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i country’s main opposition party, Movement for
g%%:chthic Chgge. has lodged a court challenge to the
vote and was planning mass protest to force another elec-
tion. - Ecumenical News International/Reuters _
*TAIWANESE SCIENTISTS have cloned pigs that
carry genetic material from both human and pig cells, a
move they think might lead to new treatments for hemo-
philia and other diseases. The three female pigs were
delivered by Caesarean section in April and were in ex-
cellent health, the government-funded Anlmal Technol-
ogy Institute said. Wong Chung-nan, the director of the
institute, said that five foreign orgam_zahong have suc-
cessfully cloned pigs, but that Taiwan is the first to clone
them from two cells, instead of a single cell. After the
cloned pigs grow to maturity, their milk is expected to
contain a human clotting factor that can be used to heal
people with hemophilia, Wong said. The Ta?wanese in-
stitute is undenrtaking a four-year research project to clone
more pigs and produce clotting and other medicines, he
said. It also plans to work with foreign scientific research
organizations to advance the cloning technology so that
it can be used to clone pigs whose organs can be trans-
planted into human beings without being rejected, Wong
said. - The Associated Press
*THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES of Christ
(NCCC) was encouraging Christian churches to participate
in an Interfaith Hospitality Project as a tangible way to ob-
serve the anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks
on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The project
calls on congregations to extend an “Open House” wel-
come to neighboring Muslims in early September, as a way
to commemorate the tragedy. - Episcopal News Service
*PRESIDENT BUSH has signed a bill allowing death
benefits to be paid to the domestic partners of firefighters
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and police officers who die in the line of duty, permanently
extending a federal death benefit to same-sex couples for
the first time. The new law, retroactive to September 11, °
2001, allows a $250,000 federal benefit for survivors of \
public safety officers to be paid to any beneficiary listed on, |
the victim's life insurance policy. The money has been avalil- !
able only to spouses, children and parents. Domestic part- .
ners are not included in other federal death benefits, such
as burial assistance. Gay activists had lobbied for the bily, !
but it riled some conservatives and the Justice Depant- ,
ment, which said the bill was “likely to create unintended !
and unfortunate results.” “Homosexual folks see thisas a .
first step toward recognizing homosexuality on the same
level as marriage, and that's what it will be used for,” said
the Rev. Lou Sheldon, chairman of the Traditional Valyes |
Coalition. - The Washington Post 1
*CARL MCINTIRE, a fiery preacher and an outspoken !
and tenacious critic of the ecumenical movement, died |
earlier this year at the age of 95. Mclntire had been in
failing health for years and died in March in Voorhees, !
New Jersey, not far from his home in nearby Collingswood,
where he served a congregation for more than 60 years, :
“Only eternity will tell of the countless souls rescued from ,
cults and the modernist churches due to the influence of
this man,” commented Dr. Morris McDonald of the Pres- .
byterian Missionary Union. Mcintire was best known for -
his motto “A man who will not use his freedom to defend -
his freedom does not deserve his freedom.” In support of :
his causes, Dr. McIntire published the Christian Beacon
newspaper, preached on radio’s 20th Century Reforma- °
tion Hour, and at various times directed the American :
Council of Christian Churches and the International Coun-

cil of Christian Churches. - Ecumenical News International/Pres-
byterians Week ll
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WILLIAMS: WHAT DID
WE EXPECT?

Jesus asked the multitude three times, concerning John the
Baptist: “What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A man
clothed in soft raiment? Behold they that wear soft clothing are
in king’s houses. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet?”
(St. Man 11:7,8,9). Christ was telling the multitude that, in spite
of his rough appearance, John the Baptist was a man of God
who served the Lord in a unique way.

Today, a multitude of people have expressed dismay, aston-
ishment and disbelief when told that the next Archbishop of
Canterbury was likely to be [and we now know will be -Ed.] the
Welsh Primate, the Rt. Rev. Rowan Williams.

But what did we all expect? What did we go out to see? If we
went out to see a prophet, a man of God, we were sorely disap-
pointed. What we did see was 2 man “that walketh in the coun-
sel of the ungodly, who standeth in the way of sinners and sitteth
in the seat of the scornful.” (Psalm 1:1)

The Archbishop of Canterbury is the Prime Bishop of the
Anglican Communion, and he is also the bishop of the local
province and Diocese of Canterbury. Although his authority
differs from that of the Pope, the office does have certain simi-
larities. The Pope is the Prime Bishop of the Roman Catholic
Church and also bishop of the Diocese of Rome. The Pope is
elected by the College of Cardinals who represent the world-
wide Church.

However, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who represents the
worldwide Anglican Communion, is not elected by representa-
tives of that Church, such as the primates of the 38 Anglican
provinces. In fact, the Archbishop of Canterbury is not elected
by the Church at all...The main selection rests with the Prime
Minister and the [political] party in power which he represents...

G LA PoopSo—.

Cartoon courtesy of Salve!

When one understands [this] it is easy to see why one bishop
is chosen over another. The Prime Minister would want to ap-
point an Archbishop who supports the policies of his political
party...As an example, if the government is considering legaliz-
ing same-sex marriages, [he] would want an Archbishop who
would promote this agenda. That is why [Archbishop] Will-
iams. who has ordained a priest who practices sodomy., would
“fit in" with the social programs of a liberal government. No
consideration is ever made of the theology of the candidate for
Archbishop because the members of Parliament are not learned
in theology and because their concern is only for social and
governmental issues.

What did we go out to see? If we went to see a man of God
we were sorely disappointed. If we went to see an Archbishop
who would represent and relate to all of the provinces of the
Anglican Communion we were disappointed. If we went to see
an Archbishop who could lead the Church from the heresies of
the present day to godliness and righteousness, we were disap-
pointed. What we saw was a reed shaken by the wind.

The Rev. George Burns
Amelia Istand, Florida

IT CAN’T HAPPEN HERE?

We knew it would never happen in Texas. We were wrong...

The Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest based right here in
our diocese has embarked on a policy to equate the institution
of holy matrimony with the popular secular notion of cohabita-
tion [between homosexual couples]. It has decreed that the two
are equal in the eyes of God.

If you say, “Not in my parish. Not in my diocese,” guess
again...Parents: is this what you want your daughters and sons
to hear preached next Sunday?

The Bible describes in detail the covenant of holy matrimony
as the only appropriate union. It very specifically speaks against
the alternatives...

The Biblical foundation of Christianity is at stake. You have the
opportunity to stand up, speak up, and refuse to give up. You'll get
that opportunity on June 15 when you vote to elect a new bishop.

Fred J. Curry, Jr.

Episcopal Diocese of Texas

Executive Board Member

Member, Task Force for the Election of the Bishop Coadjutor

The foregoing was a letter sent to all delegates to the Diocese
of Texas’ special council June 15. That gathering elected a mod-
erate liberal, former Lexington Bishop Don Wimberly, to ulti-
mately succeed Texas Bishop Claude Payne, bypassing several
other candidates, including at least one conservative. Payne
chairs Yhe Seminary of the Southwest's board of trustees, and
(as noted in the last issue) helped announce the school’s change
of policy on sexual morality for faculty and students. - Ed.

ACCOKEEK AFTERMATH

Go back to the events leading up to the meeting that [produced]
The Affirmation of St. Louis and the birth of the Continuing
Churches, or the events leading up to the founding of the Reformed
Episcopal Church, and you will see that absolutely nothing ever
changes in the manner in which ECUSA handles dissent, even when
there may be merit to the case of those in dissent.

—_—

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER, 2002 3



When [Bishop) Jane Dixon [argued to the court] that the can-
ons mean whatever she thinks they mean, she [was] simply ex-
tending the actual manner in which dioceses have been run for
many decades from being de facto to de jure.

Forget the Bible, Sacraments, and Creeds: The only part of
the so-called Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral that ECUSA still
upholds is the episcopate, which it has inflated to an almost
unrecognizable distortion of the idea of bishop as chief pastor.

ECUSA is govemed by princes of the church, who after their
election are responsible to no one...for their actions.

The Rev. James T. Payne
Houston, Texas
stoc@ghgcorp.com

IN HOSTILE TERRITORY

1 just received my first issue of TCC...and [ am wholly satis-
fied. A friend...suggested I obtain a subscription and ] am happy
I followed his recommendation...

I am (a]...conservative... member of a liberal northside Chi-
cago parish [within ECUSA). Just how liberal? A feminist fe-
male rector, [a] practicing homosexual male assistant and a les-
bian Christian education director! | knew the parish was liberal
when | began attending two years ago, but [it] seems [now to be
sliding] into liberal oblivion...

The Christian education director “came out” at a parish Lenten
fprpm. The rector sounded very much like she was in favor of
living together outside of marriage in a Lenten sermon. The
shorter form of an epistle reading was chosen from the lectionary,
so that the portion which read “have nothing to do with fomica:
tors” was lcft out (though the lector read that portion, anyhow)
Tt.xe Bay assistant has a [penchant] for bringing up [homosexu:
ality] in sermons, especially on occasions—e, g, baptisms—when
there are many guesis in the congregation.

I'sent a two-page e-mail detailing my concerns to the rector,
and we then met. Ten minutes into an hoyr meeting | knew lhe’
whole thing was a waste of time, All of my concerns were just
brushed aside. The rector denies it’s “the libera] way or the high-
way,‘j as I put it, but it is the libera] way, or else! She kept
mentioning...how hospitality had always been very important
to her—implying I'm not hospitable, loving or tolerant enough

| _have read...about [how traditionalists have been rcceivedi
by liberal clergy {in other places}, but this was my first experj-
ence of it...Liberals talk much of “inclusiveness” apd “toler-
ance,” but they are very threatened by any other viewpoint byt
their own.

I have found a traditionalist parish, but the distance is too
great (I'm dependent on public transit)... Thank God for the tra-
ditionalist priest in my city. He is a source of prayers and
support. Publications such as TCC are another wonderful mo.
rale booster...Keep up the good work.

Michele Hagermg
churchlady3 | @aol.co;

We urged the writer to contact an orthodox parish in her city,
and are pleased to repont that she will be attending St. Pay|'s by
the Lake, Chicago. - Ed.

ST. MARY’S, DENVER

As a subscriber to THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE. I Wﬂ-;'_
especially pleased to see in the ] uIy-August 2002 lssueE a l;:;-
article and photo of St. Mary’s |f,'hul;:h in lg;:nver, [an Epi

al-turned-Anglican Catholic Church parish].

¢ As a soldicf stationed in Denver during WWII, I first _f‘i‘;
countered that holy place when it was about half the size lFr
today—the church proper, that is. The legendary foundler, ar:
Gustave Ambrose Charles Lehman, was the rector the 5o tedl:)or
ish priest there in 1944 when I first visited the‘p]acc. Nex s
was a one-story brick house that served as parish center, p b

hall, etc. Fr. Lehman lived in a room in a la.rge house m;:ll'wli"-lc

He told me the story of St. Mary’s beginnings—some \;hcn-
managed to begin and build it on a proverbial shoestring. ctech;
ever anyone gave him money for the church, or a given Pt i
he’d immediately put it in “Father’s Bank”—which meamrity A
book in his vast library. When questioned about the qul:ation!"
that bank, his reply was “only Father knows the Combl(l_'],‘atholic

His whole being and behavior seemed to exude tl‘lt’—f 507 af
Faith and practice. He was a member of the class oﬂ being
Nashotah House—he was so young he had tt}c:ov;s]t (after
made a deacon) to be advanced to the pries . .

His [remains] are [reverently] entombed bencatl',l the héflt’oalst::
of St. Mary’s today. One might speculate how he’d rea J hon
such a handsome cluster of buildings that have develope
the simple beginnings he nourished and foslerf:d-u

In some respects Gustave Lehman could be rightfu
“The American Curé d’Ars” because his entire life was gf .
personal austerity and sacrifice for the advanccmerlldte i)
Catholic Faith. It was at St. Mary’s (at the behest of Fr. < and 1
that I sang my first Solemn High Mass—while my wit€
Were on our honeymoon. .

One could only speculate how many vocations to :
lleod were fostered or somehow guided by St. Mary's

hman in particular.

It is encouraging to learn that St. Mary’s is now a cangﬁﬁ
and it would be a fitting memorial if somehow Fr. Lehman,s Ca-
be declared (posthumously) “Dean Emeritus of St. Mary
thedral, Denver.” o

If St. Mary’s congregation still has some members who iy A
ally remember Fr. Lehman, they would do a great service 7
assembling an anthology of stories and sayings about him-
be glad to make some contributions.

Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and may Light PerPe
shine upon him?

1y labeled
ne o

the priest-
and Fr.

tual

D.D.
The Rev. Theron R. Hughes, SSC'St reet

1825 Spring 2.0
Quincy, lllinots 30

STRANGER IN THE PULPIT; .
clergy
e but

...Your article Sy g astic!
" anger In The Pulpit” was fanl' ;

:r::)l(l 5rc.9enm,0n of the gradual demise of the Christial
her ; QClUmcnu;d_ I'm certain [Mrs.] Faber didn’t intend t

t

; : go

men‘:gelfve ®Xplains exactly how the Roman Catholic c1€TBY 7y
“HVES M0 such a serigys mess, We are now in the last

Fr. Glenn C- rired

; Chicago. """ 4
Diocese Ué: nandler. Arizo!
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HISTORICAL SURVEY, ETC.

I have thought for some time to send you a little something
to thank you for all that you have done and are still doing for
God’s Church. The historical survey was magnificent, and
should find its way into a book.

The beauty of TCC is that it includes all of Anglicanism, not
just the “official [ECUSA]." Your efforts are greatly appreciated...I
always look forward to the CHALLENGE, and read it with joy
(and sometimes tears), but always thankfully.

William A. Nickolds
Sanibel Island, Florida

DO AFRICANS KNOW?

I wonder whether many people from Africa know the
treasures...in your magazine!...

(Your] editors [examine] Anglican communities globally,
addressing the various aspects and agents of evangelization.

[TCC] is undoubtedly an invaluable resource for both Chris-
tians and theological students, particularly those with an inter-
est in Anglicanism...Thank you very much for this great service
you offer and I pray that Almighty God bless your work.

Jonathan H. Mwashillindi
Usa River, Tanzania

(]

Now In Print!

The Cottage
People

By John Omwake

Set in a small community, this
satirical novel has some fun
with both the Episcopal and

Continuing Churches

Published through Xlibris
ORDER TODAY

Call 888/795-4274, ext. 238,

| order online at www.xlibris.com/bookstore
or order through your local bookstore

L

Do You Remember???

The 1928
Book Of Common Prayer
with King James Bible
and Apocrypha

Do You Remember Preservation Press???

We reprinted this magnificent Anglican Classic
several years ago. Many of you have inquired
about this beautiful book and the store. Preser-
vation Press is no longer operational, but I do
have a small number of these wonderful books
remaining. The book is bound in fine genuine
leather with gold gilded pages and six colored rib-
bons. The price is $110.00.

This book is Truly a Lifetime Treasure

To order please send check to:
Norma Del Viscio
961 Russell Mill Rd., Swedesboro, NJ 08085

Divided We Stand: A History of the
Continuing Anglican Movement

By Douglas Bess

Divided We Stand is the first comprehensive
history of the Continuing Anglican Movement. This
new book examines the traditionalist dissent within
the Episcopal Church that began in the 1960s, and
then covers the formation and institutional
histories of the various separatist bodies, including
the AOC, AEC, AECNA, ACC, ACA, APCK, UEC, ARJA,
EMC, CEC, AMiA, and others. [ISBN: 0-9719636-0-6;
5 14 x 8 /4 paperback, 300 pages]

Send Check or Money Order for $22.00 to:

Tractarian Press
5225 Canyon Crest Drive, 71-295
Riverside, CA 92507

Price includes shipping costs. Please allow 2-4
weeks for delivery. For more information, please
visit our website at tractarianpress.com; or email
us at darbyanderson@tractarianpress.com
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Dr..Carroll Simcox

The St Louis Church Congress —
25 Years On

Our Biblical And
Moral Imperative

By The Rev. Dr. Carroll Simcox

WE HAVE COME TOGETHER i this C

saints or heroes or martyrs or revolutionaries, by 45 Anglican
Christians who fee] upon ourselves 4 prophetic burden, whe
believe that we are hearing a ca); that comes g g from the
Beyond. the Above, ang the Withip,
We come as stewargs of the mysteries of God, mindfyl of St.
Paul’s counsel thatjt s Tequired i Stewards that 2 man he found
faithful (1 Cor. 4:2).1f}, be true thyy 5 Christian individua) myg;

be faithful in what the Loy pyq entrusted to him, how much
more must the Church be faithfu)!

ongress, not as

ers of the Protestant Episcopa)

; urch (the Fprocc al Church
}intheir e o

: ; Mewardship that we have come
together in obedience (o that Vojce which summons us.

For we 100 are the Church, p, less than are they who have
undertaken 10 alter to thejr OWN tasie the dxtrne, the discj-
pline. the ministry, and the morality of the Church as if iy were
their Church and not the Lord's, 4 the Church that we yre
now gathered. knowing that we are logether 1n the [org'y Name
and that therefore He is in the Mids{ of g
We all agree that some decisigp, Made by recent General
Com entions are contrary 1o God'y wjj; and therefore (o be re-
Jected. Yet some of us have come to thy Congress reluctantly
and uncertainly. for despite our disillusionments about |ECUSA]
# 1 owr immediate family in Christ ang we love jl.

6

e e i R M

TCC’s 40th Anniversary Series

; dresses

ntinue here with our reprise of selec;er;' f?gassem-

e 1977 Church Congress in St. Lou:_éan i

il ﬁ?e launched most of the North .Arr?er;ms Pl

bg %’;;SZ:!? movement. We also reprint in e
in

7 ] ather once
gress will be marked as tradmonai; gn?gﬁfls g
again in St. Louis September 171-13.

our pastors

Moreover, we have been thoroughly t?:vgchstt ?1:' sins. It bas

and maslers,lhat schism is among the glicc and all unchan-

been identified by them with hatred, mz wiflful and perverse
tableness. It has been defined by them a

separation from the Body of Christ. ed to explain to us “::;:
Too seldom have they been challeng ntaries ago did w'rhe
the revered Anglican reformers of four ce the papal fol 4. he
they led the Church of England out 'fromThe Anglicans h;]“
Romanists have always called it schzsn;;:hism vy Lhcuo e
always called it liberation. Is it pcrhapz €2 Or perhaps tru
fellow does it and liberation when wfhc ther sid ef"-’ s
on our side of the Pyreqe;:s, error on o hose magisteri et
Some of us have uncritically accep i

ekly ac
2 have me [3
nitions and denunciations of schism, and conclave as thi

. el
esced in their implication that in such a r;t]’ may have coq}:’ to
Wwe are dallying with mortal sin. And so Zl aise if not of gui e
St. Louis with some feelings of moral m that through our =
there is any of that feeling in you, I h°§f ly Spirit will con ey
lowship with one another in Christ, the Holy in some others o
t0 you, as He has to us, that in this matter aj?:c of General Cgb.
have all been falsely indoctrinated. The Vof the Liberal Est -
vention—the voice of “815”—the voice ac])cj ng to us pof)rpf:;lsc
lishment—is not the voice of the Lord spe d_ Rather it is
ants in the only language we can understar:his suile.
voice of Jacob who has lost his faith but }x:o and I stress }
We are a movement within the Church, e i
the Church, 5 at NOw
I appeal to Scripture and I call you to w.lmfisosntgnd canons 0:
the New Testament do we find the cons.tlf_ually ordaincd._?;s
[ECUSA] divinely delineated and Domjm(;ﬁch Jesus Chris
only Church we find there is that body of w. crtbiers, i
the Head and all baptized people are the me the offices of bapn
And it is no accident that when you study ok o Commot-
lism, instruction, and confirmation in the fl.; ?encc to the Pr?n ’
Prayer (BCP) you do not find there any re fhc Anglican Corch
estant Episcopal Church, or for that matter to that one Chua)’-
munion. The Prayer Book references are a'_l ‘o accident, I ?an
of which the New Testament speaks. That is ‘:jo roduced bY 4
because the [BCP] was compiled, writtt?n. an ?jghl)’ and cO
Anglican church whose leaders were still thoro it
sistently biblical believers. nt. It rcccwcnc_
here is only one Church in the New Testame ry for 2 0.ng
Ministry from (e Lord—a one-and-only m]m[si] His Com‘f_i[
and-only Church (o pe pis body upon earth un d we are 0
Again. Thyt gne Church is in the world today, ‘?ncd in the V?n_
and intenq remainin it; but its faith is underml"“.Sc in pri ’
Ouse of jig friends, ang its ministry is compron s and clcrﬁ_’
Ciple, ang jg Jorality debased in practice, by bishop zeitgel

s ; of the 2
un_d others why confuse the seductive whispers O
wilh (he Voice of God,

vithin
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To choose between any essentially
biblical doctrine or precept and any
opposing doctrine or preceptis to
choose between the authority of
God and the authority of man.

Every movement of the Spirit
in which human beings are in-
volved is constantly liable to per-
version and abuse. Here 1 must
speak of one such danger. We
must beware lest this movement
become a present-day version of
the sect of the Adullamites. You

Communion with Canterbury
is like communion with anybody
else in Christ: a good and joyful,
beautiful and blessed thing to
have, if it is given to you and to
him by the Lord: but it is not of
the essence and quiddity of
Anglicanism. So, if your dictio-

will remember—being the good
Bible Christians that you are, or
you wouldn’t be here—that when David was in hiding from the
murderous wrath of Saul he and his band took refuge in the Cave
of Adullam; and, we read, “every one that was in distress, and
every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented,
gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over
them” (I Sam. 22:2).

If you are in distress, welcome to our cave. If you are indebt,
we know only too well how it feels, but we can’t give you any-
thing but love. And if you are discontented, maybe you won't
like us either.

The motive and thrust of this movement is not what brought
the Adullamites together, although of course it is no disgrace to
be distressed and discontented as they were and as we are. But
we are together in the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen
because we are moved by biblical and moral impulsion to be at
our Lord’s disposal as He cleanses and defends His Church in
that portion of it that is called Anglican.

We are Anglicans and we intend to remain Anglicans because
this is our heritage from the Lord. There is nothing wrong with
Anglicanism that a potent re-infusion of true and faithful
Anglicanism cannot cure. If we must leave [ECUSA] it is only
to become liberated Anglicans the better to bear our witness
and to do our work.

BUT HOLD. To be an Anglican is to be in communion with
Canterbury, is it not? That is what some good dictionaries will
tell you. So, if we leave [ECUSA] what happens to our Angli-
can identity?

That is a nice question, which merits the respectful answer I
shall give to it. But in passing I must express some troublement
in my mind that, whereas several anxious souls have asked me
about our communion with Canterbury, not one of them has
asked me about our communion with God! And being an old-
fashioned Bible Christian I can’t shake the feeling that we re-
ally ought to firm up our relations with the Almighty first.

And now to our question. ] answer that Anglicanism is a well-
known, readily identifiable embodiment of Catholic faith, or-
der, worship, ministry and mission, established and exercised
in Evangelical or, if you will, Protestant freedom. Any religiously
literate inquirer, studying any edition of the Book of Common
Prayer from 1549 through American 1928 and Canadian 1962,
would be able to find it all there. There is a community within
the Body of Christ whose rule of believing, worship, and be-
having is set forth in that book. To be Anglican is to belong to
that household of faith.

We so belong and shall continue to belong. If the Archbishop
of Canterbury wishes to belong, he is most welcome to be-
long with us, on the same terms that we do: terms which are
set not by us, and not by him, and not by the British Parlia-
ment, and not by the Anglican Consultative Council, but by
the good and gracious divine Lord who is the Head—the only
Head—of this household.

nary clings to that old and erro-

neous definition of Anglicanism,

you might want to drop a note to the publisher suggesting that a
proper correction be made in the next edition.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? I venture that Abraham
asked that question as he came forth his comfortable home in Ur.
The first followers of Jesus asked that question as they gave up all
to follow Him. The God who calls us is no doubt thoroughly famil-
iar with the question by now, since in one way or another every
living soul has been asking it from the beginning, and will go on
asking it to the end: Where do we go from here? And God’s answer
is always the same: Come and See. Not “Wait and see.” And not
“Just leave that to me.” But "Conte and see.”

Let me recall to you an old Jewish legend, which is told for
our admonition. It relates that when Moses threw the wand into
the Red Sea the expected miracle did not instantly take place
and the sea did not divide itself to open up a dry passage for the
Hebrews. Not until the first man jumped into the sea did the
promised miracle happen and the waves recede. The story poses
no credibility problem to me, because it seems perfectly in char-
acter with the God with whom we have to deal. In every crisis
of what the German pundits call Heilsgeschichte. the salvation-
history of the people of God. there must be some individual or
some group that makes that initial plunge into the Red Sea—
that leap of faith.

We in the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen are making
that leap. To those who share our rejection of the new order in
[ECUSA], but who feel that they must stay there and work and
fight to put the toothpaste back into the tube, I can only offer
this text, confessing that [ feloniously wrest it from its context:
“We go to prepare a place for you!”

1 HAVE BEEN ASKED to set before this Congress our bib-
lical and moral imperative. The terms “biblical” and “‘moral” as
I now use them are distinct but not disjunctive. The imperative
is one, not two. Anglicanism when true to itself is biblical Ca-
tholicism. Whatever is received, believed, taught, and enjoined
in a truly Anglican Church as essential doctrine or as Christian
morality must be rooted and grounded in Holy Scripture.

We are not Bibliolaters or fundamentalists. For us the Word of
God is not that ancient collection of inspired writings known as
the Bible: the Word of God is the second Person of the Blessed
Trinity who was in the beginning with God. whois God, and who
was made flesh and dwelt among us.

God caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning
Christ. The Bible does not give us Christ and explain Him to us.
Rather, Christ gives us the Bible. and explains it to us as we read it
with His Mind in the Holy Spirit. He who is the Word of God
speaks to us through the Scriptures, and through the living tradi-
tion of His Church, and through our personal experience with Him
as our Savior and Friend; and because He cannot deny Himself
there can be no sound doctrine or acceptuble behavior thut essen-

tially contradicts what He caused to be written for our learning.
—
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faithful Anglicanism cannot cure. i

If. therefore, any man or
even an angel from heaven, or

any school of thought, or any
when the only thing to do

synod of the Church, enjoins

start all over again, so fap

upon us any belief or disbelief,
orany conduct to be approved
or condoned that is contrary to “God's Word written” (Article
XX). let him, o it, be anathema. To choose between any essen-
tially biblical doctrine or precept and any opposing doctrine or
precept is to choose between the authority of God and the author-
ity of man.

For us that choice is a simple one. It does not seem to be 0
simple for the presently ruling powers and principalities of
[ECUSA].

ASA LONG-TIME OBSERVER, CRITIC, AND OFTEN
FRIEND of those who have risen to the top of [ECUSA’s] power
structure I have “wondered much, and sorrowed more” at how
some of them climb as they do. I have come to several general
conclusions about it. One of them is that because of the pecu-
liarl position of the Episcopal Church in American culture and
society it is virtually mandatory that anybody who would rise
tohpg$cum, power, and influence in it must be what is called

the Church, be one of ignorance combined with dichat;
. . - : - . WIlh
culminating in indifference and disregard, el
The way of the Biblc-bclieving and Creed-beljevi iran
; ! the : -believing aspirant
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possible, the vital enterprise for which it exists; and that is
we are proposing with God’s Lelp to do. ) )

Our intent is to create an ecclesial structure 1;1 whug]lcP
can Christianity will have a fair chance and a favora

ronment for a new beginning, a second spring.

THREE CENTURIES AGO, Blaise Pascal in "]‘;f:"‘zp,,
troubled by the worldliness of the Church and its resu angcxco
tual impotence, and he reflected: (';Tze Clhu”rch s
lent state, when it is sustained by God only. :

Anglicanism in most of its member Churchcs_cspf:::l;c);
Britain and America—has not enjoyed that exqelleﬂ;-; parts
long time. It is in that holy health today on.ly In so ch to hope
Africa, where it is sustained by God only_- Is it too Ir;;ilcl‘l God is
that in the fellowship of renewed Ang_hcamsm \;l’ who joiR
forming through our enterprise there will be for a Tt
it the zest, the love, the Jjoy, the hope and_ il ellent state
which characterize the Church when sheisin that cxcmy prayer
of being sustained by God only? That is my hope.
and my confident expectation. ) u

It cgme to me recc}:l:ly. as | was meditating mg L‘;:{Q‘.';;’aﬁﬂ
thestory of Eljah the Prophet n the days of Ahab the King &7
Jezebel the Queen, that there was in that FP‘SOde ?j theologies
history an interplay of some interest, attltl_lde- an our OWn.
which recur, mutatis mutandis, in all ages, mCIUd":jghjm

I have no doubt that when Elijah gathered aroun the knee 10
7,000 unreconstructible Yahwists who refus."d o bowwerc scom-
Baal—oreven to exchange the Peace with him— thea)i Establish-
fully denounced as a “splinter sect” by the Libera us queen
ment, which ruled the court. Was not their g-ra(;lloMother of
Jezebel, the prototypical ecumenist, the very Prim e compre-
the movement? She wanted a roomier church, a mo;u three—
hensive religion. She wanted both sexes—possibly thood of

ies
to be represented in both the pantheon and ﬁﬂ;:nfilz?lavc to be

Israel. Why then did Elijah and his fanatical fri __put let’s
so difficult, so—I was about to say “unAnglican
make it “inflexible”? dmoni-

We all know the answer to that one, and for our ?lw?[ aw:alS be-
tion and guidance here and now let us mark it we fonge dtoa
Cause they never for a moment forgot that they be ed to him-
Jealous God. He did not belong to them—they pc]-ozfgand mo
And we belong to that same jealous God. Qur biblic od and 10
lijl:nﬁ)eratiw: is to know that we belong to}t;lis jealous

©1ave accordingly by simply obeying Him. at state”

Our libera] co-grf:)l(ig:')o:;nistsp v{ould agree with p artisl)r‘:ctlh distaste
ment, but the language about obedience they would d abhorre™
ful and the assertion about obedience they would ﬁrlr urch

I could cite scores of examples from contempo deputic y
life of what | mean, but one will suffice. Most of mfong o odt;
the last Genera] Convention would agree that we bcbul many

€Y might even allow that He is a jealous God» e-defininé l
them woy|q want to de-toxify that nasty word by rhilS goné of;
clean away. They would have to agree that Gt low view 9
fecord in the Holy Scriptures as taking a rather vel, whe?
adultery, fornication, all or any extramarital (':Olwsﬁ r ord £
several efforts were made to put the convention g‘_qapproves.
disapproving those sins, which presumably ot C&
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they just couldn’t bring them- . . . o e

0 doi. AR Our intent is to create an ecclesial structure ‘;‘"O‘]’y‘g‘lﬁoﬁfé‘é’;ug:“we°$
It was as if when God, so | i which Anglican Christianity will have a rot a structure or a movement

long ago, allowed Himself to
be quoted as being against R 5
what is now called “sexual for a new beginning,a second spring.
freedom,” not nearly so much

fair chance and favor i looking for a place in the
afavorable environment Church. We are the Church in

movement, designing a struc-
ture in which and through

was then known—even by Him—about sexual psychodynamics which, we pray, we can be individually more faithful members of
as is known now by any teenager who has received sex instruc- Christ, and collectively a more fruitful branch of the True Vine.
tion in high school. It was as if to say that, with all due respect to If that be schism, then it must be said that the Church has
our Father in heaven, some of His grandfatherly opinions about advanced and expanded throughout the world, from its begin-
psychology and sexology are pitiably pre-scientific and as quaintly nings in Jerusalem until now, by schism after schism after schism
anachronistic as phrenology or bird-liver divination. in a seemingly endless proliferation; which thing is absurd. There
Of course 1 may be entirely off the mark in what I have just is only one Church, but whenever its divine Head so wills the
suggested as to what was in the minds of the deputies as they Holy Spirit moves its members to new action and new enter-
voted their disagreement with God about sexual sins. An alter- prise and often new structures, all within the body.
native explanation is that they simply voted their passive rebel- This process is the growth and very life of the Church. It be-
lion against approving ot disapproving things just because God gan in that moment when the faithful had received power from
approves or disapproves them. But on either of those two ex- on high and remembered what their Lord had said to them be-
planations, or on any other, what is clear is that those deputies fore his Ascension: ““Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusa-
do not believe that our belonging to the jealous God of the Bible lem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
implies any obli gation on our part to obey Him and to call upon parts of the ecarth” (Acts 1:8).
other people to obey Him. And so I end as 1 began, by recalling to us all that it is re-
What happened on that particular issue at Minneapolis is only quired in a steward that he be found faithful, and a fortiori in a
typical and symptomatic of what happens whenever that pro- Church which professes to be a part of the Church.
fessedly liberal theology prevails in the Church. It is not for us Faithful is He who calls us. By the help of His grace and in
to judge those whose theology it is. It is not for us to unchurch the power of His might let us be faithful as we respond. @

them. Rather it is for us to church ourselves.
And that is what we intend to do. We have no qualms or doubts
about whether the structure we are now preparing will be a true
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N THE NAME OF We afirm that the Church of our fathers, sustaineg ; ) MEN.

J5E CONTINUATION OF W “)e Holy Spirit to walk only in that way, are determingg tg gge Mogt oy
Tanty WSS VB BTG Al we. 2eng fvg _\;}m and Evangelical Witness of the traditional Anglican Churnt;]nue ity
Catvowe Salt, Anosto: Jrder O'f‘UJ?;E same. We are upheld and strengthened in this determination bc g
s acessan 17 the Sontnuanse {‘ e g;,gﬁc&n Communion have continued steadfast in the same gt_ € know,
005 a2 MM DIOVINES BT dm s 1o conme ordination to the priesthood and the episcopate toa“h- Ordey
Wosn anc Winess. anc st 18y 970" 0, e provinces and dioceses. Males
TG P el s a-“-wf:,fw,] mwj-naiscom_ CHURCH STRUCTURE - We affin that the angi,

T\;{ED&".OE.U:#%’:J?; {:-r Sosaa oo i the United States of America, by their unlawfyl attempatgﬁ:"'
fgﬁ“ﬁ?ﬁfﬁmm ~s.;:{a§al'_x r ter Sererel Synod of 1975 and General Convention of 1976), have departey
%.;,;r stz Jne ~ow Sarvic 3T ncstoic Church. .

THE NESC TC CONTINUE JRDER IN THE CHURCH - We affirm that all former ecclesiastical govemments, e,
mn;awh rara: v e sesTete cts of lawless Councils, are of no effect among us, and that We must oy
o so ooh dsonire 2= wil strergthen us in the continuation of our common life and witness.

THE DRLDOTY OF SCHISMATIC AUTHORITY - We affirm that the claim of any such schismatic person or
& ars v Jrure erter. Jercal o lay, for his witness to the whole Faith is with no authority of Christ's i
Crurer. re ary sue ribitior. depoasition or discipline is without effect and is absolutely null and void.

THE NEED FOR PRINCIPLES AND A CONSTITUTION - We affirm that fundamental principles (doctrinal, moral,
consutona: are necessary for the present, and that a Constitution (redressing the defects and abuses of our fomer
govemnments! should be zdopted. whereby the Church may be soundly continued.

"THE CONTINUATION OF COMMUNION WITH CANTERBURY - We affirm our continued relations of commurion
mt:l }:h:HSee of Canterbury and all faithfy| parts of the Anglican Communion.

EFORE, with a fim trust in Divine Providence. ang before Almi f heaven,
. ghty God and all the company o
ﬂ:rgfr:g' :;?g:f.tgfvengm and declare that we, lawful and faithful members of the Anglican and Episcopal Churches,
continue and be the unified Anglican Church in North America, in true and valid succession thereo

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

S, We set forth these fundamental Principles for our continued fife and winéss

In the firm convicti Preface :
name under f?gg\‘/,;cr?;?vemna:a‘:: il saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,” and that there IS hrists
saving Truth to all pebpjes nagg Men by which we myst be Saved,” and acknowledging our duty to prociaim s
;\postolic Faith of God. We éckn:wnlse;;:t:gﬁﬁfs' fV;e declare our fntention to hold fast the One, m‘hg? 3,1;51

een believed eve € of faith |aig : ins:
ywhere, always ang by all, for that is truly gﬁ: ;rglgesrb\lcu;ct:ﬁglti: Lenns:Letus

In order to carry out these declaration

no othef

l.
1.THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH PRINC'PLES OF DOCTRINE

is gﬁegdaiﬂi’ﬁ - °‘f'eh°a"e° by Godito e i d

: +Infact, the manifestar: . U'and obedie
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The Church ig the Body of Christ at ! yond the Ultimat Pt, cherish, defend an

_ ale control of m .
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to Him. As the Royal Priestly People of God we ca®

is diffe ¥ Ociety of the baptized calle X
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We repudiate ajf deviation or ge

. : ial "
Ciples of evangelical Tryth and a U18 from thg ssen’?
Postalic Orgg,. ' ath, In wholg o itnass to these €
HOLY SCRIPTURES - The Holy Serigy,, " " i e A hines velatc”

of Himself, His saving activi Y SCliplures oy the 's 1€
g aclivity, and morg deman Old ang Ngy, Testaments as the authentic record of GO ih

THE CREEDS - The Nicene Creeq >~ revelation vy
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TRADITION - The received Tradition of the Church and its teachings as set forth by “the ancient catholic bishops and

doctors,” and especially as defined by the Seven Ecumenical Councils of the undivided Church, to the exclusion of all
errors, ancient and modern.

SACR{\MENTS - The Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, the Holy Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, Holy Orders, Penance
and Unction of the Sick, as objective and effective signs of the continued presence and saving activity of Christ our Lord
among His people ar_1d as His covenanted means for conveying His grace. in particular, we affirm the necessity of Baptism
and the Holy Eucharist (where _tr_wey may be had)—Baptism as incorporating us into Christ (with its completion in Confirma-
tion as the "seal of the Holy Spirit”), and the Eucharist as the sacrifice which unites us to the all-sufficient Sacrifice of Christ
on the Cross and the Sacrament in which He feeds us with His Body and Blood.

.H_OLY ORpERS - The Holy Orders of bishaps, priests and deacons as the perpetuation of Christ's gift of apostolic
ministry to His Church, asserting the necessity of a bishop of apostolic succession (or a priest ordained by such) as the

celebrant of the Eucharist—these Orders consisting exclusively of men in accordance with Christ's Will and institution
(as evidenced by the Scriptures), and the universal practice of the Catholic Church.

DEACONESSES - The ancient office and ministry of Deaconesses as a lay vocation for women, affirming the need for
proper encouragement of that office.

DUTY Olf BISHOPS - Bishops as Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Shepherds and Teachers, as well as their duty
(toger:her with other clergy and the laity) to guard and defend the purity and integrity of the Church's Faith and Moral
Teaching.

THE USE OF OTHER FORMULAE - In affirming these principles, we recognize that all Anglican statements of faith
and liturgical formulae must be interpreted in accordance with them.

INCOMPETENCE OF CHURCH BODIES TO ALTER TRUTH - We disclaim any right or competence to suppress,
alter or amend any of the ancient Ecumenical Creeds and definitions of Faith, to set aside or depart from Holy Scripture,
or to alter or deviate from the essential prerequisites of any Sacrament.

UNITY WITH OTHER BELIEVERS - We declare our firm intention to seek and achieve full sacramental communion

and visible unity with other Christians who “worship the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity," and who hold the Catholic
and Apostolic Faith in accordance with the foregoing principles.

1. PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY

The conscience, as the inherent knowledge of right and wrong, cannot stand alone as a sovereign arbiter of morals.
Every Christian is obligated to form his conscience by the Divine Moral Law and the Mind of Christ as revealed in Holy
Scriptures, and by the teachings and Tradition of the Church. We hold that when the Christian conscience is thus
properly informed and ruled, it must affirm the following moral principles:

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY - All people, individually and collectively, are responsible to their Creator for their
acts, motives, thoughts and words, since “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ..."

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE - Every human being, from the time of his conception, is a creature and child of God, made

in His image and likeness, an infinitely precious soul; and that the unjustifiable or inexcusable taking of life is always sinful.
MAN’S DUTY TO GOD - All people are bound by the dictates of the Natural Law and by the revealed Will of God,
insofar as they can discern them.
FAMILY LIFE - The God-given sacramental bond in marriage between one man and one woman is God's loving
provision for procreation and family life, and sexual activity is to be practiced only within the bonds of Holy Matrimony.
MAN AS SINNER - We recognize that man, as inheritor of original sin, is “very far gone from original righteousness,”
and as a rebel against God'’s authority is liable to His righteous judgment.

MAN AND GOD'S GRACE - We recognize, too, that God loves His children and particularly has shown it forth in the
redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that man cannot be saved by any effort of his own, but by the Grace ot
God, through repentance and acceptance of God's forgiveness.

CHRISTIAN’S DUTY TO BE MORAL - We believe, therefore, it is the duty of the Church and her members to bear
witness to Christian Morality, to follow it in their lives, and to reject the false standards of the world.

IIl. CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES
In the constitutional revision which must be undertaken, we recommend, for the consideration of continuing Anglicans,
the following:

RETAIN THE BEST OF BOTH PROVINCES - That the traditional and tested features of the Canadian and American
ecclesiastical systems be retained and used in the administration of the continuing Church.

SELECTION OF BISHOPS - Thata non-political means for selection of bishops be devised, adopted and used.

TRIPARTITE SYNOD - That the Church be generally governed by a Holy Synod of three branches (episcopal, clerical
and lay), under the presidency of the Primate of the Church.

—
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NOW THEN, DON’T WE FEEL BETTER? The clergy
abuse crisis dogging the American Roman Catholic Church re-
cently evoked some memorably brave words from Thomas Vose
Daily, Bishop of Brooklyn. According to the diocesan newspa-
per, Daily told one of the clergy meetings held in response to
the scandals: “We may go down the tubes together, but we're
going together...You are my priests as long as I'm here.”

Said one cleric of the diocese: “Visionary leadership in such
a crisis is so reassuring.”

«PEACE” ACTIVIST? When the Rev. William Sloane Cof-
fin Jr. surfaced at the June 1 consecration of liberal Washington
Episcopal Bishop John Chane, longtime reporter Les Kinsolving
could not help reminiscing a little.

What the radio commentator and WorldNetDaily correspon-
dent particularly recalled was that the ex-wife of
this internationally famed peace activist had ac-
cused him of assaulting her.

According to Kinsolving, the September 26, 1980,
New York Post said that Harriett Coffin testified during
divorce proceedings in the state’s supreme court that her hus-
band, at the time the senior minister at New York’s trendy
Riverside Church, “rushed at me and struck me with a ka-
rate chop. He was trained in all that in the CIA"

“Mrs. Coffin also charged before Justice Bernard Nadel
that her husband ‘invited so many anti-war demonstra-
tors into our home that it was a hotel’ and that she ‘had
to make an appointment—two and a half weeks in ad-
vance—in order to discuss with him their five children
from previous marriages,”” Kinsolving reported.

“During one of these appointments, she testified,
Coffin fell asleep and when she awakened him, he
proceeded to beat her up. He also denied her sexual
relations.”

Kinsolving appeared to think it unlikely that Coffin’s concern—
restated at Chane’s consecration—for those caught in “pandemic
poverty” caused the cleric to cut his salary and allowances at the
Rockefeller-endowed ($60 million) Riverside Church in favor of
the needy. When Kinsolving asked Coffin about his remunera-
tion at the church several years ago in Washington, the cleric
reportedly replied: “It’s nonc of your business!”

STILETTOS AND SURPLICE? Clerical fashion is evidently
in such a state in Germany that a new book of Protestant liturgy
for German clergy found it necessary to warn that high heels,
cowboy boots, trainers, slippers and sandals should not be worn
with pastors’ robes during worship.

RAEL-LY WEIRD: A cult that believes humans originated
from cloning by extra-terrestrials who arrived in space ships
25,000 years ago wants to carry the process forward.

Scientists from Clonaid, a firm linked to the Raelian move-
ment, say they have implanted the first cloned human embryos
in some women in the hope of bringing the first human clone
into the world.

According to an Australian news report, Clonaid’s scientific
director, Brigitte Boisselier, said little about the process being

f:onducted in a secret location or how many pregnancies were
in progress.

“I will only make that announcement when a baby is born,
whenever that is,” Dr. Boisselier said. “All that I can tell you is
that it is going very well.”

In April, Clonaid revealed that a 59-year-old man in the termi-
nal phase of an incurable disease had asked Raelians to clone him.

A previous cloning candidate, U.S. lawyer Mark Hunt,
dropped an effort to have his dead baby cloned after having
invested $500,000, due to the intense press coverage and pub-
lic outcry. FDA inspectors raided the Raelians’ secret labora-
tory in West Virginia, Hunt's home state, and seized documents.

The some 55.000 Raelians worldwide are part of 2 move-
ment founded by Rael, the former French journalist Claude
Vorilhon, who lives in Quebec. He describes himself as a prophet
in the line of Moses or Mohammed and claims that cloning will
enable humanity to attain eternal life.

THANKS, BUT: The CHALLENGE has always attracted a
certain number of, well, unusual communications. These days,
most of them arrive electronically, but a really unique one came
by fax recently. It invited us to a “baby shower” for a “Sister
Evelyn Muhammad” in Springfield, Massachusetts, and alsotoa

\ “slumber birthday party” for “Sister Keri

Muhammad” in Newark. We know neither of these

women. However, we are sure that these invitations

weren’t a shameless bid for gifts from strangers, but

rather intended entirely in the spirit of interfaith rela-
tions.

- GIVING ‘EM HELL may get you some in Alabama,
especially if you're a preacher who's justa little too blunt
at a funeral.

According to the Associated Press, Glynis Bethel said
that her husband, the Rev. Orlando Bethel, was attacked
during a June 14 funeral and dragged out of the church.

That’s because Bethel told mourners the deceased was

in hell and that they were headed the same way. Bethel
said the dead man—Glynis Bethel’s uncle—was “a
drunkard and a fomicator.”
Glynis Bethel, who is also a preacher, said “the
fornicators didn’t like what he said so they got up
and beat him.”

She said police didn’t make any arrests, so she and her hus-

band—who may have a broken nose—were taking out warrants.

The Rev. Orlando Bethel’s next sermon topic: Fomicators, drunk-

ards, and people who beat up preachers are all going to hell. H
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INDEED, REACTION to the Canterbury appointment
shifted somewhat when it emerged that Williams—apparently
aware of his “high risk” status”"—had made a hurried bid to
assure primates around the world that he would abide by the
Anglican consensus on homosexuality.

[t was a critical move (on which more later), which will likely
buy the archbishop-designate more patience from conservative
primates—-some of whom were ready to distance themselves
from him, according to one conservative leader. That in tumn
could help deter the increase of anomalous episcopal actions or
jurisdictions aimed at providing care for faithful Anglicans buf-
feted by church liberalism.

Still, the Communion remains restless: at this writing, a group
of foreign Anglican bishops was set to make a pastoral visit to
the embattled faithful in New Westminster.

A Closer Look

Speaking at the press conference following his appointment,
the man due to be enthroned in Canterbury Cathedral early next
year said in part that “it is still something of a shock to find
myself here, coming to terms with an enormous trust placed in
my hands and with the inevitable sense of inadequacy that goes
with that.”

He has much to learn and needed prayer, he said, paying trib-
ute to the model provided by Dr. Carey.

But Williams said his primary job remains “to go on being a
priest and bishop, that is, to celebrate God and what God has
done in Jesus, and to offer in God’s name whatever I can dis-
cern of God's perspective on the world around—something that
involves both challenge and comfort.

“If there’s one thing I long for above all else,” he noted, “it’s
that the years to come may see Christianity in this country able
again to capture the imagination of our culture, to draw the stron-
gest energies of our thinking and feeling into the exploration of
what our creeds put before us.”

WHO IS THIS 52-year-old prelate, who could be Archbishop
of Canterbury for the next 18 years? Who must try to help re-
verse declining attendance and resources in the Church of En-
gland? Who must go from tiny Wales to a job that imposes “the
most immense burden of history and administration, sufficient
to grind down an archangel” (as one English cleric putit)? Who
some believe could split, and others strengthen, an already “im-
paired” Anglican Communion?

Williams was born in 1950 as the only child of a Welsh-speak-
ing family in Swansea, Wales. He attended Christ College at
Cambridge University, receiving his degree in theology. He was
ordained deacon in 1977 and priest in 1978. However, he never
trained for ordination at a theological school, and has never
served in a parish. He received a doctorate of philosophy from
Oxford University in 1975. _

After nine years (1977-86) at Cambridge as a tutor, lecturer in
divinity, chaplain and dean, he became, at age 36, the youngest
professor of divinity at Oxford. His scope is considered extraor-
dinary. Said a friend, “He is equally at home in patristics as he 1
in Russian Orthodoxy and contemporary German theology.”

In 1991, he was chosen Bishop of Monmouth, and in 1999 as
primate of the 45,000-member Church in Wales (reportedly said
to be losing some 1,500 regular churchgoers 2 year). He is mar-
ried to Jane Paul, the daughter of a former Bishop of Bradford.
She‘lectures in theology at an Evangelical college in Bristol,
but is described by some English sources as a “liberal Protes-
tant.” The couple has two children—Rhiannon, 14, and Pip, 6.

Williams is the first Welshman in at least 1,000 years to be-
come Archbishop of Canterbury, and the first in over 300 years
from outside England.

He comes from the Anglo-Catholic side of the church, which
made him a likely choice to follow the Evangelical Dr. Carey,
the custom being to alternate between the two emphases at Can-
terbury.

However, while formerly supportive of the church’s central
Catholic groups, Williams is now an “Affirming Catholic"—es-
sentially a liberal who likes catholic ritual and spirituality. He
supports women's ordination, including women bishops. despite
the serious impact the change would have within the C of Eand
on relations with Rome and Orthodoxy. A recent independent
survey found nearly half of C of E clergy generally or “implaca-
bly” opposed to women bishops; it also found that women priests
are more skeptical about creedal beliefs than male counterparts.

Moreover. as earlier noted, Williams has admitted ordaining
a quiet but active homosexual. He says he is "“not convinced
that a homosexual has to be celibate in every imaginable cir-
cumstance.”

He voted against the 1998 Lambeth Conference’s landslide sexu-
ality resolution deeming homosexual practice “incompatible with
Scripture.” He was also part of an official post-Lambeth panel of
prelates which, after three years, just announced it could not agree
on “a single pattern of holy living” for homosexuals—leaving the
impression that the issue is unresolved in the Communion.

Recently, he agreed to become the first senior bishop to speak
to homosexuals at an LGCM meeting, to be held next year.

In 2001, Williams attacked the sexuality policy iterated a few
years earlier by bishops in neighboring England, and called for
a new study of the Bible, which, he said, did not necessarily
support a ban on gay partnerships. The Daily Telegraph said
this “intervention by Dr. Williams [would be] seen by many in
the church as a bid to strengthen his liberal credentials in the
run-up to the selection of the new Archbishop of Canterbury.”

ALL OF THIS made him just the sort of Archbishop from
whom conservative foreign bishops had pled to be spared in con-
tacts with the Crown Appointments Commission (CAC) and
Prime Minster Tony Blair. Global South primates—provincial
leaders representing most of the world’s Anglicans—had called
instead for an Archbishop loyal to traditional faith and morality.

The late June London Times claim that Williams would be
named to Canterbury—seemingly giving the green light to New
Westminster's defiance—thus sparked strong reaction. Conser-
vative leaders internationally sent further appeals to Downing
Street, and publicly warned that the Welsh prelate would not
“have the confidence” of most Anglicans worldwide, and would
cause a major split in the Communion, western liberals on one
side and southern and western conservatives on the other.

That Williams was appointed anyway was seen as a startling
snub of views held by Anglicans in the Communion’s largest
and fastest-growing mission field, particularly in light of grow-
ing emphasis on Cantuar’s international role.

«“The Archdruid of Canterbury”?

Matters were not helped when the archbishop-designate
donned a white cloak and head cloth to be inducted into a white
druidic order in a 200-year-old ceremony in Wales, as druids
chanted a prayer to the god and goddess of the land.

Quickly dubbed the »Archdruid of Canterbury,” Williams com-
plained about distorted media coverage of the event, noting that
he was inducted (as some former Welsh primates had been) into
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He is also pro-life. And recently, he attacked the corruption
and premature sexualization of children in 2 consumer society.
Still, some British clerics said, Williams’ theological views
are sometimes “unreadable,” inconclusive, and/or confusing.
And some worry that his theology could continue to change, as
it evidently did on women’s ordination and sexual ethics. One
English cleric described him as “someone from a Very conser-
vative background who’s gradually been relaxing.”
Williams’ mind “can be hard to scrutinize,” Foundations
Editor William Murchison concluded after reviewing some of

the prelate’s past writings. (More than dozen bear his name as
editor or co-author.)
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BISHOP WiLL-
IAMS speaks at
Lambeth ‘98

s

girlfriend
Cal'mlla Parker
Bowles, whose
ex-husband is
still living.
With the C of
E's recent move
to clarify “cir-
cumstances™
for church re-
marriage—
Wales also re-
Jaxed its remarriage rules while Williams was among its bishops—
a church wedding for the couple seems a greater possibility.

Personal V. Official

While only Williams’ performance in office will finally an-
swer it, the question remains: how much of his liberal thinking
can conservative Anglicans really hope does not color his words
and actions as the Communion’s spiritual leader?

Said an old friend of his now in the U.S.: “Williams is too
much of a diplomat to preside over the break-up of the Angli-
can Communion during his reign.”

WHICH IS SURELY one reason he acted immediately to
reassure fellow Anglican primates worried about his views on
homosexuality or other questions.

In a letter written on the day of his appointment, and leaked
some days later, he told colleagues he realizes that “an archbishop
is not someone elected to fulfil a program or manifesto of his
own devising, but to serve the whole Communion. He does not
have the freedom to prescribe belief for the Church at large.

“I have indeed in the past written briefly on the subject of
theology and sexuality, and hope that [that] has contributed to
the continuing discussion; but my ideas have no authority be-
yond that of an individual theologian,” Williams wrote.

“Second,” he continued, “the Lambeth resolution of 1998 de-
clares clearly what is the mind of the overwhelming majority in
the Communion, and what the Communion will and will not ap-
prove or authorize. I accept that any individual diocese or even
province that officially overturns or repudiates this resolution
poses a substantial problem for the sacramental unity of the Com-
munion”—a swipe against defiant North American dioceses.

“In both respects,” Williams wrote, “I have to distinguish
plainly between personal theories and interpretations and the
majority conviction of my Church, and have always tried to r_nake
such a distinction when I have been questioned on this subject.

But he added that, since the Lambeth resolution “‘also com-
mends continuing reflection on these matters,” he hoped to “main-
tain a mutually respectful climate for such reflection, in the sort
of shared prayerful listening to Scripture envisaged by Lambeth.

i He hoped also “that we can hold to the urgent common prior-
ity of mission and evangelism, and avoid the temptation of be-

coming trapped in questions where the politics of our culture
sets the agenda.”

“Theological Schizophrenia®

The London-based Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association
reportedly felt “betrayed” by Williams' letter.

But LGCM’s Richard Kirker said: “*Rowan’s record of the
past 20‘ycars stands for itself...He does not endorse the Lambeth
resolution...He's acted contrary to [it] before and he’s a man of
honor—we expect he'll do the same in the future.”

SO_m.e conservatives expressed similar expectations.

Williams “says he will adhere to [the Lambeth resolution]
wmlg it is there,” but clearly “disagrees and will seek to keep
pressing for change,” said Dr. Garry Williams, a tutor in church
history and doctrine at Oak Hill College.

“He'll do a Frank Griswold,” said one conservative leader.
“Hell present an orthodox face and under the table and behind
the scenes do other stuff.”

Evangelical writer David Virtue thought Williams was dem-
onstrating “theological schizophrenia” and dishonesty that could
not be maintained.

Williams is “an extremely nice and kind man who can’t say
no to anybody,” said an FIF laywoman who knows him. She
thought that he would be more fair-minded in dealing with
women’s ordination opponents, for example, but that this would
be undercut by pressure from other bishops and liberal groups
with which he is involved.

The Evangelical group, Reform, welcomed Williams’ letter,
but warned that “actions speak louder than words.” Reform
spokesman Rod Thomas said: “Whether what he has written to
fellow primates is something that really will remove the strains
in the Communion depends entirely on what he does—whether
he is willing, for example, to take action with his fellow primates
on removing the threat to unity that New Westminster presents,
and whether his personal actions demonstrate that he is putting
his own understandings of human sexuality to one side.”

ALL OF WHICH seems to mean it will be hard for Will-
jams to work both sides of the street.

Whether or not he is forced to choose may depend on just
how far the conservative majority of primates is willing to go
to defend embattled faithful Anglicans, and recover orthodoxy
and true communion throughout the global Church.

Still, as the primates will be looking to Williams, it would
seem that he himself will take a big gamble if he does not make
a clear choice through his actions. A failure to insist that North
American Anglicans cannot disregard key Communion policies,
said one C of E insider, could produce “two Anglican Com-
munions—a liberal one under the nominal leadership of Can-
terbury, and an orthodox one, whose leadership will alternate
between various Third World primates.”

“Archbishop Williams’ scholarship and intelligence will leave
him without excuse when friendship and Christian orthodoxy
are the fork in the road for the new Archbishop of Canterbury,”
said former South Carolina Bishop C. FitzSimons Allison.

“The issue,” he said, “is increasingly clear: that of accom-
modation to the accelerating secular West or firm commitment
to the faith of his creedal and biblical views. He has the ability
and scholarship for the decision. The challenge will be one of
courage and character.”

England Newspaper, The Guardian, Anglican Communion News Service, Episco-
pal News Service, Virtuosity, Zanit, CNSNews.com, BBC Radio, United Prass inter
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Orthodoxy Defrocked?

DESPITE MOUNTING PRESSURE_f{om a!?road and :;:
home—including from Episcopal Presiding Bishop Fran
Griswold—liberal Pennsylvania Bishop Charles Bennison seemed
determined in August to defrock leading orthqdox priest David
Moyer at the end of a six-month inhibition period Septemby:r 4.

For Bennison, it seems, it is all about him, and his claimed
right to be fully received as a bishop at Good Shepherd,
Rosemont. For Fr. Moyer, the parish’s rector, it is all about God,
and his primary ordination vow to defend the historic faith.

Simply put, Bennison is annoyed that Moyer thinks respect
for the bishop's authority should involve a consideration of his
theological fidelity.

And it is precisely that which the bishop refuses to demon-
Strate, despite the priest’s appeals that Bennison could resolve
the dispute, and be welcomed for an episcopal visitation at Good
Shepherd, by doing so.

All Bennison had to do was affirm what Episcopal bishops
have affirmed for centuries, namely, the uniqugnessind bodify

ualit

But the bishg
affirmations, receny) 10p, l_P ' "
theACtsIaCCOUn[oj‘C FPINg off b refusa) p
at the newly-renovmd i

which has allracteq p,;. ral.“),‘esan Cathedy.
“1aisin

is now no Cross foun ithi 3 akeover
Moyer recently p,, - ¥thint, s there
from Good Shepherd""{h OU‘[ th has ne

gregation—but Mere| € bisho s WOrS}:’jcr ba €nnisop

visit due to his fajlype to y hlm.nm to comzp fe d With the con
himself chose to Stay awgy, | Mistoric hrigt; ;) T Episcopal

The bisho iy My. Benp;
consensus is?hccog:;?ds itis 4 Mistake i
$ OfUml’y___GcO aph ! al lth]OL‘ I
Y. N0t theg, . or€al...
cologicy)
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g the faith once delivered to the saints. I will not mock
God. I will not compromise with evil,” said Moyer, who aisy
SCI:ICS as presic!ent of Forward in Faith, North Amcrica'l (FIFNA),
. ‘Je\gll‘l‘lri::j.mbas the rector of this church—God willing,” he
e of: the o ed een placed here as your spephcrd, as a shep-
v 00 Shepherd. Iamnota hireling who flees when

€ wolf coming and leaves the sheep to be scattered.
You and Lare in this together. Alleluia!”

Assurmqg he is deposed, Moyer is widely expected to be re-
Stored to ministry by bishops elsewhere. Moreover, he could be
on his way to becoming a traditionalist “flying bishop” operat-
Ing 1n the U.S. under foreign Anglican auspices, a prelate who
Wil offer the specia] episcopal care that Bennison had earlier
Promised to orthodox parishes in his diocese, and then denied.
3 Ang_lxcan Primates (provincial leaders) have endorsed such

Sustained pastora] care” for faithful Anglicans in hostile situz-
tions. Episcopa] bishops produced only a toothless “covenant
On such care, Byt the fact that Moyer allowed himself to i
come an FIFNA nominee for flying bishop was one reasol
ennison gave for acting to discipline him.
he bishop accused the pri t und anon designed 10 -
: priest under a ¢ u-
Pel clerics who haye left the Episcopal Church (ECUSA): l:f 2
ally for another communion, which Moyer has not done- gr
cording to ope report, Bennison claims that charging Moy
With a canonica] violation which enables deposition Mmo}'nv?illh
following 4 Six-month suspension showed his “patience tri
the rebelljoys priest. Conveniently, it seems, the lack 0 ath.
W(?.u Id also relieve the bishop from having to testify undciv(;wfe
hat s 5o Outrageous is I have been given a sgntencfhs I'm
aVe no trial, po appeal, and at the end of six mon ily in
Executed,” sajg Moyer, who has been living with his fam
the rectory, on salary, during his suspension. having

Appeals to Bishop Griswold to appoint mediators also“cn no-

al1"’¢"‘Pr0bably because Griswold's own pleas have 8° wne
Where with Bennison either—the dispute already had sp}a Moyef
Civil lawsyijt against the Pennsylvania prelate, from whi¢ 1nnjsoﬂ
could take Money damages. Reportedly, Griswold aod 56

Will be subpoenaed 1o testify under oath in the case- -

‘g e



D-Day

And as D-Day (Deposition
Day) loomed for Moyer, l?altle
Jines in the ;on'fllcl were widen-
inp and hardening.
mgA a]cncr Bennison wrote to Good
Shepherd folIowing_hls surprise
Sunday moming visit to the par-
ish July 7 tried in vain to draw pa-
rishioners away from Moyer. The
bishop’s letter held out the possi-
bility of reinstating Moyer. if the
parish recognized his (Bennison’s)
authority, welcomed him for full visitations and met certain other
conditions—amusingly including one requiring the rector to re-
ceive The Pennsylvania Episcopalian and Episcopal Life.

In a desperate search for ways to improve his tarnished pub-
lic image and prepare the diocese for Moyer’s deposition,
Bennison wrote a pastoral letter pleading his case, which he
demanded be read in all parishes in the diocese in early August.
The letter claimed he supported inclusivity and was not trying
to create “theological uniformity.” But he asserted that Moyer
had violated church discipline and his ordination vows.

The reading of the letter went ahead despite warnings from
Fr. Moyer's attorney and Good Shepherd parishioner, John H.
Lewis Jr., that the letter contained false claims about the priest
and therefore risked legal action for defamation.

Lewis recently told Good Shepherd members that ECUSA
Chancellor David Booth Beers had confirmed that there is no
canon requiring a rector to accept an episcopal visitation. More-
over, he noted that it was Bennison, not Moyer, who is “out of
sync with the vast majority of the Anglican Communion.”

Meanwhile, a document (amazingly) posted on the diocesan
website revealed that diocesan officials had planned from the
start to seize Good Shepherd’s property and appoint an “interim
vicar” for it, after axing Moyer.

Bishop Bennison

Bennison: Moyer, No,
Lesbian Priest, Yes

By David W. Virtue

As an orthodox Pennsylvania Episcopal rector prepares
to be deposed by his heterodox bishop, a parish nearby had
No problem calling a lesbian to be its next rector.

St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Ardmore has called the
Rev. Judith Rhodes as its new leader, and her domestic part-
ner, Martha E. Hughes, is moving to Ardmore with her,
sources say.

The parish is barely two miles from Church of the QOOd

epherd in Rosemont, where the rector, Fr. David L.
Moyer, has been inhibited for, among other things, reject-
Ing the stand of Bishop Charles Bennison on sexual behav-
10r outside of marriage.

. odes comes from Boston, in the liberal Diocese Qf M'as-
achusetts, where she signed a petition backing legislaton
Or homosex gl marriages in the state.

A§cording to her resume, Rhodes has three children by a

Previous marr iage. She trained for ordination at Harvard Di-

vinity School, und did continuing education at Episcopal Di-
Vinity

..-‘—“- PR

civ}}"ﬁ) l\:r?‘::'(ija?? mB Ime.witl} other diocesan actions to date. A
arthoon paﬁSth : ﬁnmson s bid for the propc-rty.of seceded
ber 10, The dio'ccs;: :Ir:msd thtl: L:ss f‘ht]adelphla.v is set Octo-
John's, Huntingden v "ea y laid claim to the bu:ldmg of St.
0 Tl ‘An - gdon Valley, after the orthodox congregation fled
Mect glican MlsSI_on in Amenca. Diocesan spokesperson
"€g Lave said the actions are aimed merely at “keeping in the
diocese what already belongs to the diocese.”

All Saints’, Wynnewood, also resorted to litigation, after
B.e.nmsqn abruptly terminated a mediation process with the tra-
du_lonahst Evangelical parish and demanded that it accept a visi-
tation from him or face being turned into a mission church. He
also refused to relicense the rector, the Rev. Eddie Rix.

The bishop has already said he will not continue licensing Fr.
Garrin Dickinson, a priest canonically resident in the Diocese
of Pittsburgh, as Good Shepherd’s curate past September 4.

The treatment of Moyer continues to draw international atten-
tion as well. In the recent Oxford Declaration scoring breaches
of Anglican order (see story in “ Focus"), a multi-provincial gath-
ering of Anglican personages pointed to the persecution of Moyer
as symptomatic of problems in North American dioceses.

And at deadline, bishops of the foreign-sponsored Anglican
Mission in America said they stand with Moyer and all FIFNA
members in the face of what they termed the use of Episcopal
structures to suppress the gospel. Meanwhile, hundreds of Penn-
sylvania laity had written a letter to Anglican primates, detail-
ing the persecution of traditionalists in the diocese and appeal-
ing for their intercession on Fr. Moyer's behalf.

The primates, it is hoped, will “leamn from the events of
Rosemont” that the real problem is not about “how to care for
an orthodox rump,” England’s New Directions recently com-
mented. “It is...a problem about how to mitigate the rapacity of
a revisionist minority, and in particular to restrain the actions of
unbelieving bishops.” )

“The time has come,” Fr. Moyer said, “to assert the simple
principle that bishops must be} Chnjstian."'

Sources included Foundations, Virtuosity, Philadelphia Dally News

Newest In NewWest: o
Crisis Reheats As Primates Visit

THERE IS, it seems, only one thing a liberal Canadian bishop
can do after causing an international uproar over a diocesan
synod vote to bless same-sex couples: get out of town.

So it was that New Westminster (Vapcouvcr) Bishop Michael
Ingham left for vacation soon after getting the qpprqval he sought
to develop and use gay blessing ntgals. a violation of. global
Anglican policy. One Vancouver parish has already put in a re-
quest to perform a same-sex rite. ' .

Before the synod’s 63 percent vote in favor, some foreign
Anglican archbishops, current qnd fomlcf: had warned thgt ap-
proving the motion would be Ylexved as “a gmv? affrom. m‘?t
would “set in motion deliberations on breaking commuaion.

Since the vote, Archbishop of Canterbury Gcorge Carey—
flanked by a number of primates and bushop; overseas as wc}l
as within North America (notably excluding C:.\na.da. s pri-

te)—has been strongly critical of the l\{ew Wcstm‘ln‘slcr ac-
o He said it had “undermined the sanctity of marriage, pro-
:Illoor:éd schisin and was ecumenically embarrassing™ he also

:de certain clarifications about it.
ham to provide certain gl‘}n catiot
i : yjor implications™ for the whole

i ad “my
Saying the matter had plicy fo
Angl{cuf Communion and was not a “go it alone " issue, Carey

B



said he would consult with Ap-
glican primates on what action
to take, but urged reflection and
restraint in the interim.

But that temporary truce ap-
peared sure to end in late Au-
gust, with the return of Ingham,
and the expected arrival in New
Westminster of several conser-
vative foreign primates and
bishops for a pastoral visit.

The five visitors were to in-
clude Archbishops Bernard Malango of Central Africa and Yong
Ping Chung of S.E. Asia (one of the sponsors of the controver-
sial Anglican Mission in America); Bishop Peter Njenga of Mt.
Kenya South, representing Kenyan Primate David Gitari; and
Norh Dakota Episcopal Bishop Andy Fairfield, representing
bishops of the American Anglican Council.

The visitors were expected to help support local Anglicans
attempting to remain faithful in the face of the diocesan vote.
Those notably include 11 rectors and nine parishes which walked
out of the synod after it approved homosexual blessings, de-
claring that they were out of communion with that body but
remained part of the Communion.

Deeming special, temporary provisions proposed by Ingham
a sham, the dissenters appealed to Canterbury, Anglican pri-
mates, and Canadian bishops for the provision of alternative
oversight. Such a provision is in line with the primates’ calls in
2001, and the 1998 Lambeth Conference, which endorsed pri-
matial intervention in a “pastoral emergency” which lacks in-
ternal remedy in the province affected,

Ingham’s initial response to this was to demand that the clergy
who walked out declare their intention to remain in the diocese
or face suspension of their licenses by July 2.

At this writing at least ten parishes have distanced themselves
from the synod, and diocesan assessments were being withheld
by at least four of them, including the largest parish, which ac-
counts for roughly 12 percent of New Westminster revenue.

Doubless to Ingham’s chagrin, the visiting prelates were to
join some 1,000 conservative Anglicans at an August 30-Sep-
tember 2 conference set at a Vancouver Baptist church.

“This is the first step toward getting alternative episcopal over-
sight, with real canonical jurisdiction and authority. We're con-
fident that we will receive it eventually,” said the Rev. Ed Hird
of St. Simon’s in North Vancouver, one of the clerics at odds
with the synod and Ingham,

For his pant, Ingham said that the primates’ visit would be
“provocative and inflammatory,” and would violate Anglican
policy on jurisdictional boundaries,

He also complained in a Jetter to clergy about an “orchestrated
campaign of disinformation” regarding the dispute. The two-fold
“goal of this campaign,” he asserted, “is...to generate *victim sta-
s for the minority group hewing to historic sexuality teaching
“by making it appear they are being persecuted for their faith,”

and to “pressure” conservative parishes and laypeople who re-
main in the diocese into aligning with the “breakaway faction.”

Meanwhile, the dissenting clergy responded to Ingham’s ul-
timatum on their Jicenses by saying that their parishes are not
“vacant,” and tha they remained part of the diocese, though

disassociated from the synod. They also objected to the implied
threat of retaliatjon_

A second letter sen
by Ingham, b

Bishop Ingham

tby the diocesan lawyer denied any threat
Ut gave the dissenting clergy nine days to indi-

b 22,

vidually indicate whether they were still undelv' Inghamhs j]l::s-
diction and authority.” This time, a lawyer rgtamed by the ceregl;
responded that since the letters were not ultimatums, bt::1 rr: e
requests for information, a more detailed answer than af con-
tained in the first letter would have to await the 'rcsultlsl odulg;
cial parish meetings that are in the process of being sc ; an d

*NEW WESTMINSTER STARTED IT in Car[l:] kaz;bout
now Anglicans in Ottawa and maybe Montreal want t:r P
blessing homosexual unions, too. Moreovgr, Toronto R e
Terence Finlay, who heads North America’s larg“'sltl wiﬁg o
diocese (90,000 congregants), says he also fz'wors allo e e
cal parishes to bless gay relationships. Finlay’s commeqties o
after ten bishops representing rural Canadian commumcrships
fended the conservative position on hlc:mosexual partn '

ill upheld by Canada’s House of Bishops. _
* "’Il‘]llr)IE CAI)GADIAN GOVERNMENT has annOUPFGd :)tf‘l‘:lolf
appeal a court ruling that advocates full legal rccogf}mg';na ia's
mosexual “marriages.” The Supreme Court of Ontario, o defini-
most populated province, ruled in July that the Uadmc‘mlatcs 'l
tion of marriage—one man and one woman—vio ermeFiEHL
country’s Charter of Rights, and gave the federal gov ey
two years to rewrite a 19th century law to mcluQe homo‘i S ihi
As the issue is being debated in some other provinces aga ’
final arbiter will likely be the Supreme Court of Canada.

Kansas: An Uncertain Defense

For Unmarriage

WHEN KANSAS EPISCOPAL BISHOP William S;l;gfty
recently said he would sanction blessings for hqmos;x;amﬂge
ners, he stipulated that the rites c?m}?t be considere
ceremonies and must not resemble them.

Yet he related his unilateral policy change to the suP!;g:ti:;
and his wife of 38 years, Carole, have rec_clvcd from ato ety
Christian community. Smalley said he did not want oo
that same support, through the blessing of the church, to
who cannot choose marriage. .

There are “people in our parish communities \‘r.,rho has‘:'t 1;3?
been able to fully enjoy the blessing of their lives,” he ?Sr hese
“I come to my decision in part out of pastora_l care L(Z) ?
people, but also because of the example I see in our nd
Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus...cared deeply for all people, ?1;1 e
a special care for those who were denigd the fullness o oli.cy

He evidently believed himself authorized to set the negw \P;rhich
based on General Convention 2000 Resolution D03 "n b
gave unprecedented support to church membt_:rs hw:g ;e e 54
long committed relationships out:?ide.of rr;:u‘:age. The

ion did not authorize same-sex blessing rites. ‘ o
uogrg;lley also sanctioned the same-sex ceremonies (:!csp;;cs?rif
apparent confusion about whether homosexual prar::uct(ajl ery:
ful. Quoting the gospel story of the woman caught in z;d o
the bishop noted that Jesus did not‘condemn 'her but tg i
“Go and sin no more.” The questloq, he s'axd, then ec ; sin:
“What does Jesus define as sin? l?‘ thzsh ;’)’amcular behavio

7 That is the question for the church. -
fmé;:ﬁcy also gelieves the church is called to ask w&atc?:l:;:é)h
ture and the Anglican tradition mean todqy. He n.otec(lj the -
has over time reinterpreted Jesus’ injunction against divorc

its divorced persons to remarry. o

no#hzcgz;:t;pd;;id he d%cs not believe his new policy is at oglds
with Scripture. “I think I am joining wjth the church in asking
what God is saying to the church now,” he said.
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However, he noted the possibility that “I may be wrong in
my view, and if so, I am prepared to face my Lord and say I
was wrong.”

The Kansas policy calls for consensus between a parish’s
vestry and its rector before application for a same-sex rite can
be made to Smalley at least 30 days before the planned cer-
emony. The application must include notice that one of the two
persons seeking the blessing is a member of the parish, the form
Pf the liturgy to be used, and details of pastoral care for parish-
1oners who are opposed.

The policy also covers heterosexual couples for whom mar-
riage might pose a financial hardship, though the bishop was
uncertain how many such cases would arise in his diocese. But
he thought three Kansas parishes may opt to bless homosexual
couples.

Though the policy change merely signals ECUSA’s longstanding
de facto acceptance of homosexual relationships, Kansas joins just
one other Episcopal diocese, Delaware, which has publicly an-
nounced plans for same-sex blessings. Smalley will retire January
1, 2004, but by then, the Episcopal General Convention is widely
expected to have authorized gay union rites churchwide.

Smalley’s action seemed to draw limited protest within ECUSA
or beyond, mainly because international focus was on a new, si-
multaneous outbreak of revisionism outside ECUSA—the vote
for same-sex blessings in a Canadian diocese.

‘ But a neighboring bishop, Jim Adams of Western Kansas,
disassociated himself from the Smalley’s move, which was also
nipped by the American Anglican Council’s president.

) “Through his unilateral action, Bishop Smalley has taken a
giant step out of orthodoxy and has broken fellowship with faith-
ful Anglicans around the world,” said the Rev. David C. Ander-
son. He urged the bishop not to implement his decision.

Bishop John Rodgers of the Anglican Mission in America
stated that: “The Church blesses in the Name of God and there-
fort:: the Church has no right or authority to bless a union of
which God explicitly disapproves in His Word.”

Conservative ECUSA bishops also hoped to address the Kan-
sas policy at September’s House of Bishops meeting. But, based

“Unhelpful” Dissent

Liberal Episcopal Presiding
Bishop Frank Griswold (pictured) is
always instructive about ways to
handle disputes and quash conser-
vative dissent, even when it is pretty
limp to begin with.

Griswold recently conceded that
General Convention Resolution
D039 (supporting committed ho- -
mosexual and unwed heterosexual
couples) “is not proscriptive” but -
said it “should not be read as endorsing the development of
diocesan policies” such as Kansas Bishop William Smalley’s.

But then he also scored a plan by some two dozen bish-
ops to issue a letter of disassociation in response to Smalley’s
action. He wrote: "I find signing statements of any kind un-
helpful and divisive. I believe they do little more than polar-
ize us and set us against one another, thereby hindering our
sense of common ministry.” Common ministry?

No word on whether this means Griswold will finally re-

move his name from the 1994 pro-gay Koinonia Statement. B
T

il

on past experience, and the likelihood that General Convention
will “resolve” the issue, Smalley is unlikely to be reigned in.

Besides, he has the advantage of being a revisionist bishop,
someone who (to date) can get away with operating at some
distance from orthodoxy or reality. For such a prelate, one ob-
server noted, “30 days ain’t 30 days, ‘abandonment of com-
munion’ is adherence to the faith once delivered...and [the] bless-
ing [of] a union isn’t bound up with matrimony.”

— LATE NEWS —
MOYER: DEFROCKED, REFROCKED

AS WE WENT TO PRESS, a significant new development was
unfolding, after prominent orthodox priest David Moyer was de-
posed, as expected, by liberal Pennsylvania Episcopal Bishop Charles
Bennison on September 5.

Moyer was immediately restored to ministry through the action
of Central Africa's bishops and conservative Pittsburgh Bishop Rob-
ert Duncan—with even Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey in-
dicating his continued recognition of the cleric.

The extraordinary actions atteest to many Anglican leaders’ re-
jection of Bennison's attempt to defrock the internationally-known
rector of Good Shepherd, Rosemont, for ** abandonment of com-
munion,” even though he had not departed from the historic faith or
ECUSA.

Citing seven major points of concem, Bishop Duncan assessed
the inhibition and deposition of Moyer to be “utterly null and void,
both legally and morally.” He received the cleric from the Diocese
of the Upper Shire in Central Africa, whose bishops had deemed
Moyer a priest in good standing there in August.

Noting that any any charges brought against Pittsburgh priests
serving elsewhere would have to be adjudicated in his diocese,
Duncan said that both Moyer and a second Pittsburgh cleric now
de-licensed form assisting at Good Shepherd will nonetheless “re-
main resident at Rosemont.”

Moyer also will serve as priest associate of Grace Church, Mt. Wash-
ington, Pittsburgh. He was to celebrate Mass, and be formally reccived
by Duncan, at Trinity Cathedral, Pitisburgh, on Septerber 6.

It remains to be seen what Bennison will or can do about Duncan’s
effective refrocking of Moyer, in a church in which the very liberal-
ism he promotes has made each diocesan bishop a law unto himself.

ACCOKEEK STAYS PUT

Despite suffering a major legal battle with former Acting
Washington Bishop Jane Dixon over its call of an orthodox priest
as rector, Maryland’s Christ Church, Accokeek, has decided to
stay within the Episcopal Diocese of Washington after reaching
agreement with its new liberal bishop, John Chane.

Under the agreement, Bishop Chane accepts the vestry's
choice of conservative priest, Fr. Stephen Arpee, as rector. Arpee
had been interim at Christ Church since Dixon successfully
ousted sometime rector, Fr. Samuel Edwards, who recently trans-
ferred to the Anglican Province of Christ the King, a Continu-
ing Church body.

In return, the parish has dropped efforts to have the U.S. Su-

preme Court review an appeals court ruling in favor of Dixon’s
federal lawsuit. More in the next issue.

Sources for reports appearing in this section ncluded the Angican Church of Caneda,
Foundations, Virtuasity, Epscopal News Service, The Baltimore Sun. The Church
of England Newspaper, Church Times, The Linng Church, Agape Press, National
Post (Canada) B
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«Oxford Declaration” Blasts
Breaches Of Anglican Order

A major international conference of Anglican'leadcrs at
‘p’v’g.rcliffcJ Hall, Oxford, June 29-July ] con;luded w1t31 a decla-
ration blasting the “serious breach of Anglican order” on sexu-
ality issues seen in a number of North Amencan d_locesci. -

Decrying a “widening circle of scandal and distresS, ‘t
Oxford Declaration calls for emergency measures to protec

threatened faithful parishes and clergy. o
The declaration particularly commends (infer alia) 1!135 early
adoption of the proposals contained in To Mend th.e Net,'2 2001
book compiled by two Anglican primates (provincial leaders)
which proposes steps for disciplining provinces at odds with the
global Anglican consensus. il
While noting that deeper
issues also are at stake, .the
document asserts that “A co-
herent church cannot pursue
contradictory approaches to
such a critical area of pastoral
ministry” as sexual ethics. The
adoption of the Net proposals
would work toward *‘an appro-
priate method of international
decision-making, genuine
mutual accountability among
provinces and a decisive lead
in addressing a problem that
may otherwise divide our
worldwide family,” it says.
The declaration was issued
by some 70 primates, bishops,
clergy and lay leaders from
around the world who took part
ina closed-door consultation as
part of a larger conference of some 300 persons aply focusing on
“The Future of Anglicanism.” The conference-consultation was or-
ganized by one of Anglicanism’s leading scholars, Prof, Alister
McGrath, and marked Wycliffe Hall’s 125th anniversary.

Though it could not have been known beforehand, the Ox-
ford meeting coincided with international furor over the vote 1o
bless homosexual couples in the Canadian Diocese of New
Westminster, and the London Times’ pre-announcement claim
that a pro-gay prelate, Dr. Rowan Williams, would succeed Arch-
bishop of Canterbury George Carey.

The news particularly startled Anglican leaders from the glo-
bal South—home to most of the world’s Anglicans—especially
as Third World primates plainly expressed the need for a succes-
sor who would uphold historic faith and morality when their views
were sought earlier this year by the Crown Appointments Com-
mission. The Times report that Williams would be tapped
prompted some leaders at the consultation to send further ap-
peals to Downing Street, ultimately to no avail.

Prof. Alister McGrath, organizer of
the Oxford conference

For his part, Archbishop Carey, who preac
ing the meeting, qeparted‘fmm his text to Szore :;Ziw:g:s: -flu!-.
uschismatic” action on “a most serious...issue,” ang to exs o
support for members of the diocese who opposed the vote press

Some participants in the consultation--_momy thsslog:
and bishops, including several primates—signed “lc‘t)t%lra“?
solidarity” endorsipg C_arey’s request for clarification on ..u?
egality of the decision™ in New Westminster, and the “adequac .
of proposed alternate episcopal care and safeguards for d?ssegt
ing clergy and laity. The primates who signed the letter also-
signaled their intent to “g.rrange a pastoral visit to the concerned

ishes of New Westminster,” which at this writing appeared
likely to occur in late August.

The Oxford meeting drew more than 20 bishops, fro
America, Latin America, Africa and Asia. They included' Arclt-:
bishop Yong Ping Chung of South East Asia, and Nigerian
Bishop Josiah Fearon, one of the meeting’s some ten speakers
who also included, in addition to McGrath, Evangelical lumj:
nary, the Rev. Dr. John Stott.

Episcopal Bishops present included Terence Kelshaw (Rio
Grande), Edward MacBurney (Quincy-rctired), Russell Jacobus
(Fond du Lac); Edward Salmon (South Carolina); Robert
Duncan (Pittsburgh); James Stanton (Dallas); and Gethin
Hughes (San Diego), (a surprise attendee at this conservative
confab, perhaps, considering that he recently helped consecrate
pew liberal Washington Bishop John Chane).

The New Westminster crisis and other problems in the west-
ern Church, and (presumably) the Oxford Declaration, were due
to come before the September meeting of the Primates’ Stand-
ing Committee for a discussion of possible responses.

There is some expectation that The Oxford Declaration,
among the communications reportedly sent to Downing Street,
will gather further support from among Anglican leaders around
the world.

If most primates formally endorse the document, “then a dec-
laration of war has been announced,” asserted church journalist
David Virtue, who attended the conference. The text of the dec-

laration follows.

THE OXFORD DECLARATION

A Statement on an Issue of Faith and Order by the
Consultation on the Future of Anglicanism, July 2002

WE, the participants in this consultation, representing
Anglicans in Africa, Australasia, Latin America, the Carib-
bean, North America and Europe, greet you in Ll
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Among Us are
primates, bishops, clergy and lay leaders from all sec-
tions of our Communion.

It has been our privilege to meet from
July 200? to consider a wide range of su
the Anglican Communion. We have hea i
counts of God's work among us. We affirm the spirit of
international co-operation and accountability ghat nas
been manifest here and which we believe must <1278
terize our global Communion. We have received Muich
éncouragement, especially from the growth © e
in the Global South through faithful evangelis™:
aﬁWe have been made sharply aware, howeve’: ks o
¥ ecting a number of Episcopal and Anglican dioceses in

orth America. In one Canadian diocese and others in the

Continued

29th June to 5th
bjects relating to
rd inspiring ac-

on Page 24
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England: Women Priests Show More
Doubt On Creed Than Men

quen priests in the Church of England tend to be more
skeptical about creedal assertions than their male colleagues, a
survey by the respected Christian Research (CR) organization
has found.

Moreqve.r, the survey found that those more doubtful about
core Christian beliefs included so-called “Affirming Catholics,”
a liberal group for which Archbishop of Canterbury-designate
Rowan Williams is a trustee.

While Williams holds firmly orthodox views on the Resur-
rclc;uon and Virgin Birth, the proportion of Affirming Catholics
who believe without question in those two doctrines is just 35
and 24 percent, respectively.
fu'I‘hc: startling results of the poll, linking ordained women to a

rther decline in orthodox belief, came as the Church of En-
Bla';‘ld takes preliminary steps toward allowing women bishops.
ot P&E S1h\ME RESEARCH,_it was earlier announced, showed
Ve e church (cle'rgy and laity together) is nearly evenly di-

Jded on female bishops—with large minorities against and

smgllcr majorities in favor than had been claimed. Of those
against, a quarter of the C of E's clergy are “implacably opposed,”
an%‘ a{lolhgr quarter wanted no contact with women bishops.
o ehls raised the specter of splits in the church comparable to
ovexi%%dm‘g those over women priests, which led to the loss of
b(:mrl : stipendiary priests. More would have gone had it not
i) l?r special provisions legislated for opponents. Tradition-
N ave said that women bishops would so complicate mat-
€rs as to demand an entirely new arrangement.

_Cost of pqnscience, the traditionalist think tank, commis-
sioned Christian Research to do the survey. This fact was re-
vealed to respondents only if they asked about it after complet-
Ing their questionnaire (and reportedly, no one asked).
. Some 4,000 of the C of E’s 10,000 clergy and over 2,500 of
1ts laity were polled, and response was unusually high—46 per-
;:lent and 76 percent, respectively. Analysis of findings to date

as focuscd largely on the clergy; a closer examination of lay
pollmg may be issued later.

Designed to solicit views of incumbent clergy from all geo-
graphical and theological sections of the church, the survey also
included a percentage of women clergy corresponding to that
in the f:]e{gy population at large.

Whnle it has long been known that some C of E clerics are
dubious about the historic creeds, the survey is said to be the

Home, Sweet Home

ST. MATTHEW'S, NEWPORT BEACH,
California, a parish of the Anglican
Catholic Church, a leading Continuing
Church body, held the first services in
its stunning new facility on Ford Road
on Pentecost, May 19; ACC Metropoli-
tan, Archbishop John-Charles, served as
celebrant. On May 21, St. Matthew's
hosted the annual synod of the Diocese
of the Pacific and Southwest. Pictured
Is the church complex from the street
side. From back to front are the pre-
school, the administrative building with
offices and Sunday school rooms, a
breezeway beneath the cross, and the
soclal hall and church building. St.
Matthew's is led by the Rev. Stephen C.
Scarlett. (The Trinitarian)
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first to measure the level of skepticism, and by implication cleri-
cal effectiveness in teaching a historic doctrine with confidence,

THE FINDINGS, published July 30, showed that, overall, a
third of C of E clergy doubt or disbelieve the physical Resur-
rection of Christ. Only half are convinced of the Virgin Birth of
Christ, or that faith in Him is the only path to salvation.

But, while 76 percent of priests believe that Jesus died to
take away the sins of the world, 11 percent fewer (65 percent)
of female priests do, according to the CR findings.

Sixty-eight percent of the men believe in the bodily resurrec-
tion of Christ, compared to 53 percent of the women.

Jesus is the only path to salvation for just 53 percent of the
male clergy, and only 39 percent of female counterparts.

And, 58 percent of the men believe in the Virgin Birth, but
only 33 percent of the women.

Male and female clerics only came close in levels of belief in
the Holy Spirit—registering 77 and 74 percent, respectively.

The findings may help convince some Evangelical support-
ers of ordaining women that there is a connection between that
innovation and the breakdown of belief in other areas.

And, though about half of Evangelicals polled favor female
prelates, the findings noted a marked link between a lower level
of support for core beliefs and support for women bishops. For
example, 77 percent of those who affirm Christ as the only sav-
jor also oppose women bishops, compared to 54 percent of those
who favor them.

“ON EVERY ITEM OF THE CREED women priests were
lower than their male counterparts,” said the Rev Robbie Low,
the vicar of Bushey Heath, Hertfordshire, and spokesman for Cost
of Conscience. “Certainty about God the Father revealed a9 per-
cent gap and belief in the Trinity an 8 per cent gap,” he noted.

“What is quite apparent is that there are effectively two
Churches co-existing uncomfortably in the Church of England,
one that is overwhelmingly convinced of the historic truths of
the Christian faith and one that is, at best, dubious and, at worst,
frankly disbelieving.”

Nor, it seemed, was any relief in sight. Though liberal groups
are relatively small in membership, they seem to enjoy a surpris-
ing level of official support in the C of E, and consequently a
disproportionate influence on its life ad government, Low ob-
served. Criticizing Archbishop Rowan Williams and other lead-
ing bishops for supporting liberal Christian groups shown to have
doubts, he said: “The levers of power are moving into the hands
of people whose creedal foundations are, at best, fragile.”

Continued on Page 25
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tradition, Thesa i8rasent & Sak candal and disinss.

nle of 8
1 & wWidaning eI I_a 0 ! .
da(r'):ngdr:'fugrﬁm 2000 tha diocesan synod ol N

) v s
Wastminstar, Canada, votad in favor of 8 pn:ﬁgémgs’; i
bishop to authoriza tha creation of & nte for e
of same-sex ralationships, whila qﬁenngn% defgy o

nt from this innovation. . 6 D

g:{stfree Diocese of Kansas, U.S.A., gave his pem::sts;;r:nfg_r
blessing the union of heterosexual couples nczj c s
ted to marriage [and homosexual couples - Ei ] e
both of these developments the Bishop of the Dfocesg
Delaware approved the blessing of same-sex relation-
ships. In many more dioceses, same-sex blessings already
take place with varying degrees of episcopal support.

THESE ACTIONS ARE UNCONSTIWTIOA{AL in that
they violate the commitments to the historic faith anq or-
der of Anglican Christianity entrenched in the foundational
documents of the churches involved. They are unfaithful
to 2,000 years of Christian teaching and, as such, are
schismatic and prejudicial to pastoral order and the mis-
sion of the church. They specifically contradict the reso-
lutions of the 1998 Lambeth Conference and the subse-
quent advice of the Primates’ Meetings.

In some instances they are also linked with abrupt and
unjustified actions against faithful parishes and clergy. In
Ngw Westminster eleven clergy are Currently threatened

with the wi{hdrawa! of their licenses. In the Diocese of

questions. Their effects upon icei
toral competence of the Church are alsp
more serious. We fing Ourselves at g ¢
Anglican witness to Biblical teaching on Chyies:
and sexual ethics is Seriousfy comprom; el
care of the sexually broken js obstructec;fsed
A coherent church cannot pursye o6 trac
proaches to such a critica area of rer radictory ap.
Present examples show the long-term Pastora/ Ministry,
Ing numbers of faithtul cle, Y and | anger of increas.
obliged to leave our Anglican famij sff; peo".’" e _fEeiin
one part of our Communion affecys » @ this situatior
ddertake for ourselves and co d twh © body, we
wms, and specifically to the Inter. giico fellow Angli-
d Doctrinal Commission (IATDC) ap ha" Theologicay
“19lican Standing Committee o Ecume € Internationa/
SCER), the following: 'al Relationg
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2 ureo S i
Holiness, Carey expressed gratitude for the -.gmwipeakmg to

mutual affection and respect between oyr Churches” :,? d(t:rl?sem“'
prayers and warmth of welcome on the Several occasigng h: Popey
wife had visited. But the Archbishop acknowledged the work and hjg
Ing to be done to achieve full communion, However, botp Ca':mah.
the Pope, who wrote an equally warm farewell to the Archblyh
held out hope for the new International Anglican-Romap, Cas op,
Commission for Unity and Mission, formed as 3 Fesult of 3 e
meeting in Toronto to accompany the continuing work of the Angy.
can Roman Catholic International Commission,

———

* To recognize humbly and penitently before God our own
confusion and failures in Christian witness.

* To repudiate firmly the actions of bishops who have
failed to guard essential aspects of Biblical and Angli-
can tradition, and have instead Promoted and even jm-
posed contrary alternatives.

* To renew our commitment to the historic Apostolic Faith,
so that we will believe and live by its tenets amidst the
challenges ang opportunities of the con temporary world.

* To nurture Christian marriage, and affirm and support
the single life according to the Gospel. _

* To develop a compassionate and competent ministry
that will help all of us in our sexual confusion and bro-
kenness and lead people to repentance, restoration, and
healing through the power of God the Holy Spirit.

* We applaud the recent action of our Primates in q’eﬁn-f
ing the essence of Anglican belief in the authority Of
Scripture, the nature of God and the uniqueness 0
Jesus Christ. We also appreciate Archbishop Geon ge
Carey’s stated commitment to an Anglican Commun
'on characterized not by a spirit of individual autonofgg
and wilful independence but by the Biblical empha‘WG
o Mutual accountability and interdependence. e
Strongly welcome the comments of the Archb’shofac_
canterbury in his meeting with us in which he il
ferized the actions of the Synod of the diocese '

estminster as “schismatic,” as undermining marm
and as “ecumenically embarrassing.”

he

WE NOW ASK the Archbishop of Canterbury and
Primates to authorize such emergency measures e their
2nable threatened parishes ang clergy to contin® .
life ang ministry with a quiet conscience within the
ceses and memper churches. jergy a9

We affirm the position taken by the orthodox Cle') 4.
People under threat in the diocese of New | es”r?st. we
they are oyr beloved brothers and sisters in C astord!
Undertake to maintain communion and shared g, situa-
tione Y With them, as well as with others in Si
tions within, our Communion,
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We further commend the early adoption of th
z:sa contained in To Mend the Net to f)row'de a reng:oe%oesr-
ionn;e::hvgay of ordering the shared life of our Commun-
terr.'.'ation,sl gay‘ we look for an appropriate method of in-
Py amona ec;gfon-makrng, geryu;’ne mutual accountabil-
problemgt’ rf)rtownces, and.a depffs:ve lead in addressing a
e at may otherwise divide our worldwide family.
are grateful for our fellowship in our Lord Jesus

Christ and remain f; | i
¢ ully confident in our Lord'’s lovi -
poses for his Church and his world. B sl

WOMEN PRIESTS Continued from Page 23

A
suw;pc:keswoman for Cost of Conscience told TCC that the
esults had received a “phenomenal amount of public-

il}'." but had evok “ 1 z "
oilination Sllppo:ti n:o substantive denial at all” from women’s

Synod Debates Women Bishops

A :
paSSiE())rr?agtl:Zs report on the issue of women in the episcopate stirred
Thos thbate in July at the C of E General Synod in York.
0 support the effort warned against “insulting” con-

Science clauses in future "1

ICgislation_
The priesthood of b e

w
suomen has been a huge
ccess story,” declared

;‘;EUST- REV. GEOFFREY
— LL, Bishop for Europe
rggd the C of E General
. Chthat women bishops ™
which gmh-dwiding issue
meni as profound ecu-
menical implications.

O_ne Supporter,

?ence Purchas. ‘(":I;)u:':pr:ii:

:'Lrlzohas been affirmed,

el rlr}ed and blessed. It is
Ime that we had

women bishops,”

The Bj

Working ;:";)fpolf Rl?jchester, Michael Nazir-Ali, who chairs the
tion, said the pr. ooking at theological issues raised by the ques-
Church, ang cgl Oup examined the history of women in the early
by St. Pay] th aimed that in the New Testament it was assumed

But Bisho a‘fmen and women could lead in worship.
Working grolI: or Europe Geoffrey Rowell, a member of the
viding isgye \53 warned that women bishops was 2 church-di-
ga‘holic and 0:::: profound implications also for unity with the

e lheological' no‘:‘;z’éi:;:g!i;i;glthat the guiding principles must
i Sr \L:nest, the Rev. Simon Killwick, contendgd that
Yia dA“glican Comould_ not only fracture the C of E’s umty but
wordained yq Munion’s. He noted that all the provinces that
-Thir?;" bishops are in the developed world.

o issg\lorl'd...the part of the world where ll:le
So t wing the fastest,” he said, “is not O
Urces: 1 n;le:e%ilgg’:fn:m_uwe need to face up to tha::.‘.):' [

elegraph, Church Times, The Yorkshi®

ancheste
WOmcn blSh()p
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C Of E Refines Remarriage Policy

Despite strong traditionalist opposition, the Church of
England's General Synod has clarified its policy on allowing
clergy to officiate at church weddings for divorced people.

Meeling in July in York, the Synod voted by 269-83 to allow
tl.m remarriage of persons with a partner still living in “excep-
tional” circumstances, but left clergy free to refuse to perform
such rites.

The church remains committed to marriage, while seeking to
deal compassionately with the marital breakdowns that touch
many lives, asserted Bishop Michael Scott-Joynt of Winches-
ter, who introduced the new marriage policy on behalf of the
House of Bishops, where the measure will return for further
legislative action.

The Synod voted in 1981 that “there are circumstances in
which a divorced person may be married in church during the
lifetime of a former partner.” However, it has not attempted to
define those circumstances until now.

The measure provides guidelines for priests, in part by de-
scribing when it would be inadvisable to allow remarriages. A
priest might decline to marry a couple whose relationship caused
the breakdown of the previous marriage of one of the partners,
as this would be “consecrating an old infidelity.” Other grounds
for refusal might be the marriage causing “hostile public com-
ment or scandal,” or that it would involve a person with more
than one divorce.

But during the debate some argued that the policy still put
too much burden on the clergy in making decisions on whether
to conduct wedding services. Others said that people should
not be denied the church’s ““pastoral and evangelistic service”
at a pivotal moment of their lives.

The decision raised immediate speculation that it opened the
way for the heir to the British throne, Prince Charles, to marry
his longtime girlfriend, Camilla Parker Bowles, a Roman Catho-
lic whose ex-husband is still living. Archbishop of Canterbury-
designate Rowan Williams supports a church wedding for the
couple if they wish it according to unnamed sources quoted in
the British news media.

Mideast Violence Condemned

In other action, Synod members—aiming to chart an even-
handed course through the minefield of Middle Eastem poli-
tics—deplored suicide bombings by Palestinian terrorists as well
as human rights abuses by the Israeli army.

In response to a report from the Synod’s Board for Social
Responsibility. Israel/Palestine: An Unholy War, the Synod over-
whelmingly adopted a resolution backing calls on the Israeli
government (0 withdraw from the occupied territories in com-
pliance with UN resolutions, and for the Palestinian Authority
to condemn suicide bombings.

Underscoring this. Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey
said: “Suicide bombings are wrong. Itis always wrong (0 destroy
ourselves and inflict violence; however terrible the conditions,
nothing justifies the killing of innocent women and children.”

Yet Carey also condemned heavy-handed Israeli tactics and
human rights abuses. He called on church members to support
Christians in the Holy Land as well as Jewish friends, to sup-

ort the fundraising initiative Jerusalem 2000, keep pressure
on polilicnl jeaders, and pray for the peace of Jerusalem,
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A Farewell To Dr. Carey

3rd

Meanwhile, the Synod bade farewell to Dr. Cz;_r%i‘e égvid

Archbishop of Canterbury. The Archbishop ‘:j "c]ea;' il
Hope, praised Carey’s “immense integnty ao

ing” during “some of the most challenging and difficult years
ch of England.” . .
forl-ltg;ecl?;ieg Carc; as “an archbishop who 1s p‘as'mmi f;'f
the Gospel,” adding that the Archbishop’s pasxoral-wsltsh i ng
out the Anglican Communion had strengthened its co cs“t be
In his own comments, Carey encouraged !he Synod “to .
outward-looking in mission; to be confident in the go'?d n:;‘:'o
that changes lives; to be united in faith and service, and :
“think internationally.” He said he had returned from his vis
its to over 85 countries around the world “more encouraged in

our faith.”
Sources included Episcopal News Service, Church Times, The Church of England

Newspaper, Ecumenical News International

Japanese Continuing Church
Formally Inaugurated

The work of a new Continuing Church prgvigce in Japan was
inaugurated in simple but moving ceremonies in May.
The ceremonies were led by Traditional Anglican Commun-

ion (TAC) Archbishop Louis Falk of the U.S., and Bishop John _

Hepworth of Australia.

The bishops arrived in Osaka, and made their way around
the coast to Yokohama.

Traveling with the bishops or joining them later were Fr.
Lawrence Wheeler of Hawaii, who worked for many years as
an Anglican priest in Japan; the Rev. Ivan Cosby, whose roots
are with the British Church but who teaches for much of the
year at central Japan's Aishi University; and Fr. Immanuel
Furukawa, the originator of the Continuing Church movement
in Japan, whose Manifesto on the occasion of the first ordina-
tions of women priests within the “official” Japanese Anglican
province, Nippon Sei Ko Kai (NSKK), “is one of the pearls of
Anglican poetry, and a ringing declaration of Christian belief,”
commented the TAC publication, The Messenger.

The Eucharist May 12 began the three days of events that in-
augurated the new Japanese Continuing Church, Nippon K irisuto
Sei Ko Kai (Traditional Anglican Church in Japan), or NKSKK.

Fr. Furukawa quietly sang Silent Nigh; ;
; n me
parentless children, a tearfy] momerft for all, mory of all those

l'I'he new church at the orphanage has a Crypt that houses the
}-e Ics—statues, ajtars, books—from the earliest Christians in
apan, who were Persecuted and forced into hiding.

_ The next day, the meeting gathered at the Yokohama Interna-

w TAC province. Kajiwara’s former diocese was

:ﬂ;?: the "Off!i)cial" province which did not admit femm;};::l

For the fledgling NKSKK., Bishop Kajiwara proygeg i
sential element of continuity frO{n tfje'N_SKK, said The Me;
senger. “Japanese clergy and laity joining the [Cominuin :
Church body] will have a Father in God wel] respected apg Fa
miliar to them.” .

The NKSKK joins 13 other TAC provinces around the e d
encompassing an estimated 120,000 Anglican faithfy. ’

“For Such A Time As This”
Some Surprises At REC Council
By Dss. Annette Johnson

Conservative Pittsburgh Episcopal Bishop Robert Duncap
stunned an international gathering of clergy and laity at the S0th
General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church (REC) i
Houston by apologizing for his church’s treatment of (he
longstanding “separated” Anglican body.

In an unexpected gesture of humility preceding his sermon at
the Council’s opening Eucharist June 19, Duncan acknowledged
that behavior and attitudes of the Episcopal Church (ECUSA)
over the past 129 years had prompted and exacerbated the djv;-
sions between the two denominations.

“This is an historic moment,” Duncan told his some 300 [js-
teners at the Hyatt Regency Hotel near the Bush Intercontinental
Airport. “You—you bishops, and presbyters and deacons of the
[REC]—have a sense of it yourselves. Your theme recalls
Mordecai’s words to his foster-daughter Esther: perhaps your
whole history has been to position you for a crucial work “in such
a time as this’...

“Iam aware—as an outsider—that this is an historic moment
for quite another reason,” Duncan continued. “I stand here as
the first bishop of [ECUSA] to address a General Council since
our split—and your foundation—129 years ago. It is, therefore,
well for me to begin this sermon by asking your forgiveness for
the arrogance and opportunism with which [ECUSA] has dis-
missed the Evangelical— and dare | add, ecumenical—witness
of the [REC] through the 13 decades of our separation from the
time of Bishop George Cummins until the present.

“It is also well,” he said, “for me to begin this sermon by
saying how deeply honored I am to be the one who has been
asked to stand here now before you—in this historic moment—
when this old wound in the Body of Christ may finally be re-

- E LT

- -

' | listen
SOME PARTICIPANTS in the recent REC General Counc!
Intently during one of the meeting’s sessions. I
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|o.catholics Rally In South

n, _ Iy .
- od Anglo-cath"hcs and whining Evangelicals” do
uDepress ¢ mission of the Church, Fort Worth Episcopal
e:: i Tker declared at the recent Festival of Faith in

a

ot Car?}l,;a.ou have found either at the first Eucharistic
Norv\::,hel d at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter in down-
ally ©
towh
Junc
i€ naveé 0

Jeston.
Feast of St. Peter & Paul, saw 200 people fill

f Charleston Cathedral for a Pontifical High Mass

e ¢ presence of South Cg'ol!na Suffragan Bishop William

B o and celebrated by Bishop Iker.

S}{‘]Il‘;; day-long event was remarkable for several reasons, not
Schubert’s Mass No. 2 in G major, the

¢ the liturgy; set 10 P
L‘f ming Mass was 2 stately and beautiful witness to the best

in Catholic worship.

The sermon, preached by Nash'otah House Dean, Fr. Rob-
et Munday, called the congregation to follow our Lord and
the example of the saints by walking in the way of the Cross.

After that, Bishop Skilton, and the cathedral’s Dean, Will-
.um McKeachie, gave a heartwarming welcome to the Festival.

Spirits were high after the Mass. A vestry member of the
Church of the Holy Communion, Charleston, was heard to say,
I feel as though I’m walking on air; when can we do this again?”

In the first of the afternoon’s three addresses, Bishop Tker
held up the experience of the Apostles meeting with the risen
. Lord on the road to Emmaus as a model for Christian living;

L

29, the

ceiving some divine healing. To your Presiding Bishop, Leonard
Riches—who has become for me a friend, an ally, and a hero—
1 want to express my sincerest gratitude and respect for the in-
vnf:on that brings me before you today.”

. :s srxgular gesture following the sermon, Presiding Bishop
it sponded with an apology on behalf of the REC for
—_ part its members have played in compounding ten-

tween the two Anglican groups.

“Prayer Book Catholics”

apm};f;‘;‘ésgl on denominational divisions, the prelates’
conservat ected growing friendships between REC and
feate,dvle ECUSA leaders.
‘theangég in reaction to the Tractarian Movement in
Y. But in rec spent over a century as an isolated Anglican
has c"mrit*,nc:eden-t years, when much of “official” Anglicanism
3 advocates ofclmsu.ms_bet“'cen supporters of revealed Truth
0x SeMinarjeg h continuing revelation,” the REC and its ortho-
Mglican jurjgg; ave f°¥‘“d and attracted many friends across
or its Evangeﬁmt“?“al lines. Meanwhile, the REC, long known
Ministy) pose LoAlSm (though it retained an all-male ordained
"inging it € and is making some significant changes which
EC 4 secong S?Ck into the Anglican mainstream. '
Faj diOCeseEn of growing relationships with conservative
and 1 "d Orde, l;e‘r::, unprecedented Declaration of Commzjr:
isho, ioc een the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Wo
ish P Of Mid. A ese of Mid-America was announced by the
.Su:?enca’ Royal U. Grote, Jr., and Suffragaf
o PTOVed jugy 2B ‘
of mei“g the Prior to the General Council, the declaration
o bg{}i Wory Bl?sl;tles to common mission also has the suppo™t
dioceseg P Jack lker and the Standing Committees

THE ¢,

W o

through reverence T g,

for Scripture, Sacrament

S isen Chri
Tection into the Woﬂfjhnsl and take the ey

N Fr. David Mg i
mernica, gave 3 moving secongd
tryin |

address was p
¥as notable for .
closed with 2 callio b thus lack of bitterness or Tancor, ang:

and mission we |
life of the resur-
1

talk, detailing hjs Ministry j

Ahead,” which he identified as reby

ment through surrend :
the Festivalgshbeljeve g:; fﬂii’i";&?‘ s e e,
After a lively question and answer scss?clnr: ﬂﬂlfel;ee?}v:]l. i
convened at the Church of the Holy Commm;ion for gvl ,
Eveqsong and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrar,nent :e;pn 3
;he l'lturgy was pf thf. highest standard, underscoring.thag} xlhn; ,
w(:)srt;;;l)soafreG ggl'maJﬂy a spiritual movement, centered on the,
Fql]owing the success of the day, the Church of the Holy Com- :
munion will host another Festival in 2003. Fr. Heidt said that this |
will be held over the Feast of Corpus Christi and “promises tobe
a powerful witness to the Real Presence of our Lord in the Sacra-
ment of the Altar and to the Faith once delivered” j

-
ERR < - =

Uding the Catholic Move-

“We saw 1o objections,” said Canon Charles Hough, spokes-
man for Iker. The REC “is going through a Catholic revival,”
he said. “They consider themselves Prayer Book Catholics. They
are moving away from the old low church wing.”

Bishop Riches announced that similar documeats, linking Rh_'C
dioceses to conservative Episcopal ones, are being discussed, with
one them likely to involve Duncan's diocese. ‘

The Fort Worth/Mid-Atlantic declaration states that each ju-
risdiction “recognizes in the other the‘cssenuals of the one catho-
lic and apostolic faith as embodied in The Book of Co::rrson
Prayer and as summarized in the Chlcagol-‘l.:amb'?tthuah w?t;
eral”; and acknowledges the other as sister” C urcf tlh "
which it seeks to work “in common misston and witness for

l fJCSUS Christ-“ Y [T
sakoCex GOSS: t}?at, while the Fort Worth diocese “is more

j ic tradition of
high church/Anglo-Catholic tradity
ﬂﬁz [RgEC]. until recent years, has m_stoncagiy
tative of the low church/EvangehcaJ tradi-
ur unity in Christas Prayer Book C:'n._bo-
i affirm our appreciation of these two streams of spiritu-
e n i itage, and we commit Ourse
another’s perspectives.
{udes: “We believe that members of on;

1d be encouraged 10 receive the 'sacmf:r‘es
; n the other church, and we commit Ourse

[ ] . . . ‘

rcpresentative 0
Anglicanism, an
peen more represen
tion, we acknowledge 0

int Affirmation of Anglican

hurches. .

lw;) Canother signific { action, A Joe I es of the R
Bei?ef and Practice prepared ?’n:egca APA), 2 Conﬂn%_lths
: il. Thus
4 the Anglican Pr nll ly receive the Coﬁ;lmnion.
Church body, 2% 3 Al dy in fama mtgﬁ Presiding
I Lh? 1 II?G:;CF wil th next five )’CBIS g

closer to 1Y
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eeting.
Bishop Walter Grundorf was present at lhe Hm:llfto:x::nsivc%y-
During the second day of Council business, the

. The
revised REC Constitution and Canons were Pfezsnt;z(sjicall)'
REC's original governing documents i rer_m;gﬁ The new
unchangedysince the denomination's founding 1n :

: C more in line with
documents were formulated to bring the I;rEd the church against

i ies and to gu
other orthodox Anglican bodies 8 - the U.S.

: s ents
changing social and legal developn nizing the ancient and

Among new canons were Lhos; recog ! :
historic office of deaconess within the ch_urch, and uftam}l]% rfp:s
cific considerations regarding Holy Matnimony. Other chang

in the canons provide for parishes to officially own their prop-
erty and reinforce a male-only ordained ministry.

The new Constitutions and Canons were approved on first
reading without debate.

A resolution was then passed to designate thg new canons as
the operating legal document for the REC until they are sub
mitted again for final approval at the next Gex_leral Council in
three years. It is thought that the new canons will help pave the
way for further cooperation and realignment among orthodox
Anglican jurisdictions across the country.

Lively debate ensued over continuing revisions of the REC
Book of Common Prayer (BCP), specifically in regard to the
reintroduction of the word “regeneration” in the baptismal ser-
vice. The term was excluded from the rite in the original REC
BCP because it was equated with conversion, which is not the
Biblical and English Reformation understanding of the term.
(This issue is thoroughly examined in Bishop Sutton’s book,
Signed, Sealed, and Delivered, A Study of Holy Baptism,
published by Classical Anglican Press, Houston.)

Also, proposed modern language rites for Morning and

- ‘—‘
Deja vuy?
THAT'S THE way |1
the Episcopal Dioc:sEeErfED\.
chusetts recently electeq Masa
black female Suffragan p; ha“0
the name of Harris-—eci e
groundbreaking election of%lng
Harris (pictured), Anglicanlsma'rb‘
woman bishop, as 3 Suffra -
1988. The Rev. Gayle Harris? o
had been serving as rector ’
Luke and St. Simon Cyrene Cp
in Rochester, New York
elected on the second ballc;t
special diocesan Convention
1 at Boston’s Cathedral Church of St. Paul. Unlike the first Bist
Harris, Gayle Harris, 52, has a seminary degree from Churcrygr
vinity School of the Pacific. She has been an adjunct Professor
Colgate Rochester Seminary, and was formerly Priest-in-chag
of Holy Communion Church in Washington, D.C., where she sepr
on the diocesan standing committee. She has been a deputy
the last two General Conventions. Harris and her husband, the Re
Peter Peters, have three adult children and one grandchild,
receives sufficient consents from the wider church, she wil
consecrated on January 18, 2003. Harris will serve with M
chusetts Bishop M. Thomas Shaw SSJE and Suffragan Bishop
(Bud) Cedarholm. (Episcopal News Service)

Evening Prayer and Holy Communion, submitted for first
ing, were soundly defeated.

Models being used for the revisions are the 1662 English
1928 American Books of Common Prayer.

The gathering had the chance to greet and hear from
missionaries, and representatives of various churches and
sionary projects around the world, including clergy and

Anglican Congress Will Aim
To Link Mission Efforts

Orthodox and conservative American Anglicans in and out
of the Episcopal Church ( ECUSA) are preparing to come to-
gether for the U.S. Anglican Congress December 4-7 at the
Ca(hgdral of St. Philip in Atlanta, Georgia.

With the theme “Anglicans Uniting For The Coming King,”
the trans-jurisdictional convergence of U.S. Anglicans hopcsgt‘o
chart a fresh course, seeking a vision that is “biblical, far-sj ghted
reconcmatory: and transformational according to a release fron;
the Cpngress onvenor, the Rev. Richard Kew. The Congress
hopes to find “new ways of going forward in mission togetier"

“There has been an Cxtraordinary com;
i iCé i mi
Anieran el Since 2000, and the Cll)gngr)f:su?ér : oy
fruits of renewed fellowship " saiq . oy, uy 30 é;;rsirtugg ﬁrsdl
oar

into the future, the beginning of a new spirit of cooperation,
reconciliation and effective mission go hand-in-hand.”
Among the keynote speakers will be Central African Arct
bishop Bernard Malango, and Joni Eareckson-Tada, the quad-
riplegic whose ministry among the disabled and disadvani?IT
is highly acclaimed. Also speaking will be Philip Jenkins,
fessor of Religious Studies at Penn State, and author of the h
praised book, The Next Christendom. Jenkins will cxplore
opportunities of the changing balance of world Chﬁstianlfy._“'h
David Aikman, former senior editor of Time magazine, w'l.l
dress the issue of a rapidly changing world. The Congress will
closed by veteran Anglican evangelist, theologian, and pro
writer, Canon Michael Green, who teaches at Oxford.
Leaders of various Anglican and EpiscopaljllriSd_‘C“OW
be involved in different aspects of the Congress, including
wide array of mini-conferences. Preachers include Refor
Episcopal Church (REC) Presiding Bishop Leonard W. Ric -
and the Very Rev. Paul Zahl, Dean, Cathedral of the Ao
Birmingham, Alabama. o rioed
“Our whole family of churches yearns to be revitalizec:
this is what the Congress is about,” commented Bishop
Sutton of the REC. “We are breaking fresh ground, but e
arich heritage to draw on if we are to be faithful disciples
disciple-makers.” . http?
Further information can be obtained from- ngres
Www.anglicancongress.org or e-mail: anglicanco
@aol.com; 770/924-0814, or 615-849-1354



Bralil’ Libena, Germany, and India. The Rt. Rev.
crsfromell ishop of [he Fr;c C‘hUI'Ch of Eng]and, which
](enﬂ“h I;O‘:gs{;nding relationship with the REC, was present
wgﬁj 3;& he sermon at Morning Prayer on Friday.

ryland Ruling Aids
parish Property Rights

E iscopal pari‘shes received a boost from a Jul
arylandof&ppeals ruling that a church property disputﬁ
gate COV . 14 on “neutral rinciples of law.”
1 be decided PR
Rev. Charles Nalls, Executive Director of the Canon Law
@;w praised the ruling involving the 24,000-member From
I&mﬂea& hurch Ministries of Clinton, which sought to leave
i African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church with its $40 mil-
jon in real estate and other property.
The Court of Appeals ruled that the Circuit Court should decide
“neutral principles of law, developed for use in all
propety disputes” and without considering ecclesiastical questions.
Nalls noted that the AME Zion Church lost the case despite hav-
( pite hav
ing a rule comparable to the Episcopal Church’s 1979 “Dennis
Canon,” which de_clared that all parish property is held in trust for
tbe diocese and wider 'chu‘rch. The court, he said, appeared to take
the view that a determination of parish property ownership cannot
be based just on whether or not a church body is “hierarchical,”
but must 2lso consider whether there is sufficient evidence that the
panstlllc{];.s acceded to have its prop- i
erty held in trust. ' -
Nalls drew attention to the head- : "
mote to the court’s opinion, which
states:
‘@ [W]hcn'alocal church withdraws
mcﬂ:l aa national denomination, and
avmegqnal denomination has not
itself of the two
method ot express
s of retaining local
the determinati property,
Propesty bel on of whether the
¢ ooty belongs to the local church
€ national e %
y nal denominati
clear and omination must,
eVidence ha - nCINg evidence
e € the intent of th :
feate a trysy ip £ e settlor to
Mination rtﬁquires:d :ﬁr of the national denomination. This deter-
an polity but a1 ¢ f1= examination of not only church doctrin®
Arter ang by-lawe evant documents, including the corporate
Ocln'nsi that evidence of consent by the settlor to
ol s al provisions requiring a frust in favor of the
;I:;red a amic%, )f,bthe Episcopal Diocese of Washington had
against the | s brief supporting the AME Zion denomina-
e the pyy; | Church.
ineﬁl all :gf » Teversing a lower court decision, appears
Createq afyer Pisge of Washington parishes, possibly even
e ishes wh; 79, Nalls thought it would especially ad-
kens of parish ch predate the diocese’s formation.
the ¢a ek, ang 5 fev.:s In Maryland, including Christ Church,
Cege 10N © within the District of Columbid, precede

i e di ]
Tny aryland, ocese, which was carved out of the D10-

Fr. Charles Nalls

CaSe of : )
the'op ell be these ‘colonial churches,” property ownershiP

Clai

Chaip e .o dlmed .
ﬂa[mnal'; O title 1, 2y the vestry absent a clear inté
h Permit a trust or other encumbrance to the

a Urch »
W lnsﬁlu:‘ch, alls said . Canon
€. n to friends of the

From the Heart C

. hurch Ministri

Zion 3 nistries voted

. Ctihurcpr:]n 1999 at the urging of its miui::clc?;;e o
.h my. The disputed property includes 9 cRev._John

sC 1:)ol building, and a Learjet. o s, 2

o ;:err; att}i]gnl-‘l‘ea}? Ministries' attomey Gloria Harris said th
ngre Z}: oéel?eariedly" welcomed the court's du‘,i.sio:
' AME Zion Church still maintains the properti :

to it based on the church’s Book of Discipline’i anp; :;ccsobn::gzrg

ing appealing the decision to the U.S. Su
mmwamwwmwpim:ncgégmN

Battle Over Gay Unions,
“Marriage,” Heats Up

Episcopal Clerics File Suit in NJ

Advocates for religious and legal “marriage” for hornosexual
couples have stepped up their efforts, which some opponents
hope to forfend through a constitutional amendment defining
marriage in traditional terms.

As support gathers for the Federal Marriage Amendmeat
(FMA), lawyers for homosexual couples have in recent moaths
sued Massachusetts and New Jersey for denying them marriage

licenses.

The lead plaintiffs in the New Jersey class action lawsuit are

two Episcopal clerics who say they have been togel'hcr for ten
years. The Rev. Mark A. Lewis, 42, vicar of Our Saviour parish
in Secaucus, New Jersey, and the Rev. Dennis Winslow, 5.’2l
rector of St Peter's, Manhattan, $3Y they wquldl marry we{: \:
pot for what they view as an arbitrary and discriminatory 1aw:

Court—one of the
- vists hope the New Jersey Supreme & one of th
gzita;:iltl::al in 311 nation—will rule that their relationship 15

the state constitution. .
PIOICCth l!)gle the Episcopnl Bishop © Kn:lsa:n m:;n‘:ilgss&igi
: sexual partners ‘

i ; ies). His public
and Diocese
been quietly



& . ald

ority rejects the
public, even in the liberal churches, the vast majority rejec
idea of homosexual ‘man;z;ge,"b hetse::ei;
Daniels’ claim is backed up by sta »
recent years. After courts in Hawaii and Alaska ruled durnng

the latter 1990s that the state must provide marriage misetxg
homosexuals, those states and 2 nurpber of o_thcrs pbetween .
Jaws blocking such moves by defining marrage as

man and a woman. . —
Then in 2000, Vermont was forced by a decision of Iluts HS;:)I-
preme court to create a “civil union” status that gave ho

sexual partners the same rights and reSpo‘l‘ls.ib.ililje_s as a maé:
ried couple. So far, the state has awardgd gml union’ cefnom
cates to over 4,100 couples, more than eight in ten coming

other states.

Federal Marriage Amendment

Vermont currently remains the only state to legislate fgr gay
partnerships, but “civil union” status is likely to be used in ho-
mosexual rights lawsuits in other states. A greater prqcedent
would be set if any state is forced by its courts to legalize ho-
mosexual mamage. )

Worried that such an eventuality may make federal laws like
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) vulnerable to challenge,
the Alliance for Marriage and other family and church groups,
including the American Anglican Council, are advocating a
constitutional amendment. The Federal Marriage Amendment
was recently introduced
in the House with bipar-
tisan backing.

The FMA would
amend the U.S. Consti-
tution to define mar-
riage as the union of
one man and one
woman, and allow state
legislatures to decide
on marriage benefits.

“Gays and lesbians g, Lewis
have a right to live as
they choose,” said Daniels. “But they don’t have a right to re-
define marriage for our entire society.

“Our laws defining marriage as a union of male and female
were not invented to be mean to gays. They were invented to be
a blessing to_chi!dren. because children need a mom and a dad.”

The American Civil Liberties Union has put out an alert against

the amcndrpem, though, claiming it would “wipe out every single
law protecting non-traditional families,” as Angela Colaiuta, field
organizer of the ACLU Action Network, put it
Daniels said this is a “straw-man ar "ot
sure, because although it limits rightsgl:)?a“g;[n;ig;] :f:dﬁ;e n;ca-
cultural signal, it denies no protections. ends a
Two of the nation’s black denominatjon i
odist Episcopal Church and the Church of Gou 1 o M-
endorsed the amendment. st, have
“They reject the analogy that the homosex :
ment is like the civil rights movemen; * Da:il?;zjag% ml()ye-
it a civil right is a relentless effort to gy, ST PUblic.o -l lm§
The FMA is a longshot: Two-thirds of both hoyses glfn(l? ;
gress must vote to propose an amendment ang j; mugt o on-
fied by 38 state Jegislatures. On the other hand, at least 35 e
have acted to bar same-S€x marriage @ States
Sources: The Washington Times, Catholic News Service, Fox News

legislative actions in

Fr. Winslow

The Dark Side Of Hatreq
Sudan’s “Ugly” War At Close Range
By Peter Jardine

Sudan. A name which cor}jurcs up the memory of p
Livingstone. A remote, myst§qous nat‘ion which many pe lr.
have trouble placing, though it is thg biggest country in Afﬁg e
A place which infrcquentlx makes it into the news, but whicali
deserves much more attention because of the dreadfuy] traged
being played out there. y

Since passing from joint British and Egyptian rule into inde-
pendence in 1956, the Sudan has had a turbulent history, de.
generating into a civil war of \unsurpassed ugliness which hag
raged for the last 18 years. This war straddles both a racia] and
a religious divide. The northerners who form the official gov-
ernment, the GOS, are Arabs and Muslim. The southerners are
black Africans of various tribes and are predominantly Chyris.
tian, with a large animist minority in some areas.

The GOS funds its brutal, merciless campaign with revenues
from oil extracted from land stolen from the southerners. The
mostly Christian, Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) is
not funded by anyone, but fights with weaponry captured from
GOS forces. Its warriors are highly skilled at the business of
such capture, to the point that their armory now includes heavy
guns and tanks.

I returned recently from a mission to the Upper Nile region of
the Sudan, which placed me in a remote location considered by
all the major non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to be
“no-go” area. God, of course, does not recognize a no-go area
and neither should those called by Him to serve in the mission
field. We go where we are needed and trust in Almighty God that
our service is fulfilling His will. That is, or should be, a far cry
from taking unnecessary risks or indulging in acts of stupidity.
Voice of the Martyrs, with whom I was delighted to serve, does
not entertain such risks or acts, facts which were unchanged by
my secondment to a much smaller NGO called Servant’s Heart.

ON MARCH 13, I was dropped off, with two companions,
at a long airstrip carved 70 years ago from the forest, and for
the next ten weeks I was face-to-face with the consequences of
GOS brutality. .

For a start, the SPLA was gathering forces for a major dnve
to take territory to the south of our mission station. Soldiers
came to ask for prayer before leaving, and some asked for B}b1~?5-

I was struck by how few of the troops had boots, the majority
of them marching off to battle in flip-flops. Their captured ve-
hicles were similarly ill-shod, sporting some of the baldest tires
I have ever seen. Equally striking was the manifest confidence
in eventual victory. This was especially the case with the senior
commanders I had occasion to meet.

For us, one swift result of the troop movemen .
the GOS Antonov bombers. One had circled the village o1 arnd
12, as we were en route from Nairobi. They came agai™ ain-
after a particularly disturbing visit on March 21, wé wcrfcour
structed to build a bomb shelter. The nervous tension otionS
hosts was palpably greater and it was clear that the instrv
had come from high up in the chain of command. jans for

We dug the shelter and quictly prepared contingency P a seri-
a possible emergency departure. Later, while evacuating 0 the
ously-ill woman to the nearest hospital, 225 kilometer Zo The
north, I saw ample evidence of what the AntonoV crﬂ:WS‘[_c's
bombing is indiscriminate, which is a feature of terTof ta((; r] ” '
weapons being simply rolled out of the open cargo 40

ts was visits by
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part of Sudan’s upper Nile region.

woul ; :

gamed[:l;lnagle to kill a wﬂ:&s b:;Inally they
primary beglg,g MENt their diet, The Ogemr
delivery o lalClanes of the emergzn S
food did linlec;mgedﬂnfonunactyl[m
Leishmaniasis or the malaria, meniiy'u'm
the Koma, Norand other diseases suﬁers;[l;s'
their children. could we clothe of Oducati

e
bty aorshipin 8
__q The pombs themselves can be particularly nasty, I was
“The contain metal fragments doused in contact ;;oison
gich e designed t0 blast out horizontally as far as possible,
one touched bY these fragments dies from the poison '
[visited one bomb site where an area commander had been killed
alge2001. In the town where the hospital is located, many of the
fge brick buildings are bomb blasted and people were so nervous
ataroll of thunder would send them diving for cover
Driving along the last 80km of that road to Kum.mk but a
o_omiderablc distance from any habitation, we came upon a beau-
dfl grove of mango trees. In front of them, standing like 2
g question mark, was a hand pump on a water well. I ask
e obvious question about such an i ity i sl -
o an incongruity in the middle of
T 11 5,-I was told, had been destroyed by
people driven away. They were Christians.

People Left With “Nothing”

The people I lived
were liberated £ amongst, almost all of the Buldeet tribe
; rom the GOS in 2 ’
%o have “nothing,” but i in 2000. We often hear of people
thsm[ to this being'true 1};1 my experience, the Buldeet come
Tents of any kind w'tix ey were left with few tools or imple-
y are the only ,tn';e no infrastructure, schools or clinics.
€ children are rece; in Sudan without 2 written language.
; [foung very quickﬁewmg not one hour of education.
d{:d' This resulteq y that the people were extremely short of
§ tlm°l10n of the Sel::artly from the war, but mostly from the
e h"'dgfowmg areas ?Ir}: grain crop by unusual river flooding
k':lltoto arrange for en? situation worsened to the point that
lhet:]'e north, the ne aerrf:gency food‘deliveries from a town
Vi e:;:-e food sriived SSt substantial supply.
Wailqh, ildren are pive ome of the adults had not eaten for
lig > Whi given full food rati iti
S Werg ound rations for as long as 1t1s
te mma‘_"alking dbisit ;‘(3)1')’ moving and noble. Some fami-
::;king ume water in ord km to parts of the river in which
vy SacE 10 80k tq erto catch fish to eat. Mothers were
S Were diq of grain o ?}? tain sorghum and then carrying the
Withip, ,o5'"8 for ro eir heads back to their families: Oth-
?0“ 0 r:f‘:e of an-?t§ or eating tree leaves.
Ni luge BOES Which hegt e brought news of 2 128
"Jl;' Who hn Ey iopia, Thad moved into the area from tempo-
e ese were Koma people from the Blue

ad fl
oy Naryip, <4 the
thery 1o <820 | GOS years earlier. They were reported

th’;{ge bccze ow badr ll(})ltilS]y bad condition. [ asked t© e taken
Borggp ngs were, which took several days to

Dt SO "
Y had gq me quarantined close to the Ethiopial

ubts
about the loyalty of this grouP:

tdp, -2 An Ol secur;
er, The d ke rity concerns. In the end the SPLA sP it

displaced people
fl’OIE the area gf Mgl::s; :.:r;lﬁlofﬁy Dinka
close o ancil ﬁeldpfigdl;ltl had been that they we:el i::.in '2‘:0‘;
Jecting them to extreme pgrs‘:zl’e.Chnslian. The GOS was sub-
tion was mounted by the SPL;non' Such that  rescus opera-
Hiod dzéhsd. i zoop four oy :«n SPLA commander | met
200 ek B GOSu to Melut, rescued 340 souls
tance was over 300km and the mlir:)toaqf! to Kurmuk. The dis-
group was detected and had to fight [hseire;y e

The oil field was one operated by th o
TalismanE ! Y e.Canadnan company

nergy. Talisman apparently denies this, but the

com&lnandcr, with whom I spent some time, 'msi‘sted thnms
arf:l:~1 e Operators. He was supported by the most senior civilian
official in the Upper Nile. If they ar¢ right, it is to the shame of
Canadians, especially the Canadian gover;lment, which allows
the_Canada Pension Plan to invest heavily in Talisman, impli-
cating us all in the company's disgusting activities.

The Dinka group was down to 217 when | met them, of which

160 were children, many of them orphans. Sadly, visceral Leish-
maniasis (Kalaazar) was killing around five of them every
month. In their temporary settlement, they had builta fine church
and they were strong in their faith. When [ asked what they
needed, they said they were terribly hungry, but the most id-
] re a supply of Bibles and education for the
children. These people had n0 material possessions:

. ctian values. We WEr® able to supply

did bave very strong Chnstt ‘
emergency food to the group: Hopefully we can address their
. \ral and spiritual needs later. . . .
edllmauontrm.rels lin the process of evacuating 2 seriously ill
e ; k, 225km to the north, 1 drove
woman {0 the hospital 1 u _
dirt roads whi o bad I was tempted to dnve ©
Bl he bus scouraged from oing s0 bY
oad L h beside the road beine sown Wi
SPLA prou:clors, e o o0 et legacy of the
landmines- Thes temnl:c: » o hathey & done
conflict, and [ saw 0U ctims of munes-
1o vehicles [ also met some hum ﬂnce was than 11-year
perhaps ™Y MO frustrd "ncf gonD ¢ 26.
1d girl who had been o her. little NY Bul had.n ;
ound had ealed when] 5 X bote Jeverything
Jked since the bullet prok hf(:Zh ot Kenya. where
vacuat
could t0 ngean i h
i tis qvaitablé: od through the
: e crtlel evucumio s have 10 be e i woul 4
Unfonunﬂ y‘he never gave us the aPP Jorking flat out
ed Cross %“3;(0 );0 ead. The Rrsi Crsross is
]lO s0 1ers.
hav;{ a v ously ¥ oundedluces) | found ! umbers -
dea ";(gu d many other Jways ic, but ther® waa.he
In o children 2 o k. o headmaster O 7
orphans: OF' e Situation 1% K
pliftiné st 31



A day's rations: one
tin of millet or sor-
ghum meal.

local Christian school
took me to see where
some of the children
lived. There were no
NGOs looking after
them. Instead, I found
small groups of
women, themselves
widows, who had
taken in the children.
Amazingly, if a bit
sadly, the women .
were supporting their efforts by making and selling alcohol.
But [ marveled at the generosity of such people, who are them-

selves impoverished. B
In the Upper Nile and other parts of southem Sudan, Christian

women and children are especially at risk. Women who confess
Christianity and refuse to renounce Jesus are brutally raped by gangs
of GOS soldiers, who then mutilate them and leave them to die.
The children are taken into slavery, the boys to be brainwashed
into hating southerners before being put into the GOS army. The
girls become domestic “servants” or worse.

Hatred never has a light side. It is devoid of love. But surely
when the innocent become the prime targets as they have in the
Sudan, we are seeing the darkest possible side of this evil force.
There are no “geopolitical considerations” which can possibly jus-
tify the enslavement and brutalizing of children. No political wea-
sel words can give reason to the unspeakable horror of the multiple
rape, mutilation and murder of women. No cloak of misinforma-
tion. obfuscation and lying can keep covered the murder of 10,000
people every month, just because they are Christian.

Eventually, of course, we all run out of hiding places and those
who indulge in these things, along with those who turn their backs
and who close their eyes, will answer 10 the final Judge.

*A FRAGILE HOPE FOR PEACE IN THE SUDAN has
resulted from an agreement signed July 20 by the government
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, reports
Episcopal News Service. “The Machakos Protocol” tackles such
thory issues as the separation of religion and the state, and
includes the right to self-determination by the people in the
south. But there was no agreement on how to share income from
the oil fields, many of them in the south. A second round of

talks in Kenya will address continuing issues. The agreement
calls for a referendum within six years. Since the protocol is
not a comprehensive cease-fire, though, the fi ghting continues.

%

PETER JARDINE was ordained a deacon in July in the Angli-
can Catholic Church of Canada, q Continuing Church body.
Jardine lives in Ottawa, where ACCC Bishop Robert Mercer notes
that there are “several hundred” Christian refugees from south-
ern Sudan. "Through the diocese’s support for Voice of the Mar-
tyrs, Peter learned more about the plight of Sudanese Christigns
and became friendly with refugees in Ottawa,” Mercer said, “He
then felt called to offer his services. He expects 1o return to that
country again.” Jardine can be e-mailed at pjardine@magma.ca.
Donations towards the expenses of his next trip can be sent 10
Voice of the Martyrs, Project No, 2002-006, Box 117, Port C. redit,
Mississauga, Ontario L5G 4LS, Canada.

32

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER,

LCMS Leader Suspended For
Praying With “Pagans”

If Archbishop of Canterbury-designate Rowan Williams
thinks the media and church critics have given him a rough time
for taking part in a Druid ceremony, he should consider the case
of the Rev. David Benke.

This high-ranking Lutheran pastor was suspended from his
duties in early July, and ordered to apologize to all Christians
for participating with Muslims, Jews, Sikhs and Hindus in an
interfaith prayer service in New York’s Yankee Stadium after
September 11.

Supporters of Benke said he would appeal his suspension as
New York’s district president (comparable to a bishop) in the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). With 2.6 million
members, LCMS is larger than the Episcopal Church and the
second largest U.S. Lutheran body after the 5.1 million-mem-
ber Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

The ruling against Benke illustrates the tensions which have
emerged in some quarters of American religion over ecumeni-
cal or interfaith efforts, bolstered by President Bush's calls for
tolerance since the September 11 terrorist attacks.

While interfaith efforts stress common values, some conser-
vative bodies such as LCMS, or “renewal” movements within
more liberal churches, point to theological differences. Some-
times, there can be cooperation, as when religious conserva-
tives of many faiths stand together in defense of the words "ur)-
der God” in the Pledge of Allegiance. But sometimes there is
conflict, particularly over exclusive claims, e.g. the Christian
claim that Jesus is the only Savior.

“By President Benke's joining with other pagan clerics in an
interfaith service [no matter what the intent might have been], a
crystal clear signal was given to others at the event and to thou-
sands more watching by C-Span. The signal was: While there may
be differences as to how people worship or pray, in the end, all
religions pray to the same God,” the Rev. Wallace Schulz, LCMS
national second vice president, wrote in the suspension letter.

“To participate with pagans in an interfaith service and, ad-
ditionally, to give the impression that there might be more than
one God, is an extremely serious offense against the God of the
Bible,” Schulz added.

Twenty-one Missouri Synod pastors and congreggtions filed
charges against Benke because of his participation in the Sep-
tember 23 Prayer for America. The televised service, hosted bz
Oprah Winfrey, brought together New York's Cardinal Edwar
M. Egan and other Christian ministers, along with representa-
tives of other faiths, and civic leaders. ) Nr——

The charges against Benke included “unionism”—MXing o
beliefs of various Christian denomjnations—as_wcll as ;);r .
cretism”—mixing Christian and non-Christian VIEWs. B?Mis-
forbidden by the 1847 constitution of the St. Louis-base
souri Synod. . d

“The principle is, you don’t want to do anything mgtamgu}!l.
compromise the gospel of Jesus Christ,” said the Rev.
Mahsman, editor of the LCMS newspaper,
“The question is, does participating in an inter (act, it hor-
ter September 11 do that? Benke would say no. In bout the
ors Christ and shows that Lutherans are concemc'd ail place
well-being of the entire community. Others }»zould sf:ijh atever
Christ on an equal footing with Allah and Vishnu 20
gods are involved.”

Formal accusations of syncretism also have befm ?}if]?c :
LCMS National President, the Rev. Gerald M. Kies

2002
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i d:}lfi sg?::s%:snk; permission to attend the interfaith service. He
participate in l:i\rt'a on a 2001 church decision allowing pastors to
Views Bt g b ic ;vents if they are free to express their religious
the full Synod urch panel ruled that Kieschnick only answers to
G, boﬁz' Kie.s\\;lkrlllich convenes every three years. In the mean-
selves from ruli::n CkBa"d his ﬁ.rsl vice president recused them-
In his letter sug on gnke, which is why the case fell to Schulz.
said that, despit Sfiﬁndlng B_en_ke as a district president, Schulz
“sull acc.ountgble A9 PEINuSSIOn he had received, Benke was
10 “make a Sincee for his own actions. He called on the leader
Christians, “Joinl"e apology” to the Lord, fellow Lutherans and
dium was an oﬁelng Ln prayer with pagan clerics in Yankee Sta-
Benke’s de mnse 0‘!1 to God and toall Christians,” he wrote.
Froehlich, e puty and interim substitute, the Rev. Charles W.
»expressed confidence that Benke would win his ap:

peal, a proce
v ss t -
Source: The uhsrm;::,: cpcosu, Id take six months or more.

Lutheran Bish
op Okays Exception
To ELCA-ECUSA Pact

Abish .
o ::1; r:}fl ;hgivmgchcgl Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
communion sgree ntl exception to rules governing the ELCA’s full
Daniel D. S, e;t with the Episcopal Church (ECUSA).
Minnesota, way . Z _002 graduate of Luther Seminary, St. Paul,
ki bishop’ g ordained July 20 by his pastor rather than by
the ,I%LC A: reverting to a practice previously allowed in
e Rev. i ;
W Washi:ﬁt“lam Chris Boerger, bishop of ELCA’s North-
Sh gton Synod, Seattle, granted the exception for

awo Who wa .
s ord
Tacoma, washingtoni.imed at Emmanuel Lutheran Church,

The full ¢
ommuni
ECUSA, Calls munion agreement between the ELCA and

dt -
bishop shall re o Common Mission (CCM), directs that “a

of-han gularly preside and partici i ; .
ds at the ordination of all clgrgy.ﬁlpale I

Transsexual Pastor

_— Leaves UM Church
Wash odist pastor who created a stir in the Baltimore-

Ingto
bve mifjs::yicf’;’;ef*‘-nce when she sought to return to ac-
nof\s a hearing b e;asex change has left the denomination.
havlhe Rey, RcbeCcan; n June 28 to determine whether or
Ve by the regiona] - Steen would be put on involuntary
Tendered her ¢ nal unit of the UM Church, the cleric
'Ship in the d: ergy credentials and withdrew her mefm-
ere hag peeo " nation.

think bee ;
Saig Slth € church N 2 parting of the ways because | don’t

“Poch the fol:n:eady_ for me, and I'm sad to say that,
st g p.ocena nit:c; Richard A. Zamostny.
hag pog, - 2YSafter] Methodist all of my life,” Steen said
Wil) iy ﬂxtrcmefavm_g the UM Church. “To step aw&y
ACtiyg ; NUE to Seeky Painful thing.” But she said that a
Steep poistry w to do the will of the Lord and t0 b€
i herever God leads me.”

n Ough
\Eenlg o On%er[cvolu,mafy leave from the Baltimore”
ey zonder reggg o in 1999 and subsequently under

; 1gn :
QUnjfjgg oLy, ha(% s;n[.:m- Prior to that process, Steen, the”
% Pragtypand A lv-y:frCh“‘Cheslin three Maryland cO™"
ans career.
ook

T
T CHRI&

un:;‘gs‘:g?ii{-l'CA :] fﬁy b g
tions, this r u)"r-xi.)r - thpastors) ki wﬁomw penod
of e ’isc equirement—that ELCA accept the Angl}can_smndam

piscopal ordination—evoked vigorous opposition in ELCA
to the pact with ECUSA. Despite this, CCM was approved by
both bodies and formally inaugurated in January, 2001.

Subsequently, to the chagrin of ECUSA officials, the ELCA's
20Q1 Churchwide Assembly adopted a bylaw amendment on
01_'dmation in “unusual circumstances,” which allows a synod
bishop, under certain conditions. t0 authorize a pastor of the
church to preside at an ordination.

ECUSA bishops had made it clear that no ELCA clergy or-
dained by someone other than 2 bishop since CCM's inaugura-
tion could be part of the interchangeable ministry which now
exists between the two churches.

But ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson maintained that:
“In adopting the bylaw on exceptions, the Churchwide Assem-
bly recognized the desire for unity within the ELCA without di-
minishing our commitment t0 full communion with [ECUSA}L"

The possibility of perhaps-frequent ordination exceptons have
caused some ECUSA officials to worry whether the ELCA-ECUSA
pact would hold up, and it is possible that the matter will be ad-
dressed by the Episcopal General Convention next summer.

But the Rev. Dr. Christopher Hershman, a vocal opponent of
CCM, believes that the fact that there has been only one ordina-
tion exception granted (or even sought, apparently) in the last
year indicates that the strong opposition to CCM has been ef-
fectively “defused.”

\UTHe,
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IN|[®¢

W ameRC-

“One exception just one year later secrs pretty much like a

total victory for those wishing 10 _dismantle orthodox confes-

1onal Lutheranism,” Hershman said. .
sm’?‘hal indeed, is the larger worry of some CCM opponents 111

t as only one aspect of a growing
ELCA. #ho £ 11!c cpnclc:rt_ia hurch.y Amongp;fher things. the
breakdown of beliel it B0 T8 o ing ECUSA on the path 0
ELCA appears poiscd to follow beh{nd EC on the pa
full acceptance of homosexual practice: o OGRS
- 1ly part of the WordAlone Network, ormed in 0ppo
Initially P Hershman. 3 astor and psychologist fromAllen-
tion (0 C i, recently was elected president of the new
town, Pcpninvu:l[II“ e;a“ Confessing Fellowship (ELCF). The
Evang.dlca rallels wconfessing” movements supporung
fledgling g1 l.l?l-qn teachings which have grown rapidly among
cthodox Chris l-b (erians, and other Protestants.
e s, the ELC F has already sent a letter to all
ong other thins= embers of the ELCA sexuality task

and 1 . T g 2
t;e church o dissolve the “illegiimate sexu=

rway-: G
““aq have surfaced within the ELCA that
as intentionally biased to ensure the
g and ordination of those in same-sexx
the bleSs‘ig The group insists. however, that the=

. C . ; G g .
Smpsr; pave the quthority tochange biblical tcuchmg:;— -
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ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS:

SION IN AMERICA (AMiA) h

ANGLICAN WORLD BRIEFS:

. “THE ANGLICAN PRIMATE OF CANADA and ?hre]
Bishop of Toronto refused to criticize an Angllcan pans
“for hosting an anti-Catholic event during the recent,
massively-attended World Youth Day celebrations in
Toronto, headlined by the Pope. Catholics for a Free
Choice—an organization which supports aquon, con-
traception, women priests, and homosexuahty.—hEId a
week-long event at Holy Trinity Anglican Church in down-
town Toronto. The presentations included a speaker who
advocates violence and had taken part in a desecration

of a Montreal Catholic cathedral. - Lifesite
*“THE COUNCIL OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF
CANADA’S General Synod has endorsed_ a new
fundraising initiative to help inject fresh life into thg
church's work nationally and internationally, and to nail
down an amount to settle lawsuits over alleged abuse
-in residential schools run by the church for the govern-
ment. Government and church officials seem closer to
a finaf agreement over residential schools, which church
leaders stressed was crucial. Archbishop David Crawley
of British Columbia, a member of the church's negotiat-
ing team, said that the team “needs some kind of indi-
~cation of what figure we can [present to] the govern-
ment.” - Anglican Joumay
*JOHN C. POLKINGHORNE, a mathematical physi-
cist who amazed his

lished himself as a scientist-theologian who is comfort-
able with traditionaj interpretations of Christian Scrip-
ture and doctrine byt who has defended the role of scj-
ence irj advancing understanding of the universe. He

*THE SOUTH CAROLINA-BASED ANGLICAN Mms-

THE CHRISTIAN

URI Gains RC Support, Despite

Vatican Opposition
By Lee Penn

While most U.S Roman Catholics are Occupied witp
church’s clergy sex abuse crisis, it seems that top Catholjc officig
may have another cause for concemn about the American C},

The Vatican has firmly opposed the “syncretism” of the Dy,
Religions Initiative (URI) founded by California Episc
Bishop William Swing, but it seems that that has not stog,
some U.S. Roman Catholic leaders from Supporting the contre
versial interfaith venture anyhow.

In fact, the worldview of the URI, which some believe can
only to a one-world religion, now appears to be gaining group
among local Catholic leaders as well as Catholic religious,

The URI’s list of donors in 2000 included the Roman Cathg.
lic Diocese of Oakland, California—the first Catholic diocese
in the U.S. to give official support to the URI—plus womep
religious from six orders, and male religious from twg orders,

Newer URI backers within the U.S. Catholic Church include
the Archdiocese of San Francisco. Interfaith forums and ser.

Affairs, serve on the UR] board of directors.
The interfaith forum and prayer services held in San Francisco

At those events, at Jeast one of which was attended by Arch-
bishop William Levada, participants heard calls to and claims
of the interfaith movement from various speakers, some of
them Catholics.

One appealed, for example, for uniting in prayer and action
with adherents of the major religions “in a search for true peace
and true community.” A second asserted that “a respect for God
urges us to “take into our...hearts” the “truth and value” con-
tained in all human religious traditions; hence Catholic univer-
sities should try to make Jewish students better Jews, Muslims
better Muslims, etc. A third proposed that would-be converts to
Christianity be sent back to their native faiths, .

Bishop Swing, who was present, said that people now see inter-
faith work as “essential” after September 1. He said, “We have to
€ome to grips with the violence in our own scriptures, with all ‘_h""
times that we ca]] people heathens, pagans, and infidels, and with
how much of the religious market we wish to corner” .

On the evening of January 24, there was an “Interreligious
Prayer Service” ¢ the Catholic Cathedral of St. Mary of the Ade
Sumption in Sap Francisco. The bulletin for this service }xsted
eight URI boarg members as prayer leaders or participants 1n _the
ceremonial lighting of candles for peace; they included Swing
and one other Episcopal Cleric, a Hindu nun, and a Muslim.

During the service, also attendec| by Levada, there were
Prayers and scriptyre readings from Hindus, Buddhists, Mu;—
lims, Sufis, ang Bah’ais, along with prayers and scriptures of-
fered by Jews and Christiang.

This—the sequentia] offering of prayers and holy texts frorz
Tepresentatives of many religions during a single scrvice—"g.a:,]
the archdiocesan Prayer service an appearance of syncretis
that the Papal service i Assisi avoided.
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Mother, §;
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istry in Churchy e faciites of the Jesus Fog e an
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odist Ch ‘HURCH and the United Meth-
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over the summer, hoping to fi ndIa logue Alare
sharing communion, clergy arlld m(;ﬁgtrgon g%r;u:;l Y
odist movement be 1an in th e e by
led by John Wesley? an Angﬁczﬁnc);efrgssnsam Err:gr‘:::y
ways, the {Jmtgd Methodist Church is the church clos- -
est to Anglicanism in terms of history and liturgy,” said
Episcopal Associate Ecumenical Director Thomas.
Ferguson. A preliminary report will be presented to the
EplSGOpaI General Convention next year and to the
Methodist General Conference in 2004, - The Washington
Post/Religion News Service

*A RETIRED EPISCOPAL PRIE
Southwest Florida has renounced his orders and been

deposed from the pnesthood following allegations of
i Rev. Richard Arthur Pollard,

ST in the Diocese of

sexual mis onduct. The :
former rector of All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Tarpen
Springs, reno nced his orders June 8. Poliard was for-
mally depo as a priest on June 10 by gishop John
Lipsco Pollard wa rector of the 50 -mgmber, .
year-old Al Saints' fro 974-92. LipsC mb's office ha
receive verbal and wrtten gtatements from two men,
w adults, alleging tha Pollard sexua abused them
1970s when they ere minors Diocesan spo es
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@ Episc pal News Service
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Banning, of Elk Grove, has never been married to Michael
Newdow, the third-grader’s father, a Sacramento physician and

attorney who is representing himself. o
It was her first public comment since the 9th U.S. Circuit

Court of Appeals agreed with Newdow that the words “under
God,” inserted by Congress in 1954, make the plcdgg an un-
constitutional endorsement of religion. The court put its deci-

sion on hold to allow for appeals. o
The San Francisco court based its June 26 ruling in part on

Newdow’s claim that the girl was “injured” by being fqrced
to listen to others recite the pledge at the Elk Grove Unified

School District. .
Banning has full custody of the child, which Newdow is also

challenging in court.

But in response to Banning’s assertions, Newdow said that
he also has the right to determine how she’s brought up.

“This is my issue. I have a right to send my child to a public
school without the government inculcating any religious be-
liefs. I'm saying I'm injured,” he said.

But legal experts indicated that this late claim, and the
mother’s revelation that the girl herself willingly recites the
pledge in class, is likely to cast doubts on the injury Newdow
contends the girl suffered, giving the court grounds to review
the case or send it to a lower court to weigh the allegations.

Paul Sullivan, the wife’s attorney, planned to file papers say-
ing Newdow misled the judges.

*ATHEISTS, SECULARISTS AND HUMANISTS from
across the U.S. are planning a first-ever “Godless Americans
March on Washington” November 22 to protest what they see as
the growth of religion in U.S. culture and government, especially
since the September 1| terrorist attacks. “We are participating in
this march to reclaim the American nation as a secular nation
because we feel it’s being moved more and more to a religious

tage of that.” Stafford, who also serves as an assistant
priest at St. Thomas Church on Fifth Avenue, said he “can-
not comment on any of this.” - The New York Post
*AFTER TWO DAYS OF TESTIMONY, a county judge
took less than a minute in June to deny a new trial to Fr,
Robert K. Orr, 55, a Pennsylvania Episcopal priest con-
victed of possessing child pornography and distributing it
on the Internet. Orr claims he was framed for the offense.
The court ruling could be appealed. For now, the former
pastor from Wyncote still faces an 11- to 23-month prison
sentence, handed down by the judge April 27. -Reformation
“TWO VESTRY MEMBERS of the Church of the Good
Shepherd at East 31st Street and Second Avenue in
Manhattan say they were forced off the panel because
they raised questions about their priest’s decade-old con-
viction on charges of possessing child pornography, af-
ter stumbling on to information about it The case invofves
the former dean of St. Payl's Cathedral in Peoria, Iilj-
no:s..Cgr!c?n John H. Backus, who served 45 days ir; the
Peona_ jail's work release program after pleading guilty
to a misdemeanor charge of aftempting to possess child
pornography. Backus said that two priests he had been

now says he realizes and regrets this “gr.
. zes and r ave error,”
York diocesan officialg initially said thegtwo GoodrSrI:Jee;;"ir

nation,” said Katherine Bourdonnay, a spokesperson for the
cil for Secular Humanism, one of some 70 groups -p!ann?
participate in the march. “While America has many religious
it was founded as a secular nation, with a distinct separa
church and state,” she said. According to the most recent ,
can Religious Identification Survey, some 30 million pe
about 13 percent of the population—in the U.S. identify
selves as atheist, humanist, freethinker, or agnostic.
Sources: Fox News, Catholic News Service

Bush Hails Historic
School Choice Decision

President Bush has hailed July’s 5-4 U.S. Supreme
decision affirming the constitutionality of public funding
low income children to attend private schools.

“The Supreme Court...gave a great victory to parents ande
dents throughout the nation, by upholding the decisions
by [citizens of] Cleveland,” he told a crowd in the Ohio

“The Supreme Court in 1954 declared that our nation ¢y
have two educational systems...one for African-Americans
one for whites... And that was the right decision,” Bush
“[Now, the high court has] declared that our nation will
accept one education system for those who can afford to
their children to a school of their choice and for those who
And that is just as historic.”

Opponents argued that the Cleveland vouchers violated
First Amendment’s bar against the establishment of re)®
noting that 96 percent of scholarship students attended relig
schools.

Justice Rehnquist countered, “The Establishment Clause q»
tion is whether Ohio is coercing parents into sending their
dren to religious schools.” Given the wide choice offered
Cleveland parents, he concluded it was not.

herd vestry members were made to resign because
had “cruelly and unfairly” maligned Backus. They

the vestry was informed about the cleric’s backgre
before he came to Good Shepherd in 1991 and they

no need to share his record with members who joir
the vestry subsequently or with the church’s 100 parist.
ioners. Backus also said there had been no cover-t
and that he had told the story to anyone who asked.
diocesan officials subsequently required Backus to
what he had refused to do up to that point: name
clerics who had sent him the pornographic material whl
he was in Peoria, so they could notify the bishop or bist
ops concerned. Backus identified a now-deceased EpIS
copal cleric from Washington state, but did not reve::
the name of a second man, an Eastern Orthodox cles

- The New York Times

OF GENERAL INTEREST:

*A STEP TOWARD UNITY between Roman Catholc
and the Orthodox was taken when—for the first.tlmei sl
the schism of 1054—a Patriarch of Constantinop :ntir
ebrated the Divine Liturgy in the 6th century Bg ezr -
Basilica of Sant Apollinare in Classe in the n?}rt vatican
ian city of Ravenna. Pope John Paul “a ite}p: ngncour

applauded the June event, which he sai



Journal Article Says

. rofessional psychologists has
a ourré?}]foij]at orthodox Christians have
flap bY ﬁﬂt sexual orientation can be changed.

" eaof the American Psychological Asso-
ssu rofessional Psychology: Research and
Throckmorton writes about the “Ini-
nical Findings Conceming the Change
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{ getices UF Warréﬁ
Bif op ical and CUT
-Gays. ; :
proces E:Igsysuggests that sexual orientation, once
wThe res€ changing sexual trait, is actually quite
8 eople, changing as a result of therapy
e for v pfor others and spontaneously for still
» pr. Throckmorton writes in the article.
' o say that the change from homo-
heterosexuality is very helpful and positive to

euuality 10 ,
e f those who expernence the change.
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f
Religion and ethics columnist Michael McManus said the

gcision removed “the dysfunctional hand of monopoly in in-
xr city schools.

‘Cleveland’s [public) schools are so bad,” he wrote, “that
wly one student in 14 graduates from high school on time. In
1995 a Federal Court declared a ‘crisis of magnitude’ and placed
teentire Cleveland school system under state control.

“Ohio responded by creating a Pilot Project Scholarship Pro-
gam which pays up to $2,250 of wition for students to attend
unypvate school. As a practical matter, 3,700 students attended
Bprivate schools, 46 of which were religious. Other students

'?f?ee Es to continue on the road toward full unity between
| hlnsnan East and West.” In his homily, Patriarch
ca dic;l(())mew | did not hide the difficulties felt in theolog-
News mgué‘ but urged confidence in God. In related
deo o, cuMmenical Patriarch and the Pope used a
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—LATE NEWS—

Vatican May Not Approve U.S. Church
Sex Offender Policy

It appears Ih.at the Vatican may not approve the norms adopted
by the U.S. bishops’ conference for the discipline of clerical
sexual offenders, reports Catholic World News.

The U.S. bishops’ “zero tolerance” policy, adopted during a
June meeting in Dallas, will require substantial changes before
it can win the necessary approval from Rome, sources say.

Objections appear to surround certain imprecisions and omis-
sions in the policy, as well as the failure to address the oot
causes of clergy sexual abuse. |
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A Movement Yet Moving

Our good friend, Fr. David Chislet, in Brisbane, Australia,
helpfully reminded us of a date important to all Anglo-Catho-
lics in his pew bulletin of July 14. We suspect that many readers
will want to join in the prayers that Fr. David offers here. - Ed.

JULY 14, 1833—nearly 170 years ago—has always been
taken as the beginning of the “Catholic Revival” or “Oxford
Movement” in the Church of England. On that day the saintly
John Keble preached his famous sermon at St. Mary’s Oxford
on “National Apostasy.” His main point was that the Church of
England, far from being a mere department of state or creation
of man, is part of the One Holy Catholic Church of Jesus.

Keble said that because the Church is God's, it has its own
divine, supernatural life, and cannot be treated as just another
human organization.

Some historians describe the opening of the 19th century as
the Church of England’s darkest hour. It was certainly an era of
decay and decline. The [C of E’s] Catholic heritage...had been
largely forgotten.

As aresult of the spiritual movement sparked...by Keble and
his friends (including Newman, Pusey and Froude), this decline
was arrested, and a unique revival of Catholic and Apostolic
Christianity took place—a revival to which our Parish of All

number of people declaring they have no religion. Chris-
tianity remains the dominant faith in Australia, but con-
tinues to lose followers as other religions gain in popu-
larity. - Ecumenical News International
“PERHAPS SURPRISINGLY, GOD IS DOING WELL
IN THE POLLS in Canada. A recent survey by Canada’s
foremost religion polister suggests that the country may
be experiencing a period of spiritual renewal—one not
limited to churchgoers. A survey of 3,500 Canadians re-
vealed that weekly church attendance had increased,
core membership had stabilized, and that those who at-
tend church infrequently were not “deserting the ship.”
The trend includes the Anglican Church, which has faced
a financial crisis over the residential schools litigation
(though it remains to be seen how that trend is affected
by the church’s new crisis over same-sex blessings). It
was also obvious among mainline Lutheran, Presbyte-
rian, United Church of Canada, and Roman Catholic
Churches. “If we use cold marketing language, there has
been a demand for religion, §aad Begmald Blbt_)y, who
teaches sociology at the Um'vc.ars;ty of Lethbridge in
Alberta. He has monitored religious trends in Canada
five years since the 1970s. His most recent survey
every ts that a 30-year downward trend in church at-
suggests has been halted and that attendance of youth
,tqend?:;:un ud, @ paren;ly due to a greater focus on
as . than 80 percent
outreach to youth. More p of those polled

Saints” Wickham Terrace has borne costly witness sing
founding in 1861. )

The Catholic Revival meant a fresh devotion to Jesus
and Savior, a renewed understanding of the [Apostolic)
cession; a spiritually reformed sacramental life; the C]eyr
ing redefined in priestly and pastoral terms; restoration o
lic worship in the breathtaking “beauty of holiness™: an
in evangelism; the establishment of theological colleges:
founding of the Religious Life; establishment of missic
dioceses around the world; prayer and work for Christian,
union, especially with Rome and the Orthodox.

Our Mass this morning is a thanksgiving to God for the
Catholic Revival to which we are heirs. We ask Him for
to remain loyal to the “Faith once delivered to the saints,”
ever the cost; and we pray that the Holy Spirit will draw
more fully into the risen life of Jesus so that we can reach
others with his love.

In the troubled aftermath of the 1992 women’'s ordina
crisis [in Australia as well as England and South Africa],
the rush of whole Anglican dioceses into liberal protestan
we pray for the growth of Forward in Faith so that al] we
ebrate today about the Catholic Revival may flourish in the
thodox parishes and dioceses of “official” Anglicanism,

We pray for God’s blessing on the vital witness of the
tinuing Anglican Churches and their Australian Bishe
Hepworth and Hankin. We pray, too, for those Anglicane
Roman Catholic parishes in the USA who bear witness withe
to the work of God’s Spirit in the Oxford Movement.

We are undoubtedly witnessing the start of a realignment
English speaking Christianity. May God give us discernm
and courage as we seek his will for our.._future ministry...

See more about All Saints’ Wickham Terrace at httre

www.allsaintsbrisbane.com B

said that they believe in God, 75 percent prayed at lec
occasionally, 73 percent admitted to having spiritua
needs, 68 percent believe in life after death, and 65 pe*
cent believe in heaven. Earlier surveys had pointed
waning religious influence in Canada. - Ecumenical P
International

*DESPITE ALERTS FROM MANY QUARTERS that
land reform program threatens the lives of millions of Zim
babweans, President Robert Mugabe has repeated
warning to white farmers that his government will stick
its policy of removing them from their land. Food produc
tion has been sabotaged by the policy, as well as by drou¢
in the nation. The government has also applied pressure
to church workers seen as undermining its plan, with
latest action coming in the questioning by police of
Rev. Tim Neill, the outspoken former vicar-general of
Anglican Church in Harare, now working with farm work-
ers displaced under the land program. The Zimbabwean
government recently branded white farmers resisting
controversial land seizure program as “unrepentant rac-
ists and fascists.” In related news, former South Afrlca.n
Archbishop Desmond Tutu is urging a rerun of Zimbabwe's
controversial March presidential election. The election,
which extended President Mugabe'’s rule for a sixth term,
was characterized by international observers as “funda-
mentally flawed” and fraught with violence and intimida-

Continued on Back Cover
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