was
among eight speakers addressing 1,400
delegates at a major international confer-
ence on the family recently in Manila. Or-
ganized by the Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of the Philippines and the World Congress of the
Family, the conference heard reports of the potent ef-
fects of secular humanism and feminism on family life.
Hepworth, head of the Anglican Catholic Church of Aus-
tralia and the only Anglican invited to speak at the event,
joined Cardinal Sini(sic) of Manila and other church lead-
ers in signing a declaration to be debated in Geneva in
November. Strongly defending the family, the document
attacks a global “climate of death” created by abortion,
euthanasia, divorce, state control of education, promis-
cuity, infidelity, and the recognition of same-sex unions
as legitimate families. (The Messenger)

C Of E Heresy Trial
Reports Unfounded

Despite widely circulated reports to the contrary, the Church
of England is not preparing to reintroduce heresy trials after a
lapse of some 140 years, General Synod members tell TCC.

Original English media reports said that the General Synod
agreed in July to a proposal by bishops to include offenses
against “doctrine, ritual and ceremonial” 0 NEW disciplinary
legislation for clergy- The measure, it was reported, wouldfocus
on clergy who deny foundational Christian beliefs, such as the
doctrine of the Trinity or the Incarnation.

However, while some members did attempt to get heresy
trials into the new provisions, “there is no suggestion Or POSsi-
bility” that they will be included in the legislation currently
being developed, said the Rev. Geoffrey Kirk, a Synod mem-
ber from Lewisham, London.

This was confirmed by the Rev. Ste phen Trott of Northampton,
a Synod member named to serve on the revision commitiee
for the next stage of the legislation. The Synod “‘approved a
draft measure which specifically does not include a revision
of procedures for trials for doctrine, ritual of ceremonial: those
remain governed by the 1963 Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Mea-
sure and the Court of Ecclesiasticall Causes Reserved, which
has met twice since 1963, Trott told TCC.

“The House of Bishops is to Jook at ways of revising the
1963 legislation,” which is considered cumbersome, “but 1t
will not form part of the present legislative proposals,” al-
though some hoped it would, he said. [t appears the new legis-
Jation will, however, end criminal trials for clergy accused of
disciplinary and/or moral offenses. -

The last heresy trial involved the authors of Essays and
Reviews in 1860, when it was held by the judicial committee
of the privy council that C of E clergy are not required 1
believe in Hell.

Since then, clergy and bishops have been able to deviare
from doctrine with impunity. The former Bishop of Durhamy,
David Jenkins, caused a furor in the 1980s by expressing dis-
belief in the church’s doctrine on the Resurrection.
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The “Struggle Continues”
For First Women Priests

Twenty-five years after 11 women were llegally ordaineq
as Episcopal Priests in Philadelphia, the Struggle goes on, sur-
VIvOrs of the 11 and hundreds of supporters: heard at a day-
long event July 29.

“It has not been 4N easy time since then,” said Luisa Miller,
an Episcopal laywoman involyed inarrangements for the gath-
ering. “One would think it’s old news, but there are stjl] those
who don’t aceept women,”

In fact, threags to Women's sains in the church are increas-

In a sermon lashing out at Opponents, the 1998 Lambeth Con-
ference and  js aftermath, Harris asserted that “the advent of
open lesbians into the 1anks of the ordained has  triggered re-

newed and redoubled efforts Oturn back the clock on women'’s
ordination

vocate in inner-city Philadelphia,
The women deacons ordained priest that day were Merril]
Bitiner, Dr. Alla Renee Bozarth, Dy, Alison M. Cheek, Marie
Moorefield Fleischer, the Hon. Emily ¢, Hewitt, Dr, Carter
Heyward, Dr. Suzanne R, Hiatt, Jeannee Piceard (now de.
Ceased), Betty Bope Schiess, Katrina Marthy Swanson, and
Nancy H. Wittig, G
 Their ordinations were regularized when
Church (ECU. ‘

centric paintings,

Pennsyivania Epjsc pal Bishop Charies
event sends “a wake-up calll thy, a guarte
Passed, and if yoy hayven’y gotien on bo
Women, it’s time (o catch up.”

The ten surviving members of the Philadelphia 11 offered
reflections on their historic Otdinations, the present and the
future,

Heyward referred 1o two conflicting visions of, the Churel,
One is an emerging “global, SCumenical, Christian and be-
yond Christian movement of Justice and peace,” and the other
TeSists such change, she said,

Bennison said the

ard with ordainin g

I of 4 century has

” thelr.
THE WOMEN OF THE “PHILAD_ELPHII; ‘la'lt z’hgucanugrch =
then-illegal ordination to the priesthoo

f 74.
the Advocate, Philadelphia, on July 29, 19

9 2 . t ob-
Swanson read aloud and distnbuteg c}EIOil;flm?g e
jecting to scattered uses of the wor
ing’s festal Eucharist. g ond
evEnAl?L;’ve celebrate the future churc_h.lmoglgig 1?§i)ng ”
barriers, we are yet to have the per,l efgully i
Eucharistic liturgy with language t!lfdt b o
women,” she said. “11’1slcad"we glorify )
ing masculine concept.” fihe
troll"ll]:;gwlord “Lord” was one of l’th ew ?liz;:;ll,t,s ((j)hris-
service that yielded any ground to ‘‘patria
Ly : riests
“alrjlllglace of an Old Testament reading, Ithft V\;(;nr;e’;){’ Alla
read “Passover Remembered,” a lengf 1})]’aff0“0wcd-
Bozarth about their ordinations and the events 1t:f W\
Instead of the Nicene Creed, the service o
ion of Faith,” which began: ! il
maPtI;:IJ])eoﬁeve in the God of Life, who c:reafe:? a”/(ééi]:;,falopﬂe-
Who acts in history and who promises nevers I'Or-her Wi
We believe in Jesus of Nazareth, who is our bjO— r/z’at oo il
1ot to be idolized but to be fo//m-x'ed: We be[ze:vele i
in the presence of the Holy Spirir; without 12'8)1 M]ive[y ol fie
filled with her we are able to become c'rc)qm eéffort e
The prayers of the people, a coIlect}vel (o, e
Heyward, Cheek, Wittig and the Rev. Caro G st
ceded! for “all people resisting their fundamed e
cultures. For lesbian, gay, bisexual, transger; SN re;ssion and
and single people who suffer special f?rms ol opp
hatred within and beyond the church. e b ]
“Sophia God, let your loving kindness be up
the prayer for those who have_dned. S e o A
The service also used a version of the Lord’s
New Zealand Prayer Book, which began: A S
Bternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, %J;Qt/;ger' o st
of all that is and that shall be, Fgrher and
Loving God, in whom is, heaven...

Bloodlthirsty Princes ?

. e Phila-

In her setmon, Harris, who served as Crl_mﬂ(;er“g?;r:}t]” et
delphia [ ordinations, offered self—desqnbe ol i aTe
for those Episcopalians who believe God inten
priesthood and episcopate. . A i 110K,

Anglicanism’s first female bishop, Con,se(i{f::t earit
Harris referred to the Lambeth Conferengehd§nCIuded gEe
cennial gathering of apostolic eagles—which'i
of turkeys.” : o p e

Thoug)L many commented on the good receptgoll;l égtl;i?ir, ity
cver confingent of women bishops at Iambe Il
thought the Conference targeted women as 'wh 252 e
als, and noted that two of her own sister bis op

.S.)had had a hand in that. = e
. §lgespite the development of a critical mafje;)efjeft e ey
women, including 11 bishops, at Lambeth I\}/;: i o et
dering what had happened to the dream of i
church,” Harris said. The Lambeth res’o]ut'lc(j)_n 'uicg)n e
and pr(;vision for both views on women'’s Ol'[[;n;orne’tradi[ion’
iﬁkp‘art by two women bishops in concery V:”'m § e
alist prelates, “totally ignored any p(_Jsxtw;, 1 orFrjmen e
has experienced” through the ordination o [ »2/1
5ishobs for the past 25 years, Harris assented.
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“It was a stunning denigration of the more than 6,000 women
in Orders from Utah to Uganda, to say nothing of those who have
yet to respond to/God'’s call. Rather, having tasted'blood with the
much-amended resolution on human sexuality, the princes of the
church moved in for the kill'on the people they really holdiin low
esteem—WOMEN” [capital letters in originall.

Harris spoke of a seemingly monolithic conservative move-
ment within ECUSA, consisting of “the few U.S. bishops who
openly oppose women's ordination, and their sycophants.”

These Episcopalians “now claim vindication, proclaiming
themselves to be ‘in the mainstream of Anglicanism. And make
no mistake, they will try to use Lambeth’s non-binding action
as a club against us at next year’s General Convention...as
some already are doing when they talk about ‘defiance’” and
‘rejection’ of Lambeth’s resolutions,” Harris said. “Ini reality
they are swimming against the gospel tide of inclusivity, headed
for the backwater eddies of patriarchal delusion.”

Harris described a malevolent conservative movement of
global proportions. She asserted that African and Asian bish-
ops were starting to become involved in the American Church
by granting requests for oversight to conservative U.S. priests
and parishes. Meanwhile, “unrelenting requests for financial
assistance continue to pour in from some of the same diocesan
bishops abroad who condemn us,” she said.

“The march is on, disseminating misinformation and, in
some instances, outright lies; soliciting ecclesiastic admoni-
tions to the U.S. church from...primates of other provinces;
targeting so-called ‘revisionist bishops’ and liberal dioceses,
witch-hunting gay and lesbian clergy and seeking to discredit

A Post-Lambeth Battle Of Wills

In the face of current calls by some conservative overseas
prelates for the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) to align itself with
key Lambeth agreements on sexuality, women’s ordination and
other matters, much of ECUSA still seems to balk, quietly in
some cases and openly in others. Nor have reports of the op-
pression and/or persecution of conservative Episcopalians—
another concern of foreign bishops—yet ceased.

In addition to notations made elsewhere ini this section, here
are a few of the latest developments in this ongoing engagement.

THE FIRST OPENLY HOMOSEXUAL MAN TO BE
CHOSEN AS DEAN OF AN EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL is
the Rev. Robert Vincent Taylor, a South African native who
fought against apartheid. Taylor, rector of St. Peter’s Episco-
pal Church in Peekskill, New York, since 1988, will become
the sixth dean of St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle.
According to the Seattle Times, Taylor's partner of 15 years
will join' hum' in the new venue.

DESPITE A LAMBETH CONFERENCEAGREEMENT
TO HONOR CONSCIENCE ON WOMEN’S ORDINA-
TION, Washington Suffragan Bishop Jane Dixon will make
yet another unwelcome visit to an Anglo-Catholic parish in
her diocese, Ascension and St. Agnes in the District, oniOcto-
ber 3. It will be at least the fifth “forced” visitation she has
made (o traditionalist parishes since she became suffragan in
1992, and the second such visit since Lambeth *98 agreed that

- alternate episcopal visitors should be provided where there is
entiover women's ordination.

'EPISCOPALIANS HAVE CHOSENA
\TE (o succeed the Rt. Rev. Clarence
p of the diocese, one of the largest in

TEN YEARS OF
GAY MINISTRY

LED BY THE REV. ELIZABETF |
KAETON, Newark Episct‘JPal -
Bishop John Spong and Micha€" &5
Rehill, diocesan chancellor, PT€~ .
pare to enter All Saints’ Church 7 SR
Hoboken, New Jersey, June 1 fOF %
the ten-year anniversary celebr@-
tion of Newark’s Oasis ministry t©
and with homosexuals. Kaetomn:
canon missioner to The Olar?‘i:r;
noted that openly homosexua th
and women}:xow make up 16 percen;::fstaf‘f 3 g
clergy, two-thirds of the lay dioces

membership of Newark's Standingd the dioces®
than 40 percent of congregations 17

gregations of The Oasis. Kaetonm,

headlines when she celebrated th€
chapel during the 1998 Lambeth antoric sexusd
ops, which strongly reaffirmed RIS eo
and deemed/ homosexual prac’ﬂceb'y Dale Grur

ture. Episcopal News Service photo —

those who dare to fight for an inclus I
not provide examples of the alleged mlbl[hat he
She assured her sister clergys though, the s
“has been worth the effort.” Still, she said, @ £t
the struggle continues.”
Personages appearing during t

he day also inclt

ECUSA. The Rt. Rev Andrew D. Smith; a suffrs
the diocese, was elected on the second ba}lot .
diocesan convention. The slate of six canchdf.ltes
oie conservative, the Rev. Martyn Minns of Trus
Fairfax, Virginia. Smith, 54 and married with §
differs from Coleridge in that he advocates the
active homosexuals. One delegate reported thata
ment at the convention was that acceptance oOf
nation should naturally lead one to accept home
tions and same-sex unions, on the basis of civ
Hartford Courant noted that ECUSA officially *
dinations of noncelibate homosexuals are ‘not
But every effort to sanction bishops who ignore
been thwarted and the decision to ordain gays
in effect, a matter of local option.™

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ROCHW»
CAME WITHIN SEVEN LAY VOTES OF
ECUSA’S FIRST OPENLY HOMOSEXUAL
the summer. But the actively gay Canon Gene Rc
Hampshire—who led on totall votes for three of
lots—probably has not seen his last campaign
pate, writes Doug LeBlanc of Anglican Voice. €

- delegates: meeting in Bath, New York, instead ¢

McKelvey, 57, Bishop Suffragan in the Diocese of
1991, to succeed retiring Rochester Bishop Willk
the end'of the year. Orientation. however. is the ¢
between the two leading candidates. McKelvey
stood for the same things as Robinson: yes
noncelibate gay priests, yes to blessing gay coups
ing bothbefore General Convention makes upiit.
wrote. Robinsen, 52 and a priest fop 25 years, w
two children when he acknowledged he was g&



n Primate Njongonkulu Ndungane, who said that Afri-
feminists fight the twin evils of patriarchy and colo-
. He praised the Philadelphia 11 as “a sign of hope to a

g Church.”

nat we did was not just for [ECUSA]—it was for the
¢ church,” said Antonio Ramos, the former bishop of Costa
Ramos was the only active diocesan bishop to partici-
- pate in the 1974 ordinations, albeit as an assistant toithe three

~ retired bishops who ordained the women,

e challenge that [Archbishop Ndungane] gave us today,
is that the canon of Seripture is not closed,” Ramos said. The
church needs to create language that “expresses the reality of
anew God, who abolishes these human distinctions,”

Anglican Communion Secretary General John Peterson, also
on hand, told the gathering that “the acceptance of women
priests” within the Communion today “is something that tran-
scends geographic, cultural, and theological divides. Churches
the global north, the south, of Anglo-Catholic or Evangeli-

cal heritage have all taken steps in this direction.”
However, figures released in Philadelphia show that the vast
Majority—some 5,500—of the 6,300 ordained' women (includ-
ing deacons) in the Communion are in the U.S., England and
Canada, with an additiona] 150in New Zealand. Most of Chris-
10tably the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches,
holds that Christ’s choice of men in apostolic leadership
s definitive cannot be changed.

tive for the Church and
oing is based largely on a report by DouglLeBlanc
permission), with contributions from David Virtue.
also included the Philadelphia Daily: News

Bishopess Seeks Ruling O,r’l
ACA P'erish’s “Obligations

Adecade after St, Paul’s, Portland, left the ]ﬁpisc:)l}():cl] S‘l‘;’l‘:::
(ECUSA), Maine's female Episcopal l?ls‘]?hoilgtoiiscgl and ongo-
0 confirm the Anglo-Catholic EansgéUsA.
ing relationship and oblig'd]tlOns jiot‘iled by Bishop Chilton

A “byproduct” of the lawsu Is St. I’
Knudsegpwill be a determination of Wr:ﬁnfsr?itcrgtisofs Ol;?iléers
building, conceded Diocese of Mame, C(')on was a heartfelt at-
Heidi Shott. But she said th[eSIICI%iIu ﬁz;lback in, to say, where

“draw [St. Fau i
::Z]I::r:z;:qu’s?h?bishop i, o Mm l%;;get P€ople in any
way they can accept her ministry,” she z;iling suit against St.

Shott said that Knudsen resorted to ing frustrated dioc-
Paul’s rector, wardens and vestry fo'fowt conversations with
esan attempts over the last decade O .sta;x e Chovoh fin
ppalhgiichibecame part ofi the 278 ispmelied
America (ACA), a Continuing ChurCh] bof}sl,t_ Paul’s, if they’re
roomiin this warm diocese for the [,3’50{3 e;toasse HIEGL
interested in coming to the table, S.]o ,vations in holy: order

But St. Paul’s—which rejects the mn%‘ ?10 contact with the
and faith embraced by ECUSA—has gaommunicants feel no
diocese for ten years, and its some 200 ¢
allegiance to it. . ds in de-

T%lat will not change, even if the q‘oiesisubclfﬁzing, said
priving the faithful Anglicans of their chur s defending St.
Harold Pachios, one of three Portland attorney:

Paul’s leaders, > isty long-

The Rev. Lester York, who succeed_ed St._ Paulrjssileifrz:rs are
time rector, the Rev. Harold Mcllwaln, said pE; s Glteese
dismayed, but united and ready to fight. They say

ECUSA: Got It, But Not
Always Flaunting It

What the “it” is, clearly, 1s a good deal of liberal.ity on -the
~ mafter of homosexuality, but it appears that some of it is g_Oln%
~ underground so as not to catch the eye of the internationa
 Anglican community, ; : I
" Recently, 7CC learned that the bishop of leading hberfczI
Episcopal diocese performed what one local churchman LCLITIE
4 “stealth” ordination of at least one practicing lesbian, who 1;
* now a deacon serving in another diocese. However, conqert?

attempts to obtain confirmation of: this fact from diocesan 01;_
ficials, officials of the second diocese, and the deaéiqn he;st:le
were vigorously stonewalled. At one point, an Ofﬁmal %’ ooy
second diocese called a' 7GC reporter and exclaimed = e |
watching you...and we’re not telling you anything about™ th v
deacon in q : '
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has no right to the property.

St. Paul’s is a historic parish
which originated in the late 18th
century, predating both the dio-
cese and the State of Maine. Its
first building was destroyed by
the British; its second by fire. Its
present church building—only a
short distance away from the di-
ocesan offices—is on the na-
Fional register of historic build-
Ings, noted York’s assistant, Fr.
James Dayis. It stands in an old
part of Portland which, however.
1S undergoing a renaissance that

1

St. Paul’s, Portland

I attracting young people and families, offering further po-
tent!gl for growth. Already, though, the Continuing parish’s
traditional Anglican worship draws parishioners from a wide
area; some drive for more than two hours to worship at St.
Paul’s, York said.

In her complaint, however, Knudsen contends that the parish’s
attempt to secede from the diocese in 1939 by publishing a le-
gal notice in the newspaper was canonically “ineffectual.” She
argues that the parish’s property deeds and a state law under
which St. Paul’s reorganized in 1869 require the parish to re-
main subject to the “Protestant Episcopal Church.” The parish
denies these and most other claims in Knudsen's complaint.

The complaint also points to national canons asserting that all
parish property is held in trust for ECUSA and the diocese, “‘sub-
Ject to the rights of the parish, so long as the parish remains part
of and subject to [ECUSA] and [its] constitution and...canons.”

Asserting that the parish has also failed to pay its diocesan
dssessments for at least five years, and has now called a rector
f}Ot Qrdained in ECUSA, Knudsen has declared' St. Paul’s an

assisted congregation” and named the Rev. Canon Samuel
Hendersonias its priest-in-charge. However, unlike the St. Paul’s,
Brockton, Massachusetts case, attorneys for both sides agreed
that the diocese will not try to take control of the church or
install Henderson before the court proceedings are concluded.

Knudsen, though, is seeking a declaratory judgment that the
church building must be used for worship under the jurisdiction
andrules of ECUSA because, she says, she earnestly desires “to
return St. Paul’s to full communion” with the diocese.

Despite ECUSA’s 1997 churchwide mandate for women’s
orflmation, Knudsen said that St. Paul’s ebjection to; women
priests does not exclude it from EGUSA, whichiis “‘known for
its broad range of theological perspectives and practice.”

\ Initheir answer, St. Paul’s leaders contend, without elabora-
tion; that Knudsen’s claims are barred on 19 different bases.
The-'se mnclude the First Amendment of the U.S. constitution;
Maine’s constitutional religious freedom protections: appli-
cable statutes of limitations; the plaintiff's “negligent misrep-
resentation”; and such “doctrines” as those of “waiver,” “un-
Just enrichment,” “unclean hands,” “acquiescence,” “breach

of contract,” and “impossibility"! They ask the court o dis-

miss Knudsen's complaint.

The question of why the diocese waited' so long to reassert
control over St. Paul’s could loom large in the case.

“Atfter nearly 11 years,” the Episcopal diocese “has decided
that St. Paul’s must be brought back into the Protestant fold,”
saidt ACA's Bishop of the Northeast, Bruce Chamberlain.

. [The panish “doesn’t even recognize this woman (Knudsen)

office,” commented one observer.

Others weren't surprised by the diocese’s action. “When-
ever there’s a transition in a parish—a vacancy in the
rectorship— that’s when [the liberals] strike,” said a cleric in
the ACA’s Diocese of the Northeast who asked not to be named.

The toughness of Fr. York's, predecessor, Fr. Mcllwain, also
may have deterred the diocese from filing suit to recover St.
Paul’s building back in 1989. Maine's bishop at the time, Ed-
ward Chalfant, resigned in 1996 after admitting an extramari-

8 tal affair, and Knudsen became bishop in 1998.

“This parish in no way represents the Diocese of Maine,

| which is one of the most liberal in ECUSA,” the ACA cleric

said. “People have a very strong tie to their parish...Taking the

parish back based on some canon and civil legal action is

bitter... They're dividing the Body of Christ. Some people are

going to walk and some are going to stay. Ten people sitting in

some beautiful church on a Sunday—that’s just pathetic.”
The diocese’s action “certainly demonstrates the New Tes-

tament phrase, ‘See how: they love one another,” Chamber-

lain: said.

Sources included The Portland Press-Herald, The Nertheast

Anglican

St. Paul’s Countersues
To Regain Parish Property

The conservative St. Paul’s Parish, Brockton—homeless
since the Massachusetts Episcopal diocese seized its church
building under an injunction last March—has filed a countersuit
in the case brought by the diocese, asserting the congregation’s
right to control its property and financial assets.

Filed in early July, the countersuit maintains in part that the
diocese’s legal bid for the property relied on'an unlawiul dioc-
esan convention action last fall reducing the already-seceded
parish to a mission under the control of Massachusetts Bishop
Thomas Shaw.

It asks the court to declare that the Episcopal diocese has no
right to the church and related real estate, having a value in
excess of $4' million, and' no right to the some $550.000 in
contributions, bequests, and gifts the parish has received from
its members and SUPPOILETS.

The multi-ethnic, over 100-member parish asserts that the
special canon making St. Paul’s a mission under Shaw cannot
and does not apply to the parish., which quit the diocese over
three years ago and registered with the state as an independent
Anglican congregation. The move was spurred by the diocese’s
promotion of a “radical new age religion™ which includes the
ordination and blessing of those in' homosexual relationships.

The diocese, however, obtained its March preliminary in-
junction primarily on the basis of a 1979 General Convention
canon, which holds that all church or mission property is held
in trust for the local diocese and the national church.

The injunction transferring control of the parish property o
diocesan hands—aobtained after just two days’ notice to the de-
fendants—effectively ousted St. Paul’s duly elected vestry and
wardens, and its clergy, the Rev. Frs. James Hiles and Thomas
Morris. The diocese particularly wanted to ensure the removal
of Hiles, who was convicted by & diocesan court last year on
what parish [eaders believe were trumped up sexual misconduet
charges. Though defrocked by Shaw, however, Hiles had faten
resumed his ministry av St. Paul's, which for the last few vears
has been under the oversight of a bishop linked to what is now
Forward in Faith, North America, a traditionalist organization
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St Paul's, Brockton

within the Episcopal Church
(ECUSA).

~The parish was evicted from
their historic building (which it
built, paid for. maintained, and
[to which it] holds title), have
had' their modest assets (from
their own pockets) seized. and
have even been denied the use
of their corporate name, St.
Paul’s Parish (their civil iden-
tity), in astenishing judicial ac-
uvism,” stated a release from the Boston law firm of Gadsby

~ and Hannah, which IS Tepresenting St. Pau's,
On each Sunday tollowing the in;

not to attend the diocesan-run SErvices inside the building,
Wwhich reportedly have attracteq only about 15-2( Worshippers,

“If this action is allowed to stand,” said James Hinds, St
Paul’s junjor warden, who hails from Barbados, “any bishop,
In any diocese an get a new ‘canon’ passed for any reason
and which results ip making an dutonomous parish a ‘mis-
sion’. The diocese can then 80 10 any Superior Court in any
Slate, oust clergy and parish officers elected by the parish and
deposit all funds ip the diocesan coffers. It sounds like rule by
medieval bishop—kings. What happened to free EXercisel of re-
ligion and the Separation of Church and State?”

“What this is really about is whe

» Whether a church can contro]
. 1ts own destiny.” said Daniel j, Kelly of Gadshy & Hannah,

The Bishop’s Bibje Study
Bennison Calls Op Seceded Congregation

By David Virtue

Pennsylvania Episcopal Bishop Charles g Bennison Came
calling June 8 on the traditionalis parish
Philadelphia—his gareq Purpose being (g EXPress his sorroy
over the parish’s resounding vote 1o Jogye his diocege and the
Episcopal Chureh (ECUSA), and 1o explore
reconciliation,

When Bennison arrived in fy}

Situation. Rather, he Simply read the Book m;t (i;csqss th
meeting of some 60 persons. i
Some in the gathﬁrmgmmcludmg the vesyry, .- Al ;
borhood association representatives, cmngrigﬂ l&%ﬁf‘?gh"
Parish’s future—were 4 little baffled a5 1 Why this fbé’ok ?he
“10sen and read, as one Person expressed do, 0 a&m‘% a8

\ bishop actually believed jgg content. Bepy, -~ Wiethep

2 : —lison 3 UppGr
‘the ordination of women dnd ?;F active hgzrowm%ﬁp?%r
i,eves that the Church can Tewrite the Bﬁ,ib.il@; ) )

o

Interim Safequarads Sought

s as asked the
Until the matter is finally resolved, the’ pdrltil}; hassets of St.
't to enter immediate orders l3"0t€cn.n_g.- diocesan use
;2E}Es Snd instituting safeguards for monitoring
: arish funds and property. A am arsued two
Oflt:eaphearing July 20, St. Paul’s qef_egiirt[ejudgego’Bl'ian'
motions before Massachusgtts Sppenol e
with the judge reserving his decision to cnecessar}/ entities to
The first motion sought to allow two ngregation) and the
Join the suit—St. Paul’s (the nw}‘)”r?’ [Sovig(/ Virtue.
St Paul's Columbarium Tl-ust,‘repm‘l-%_ Iamodification of the
The second motion asked for partia i S Pl
court’s earlier injunction to (a) allow ”_]\emt check the colum-
Columbarium Trust to enter the chulfh ‘Ose from expending
barium and to pray; (b) prevent the df-O(}deuntil the matter of
any of the money or assets of the parsg obtain periodic ac-
Property ownership is finally 1'e'sol\«'ed.‘ (Ct) e —
countings of the assets; (d) obtain accebgt Opaul’s denied to the
and (e) regain the right to use the name Ma with no briefing
congregation in a status conference in Ys ;
of the issue, S0 onarty an
Attorneys for the diocese, Edward Nrotlst:;IlzC]aW firm of
Diocesan Chancellor George Kidder, Dot s and essentially
Hemenway and Barnes, “opposed bqtf1 motlodn cision on all the
tried toitreat the preliminary injunction a9 él efe;ise team from
issues,” said Charles Nalls, a member of the de f
Washington, D.C. : integrity O
In hisg argument, Notis-McConarty assalleddtg]eelgm%p Al
Fr. Hiles as a “sexual harasser” and portraye hole congrega-
had!left the parish building—virtually e v T el
tion—as some sort of splinter of St. Paul % I'\(Ijantity Kelly as-
Arguing on the issue of the congregatlonbb 18 :wneci” by any-
serted that St. Paul is a name that cannfft S New Testament
One=—it is the name of a central figure m the Ne edlby many
available to all' who would invoke the name. It is U‘Sl ch, it is ge-
religious bodies; and even secular businesses, As Sdiocéese-
Neric and cannot be the exclusive property Of,[he e awithe
At the start of the hearing, the plaintiffs’ attorney.

their
“The press was not invited so: people Cou}d Sfoerak
minds,” said the Rey. David Qusley, S_t. 'James Iec r'emarksy
Butiit was reported that Ousley, in his mtroduth(t)lI]z ]
said the bishop had asked to come. “We thought o
table offer, and we wished to respond in charity i;’e il
We are no longer subject to his jurisdiction, 01;13 y[hat e
Becky Wilhoite, a vestry member, told the bis OPe] A
diocese was so bent on reconciliation, voting to exp e
ish from the diocesan convention last November] WS} e Pl
bestmeans of indicating this. St, James and se\{eﬁ}: :?i i ol
Sylvania parishes affiliated with Forward in s t};ey had
America (formerly the ESA) were expelled becgue chiefly to
withheld payment of their diocesan agsess;_nent,” R
Bennison’s refusal to continue a “flying bishop
imitted by his predecessor, : ination of
per\;vnillhz(iite);aid fhat, starting with thf: 1]legal Or:;j,g]:;;tholic
women in 1974, ECUSA had isolated llse‘lf~f;—:0'rl?_| o oy e
tradition by its breach of Holy Order and _1t:s memeﬂt Kknown
to' seripturall authority. “We made our dn;s‘a]lgr ‘301_ be surprised
fhmugh numerous letters,” so Bennison should'n
by St Tames’ detion. she said. o
bYSSit-.J.:;ﬂ;&’ §$§‘f£ﬁ§1m‘mg decision (o sceede came asi;eras
i o ithin' the liberall diocese,
year of heightened pressure wi




dreyv the diocese’s pending petition for a contempt citation
against the majority congregation for occupying part of the
church lawn during its services, and against certain parishio-
ners for allegedly taking items from St. Paul’s. Later, though,
they repeated claims of “pilferage” from the parish.

~ Nalls later visited the parish and noted from the outside that
it had not fared well under Shaw’s ministrations. “Plants and
h({dges have been cut down and the place is strewn with de-
bris. It looked like a deserted church,” he said.

A,ne\fv case in Maine (see separate story) has joined the St.
Paul’s dispute as the latest in a 20-year series of actions by Iib-
eral leaders to take the property of conservative parishes, that
leave ECUSA over unorthodox mnovations in faith and order.

But while such offensives may yield property for liberal dio-
ceses, they have also further spotlighted the plight of conserva-
tive Episcopalians, who are now receiving unprecedented at-
tention and pledges of action from overseas Anglican bishops.

Thgt may be one reason why the diocese has not initiated
any gllsc_lplinary action against retired South Carolina Bishop
C. FitzSimons Allison for celebrating the Eucharist May 16
for thf: evicted St. Paul’s congregation.

This rather disappointed the noted Evangelical bishop, who was
ready to use any action taken against him as a platform to further
Ch?:llenge Shaw’s diocese, according to The Boston Herald.

ChI knew the bishops would be upset,” Allison told the
Charleston (SC) Post and Courier. “They’re more interested
1N’ their canons and territory than they are in the faith.”

Bishop Boynton Dies At 93

The Rt. Rev. Charles Francis Boynton, a well known Epis- | t

;opal-tumeq-Continuing Church bishop, died in Spartanburg,
outh Carolina July 3 at the age of 93.

A native of Geneseo, New York, Boynton was a graduate of {

Williams College in Massachusetts, and of New York’s Gen-

erall Theological Seminary, where he also was fellow on the

faculty: for the academic year 1931-32.

HeBtc})lynton was ordained deacon in 1932, and priest in 1933,
€N accepted the call to be chaplain and on the faculty of

e ————————

?ersmlson threatened to make unwelcome episcopal visitations
O'St. James and other orthodox parishes, and bring their rec-
tors up on charges if he was not received.

Bennison reacted to news of the secession by expressing his
regret and desire to seek reconciliation, while saying that the
dl?‘(:eseis “goal” was to hang on to St. James’ property.

Against the advice of our attorney we did not initiate liti-
gation against the diocese,” Wilhoite said. “We did this based
oni / rCor. 6, which teaches that Christians should'not take each
other to court. But the diocese should not misinterpret this
rghgctance...as an unwillingness to defend itself should [legal]
action be taken by the diocese.”

~ Before he departed, the bishop proposed further discussions

vab.qu( what would be necessary for the parish to re-affiliate
| the diocese, and offered to meet with the parish again.

t. James is willing to discuss the issues the diocese has

 the parish action,” recognizing that these might include

S observer noted that the bishop wanted to have a cool-
, during which the parish would not affiliate with

body, indicating he had no present plans to
Sourt action.

- ¥ T

Bishop Boynton

Qhrist School, Arden, North Carolina, where he remained for
Six years.

While subsequently serving as chaplain of St. Francis House,
the Episcopal Student Center of the University of Wisconsin
at Madison, he received a call to be priest-in-charge of St.
Andrew’s Mission, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico.

While at St. Andrew’s, he was elected by the 1943 General
Convention to be Bishop Coadjutor of Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands. Boynton was consecrated in St. John's Cathe-
dral, San Juan, on January 2, 1944 by Bishop Charles B.
Colmore, and the then-Bishops of Milwaukee and Nassau.

Bishop Boynton succeeded Bishop Colmore as diocesan in
1947. During the following four years, he was responsible for
improving old churches and establishing new: ones; increasing
the number of Spanish-speaking priests to serve the growing
church; moving and enlarging the church agricultural school;
founding the first local seminary for the training of local na-
tive clergy; building Colmore Hall, thus expanding the cathe-
dral facilities; creating a separate missionary district for the
church in the Virgin Islands; and for influencing the consecra-
tion of the first native-born Puerto Rican, Franciscol Rues-
Froylan, to be Bishop of the Missionary District of Puerto. Rico.

In May, 1950, Boynton was elected Suffragan Bishop of

New York, and' moved with his wife, the former Helen Fowler,
and their two children to an apartment on the close of St. John
the Divine Cathedral, where he lived until his wife's deatht in
1969, the year in which he retired.
At the time of his retirement, Bishop Boynton had confirmed
T p more than 24,000 persons. He had also ac-
* quired honorary doctorates from four differ-
' ent institutions, including General Seminary.
| In 1977, he was invested as a Knight of the
Order of St. John of Jerusalem.

While living in retirement with his second
g wife, Dori Watson Boynton, at his home in
Milford, Connecticut, Boynton continued for
several years to.confirm in parishes of the New
York diocese. In disagreement with the Epis-
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copal Church’s 1977 abandonment of apostolic
order and the traditional Prayer Book, however, Boynton spent
most of his retirement defending the orthodox faith. He at-
tended the 1977 Congress of St. Louis, the springboard for
most of the Continuing Church movement, and planned to help
consecrate the movement’s first four bishops in January, 1973,
had not illness prevented his participation.

In a May 19, 1978, letter to then-Episcopal Presiding Bishop
Jack Allin, Boynton tendered his resignation from the Episco-
pal House of Bishops, saying he “can no longer live with: the
‘conscience clause’ which supposedly allows me to remain &
bishop of the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) in good standing,
even though I cannot aceept the fundamental changes in the
faith wrought by the 1976 General Convention.” He said he
was “thoroughly in accord” with the principles for which the
Continuing Church stands, and that his intention 1o convey
episcopal orders to the four Continuing bishops was as “clear-
cut a commitment as my actual presence would have consti-
tuted.” In leaving ECUSA, he expressed confidence that he
remained a member and a bishop of “the One, Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Chureh to which I have dedicated my life.™

While clearly aligning himself with the Continuum’s principles,
Boynton still searched for several years for “a true Anglican Catho-
lic answer to my dilemma.” He continued to celebrate Holy Com-
munion privately inhis house chapel, using the 1928 Prayer Book.
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traditional Anglicans, the Acting Metropolitan
n Catholic Church (ACC) has recently met indi-
] i several other Continuing or separated
las with the head of an orthodox group

n Communion.

was expected from the discussions in the
jon't talk we do not permit the Holy

in April, shortly before the ACC’s |
dwest, Joseph Deyman, took part in
ontinuing and orthodox Episcopal

wship of Concerned Churchmen meet-
of Continuing and traditional Anglicans
near Baltimore, Maryland.

——

Episcopal Synod of America’s founding
phetically because he had been assured
the subject of aniindependent province, pref-
glican Communion. However, the ESA—

) §aym he had been “greatly moved”
port of the ACC's prov

ohn T Caﬁobn Jr. said that, while nothing

The Trinitarian reports that, since April, Cahoon has talked

with the primate of the Anglican Church in America, Arch-
bishop Louis Falk, at Falk’s request; the Reyv. Mark Clavier,
ecumenical officer of the Anglican Province of America; Arch-
bishop Randolph Adler, the patriarch of the Charismatic Epis-
copal Church, a neo-Anglican body which has experienced
considerable growth; and the Rt. Rev. John Broadhurst, the
Bishop of Fulham in London and chairman of the Forward in
Faith organization within the Church of England.
The recent conversations had the general approval of ACC's
College of Bishops. Cahoon said he would not enter
into any unity scheme without the unified consent
of other ACC bishops.

Calling the divisions within Continuing Anglicanism
a “scandal,” Bishop Cahoon said any plan for unity
will not come about unless people talk.

However, he voiced doubts about any unity scheme
involving groups still in communion with the Epis-
copal Church and the Church of England, both' of
which ordain women and have adopted other het-
erodox practices, The Trinitarian said.

Deacon’s Claims Rattle ACA

A deacon’s on-line complaints about his bishop have caqsed
a sensation among members and observers of the Anglican
Church inl America (ACA).

Deacon Steve Shope told 7CC he “‘just can’t take this any=
more,” and resigned from the Continuing Church body 11
July—but not before posting his allegations against the Rt
Rev. Robin Connors on the website he owned and operated for
The Gommon Thread, the ACA Diocese of the West (DOW)
newsletter. :

“Bishop Connors needs to be presented...But I ain’t holdn:lg
my breath,” said Shope, who had been serving at St. Paul's,
Bend, Oregon.

In his July electronic postings, which were also circulated
by e-mail, Shope contends that Connors, 59, has an “auto-
cratic style and [refuses]| to/ submit to the established 1aws of
the church.” .

He alleges that the bishop 1) did not follow the canons
dealing with a charge of heresy against a DOW priest fivollvee
in (raining men for orders; 2) asked his curaté to threaten (o

ommunicate a couple in his pro-cathedral who Pl'efe“ed to

and & ursum Corda; 3) refused to proyvide supply 1clergy
parish that asked to preview the curm:'ulym vi=
s sending; 4) included misleading infoIi5e
v and 5) planned to ordain a man Wh@hg
sining, or gone before e €l




Ezz}éoirid Itof.arcllyio’f t!‘us 1111»1((:1:&;11l as [ have not (and will not)
o - 1L n l'hdl contests Qt this kind do not lend them-
‘\:Ies to any kind of logical discussion.”

[ion;):)vfe‘\‘fte;;ﬂl;lehallso spoke of being “harassed” by combina-
o , half-truth, unn"uth and innuendo...How tragic,”
o };y : Cs;ale. ygwgd obe(i_ler}ce transformed into a tool of
it 0 nglan in rctallatlpn for having been denied or-
o particiyatur” Doouncﬂ of Adv1c¢, a decision in which I did
el fp e. ‘ W of‘.hmflls said that the Council withheld

or Shope’s ordination to the priesthood in June, and

that Connor
s had asked them to revi i

eview the -
fore the end of the year. TR

Ekfnl' . o
Cathecllf-a?lg(f:ese 1s stable and strong,” Connors wrote. The pro-
St. Mark, Portland, “continues to enjoy a 30 per-

cent: 00
M S;g_‘z::hmdmcome and a 35 percent growth in attendance.”
Sl Gl Iral, the outgrowth of a former Episcopal parish,
AGA's Genee 11ts 12Sth“ann1ve_rsaw October 16-17, right after
T bra t}Sl}JTIO*:l. We will not be undone by any actions
Tiepe toldchose 0u151d§ our jurisdiction,” the bishop said.
cifior i C that he is now “under the authority™ of an-
Asked abp’ dud attending a Roman Catholic parish.
the fact thatotl}llt t?:e dl,spu_tE, Archbishop Falk told TCC: “Given
e & o e Continuing Church emerged in difficult times,
try and un dere?«cy to go to battle with each other [rather] than
another inSta; aud ,each other and work together. This seems
“As has been t(l:1e of thi}f combative mindset.” He added that:
Al Cenifnet € case in the past, brother bishops in the ACA
Thoo, o O counsel with each other.”
ing his Cl,aim\;’e‘];er’ said in late July that the website publish-
with SuPPOrtiva out Connors hgd received some 1,500 “hits,”
NG seviel (i e responses running 100 to 1. They made clear,
» that people in the ACA and elsewhere in the Con-

tinuum ar
€ eager for the allegati i 1
: gations to receive the attention of
the ACA and its leaders.

EMC Bishop’s Rite Shows
Trans-Jurisdictional Unity

In .
reCtof s;zgflxme Ju’ne 19, the Rev. Robert Forbes Waggener,
Secrated bi-h o S Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming, was con-
within the SEin CoadJUIf)r .of the Diocese of the Holy Cross
ingH Chh b%;;opdl Missionary Church (EMC), a Continu-
eld i
Worth r?;;he Episcopal Church of the Holy Apostles in Fort
laity, incluzs" the consecration rite drew some 125 clergy and
North Am ng the executive director of Forward in Faith,
partici erica, the Rev. Samuel Edwards, who vested and
D e e
coﬁsecrafcff siding Bishop A. Donald Davies served as chief
SL Patrick N([)f Waggener, 48, Davies was assisted by Bishops
Waggener Willlirpl;y of the Diocese of the Holy Cross, whom
Diocese of the uwz'sltmtely succeed, and Jon Lindenauer of the
Canon James R |

Street, in Washs
e Washington, D.C,, preached on the nature of the ap-

quem,gsn;ﬁzisgy revealed in Johnis account of Jesus’ repeated
S and! statements to Simon Peter—lovest thou me?...
; &;hezep_" Such a ministry demands servanthood, which
M “COI\fers the stature of one called to be a “chicf
© “work of a bishop is to share in Jesus® shepherd-
htey said. He must ever be “serving, taking care
e in o many ways, but always in and among the
his life for his sheep.”

R. Daughtry, former rector of St. Paul’s, K

Feed
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THE RT. REV. ROBERT
FORBES WAGGENER, the
EMC's newly consecrated
Bishop Coadjuter for the Dio-
cese of the Holy Cross.

With the permission
of Fort Worth Episcopal
Bishop Jack Iker, and the
assistance of the host
parish’s rector, the Rev.
Christopher Cantrell,
“the underlying unity of
orthodox Anglicanism
was demonstrated,” said
an EMC release.
Born in Kansas City,
Missouri, and married
with four sons, Waggener holds a bachelor’s degree in phi-
losophy from the University of Missouri and a master of di-
vinity degree from Virginia Seminary. He was ordained a dea-
con in the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri in 1977 and priest in
the Diocese of Arkansas in 1978. Between 1977-87, he served
as curate at Holy Cross Episcopal Church in West Memphis,
Arkansas, and then at St. Paul’s, K Street, in Washington, D.C.,
where he was (inter alia) the founding board member of the
Washington Coalition for the Homeless. In 1985, he became
rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Ashland, Wiscon-
sin, where he also hosted a weekly talk/call-in program, Cross-
roads, on local FM radio. He was elected to the 1988 General
Convention, but did not attend, since he renounced his minis-
try in the Episcopal Church in 1937.

After working at various secular jobs. Waggener came to
the Continuing Church in 1989 as rector of St. Andrew’s in
Cheyenne, then part of the United Episcopal Church. His
rectorship ended in 1991, but a few years later he became a
supply priest at the parish again, and priest-in-charge of St.
Barnabas, Ft Collins. In'1997, he returned to the rectorship of
St. Andrew’s, which now has some 80 members. During his
time in Wyoming, he also has worked as an engraver for a
manufacturing company, andas a teacher at a Christian school.

Waggener also serves as an examining chaplain in the dio-
cese. and on its constitution and canons committee. He is a
board member of LifeChoice, a lacal eriSis pregnancy center,
and a priest associate of the Order of St. Augustine through St.
Joseph's Monastery, Halifax. Nova Scotia, within the Angli-
can Catholic Churchi of Canada.

No date has been set for Waggener (0 succeed Murphy.

Cancer Claims Cardinal Hume

The death by cancer of Basil Cardinal Hume on June 17
brought appreciative tributes to the prelate from Britons in all
walks of life, as well'as from leaders abroad.

Hume, who had'served as Archbishop of Westminster and
Roman Catholie primate of England since 1976, had presided
over a church which was moving increasingly into the main-
stream of English life, and his leadership was credited for much
of that progress.

His obvious Englishness, his well-connected background and
his deep sincerity and piety put a new face on English Ca-
tholicism, once derided as the “ltaltan Mission’” to the nation
presided over by badly-bred Irishmen. In a numben of books
and articles he offered to reflective modems an appealing model
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of Christian spirituality. His warm interest in ecumenism and
a genuinely pastoral style in dealing with people made him
the most popular religious leader in Britain, and the days when
the Roman Church stoed apart from the life of the nation
seemed long forgotten.

Towards the end of his life, he even managed to maintain
good relations between his church and the Church of England,
despite the new wave of Anglican conversions to Catholicism
following the C of E's decision to ordain women priests.

Attired' at his own request in a simple monastic habit, the
body of the monk whose appointment to Westminster no one
had predicted was laid to rest in his cathedral—and' England
settled down to wait with great interest for the announcement
of his successor. ‘

~ ARCIC Sees Universal Primacy
- Of Pope As “Gift To Be Shared”

By Fr. Christopher Shepherd

A document on authority in the Church, issued in early
May by the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commis-
sion (ARCIC). was received with caution by commentators
in both churches.

“The Gift of Authority” proposes that Anglicans accept
the position that universal primacy should be received “as a
gift to be shared,” and even suggests that the primacy could
be ""»o;ﬁfer.:ad and received even before our Churches are in
communion.”

The quemen of teaching authority inevitably involves the
vexing question of papal infallibility, long a stumbling block
n Anglican/Roman Catholic unity talks. But the document
; "ﬁum‘v’ers-al_ primate’s” proposed teaching authority

] f bishops. thus providing leadership in both
the world by teaching in a coherent, con-
the constraint of sectional or regional in-
y would be exercised by the Pope, for, as R.
dear of‘_?the Berkeley Divinity School, reads
ssible locus of this primacy, even for
1 the office of the Bishop of Rome.

proposal might seem to Evangelical

cument contains a great deal

suggests that the exercise of international primacy within the
Church: would' balance the conciliar authority of the whole
people of God.

Recent developments in both churches provide an interest-
ing context to the ARCIC report.

Pope John Paul I has already indicated that the way in
which his authority is exercised is open to further develop-
ment. In the 1998 encyclical Ut Unum Sint (That They May.
Be One), he acknowledged that the papacy itself was seen by
many as standing in the way of ecumenical progress; thus,
he invited the heads of other Christian bodies to join with
him in carefully considering the value of the primacy of “the
Successor of Peter,” and in proposing ways in which that
primacy might be exercised in the service of a future, re-
united Christian Church.

Meanwhile, the 1998 Lambeth Conterence of the world’s
Anglican bishops grappled with issues stemming from the
decentralized nature of authority in the Anglican Commun-
ion. Actions significantly affecting both ecumenical relations
and relations between Anglican provinces—such as: the or-
dination of female priests and bishops, and efforts to change
the Church’s traditionally received sexual morality—had frayed
the Communion’s unity and exposed a gulf between the ma-
jority of Anglican bishops—particularly those from the Third
World—and their liberal counterparts in Europe and North
America. The Conference took the first steps to provide a means
to recover Anglican unity worldwide and protect it against t‘he
choice of a particular province to embrace change at odds with
the' Anglican consensus.

The most recent visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury to
the Vatican also/ produced a potential milestone—a proposed
meeting in Canada in May of 2000 between the major Angli-
can archbishops and primates and their Roman Catholic coun-
terparts from alll over the world. The unprecedented' gathering
could be a harbinger of closer cooperation to come. 3

The ARCIC report invites both churches to examine their
authority structures, with Anglicans considering whether the
current structure of their Communion provides sufficient pro-
tection for unity, and Roman Catholics considering whether
thein church structure adequately provides for clergy and lay
participation: in decisionmaking.

Reactions to the report were decidedly mixed. The Church
of Ireland’s Unity Committee rejected as “faulty methodol-

| 0gy” the suggestion that there might be a place for. universal

primacy even before full communion was achieved. It S.ald
that the exercise of primacy over a people is impossible .w1th-
out their full consent, which involves being in communion.
Letters to London’s Church Times voiced fear that Anglicanistii
Was being required to move towards the embrace of a/Roman
odef of authority; pondered the implications for relafu?ns
h the Eastern Orthodox churches; and expressed skepmmsnti
0w papal infallibility had been “reduced, in style at1east
ore user-friendly reference to the [Pope’s] ‘specific M
nent of truth."" '
s ranged from conservatives Whe
ARCIC (o liberal commenta
. who asserted that th
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a contmui‘ng resentment among Anglicans over Roman refusal
toirecognize Anglican orders, and relief that the document was
the ofﬁmal position of neither Church, but merely proposed as
a basis for future discussion.

Sources also included The Church of England Newspaper,

/s , , : i
C.Lf)vlu rccc;)pal Life, Ecumenical News International, The Living

Vatican Shuts Down
U.S. Gay Ministry

o Z gatlcan h.as' ordered an American priest and nun to end
conein d;%e?lr] m“;]‘S”}’ to homosexuals, after an investigation
at they failed to ¢ i :
teaching., Y/ comply with Roman Catholic
Si . .
- ;ﬁ:r \)\.I/eanpme Gramick and the Rev. Robert Nugent, who
e ashmgton-ba?ed New Ways ministry, were trying to
ever. thee\(;,hL.erh doctrine with the realities of gay life. How-
lic tt;achi atican found that the two were at odds with Catho-
moralit n%S mnsofar as they do not recognize the intrinsic im-
two' of ytl?e homosexual acts. The decision ends the careers of
IMOSt prominent gay ri o
RO{‘nan el gay rights advocates within the
he acti
a long asitlp n came only after a ten-year probe, which involved
Fom Tt ;ICEOf exchanges between the Vatican's Congrega-
i T fh octrine of l_he Faith and the two Americans, dur-
T € two were given numerous opportunities to clarify
and the; 10ns. Both must now decide between their church
their vocation.

Sou : .
fCes: Catholic World News, The Washington Times

New RC President Accused
Of Sheltering Pedophiles

encTel,]?)fn %\th{] el!ecte-d President of the U.S. National Confer-
long Sheltereg LC Bishops 18 battling gllegations that he has
has soverned. nown clerical pedophiles in the dioceses he
poz;,:é ‘;‘:la’}ﬁe"fl‘, a Conserva'tive Roman Catholic weekly, re-
Joseph Fior ne that a lawsuit had been filed against Bishop
or shoulq h:nz?(:f Galveston-Houston, claiming that he knew
director of d"’e own of past activities of Fr. Dennis Peterson,
s & il locesan youth services, who is accused of molest-
that Fiorenzmlgor over a ten-year period. The paper reported
VigOroj as a history of sheltering clerical pedophiles.
leﬂgthy b S denial by the diocese provoked a spirited and
Spondence 50?]86 by the newspaper, quoting copies of corre-
he Dallas l;\; ored by Fiorenza which had been obtained from
show that_ i orning News, The correspondence purports o
Pedophile. I several cases, Fiorenza had assigned priests with
(ca (ﬁ),ﬁé:alpmfl? and had even considered them for incardination
Snd Status) in his diocese. One priest had a ‘“relapse
= LGS0 such consideration.
nig the fear of other seasoned church observers, The
7 worried that the case “could bolster suspicions that
ishops have learned nothing anddone less in the 15
5 €€ a 1984 meeting in Minnesota, when they learned
;,g» and scope of the problem of pedophile priests (and
SV inithe WS, Catholic Church, That summer meeting
¥ two major pedophilia scandals. Since then
S€N & number of high-profile cases and expensive
d Z‘f{‘dicaﬁom that a far larger number of cases

U.S. Army Recognizes Wicca

_The US. Army has recognized white witcheraft as a reli-
gion, and has appointed chaplains to oversee pagan ceremo-
nies on at least five bases.

A Pentagon spokesman said that there were at least 100 witches
involved in covens at Fort Hood, Texas, the army's largest base, «
with more than 42,000 troops, reports World Net Daily.

The army has stepped up security to deter members of Chris-
tian bodies from intimidating the group. The pagans, called
Wiccans, are accorded the same privileges as practitioners of
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. The Pentagon spokesman said:
“We are obliged by the constitution to respect and make pro-
visions for the religious needs of members of the mulitary and
not to pass judgments on their beliefs.”

Since news of the Army Wiccans broke, “witch skittishness
has spread as far as Washington,” noted The Washington Post.

“Please stop this nonsense now,” Rep. Robert L. Bar Jr (R-
GA) wrote to Fort Hood’s commanding officer, Leon Leponte.
“What's next? Will armored divisions be forced to travel with
sacrificial animals for Satanic rituals? Will Rastafarians de-
mand the inclusion of ritualistic marijuana cigarettes in their
rations?”

The California-based Covenant of the Goddess, which claims
to represent most U.S. Wiccans, says there are about 50,000
followers of the faith in America. They celebrate earth-spirits
such as the “great goddess Freya™ and on their altars give bless-
ings to water, bread and salt, the three essentials of life, while
the congregation holds hands in a circle around a large bon-
fire. Their main festivals are at the vernal and autumnal equi-
nox and at midsummer. However, sacrifices, either human: or
animal, are “not something we do,” one Wicean said.

APA Backs Away From
Study Backing Pedophilia

After a groundswell of public pressure, the American Psy-
chological Association (APA) backed away from a highly con-
troversial article in an APA journal asserting that sexual activ-
ity between adults and “willing’" children is not generally harm-
ful, and' may even be beneficial.

The offending article—which caused an uproar when it fi-
nally came to wider public attention—was published in the
July 1998 edition of Psychological Bulletin. Titled “A Meta-
Analytic Examination of Assumed Properties of Child Sexual
Abuse Using College Samples,” itwas authored by Bruce Rind,
Philip Tromovitch and Robert Bauserman.

APA Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Raymond D. Fowler, ear-
lier defended the article on national television, but now says it
s “inconsistent” with APA's policy on child' protection: ISSUES,

Aftter Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-TX), Reps. Matt Salmon
(R-AZ) and Dave Weldon (R-FL) denounced the article at a-
May: 12 press conference hosted by the Family Research Coun-
cil (FRQ), Fowler pledged ina June 9 letter to Dellay to ereate
legall briefs attacking misuse of the article wn the courts. He
also included a board-approved resolution in which the ABA
“repudiates and disassociates itself from any organization or
publication that advocates sexual interaction between children
and adults.”

The Bulletin article alsorwas subsequently condemned unani
mously by the U.S. House of Representatives.

FRC spokesperson Janet Parshall said the APA'S actioniis “a.
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ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS:

*A NEW. CHURCH OF ENGLAND BISHOP AHSA§O%ER
FENDED HIS DECISION TO PRAY TO GOD
MOTHER” during his enthronemen
Tim Stevens, recently enthroned as Bis
(and formerly of the St. Edmundsbury diocese
cized by traditionalists for choosing a ?rayer
t0 God as “our Father and our Mother.” St e
was doing nothing new, citing a statement by Ju lad :
Norwich, and noting that the same prayer was ijsei'l tht)a/
the Anglican province of South 'lndJa in front 0 ta L
bishops of the Anglican Communion” during the firstw

Bishop of Leicester
), was critl-
that refers

t service. The Rt. Rev. &

evens said he' :

of the 1998 Lambeth Conference. The prayer is not part & =8 :

of the C of E's authorized liturgy, however. One of
Stevens! critics, Canon Michael Banks, chancellor of Les
icester Cathedral, said: “I remain unashamedly of the
opinion that whereas Christianity can rejoice in our God
who metaphorically has a ‘feminine face'...it has no au-
thority from scripture or tradition to address Gocf as
‘Mother'. God is whom Jesus says God is, namely Qur
Father’.” - The Times
*THE WOMAN KNOWN AS “ATTILA THE NUN” has
defeated a year-long campaign by some members of St.
Paul's Scottish Episcopal Cathedral, Dundee, to have her
removed. Ever since the Very Rev. Miriam Byrne, aitwice-
married former nun, was appointed provost, the cathedral
has been plaguediwith a series of disputes between her
and the cathedral vestry. The vestry has criticized her for
mismanagement, and ani “arrogant” and ‘happy clappy”
ministry, and'sought to oust her from her post. In June, it
was announced thatthe Scottish Churchis College of Bish-
ops had decided not to allow the committee to appeal
against anearlier decision by the Bishopiof Aberdeen and
Orkiney. in favor of Byrne retaining her job: But Byrme may
end up without a cathedral in which to'be provost. After
the decision, Byrne spoke in a sermon of her struggle
with“unproven allegations’ against her and her ““mmense
relief” at the outcome, but also warned that the cathedral
1S “on the edge of insolvency’ and faced imminent closure
unless funds were raised quickly. - The Daly Telegraph/
Church Times i
*AN ATTEMPT BY BRITAIN'S PRIME MINISTER TO
INCREASE DOWNING STREET’S CONTROL OVER
SENIOR CHURCH APPOINTMENTS sparked another
flurry of demands in early July for the Church of England
to cut its links with the state. Colin Buchanan, the Bishop
of Woolwich, called for the disestablishment of the church
arguing that the C of E is constantly subjected to“godless
political machinery.” Reportedly, plans to loosen the his-

toric and exclusive bond between the C of E andithe state

were discussed at a private meeting at Windsor Castle a
few Wpﬂths eadjer, According to The Independent. senior
Aﬂsgé%ﬁm urchmen and royal advisers agreed at the
meel nat i ¥

lons should be given a greater
the nation. The article
ndsor,

church-state
the multicultur
have been fueled |
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, Baptists, Methodists and

wood first step, but now: [it]ineeds to root out the pro-pedo-
philic academicians who are trying to normalize child abuge
She added that the APA should write the North: American
Man-Boy Love Association—which hailed the Bulletin ar-
ticle—"and strongly urge them not to use this article as jus-
tification for molesting young boys.”

“Without everyone’s focused attention on this issue, chil-
dren victimized' by child' molesters would have been even
more vulnerable,” said' Dr. Laura Schlessinger, who helped
ratchet up pressure oni the APA with her popular radio pro-
gram. “While this seems to/be a clear win,” she urged con-
tinued vigilance to protect children from harm.

Sources: Evangelical Press News Service, The Washing-
ton Times/Associated Press

Far-Reaching Impact Expected
From Canadian Same-Sex Ruling

Canada’s Supreme Court has ruled that Ontario’s defini-
tion' of a spouse is' unconstitutional, and ordered the prov-
ince to amend its laws to include same-sex couples within
six months.

The decision is expected to affect “hundredss of laws’ in
Canada and could help undermine marriage in the U.S.

In an 8-1 ruling on a provision of Ontario’s Family Law
Act, the court said it is unconstitutional to prevent homo-
sexuals from applying for alimony. The ruling thus effec-
tively strikes down the nation’s definition of common law
marriage as a heterosexual union.

The case involved two lesbians, identified only as M and
H._ After the two terminated their relationship, M sought
alimony from H but was denied under the Ontario law that
limits the right to claim alimony to heterosexual couples
who are legally married or in common-law relationships:
The High Court found that the Ontario law violates Canada’s
1982 Charter of Rights and Freedoms by promoting the view
that Same-sex couples “are less worthy of recognition and
protection,”

! ln‘response, the Canadian parliament sushed to pass anon-
binding resolution affirming marriage as “the union of one
120 and one woman,” The resolution, however, does not af-
fect the Supreme Courts decision, which is expected to im-
pact everything from pensiors (o property to adoption.
Sourees: The Associated Press, Preshyterians Week/National

Clergy Council, Breakpoint Commentary
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ARCHBISHOP CAREY HONORED:
Gatheredrecentlywith Archbishop
of Canterbury George Carey (sec-
ond from right) for a procession
into the chapeliat the University of
B the South, where Dr. Carey re-

| ceivedanhonorary degree, are the
Very Rev. Guy Lytle (left), dean of
" the School of Theology; Bishop
Don Wimberley, formerly of Lexing-
ton, chancellor of the university;
and Dr. Samuel Williamson, vice-
chancellor and president of the

University. Episcopal News Service
photo by SarahiMoore.

%
e N

gid For Gay Clergy Deferred in PCUSA
|

1< Jargest Presbyterian church has rejected an effo'rt
A a gfor ordaining noncelibate homosexuals, again
007 tgeﬁ yfor now—a movement that has repeatedly at-
ine back— ,
ushm%j {0 gain ground 1n the church. ey -
e byterian Church (U.S.A) Assembly voted by a mar
‘ThefP6rt1°«S Zrcent against allowing a churchwde vote on
glg :)her topstrike a constitutional clause requiring clergy to
. ith é n a
;y e in “fidelity within the coyengnt of mainage betwee
L and a woman, or chastity in singleness.
maln tead. the Assembly deferred the matter for two years.
nstead, . _ A
' imes/Reuters
sources included The Washington

LATE NEWS
CAREY NOT A DOUBTER, C OF E SAYS

Chureh of England officials hastened to reassure Jarre(:i Ang'h:
cans in early August that the Archbishop ot_Canteybqry loes in-
deedlbelieve in/Christ’s resurrection, dismissing as “mlschlevousd
aSunday newspaper report that he doubted it. The report refeire

toamillennium pamphlet due out soon in which Dr. George Carey
speaks in! part to unbelievers.

ZAMBIAN BISHOP WARNED

e Anglican Bishop of Lusaka, Zambia, Leonard Mwenda,
couldiface a libel suit for statements he allegedly mafie about a
gtoupwhich left his diocese for the Traditional Anghcgn Com-
fluiion (TAC), a global Continuing Church fellowship: In'an
AUgust 4 letter to Mwenda, Canon Pierre Dil, leader of the se-
ededgroup, objects to “derogatory public comments” made about
e Continyers Dy Mwenda and his colleagues. In one instance.
: i claims Mwenda, in a TV interview, left unchallenged a
Cpor

X er's conclusion that Continuing Anglicans support homo-
SMallordinations ang “marriages’!

A CLCA OKAYS PACT WITH ECUSA 2
Bughe.SEteating o similar proposal' in 1997, the Evange:icd
B Ghurch inf America (ELCA) assembly has voted by a
pis PICENt margin (0 enter into full communion with th‘c U.S.

~C0pal Chypeh (ECUSA). Under the pact, the two churches—

DISSenting some 7.5 million Protestants—would rec-’
:aeh Other's members and sacraments, exchange c}e{g}
5 dedland join in missionary and social service projects.
Mhich passedthe previous proposal for communion with

ty, willl vote on the pact at the July, 2000

nVention.

A REPORT CALLING

FOR ABORTION TO BE LE-
GAL IN EXCEPTIONAL Eb

N EXC CIRCUMSTANCES, despite its
undesirability, has been endorsed by the Church of
Ireland’s General Synod. - Church Times

*ONE OF THE FIRST WOMEN TO BE ORDAINED A
PRIEST IN SOUTH AFRICA'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
HAS BEEN FOUND MURDERED. The body of Scottish-
born missionary doctor Elizabeth Bride Dickson, 78, was
found June 19 in her home i

n the picturesque village of
Hogsback, about two hours drive from East London. Po-
lice think robbery may have been the motive. Two sus-

pects were arrested and a third was sought. - Ecumenical
News International
*IN'ONE OF THE LATEST ASSAULTS ON CHRIS-
TIANS IN SUDAN, bulldozers sent by the country’s ls-
lamic government destroyed an Anglican church located
in the “Jebel Aulia” refugee camp on May 2. That left 200
mainly southern Christian families homeless, according
tol news reaching Open Deors; the ministry, t,)egun by
Brother Andrew, the Duteh-born author of God's Smug-
gler. The Jebel Aulia camp is inhabited chiefly by Chris-
tians displacedifrom war-torn squthern Sudan, who live @
life of extreme poverty. The partial clearance of the gamhp,
situated about 32 miles to the south of Khartoum in the
middle of the desert, was undertaken because the gov-
t has allocated the land for agriculture. Residents
. ive in the burning heat without access o
ng‘g\g}:\(ueaigrh;’o%énand shelter. Two women have already
2 ’ inaitis is also threatening many
died from heat, and meningitis is a Al
lives. Mike Yoder, communications Qtre"ctor P oLl
id this “incident of aggression” by Sudanese gov
o Satldftf?tl:isalgl“cagainst thgir natiop's own Christianiciti-
I f their desperate attempts
zens is justthe latestexample 0 Ry
to wipe out the Church andicreate a wholly St
But praise the Lord, Sudan's Chnstlans are! e
: pd We at OpenDoors continue to seesigns @ i
Eﬁast,idén and we've recently heard_thz‘at a:s ren;?ycisngw_
million decisions we‘zgdr?g:j; ;o; rﬁggtst:e?jsszdanese s
‘F‘g prayets w:rre_ a/?ssist Communications ST
e ADITIONALISTS HAVE BEENYI\lrﬁ«l\é\yE% o
ENIOR POSTS in the province of of o
SEN Hope. The current Archdeacon o Pt
o L will succeed the At o Gorh'?dren Laddas,
! LaddSWh'tb Married with three grown ¢ ,b e
Bishop.of i logboses women's ordman?‘n Lé e
&7 Sgyvsvomen priests in his amrchdeeal}cizs;_‘x:1 2 Archdea-
porte enly traditionalist George’ 5 entaniy
th OUtSpoi}:eﬁll)l’ bre the Rev. Richard Seed, ggeg saidhe
wi Camens issue, Seed said he
con of nggston Spa. On tbe wome;\ iulssst;\le il of God for
v|car§ sthat wecan otill discern wnat s t
hope ~

hole efthe Church.” - The Churchiof Englan ”
the whole © v

paper/Church Times
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RSN
ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS:

*FORT WORTHIEPISCOPAL BISHOP JACK IKER has
directed an Episcopal church in Wichita Falls to deny
meeting space to the city's chapter of Parents, Families
and Friends of LLesbians and Gays (PFLAG), because the
group's mission is ‘too controversial.” According to the
Daifas Vioice, a spokesman said lker, a traditionalist, had
no objection to PELAG’s goal of providing support to gay
and lesbian youths and friends. But he found objection-
able “another part of that purpose—I can’t remember the
exactwording—{having] to do with ‘promoting the enlight-
enment™ or “transformation of society’ i regards to gays
and lesbians,” the spokesman said.

*THE REV. CANON H. BOONE PORTER, LITURGIST,
educator, author, and editor of The Living Church from
1877-90, has died in Connecticut at the age of 76. Porter
was amember ofithe Standing Liturgical Commission from
1961-76 and was one ofithe primary architects of the 1979
Book of Common Prayer. He wrote many. of its prayers,
most notably Eucharistic PrayerA. He had served onithe
faculties of Wisconsin's Nashotah House and New York’s
General Theological Seminary, and was an advocate for
the vitality of the church in small communities and the
ministry of allithe baptized. “He was far ahead of his time
inipromoting the raising up of ‘local priests’ to serve only
in the comgregations that spensored them,” said David
- Kavelage, present editor of TLC. “His support for the re-
newalof the permanent diaconate has brought to life con-
gregations of all sizes.” - Episcopal Life

*‘FORMERARKANSAS EPISCOPAL BISHOP HERBERT
A.DONOVAN JR. IS TEMPORARILY LEADING THE DIO-
CESE OF NEW JERSEY, in place of Bishop! Joe Morris
Doss. Doss was pushed into early retirement—albeit with
a $1.1 million separation package—due to complaints
about his leadership style. The unanimous choice of New

Jersey's'standing committee, Donovan, 59, better known
forhis\work on'spiritual issues than socialiones; will shep-
herd thei64,000-member diocese until January, whemn an-
otherinterimbishopiisitobe appointed. Doss stepped down
June 30 to take a sabbaticall leave of absence until' his
resignationbecomes effectivein September 2001, atwhich
time the diocese will elect another bishop. - Episcopal
News Service/Associated Press

*GEORGIANA SIMCOX, wife of the Ven. Dr. Carroll
Simeox, noted author andleditor, died' June 18'in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida, after a long battle with Parkinsen’s Dis-
ease. A graduate of' the University of Minnesota, Mrs.
Simeoex taught school before: marrying Dr. Simecox, and
bearing/twe children, ason, Peter, whollives in St. Peters-
burg, and'a daughter, Ann, who lives ini Maryland. Ser-
vices andlinterment of ashes were on July 10'atAlliSaints’
Chureh;, MillsiRiver, North Carolina, where the Simcoxes
tormerly resided. Expressions of sympathy. may: be semnt
10.Dr. Simeox at: Sunsetat North Shore, 938 Beach Drive
INE #1108, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

OF GENERAL INTEREST:

“TWO MUSLIM FAMILIES WILL LOSE THEIR ROLE
AS SOLE GATEKEEPERS OF THE CHURCH OF THE
HOLY SEPULCHER in Jerusalem, more than 800 years
after they were entrusted with the only key to one of
Christendomis holiest sites. Rival Christian sects, who
have spent centuries jealously safeguarding their corners
of the shrine, have come to an agreement on opening
anotherdoor—a breakthroughdecision on one ofithe Holy,
Landis therniest millennial conundrums. Some! four mil-
lion pilgrims are expected to visit the church for the mil-
lennium. Greek Orthodox, RomaniCathelic and Armenian
Orthodox groups share main control of the church, but
the Ethiopian, Egyptian Copt and Syrian churches also
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A Schﬁ of Prayer

he Rt. ReV. Brother John-Charles, FODC

~wed By The Rt Rev. Edward MacBurney,
VIl Bishop Of Quincy

NE HASN'T HAD THE PRIVILEGE of sitting under
John Charles, FODC, in retreat, then the next best thing

grofh%rook’ A'School of Prayer.

B Ve attended a clergy retreat and he has been my confes-

o it was with great anticipation that I read this little book.

501, 50 lthat [ would discover in its pages the erudition, the wis-
éﬁfgnd almost best qf all, the humor of this Australian friar-
bishop. And tomy delight, thcy were all there'. -

Br John-Charles concludes his bopk with a conviction cen-
iral to his way Of teaching on prayer: ‘“We have to come to God
a5 we are for better and for ill; otherwise we could never come

aintainia presence there. - Associated Press
“THE OPENING OF JESUS’ TOMB IN JERUSALEM
may/be imminent. The rock-cut tomb, which rests within
aniedicule ini Jerusalemis Church of the Holy Sepuleher,
has\gone unopened for nearly two centuries, because of
disagreement between competing church authorities with
fights over the sepulcher. But the start of the third Chris-
tian millennium seems to be a fitting time to rediscover
ine'site, and an Oxford archeology professor, Martin
Bidale, could be the first person permitted to measure
and record it. The reopening would establish for the first
ime; whether the tomb genuinely dates from the first.cen-
WUy Tihe tomb also is expected to reveal artwork or other
Slgrjs of veneration by the earliest believers in Christ's
(esUirection. Other than that, of course, the tomb is ex-
EZCtgd to be empty. As the angel announced, ‘He is not
Ti;;;e_'_he nas risen.” - Minneapolis Star and. Tribune/The
tT‘?? (London)
e o FBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH has demanded
chureh g | lon of President Slobodan Milosevic. The
tlo.erlfios blﬁ”@ been among Milosevie's harshest domes-
fullstan d, . the .June 15 call represented its most forge-
S 2)601agamst the president, whose term of qﬁ!ce
eConstry; NATO governments have balked at aiding
il se‘vicuCt'On of Serbia as long as power is stnll'he|d
I orimes t}-‘é’h" has been indicted by an international
1 Ibunal for atrocities carried!out by Serb-led
2fCesiniKosovo. - Religion News Service/Chris-

ENORTHODOX BISHOP MUST RETIRE TO
orer AR AWAY FROM HIS DIOCESE, the

=mebady has ruled, following a scandal over
elleading young conservative prelate nas
N9 male seminarians. Bishop: Nikon, 88, of
&5, RF‘SS}a’S fourth biggest city—was accused
inihis diocese of surrounding himsett
clergy who “supply” him with malelov=

atall.” And o w
S0 we find that his Se :
cal or Catholic, e umse“;ir\é)&al admits us all, Evangeli-

Firmly rooted ;

ot 3
P”“v'”'(‘a:;. Ex;‘:};’}‘efcgp:;l‘{e‘ ASchool of Prayer is eminently
S . § 1S are S J
chapters. I remember especi ¢ scattered ‘Ihroughout the five

g _ xamples of getti

él;éne(s)z off gddre_ssmg God, of being with God‘gof ?ﬁfgggﬁ
Johnl & ar nar-.tlxshop takes seriously his quotation from Dom
e ;;;nua:d VPeray tt]hel »;ray YOu can, not the way you canit.”
] 1y he S | ; ‘
b amhy plul the suggestions for future read-

ors both anci A
Protestant. tent and modern, Catholic and

A School of Prayer is an imme i
' S nsely helpful mtroduction t
thf: !1fe Qf prayer. What a gift for seminarians beginningl the§
munistry in the Church! How grateful T am that Br. John-Charles

has shared so'much of hi 1
: imself with us, as he points
saving God. e

*

A School of Prayer is 102 pages in length and is avail-
able from: The Anglican Parishes Association, 225 Fairway
Drive, Athens, Ga. 30607-1425; 706-546-8834 , fax 706-546-
5536; e-mail: ediller@aol.com. Internet web address is
www.anglicancatholic.org/apa.htm

ers. The priests allege that the bishop's bed became a
path to the priesthoed in the diocese. The bishop's sup-
porters say the accusations were concogcted and that
people have been bribed to speak against him. Bishop
Nikon was appointed in 1993 as bishopof Yekaterinburg,
where he has been largely responsible for'a spectacular
religious revival. Under his leadership the pumber of par-
ishes has grown from 80 to/about 250, and 13 monaster-
ies have opened in the diocese. - Ecumenical News Inter-
national[/The Philadelphia Inquirer

*CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN ARMENIA and throughout
the world are mourning the death of Catholicos Karekin —
leader of the ArmenianApostolic Church andian outstand-
ing/ecumenist, who died of cancer on June 29. He was
66. - Ecumenical News International

+ EADING CHRISTIANS IN INDIA have exprgsfsed ‘re-
lief? over the collapse of the 13-month'old coalition gov=
ernmentled by the Hindu natiopahst party BJP (Bharatiya
Janata Party), butremain “anxious” about the political m—‘
stability troubling their nation. Tr_\er_e ha.ve‘be_er! severa‘
incidents of violence against Chflstlanslln l“nd‘la in.recen
months. Mare recently, the abolmgn o_f lecrlmxnatory prc& ”
visions against India’s religious minarities has beer}\ urﬁgecej :
by the nation's Commission for Minorities (N‘CM). AN :ﬂy‘
by the panel, submitted to the federal government in earty

. June, demands that the forced sreconversion’ of Chris-

i awed under exist-

' indu fundamentalists e outlawed Linder XISt

?r?gnssgeHllgws that ban conversion byl fraud or induce

" Ecumenical News Internationdl o erep

e BRIToH CHURCH HAS ;é'éﬁ';mfciﬂgg ]
ERSING ITS ACCEPTANGE 7 2/

‘T:%m??e%%mmLSTERS»The assemblyof e Unies

Reformed Church (URG) in the United Kingdom. whichy
two years ago became

ihe first mainstream British C“EU“;GH
10 vote to admit practicing homf;%?"*“‘?“s !ﬂ'ft%ghe =g
declared on July 7 tnat there 6 1E. & ?:a acceptabilit

indin the church at this time 1o affmitn@/BESRB SIS
mina: in:tne Gt canﬂm)edoﬂ Back Cover
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CALIFORNIA

ILos Angeles (Loz Feliz area)
St. Mary ofi the Angels
Anglican Church

{Anglican Church in America)
4510/Finley Ave: Sun LLow Mass 8a,
Mattins 9:30a, Solemn High Mass
10a; Low Mass 12:30p, Evensong
4p; Mon Mattins 11:45a, Low Mass
noon; Mattins 10a Tues-Sat (with
Low Mass on'Sat); Vespers 7p Tues,
Wed, Fri, Sat (with Low Mass on
‘Wed| Fri):; The Rev. Gregory Wilcox.,
213/660-2700, 660-2708

Orange County (Newport Beach)
St. Matthew’s Church
(Anglican Catholic Church)

1723 Westeliff Dr.; Sun HC 8a, 10:15a,
SSi(except summer) 9a; Tues Bible
Study 7:30p; Wed Bible Study noon
and!Choral Evensong 6p; Thurs HC
9:30a‘ and Bible Study; Fri Men’s
Moming Prayer 6a; The Rev. Stephen
C; Scarlett; 949/646-1152, fax 949/
650-9541; service information (24
hrs) 949/650-2340

COLORADO

Denver

St Mary’s Church

(Anglican Catholic Church)
2350'S. Clayton; Sun HC 7:30a.
9:30a..12 noon, 6p, Evensong &
Benediction Sp; Daily Masses; The

Rev. Stephen Wallsteadt, 303/ 758-

CONNECTICUT

Ansonia

Anglican Church

‘of the Resurrection

{vaince of Christ the King)
'6/Church St.; Sun 8a LLow, Mass, 1la
\GhorallEucharist: The Rev. Rocco
Flurenza, 203/734-6025, fax 734-6026

ST

ICT OF COLUMBIA

urch _of the Ascension

gﬁ.7 12:30p: Solemn High
Mon-Eri Mass 12:10p;
0a; The Rev. Lane

- Davenport; 202/347-8161

Shhe

AL

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Pompano Beach/
Lighthouse Point

St. John the Theologian
(Anglican Catholic Church)

4213 N. Federal Hwy. (U.S. 1—1/2
mile N. of Sample Rd.); HC Sun 8a,
10a, Wed & Fri 12 noon; The Rev.
Voris G. Brookshire; 954/781-8370

GEORGIA

Savannah

St. John’s Church

(Episcopal Church)

1 West Macon St. (Madison Sq.); Sun
Services 8a; 10:30a; noon; Adult
Classes 9:30a; Church School
10:30a; 1928 BCP; The Rev. William
Ralston; 912/232-1251

IOWA

Des Moines

St. Aidan’s Cathedral Parish
(Anglican Church in America)
4911 Meredith; Sun 9:10a Matins,
9:30a HC & Church School; Tues
12:30/p HC; Wed 5:45p EP & HC:
Fri 8a HC; The Rev. Bradford
Johnson; The Most Rev. Louis W-
Falk: The Rt. Rev. Wellborn Hudson;
515/251-4966; fax 515/251-4964;
FrBradford@aol.com

MARYLAND

Bladensburg

St. Luke’s Parish

(Episcopal Church/EIF-NA)
Annapolis Rd. (Rte. 450) at 53rd
Street: Sunday 8a/lLow Mass, 10a High
Mass, SS 9:30a; Tues HC 10a;
followed by breakfast and Bible Study,
Thurs HC 7p; all'services 1979 BCP
Rite I; The Rev. Canon Edmond Ilogu
(Priest-in-Charge): 301/439-1628,
church phone/fax: 301/927-6466.

NORTH CAROLINA

Hillsborough

All Saints’ Pro-Cathedral
(United Episcopal Churchiof N.A.)
Barracks Rd.; Sun lla HC lst & Sth;
MP 2nd, 3rd, 4th; The Most Rev:

Stephen C. Reber; 800/782-9344, fax
704/871-0292

OREGON

Bend

St. Paul’s Anglican Church
(Anglican Church in dmerica)

568 Savannah Dr.; Sun 8 Low Mass,
9:30a MP'or HIC, Lla Solemn Mass;
1928 BCP/American Missal; The
Very Rev. Stanley Macginvin, the

8-1031  Rev. Stephen Shope; 541/385-1774

1L
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PENNSYLVANIA

Houston
Philadelphia St. Thomas' Episcopal Church
Church of St. James the Less  ng Senoe!
(Independent/FIF-NA) fee ‘

4800 Jackwood: Sun 8a HC. 9a SSall
ages, 10:15a HC (MP 2nd Sunj, 6:1Sp
EP (Evensong 6p 4th Sun); Mon-Frni%
MP (school days only); The Rev.
Wayland Coe; 713/666-3111. fax
713/668-3887

Midland

St. Paul’s Anglican Church
(Anglican Church in America)

3001 W. Golf Course Rd., Sun HC
10:30a. SS 9:30a; 1928 BCP; The Rev.
Dale Stinson: 915/699-4088

3227 W. Clearfield St.: Sun Low
Mass 8a; Sung Mass 10a; (Summer
Low Mass with Hymns 9a);
Weekdays Masses: Tues & Thurs 6p:
Wed' 10a; Fri 9a; Sat 9:30a; American
Missal/1928 BCP; The Rey. David
Qusley; 215/229-5767

Rosemont

The Church of the Good Shepherd
(Episcopal Church/FIF-NA)
Lancaster and Montrose Avenues; Sun

34 Low Mass, 10a High Mass, Nursery  Terzell
9:45a. Sunday School 10:45a, Adult Good Shepherd
Forum 11:45a; Weekday Holy (Episcopal Church)

Eucharist: Mon-Fri 12:05p. Wed 7a,
Thurs (with healing) 6p. Sat 9a; Daily
Offices: Morning Prayer, Mon-Fri 92,
Sat 8:30a; Evening Prayer. Mon-Fri
5p; Organ Recital and Choral

Sun HC 3a (Rite T), 10:30a (Rite ), SS
9:30a; Wed HC & Bible Study 10a, HC
6:30p; The Rev. Robert G. McBride;
972/563-2412

Evensong 7p on Lt Suns ofiFeb, Mar, VIRGINIA
May, Nov; The Rey. David Moyer,
rector: 610/525-7070; fax 525-7514 Leesburg/Dulles
Our Saviour, Oatlands
(Episcopal Church)
Route 15 at Goose Creek. eight miles
SOUTH CAROLINA south of Leesburg; Sun HC 82, HC or
Florence MP with SS & Nursery 9:30a, call far

EP times; the Rev. ElijahiWhite;

Anglican Church of Qur Saviour o 53¢ 4357

(Anglican Catholic Church)
Stouden Mire Chapel, 100 block E.

S lmorto St.. Sun9a, HC2nd & 4, BRITISH COLUMBIA
MP 1st. EP.3d; the Rev. James K.

g S . Vancouver
Short, priest-in-charge; contact St. Peter & St. o]

i : 59-6615
iouiscisalicneceiblE (Anglican Catholic Church of Canada)

4580 Walden (off Main at 30th); Sun
3:30a Sung Mattins, 9a Sung Mass,

TEXAS Thurs Mass 10:30a: ALSO Matsqut,
Alpine Half Moon Bay and Pitt Meadows,
Holy Cross Anglican Church Parish lnfonna‘li(.m. 604/878-3276¢ the
PG & Rev. Michael Shier, 604/951-3733

N. 2nd'at Brown; Sun HC 10a: Wed
HE noon; Holy Days HC noon; 1925
BCP: The Rev. Keith Steinhurst; 915/
837-7463

WANT TO SEE YOUR
PARISH LISTED HERE?
Your orthodox Anglican parish be-
comes eligible for a FREE listing in

Dallas (Far North) out Church Directory (subject to TCC's

The Churchiofithe advertising policy) with the purchase
Holy Communion of a bundle subscription of 15 or more
(Independent) copies of eachiissue of THE CHRIS-

17405 Muirfield Dr. (Bent Tree
North Development, Frankford &
Tollway): Sun 9a Family Bucharist,
104 Christian education all' ages. 114
MP & Sermon (HC Lst Sun); Holy
Days as announced: Bent liee
Episcopall School (Christian pre=
school age 2-Kindergarten); The Rew.
David Edman, rector: the Rey, Bhilip
Johnson MD, deacon; The Rey.
Samuel Steere. deacont 972/248-
6505, fax 248-6593, rectar e-maiis
cherector@msn.cony

TIAN CHALEENGE tovayear. Thean- |
nual costof $230 for the minimum {5
copies is a $100 savings over the cost
of the same number of individuat §
subseriptions, and youn pazishs fist= §i-
ing appears in cach issus for a year. §
| Direct paymentand parishioforma-

| tionito: TCC, 1208 I nden

| Ave.SE Washingts
| andiM




