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BRIEES Continued from Page 42

state law allows second-parent adoptions, an arrangement
by which a birth parent keeps a child while also agreeing
to have the child adopted by a second adult. The decision
recognized as many as 20,000 adoptions over the past
20 years by gay couples. The effect of it was somewhat
lessened by a state law. that went into effect last year,
permitting/adoptions by registered homosexual partners.
Nonetheless, the ruling will have significance for same-
sex couples who have split up or who did not register as
domestic couples. It also will allow adoptions by unmar-
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ried couples and by family relatives; including a teenage
mother and her parent, or an adult mother and other adult
family members. - The/Washingtoni Times

*WITH THE $85 MILLION SETTLEMENT for the\vic-
tims of sexual abuse in the Catholic Archdiocese of Bos-
ton, a singularly revolting chapterin the Church’s 2,000~
year history is drawing to a close,” wrote UP/ Religion
Editor Uwe Siemon-Netto. And withi that, ther man'the
Roman Catholic Church hoped would get itdone; evi-
dently did. Sean Patrick O’Malley, a “‘champion of hymil-
ity,” was the man earlier named to take over'the epicen=
ter of the Roman Catholic Church's scandal over clergy.
sexual abuse. As the new/ArchbishopiofiBoston; OMalley,
succeeded Cardinal Bernard Law, who resigned iniDe-
cember 2002 amid public outrage. “Waves of molesta-
tion cases exposed a Roman Catholic hierarchy:that had
sought tor shield abusive: priests rather thani kick them
out of parishes,” said The!Washington Post. Abo_ut 500
lawsuits had been filed, and upon takingithe helmiin Bos=
ton, ©'Malley renewed a pledge to settlel them: Anrap-
pealing Franciscan brother known as a healer, ©:Malley.
once lived in a crime- and vermin-infested apartment
housein Washingten'sAdams Morgan section, where e
turned one part of his apartmentinto.a chapel; and slept
on the floor. in another part. ‘Padre Sean;” as Hispanie
residents called him, helpediorganize the temants t(_) f!ght
eviction, formia cooperative and renovaterine bunlgtng.
The Vatican bet, apparently wisely; that he cguld rally
disgruntlediparishioners.and dispirited priestsin Bostom;
just asihe once brought together dejectedlimmigramtsin
Adams Morgan.”

*THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH taken by/dogctors does pot
allow them to perform abortions, declaresia .re.solutton
approved bythe American Associationiof P_hysmlans and
Surgeons at its 60thiannual meeting iniPoint Clear; Ala-
bama. The September meeting adopted'a platform that
“clearly opposes” the procedure and recognizesithatthe
“teachings of the major religions of theworld have'[also]
opposed abortion of a developing humanichild untl! Very
recent times. Even if religion is removed from the issue
of abortion of a human child, witheut life’as the Ultimate
ethic, no ebjective ethical standard remains,”the resolu-
tion said. - World Net Dailym
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Backtalk

ALETTER TO
BISHOP GRISWOLD

We have never met. I am rector of the 2,250-member St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Fort Worth. We
are one of the few parishes still using the 1928 Prayer Book.

I'am a convert to the Episcopal Church. I was raised in the
Baptist tradition and became an Episcopalian in college. I was
hooked on my first time through the doors of an Episcopal
church. I am 39, a graduate of Trinity Episcopal School for
Ministry, married and with two beautiful children. My parish
has a dynamic spiritual life and is growing.

I am writing to share with you the pain I feel at seeing the
church T love implode. All'T"ve heard from the revisionists since
I joined this church is how muchi pain they feel. Well, there is
pain for traditionalists as well. All we want is to be left alone to
worship and believe as our fathers and mothers have before us.

But the passage of Canon 3.8.1, the hateful rhetoric coming
from your side, and the shock and awe tactics of Jane Dixon
and Charles Bennison against traditionalists make it clear our
place at the table is gone. You don’t know the pain of having to
protect my flock and my family from the toxic morals and the-
ology of my own church. As a priest in Tanzania once said to
me: The Muslims in his country have better morals than the
leaders of the [U.S.] Episcopal Church...How sad te see such a
marvelous tradition fade out with a whimper.

I'm afraid the election of Gene Robinson is the final straw
for many, of us. It is one thing fora single diocese to forsake the
Christian faith; it is entirely another thing for the church to.em-
brace and celebrate that departure. And/please don't go.on about
individual dioceses being able to.choose their own bishops. Jack
Tker is not replaceable and you know it. A man of his persua-
sion would'never get consent. So what you mean is that New
Hampshire should be able to have the bishop of its choice, but
Fort Worth should not be able to have the bishop of its choice.

Queer Eye for the Straight Guy o

4
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The news seems to indicate a globalirealignment in the Com-
munion. The old business of conducting our affairs by geographi-
cal domains is giving way to doing business according to ideo-
logical and theological affinities.

It looks very much like you will go down in history as...the
P.B. who fiddled whilst the Episcopal Church splintered, broke
up, and went the way of the Edsel.

The Rev. Quintin G. Morrow
Rector, St. Andrew'’s Church
Faort Worth, Texas

ECUSA: NEVER AGAIN
THE SAME

..My feelings of discouragement [about the 2003 Episcopal
General Convention] began even before we gathered in Minne-
apolis, when I received a call from the Rev. Canon Patrick
Mauney. Canon Mauney asked me to step down as master. of
ceremonies at the World Mission reception hosted by the An-
glican and Global Relations Cluster.

This is something I have done for the last several conven-
tions, so I asked why. Canon Mauney told me that in [joining
some other bishops in] signing [a] letter...to the primates of the
Anglican Communion, seeking their counsel and direction on
the matter of the blessing of same-gender unions, [ had made it
clear that my allegiance was “‘elsewhere’” and that it might be
awkward or embarrassing for me to serve as Master of Cer-
emonies. [ acceded to the request, even though for years I had
helped develop this celebration.

There were many issues of great importance to the overall
church that were under consideration at this convention. ['was,
therefore, somewhat angered by the fact that for three straight
days,the editors of the General Convention Daily forced me to
view onthe front page a story and picture of Gene'Robinson, as
if this were the only issue of significance. I felt this was unac-
ceptable and insensitive.

Shortly thereafter, I found myself at a convention Eucharist
receiving communion from a person wearing a pin that stated
] am Gene.” I was asked to step down as Master of Ceremo-
nies because of my particular position onthis issue, yet the per-
son who was at the heart of this controversial and painful time
was asked to provide communion to delegates, certainly a more
important responsibility than serving as Master of Ceremonies.
In doing so, he displayed his “campaign button.” To me this
was an insensitive act by the organizers, and frankly by the per-
son who agreed to function in this manner....

Resolution €005 (substitute [on same-sex blessings]), as
amended by [Virginia] Bishop Peter Lee, was far better than
the [original resolution, which called for a churchwide rite to
bless gay unions]. It was thought of by many as trying to deal
pastorally withithe situation before us.

[But it] was made clear the following morning that the inter-
pretation that was being promulgated: went far beyond this.
There were many who interpreted this as...giving tacit consent
toia “local option” of blessing same-gender unions...

I kept thinking of Isaiah’s call and'the reference to/listening
yet not hearing as I realized that our small Episcopal Church USA
had disregarded: The call of the Archbishop of Canterbury;...the
statement from Lambeth (1998); the clear voice of the pnmates;
the pleas of our very own Provinee IX and beyond, whose stand
was made painfully clear.



As one missionary said. “I watched as the bishops of the de-
veloping world pleaded with the leaders of the church that they
also belong to, and yet they were ignored™...

; My stated position is clear...bx th in my words and actions.
Howeyer. in the midst of all this I'have tried to hold up the non-
negotiable call to love.

I do not want to leave the church...but the church has left me.
I recently told a wonderful priest friend of mine “Things will
never be the same.” Indeed. they will never be the same again.

The Rt. Rew. William J. Skilton
Bishop Suffragan. Diocese of South Carolina

ECUSA TARNISHES
OTHER ANGLICANS
As we are the only [Continuing] Anglican family anywhere
[around] our area (svhich is mostly Baptist and Methodist), Lhave
had to answer many questions and explain many times the differ-
ences between my province, the Anglican Province of Christ the
King, and the Episcopal Church. The typical reaction is; “Well,
isn't ECUSA Anglican?" I feel a profound sense of sorrow that
my former churchihas sunk to this level, though 1 saw it coming.

Dr. W. Ralph Gardiner
Zacata, Virginia
trampus314@aol.com
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The writer is a longtime Anglican evangelist

CONVENTION DID US A FAVOR
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You may have guessed | intend to talk about the gay bishop
in the parish today.

Of course, we are all sinners, and, in truth, homosexuality is
no worse than our own bags of sin. But most of us are not trying
to convince the church and the world that our sin is not a sin.
They are surely doing that.

Now, the liberal revisionists have made the decision to do
what they want, nomatter what the consequences, and we should
send them thank-you notes for making it so plain...

I certainly do not like the idea of letting the revisionists have
“the church,” but then they are not getting “the Church.” They
have control of an institution, ECUSA, which has been in a
decline which will continue at an even faster pace, now that all
those who really wish to convert others to a lively faith have
been shown the door (whether or not they choose to walk through
it). Those who do choose to remain will not be effective, for the
environment will grow ever more poisonous to the gospel...

The only real option is to rejoice at the gift of clarity which
has been given. There is much to be done for the Kingdom, and
the current situation in [ECUSA] can only, tie orthodox believ-
ers up with anger and frustration. There are no perfect places,
but there are surely places in which the Anglican tradition and
the gospel can entwine to reach our nation and our world, both
of which are rife with spiritual confusion and suffering from a
terrible shortage of truth.

Even as [ say it is time to leave the revisionists behind, I
know that there are lots of difficult issues regarding property
and authority. Even more importantly, the people in the pews
scarcely understand the nature of the battle that is going on.
Hence, my happinessis subdued by understanding the pain that
so many are feeling about the losses which have come or are
yet toicome from this/convention.

However, it does no/good to deceive ourselves that staying tied
to the current leadership of ECUSA is a reasonable thing to do...

At this 2003 conyention, a line was crossed with utter willfulness...
Perhapsthere have been some missed opportunities to stand firm
in the past, but now the stakes are very high, and the choice has
been made very clear: either be'a party toithe arrogant disregard
for scripture, or choose to find'a way that will retainithe Anglican
connection and'leaye the revisionistinstitution behind:..

Thoughithis is surely a battle for the'soul'of the Anglican Com-
munion in the U.S., it is alsoa far larger battle for the soul of the
Christian West. May the Lord be withiusall, as we seek the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit over the next days and weeks.

Al Charbonneau
revallen@tds.net

CONTRETEMPS

Your recent features revisiting the highlights of church history
during THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE' life have provided an
excellent context with which to observe the renewed! contretemps
in ECUSA over the ecclesiastical establishment of homosexuality.

Although it is easy to be sympathetic to the concerns of those
who are opposed to the ordination of the avowedhomosexuall I
fear that the arguments used by such individuals and organiza-
tions have latterly evidenced reliance upon the language and
philosophy of Donatism. Surely it is unedifying for controver-
sialists who purport to be orthodox to deploy arguments based
upon a discredited heresy, particularly when yesterday's voices
made extremely lucid arguments without such a reliance.

F.A. Buckallew
622 North Boulevard
Edmond, Oklahoma

CONVENTION ISSUE

...Kudos for superb, well-balanced, fair reporting oni the
Robinson consent process—by far the best I've seen anywhere.

W. Steven Woodward, Esq.
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania

ﬁEW 2003/04 FCC DIRECTORY
OF TRADITIONALIST PARISHES

The Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen announces the
new edition of the Directory of Traditional Anglican &
Episcopal Parishes. The FCC Directory is the most com-
prehensive reference guide of its kind. Richly
illustrated, it lists more than' 1,000 parishes in
the U.S., Canada and worldwide, including
those affiliated with all'Continuing Church
jurisdictions. Information includes parish
location, service times, and clergy.

Much more than a reference source,
this 300+ page directory chronicles the Angli-
can Communion’s rapidly expanding tradition-
alist movement.

Price: US $35 per copy. (ppd. in
USA/Canada). Overseas orders, add
$10 for shipping/postage. Or, become a member of:
the FCC and receive a complimentary copy. (Annueal
dues: $35 individual; $45 family)

Make checks payable to “Fellowship of Concerned
Churchmen?’ and'mail to: FCC, Attn. Jane Nones,
4300/ Dupont Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN

55409-2326 USA
@g Formore information, call (612) 824-3933. é

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2003 5



STS Continued from Page 8

WEIRD Continued from Page 7 pLeNee I think 9/11
. A . e 4] illumination. I thin Was d presentimen; ¢
said that “my own sense iS that one of our Anglican gifts is to ?ea;:tr?l);lll;; here in the shadow of Ground Zerol.mcnt of that, at

contain different meo]ogicalperspectives withinia context of com- We Jearned in our hour of trial that we Americang

imates to think about*‘what/potential d, and compassionate, even to the pcgln still be
Olnt of giv-

mon prayer.” He asked the priiasss &, LW unite
gift is buried beneath the surface of this present sntu.atlon.” : issaznzi’ 2{] g}ettysburg, the last full measure of our gay:
Hmmm. let’s see. It seems tO us that EQUSA‘S convention o] 6 O I line like that one groans at he Cl‘\/ouon. As
sile into the middle of Canterbury s true! Living here last fall was to walk around i alché, but it
€ Was ng Su:hl’-nwron-

figuratively shot a scud mis :
; b Frank says there’s a “gift”” bur- rony and pretense. Ther

Cathedral. But cheerup: fellas, ment free of all'i

i here in the TUinS! “evil” then: there was only Evil. There was ¢« thing as
ledI;%wﬂ}\f;'}\ﬁY K;HEOLOGY.? Probably. Butin achurch which Ge(‘)f(l)ld l;g(r)eersm patriotism,” only the real ta?nngo S%O‘Od,” i
has meologically-chaﬂengﬂdb‘shol)s with names like Swing and There were no real men,” but real men, no “10\’,6‘,rglght up.
Spong. he'll fit rightin. We refer to the person c_onﬁrmed by the true love, for soldier and statesman, public Se‘"’amsm love,
Episcopal Church’s recent General Convention as the-new firefighters. the mayon), 00d Samaritans, neighborg (cops,
Bishop of Oregon, whose Name 15 Jouncy Itty. (Really.) low Americans and even the good Lord above. , our fe]-
e R On the other hand, it’s not right to dwell too mycy,
. ‘ because spiritual self-flattery is poison. If we P ?Jl t};lat(i
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men for the priestly ministry. The College e e e bmléo? a spec-
education is three-fold: spiritual, academic, give thanks for the living. The hole is a sign of the Ssoly, and to
and pastoral. We are located in Berkeley, sponsibility that comes with having been spared for a lgzrirsl? b
California; one block from the University of gré?rrlzt%?zg—;}n&h; edsi)rflég gfy;agzt %t rigth; to be good, to ngz
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please contact the Director of Admiss1ons. We were wide awake in those dread days, and we're 4
: alling

asleepagain. Before long, the mutilated New York skylj
look normal. But for now, while we still can remembez t1
in the sky is a mirror for those with eyes to see. i

ne wil]

fax: he hole

10)8414163 /o —
email: VA = 0 look, look in the mirror,
[ O look in your distress;
Life remains a blessing
Although you cannot bless.

O stand, stand at the window:

As the tears scald and start;

You shall love your crooked neighbour
With your crooked heart.
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News of
The Weird

SANTA SAVIOR: The usual assaults onithe facts and mean-
ing of the Christmas story seem to have started early this year.
and they’re not all coming from commercial sources.

In October, London’s Daily Telegraph reported that a poster
depicting a Nativity scene in which the infant Jesus is dressed
in a “shockingly red” Father Christmas (Santa)-style suit and
hat will be used to encourage churchgoing this Christmas (?).
The poster was to be displayed in more than 1,000 sites across
the country in December, andis part of a 250,000-pound cam-
paign by the Churches Advertising Network.

Supposedly, this campaign, which also includes radio adver-
tisements, i an attempt to promote the Christian festival as more
than an opportunity to;spend money. But the slogan beneath the
Santa-like newborn Jesus reads: “Go on, ask Him for something
this Christmas.”

Depending on your point of view, this is either better or worse
than a previous campaign by an independent ecumenical
group that suggested the Virgin Mary was having a “bad
hair day” when she found' she was pregnant.

CONVENTION OUTTAKES: When the Gene
Robinson Express looked like it had been derailed, a day
after the gay bishop-elect’s August 3 victory inithe Episco-
pal House of Deputies in Minneapolis, one female reporter
asked morning press briefing officers whether deputies were
now wandering around saying, “Who took our candy?

Another reporter asked if the briefing officers thought
the allegations of inappropriate touching and links to/por-
nography that briefly emerged against Robinson—already
a divorced, actively homosexual clemc—would seriously
harm his reputation.

A BLOOPER? Then there was the interesting gaffe
served up over the summer by popular CNN Headline News
anchor Rudi Bakhtfiar. In reading a report off the TelePrompter
about New Hampshire’s new gay Episcopal leader, she acei-
dentally uttered the word for a female dog, instead of “bishop.™
The blooper was corrected by Bakhtiar immediately, reported
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, but nonetheless got good play;
onl the Internet.

WHICH REMINDS US of a joke that started appearing on
the Internet right after the Episcopal General Convention con-
firmed Robinson: Why can’t Episcopalians play: chess? They
don’t know: the difference between a bishop and aqueen.

A HYMN: FOR HIM'AND. HIM: Then, the Weekly Standard
reported, with!the best straight face it could'muster, that ECUSA
had “released!its first hymn celebrating the election of Bishop V.
Gene Robinson.”” Sung to the tune of the Simon and Garfunkel hit
Mirs. Robinson, the hymn was to be introduced in late August “in
thousands of parishes across the nation,” the Standard maintained.

Titled simply Bishop Robinson (with apologies to: Paul
Simon), the hymniproffers these lyrics:

CHORUS:

And here’s to you, Bishop Robinson,

Jesus daesn't just love the hetero, (Wo, wo, wo)
God bless you please, Bishop Robinson,

Heaven holds a place for those who stray,
(I'm okay, you're okay).

VERSE:

We'd like to share a little bit about you from our files

Like how you left your girls and wife.

Looked around and found that you'd prefer to be with guys,
Ever since you've had a boyfriend. in your life.

(REPEAT CHORUS)

The Bible's in a hiding place where no one ever goes,
Put it in the pantry with your cupcakes,

It'’s a little secret book that no one ever reads,

Most of all, you've got to hide it from the kids.

Coo, coo, ca-choo, Bishop Robinson,

Jesus doesn’t care which way you go, (Wo, wo, wo)
Do what you please, Bishop Robinson,

You're the master of your ship today,

(Black and white, turn to gray).

What's next for th’ Episcopalians?

It doesn't really matter what we do, (Woo, woo, woo)
What's that you say, Bishop Robinson?

Let'’s ordain some Muslim priests today,

(Hey, hey, hey—it's okay).

ROBINSON FEVER also may have helped inspire a
Connecticut Episcopal parish’s new twist on the bingo
games that have been cash cows for some Roman Catho-
lic parishes.

Instead of senior citizens, it was homosexuals and their
supporters—urged on by a drag queen—who were
hunched over bingo cards at St. Paul’s on the Green,
Norwalk, on September 5. The rector. the Rev. Nicholas
Lang, said the event, “Gay Bingo: A Family Affair,” was
a fundraiser for the Norwalk-based Mid-Fairfield AIDS
Project. The prizes included: tickets to the theater and'a
dinner gift certificate.

But the bingo might have been upstaged by one Sybil
Bruncheon; the evening’s “hostess,” who arrived wearing a red
dress with white polka dots bedecked with' a sash that read
“Rhumba Queen 1933.”

“This 1s the most attractive crowd I've ever hosted bingo for,”
said Bruncheon, a female impersonator from New: York City. “Con-
necticut has a great gene pool, doesn’t it?...

“Don’t look on the card of the personinext to you who you want
to go for coffee with after the show. It's not going to help you.
Get their number and call them'later,” Bruncheon was quoted as
saying in the Stamford Advocate.

The “gay bingo’” was, of course, such a hit that the fundraisers
are to be repeated monthly at St. Paul’s, on select Eridays through
May 7.

FRANKLY, MY QUEER: Meanwhile, Episcopal News Ser-
vice reported! that Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold wrote the
37 other Anglican primates, apparently trying to deter punitive
actionagainst ECUSA after its convention brazenly defied An-
glican Communion pelicy on homosexuality by approving not
just an openly gay bishop, but optional same-sex blessings.

Griswold notedithat some bishops are “promoting the establish-
ment of an alternative structure to the Episcopal' Church:” But he
Continued on Page 6
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Dallas: A Remarkable
Rally For The Faith,
And The Future

IT MAY BE THE SHEER IMPROBABILITY of the thing
that registers most vividly. Episcopal “‘conservatives™ declin-
ing just to wring hands or belly-ache? Backing up righteous
words with unapologetic deeds? Not asking national leaders (in
suitably anguished tones) but, rather, telling them?

All of that. Just for starters.

Accordingly, the American/Anglican Council’s October con-
ference-cum-pep rally inDallas drew not just heavy news cov-
erage (146 press credentials issued) but also extraordinary at-
tendance (859 priests and deacons, over 20 Episcopal bishops,
104 seminarians, 1,437 laymen and laywomen) at a gathering
swiftly if meticulously put together.

Even the Vatican took due notice. There came on the last day
of the conference, October 9, a message from Joseph Cardinal
Ratzinger, offering onbehalf of Pope John Paul Il himself“heart-
felt prayers for all those taking part” and assurances that Rome
had sensed “the significance of your meeting.”

“This tremendous historical moment’—in the words of the Rev.
Canon David Roseberry, the priest who convened the conference,
almost as he departed the Episcopal General Convention—is
likely to leave no corner of Anglicanism untouched, unbrushed.

Out of Dallas comes impetus toward that for which orthodox
Anglicans have long professed to yearn—Anglicanrealignment.

Who would have imagined that an energetically gay priestin
asliver of aNew England state could inadvertently launch such
an enterprise? News in August that General Convention had
confirmed the Rev. Canon V. Gene Robinson as bishop of New
Hampshire was still reverberating as Roseberry announced an
emergency, get-together to consider the matter.

In approving as successor to the apostles a man who had left
his wife and daughters to pursue his inner gayness, the conven-
tion/had clearly done anew thing. It was a thing long expected
and feared, but new, not just theologically but also in terms of
what it meant for those who take seriously the traditional, and
by-no-means-exhausted, Christian'moral norms.

Roseberry, who as aideputy from the Diocese of Dallas, had
voted against Robinson’s consecration, said the meeting would
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take place in the now-gargantuan parish he founded 18 years
ago—Christ Church, in the teeming Dallas suburb of Plano.

It seemed the moment and opportunity for which thousands
had waited, Roseberry, at the outset, had thought his 800-seat
church (“the most-attended” Episcopal church inithe United'States,
it calls itself) could accommodate such a meeting. He soon real-
ized otherwise. Requests for seats quickly exceeded supply.

The host committee secured new quarters in a major Dallas
hotel and also the sponsorship of the AAC, which bestowed on
the event its name— A Place to Stand: Declaring, Preparing.”

“We Are The Real Episcopal Church”

Praise and prayer and planning filled the registrants™ time
during the three-day session: conspicuously. an opening-night
Eucharist was attended by 4,000, which was 1,300 more than
the number of registered attenders. It took 800-plus priests, pro-
cessing two and four abreast, fully 15 minutes to enter the hall.

As the procession advanced, one worshipper reflected that
“Seeing the Cross coming through the throng made me think of
Jesus’ Passion. Like inian Easter movie: moving slowly through
the crowd. Then came the clergy, and they just kept coming!
Wonderful. Powerful. Strong. United. Resolute.”

Two days later, as the conference ended, the Rev. Canon David
C. Anderson, President of the American Anglican Council
(AAC), would assure his throng of listeners: “You are standing
right now on the fulcrum of history. Press forward—press hard.”

And again: “This is your hour. This is your destiny. This is
your church. We are the legitimate Episcopal Church of our
fathers and mothers.”

This was heady stuff. Headier still: the conference’s “Callito
Action,” with its appeal'to overseas Anglican primates forchas-
tisement of the Episcopal Church’s errors and malpractice.

Come over to America and help us, the document, inieffect,
pleads. “Discipline those bishops in the EpiscopalChurch who,
by theiractions, have departed from biblical faith and order; Guide
the realignment of Anglicanism in North America; Encourage
orthodox bishopsas they extend episcopal oversight, pastoral care,
and apostolic mission across current diocesan boundaries; Sup-
port isolated and' beleaguered congregations and individuals in
their life andiwitness as faithful Anglican Christians.”

Pittsburgh’s robustly gentle—or gently robust—Bishop, Rob-
ert Duncan, pointedly noted the messiness of the enterprise at
hand. Not much could done about that. Or needed to be. Amid
the “‘vast anxieties” of the moment God was keeping watch,
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longtime supporter of women’s ordination. The preacher: the
Rev. Mary Hays, known at the 1997 Philadelphia General Con-
vention for opposing the passage of a canonitelling all Episco-
pal dioceses that the reception period was over and the time for
fully integrating women into all ministries was here.

As mentioned, the right hand of fellowship also went out to
other members of that whichi Anderson called “our separated
Anglican Family.” The Anglican Mission in America, whose
priests and bishops report to the archbishops of Rwanda and
Singapore, along with “the various independent Anglican enti-
ties” formed over the past four decades, “must be brought back
into the fold, he said. We must have a homecoming and welcom-
ing back to the global family table.” (AMIA had no officials at
the Dallas conference but sent greetings. Likewise the National
Association of Evangelicalsiand the Association for Church Re-
newal. “It means we are not alone, said Roseberry. “God has cho-
sen this churchito be the [one] that stands in the gap.”)

The various Continuing Churches (some of which had ob-
servers present) formed by Episcopal refugees in the last three

—

Convention Fallout Proves Heavy
By The Rev. Samuel L. Edwards

Contrary to liberal expectations, the Episcopal General
Convention’s August endorsement of an actively gay bishop-
electandlocal option on blessing same-sex unions—combined
with the House of Bishops’ less-noticed refusal to endorse a
resolution (BOOL) affirming scriptural authority—seemed! to
be the ecclesiastical equivalent of a nuclear detonation.

The weeks following the convention, and preceding the ma-
jormeeting of faithful Episcopalians inDallas October 7-9, were
dominatedby: the fallout from the explosion: Some have sought
shelter, others decontamination; still others encourage regard-
ing it as the dawn' of a new day, while others deny the blast
happened inithe first place.

While General Conventions usually provide something to
fascinate the press and the public, the sheer volume ofi reac-
tion, reportage, and commentary occasioned by this year'sitri-
ennial gathering outstrips any in'recent memory.

The reasons were not hard to'discern: Apart from the focus
onithe social acceptance of homosexuality exemplified by the
Supreme Court’s Lawrence v. Texas decision, the prospect of
the very public disintegration of a'major and historically in-
fluential denomination does not atise every day. Here follows
a mere sampling of reaction from around the nation'and'the
world, culled from'a'wide variety of media'and Internet sources:

International Reaction

Response from overseas was quick and' stern, one of the
few exceptions being, Southern: African Archbishop W. J.
Ndungane, an' ally off First World'revisionists.

Internationaliresponse, in fact, was suchithatitis hard toitake
accountiofitall. [t wasnotuntil after Anglican primatesimet in
LLondon October 15-16 that one of the provincial leaders re-
vealedthatoverhalf ofthis colleagues had already declared bro-

on o impaired communion with the U.S. Episcopal Church

‘ (s endorsement of a'gay bishop-elect—some-
" known! theretofore, nor made knowniin the
ber [6/statement. [nstead, the latter made/Gene

gelical Bishop (anAAC co—funer),Jas nte at. £

Dallas Soundbites

“We have moved from ‘Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God’ to Clients in the Palm of a Satisfied
Therapist.” - The Rev. Canon Kendall Harmon

“We cannot move with you; we cannot drift any-
more.” - The Rev. David Roseberry, to the Episco-
pal Church

“Those in the majority at General Convention can-
not have it both ways: they cannot reject biblical au-
thority in the debate on sexuality and then appeal to
it to compel financial underwriting of unbiblical doc-
trines.” - The Rev. John A. M. Guernsey

“Episcopalians find it easier to indulge multi-cul-
tural and multi-faith prayer led by a Buddhist than
to talk to...the Southern Baptists.” - Diane Knippers,
President, Institute on Religion and Democracy

“Beloved, | have not been given the authority to
revise the word of God.” - The Rt. Rev. Keith Ackerman,
Bishop of Quincy

Robinson’s November 2 consecration' the fuse that, once lit,
would blow up/Anglican relationships around! the globe.

Before the October meeting, primates who made it Known
that their provinces were prepared to break communion with
the New Hampshire diocese and its supporters if the gay clerie’s
consecration went ahead included the leaders of Nigena/(the
Canterbury. Communion’s largest province), Uganda (whose
protomartyrs were putto death for refusing royal' sodomization),
Central Africa (one of whose priests is embattled Rosemont
rector David Moyer), and Kenya.

Condemning American actions, the Churchiinithe Province
of South East Asia reaffirmed its earlier-stated position that
its.communion relationships are contingent upon! adherence
to the principles enshrined inisexuality statements adoptediby
Anglicans at Kuala Lumpur ini 1997 and'Anglican bishops at
the 1998 Lambeth Conference. The Church of South India
bluntly declared that ECUSA was “blaspheming God.™

Of course, the most significant of all the overseas reactions
came from the' Archbishop of Canterbury, who quickly called'an
emergency primates’ meeting to convene at Lambeth Palace in
mid-October. (See a report of that elsewhere in this issue.)

Within ECUSA: Traditionalist Outrage
V/s. Revisionist Denial

Within'days of the General Convention vote, special con-
ventions had been summoned in' several dioceses headed by
conservative bishops. This time, the traditionalists were go-
ing beyond their characteristic reaction of Stunned sadness into
one of outrage.

The American Anglican Councill (AAC), together withithe
recently formed Communion Parishes organization, aimost
immediately made arrangements for a conference to be held
at the 3,000-member Christ Churchi in Plano, Texas to “de-
clare and prepare” for future action in the post-Minneapolis
world. The conference was soiheavily booked. it quickty had!
to be moved to a large hotel in Dallas.

Meanwhile, reaction: at the grassroots level at times was
taking on an atypical fierceness. With the rector’s assent, one
member of St. Andrew’s Church in Nashville, Tennessee

Continued an next page
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As all this went forth, were the hearts of Anglican revisign;
light? Aboutas lightasa Maundy Thursday pancake supper‘ Crg\l;és

clergy, resigned'diocesan offices in jurisdictions whose stance th
could not support; and others quit ECUSA altogether as well i

But most Episcopal clergy and laity stayed in place to av;/ait
further developments, mainly from October’s emergency ses-
sion of Anglican primates in London.

TO THAT END, and within a very short space of time, the
conventions of Central Florida, Pittsburgh; Fort Werth, South
Carolina, Albany, Dallas, and Florida had all enacted'legisla-
tion designed toidistance themselves and their assets fromthe
stand and'the control of the national church, and'appealedifos
assistance from the Communion’s primates in'securing the or-
thodox position from the depredations of the now-thoroughly-
-adicalized ECUSA leadership.

Action in some of the dioceses also included! cuts in finan-
cial support. While indicating that individual parishes were
free to give funds to the national church, the Diocese of Dal-
las, for example, voted in ©ctober not to send anything o
EGUSA in 2004—a loss to the national church of $5 12,161
The money will be used instead for mission work.

It was too soon! to state definitely how many of these dio-

ceses, if any, were posifioning themselves for withdrawal from
Florida and Cen-

ECUSA. While several bishops (notably in
trall Florida) denied any intention of leaying ECUSA, most of
the U.S. conservative resistance seeks to remain patt of the
Communion, but separate from ECUSA.
THE INTENSITY and perhaps even more he duration ofitte
response seems (o have caught ECUSA'S national leadership b]y
surprise. In an effort to stem radical action as well as t© gattcn mtg a
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NIGERIA’S BISHOP OF JOS, Benjamin Kwashi (at far left), gets the
message across in Dallas; and, Pittsburgh Bishop Robert Duncan {left)
and the Rev. David Roseberry, rector of Christ Church, Plano, confer.

National church headquarters in New York City sought to
send four observers to the conference. These were repulsed.

Meanwhile, small groups within most of the main dis-
senting dioceses struggled'to declare their loyalty to the na-
tional institution and/or their desire to “just get along.” But
the current of events seemed to be running strongly in the
direction of further polarization.

Not surprisingly, the potential for severely reduced dioc-
esan revenues was what seemed to cause the most worry at
the national level. The effect of the last major financial boy-
cott (following the special General Convention of 1967 and
its highly politicized budgetary grants) was nervously recalled.
While some warned of possible further reductions of national
church staff and programs, it was more often! claimed that a
financial boycott would hurt the needy more than the ECUSA
bureaucracy. (If true, that is prima facie evidence of the na-
tional leadership’s flawed set of priorities.) Meanwhile,
ECUSA’s beancounters indicated!that the national.church had
enoughiresources towithstand afinanciallsiege of two or three
years, but were unclear as to how long after that the institu-
tion could continue operating in its customary style.

In atlleast one diocese, the bishop attempteditoisteer something
like a middle course: Donald Wimberly of Texas told his clergy he
had'voted against Robinson’s consecration and would bar same-
sex blessingsin his'diocese, but would' also'move! to/punish any,
clergymanitrying toleadhis.congregationiout o ECUSA. A num-
ber of the more liberal clergy of his diocese soon afterward issued
a statement pledging him their continued support.

Meanwhile, a'short distance to the north; registrations: for
the AAC’s “A Place to Stand; Declaring, Preparing” meeting
pourediin. Attendance was toiexceed all expectations. .

While all this was going on, faithful Anglicans in bodies
outsidethe “official” Communion were noting increased at-
tendance andlinterestamong disillusioned Episcopalians, lead-
INg in some cases to serious inquiries about the formation of:
New congregations, -

Inithe Virginia town of Ashland, for instance, St. Athanasius
Mission was taking shape with vigorous lay leadcrshzl'p and the
sponsorshipiofithe Anglican Province ofl Chnist the King's new
Archdiocese of Washington. The message of this groupito Vir-
inia Bpiscopalians could easily be addressed to all who are
bed by the self-inflicted dechristianization of their
churches: “You donit have to doithis any more.” Il

Conference organizers were taking no chances with free-lance
revisionists such as gay-rights honcho and ECUSA Executive
Council member Louie Crew, who at one point announced he
was coming. What if such as these barged in, in full General
Convention fettle, and committed disruption?

The organizers required that, to participate or observe. all
save media had'to sign AAC’s “A Place to Stand” statement.
which in part repudiates the Robinson election and calls on the
church to repent. Though submission by ECUSA representa-
tives to a statement blasting the national church seems slightly
unlikely, Anderson marveled: “Is there not in all of the Execu-
tive Council [anyone] who could in good faith sign such a state-
ment of Episcopal faith?”

The Rev. Susan Russell of the gay groups, Integrity and
Claiming the Blessing, holed up at the conference hotel, but
ventured out regularly to spin events to her satisfaction.

Declared Russell, indignantly, on the conference’s last day:
“The foundations and individuals who fund the AAC, and who
subsidized this conference, have no interest in the health or in-
tegrity of churches. Their track record makes clear that their
aim is to discredit or destroy those who oppose them in
America’s political and cultural debates.”

Russell’s Parthian shot went virtually unnoticed in the exuber-
ance of the parting day, which saw more than 2,000 sign, John
Hancock-like, the AAC “Call to Action.” The conference musi-
cians strummed, and participants sang. “O/God Our Helpin Ages
Past.” Past and Future seemed to merge in deed and hope as the
signing of “A Call to Action™ went on, and on, and on. l

\
e« *  HISTORIC 1977
\‘ ST. LOUIS CONGRESS TAPES
NOW AVAILABLE

For the first time, the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen
is offering tape recordings of the major addresses presented
atthe 1977 Congress of St. Louss. Included are landmark
addresses by such visionaries asi Perry Laukhauff, Dotry
Eaber, Louis Traycik, Bishops Hayden and Ghambers,
Bishop-clect Mote, and Frs. Clendenen, Rutler, Simecox
and! Parker ... plus comments on the adopton of the
Affirmation of St. Louis.

The 4-hour tapes were recently discovered among the
papers of the late Russell B. Joseph; and are of good audio
quality.

Price: US$14 per set (ppd. in
USA/Canada). Overseas orders, add
310 for shipping/postage.

Supplies are extremely limited and will
not be replenished, so place your order
today. Make checks payable to “Fellowship
of Concerned! Churchmen” and! mail'to:
ECC, Atm. Jane Nones;, 4800 Dupont
Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN
55409-2326 USA.

For more information, call (612) 824-3933.
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Intheir unanimously-approved <tatement, theleaders resound-
ingly reaffirmed scriptural authority and the sexuality resqlu—
tion adopted by the 1998 [Lambeth Conference of Anglicanbish-
ops, which welcomed gays in the church but said that homo-
sexual behavior is “incompatible with Seripture.”
They therefore declared that the actions of ECUSA and New
Westminster “do not express the mind of our @ommunion' asia
whole.” and threaten Anglican unity, mission.and witness,and ecu-
menicalandinterfaith relations. Particular concerns have beenicited
about the fact that pro-gay actions in Western Anglicanism cause
serious problems and dangers for brethren in Muslim CONEXLS, and
membership losses in heretofore burgeoning African provinces.
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The “Crisis” Meeting
of Anglican Primates:
Portent—Or Impotent?

Report/Analysis By The Editor

have voiced!strong views on the gay issue—had proffered what
one termed “brutal honesty’” during their private meeting.

On the surface, it appeared tohave been a rough ride for Epis-
copal Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold, who was put under tre-
mendous) pressure Over Robinson’s consecration, which he en-
dorsed along with the rest of ECUSA’s General Convention in
August. In fact, this beinga “consensus’ effort, he himselfhelped
apply the pressure by approyving a statement with whichthe sefi-
ously disagreed. Not surprisingly, he seemed alittle cranky/atthe
meeting’s closing press conference at Church House, Westminstet

He danced a bit around reporters’ questions about whether
he still planned!to help consecrate Robinson on ovember 2,
but finally said' he was “scheduled” to be there: But he fliply
added that “anything could happen” before then: “The 56.00“‘3
Coming canioccur, which would certainly cancel an ordinatio

Asked if he might urge Robinson {0 withdraw, e snidely
replied, “I' might domany things.”

T EXACTLY HOW WIDESPREAD and r2PiC ot
the break in communion actoss the 77 million-metm
chureh, and how much will actually be done 0 DD =2 je—
vatives, was largely left tobe revealedafter erie
though there was nolack of prognosticator

In the face of what many conservative Jeaders AT E g st

ﬂuiought was a “pastoral emergency” that demés 'edheir st
ures—since ECUSA and New Westminster had, in % e
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tive ways, already officially sanctioned homOoseXY:
ged mal nly ©
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ON THE HOT SEAT: ECUSA Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold (second from
left) faces reporters at a press conference following the primates’ Lambeth
Palace meeting; with him are (from left) West Indies Archbishop Drexel Gomez,
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, and Irish Archbishop Robin Eames.
CHALLENGE photo

forthcoming Robinson consecration; a document that was tough-
talking and' pregnant with portents of an unprecedented orthodox
corrective, but which did not declare any immediate demotion: of
ECUSA's status within the Communion. It made no clear pledge
to provide alternate episcopal care for the faithful if the liberal proy-
inces again ignored or shortchanged the call for the same. And it
reinforced the system (provincial autonomy) and mechanisms (a
study commission) that created the current Anglican quagmire.

The result, in the end, was quintessentially Anglican, inithat the
primates’ document could be—and was—variously interpreted.

Carefully worded and sprinkled withcontradictions, it sparked
everything from plaudits to pans from conservatives, but gen-
eral favor among liberals, who were glad it did'not try to/expel
ECUSA or create a widely-urged separate province for the North
American faithful.

Why, if most primates are conservative and reportedly were
prepared to press for a harder line, did it not happen?

Three key factors appear to have impacted the course of the
meeting. One was that—according to Archbishop Gregory
Venables of the Southern Cone (South. America) and other
sources—canonilawyers and Williams discouraged talk of more
stringent action against ECUSA by stressing—and perhaps ex-
aggerating—the legal limitations on the primates and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury.

A second, and hardly coincidental, factor was that—accord-
ing to at least two reports—the meeting was structured so/as to
block conservative primates from speaking as a strong, unified
majority, a ploy, that worked up until the meeting’s final hours.

A third factor was the primates’ decision; in response o a
query from Williams, to strive to remain'a Communion rather
devolve into a federation. This obliged the leaders to come up
with'a weaker document all could'Support.

YET THERE WERE SIGNS to sustain the view that the
Lambeth Palace statement will not be just one more “Anglican
waffle with fudge sauce” (as one critic put it). Instead, it may
be recalled as a somber final warning that did not prevent sig-
nificant realignmentin the Communion along theological lines,
and in fact provided'a *“framewotk’ for dealing withit, as some
U.S. conservative leaders maintained.

This seemed to be the view of Archbishop Williams. He had
earlier forecasta “messy” few years ahead, with “new alignments”
and a “weakening of territorial jurisdiction” within Anglicanism.
And though an open break was averted at the October meeting,
Williams said afterward that the Communion still faced “a huge
crisis” over homosexuality. He predicted that, right after Robinson’s
consecration just a few weeks later, some provinces would declare
that ECUSA had broken or impaired fellowship withithem:.

In fact, Archbishop Venables revealed after the London meet-
ing that many more primates than were generally known-—over
half—had already declared broken orimpaired communion with
ECUSA or the New Hampshire diocese over Robinson's elec-
tion and confirmation.

“The breaking has already happened.” Venables said. “The
number of primates (who believed a break was necessary) grew
to more than 20. What (Nigerian Archbishop) Peter Akinola
said was so strong that people overlooked the others.”

Venables accepted that, in this respect, the primates’ state-
ment was misleading, because it suggested that a break would
only come when Robinson was consecrated November 2. But
he indicated that some primates did hold that view, while others
thought the break would come when the called-for study com-
mission reports back in a year.

Even liberal Canadian Primate Michael Peers thought the
ILambeth meeting may have merely postponed the divisions.
“We are still in communion, but there are dark, dark clouds on
the horizon,” he said.

U.S. conservative leaders agreed.

“What the primates said is that there are limits, and' those
who exceed them would be leaving the circle of fellowship,™
said Dr. Bill Atwood, General Secretary of Ekklesia, an inter-
national, U.S.-based Anglican network of primates and bish-
ops. “They have said that it doesn’t matter if they have no ju-
ridical authority, the whole thing goes up/in smoke” if Robinsen
became a bishop:

OnNovember 3, various provinces would begin indicating “that
they are prepared to break communion with ECUSA.” predicted
American Anglican Council (AAC) President David' Anderson.

Faithful U.S. leaders also believed that the wording of the pri-
mates’ statement signaled they can part company with ECUSA'S
liberal leadership and remain within official Anglicanism.

“We're beginning to form a network so that we can operate
together,” said Pittsburgh Bishop Robert Duncan. “There are
parishes in every state in the union that would want to be allied
with...a bishop that they believe is teaching the faith.”

Duncan and three other ECUSA colleagues came away from
an October 17 meeting with Williams convinced that the “Net-
work of Confessing Dioceses and Parishes’ has the Archbishop’s
encouragement.

One part of the network, the traditionalist Forward in Faith,
North America (FIF-NA), said' that, with recent events having
made plain the “irreconcilable situation” that has developed in
ECUSA over several decades, “an orthodox province in North
America must now be established.™

Conservative leaders found encouragement in the stipulation
that Williams will now monitor the provision of “adequate™ epis-
copal oversight; a similac call in 2001 was not implemented by
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EGUSA. They
also asserted
that the study
commission
will help sort
out the Jegal
and practical
CONSEquEnces
of broken or

impaired communion. Williams himself suggested that this could
include matters of separation, new alignments, and new constitu-
tions, potentially based on the est blishment of some minimal
common law among provinces. .

This is “a new phase. They're actually now dealing withire-
alignment issues.” said AAC Communications Director Bruce
Mason.

Some conservative observers Were more convinced that the
commission and repeat call foralternative oversight were typi-
cal attempts to delay. mitigate and/or legally hem in the level of
response the wider Communion should make to what they see
as ECUSA’s flagrant disregard for Anglican unity.

But one thing clear as the London meeting ended was that
part company with ECUSA in the
vocation. Within hours of the pri-
ampshire indicated that

possible Commun-
lity forit—also said he
id added, “My
1 g0 away...Do you re-
jans wouldn'tbe elected?”
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the faith before needed Western subsidies—some of them said
that ECUSA-related funding agencies had threatened financial
retaliation, an allegation Episcopal officials denied.

Gay U.S. ECUSA leaders visiting London during the week of
the primates’ confabappeared anxious, saying they hoped the prel-
ates would find a way to keep the worldwide fellowship together.

But one of the leaders—Louis Crew, founder of the Episco-
pal gay group, Integrity and an Executive Council member—
said that the primates would hurt themselves and the Commun-
ion if they tried to exceed the “limits of their authority.” He
implied that doing so would risk the loss of ECUSA’s 29.3 per-
cent contribution to the ACC budget.

ON THE ECUMENICAL FRONT, Archbishop Williams
seems to have gotten an earful when he made his first visit to
the Pope in Rome in early October. There, Pope John Paul II
and other high Vatican officials, while calling for continued
ecumenical dialogue, warned Williams that “new and serious
difficulties™ related to“matters of faith and morals” had arisen
for Anglican-Catholic relations.

Rome's message was reinforced when Cardinal Ratzinger sent
a letter of support on the Pope’s behalf to the throng of Episcopal
faithful in Dallas—a remarkable bypass of normal protocol and

particularly of Bishop Griswold, who also serves as Anglican chair-
man of the Angli-

can-Roman Catho-
lic International
Commission.

NIGERIAN ARCH- &
BISHOP Peter
Akinolais greetedby
Archbishop of Can-
terbury Rowan Will-
jams at Lambeth
Palace. Photo: J.
Rosenthal/AnglicanWorld

Another jolt
came as Muslim
scholars fromAl-
Azhar University
in Cairo, one of
the Islamic world’s most authoritative centers, abruptly can-
celled!their participationin official talks with Anglicans in New
York over ECUSA’s confirmation of Gene Robinson. Williams
later helped're-establishi relations between! the parties, telling
the Muslims that Anglicans would not change their sexuality
doctrine, even though it was changed by at least one province
he still regards as part of the Communion.

But the Archbishopisignalled after returning from Rome that
he would be siding with: the conservative primates—thoughiit
appearedihe wished to defer immediate action against ECUSA.

A Liberal Win?

Thoughthe delay might'be relatively short, Williams, clearly
won that deferred action in London. And' while consenvative
leaders pointed to what was in' the primates’ response toithe
current cnisis, many U.S. co-religionists noticed what wasn .
Opinions quickly diverged, with some Episcopalians saying they
would now leave for other churches:

The primates responded: torthe Communion’s “impending
jeopardy™ in “tepid language one expects from mid-level bu-
reaucratsicommitted toiprotecting their turf, wrote Christian-

THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE, OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2003

Meanifi leadrprer 0 ut T

ity Today Associate Editor Doug LeBlane, an Episcopalian. “[It]
appears members of the [AAC] and other orthodox Anglicans
just got clobbered.™

“I' must observe: Lambeth. [and ensuing Primates™ Meetings
at] Oporto, Kanuga, [Canterbury], Brazil, now London—all
without action,” said one electronic commentator. “Another
year...to conclude a study asked for more than five years ago?...A
year of homosexual marriage and a male bishop named' Vicky
with sexual proclivities to match?...Why not now?”

“What about de-recognitioniand excommunication, followed
by recognition of another entity as the American province?"
wrote Canon Law Institute Director. the Rev. Charles Nalls.
“Not only was this possible, but it would have caused enor-
mous difficulties for revisionists seeking to hold the property.”

“Nothing has changed. Same old whining and threatening.
Everything will [soon] be forgotten,” said'one observer.

“We now must wait [until after November 2] to see whether
they really will act...but alas, [ dobelieve that...they have failed
toseize the critical moment,” said another.

The Church of England Newspaper wondered what basis there
was for thinking that ECUSA would' abide by the study
commission’s recommendations. “ECUSA and New Westminster
have acted and not listened. While using canon law to crack down
on...conservatives in their own backyards, they claim total free-
dom from global Anglican agreements and responsibilities...”

David Mills, the Episcopalian-turned-Roman: Catholic edi-
tor of Touchstone magazine, wrote that he did not think the pri-
mates would “say anything, but I'm surprised at how openly
they didn’t say anything...I' have many beloved friends who
expected the primates to discipline [ECUSA} and even excom-
municate it, from which they saw their own deliverance com-
ing. They must be feeling very bad now, though from past ex-
perience [ have the horrible feeling that some of their leaders
are busy spinning this statement as a victory.”

The Rev. Geoffrey Kirk, Secretary of Forward in Faith, United
Kingdom (FIF-UK), agreed with that assessment. “But more
needs to be said. Those who cannot recognize defeat...are/inca-
pacitated in the formulation of further strategy,” Kirk wrote. “If
there is no counter-attack on November 3, not only the battle
but the war is lost.”

Some wondered why the primates focused on Robinsen’s
November 2 consecration, and not the endorsement of gay prac-
tice already registered by ECUS A's convention, which affirmed
the American Church'’s de facto policies over many years.

“What if [Robinson] does step aside? What difference will
that make?” one observer asked.

“The reason ECUSA should have been censured is for teach-
ing that gay behavior is all right,” said the Most Rev. John
Hepworth of Australia, leader of nearly 200,000 Continuing An=
glicans in the Traditional/AnglicanCommunion. But the primates
now imply that teaching in/a given province is “irrelevant.”

Asked why he thought the primates had made Robinson’s
consecration the linchpin, Hepworth said: “Every line ini the
sand must be in the future. Otherwise, ([the primates would)
have crossed it and [would] have to act.”

LIBERAL NEW WESTMINSTER BISHOP Michael
Ingham certainly saw the primates’ statement as a win, noting
that the leaders refused to'de-fellowship his diocese, and reaf-
firmed provincial autonomy and respeet for jurisdictional lines.

He also asserted that the call for special episcopal cate for
“dissenting minorities’ should mean that homosexuals will'now
receive such ministry. This, as his superior launched disciplin-
ary action against Yukon Bishop Terry Buckle, whose offer of

e
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alternative oversig
parishes, but rejected by Ingham. Buckle has since withdrawn
his offer, after Canadian bishopsused the primates’ call for over-
sight to start a whole new process of choosing an alternate
bishop. (See more on this in ‘Focus.”)

The primates’ statement also was well received at Episcopal
Church headquarters in New York City—according to.a priest
who happened to b€ with an 815" official at the time. After

Ileagues in New York, the official said that

conferring with €O _
they had “a strong sense that there is not going to be a split and
that the conservatives will back down.” in the priest’s words.
He added: “They felt that if they look like they had their hands
slapped that will be enough for people. It’s a con job:” \
Integrity’s Dr- Crew told TCC he was “pleased tJ}at [the pri-
mates] spoke within the bounds of their own authority,” and are
“committed to staying in communion with each other.”
“] can live with this.” said the Rev. Michael Hopkins,
Integrity’s immediate past president. T don’t think it gives the

conservatives what they asked for.”
A Conservative Win?

But conservative U.S.-based organizational Jeaders on the
ground during the 1ondon confab contended that, while stron-
ger, swifter action against ECUSA would have been welcomed,
the Lambeth statement did'not signaliany lessening ofi the faith-
ful primates’ determination.

Ekklesia’s Canon Atwood said that, “having been in conver-
sation with primates before, during and after their meeting,” he
agreed with one major London newspaper’s conclusion that the
primates’ statement was % massive victory for the conserva:s
tive position.”

FIE-NA President. Fr. David Moyer, also said that, having
been “close to the primates” during the London meeting and
“Jearning much” of Dr. Williams® comments, he believed that
the majority of primates are “committed to intervening in the
American and Canadian situation.”

“The commitments of the primates at this meeting are Biblical,
Christian, and good. Itis nota waffle, sell-out, or liberal victory,”
Atwood said. “Not surprisingly, these mature leaders of millions
used diplomatic language, but the message is clear if read.”
~ Atwood, and the AAC’s Canon Anderson together with Fr.
David Roseberry, rector of Christ Church, Plano, issued state-
ments hailing the clarity with which the primates reaffirmed the
Communion’s commitment {0 scripture and historic sexuality
teaching, and put the onus for a split on ECUSA’s revisionists.

derson and Atwoc also noted that “adequate” episcopal
"t 1 in liberal provinces is now to be pro-
th Williams and the primates.
' riswold or [Archbishop]
ood said. He further as-

ht was accepted by faithful New Westminster

ercise in other provinces only in exceptional circumstances
would be part of a broader body of statutes that provinces wou](i
be asked to adopt in order to establish some basic and unifying
«common law’ among Anglican provinces—an idea first pre-
sented at the 2001 Primates’ Meeting.

This seemed to be what Williams meant in saying that the
crisis over homosexuality had left the Communion “with ahuge
challenge about coordinating its discipline and its legal systems
across the world, which we have never had to do before.”

“These things are huge and historic,” Atwood said. ““The
mechanisms are being put in place to insure a future for those
who maintain Anglican faith and practice.

“Qkays it is not finished yet, but steps had to'be designed that
took account of the advice of the canon lawyers who said the
primates could not do ‘anything” about discipline.”

But what the leaders “‘wound up saying is, basically, “Yes we
can’” Atwood said. “When ECUSA consecrates Gene Robinson
separation will follow formally...We have primate-supervise(i
alternative oversight while the mess is being worked out. A com-
mission is working onlegal issues of restructuring... That is what
the commission is really about.”

And he reminded that: “Tt took 30-plus years to get into)this
mess. It will take a while to get out of it, but the way has/been
established...There s a new. day for the Anglican Communion
Some are seeing it emerge now.” :

His and Anderson’s view: also found echoes among some
consernvative ObServers.

The Future V/s. The Past

Either assessment.of the London statement is, of course, prob
ably correct, in that it reflects the view and intention ,of on~
faction among the primates; it just depends on whose aim _e
largely met in the coming months. %

In simple terms, one is weighted toward saving th i
unity, and the other toward saving institutional Enit;:,o :ﬁg:lcz}l]
the two aims are often commingled tolsome degree. But [h()gs
trying mainly for the former are likely to face'tough resistaj g
from the well-entrenched defenses of the latter. S

Notably, while Archbishop Williams was said to find !
disregard for the Communion’s stand on homosexua]jt)}r3 (‘;c[lggts
@bie,f" The Washington Post reports his friends as saying that he
will “continue to try/to work throughi[the conflict] by buying t‘ime’

ng the twossides from leaving the church.” Reangnment;
t one that cuts rebel liberals loose? g




MATES at Lambeth
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At deadline,
FIF-UK analysts
whohad examined
a draft ECUSA
bishops™ proposal
toprovide the faith-
ful with “supple-
mental episcopal
pastoral care”
found it seriously
deficient, but su-

" perficially con-
vincing enough to string some unhappy Episcopalians along and
cloak Bishop Griswold's “nakedness” on the subject.

The study commission may indeed help legally provide for a
realignment, and even propose unifying adjustments in the An-
glican system; presumably, provinces which did not acceptithem
would be relegated to some lesser status, Then again, the
Communion’s authority dispute is well over a century old, and
has been tackled in'recent years by the primates and at least two
different panels, so far with no change.

Nor will it be reassuring to conservatives that the cue for the
new commission seems to have come from the Archbishop of
Cape Town, W.N. Ndungane—the only liberal African primate.

Ndungane said' help with handling differences over sexuality
was needed from something like the Eames Commission, the panel
which provided guidelines for managing opposing views on
women’s ordination. Though that panel commended episcopal visi-
tors asione way: to.do that, only two provinces formalized such an
arrangement. Moreover, the commission facilitated the notion that
the Communion: could hold together even though the advent of
women’s ordination in some places meant that completely: inter-
changeable ministries—ahistoric hallmark of communion— would
nolonger be possible: The fact that the new/commissioniis also.to
be led!by Irish Primate Robin Eames could hardly fail\to'spur'con-
cern that it would'notso much respond to.one of the Lambethunity
resolutions as help broker the acceptance of one Communion with
different sexuality doctrines as well-

AND WILLIAMS AND HIS COLLEAGUES themselves
may have telegraphed the improbability of improvements in the
Anglican system by effectively accepting in London that the
main characteristic of their leadership is impotence:

While Lambeth ‘98 hoped that some augmentation ‘o.f Fhe
primates’ and'Archbishop’s roles would help correcta divisive
over-emphasis on provincial autonomy, the London meeting
seems to have reaffirmed and further muddled the status quo
on'Anglican authority. .

Tolbe sure, Communion leaders cannot compel a province (o
doianything, However, the general wisdom to date has peen that
individual provinces already have the ability to declare wth whom
they: are or are not in communion, but that the Archbishop of
Canterbury has the final say on what churches are in.communion
withhim, and therefore part of official Anglicanism (thoughsame
say. the Archbishop of York would have to concut).

“The only discipline we have is the withdrawal qf fellow-
ship;” noted Sydney Archbishop Peter Jensen, who'is among

ANGLICAN PRI-

Evangelical leaders who have urged the stripping of ECUSA's
Communion status.
Ini London, it appears that a majority of the primates could
have declared their de-recognition of ECUSA, even iff this was
not deemed a judgement of the whole Primates’ Meeting, or
remained to be ratified by individual provinces; and/or they
could have pressed Williams to make such a declaration.

But according to Archbishop Venables and other sources, the
primates were told by canon lawyers and Williams that there is
“no legal way" for them to make such a joint declaration, and
“no mechanism’ even for the Archbishop to do so. The result
was “an awful lot of vagueness about what Rowan can and can’t
do,” Venables said.

Instead, the primates reaffirmed the “juridical autonomy of
each province” and the demand that bishops “respect the au-
tonomy and territorial integrity” of other Anglican jurisdictions
(read: even ones led by heterodox bishops).

And while the commission may seek to change this situa-
tion, the primates’ statement implied that any province that
breaks communion with ECUSA before it reports back next Sep-
tember 31 would be acting “precipitately.”

[t remained toibe seeniwhether the result of all this would still
be a swift and significant, if more orderly realignment, or one
that has been blunted, or taken the form of a'slow-motion punch,
something more likely to effect a nod-off than a knock-out.

That was essentially how UPI religion editor Uwe Siemon-
Netto saw it playing out. While the commission “goes about its
business” and Robinson “receives his crozier and miter,” he
wrote, “the Anglican Communion willinot break up with abang:
more likely it will just crumble piecemeal.”

YET, ANGLICAN “BUSINESS AS USUAL” has a new
foe, and that is the extraordinarily seismic reaction among An-
glicans in North America and around the Communion to the
watershed pro-gay actions of ECUSA and New Westminster:
Whatever happens from here, it seems clear that the Commun-
ion cannot play its cards in the same old way, and that conser-
vative global Southiprimates— particularly those from/Africa—
remain the wild cards in the deck. A wholly different Anglican
endgame could still'lie ahead.

For one thing, some primates plainly were not convinced
about the legal advice they got in London; withisome doubting
whether Saints Paul or Peter would have accepted the same limi-
tation on their apostolic roles.

Kenyan Primate Benjamin Nzimbi was one who asserted that
the primates “can interfere in other provinces. We have the right
to.do solbecause of the'souls of people...at stake. We can correct
abrother. [Griswold]'says we are judging, but we are not...we are
concerned about the souls of people. We want to live by the world
of God as it was brought to us by Anglican missionaries.” The
latter were not wrong then, and are not wrong today. “We love

Canterbury,” he said, “but we love Jesus more.™ l

Sources included The Sunday Times, The Daily Telegraph, The Times, Virtuosity,
Christianity Today, The Living Church, Episcopal News Service, The Fort Worith
Star-Telegram, The Washington Times, The Associated Press, World magazine,
The Churchiof England Newspaper, Church Times, Midwest Conservative Joumal,
The New. York Times, The Vancouver Sun, BBG, CNN

“Though applied by one commentator to the Londen primates’ meeting; the
statement was first uttered by Roman Cathalic writer, Mark Shea, about bishaps in
his church!
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IT WAS A SHOT heard around the 77 million-member An- Sy
glican Communion. One thathas leftthe globaj fellowship shud-
dering, and in some places, shattered.
On November 2. the Rev. Canon Vicky Gene Robinson be-
came the first admitted non-celibate homosexual to be conse-
crated a bishopin the Anglican ComMunion.

At the hands of Episcopal Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold and

42 of his fellow U.S. bishops, Robinson, S6—the divorced father
of two grown daughters who lives.\vlth his male partner, Mark
Andrew—became the Bishop Coadjutor of New Hampshire-

The event was witnessed by a congregation of some 3,500

gathered at the Uni Versity of New Hampshirels Whittemore Cen-
ter. an ice hockey rink.

The consecration defied two Lambeth Conference resolutions,

and the admonitions of two Archbishops of Canterbury and the

b

GENE ROBINSON (center) faces Presiding Bishop Gri
Episcopal News Service photo

New Hampshire

The Consecration
That Shook The
Anglican World

By David W.Virtue

Among other at-
tending bishops of
note were two from
Canada, including—
of course—New
Westminster Bishop
Michael Ingham.

And—on the ecu-
menical side—while
ECUSA 1is in full
communion with the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
(ELCA), no ELCA
bishops were present,
and ELCA Presiding
Bishop Mark Hanson
did'not respond to re-
quests to explain why.
Instead, it was asserted
that ELCA was repre-
sented by retired
Bishop Krister
Stendahl of the
strongly liberal Swed=

mﬁjority of primates (provincial leaders). Just two weeks earlier,
in fact, all the primates attending an emergency meeting in Lon-
don had warned that the gay cleric’s consecration would cause
such a breakdown in fellowship as to imperil the global church,
with majority support remaining only for the faithful remnant of
ECUSA now seeking anew dispensation inthe Communion.

Security at the hockey center was very tight, with heavily
armed police and additional security personnel in attendance.

Protesters were restricted to specific areas outside the center.
Two groups, one a student-led body from the university, cheered
the consecration, and stood opposite gay-baiter Fred Phelps with
his “God Hates Pags” banners. They provided the only light
relief for the whole occasion.

Interestingly. the six co-consecratorns of Robinson included
only one diocesan bishop, Chilton Knudsen (a woman) of Maine,
Likewise, only about 20 percent of other Episcopal bishops at
the November 2 rite were serving diocesans; the rest were re-
ired ragan bishops. This, despite the fact that 62 ECUSA
ishops voted for the gay cleric’s consecration at the

Conyention.

ish Lutheran Church,

Alsoipresent was a bishop of a group unrecognized by Or-
thodox bodies linked to the ancient sees, Paul Peter Jesep from
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church-Seboernoeprayvna
of Burope and the Americas. His attendance will result in' his
being defrocked, church leaders said. Along with' the' Roman
Catholic Church), the various Orthodox bodies regard homo:
sexual behavior as inconsistent with Scripture and historic doc-
trine. (Indeed, the Russian Orthodox Church has now: ended
communion with ECUSA, saying that the elevation of a homo-
sexual bishopmade any communications with'/Rebinsenior those
who elected him impossible.)

There were three formallobjections to/the/consecration. The
first came from the Rev. Dr. Earle Fox of Virginia, an Episcopal
priest canonically resident in the Pittsburgh Diocese who heads
Emmaus Ministries, a Christian apologetics ministry: that op-
poses homosexual behavior.

" He began by trying to set forth the medically harmful reali-
ties of homosexual practice, with graphic depictions of sex be-

* tween men. Minutes into his speech he was cut off by Bishop

Griswold with a curt, “please spare us the details and'come to
the substance.”
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Church, Ashland, New Hampshire, then rose to say that “topress
forward with this consecration will be to turn our backs on Al-
mighty God. This is the defiant and divisive act of a deaf church.
The clear teaching of Holy Scripture in both testaments with-
outexceptionis that sexual activity outside of marriage is wrong
for the people of God...The vast majority of Anglicans world-
wide have told us not toitake this step which many of them see
as a scandal, yet we are deaf to their cries.”

Jesus offers love and welcome for all, but He also calls each
person to transformation and salvation, Harwood'said. “We must
not proceed with this terrible and unbiblical mistake which will
not only rupture the Anglican Communion, it will break God!s
heart.”

Then, Suffragan Bishop David Bena of Albany read a prepared
statementendorsed by 36 American and Canadian bishops—most
of them actively serving and 16 of them diocesans. It said that
the consecration “poses a dramatic contradiction to the historic
faith and discipline of the'Church...We join with the majority of
the bishops inithe Communion and will not recognize it.”

After that, Bishop Griswold thanked “our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ for bringing their concerns before us™ but claimed
to quote another primate in saying that “The Holy Spirit can do
different things in different places.” The consecration went ahead
without further interruption.

In a fiery but sometimes light-hearted sermon, the outgoing
Bishop of New Hampshire, Douglas Theuner, compared the
discord in ECUSA over the morality of homosexual conduct to
past conflicts over slavery, divorce and remarriage. He said these
arguments were “about control, about power, about who is in
and who is out, about whois right and who is wrong.” He as-
serted that Robinson’s homosexuality placed him among those
often outcastand marginalized. Contradicting Communion lead-
ers, he told Robinson himself that his episcopate “will be more
a symbol of unity than it ever has been.”

Before the exchange of the Peace, Robinson addressed the
congregation, thanking those present for their support, while
recognizing the turmoil his consecration would cause. He said:
“There are...faithful, wonderful Christian people, for whom this
is a moment of great pain and confusionand anger. Qur God
will be served ifi we are hospitable and loving §
and! caring toward them in eVery way we pos- ’
sibly can muster.”

[ater, Robinson said'he wanted to keep the
doors of the churchiopen toithose who thought
about leaving or who might return. A few
weeks after that, hewever, he said that the gulf
over his homosexuality was too wide, and that
the two.opposing groups in ECUS A should'go
their separate’ ways.

AS THOUSANDS ofi Episcopalians cel-
ebrated Robinson’sconsecration, fororthodox
Episcopalians it was a day of wrenching grief.

Some 350 of them held their own service at
the Durham Eyangelical Church in a defiant
showof unity: Preachers included Bishop/Bena,
whoitoldithe congregationitor“hang tough” for
“piblical truth.”

BISHOP. GRISWOLD! and! other bishops! gather:
aroundRebinsoniasithey/prepare tollay hands on &
him. ENS photo by James Sotheim 4
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The Reyv. William Murdoch, rector of Alll Saints Episcopal
Church in West Newbury, Massachusetts, asked those in atten-
dance to pray “for this church that stands at a historical cross-
roads and for our own brokenheartedness.™

A Massachusetts Episcopalian and programmer, Richard
Smith, 54, of Boxford, scored the rise in “designer religion,” a
pick-and-choose approach to the Bible, which clearly speaks
against homosexual behavior, he said.

Robinson’s consecration had turned Episcopalians against
each other, said Bob/Davidson. a 53-year-old programmer from
Holden, Massachusetts. who reported that he had been asked!to
leave his parish over his opposition to the gay bishop.

There were similar scenes and sentiments among orthodox
Episcopalians in one diocese and one parish after another.

The traditionalist Forward in Faith, North America (FIF-NA)
said that it “cannot in any way recognize the authority” of the
bishops who consented to or participated in Robinson’s conse-
cration—including Bishop Griswold. Those bishops, it said
“have removed themselves from the fellowship and faith of the
Anglican Communion.™

Even before the consecration, FIE-NA. the American Angli-
can Council (AAC) and other conservative Episcopalians be-
gan working toward realignment, and hoped-for eventual rec-
ognition: as a separate jurisdiction within the Communion.

AAC's President, Canon David Anderson, did not mince
words in saying that November 2 marked “a grievous day in the
history of our Church. Heresy has been held up as Holy. Blas-
phemy has been redefined as blessing. The hope of the trans-
forming love of Jesus Christ has been denied. Holy Scripture
has|been abandoned and sin celebrated over sanctification. The
arrogance of the leaders of the Diocese of New Hampshire and
the Episcopal Church is nothing less than stunning.

~“The family is now split, and the whole cloth of the Anglican
Communion is torn,” he said. “Realignment has begun.”

The Wider Church Responds

Worldwide reaction to the consecration was swift, with a few
primates ending fellowship with ECUSA's liberal leaders alto-
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' 3 d com=
gether, and the rest of a majority of them declanne cutbe
munion with that leadership- hoped;

While initial response was notas forceful s m%ﬂeyrgidapp‘;ars
more stringent action—especially by Afrllcag‘:;?s
likely to be taken within the next several month>: . - Gre.
And the primate of the Southern Cone (S()ch A::E“.C&)
gory Venables, reminded that, effectively: cogn =
ready broken”; ECUSA has “declared indeperl ence...
must just prepare for the backlash,” he said:
Nigerian Archbishop Peter A _ S
“broken relationship with the church of the &8y b =2

unless ECUSA repents—would have no further g(l)znobinson’s
Griswold or other American bishops Who supporte e
<onsecration. Nor, he added, wcgll(_i it 1?;1]“2 t?ar:'}ilt;lor
from ECUSA or an .S -based Episcop 7
He said that this l};roken fellowshiphad to.be worke:agtito tl)r;
practical terms." (something that other provinces aggt e
trying to do before they make aformal deglaratmn). ki
made clear “that we can no Jonger claim 10 be in
Communion...We have come {0 the end of the road.

Kenyan Archbishop Benjamin Nzimbi also stated that s prov=

ince “cannot be in the same @ommunion with/Robinson; his dio-

1 1 ration...Our
cese and the bishops who were involved in the consec
understanding of the Bible ‘s different from them. We are tWO

different churches.” Nzimbi also said that s i:1;rovmce wouldnot
; rt, includin missionaries, {rom &
acg%); :I:Iyg]s;ggo Churchin Tfnzania declared that1t d(ies notrec-
ognize actively gay bishops andis “not in communion” With prel—
ates who consecrate or ordain active homosexuals, or permit t.he
blessing of same-5ex unions. It declared “solidarity”” and contin-
ued communion with ECUSA members who 0ppose such ac-
tions. And it asked ECUSA to furnish for those members special
“pastoral care,” which the Tanzanian province s willing to
offer...if requested,” in accordance withithe primates’ guidelines.

And the Ugandan Anglican Church. which earlier broke with
the New Hampshire diocese, had by deadline “cut its fellowship
and communion” with ECUSA as a whole.

IN A MORE SWEEPING STATEMENT issued on behalf
of some 20 primates representing over 50 million Anglicans,
Archbishop Akinola spoke of his and his colleagues’ “profound
sadness and pain,” and said they were “appalled” that ECUSA
authorities “ignored the heartfelt plea of the Communion not to
proceed” with the consecration. i

That “clearly demonstrates that [they] consider that their cul-
ural eenda is of far greater importance than obedience
ntegrity of the one mission of God in

. ical fellowshipand in-

he state id.
@vcnvbshnmg majority. of the primates
adnol will not ecognize the office or

15 both within a
| most of

)
Al d)
GENE ROBINSONisharesa l_ight m_oment with another hugely co
troversial ufirst’—Anglicanism’s first woman prelate, former, Mas.
sachusetts suffragan Bishop Barbara Harris, who served as o :
of his co-consecrators. ENS photo by, Bruce Parker €
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vidual provinces would be doing SO based on their own govern-
ing principles. ; )

Meantime, the southern pnmates——bmlding on a call made by
all the primates in October—urged the Archbishop of Canter-
bury o bring forward urgently a mechanism to guarantee ‘ad-
equate provision of episcopal oversight’ for parishes and clergy
within BCUSA dioceses and Canada’s Diocese of New
Westminster “with whom we remain in fellowship.” Some re-
ports ook this to mean a new structure within the Communion.

Their statement went on “affirm the ministry of the bishops,
clergy and laity in ECUSA who have, as a matter of principle,
and in fidelity to the historic teaching of the Church, opposed
the actions taken at [ECUSAs] General Convention and ob-
jected toithe consecration.”

Among other international reSponses were those from liberal
Australian Primate Peter Carnley and conservative Sydney Arch-
bishop Reter Jensen, who—unusually—said the same thing: that
Robinson would not be welcomed as a minister in Australia.

But while Carnley rejected fears that the gay bishop’siconse-
cration could tear apart the Anglican community, Jensen; an
outspoken Evangelical, said it was catastrophic for the church:

“For the first time, a branch of our Anglican Church has know-
ingly appointed a person to this senior position who lives in/breach
of the Bible.” he said. “It impacts on all of us because whena
branch of the church does this, its teachings become compromised:”

Bishop Dr: Lim Cheng Ean, leader of the Anglican Churchiin
West Malaysia, said that South East Asian Anglican bishops M4y
cut ties with ECUSA, though the province has actually already
declared that it will not be in communion with any province that
does not uphold the orthodox principles on sexuality affirmed
the 1997 KualaLumpur and'1998 Lambeth (Conference statements:

‘ IRISH ARCHBISHOP ROBIN EAMES, who is to hed
r%h.e one-year study commission the primates asked (0 WOC
gg:lﬁgl the consequences of Robinson’s consecration, $& i3
don'tihink you can prevent a realignment. 1 sincerely hoP
can prevent...a split.” i

Thatstatement may help illuminate the reaction of the A‘sz i

nterbury, which seemed to steer MO © a mlr]ier-

had taken with other primates tW0 weeks et

ngtwo key results of that meeting—the S i

provisions tobe made for those alienate ,b teéé,h——
dppear 0igo against Catholic order OF piblical ©
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ing”—Williams seemed to criticize Robinson’s consecration,
but alsoprovinces pulling away from ECUSA over it.

“The divisions that are arising are a matter of deep regret:
they will be all toowvisible in the fact that it will not be possible
for Gene Robinson’s ministry as a bishop to be accepted in ev-
ery province in the Communion,” he said.

While saying the widespread effects of that ministry must be
“confronted with honesty,” he also said that those who conse-
crated Robinson “have acted in good faith on their understand-
ing of what the constitution of the American Church permits.”

American Rumblings

For his part, Bishop Griswold asserted, apparently on the basis
of the primates” recent meeting, that the leaders believe that
unity of doctrine is secondary to the desire for unity. He said
they want “the highest level of communion [to] be maintained.”

Griswold also contended that the primates recognized that
truth is not universal, but specific to time, place and culture.

“As Anglicans we are learning to live with the mystery of union
at a much deeper level...understanding one another’s contexts,
one’s struggleto articulate the gospel in different places,” he said.

Two ECUSA bishops, John W. Howe of Central Florida and
William Wantland (retired of Eau Claire, Wisconsin), wrote let-
ters to Bishop Griswold, saying that his leadership of ECUSA
was so disgraceful he should resign.

CONSERVATIVE U.S. LEADFRS meanwhile, say they
are moving forward with the new “Network of Confessing Dio-
ceses and Parishes,” which they believe has the support of
likeminded primates, and even of Archbishop Williams.

Several entire dioceses are now: positioned to or are likely to
move toward a Communion, but non-ECUSA affiliation, along
with the rest of the Network. Dioceses in'this category include
Pittsburgh, Albany, South Carolina, Florida, Central Florida,
Fort Worth, Dallas, Rio/Grande, Quincy, Springfield, Northern
Indiana, Tennessee, North Dakota, and San Diego.

Several of the same dioceses have already acted! to cut off or
reduce giving to the national church. Dallas Bishop James
Stanton, for instance, said his diocese has reduced funding to
the national headguarters “from$512,000to zero....l am at peace,
but greatly saddened.”

Alarger number of parishes and individuals also have snapped
wallets shut.on ECUSA’s liberal leadership. That is what four
leading Virginia parishes did, for example, after Bishop Peter
Iee endorsed Robinson—whom he would not allow to minis-
ter in his own diocese.

“Qur church will not follow: the lead of bishops who have
madethe decision to legitimate the practice of homosexuality,”
said the Rev. Dr. John Yates of the FallsiChurch, where George
Washington was once a vestryman. “We have started putting
aside $200,000/we have been giving the diocese.”

[iberal ECUSA hierarchs have in' turn reasserted the national
church’s ownieffective form of material pressure—ECUSA's ca-
nonical claimitoithe property of all parishes which might seek to
disaffiliate. So far, the courts have mostly ruled ini their favor,
though'someithink that ECUS A’s abilityitojprevail in future church
property cases may be weakened, legally by itsideclining status
in the/€ommunion, andfinancially by, the potentially large num-
ber of parishes thatmay seek to dissociate from it.

The AAC is working onlestablishing a “‘Conference of North
American Anglican Bishops,” as part of the core of the new:
Netwotk. Andiatideadline, it had established an‘application pro-
cedure (onlits website at www.americananglican.org) for par-

»

ishes seeking orthodox episcopal oversight. But a just-released
draft Episcopal bishops’ proposal suggested that conservatives
may have an uphill battle for “adequate™ provisions onithat score.

Just how: will the North American conservative network move
from this point to a Communion-recognized separate existence?
How will the international diminution of communion relation-
ships with ECUSA actually affect the situationion the ground'in
the U.S., or change the way the Communion does business?

No one can say for sure at this point. But it did' appear at
deadline that the second part of the wider Communion’s one-
two punch is coming, and well before a year from now.

At the request of the primates, the Archbishop of Canterbury
formed a study commission, to report back in September 2004 on
the legal and theological implications arising from recent innova-
tions in some Western provinces regarding human sexuality. U.S.
conservative leaders believe the panel will help sort through and
even facilitate Anglican realignment. Some conservative obsenv-
ers believe the commission is designed merely to stave off a split.

But a closely-held document written before the primates’ Oc-
tober meeting by bishops linked with the Council of Anglican
Provinces in Africa (CAPA) reveals that, unless ECUSA makes
some dramatic orthodox tum before then, most primates plan to
excommunicate Griswold and' other bishops who consecrated
Robinson by Easter 2004. They would then set about the reorga-
nization of the Communion, fully inclusive of the North Ameri-
can faithful, but without any reference to the continent’s rebel
liberal bishops. The document suggests that the leaders are even
prepared to break communion with Archbishop Williams, if he
himself does not part company with ECUSA's revisionists.

If so, Dr. Williams will have to choose between leading an
international communion, or a declining and schismatic West-
ern-based sect. W
Sources included Christianity. Today, The Washington Times, Episcopal News Service

Toisee more stories by David Virtue, visit his biblically orthodox
Episcopal/Anglican Online News Service at virtuosityonline.org.

LATE NEWS: Sydney Leader May
Switch Allegiance To Nigeria

At deadline, Sydney Archbishop Peter Jensen, a leading
Anglican Evangelical, had'said that he might transfer his al-
legiance from the Archbishop of Canterbury: toithe Primate of:
Nigeria over the issue of gay clergy.

~“We must recognize the possibility that the Anglican Com-
munion will actually divide,” Dr. Jensen said inan interview. “It
1s conceivable, I'have to say, that two world Anglicanisms may:
develop, perhaps with two mutually exclusive centers...It may
be that we will find more of our fellowship with the global South
churches thanwe do withithe old Westemichurches,” Jensen said.

Dr. Jensen said Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams™ '
authority had been jeopardizedby his failure to take a harder line
on the consecration of actively gay cleric Gene Robinsonas Epis-
copal Bishop of New Hampshire. “He is against it because he
doesnitlikeithe disunity that's being caused. I'm hoping he would
speak against it because it’s wrong in itself,” he said,

The Nigerian Church, which has the largest nuzmber at"
churehgoin gAnghcans oflany Communion provi
million), has cut ties wi ral Episcopal
over Robinson's consecration, and with Canada®
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Pope Warns Williams Oof

({;
New And Serious Difficulties”
i By Lee Penn
= arr?le)g ;‘\Orhcn Paul Il and other hi gh Vatican officials have sternly
=, Z:Séeglz)la? ERo.wan V\l’ilcl}iams tlh‘g the in-
- 0D =003 Episcopal General Conven-
ggg S:S(?i ((:iiii?fillda S Dl‘f)CeSC of New Westminster present “new,
S ¢ culties for Anglican-Catholic relations.
e € warning came as Williams met the Pope and Curial offi-
'S In Rome, just days before he Joined fellow Anglican pri-
Mates in saying that the same Innovations—particularly the No-
vember 2 consecration of an active homosexual. Gene Robinson—
threatened to fracture the Anglican Communion as well.

Thopgh the Pope called for continued Anglican-Roman
Catholic dialogue, the admonition the Vatican delivered to the
Archbishop Was consistent.

The Catholic hierarchy rolled out the red carpet for Williams
when he arrived for his first visit to Rome as Archbishop on
Thursday, October 2. Williams was met at the airport by Cardi-
nal Walter Kasper. who presides over the Pontifical Council for:
Promoting Christian Unity, and by Bishop Brian Farrell, the
Council’s secretary. The Archbishop was accompanied during
his visit by Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, the Archbishop
of Westminster. Williams and his wife, Jane, stayed at the Ven-
erable English College, the Catholic seminary for students from
the United Kingdom.

On Friday, October 3, Williams held talks with Cardinal Kasper
and his staff, and with Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald, the presi-
dent of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue.

Of the conflict arising from the ordination of practicing ho-
mosexuals within Anglicanism. Kasper said afterward that the
Roman Church has a clear position on the matter, one that is
part of “a tradition, acommon heritage” which the two Churches
share. “We hope [Anglicans] will not abandon this common
tradition. I expressed my desire...that a solution will be found
that is accepted by the Anglican Communion and that will not
have repercussions on relations with our Church.”

Kasper also later told a press conference that the acceptance
of practicing homosexuals as Anglican pastors would mean “a
break in the proclamation of Christian ethics.”

On Saturday. October 4, Williams was received by the Pope
for private and public audiences.

In his English-language address publicly read to Williams,
the Pope, speaking with great difficulty, warned: “As we give
thanks for the progress that has already been made, we must
also recognize that new and serious difficulties have arisen on
the path to unity. These difficulties are not all of a merel y disci-
plinary nature; some extend 1o essential matters of faith and
morals. In the light of this, we must reaffirm our obligation to
listen attentively and honestly to the voice of Christ as it comes

to us throu Gospel and the Church’s Apostolic Tradition,
Faced with the jnereasing secularism of today's world, the
Church must ensure that the deposit of faith is proclaimed in s
28 “ Th

AT R L
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, Dr. Williams, and his wife,
Jane, meet with|Pope John Paul Il'in the Vatican on October 4.
Photo: James Rosenthal/Anglican World

integrity and preserved from erroneous and misguided' inter-
pretations.”

Still, the Pope called for continued ecumenical dialogue be-
tween Rome' and Canterbury, “building on the work already,
achieved by the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Com-
mission (ARCIC) and! on the initiatives of the recently estab-
lished [International Anglican-Roman Catholic] Commission
for Unity and Mission.” TARCCUM  grew out of a landmark
meeting of bishops from both Churches in Toronto in 2000.

“The world needs the witness of our unity, rooted'in our com-
mon Jove forand obedience to Christ and his Gospel,” the pon-
tiff said. “It is fidelity to Christ which compels us to continue to
search for full visible unity and to find appropriate ways of en-
gaging, whenever possible, in common witness and mission. I
take heart that you have wished to pay a visit to me so early in
your ministry as Archbishop of Canterbury. We share a desire
to deepen our communion. I pray for a renewed outpouring of
the Holy Spirit upon you and your loved ones, upon those who
have traveled here with you, and upon all the members of the
Anglican Communion.”

WILLIAMS EXPRESSED his own desire for unity by kiss-
ing the Pope’s hand'during the Saturday audience, while wearing
the pectoralicross that John Paul'Tlihad sent him at the time of his
enthronement, and the episcopal ring that Paul VI had given Wil-

Jiams’ predecessor, Archbishop Michael Ramsey, in 1966.

Shortly before his February 2003 enthronement, Williams had
said that he had been inspired by much of what the Pope hfid
written “onithe nature off the human person in the light of Chris-
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tian theology.” He also lauded! the pontiff for highlighting the
common ground shared by Catholics and Anglicans and for “his
extraordinary depth of understanding of those theological fun-
damentals.” However, the Pope’s theology regarding the nature
of the human person and other Christian teachings is directly
linked to the Catholic moral teachings on which Rome and lib-
eral Anglicans disagree.

Afiter his meeting with the Pope, Williams said he would re-
lay to Anglican primates the Vatican's “deep concern” about
the homosexual issue.

“We are conscious of the ecumenical implications of what
has been done,” he said. “We shall need to consider those very
carefully. We have, I think, in these days, listened hard to what
has been said to us.”

In response to a 1995 invitation from the Pope to dialogue
about a Petrine and Papal primacy, the Archbishop said that he
“will be glad to participate in the reflection on the possible shar-
ing of a primacy of love and service.”

But Williams said that the “most important impression’ he
had from his meeting with the Pope “is of that extraordinary,
and indomitable spirit and will, which lives within him."

Episcopal Bishop C. Christopher Epting, head of the Episco-
pal Church’s Office of Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations,
downplayed the severity of Rome’s message. He said that the
Pope was “merely pointing out some new difficulties” among
others the parties had discussed over the years, and that neither
side intended to stop the talks.

Rebukes

The Pope’s warning about the “new and serious difficulties.”
though, was accompanied by other Catholic hierarchs’ rebukes
of the Episcopal Church’s liberal leadership.

In Florida, the Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of St. August-
ine rescinded a previous agreement to allow use of the Catholic
cathedral for a service in which the Rev. Samuel John Howard
would be consecrated to succeed conservative Florida Episcopal
Bishop Stephen Jecko. The reason: Episcopal Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold was to lead the consecration ceremony the day
before installing Robinson in New Hampshire, andithe Catholics
did not want their cathedral to be a platform for a public oppo-
nent of Church teaching on sexuality.

Afteran acrimonious public exchange of letters—including some
memorable ones from Jecko, deterring the PB.'s participation and
postponing the rite when he still insisted on coming—Griswold
finally agreed'to stay away from the Florida service, appointing
Louisiana Bishop Charles Jenkins, the President of Province IV
within ECUSA, to come in his stead. The ceremony was returned
to the original date, but nonetheless not to the original venue. tak-
ing place instead at the Episcopal cathedral in Jacksonville.

In another remarkable incident, Cardinal Ratzinger sent a
letter on the Pope’s behalf directly to the some 2,700 faithful
Episcopalians who met in Dallas October 7-9 to seek a way
forward after the General Convention. Ratzinger wrote, “The
significance of your meeting is sensed far beyond [Dallas], and
even in this City from which St. Augustine of Canterbury was
sent to confirm and strengthen the preaching oft Christ’s Gospel
in England. The lives of these saints show us how in the Church
of Christ there is a unity in truth and a communion of grace
which transcend the borders of any nation.”

This letter not only defied normal protocol by bypassing
Griswold, but constituted the first time that Rome has publicly
addressed a conservative Anglican organization. It also recog-
nized the existence of the Church in England prior to the mis-
sion of St. Augustine of Canterbury.

o

FIF-UK Eyes Growth, New Province
Report/Analysis By The Editor

While American faithful clamor for a new dispensation amid
a “pastoral emergency” over homosexuality in the Episcopal
Church (ECUSA), a feisty orthodox group “across the pond’”
has for several years been calmly and carefully laying plans for
its own' separate province, plans that appear likely to receive
serious official consideration.

Forward in Faith, United Kingdom (FIF-UK), the Church of
England’s leading traditionalist organization, has, moreover,
seen its already-significant membership grow
markedly of late.

Wihile the total'increase remainsito be calculated,
FIF-UK, which recordedisome 7,000'members and
20,000 other supporters in 2002, has grown more
in the last six months than'in any similar previous
period; FIF-UK Secretary, Fr. Geoffrey Kirk, told
some 500/personsiat the group'sitenthinational as-
sembly in London October 17-118.

The expansion has followed the installation of:
Dr: Rowan Williams as Archbishop of Canterbury,
early this' year and indications that the C of E's

AMID A LARGE CONGREGATION! at London's/ Christ
the King, Gordon Square, October 18, the Rt. Rev. John
Broadhurst (center, near. top), England'’s Bishop) of
Fulhamiand chairman of FIF-UK; walks in the proces-
sionallatithe start of the Holy Eucharist held during|FIF-
UK’s tenth annual assembly. CHALLENGE photo
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General Synod could start drafting legislation for women bish-
ops in the last half of next year.

Thatsituationis, of course, quite different from that of ECUSA.,
wherein liberal revisionists years ago secured women bishops
and moved on to try for homosexual ones. Though Anglo-Catho-
lics in FTF’s North American sister body (FIE-NA) also have been
urging a separate province solution since at least 1997—-eiting
the predictable triumph of the gay agenda in ECUSA as well—it
took that triumph itself to bring Evangelical Episcopalians fully
on board and! give critical mass to the push for a new Anglican

Continued on next page lower left
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#°I Religion Editor Uwe Siemon-Netto reported that, while
ae's discussions with Williams “were conducted in a cour
s, fraternal manner,” a Vatican insider had' told him that
- substance was very clear: Rowan was told. in effect, that
> did not act againstthe impending consecration of an openl?’
Jsexual cleric as an Episcopal bishop in the United States:
11 be all over between the Catholics and the Anglicans.
A ranking prelate in Rome also made clear that the Vatican Was
+t feeling conciliatory about Anglicanism’s ““Aerican problem:
“What's happening here is in many ways worse than the great
Jisms 1.000 and 500 years ago,” he said.
But it remains to be seen whether the October 16 statement
* subsequent actions by Williams and his colleagues will'be

jewed by Roman officials as an adequate reSponse.

Continued C Of E, ECUSA Li_nks:
Just Who’s Got The Authority?

With other Anglican provinces now lining up to ostracize the
U.S. Episcopal Church (ECUSA) for its defiant consecrauon
of an actively gay bishop, will the “Mother” Church of En-
gland also reconsider its continued links with ECUSA?

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams appeared t0 make
2 C of E debate of the matter more likely by asserting at the'end
of the Primates’ Meeting in London that any break in commun-
ion with ECUSA could only be decided by the € of E corpo-
rately, and not by him as Archbishop. :

Though he is widely regardedias having authority on the 1in-

ternational level to determine which bodies are part off the An-
glican Communion, Dr. Williams seems eager not to eXercise
that role in such a high stakes situation without the backing of
the C of E’s leadership.

But when we inquired further about this, we seem :
in another of those fruitless searches for Anglican a?x(tlt:gr%[e .
Dr. Williams® comment notwithstanding, Arun Ka{‘ :
spokesman for the Church of England, said that the € of Ef{rla, 3
tionship with ECUSA exists through the primates and th g
bishop of Canterbury. A
While the General Synod!determines its own agenda angd
spc?ak on this issue, there is “no such debate scheduled il
point,” and the Synod is notin direct communication with Ecdt]t,h =
he said. So “lit’s not really a question for us in that sense,” K SA’
told TCC. e
He poimed to the special commission setup by the Archbish
and primates to examine the impact of Gene Robinson’s C(;HOD
cration on Anglican provincial relationships as the most likS(lt~
determinant of future English and American Church relatio?my
This suggests at least a year’s delay in that determination, sincsé
the commission i
not due to report
back until then,

ARCHBISHOP OF
CANTERBURY
Rowan Williams
(right) greets Episco-
pal Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold at
the start of October’s
Anglican primates’
meeting; can the
welcome last? Photo:
James Rosenthal/Angli-
can World.

FIF-UK continued from previous page
Communion province in North America. From that perspective,
FIF-UK’s ability to pursue a similar goal before a crisis becomes
full-blown is enviable indeed.

And its progress to date can hardly fail to impress. The Rev:
Preb. Sam Philpott reminded the assembly that FIE-UK earlier
gained support from former Archbishop of Canterbury George
Carey for creating a panel of its own to parallel an official ten-
member working party on women bishops, led by the Bishop
of Rochester, Michael Nazir-Ali. )
FIF's “Shadow Working Party™ on female bishops, whose
e member ide Orthodox and Roman (@atholic person-

The report will'cap a good deal of work that FIE has already
done to elucidate the plan for the new province, which, though
moIe theologically-than geographically—based, 1S envisioned as
holding the same status as any other Anglican province.

Remarkably, new Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Will-
jams—a women’s ordination supponer——earlier backed consid-
eration of: this proposal, as part of the wider realignment Start-
ing within Anglicanism. Canon John Rees, a liberal who serves
as Provincial Registrar of Canterbury, has, “agreed that it [is]
perfectly, possible to legislate a free province into being, if the
church had the will toido it.”? Fr. Philpott said.

FIE knows that there'iS nosassurance in today’s Communion of
something sounusual—especially when some € of E liberals are
pushing to repeal even current traditionalist provisions. Yetthe at-
mosphere of calm confidence at the assembly was unmistakable
7 “This was a parade where everyone knew where we are gc;-
ing,” one participant said. The question was not so much whether
there willlbe a new: province, but when, he added.
aps this is partly because even church officials realize
hood of the province proposal’s popularity. Notably
.C of E parishes have opted for “flying bishops,” and
ave adopted resolutions excluding women p’riests

EEMED MORE MIXED at the assembly
me of the primates’ emergency meetinginLon-
had wamed of the communion-breakin
y decisions in ECUSA and Canada’s Dio-

v, Francis Gardom; who!serves at
tephen’s, Lewisham, quippedithat
/ what [the primates] said; beca i




However, Matthew Davies, managing editor for Anglican Com-
munion News Service, thought that the General Synod would
wield considerable influence if it chose to opine on the matter of
the two provinces' relationship, and that Dr. Williams would be
certain to take its position into'account.

But he also'saw one purpose of the primates” commission as
being to help clarify what authority exists at various levels of
the Communion and to suggest where it should be increased—
or even where it has been exceeded. Notably, Davies doubted
that a province within the Communion has the authority to de-
clare broken or impaired fellowship with another province, even
though a number of such declarations have already been made
in regard to ECUSA.

Contacted by TCC, one orthodox priest who serves in the
General Synod said: “I rather think that there won’t be a debate
on links with ECUSA. We simply won’t be permitted by the
Synod’s business managers to have one. Our next meeting is
not until February 2004, and even if we all signed a request for
a Private Member’s Motion, it would be unlikely to reach the
top of the agenda b;fore February 2005.” (And by that time, he
joked, “ECUSA will be ordaining the gay partners along with
the gay candidates.”)

But The Church of England Newspaper quoted one leading
Synod member as saying it was inconceivable that the Synod would
ignore developments in the U.S. The C of E “will inevitably have
to decide whether it stands with Americalor not,” he said.

The newspaper maintained that the C of E could make a
change in its relationship with ECUSA, but that this would re-
quire a change in the English Church’s constitution.

A recent poll by the newspaper found that 52 percent of re-
spondents did not think the C of E should sever ties with ECUSA,
howeVer.

“Some Issues In Human Sexuality”

But the outcome of the communion issue may be impacted
by reactions in the € of E to a new: sexuality report, and recent
remarks by the liberal prelate who oversaw its production, Ox-
ford Bishop Richard Harries.

The new working party report, Some Issues in Human Sexu-
ality: A Contribution to the Debate. was published at deadline
as a follow-uptoia 1991 paper on the topic.

Initial reports about the over-200-page document suggested
that it does not recommend any change in € of E teaching on
homosexuality, but attempts to explore aspects of homosexual
and transsexual relationships, and calls for more tolerance, and
a full debate.

But one veteran reporter who had seen its conclusions said
they would “face a storm of protest from the church’s Evan-
gelical wing,” which proved to be a powerful influence in Dr.
Williams’ early July decision to ask a gay cleric, Dr. Jeffrey
John, to withdraw as Bishop-designate of Reading.

That action ended a sharp clash among church leaders at home
and abroad over the appointment of John, an advocate of church
sanction for homosexual couples who is himself in a longtime
gay relationship, though he says it is now platonic.

But for the man most responsible for John's appointment—
Bishop Harries—it clearly was not over.

Though C of E bishops were recently said to have held a
private “healing” session to bury their differences over the Canon
John matter, Harries stirred the controversy again in late Octo-
ber by rebuking Dr. Williams for backtracking over John's ap-
pointment, which he said the Archbishop had twice endorsed

before it became public. Harries also disclosed that he nearly

resigned over the dispute. —

when! bishops get together one cani usually ex-
pect the worst.” j

One “positive,” Gardom said, was the lead-
ers’ firm indication that “New Hampshire and
New Westminster were wrong” and that their
support of homosexual behavior cannot be rec-
onciled with established Anglican belief. He
alsonoted the primates’ call'foralternative epis-
copal oversight for faithful Anglicans in hos-
tile situations.

But Fr. Kirk, Fr. Gardom’s' colleague at St. Stephen’s, said
there were “noisurprises’’ from the primates, whom he said!did
the usual: “‘state the ebvious and'play for time.”

“Twosad truths emerge from this fiasco,” Kirk told the assem-
bly: “The firstis/that American traditionalists staked far toomuch
on a battle they could'net win, and on allies—the conservative
primates——who cannot deliver. The second'is that Anglicanism is
structurally incapable of addressing the' major issues of biblical
and ecclesiallauthority which dog its every stepiand action. The
gutinstinct [of Communionileaders] is tolbe all'things toalll men.
They still have to leamn the elementary lesson that to agree with
everyone isinreality to have agreed with no one at all. The fatal
fluency of the!Archbishopiof Canterbury cannot be relied upon
to substitute for clear thinking and'sound doctrine.”

But the assembly stepped up toithe plate for FIF-NA President
and! persecuted'cleric, Fr. David Moyer—who was also present
at the assembly—anditook a swipe at Episcopal Presiding Bishop
Frank Griswold'in the process.

Aresolution'adopted by the assembly saluted the support that
the Bishoplof Pittsburgh, ArchbishopofCentral Africa, and even

Hepworth

Drs. Williams and Carey had given (in their respective ways)to
Fr. Moyer, who remains the rector of Good Shepherd, Rosemont,
despite his 2002 “deposition” by liberal Pennsylvania Episco-
pal Bishop Charles Bennison. It also applauded the recently-
revealed attempts Griswold had made to deter Bennison from
defrocking Moyer, but deplored the fact that the PB., who had
said he would publicly condemn the deposition, “singularly
failed” to do so “inany discernible way.”

Er. Moyer, incidentally, also reported a rise in FIF-NA num-
bers in the wake of ECUSA's gay bishop controversy.

The assembly heard updates from representatives of other
sister groups as well, including FIF-Australia (where the An-
glican Church is also preparing to vote on women bishops),
FIE-Wales, orthodox Scandinavian' Lutherans. and the Tradi-
tional Anglican'Communion.

TAC's Primate, Archbishop John Hepworth of Australia,
whose diverse global flock of nearly 200,000 Continuing An-
glicans is in communion with FIF, noted recent correspondence
with Archbishop Williams, and also promising ongoing talks
with the Holy See.

Apropos to this was the keynote speech delivered by FIF-
UK Chairman, Bishop John Broadhurst. The bishop reviewed
FIF's formation ten years earlier and progress since then, while
reminding that FIF is engaged'in an endeavor that goes beyond
itselfior Anglicanism.

“There’s/a world'battle on for the Gospel” taking place across
many parts of Christianity, he said. “We have to make common
cause with people who are buffeted by that same battle.” and
are justas determined “that we will triumph and that the Gospel
will'not bellost.™ M
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In earlier remarks—justahead of the Anglican primates’ emer-
gency meeting in Iondon—Harmies also compared!those who
3 n of homosexuals to'supporters ofi slavery.
The bishop asserted that the Church would be forced to ad-
mitithatitgot iR A P o el il
T ST w"'ay that it had peen wrong for a pzu:t of its history
over slavery, the persecution of Jews. women's suffrage and
women's ordinalit, o plication of his new book, After the
S.peakn'igtfonity and Judaismiin the'Shadow of the Holo-
L2l Chl‘lS'la‘ <aid that homosexuals are “there” and “didn’t
cal‘: ft’ bl—ek]l)l:r?that way.” S0 “whatis the best pastoral provision
‘l]rb\at :)he Church can make for [them]?” :
Dr. Philip Giddings; 2 founder of the Ev?ngellcal_ group An-
lican Mainstream, saidthe thought Harries’ comparison of gay
f’; rdination opponents 1o suppotters of slavery “isimistaken, both
theologically and historically.” _ :

*WHILE IRISH ARCHBISHOP Robin Eames will !ead
the commission trying to.cope with fall-out from the Anglican
homosexuality dispute. he and other Church of Treland bishops
have not surprisingly encouraged tl}elr own General Synod to
steer clear of the gay issue for a while. The church’s hierarchy
issued a pastoral letter called Human Sexuality in response to
the decision of the U.S. Episcopal Church to consecrate the first
openly homosexual bishop in the Anglican Communion. Inter-
estingly, though. in urging delay to allow biblical reflection,
listening. and prayer about homosexuality, the Irish prelates
claimed that there is “still no unanimity on the question itself
across the Churches.” despite the global consensuson it that
clearly exists among Anglicans and Christians generally.

*IN A NOW-RARE OCCURRENCE,; a traditionalist has
been named as the € of E’s next Bishop of Blackburn. The Ven.
Nicholas Reade is an opponent of women’s ordination, though
he will follow the policy of his predecessor, Bishop/Alan Chesters,
in allowing women to be ordained as deacons. Reade is currently
the Archdeacon of Lewes and Hastings within the Diocese of
Chichester. Dovetailing with Reade’s appointment, though, was
news thatthe see of Sodor and Man, formerly held by a tradition-
alist, had gone toa supporter of female ordination, the Very Rev.

Graeme Knowles, currently dean of Carlisle Cathedral.
Sources: The Sunday Times, The Times, The Church of England Newspaper, The
Sunday Telegraph, The Dally Telegraph, Beifast Telegraph

oppose the ordinati@

Canada: Ingham, Crawley, Provide
Pointed Lessons On The Liberal Way
Commentary Report

The Anglican Churchof Canada’s Bishop of New Westminster,
Michael Ingham, and metropolitan of British Columbia, Arch-
bishop David!Crawley, have lately proffered some unforgettable
demonstrations of liberal (olerance and respect for Anglican unity.

Ingham, you will recall, is the prelate who spearheaded dioc-
esan synod approval for same-sex blessings, the first of which
wok place in June—a few days after Anglican primatés (pro-
vincial leaders) specifically admonished against them,
~ Panishes representing a quarter of Ingham's churchgoing flock
in the Vancouver area have rebelled against this change in historic
Christian doctrine—not that Ingham has not tried, in his own in-
imitable way, 1o help them see the wisdom of the new religion.

In the latest of these :

e

h&ds, he sent agents in September iy
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St. John’s Shaughnessy, one ofithe ACiNW parishes, andithelarg-
est Anglican congregation in Canada. Photo: Chris Hawley

had his pay cut off, and the mission was recommended for “ter-
mination.”” Alse inl October, Ingham’s chancellor filed charges
against seven “disobedient’” and “disrespectful” clergy serving
iniother objecting parishes.

The latter two actions were undertaken, moreover, after An-
glican primates meeting in' London slammed NewWest's ap-
proval of gay blessings'as communion-breaking, andicalled on
provinces (as they similarly had in 2001) to/furnish “adequate”
alternate episcopal care for “dissenting minorities.”

Indeed, the' biblically-faithful Vancouver parishes—collec-
tively known asithe Anglican Communion in New Westminster
(ACiINW)—themselves tried tohelpithat process along by ear-
lier accepting Yukoni Bishop Terry Buckle’s offer of full alter-
nate oversight. Buckle was then “commissioned” for the role
by.the primates of India and Central Africa at a'special Septem-
ber 7 service attended by some 1,600 faithful Vancouver-area
Anglicans, among them! four other bishops: from €anada: The
foreign prelates were not the first to come and stand in solidar-
1ty with their Vancouver brethren.

But'Ingham'had rejected Buckle, instead offering episcopal
care inithe person of retired Bishop William Hockin, under a
limited arrangement controlled by Ingham that the ACiNW had
already rejected in May 2002. The ACC’s House oft Bishops
alSoibacked Hockin, evenithough he was selected withoutcon-
sultation with the ACINW: parishes.

Andiof course, the solution to the conflict in the liberallview
could not be allowing the conservative congregations to haye
an altemate bishop acceptable to them.
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So, just days before Anglican primates gathered for their “cri-
sis” meeting in London, Archbishop Crawley said he had moved
to discipline Buckle for asserting “episcopal authority’ over the
New Westminster parishes which requested his oversight.
Though it was not clear that Buckle had yet made actual epis-
copal visitations to any of the dissenting parishes, Crawley said
the prelate was violating church law, and inhibited him.

The action was implicitly backed by four Canadian Church
metropolitans, who issued a statement scoring the “interven-
tion!” of outside Anglican leaders and of “one Canadian bishop
in the life of another diocese,” but not the violation of ACC
policy by Ingham and his diocese. The metropolitans admitted
that the Canadian Church “has not affirmed same-sex bless-
ings,” but asserted that “there 'is ]i‘ttle evidenc_e that [its mem-
bers] see this is a church-dividing issue,” a claim resoundingly
contradicted by Anglican primates—among them liberal Cana-
dian Primate Michael Peers—in their unanimously-adopted Lon-
don statement. Even before then, about half of the primates’
had already declared impaired or broken communion with New
Westminster over the June same-sex blessing rite.

WHEN CANADIAN BISHOPS met to try to hash things
out in early November, it was with an eye toward the primates’
admonition to provide “adequate provision for episcopal over-
sight of dissenting minorities.” The result, thqugh, Wwas tomove
the oversight matter back to square one, giving the liberals at
least a temporary win. ‘

The bishops urged Buckle to. “refrain frpm exercising epis-
copal ministry” in New Westminster—which he agreed'to do.
While they also requested Fhat Craw!ey and Inghamicease their
respective disciplinary zlf:txons—whlch they. agreeq to d_o—the
prelates asked for a medlatoAr to help “negotlate an interim role
for the person exercising eplscopal 0v§r51ght [that 1S] mutually
acceptable” to Ingham and the dissenting parishes (though th.e
two parties had been unable to agree up to_ then). The role is
«interim’’ because the prelates asked Archbishop Peers to cre-
ate a House of Bishops task forc; “to draw up terms apd condi-
tions’’ for the “adequate”‘ overmght—somcthmg whlch could
produce positive or negative results for the.AC1NW.panshes.

And again, the bishops chose not to.deal ghrec}ly with, or even
rebuke, the source of the d1fﬁc_ulty-—t.he violation of Capadnan
Church and Anglican Communion pohcy‘ on homosexuality. :

But—for now—the disciplinary heat is off the conservative

i d clergy-
bls’?}?ii avl;/las noggelp, howeyver, to the people of St._Martin’s_.
North Vancouver, who had tried to foil Ingham’s bid to take
over their parish. They had blocked the change_of locks; and
held a September 28 meeting that recallgd previous wardens,
reaffirmed acceptance of Buckle’s oversight, and launched a
search for a permanent prigst. . :

Inghamhad usedSt. Martin's lack of arector—its former priest,
Timothy Cooke, earlier resigned in protest over same-sex bless-
ings—as the basis for his action qgamst the parish ugder ararely-
invoked canon allowing bishop-imposed restructuring.

But ACINW spokesman Chris Hawley said that the diocese
“eventually did change the locks™ on the building and that the
“[ngham-installed parish leadership refuseq torecognize” the Sep-
tember meeting’s results. A number of resisting conservative pa-
rishioners have now been “banned' from certain mmxstqes...So 1t
seems fairly obvious that Ingham has actually §ucceeded in legally
overpowering the parishioners by installing his own leaders. :

And most conservative observers expect that Ingham, while
going along with his tellow bishops for now, wi}l not long be
able to/restrain himself from other imperious actions. Notably,

he saw the primates’ London statement, not as a condemnation,
but as a sort of vindication, since it reaffirmed provineial au-
tonomy and respect for jurisdictional boundaries. He also wel-
comed the request for alternate episcopal oversight for “dis-
senting minorities™—as a call to extend such care to homosexual

Anglicans in other places in'the Communion.
Sources inciuded The Vancouver Sun, The Church of England Newspaper, Virtuosity

Suit Aims To Block Conservatives

From Taking Church Property
By The Rev. Charles H. Nalls
Canon Law Institute, Washington, DC

A well-known liberal Episcopal priest and a layman in the
conservative Diocese of Pittsburgh filed a lawsuit October 23,
seeking to prevent congregations from taking church property
if they part company with the U.S. Episcopal Church (ECUSA)
over the appointment of an openly gay bishop.

The lawsuit filed by the Rev. Harold Lewis, his Senior War-
den, Philip Richard Roberts, and Calvary Episcopal Church names
Episcopal Bishop Robert Duncan Jr. and the Pittsburgh diocese.

Claiming to represent the interests of the diocese and its con-
stituent parishes, the plaintiffs say a resolution passed' by
Pittsburgh’s recent diocesan convention contravenes ECUSA's
infamous “Dennis Canon,” which declares that all parishiprop-
erty is held in trust for the diocese and wider national church.

Adopted'in 1979; the canon was meant to stem! the uptick of
Episcopal congregations then seeking to secede with their prop-
erty over ECUSA's abolition of historic holy order and the  tradi-
tional Prayer Book.

Filedin Allegheny County Court in Pittsburgh, the civil action
does not seek damages but is part of a legal procedure known as
ad litem, whichlets members of an unincorporated association—
in this case, the diocese—assert that its members must comply
with its constitution and bylaws. The complaint states that the
“action s brought under the laws of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, to preserve and protect the unity and integrity of the
property” of ECUSA and the Pittsburgh diocese.

The “Dennis Canon"—Title I, Canon 7, Section 4 of ECUSA’s
canons—declares that: “All real and personal property held by or
for the benefit of any, Parish, Mission or Congregation is held in
trust for this Church and the Diocese thereof in which such Par-
ish, Mission or Congregation is located. The existence of this
trust, however, shall in no way limit the power and authority of
the Parish, Mission or Congregationotherwise existing over such

property soilong as the particular Parish, Mission or Congrega-
tion remains a part of, and'subject to, this Church and its Consti-

; B 3 tutioniand Canons.”

Asnoted, this churchirule
has been used in a number
of earlier suits by several
dioceses to strip individual
faithful parishes of their
property ownership: Indeed,
two separate state appeals
courts recently upheldideci-
sions depriving two seceded
orthodox congregations of
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The last of the six resolutions adoptod seeks ;‘.; \ Tm‘ﬁ 4 q: dm,
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missions therein from the interests and authonty of The ; E
Copal Church, of which Calvary and 118 mngsegmot\ and tne
individual plaintiffs are art.” x )
Ironicalls, under the si;‘:th resolution, Lewis 0\\'“?*1“:"1‘ “,‘f“;\d‘
have clear title to its property: which it could retain & en it e
diocese itself left ECUSA. ol
Nonetheless, on September 25 Lewis apparently Wrot¢ 1o
Bishop Duncan asking him (0 disavow that the purpose of the
resolution was to allow congregations 10 1€ave ECUSA andkeep
churches and other property that they currently use O hold.
Duncan refused to do s0, thus provoking the'suit.
Though a clear majonity of diocesan convention delegates
favored the resolution at issue, Lewis, claiming to represent the

Two Orthodox U.S. Parishes
' Lose Property Appeals
Report/Analysis
Two orthodox parishes which earlier seceded from the U.S.
Fpiscopal Church (ECUSA}—St. Paul’s, Brockton, Massa-
chusetss, and the Chusch of St. James the Less, Philadelphia—

have both Jost appellate court bids (o retain or recover control

St. Paul’s, Brockton
The congregation of St. Paul's, which earlier left the Epis-
copal of Massachusetts, mainly because of its pro-
omosexual stance, has been worshipping inrented space since
was seized under court order several years ago by
and its bishop, Tom Shaw. .
gregation evidently expected the loss of its appeal,
cility severd months ago. The
ican Missis America.

HE

weal” interests of the diocese, chz.nrgcs Duncan and hig :
defendants wil‘h a breach n! lulilc‘u.n'y duty, and a lhrcz‘n Fll.OW
sroperly. wransfer property umnfuy o such interess 0 im.

AUthis wilings (he defendants had not yet formally Answe

AN { red
““j :\\\:’lh long identified with Iihcml’ causes in the chyre
(he ’,.\‘\.I\‘()(-iuml Press that the lawsuit “has nothing to A
Gene Robinsoms this isrn}m about h""‘,"”"“?““)’~--This i a‘évlth
the Iipiscnpul Church. lhf: c."m‘n‘l,‘l 1h'mk, .W”! uphold oy out
{ion hecause the people of [ECUSA] in this diocese are engosl_
o the use and'the enjoyment off tbc pr()pcrty.” itleq

Bishop Duncan s'aid he was disappointed but not surp;
by the Jawsuit. 1 think the action on their part is definite] Sred
mature, Since what we've done is try to protect all the churcﬁee:
sropertys” he s, : X

He agreed that the sixth resolution was “radical, but this j
radical time in our life. There are two realities here, and fealsl a
wwo churches. We’ve got to give freedom to people.” Y,

One of the resolutions adopted with Duncan’s backing eye
aives parishes the right to withhold funds from the diocese itn-
self. if they disagree with its orthodox direction.

Duncan was oneof 19 Episcopal bishops who declared a“pas-
toral emergency” in ECUSA after its General Convention en-
dorsed Robinson’s consecration. In the wake of two major gath-
erings in Dallas and London signalling that the gay dispute
would likely spark global Anglican realignment, Duncan and
likeminded colleagues are moving to form a network transcend-
ing diocesan boundaries that will seek to remain ini the 77 mil-
lion-member Anglican Communion, but outside of ECUSA.

h, told

ST.JAMESITHE LESS, Phila-
delphia

the Episcopal Diocese of
Pennsylvania.

Tt wasuncleanwhether,
if it does 0, it could ob-
tain—as it did before ap-
pealing to the Common-
wealth Court—another
stay, from the court en-
abling congregantsitoires
main in their building
yvhile the action is pend-
ng.

St. James leftits theo-
logically hostile Episco-
pall diocese and the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) by a nearly
unanimous vote in Aprill of 1999. The diocese filed! suit in
2001 to force the congregation from its property.

InMarch, Judge Joseph O’ Keefe of the Court of Common
Pleas! Orphan Court division found for the diocese, inyoking
a 1935 state statute that he believed entitled Pennsylyania
Bishop Charles Bennison andihis standing committee t have
control of St. James’ property. The parish appealed.

_ On October 7, a majority of the Commonwealth Court af-
ﬁm the lower court’s decision in favor of the dioceses al-
ﬂa@u e nt grounds, The congregation—which has al=
‘ med! inner city, school due to the

y given another eviction notice:
of the Commonwealm Cougt,

mxa\sw@;mgl'}y*-wmd‘ad; dissenting opiniot 1
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ers View [ewis’ suit as part of an ongoing s
%b;;f:l’nd the Presiding Bishop's Chancellor, Dgavidggség?;eéyecby
arishes in the denomlpatlon by threats tothe propert le?
((0) Othm the suit involves nallopgl church interests and is aY-a_ e
facfd Jy-clected diocesan authorities is a new dimension to B (%UlélSt
the : 1y suits and will be subject to close scrutiny and analysis A
propoT ABLY: BEERS was recently reported by The Livin
chas saying that m_dmduals may leave ECUSA, but if therg
‘Chu omnant within a diocese who wish to remain, they will €
ritle {0 church property for the diocese. He added that tr}?é
-scopal Church Center has already been contacted by remnants
EpiS he Dioceses of Pittsburgh and South Carolina. i
The Jegal conclusion Beers draws about parishes being bound
diocese is correct, bL}t his theory tbat adiocese has a similar
{ary duty 0 the national church is unproven, according to
t. Rev. william C. Wantland, the retired Bishop of Eau
claire; Wisconsin, and a canon law expert associated with the
Law Institute. Bishops hold great power over clergy
through their ability tO license, Wantland told TLC, but the ties
which pind @ diocese }o the natlopal church are much weaker,
Bishop Wantland said congregations seebng to/leave a diocese
ith their property have almost always lost in court, but there is no
egal precedent to apply national church canons regarding prop-
iy to an entire d10Cese- A number of dioceses have also reached
amicable separations with departing congregations inthe past with-
out being challenged by the national church; he said.

One school of thought 'also suggests that the legal picture
regarding parish property in the American Church could be al-
teredifa majority of Anglican provinces de-recognize ECUSA.

to/d

which he upheld the right of the parish to disaffiliate from
BCUSA and retain its property-

The Rev. Dr. David Ousley, rector of St. James, said, “Obvi-
ously weare disappointed with the ruling, and we appreciate Judge
Colins’ dissent. We will be...prayerfully considering our options
inthe days ahead as we discern the faithful course for this church.”

Path Of Destruction

Both the St. Paul’s and St. James disputes began well be-
fore the crisis in ECUSA came 1o the point of triggering a
likely/realignment within Anglicanism, one that may helpipro-
duce legal conditions more favorable to congregations wish-
ing to keep! their property after disengaging from ECUSA.
However, a lawsuit aimed at preventing that from happening
has recently been filed by a liberal cleric in the conservative-
lediDiocese of Pittsburgh (see separate story).
 Hor the: moment, though, the appeals court decisions are
important wins for liberal Episcopal leaders. For Bishop
Bennison in particular, it is a major piece of a much Jarger,
Wlt’;ly— publicized campaign to tame ot obliterate traditional-
isis inthis diocese. A purveyor of heterodox views on Serip-
fure, sexuality and'women’s ordination, Bennison is, infact, a
central case in point for faithful Episcopalians currently argu=
ing their need!for a new ecclesiastical arrangement.

. tﬁle hasimanaged to create nasty confrontations with three
oher orthodox parishes, with varying degrees of success for
1S goals (o) date.
emost publicized of these cases, he has still notimans
oust welll known orthodox cleric, Et. David Moyer,
PUIpOIting o “depose™ him in September 2002, amOVe
widely condemned internationally. Moyer’s ministry
sstored by the Province of Central Africa, and he contin=

Some i

7 prggisggle; teve.n ltl;mk the primates™ statement in' London

' _ ential legal grounds fi “realigning’

e tial s for any “realigning” par-

= Clng o retain its property, an issue which 1S kn(g)wﬁ o)

ASy0 oqcem some conservative primates.

o i:?h Eggal mind saw it, “ECUSA bishops will not be as-

- ir claim thag locall churches must obey. the h'iemmh‘jf
gherlevel of the hierarchy has condemnedisuch actions.’i

s Diocese Distances Itself
rom Ugandan Leader’s Visit

Gris‘:‘;glléetg K:cept visit hy'Episcopal Presiding Bishop Frank
e nglicans in pganda, the Diocese of North Caro-
= Al ssociated itself with a recent speaking visit by Ugan-
?\Io r;hblshqp-Elect Henry Grombi. 2
i arrt1 EC?:olma Blshop? TYIIC'haél Curry also may have interfered
Orome; S "sopal parish’s invitationito/Orombi, reports Virtiuosity.
e whenash to speak at the 2.500-member Christ Episcopél
T € came to Cha}rlotte October 18. Instead, he was
s Chtolprea’?h at a series oft ecumenical gatherings called
e Car otte” ata local Evangelical churchiOctober 19-22.
s ?h u(;ry saxq the venue was changed because it was
s agud' at Orombi would attract a larger and more ecumeni-
Her s ience than Chns} Church could accommodate. But,
gh the ;vem was still sponsored by an ad hoc Anglican
group, the diocese disassociated itself fromit. 7
As a"result of the confusion and uncertainty about Bishop
Orombi’s welgome at Christ Church, the archbishop also ac-
cepted a speaking invitation from the Rev. Dr. Jon Shuler, presi-

—

ues as rector of Good Shepherd, Rosemont, in defiance of
Bennison. The bishop also has yet to get control of Good
Shepherd’s property, though' he may have been waiting for
the outcome ofithe St. James €ase to try.

And tt}e pathiof destruction forming as aresult of his liberal
leadership includes more than just traditionalist parishes. The
P;nnsylvania diocese recently announced that it had closeditwo
historic parishes because of declining church attendance. One,
Calvary/St. Paul’s in the Southwark Deanery had just three
members, and St. Albanis in Olney was down to.one member.

«St. Paul’s was once a thriving Evangelical congregation with
over 3,000 members, but the erosion ofibiblical orthodoxy by a
succession of liberal priests and. . liberal bishops destroyed this
once vibrant pamsh,” Wrote church!journalist David Virtue.

The Rey. Paul Heal, diocesan canon for congregations, also
revealed that approximately 25 percent of the diocese’s 160
parishes (about 40) are struggling to keep their doQES Opem.

«Most of these haye less than 40 members,” he told The
Pennsylvania Episcopalian.

Toxic bishops and crumbling dioceses can still go on for a
Jong time, though, if they have alot of money in the bank. So
it is worth noting that, according o The Living Cf}urch. the
Pennsylvania diocese has just come/intoa bequest from a d§~
ceased woman'Sestate said to total nearly $12 million (though
it is reportedly designated for Ch»ristian education).

The only possible upside t(;1 th;)s deV&:OPmsS:;;‘l\gi:g‘Ceﬁln

: observerqui 4. is that Pennsylvania s s ¢ -
‘r)nr?t]t(:e‘i);w has engug%ps) follow the leadiofithe Episcopal Dm'
' cese of New Jersey i the case of Joe Mo Doss. and ﬂ,m; xst
to pay Bennison {0 80 away penménénﬂy—~smﬂ‘;“$ e
doubtless would.do wonders for Chustian education.
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dent of the North AmericanMissionary Society. The archbishop
also agreed to preach and celebrate October 19 at King of Kings
Anglican Church, a new churchiplant under the oversight of the
Anglican Mission in America, in another part of Charlotte.
IF THE LIBERAL-LED EPISCOPAL DIOCESE was in-
deed worried about Bishop Orombi, though, it would not be
surprising. considering that this “fiery orator and impassioned
evangelist” is thought likely to make a bold stand for the faith
internationally and at home as the primate of Uganda and the
Bishop of Kampala.

Until recently the Bishop of Nebbi, the 54-year-old father of
four and graduate of Nottingham University was elected! by
Uganda’s eight million Anglican Christians on July 4. He will
be enthroned as archbishop on January 25, 2004, succeeding
the Most Rev. Livingstone Mpalanyi-Nkoyoyo.

The Church of England Newspaper: recalled that Orombi
came out swinging against the racially insensitive remarks
made by Bishop Jack Spong of Newark during the 1998
Lambeth Conference.

“Bishop Spong doesn’tunderstand the African scene, doesn’t
understand the price the African Church has paid for her faith
and has failed to appreciate the contribution the African Church
has made to the Anglican Communion,” Orombilsaid at the time.

At ILambeth ‘98— where the world's Anglican bishops over-
whelmingly reaffirmed historic sexuality doctrine—Bishop

Orombi cogently argued for a catholic understanding of the
nature of the Church. He said then that “bishops in America are
one partof the Anglican Communion. Whatever they do should
be found acceptable withini the wider church. Ift U.S. bishops
are ordaining homosexualsisitfor the U.S. or the wider church?

We are not local priests. we are global priests.”

ECUSA’s Gay Decision Opposed
By 60 Percent Of Public

A strong majority of the public disapproves of the Episcopal
Church's decision o recognize same-sex unions, and a larger
share of churchgoing Americans would object if their own faith
adopted a similar practice, a Washington Post poll found.

Injured
THE RT. REV. ANDREW FAIRFIELD (pic-
tured), the conservative former Bishop
of North Dakota, was critically injured
October 14 when he struck the side of
his headion a canoe he was trying/to se-
cure to the roof of his car. Doctors de-
termined that it causedibleeding on the
brain, and Fairfield underwent emer-
and repair. a mpwfed blood vessel. By
October 17, the bishop 12 regained con-
sciousness and was Preathing without
the aid of a ventilator Thoughhis condi-
tion was said|to pe 943"ded, his pros-
pects for recovery apPared good. Fairfield, 60, had just retired af
ter 14 years as | Kota's leader, a move he announced 18
months ago. bered in mﬂsﬂ*élone'dimﬁﬂng voice
on the church, €8 against former Newark
Assistant Bishop ninglan active homosext:
Though it has ‘

at least a year at
reason that Fairfield
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The 2003 Episcopal General Convention's move to allow lo-
cal option on blessing same-sex relationships was opposed by
60 percent of all Americans, while 33 percent favored the deci-
sion, and 7 percent were unsure.

What’s more, the poll found that nearly half of all Americans
who regularly attend worship services said they would leave
their current churchiif their minister blessed gay couples—even
if their denomination officially approved those ceremonies.

The survey results add weight to conservative reports that
the General Convention’s pro-gay decisions are sparking greater
backlash and losses than the church has seen heretofore in re-
sponse to other liberal revisionism.

The poll also demonstrates that any religious sanction of same-
sex relationships still evokes strong public disapproval, even
while the legal standing of gay couples in society is gaining
ground. It underscores the sharp distinction most Americans
make between relationships blessed by the church and those
recognized by the law.

“Americans are saying, ‘We’re willing to move pretty far on
this issue, we’re much more tolerant than we used to be, but
don't mix it up with religion and God,”” said Boston College
political scientist Alan Wolfe, director of the Boisi Center for
Religion and American Public Life. .

Oppositionitoblessing gay unions is strongest among Amerl-
cans who go to church every week, the Post’s poll found. Three
out of four frequent churchgoers opposed the Episcopal
convention’s decision, and a similar proportion said they would
object if their own faith took a similar step. But even among
those who acknowledged that they rarely or never attended
church; nearly six in teniobjected to blessing same-Sex couples.

Julio Rincon, 28, an infrequent churchgoer in Albany, N.€‘5V
York, said he would'not mind if a gay couple registered'a C]V'll
union “down at City Hall.” But, he said, “I do have a problem if
1t were to take place in a church.”’

But while more are willing to tolerate gay unions in the secu-
lar realm, the poll also foundithat that acceptance level has fallen.
Fewer than four in 10—37 percent—of all Americans say they
would support a law allowing gay men and lesbians to form
civil unions that would! provide some of the rights and legal
protections of marriage. ;

Thatiisa precipitous, 12-point drop/in support for gay. civil unions
that the Gallup!Organization/found when! it posed. the question 1mn
identicall terms in May— before the U.S. Supreme Court struck
down aTexas law against sodomy. In dissenting from the majority ’s
decision in that case, Justice Antonin Scalia argued that the court
was on a slippery slope toward'legalizing gay marriage.

Other surveys have found, however, that seme opponents of
same-sex unions would! tolerate extending marriage rights to
homosexuall couples. A recent survey by the Human Rights
Campaign found that 33 percent supported granting civil mar-
niage licenses to gay and lesbian partners “asilong as churches
donot have to recognize or perform these marriages.” An addi-
tional 17 percent would accept extending those nights torgay.
couples but “doinot support it.” Nearly half, 47 percent, said
they were opposed-

For the Postsurvey, a totaliofi 1,003 randomly: selected Ameri-
cans were interviewed between August 7 and 11, including 420
who said they attended services at least once a week. Themar-
gin of sampling erron is plus or minus 3/ percentage points for
the overall sample and 5 percentage points forn the results among
frequent churchgoers,
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Convention: Even Inmates Disturbed

Loss of members and funds, probable “realignment’” within
the Anglican Communion and American Church, and ecumeni-
cal troubles—these are among the leading ramifications of the
Episcopal General Convention decisions endorsing an actively
homosexual bishop and optional same-sex blessings.

But others are certainly starting to come to light.

In a recent letter to Colorado Episcopal BishopJerry Winterrowd,
a conservative priest, the Rev. Ephraim Radner, wrote: “I was sur-
prised to discover just today, while visiting in the County Jail,
that inmates had been reading the paper, and that serious ques-
tions had been raised about the kind of teaching our parish would
be bringing to prisoners seeking to grow in the Christian faith.

“As one of my members who visits federal prisons explained
tor me the other day, the matter of resisting (psychologically,
physically, and religiously) gay sex while incarcerated is not a
peripheral matter; and when the churches cannot offer a clear
teaching on this that directs one valiantly towards the will of
Gaod, in the confidence of His clear direction and promised aid,
it is not only credibility that is lost, but also hope.” Radner said.

One online observer responded by writing: “What would you
think if you were destined to live in a cell surrounded by, vicious
sodomites for the next ten years, [and] an ECUSA emissary came
to visit with cookies and Forward Day By Day pamphlets?...

“Unfortunately, ECUSA’s teaching on sexual perversion vis-
a-vis homosexuality is quite clear...; gay sex is not only not sin-
ful, but...actually sacramental! By receiving V. Gene Robinson
as asuccessor to the Apostles, ECUSA has not only declared that
gay sex is okay, but that it is even holier than marriage and has
the power to atone for the sin of divorce!... God help us, and
those whose lives our church scars in this world and destroys in
the next with its Satanic lies.”

What The Continuers Think

In'the wake ofithe Episcopal General Convention, some-
onelrecirculated this striking contrast to it: a pastoral'letter
on sexuality from the House ofi Bishops' of the Anglican
Church intAmerica, a leading Continuing Church body.
Though issued ten years ago, it isiremarkably, timely:

In our society, people are constantly subject to contradictory
advice on how they ought to use God's gift of sex. Christians
who attempt to behave sexually in' a way conformable to their
created nature as morally responsible human beings must over-
come!the confusion of this world. Often conflicting advice, now:
urging one'thing and then another, has been the cause of much
sufffering through disease, unexpected pregnancy, abortion,
sexual disorientation, and ruined relationships.

Sadly, confusion and tentativeness have entered. into the
Church herself, making the pastoral ministry of reconciliation
more difficult than need be. Any failure to think or teach ac-
. ‘to\God's will recorded. in the Scriptures, both realisti-
‘qa/l‘ly and charitably, is especially troublesome when the world
el s is awash in empty and meaningless sex, and while
e are yearning for true, godly relationships that will lift
lunion with God and one another.
some Christians have reacted to the wave of moral
exploitation by repeating God'swarning and judg-

iy without also affirming God's promises of for-
are to be given practical application by posi-

>

GENE ROBINSON (center)in the House of Deputies at the landmark
2003 General Convention in Minneapolis, which endorsed the gay
canon’s consecration as the next Bishop of New Hampshire.

Christians, and even whole churches, have triedto “solve” the
problem of sexual identity by the opposite extreme of abandon-
ing entirely the concepts of judgment and sin, and by denying
that human sexual activity, like every other attribute of the im-
age of God. in man, is affected by the Fall, and thus in need of
pastoral correction, scriptural teaching, and restraint.

One of the greatest challenges we face as a Church is our: re-
sponse to homosexuality, and how we as ministers and fellow
believers will' give support and encouragement to our brothers
and sisters struggling with this serious moral affliction. And un-
less weiare able as the people of God tomeet their spiritual needs,
we run the risk of abandoning many Christians to a life that is
anything but “gay” inatime of promiscuity, loneliness, and AIDS.

And we need to remind ourselves that God has created each
of us male and female; that we are each obliged to uphold the
moral law revealed in the Scriptures; and that we are each,
clerical or lay, married or single, to pursue purity in our con-

R

In Keeping With Good
Anglican Liturgical Order”

No doubt about it, Washington D.C. Bishop John Chane is
not the least bit bothered that his determined!liberalism runs
counter to the wider Anglican Communionito whichihe sup-
posedly belongs.

Chane, who was one of the some S5 Episcopal prelates who!
joined in/consecrating New Hampshire's gay bishop Novem-
ber 2, now says he plans to/develop rites for same-sex unions
to be used'in his 40,000-member diocese. Thls, based on tihe;'
fact that the 2003 Episcopal! General C ion okaye: ‘
option on same-sex blessings, while giving no ! l&mmc&ls @m‘
other) guidelines for them:
In a letter to: Bradle
bmnch of the con ]

m&Y eq e e
Source: mcmm@gm A



duct: abstinence in the'integrity of singleness; chaste fidelity in
the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman.
Pastors and counselors in our Church are being called to
minister to men and women struggling with a homosexual ori-
entation or lifestyle. The question of origin, whether homosexu-
ality is congenital or learned, is beside the'point. The need.is
the same: a clear and unambiguous commitment to God's Word
in setting forth how all men and women can be whole in the

image of God.

THEREFORE, WE AFFIRM:

That while the capacity for sexual expression and sexual ac-
tivity are gifts from God, the teaching of the Holy Scriptures
and the unchanging moral law of the Church enjoin all 1o ab-
stinence in the single state and permits the legitimate exercise
of this gift only within a lifelong, monogamous, heterosexual
marriage fit to receive the blessing of Christ’s Church;

That it is a grave theological error to assert that homosexu-
ality is a state blessed by nature, a gift ofGod, avalid “alterna-
tive” lifestyle for Christians; or that God does not condemn
homosexual practice; or that attempted “homosexual mar-
riage,” which is in fact a perversion of the Divine intention, is
possible;

That all overt homosexual practice, being contrary to. the
image of Christ, whowas obedienttohis Fatherin all things, is,
completely incompatible with the Sacrament of Holy Orders and
by itself disqualifies anyone from ordination or. from holding
any position of clerical authority and pastoral care in this

Church and.is {under ACA canon law] legitimate and urgent
grounds for presentment and trial, and.in the case of guilt be-
ing established by due process, sufficient grounds for suspen-

sion and deposition from the Sacred Ministry.
The Most Rev. LLouis Falk leads the ACA, a part of the Tradi-
tional Anglican Communion, led by, Archbishop John
Hepworth of Australia

ACC Archbishop Stays On,

Urges Continuing Church Unity
By John Omwake

Instead of stepping down as earlier. announced, the Most Rev.
Brgtper John-Charles FODC will remain Metropolitan of the;
Original Province of the Anglican Catholic Church (ACC).

. Speaking toithe ACC’s XV Provincial Synod October 22-24
in _tbc New Orleans suburb of Metairie, ArchbishopJohn-Charles
sa.1d4 that he would still return to his native Australia but was
v{ﬂ}mg to continue as metropolitan, if the Synod wi’shed He
(:JtexjSL t:;vco 'rcasonhs l])ehind his change of mind; :
_ * Adesire (o hielp advance ongoing talks wit i
Province of Christ the King, aimed %it forging lz:lglsee? gglliaer}
twcj;ldthc. o -C:})ntmumg Anglican bodies, and
| cAdesireioe i'cvc' the New Orleans mee’tin from becomi
ﬁ:{ig;ﬁ: go?sx:ﬁ;ag fgyg;)d J’n arow to have togelect a new? Xgl(g:
meropoutan. (Since 1997, three previous leaders have died.
Ch:?l(;s Co\;lt]:l?ti:hif glshops Qquickly re-elected Archbishop J o)hn-
Laity gu;rmg e e;n/aie Gf Lhc Clergy and the Assembly of the
i bish' nsen thuonly one abstention in the clergy,
1 Archbishop John-Charles (o the
B{’fiﬁh@p James Bromiey, who car-
Orating health. The Archbishop
he hadiheld since 2001,
s residing in Newcastle, New

resigned the see.
and has returmed
South Wales:
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ACC Archbishop-Brother John-
Charles FODC

Unite Or Perish

In his charge to the Synod, the
ACC leader, a former Anglican
Communion bishop, made a direct
call for unity among Continuing
Anglicans, terming it necessary. for
the survival of the movement.

Calling the existence of many

Continuing jurisdictions a “scandal,” he warned: “If we cannot
come together in unity we will wither and die separately—and
will deserve to die.”

If meaningful unity is not achieved, he said, “there is little
hope for Continuing Anglicanism.”

Statistics presented to the Synod by the provincial secretary,
Deborah Stanton, buttress the Archbishop’s message of “unite or
perish.” Total ACC Original Province membership (baptized and
confirmed) as of December 31, 2002, stood at 3,736. (The A_CC
has a second province in India.) Since several jurisdictions failed
to report, this figure is incomplete and the actual total is higher.
Still, this represents a significant decline since December 1990,
when more than 8,000 members were reported. Since then, two
groups have split from the ACC, in 1991 and 1997.

However, the Archbishop reported signs of growth over t.he
last year, with new parishes established or received. The Dio-
cese of New: Orleans, for example, recently added three new
congregations and reopened a fourth, adding a total of over 200
new members. But if the ACC is to stem or reverse its decade-
long decline in membership, more evangelism is needed.

“This is your gospel, this is your good news, and you must
be prepared to spread it abroad,” the Archbishop said.

The ACC’s financial condition is dire, he also told Synod.

“We e broke,” he said. “We’ve borrowed to the hilt and there
is little left toiborrow.” .

If everyone tithed!to their parishes, if parishes tithed to their
dioceses, and if dioceses tithed!to the province, “we would have
nofinancial problems at all,” the Archbishop said-

He also requested an assistant bishop in the Patrimony. of the
Metropolitan, with responsibility for Latin American affairs. He
indicated' his choice for the post would be the Ven. Roger
Dawson, dean of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Caracas, Venezuela, and
new archdeacon of the Missionary Diocese of Nueva Granada.
That see is vacant following the October 21 deposition of Bishop
Victor Manuel Cruz-Blanco for abandonment of communion.

Holyrood “Out Of Business”™

At its meeting October 20, the Board of Governors of the
ACC’s Holyrood Seminary voted itself out of business.

The seminary graduated its last class in 1994, and the former
Holyrood property outside Liberty, New York, was sold in 2000-
A subsequent move linking Holyrood with' another Christian
seminary iniRichmond, Virginia, did not prove fruitful.

‘The'Synod responded by, repealing thel statute establishing
and governing Holyrood. In its place it enacted:

* A resolution requesting ACC trustees to name a panel con-
sisting of one bishop, one ¢clergymaniand one layperson to over-
see the Holyrood Library, still' located in Richmond;

* A canonical amendment toiestablish a' Department of Theo-
logical Education charged with studying, reporting and recom-
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mending means and methods to provide funds for theological
educa!:ion within the province and the award of scholarships and
other. incentives to promote such education. The department will
consist of two bishops, two clergymen and two laypersons.

The formal closing of Holyrood does not mean the ACC is
out of the theological training business, church leaders were
quick to stress. “If anything we’re back in the business, with
both feet,” said Frank L. Wiswall Jr., speaker of the Assembly
of the Laity.

WITH LITTLE DISCUSSION, the Synod adopted a $174,460
provincial budget for fiscal 2004-2005 which projects a deficit of
$64,460. Income is projected at $70,000 from diocesan tithes and
$40,000 from stock fund distributions. No concrete proposals were
adogted toyvards closing the five-figure shortfall.

% Discussion of proposed changes to the province’s constitu-
lonand canons occupied a considerable portion of Synod's time.
Among the main changes approved was one effecting the
;EI:merge.r qf three western dioceses into one, the Diocese of: the
Uoéy Trinity. The r.ec'ombined diocese encompasses all of the
S . west of the M1551531.pp1, including Alaska and Hawaii, but
xcluding Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas, which are
part of the Diocese of New Orleans.
dig?izlegates also amepded the ACC constitution to allow juris-
Westerll-s (ér congregatlops rece1.ved from any other Eastern or
e n hurf:h to continue using any historic form of service
ol énary_ to it. Three-quarters of diocesan synods and stand-
=2 mmittees must approve the change before a final vote is

"Flr]l on it at the X'VI Provincial Synod in 2005.
additieo r?hange was mgde vyith some interesting possible new
Bish Sft?1 the ACC in mlpd. The Rt. Rev. Mark Haverland,
= Ecé) rr? the South and qhglrman of the provincial Department
- e?lcal‘Affalrs, visited Ukraine in September at the in-
e Ukr(') a bishop affiliated with the Kievan Patriarchate of
T :uglan Orthodpx Church. It appears, he said, that the
5 Wifzhgl j;)me of his clergy and parishes may wish to affili-
5 Continue (;C. TheT propqsed amendment would permit them

P € using their traditional Liturgy of St. Chrysostom.
e A%CI’)osal to 1pclud§ the' 1 662 Book of Common Prayer among
diSCussioi authorized liturgies failed in all three houses. The lengthy,
e o centered on the book'siso-called “Black Rubric,” com-

Yiviewed as endorsing a receptionist view of the Eucharist.

A New Bishop

S
ynod delegates also welcomed a new bishop in the ACC’s

Second 2
Ceylon'PTOVmce, the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and
'I‘he Ven_ John Au

gustine was consecrated as Bishop of Lucknow
W Guiney (t)hef John-Charles on the Feast of the Matyrs
Haverlan ol e A’C ?lob_er 22. Co-consecrators were Bishop
Bishop Augusti C's Bishop of the Midwest, Rommie Starks.
0f St Mary?s gc Psxtme’ who was ordained in 1991, is headmaster
asarchdeacop of?}? 2 L.“Cknow, and, until his consecration, served
congregationg i, = Dlocé?se of Lucknow. He also serves several
Eucknow ig the ¢ the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, of which
bishop s‘apltal' The Indian province had been withouta
ay, nseh{rﬁce the death in February 2001 of the Bishop of
Opolitan fa“ganadhan. Bishop Starks continues as ACt-
Cling the g the ACC’s second province.
Nl histop, ynod banquet address was Dr. Don Gerla(.:h.
wé rs“gtrapher and archivist, professor emeritus of tys-
e 1ty/of Akron, and one of three persons toreceive

15 for distinguished service during the meeting:
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Gerlach spoke about “John Keble (1792-1866): Signs of His
Times and Ours.” Displaying humor as well as erudition, Gerlach
illustrated' how the life and work of Keble, who sparked! the
Oxford Movement with his famous Assize Sermon of 1833; has
a message for Continuing Anglicans as they struggle to main-
tain the faith he revived. “We may console ourselves,” he'con-
cluded, “that we are neither the first to have been called to be
faithful nor shall we be the last.”

Historic...And Now A Cathedral

01d'St. Paul’s Church in'Portland, Maine, a parish established
in 1763, was formally chosen in September as the cathedral of
the Anglican Church in America's Diocese of: the Northeast.

“St. Paul’s historic prominence in Maine’s Anglican' commu-
nity made it a natural choice to serve as the cathedral forthe seven
states that comprise the diocese,” said Bishop George Langberg of
Tuxedo, New York, who leads the Continuing Church diocese.

St. Paul’s rector, the Rev. Lester York, assumed the new du-
ties of dean of the cathedral on October 1. The churchiwill be
formally consecrated as the first cathedral in the diocese in late
January, York said.

St. Paul’s is celebrating its 240thianniversary this year and/is
the oldest continuous parish in Portland, said York.

The parish was established in 1763 on Richmond Island, a
settlement off what is now Cape Elizabeth. The British burned
St. Paul’s first building at India and Fore streets during the Revo-
lutionary War. The second building was lost during the great
fire of 1866:

St. Paul’s current church building was completed three years
later and is now in the midst of renovations.

In the face of liberal revisionism in the U.S. Episcopal Church
(ECUSA), the parish' stood for the historic faith. In 1977, the
Rev. Harold McElwain, who served as rector of St. Paul's for
several decades, flew the Episcopal Church flag upside-down
outside the church to protest the first ordination of a woman in
the Maine Episcopal diocese.

In 1979, when ECUSA adopted a new prayer book many
thought to be sub-standard doctrinally and aesthetically, St. Paul’s
refused to do likewise, and retained the more traditional 1928
Book of Common Prayer.

And when ECUSA ordained its first woman bishop in 1989, Fr.
McElwain not only flew the Episcopal Church flag upside-down
outside, but a Jolly Roger as well. Parishioners also ran an adver-
tisement in the Portland Press-Herald announcing their unilateral

departure from the de-
nomination. The parishul- +
timately joined the Angli-
can Church of America, a
partofithe Traditional/An-
glican Communion, ?he
Jargest global Continuing
Church fellowship

The church finalized
the break in 2000 when
it settled a legal battle
with the Episcopal dio-
cese and gained owner-
ship of the church build-

ing and property. >

ENEWACA CATHEDR.AL
z:‘ st. Paul, Portland; Maine
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New: Interest In ACA

Bishop Langberg said interestinithe ACA has increased amid
the recent controversy over the openly gay Episcopal bishop in
New Hampshire, a phenomenon reportediby other leading Con-
tinuing Anglican bodies as well.

“Qur churches in Maine and New Hampshire have seenisub-
stantial increases since the vote—on the order of 50 percent,”
the bishop said. “Some of these may still'be people who are in
the Episcopal Church who are exploring their options.”

At least one new ACA congregation spurred by Episcopal
refugees also appears to be forming in Concord, New. Hamp-
shire. and the ACA diocese has been approached by disaffected
Episcopal clergy in the region as well.

The elevation to cathedral status will give St. Paul's a more
central role in church affairs, although its worshippers will see
few outward changes.

While he willlcontinue toreside in Tuxedo. Langberg said he
expects to occupy his seat in the cathedral frequently during the
year. Today’s communications technology will close the geo-
graphical gap the rest of the time, York indicated.

Langberg’s diocese has 17 parishes and missions, including
five in Maine.

Source: Portland Press-Herald

Bishop William Swing’s
Most Excellent Adventure
Or, Great Moments In

Ecumenical Understanding, ECUSA-Style
Commentary Report By Lee Penn

ten-day ecumenical pilgrimage to/Can-
Compa ied by (among others) San
‘ illiam Levada, and Met-

x Metropolitan.

took place in April

menical goals. Yet it

appears that he and some within his entourage did not let ecu-
menicall sensitivity stand in the way of their efforts to promote
women’s ordination during visits to the top officials of two ma-
jor Churches which definitively reject the innovation.

In a rather eye-glazing explanation, Swing said he and the
two other San Francisco church leaders set out on their journey
“to...witness to the close bond of friendship that has developed...
between the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican bishops
in San Erancisco; to build on a growing sense of unity’” that had
allowed some shared approaches to social issues and ministries,
and some joint worship services; “to demonstrate an earnest
desire to become more knowledgeable and appreciative of each
other’s traditions; ...to show plainly that some religious com-
munities are reaching out to each other; and to make our prayers
at eachione’s spiritual home as we yearn for the day when we
will share together Holy Communion and all the blessings that
accompany the Holy Spirit in the Body of Christ.”” The trip, in
short, was to/be a laudable witness for Christian ecumenism.

Despite the war in Iraq, the trip occurred as planned last April,
complete with audiences with the Pope and with the Patriarch of
Constantinople for the U.S. prelates and their retinue. The Holy
Father gave a warm and welcoming message to the pilgrims, who
in turn gave him two $50,000 checks for use in ministry to the
poor. Swing wrote that the trip included a “grand reception™ on
the evening after the Papal audience, attended by “Cardinals'and
all sorts of other impressive people, [all] wanting to greet us.
(Obviously Levada has a good name in this town.)”" .

Swing also met with British supporters of the United Reli-
gions Initiative (URI), the syncretistic interfaith movement that
he founded in San Francisco in 1995, and which now has 200
chapters and 15,000 members worldwide.

IN A CHATTY DIARY of the pilgrimage Swing posted for
a while on his diocesan website, his meeting with the Pope and
the Patriarchi got equal time with his head cold, his excursions
through Europe's hotels and restaurants, and his references to
“young gypsy pickpockets,” Oscar Wilde’s arrest in a British
hotelroom fora “homosexual liaison,” and'a Turkish tour guide
who called himself “Attila the honey.”

. chaplain with Odyssey Health Care of Charleston-

ervice marks the first time in' 130! years, since the
Separation of b piscopalians from the Diocese of
0t i Episcopal diocese, that bish-
oined together in an ordination.
est was invited to the Episcopal




CALIFORNIA Episcopal Bishop
William Swing

And Swing’s diary made
clear that, throughout their
Journey, the bishop and other
Episcopalians with him made
repeated attempts to promote
women priests:

* Archbishop Levada led a
Catholic Mass at the tomb of
St. Francis in Assisi, where the
lesson was read by Beth
Hansen, “[maybe] the first
woman priest ever to participate in amass at the Basilica,” Swing
Wrote.

» Wihen the pilgrims met Patriarch Bartholomew, Swing said
that “we covered a wide range of subjects. When we hit on
women’s ordination, he had a deacon bring books on that sub-
Ject toithe three women in our group—Mary, Beth, and Lou. I
mentioned that I have ordained more women than any other
bishop in the history of the Church and would be glad to talk
about my experience. He said, ‘I don’t want to know your ex-
perience.’ That was that.”

: While saying that “respectful education” about other churches
i1sineeded, Swing also offered these profound contributions to
mutual'respect among Christians:

* “Cardinal Kasper said wistfully, ‘Women’s ordination is a
hard issue for us.” My reptile brain wanted to say, ‘Our women
are a problem for you. And you should know that your men are
a problem for us.” Restraint prevailed.”

(But not for long: if Cardinal Kasper had gone onto the
Internet, he could have read this statement from Swing’s “rep-
tile brain’” on the California diocesan website.)

= “The statement that the Pope made on women’s ordination
was just.one degree less than a Papal Bull. Were itaPapal Bull and
thus infallible it would have closed the question of women'’s ordi-
nation for 300 years into the future. At the last second, that Pope
insisted'on a slight bit of restraint. Therefore, it is a minor issue.”

= “Beth Hansen was brave to wear her clerical collar in an
audience with the Pope and an audience with the Ecumenical
Patriarch. The Pope didn’t react. The Patriarch seemed slightly
perturbed.”

(Amother great moment in Episcopalian diplomacy and tact!)

»“Rome and Orthodoxy are very, very, very male. Alsoithey
both'have highidoctrines and devotion about the Blessed Virgin
Mary. I'find'it difficult to utter the word “Theotokos in refer-
ring torMary. Although I honor the devotion that Levada and
Anthony have for Mary, I think that calling Mary the Mother of
Godimoves close tolidolatry. Jesus said, “Whoiis my mother...?
Those who!dolthe will of my Father in heaven are my mother,
brothers.... And'if she is the Mother of God, what relationship
does she have with the one whom Jesus calls Abba, Father?
opular [slamic thinking is that Christians are polytheists: God,
1S3 His Mother. [icanisee where theirimpression comes from.”
12 1S evidently more at ease with Islamic views than
e Christianidogma about one woman—Mary as the
God—nproclaimed at the Council of Ephesus in 431
at the Council of Constantinople in 551.)
said'it is “obvious™ that the Vatican and the Patri-
Structured' so that the ‘house’ wins. I'serve in the
ere the main concerns are socialiministries and get-

the Vatican and Orthodoxy, it is clear that time is on a different
scale. They deal with centuries, mostly past centuries.”

o “There is no way that the Church inEnglandi could have
broken away from Rome without the powerof the King,” Swing
wrote. “The Roman Catholic Church is power bequeathed by
Roman, Emperors, inherited in lands and treasures, and end-
lessly propagating itself. It is.a big Church with big Muscle.
Going through St. Peter’s Basilica and the Vatican Museum gives
that message. Anglicanism could only start with the big Muscle
of a King.”

(So, earthly kings are responsible for the establishment and
maintenance of both Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism?)

SWING SAID THAT the “most scintillating meeting™ he
had at the reception on the evening after the Papal audience
was with Francis Cardinal Arinze. “In the past we haven't al-
ways seer eye-to-eye on interfaith matters. Now he has moved
on from Inter-religious to Divine Worship'so.our paths no longer
cross,” the bishop wrote.

He was referring to the fact that Cardinal Arinze, when he was
the head of the Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue,
clearly rejected the URI. He told Swing in 1996 that the United
Religions Initiative “would give the appearance of syncretism
and...would water down our need!to evangelize. It would force

authentic religions tobe on'equal footing with'spurious religions.™
Sources available upon request

Study: Most Gay Unions Brief

While U.S. gay groups press for the legalization of same-
sex marriage, a recent study found that homosexual partner-
ships last an average of 1.5 years.

The study of young Dutch homosexual men by Dr. Maria
Xiridou of the Amsterdam Municipal HealthiService, published
in May in the journal AZDS, mirrors findings oft past research.

Among heterosexuals, by contrast, 67 percent of first mar-
riages in the U.S. last at least ten years, andresearchers report
that more than three-quarters of marsied people say they have
been faithful to their vows.

Same-sex “marriage’” has gained new attentionisince the June
Supreme Court decision striking down state laws against ho-
mosexualibehayior. Thoughihomosexual marriage has not been
legalized in'any U.S. state, Vermont recognizes same-Sex civil
unions, and Massachusetts” highest court was to rule at any time
on whether to recognize homosexual “marriages.”

Yet there seems tolbe disagreement among gays themselves about
whether same-sex marriages should carry the same expectation of
fidelity as heterosexual ones. (Likewise, notall gay activists inithe
Episcopal Church agree that church-sanctioned homosexual unions
should'be monogamous, even'though proposals for blessing gay
partners use terms like “‘committed™ and “faithful.™)

The Dutch study, which focused on transmission of HLV,
found!that meninlhomosexual relationships have aniaverage of
eight partners a year outside those relationships.

Earlier studies also indicated' that homosexuall men are not
monogamous, even when they are involved in long-term rela-
tionships.

In The Male Couple, published in 1984, authors David P
McWhirter and Andrew M. Mattison reportithat inia'study of 156
males in homosexual relationships lasting anywhere from ene ta
37 years, all couples with relationships more than five years had
incorporated some provision for outside sexual activity.

“Fidelity is not definediin terms of sexual behavior but rathen
by their emotional commitmentto cachother.™ the authors said:
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con-
*THERE WAS “EXTREMELY FRU;;I:#é laggt 2
structive dialogue? iniearty September W ¢ the Church of
K.J. Samuel, Moderator (Archbishop) O e
South India, visited withiBishop -Chuca%r‘t)hg’conserva-
of the Anglican Mission in America (AMI o
tive U.S. effort overseen by two foreic?n exglon'ng mi
ops. “The Archbishop is very intereste ;{1 : partnership”
crete ways that he can work...in anac le. IP e
with the AMIA, the U.S. mission reported. Like = U 5
Church of South India has someé qhurches in ﬁ a.n ’
overlapping the tem'tor}lll cIJf the figtli%%opal Chureh,
itutes a “parallel” juris :
thL’,*SACl(i?g'tlimocTOgER CONFERENCE FOR HOMO-
SEXUAL CHRISTIANS was barred from holding a ser-
vice in England’s Manchester Cathedral. In Sgptember,
the cathedral chapter reversed its earlier decision to gl-
low the service organized by the Lesbian and’('Egy Chris-
tianMovement (LGCM), ‘in the light of sensitivities and
timing inirelationito the current debates in the Church of
England and the Anglican/Communion.” ThelLGCM/im-
mediately accused the authorities of breach of contract.
The service was to be part of LGCM’s “Halfway to
Lambeth” conference, for whichispeakers included the
twomain representatives of the liberal gay agenda within
Anglicanism, then-New Hampshire Bishop-elect Gene
Robinson (whoispoke via satellite hook-up); and New
Westminster Bishop Michael Ingham: The service evi-
dently went ahead at another venue. - Tpe Independent]
Church Times :

“THE NEW ARCHBISHOP. OF THE PROVINCE OF
WEST: AFRICA s the Rt. Rev. Justice Ofei Akrofi.
Elected in September, Bishop Akrofi succeeds the Most
Rev. Robert G. A. Okine. Bishop Akrofiwas born in 1942

Connecticut States

sity of Ghana and Cape Coast University b

: oS S apet0as efore serv-

Ing as Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedr i
e o Y Cathedraliand then as Bishop

96. His wife, Maria, is a meg
children, - Ang * dic, andithe
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FIF-UK CHAIRMAN JOHN
BROADHURST (center),
England’s Bishop' of Fulham,
with other: participants in the
October 18 Eucharist held dur-
ing Forward in Faith’s 10th na-
tional assembly in London. At
lower right is the Rev. Julian
Sampson; at lower: left, is the
Rev. Roland O’Garno; behind
him, from left, is Fort Worth
Bishop Jack lker; the Bishop
of Richborough, Keith New-
ton; the Bishop of Beverley,
Martyn Jarrett (behind cro-
zier); the Bishop of Whitby, |
Robert Ladds; and the retired
Bishop of Ebbsfleet, John
Richards. Just a few weeks
later, Richards, greatly be-
loved by FIF-UK members,
passed away. CHALLENGE photo

GAY UNIONS Continued

“Ninety-five percent of the couples h
whereby the partners may have sexual

Such findings show how recognition o
“erode thq ideal” of traditional marriage, said Pete LaBarbara,
senior policy analyst at Concerned Women for America’s Cyl-
ture'and Family Institute.

“They’re redefining what it means to be monogamous,”
LaBarbara said. The Amsterdam study is “‘proof positive that these
relationships...will never be as stable as a normal heterosexual
relationship, regardless of what institutions or laws are changed,”
he said.

BUT PRO-GAY GROUPS say recent data indicate that ho-
mosexual relationships look increasingly like heterosexual mar-
riage as they become more aceepted in society.

About 40 percent of homosexual couples had'been togetherin
a household for at least five years, compared to roughly 60/ per-
cent of married heterosexual couples who had been together at
least that long, according tosan analysis of Census Bureau data
produced for the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Foundation.

The HRC analysis found that relationships were shortest for
unmarried, cohabiting heterosexual partners, only 18 percent
of whom had been together in the household for at least five
years.

“Anecdotally, there’s quite a bit of evidence that as gays and
lesbians are becoming more accepted, you're finding greater
levels of stability,” said Gary Gates, a researcher for the Urban
Institute who compiled the data for HRC, which suppots same:
SeX “marriage.” il

Gates said 25 percent of male homosexuallcouples had Chl d
dren in the household and 38 percent of lesbian couples ‘2) :
children inithe household, comparediwith 48 percent off hetelrJZl
Sexual married couples. And 66 percent of the male hOfT}C’Sexm A
couples and 68 percent of lesbian couples owned their ho HP:
°°!3P§red with 81 percent of heterosexual married couples:
sdid these are signg of increasin stability.

- David Smith, %pokesman for ].%RC, dismissed'the Amstlefgg’;f
study, saying he personally has been in a monogamous arem_
ship for ten years and, “most gay people I know have been mous-"
tionships many, many years and they’re absolutely monogam het-

A study of gay civil unions as compared with mqﬂ\}srmont
crosexual couples, conducted by two University & hat the
Psychology professors, found (among other things) ! :ru-rie
OVerwhelming majority of women—both lesbians andm

Ve an arrangemen
dctivity with others »
' same-sex unions would
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heterosexuals"fel,t it was not acceptable to have sex outside
heir primary relationship. '

However, 79 percent of married men felt sex outside mar-
fiage was not okay, compared to 34 percent of homosexual men
in committed relationships and 50 percent of homosexual men
incivillunions.

A number of states have already acted to bar recognition of
pay marriage, and an effort is underway to gain constitutional
protection for traditional marriage.

*REPORTS INDICATE THAT CANADIAN HOMO-
SEXUALS are responding rather ambivalently to new marriage
rights. The highest Ontario court extended such rights to/same-
sex.couples in June, and nationwide legislation on the issue is
pending. But Canadian gay couples have not rushed to marry in
great numbers in the weeks since June 10, when they became
eligible. Though 6,685 same-sex Toronto couples registered as
pe.m.)aner‘)t partners in' the 2001 census, just 590 of couples re-
cewving licenses' in Toronto’s city hall in the two months fol-

lowi ~ o
s(;?lng the Ontario court decision were homosexual partners.
iCesiThe\Washington! Times, The New. York Times

Pedophilia Taboo Debated

Ata spri ;
alric z:prmg Symposium sponsored by the American Psychi-

Sociati i :
P (AIRAY) participants discussed the removal of

Pedophilia firg :
man u R e
0 Mentalldisorders. Pcoming edition of the psychiatric manual

ileran :
Procesgeg APA spokesman said that there are no “plans or

the ApA> S(S)t;t]ug '0 change the view toward pedophilia among
POSium 5 anofh 5’900 physician members, some see the sym-
*XUallon e ber S1gnof a movement toward decriminalizing
‘ DS ctween adults and children.

S0 in a)xqc}l:mm_sm attending an annual APA convention
ﬁ.@_?ledjcatego .14ncisco proposed removing several long-rec-
l’bl.tion"‘ : e:'i‘:l?pf mentalillness—including pedophilia, ex=
i usm\ IO the llim tranS.Vestism, voyeurism and sadomas-
Otders (pg lagnostic and Statistical Manual of Men-
4 - Most of the mental illnesses cited are

5 al'in a paper, psychiatrist Charles Moser
SC,O‘ s Instit paper, psychiatns

CO-au ute for the Advanced Study of Human
thor Peggy Kleinplatz of the University of

Continued. at top of next page

child Soldiers,” he added,
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“THE EPISCOPAL DI0
FORNIA has b sid b e aes i CRNCALL

. Y tWo men who s. i
j:rsne c%vered up their alleged molestation t;?’ ;hgﬁilsT
S ::SO?:rgg Ionf1 Yut;; C|ity and Robert Gibbons of Duluth:
’ In‘thellawsuit that they wer ,
by the late Rev. Donald J. We g
; . West'w
aged altar boys at St. Jo il e

ged hn’s Church in Marysville. W
dged In 1996, a few months after the diocreyse rer}move:é
him from the priesthood. Sharpe alleges that his parents

brought the abuse to the attention of then-Bishop Jo
Thompson in' 1978, but that he did nothing, m&esiﬁ
officials maintain that the present bishop, Jerry A. Lamb,
enacted a zero-tolerance policy toward sexual abuse i
1995. “This would not happen today,” said Lamb's assis-
tant, Barry Beiser. - The Associated Press

*RICHARD WAYNE DIRKSEN, a composer of litur-
gical music who was canon emeritus of Washingten
National Cathedral and its former organist and choir-
master, died in July atthe ageiof 82. Dirksen wrotenearly
300 works for choir, instruments and theater, and his
liturgical works were widely performed: He was theior:
ganist on recordings of the National Symphony Orches-
tra, the Kennedy Center premiere of Leonard Bemstein's
Mass and other performances. He: produced l‘it.urgxcal
records at the cathedraliandielsewhere. Among hisicom-
positions were Chanticleer, Welcome All Wongers, Vine-
yard Haven, A Child My Choice and other music ptten
sung at Christmas and Easter. His annqtatec_j"catalogue
of music was published by Oxford University Press. =

i Past , A
Thi(‘/)vilshg%t%'nOBER 25, ARCHBIS‘HOP GILBEBT fG
MCDOWELL of Palm Harbor, Florida, the leader of &
small Continuing Anglican group, Was found dead of
natural causes in his room at a guest house i Rom;}
> [ ttended festivities linked

where he'was said‘ to have & o Paul Il The 66

ith the Silver Jubilee ofiBopaiililited from heart
o known to/have suffered from heart
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) diabetes, and Parkinsons: ang ibTes
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ot independenty b
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thg field of religious proadcasting. MEDOYEC,
an Anglicanin 1998, when he was of
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Ottawa contended at the convention that people whose sexual
interests are atypical, culturally forbidden or religiously pro-
scribed should not necessarily be labeled mentally ill.
Different societies stigmatize different sexual behaviors, and
since the existing researchi could not distinguish people with
paraphilias from so-called “normophilics,” there i$ N0 reason
to diagnose paraphilics as either a distinct group or psychologi-
cally unhealthy, Moser and Kleinplatz contended.

“The situation of the paraphilias at present parallels that of
homosexuality in the early 1970s. Without the support or po-
litical astuteness of those who fought for the removal of homo-
sexuality (as a disorder), the paraphilias continueito be listed in
the DSM,” Moser and Kieinplatz wrote.

A. Dean Byrd, vice president of the National Association for
Research and Therapy of Homosexuality (NARTH) and a clini-
cal professor of medicine at the University of Utah, condemned
the debate.

“What we know. is that the paraphilias really impair inter-
personal sexual behavior,” Byrd said. Taking them' out of the
DSM without research would have negative consequences, he
added. And once that happens, “there’s/no reason' to continue
studying them.”

“Normalizing” pedophiliawould have enormous implications,
especially since civil laws closely follow the scientific commu-
nity on social-moral matters, saidNARTH publications direc-
tor Linda Ames Nicolosi.

“Jfi pedophilia is deemed normal by psychiatrists, then how.
can it remain illegal?” Nicolosilasked. "It will be'a tough fight
to prove inithe courts that it should still be against the law.”

In previous articles. psychiatrists have argued that there is little
or no proof that sex with adults is necessarily harmful to minors.
They haye even claimed' that many sexually molested children

ing Bishop Richard Melli. He became a bishop in that
jurisdiction in 2000 :and became its Presiding Bishop upon
the resignation of Melli. He merged the TEC with other
smalligroups in'2002 to form the United Anglican Church,
ofiwhich he became Archbishop.

OF GENERAL INTEREST:

: IN'PAUL Il'beatified Mother Teresa before

of 300,000 October 19, calling her an icon of

ner onithe fast track to sainthood. The

r's Square was a multi-colored,

e that reflected Mother Teresa's glo-
ington Times/Reuters

ew.cardinals in Septem-

ber in the College of Cardinals

later look back on their experience as positive, Nicolosi said.
“And other. psychiatrists have written, again in scientific jour-
nals, that if children can be forced to go to church, why should
‘consent’ be the defining moral issue when it comes to sex?”’
In arecent release, the APA made clear that pedophilia “con-
tinues to be classified as a mental disorder.”
“An adult who engages inisexual activity with a child is per-
forming a criminal and immoral act and this is never consid-

ered normal or socially acceptable behavior,” said the release.
Source: CNSNews.com

Partial Birth Abortion
Ban Signed By Bush

After two previous vetoes by former President Bill Clinton,
a bill banning the gruesome procedure widely known as partial
birth abortion was passed overwhelmingly by a bipartisan ma-
jority of Congress in October, and was signed into law by Presi-
dent Bush on November 5.

But legal challenges were assured, and indeed, within in hour
of the bill’s signing, a federal judge in Nebraska issued a region-
ally-limited temporary restraining order against the new law. The
Judge questioned the law’s constitutionality and expressed con-
cern that the ban contains no exception for the mother’s health.

Pro-abortion groups believe the law will not survive because
the U.S. Supreme Court has already struck down a Nebraska
ban on partial birth abortion as vague and a threat to women’s
health. The new federal legislation includes an exception only
to save the /ife of the mother:

But White House spokesman Scott McClellan said, “Congress
worked!to address those issues. We believe it is constitutional.”
This was echoed by a spokesman for the American Centern for

election' was completed by WCC'’s Central Committee.
Its 184 voting members considered two candidates pre-
sented by a search committee: Kobia and Canoen Trond
Bakkevig of the (Lutheran) Churchiof Norway. - Ecumeni-
cal News International

“A'MAJOR REPORT intended to resolve differences
over issues such as worship, theology and'decision-mak-
ing procedures among Orthodox and Protestant members
of the World Councill of Churches was producing “good
results,” though details remained to be worked out, a key.
Orthodox church leader said. Metropolitan Gennadios of
Sassima of the|Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
said most Orthodox leaders withi whom he had spoken
were “pretty satisfied in principle? withithe implementation
of the Report of the Special Commission on Orthodox
Participationlinithe WEE. The commission was set up: to.
address the serious concerns of the Orthodox and help
ensure their continued participation in the historically-lib=
eralfleaning ecumenicalbody. - Ecumenical News International

*CHURCH! GROUPS have expressed disappointment
over an Indian Supreme Court decision: that effectively
its governmental authorities to prevent people from
: gfaiths. The courton September 1 ruledithat there
was “no fundamental right to convert” someone from one
religion to another, and that the government could impose
restri

/ with the conviction of 13 people for

tist missionary Graham Stuart
ons four years ago: in the eastern
a. - Ecumenical News International,
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Law and Justice, which will help preserve the ban in court.

And Bush vowed to vigorously defend the first federal law to
ban aniabortion procedure since the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision.
The president said it was “very important legislation that will
end'an abhorrent practice and continue to build a culture of life
iniAmerica.”

A CNN-Gallup poll found that seven in ten Americans support
the ban on partial birth abortion, a barbaric means of murdering
the child which Congress found is widely regarded within the
medical profession as not only unnecessary, but harmful to the
mother as well, and a violation of medical ethics.

Upon the Senate’s passage of the bill October 21, Kansas
Republican, Sen. Sam Brownback, said “This will go down in
history as a turning-point day, where we start to recognize that

the child in the womb is a child.”
Source: The Washington Times

—L ate News—
AMIA Decides Ordination Question

The leaders of the Anglican Mission in America (AMiA), the
conservative U.S. effort overseen by two foreign Anglican pri-
mates, have announced that AMiA will ordain “qualified and
called women as deacons, but not as priests or bishops.”

The decision came after “extensive...study and reflection”
spearheaded by a special commission chaired by AMiA’s Bishop
John'Rodgers, the former president of Trinity Episcopal School
for Ministry; and consultation with Rwandan Archbishop
Emmanuel Kolini (who ordains women) and South East Asian
Archbishop Yong Ping Chung (who does not).

Women clergy or aspirants who affiliate with AMiA from this
pointon will be asked to serve as deacons, and “women dea-

- "THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH has demol-
lghed aMoscow chapel where a priest conducted a “mar-
r:yag'e"’ ceremony for twomen. The Chapel of the Viadimir
Icon of thelMother of God was torn down, apparently after
lroc'al‘ churchmen decided it had been defiled (though one
Iepertsaidit was due to be razed soon anyway). The “mar-
“rla‘ge" of two men scandalized the Orthodox Church and
created outrage among|ordinary Russians. The priest, the
V.Iadlmlr Enert, was defrocked after the men said they
na 3’5’450 bribe to ignore the ban against same-sex
ges 3 lhe Daily Telegraph/The Washington Times
NSERVATIVES WITHIN AUSTRALIA’S UNITING
H,have organized a new group aimed at restor-
Rrotestant body’s “biblical principles,” after the
nureh officially backed the ordination of persons
Same-sex relationships. The Reforming Al-
hed after a three-day summit in Sydney. of
= and leaders of Aboriginal and migrant and
hies, claims tolrepresent up to 80 percent of
tionistarts now,” said Mary Hawkes, chair-
teforming Alliance. The new group means
lia's third-largest churchiis avoidedifor
> option discussed was for churches to
' form a new network. - The Age
OOKLET showing primary. school chil:
e themselves sexually was published
charity funded by, the government of
Ster Tony Blair, The controversial gulqe
f &l girl apparently masturbating in
s “totally normal’” to be attracted o

cons will only be appointed to ministry where they are openly
received,” said an AMiA release.

It appeared that the new policy would both help and hurt
AMIiA’s chances of closer ties with other biblically-orthodox
Anglican “camps.” The policy aligns withi that held by many
Anglo-Catholic bishops in the EpiscopaliChurch (ECUSA); but
not as much with that of ECUSA Evangelicals, many of whom
firmly support women priests, and far less so with Continuing
Anglicans. The latter maintain the historic catholic position on
the matter, which holds that, since priests and deacons camy
out functions delegated from the apostolic role, all three roles
are part of one Holy Order and must all be filled by males.

Bush Vows To Defend Marriage
After Massachusetts Court Ruling

In the wake of the November 18 Massachusetts high'court
ruling that the state cannot ban same-sex civil marriages, Presi-
dent Bush said'he would *“‘work with congressional leaders and
others to do what is legally necessary: to defend the sanctity of:
marriage,” which he termed “a sacred institution between a man
and a woman.”

In its 4-3 decision for gay marriage. the Massachusetts™ Su-
preme Judical Court gave the state legislature 180.daysto/change
state law.

Barring a state constitutional amendment to reverse the rul-
ing, Massachusetts would become the first state to/recognize
homosexual civil marriage. Vermont recognizes same-sex civil
unions, but not same-sex marriages. Similar court cases are de-
veloping inother states, but the Massachusetts case is the first

to reach such a dramatic decision. ll
Source: United Press Interational, The Washington Times

people of the same sex. There are also diagrams show=
ing where the clitoris is in the Family Planning Associa-
tion leaflet, entitled 4You. Teachers, family values cam-
paigners and educators said the guide was inappropfi-
ate, even “‘pornographic,” and “disturbing" for its target
age groupof children aged 9ito 11. However, its author,
Liz Swinden, a former teacher and a' writer onisex eduz
cation, said children “need to know: about their bodies
and' how: they will develop.” - The Daily Telegraph 7

*BILL MCCARTNEY, FOUNDER OF THE PROMISE
KEEPERS Christian men’s movement, resignedias presi-
dent ofithe 13-year- ald internationaliministry oniGctoben
1. He wanted toicare for his wife, whois battling aisevere
respiratory iliness, and spend more time with his family -
Promise Keepers

*GIFTS THAT BEAR A RELIGIOUS MESSAGE may
not be given by kingergartners and first-graders to their
classmates, a/federallappeals court'nuled in September.
The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled inifaver of &
New Jersey elementary school in forbidding @ bo i
giving out pencils with the message “Jesus loves
children?® with.a heart'symbol substitute for the wo
The Virginia-based Rutherford [nstitute, whe

*THE U.S. CONGRE:!
POWER to do something tF



says is urgently needed, andithat is toibar federal c(;)u'r(tﬁ
from deciding whether aniacknowledgement of God Vi
lates the First Amendment. The recent confrontation over
the Ten Commandments monument in Montgomery, fAla;
bama “is not just about an inscribed rock and'a della?
judge. It is the tip of the iceberg in the ongoing batts g
obliterate every acknowledgment of God except behin :
the closed doors of churches,” Eagle Forum Presiden
Phyllis Schlafly warned! recently. “Anti-religious groups
have instigated scores of lawsuits all over the country
demanding| that judges banish hundreds of Ten Co_m-
mandments pictures and monuments fromi public build-
ings and parks...censor out ‘under God’ frorrt the'Pledge
of Allegiance...and ban our national motto ‘In God' We
Trust’ and its inclusionliniour National Anthem.” Schlafly
says the American people shouldinow/demand that menm-
bers of Congress “slap down the Imperial' Judiciary.” She
asserts thatArticle il ofithe ULS. Constitution makes clear
that Congress defines the powers of all federal courts
except the Supreme Court, and can alsoi take away! the
Supreme Court's power tohear and decide certainitypes
oficases. She thus believes that Congress has the power
topass a law withdrawing jurisdiction' from all federal
courtsioverwhetheraniacknowledgment ofiGod violates
the First Amendment.

“THE U.S. SUPREME COURT on June 27 dismissed
an appeall from pro-life’ protesters facing a multi-million-
dollar judgement for targeting abortion clinic doctors with
Old West-style “wanted” posters. Abortion providers had
sued, claiming that they feared for. their lives after being
listed on the round of posters and having their personal
information put on the Internet. Three doctors who had

4

een featured on the posters were killeq. Th ;
(b30alition of Life/ Activists and others were aCCEsA;, ’Sencan
al racketeering/law and the 1994 Freedom of = élnder
Clinic Entrances Act, which makes it illegal to incitess-to
lence and threaten abortion doctors. - 7he Washington Pwo.

*THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE UNITED CHURocSt
OF CHRIST inithe U.S, which already has g liberal poji H
on homosexuality, gave its'support to transgendereq :
sons iniJuly; calling for aniend to violence anq affirminr.
their'role in church and'society. - United Church of Christ

*CALIFORNIA'S INEW “ALL BUT MARRIAGE? LAw
for'same-sexcouplesiis justas.comprehensive as Vermonts
civil union law, but more significant, argues one columnist
because ofi the sheer number of homosexua| partners jn
California. Whereas Vermont has 776 “unionized couples”
there are 22,000 California couples who've already signey
on to an earlier, spottier version of its registry, with more
tolcome oncelthellegal upgrade takes effect,” wrote E. .
Graff ini The Boston Globe. “Oni January 1, 2005, when
Betty' andi Wilma sign on California’s dotted line. they’ll
have almost all the rights, benefits, and obligations that
the stateimposes on spouses. No justice of the peaceiwill
pronounce  them wife and wife, but they’lll get just about
everythinglelse California can offer. From shared debts to
burial rights, from child custody to' community property,
registered same-sex partners will be next of kin, so long
as they don't leave California.”

*IN'/ARELATED STORY, the California Supreme Court
recently upheld' the validity, of thousands of past adop-
tions\by homoesexual couples, rulingithat aniadoption pro-
cedure ofteniused by them is legal. The justices said that

Continued.on Back Cover
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Books Available From IAF

Ritual Notes - $U.S. $37.50, Non-U.S, $47.50 USD:;
The Practice Of Religion - U.S. $20, Non-U.S, $25USD:;
Ways and Teachings of the Church- US, $12.50), Non:
U.S. $17.50/USD

All prices include Shipping and. handling within the

International Anglican Fellowship
51 River Front Drive, Unit 2
L Manchester, NH 03102
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St. Elias School of Orthodox Theology
139\ North 3rdiStreet, Suites 7/12, Seward, NE 68434

www.orthodoxtheology.org

Anlaccredited not-for-profit educa-

; s : ; - by mail or:
tional'institute offering residentialand Contact us by

externalireligious graduate and post= Phone/FAX:
graduate programs. Open'to.anyone; (402)1643-9365
E-mail:
Under orthodox-catholic Info@orthodoxtheology.01g
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WANT TO SEB YOUR PARISH LISTED IN OUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY?

Your orthodox Anglican parish becomes eligible for a EREE listing 1.n ;’f";
Church Directory (subject to TCCls advertising policy) with the p umhﬂ;;m}v
bundle subscription of 15 or more copies of each issue of THE CHRS[ e
CHALLENGE for o year, The annual cost ofi$250 forthe mir.u{num 1_. golnp
I8 5100 savings over the cost of the same number of individual subsc
005, dnd your parish’s listing appears in cach issue for a year.

Dircet payment and|parish information to: TGC, 1215 Independence Ave: .
Washington, NG 20003,

Visa and MC orders can be
placed by fax to/202/543-8704,
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RKANSAS

f
ine Bluf
TP:inity Eplscopal C

U/SA)SES C 8a (Rite I) and
(EC; ard Ave:; Sul l’é [ and I1), SS 9:30a;

hurch

N ing Rit
Zg;}o:x (nllecmfnlrl:(?%-le:llling rite; Holy Days as
ues | H i1: Rev. Dr. Walter Van Zandt

ced;

:{’I{In(zlusr:r: 870/534-3832
CALIFORNIA
Alpine (San Diego Easr)'
Church Of Christ The King

F/F#ﬁfy%qsél)lc I services: Sun HC 8 &
]469w ld HC noon; Fri HC 9:30a; Thurs HC
1083 6928 BCP; The Rey. Keith J. Acker,
6:30p! ’Frank Pannitli, Associate;

fiax 619/445-7409;

Rector, The 135"
§10/445-3419.  ChristTheKingAlpine.org

xtk@cox:net, WWW,

Carlsbad
St. Michael’s-by-the-sea

iscopal Church) k
g%l(_‘ar{sbnd Blvd:; Sun 7:15a MP, 7:45a, 9,
10:30a HC. 5:15p EP; Mon 8:30a MP, 5:15p
£p: Tues 8300 MP, 8:45a HC. 5:15p EP; Wed
§i45aMP)7a HC, 5:15p EP; Thurs 8:30a MP,
345 HC, 5:15p/EP; Fri 8:302 MP. 5:15p EP;
S318:30aMP, 5:15p EP, 5:30p HC. The Rev.
W, NeallMoquin/SSC, rector; 760/729-8901,
fax 760/720-0737

Los/Angeles (Loz Feliz area)
St. Mary of the Angels
Anglican/ Church

(Anglican\Church in America)
4510/Finley Ave.; Sun Low Mass 8a, Mattins
9:30a, Solemn High Mass 10a, Low Mass
12:30p, Evensong 4p; Mon Mattins 111:45a,
Low Mass noon; Mattins 10a Tues-Sat (with
Low/Mass on'Sat); Vespers 7p Tues, Wed, Fri,
Sati(with Low Mass on Wed, Fri); The Rey.
Gregory Wilcox, 323/660-2700, 660-2708
Orange County

Churchiof St.: Mary Magdalene
(Anglican Catholic Church)

f;.OS S.GlasselliSt., Orange; Sun 7:30a HC,
&3'23 MP 9laim. Sung Mass; Wed 9:30a Mass
. caling Seryice; Thurs 7p Mass; Prayer
Iook Holy Days as announced: The Rev.

ames Wilcox, Rector: the Rev. C. R.

Henstock, assisting: 7.14/53222420

San Diego

Holy Trinity Episcopal Parish
gﬁgUSA/FIF—NA)
= ?\Amset Cliffs Blvd.; Sun|Said Mass 8a,
e 5_:_;35 ‘lO:IIOu; Wed Mass 9:30a: Thurs
LTheR Pi Fril Mass 7a; Alll Masses ‘79 Rite
oVe Lawrence/D! Bausch, Rector, The

Rev.
R:: Sil:[?);‘ S ﬁoone Sadler Jr., Asst.; The
I 610735 o ulak Jr, Asst 619/222-0365,

e-mai 1
“:l‘liilze I\;]ec@sbcglobal.ne!:
+10mepage. mac.com/cassius/

COLORAD
‘sCthft);ado. Springs

i Dasius Anglican Church
an Church i America)

Vinut St Sun HC9a; Fr. Arthur

o illiamg, priesr—in-churge; 719/473-

'SIChurch
M‘Catholic Church)
2 AniSolemn High Mass 9:30a,

04,12 noon, 6 ;
s 5 6p3 Mon-Fri:
Sat .Ma>s9:30n'. 303/758-'?2 lh(l,ass

CHURCH DIRECTORY

FLORIDA

Jacksonville/Orange Park
Church of St. Michael & All Angels

(Anglican Church in America)
Lakeshore Dr_. W.. Orange Park: Less than 10
min. off 1-295; Sun HC 10a; Holy Dﬁys as

ced: The Rev. =
3;?:?85? The Rev. Laurence K. Wells; 904/

Lantana/West Palm Beach area
The Church of the Guardian Angels
(ECUSA/FIF-NA)

1325 Cardinal Lane (north of Hypol

between US| and 195); Sun, Lozvp;‘sl‘:i::ﬁ;gg
(Advcm-Easter_), 9a Solemn Mass: Sat Wénl
Mass at 6p; Daily Mass 7a; The Rev. Fr. David
G. Kennedy, SSC, Rector; 561/582-0137-
www.HolyGuardianAngels.org ;i

Pompano Beach/Lighthouse Point
St. John the Theologian

(Anglican Catholic Church)

4213 N. Federal Hwy. (U.S. 1—1/2 mile N,

(l)i Sample_r}h{d.i){: HC Sun 8a, 10a, Wed & Fri
2 noon; The Rev. Voris G. Brookshire: 954/

781-8370 ;

GEORGIA

Atlanta
The Church of Our Saviour

(ECUSA/FIE-NA)

1068 N. Highland Ave.; Sun/Mass 7:45a, 9a,
11a, 6:30p. Christian Ed. 10a (1st Sun: 7:45a,
10a; 6:30p Christian Ed. 9a); Evensong/
Benediction and parish supper 2nd Sun at
6:30p Oct-Jun; Daily Masses: Mon 7a & 6:30p
(contemplative); Tues 12:10p; Wed!7a; Thurs
12:10p & 6:30pi(healing); Fri 7a: Sat 10a;
Holy Hour st Fri 7p; Confessions Sat 4p; The
Rev. Canon Warren Tanghe, rector; 404/872-
4169, fax 404/872-4162

MAINE

Ellsworth
St. Thomas Anglican Church

(Anglican) Church in America)
Hancock Street (Methodist Church Bldg:); 9a
HC |'st & 3rd Sundays, MP2nd/& 4th
Sundays, Litany & Ante-Communion Sth
Sunday; The Rey. Mr. Frank Gray, Deacon,
207/244-7497; the Rev. Granville V. f
Henthorne. STM, Priest, 207/326-4120; fax

207/326-8598

Portland
Anglican Cathedral of St. Paul

(Anglican Church inAmerica)l
279/Congress St.; Anglican Missal/& 1928
BCP; SuniLow Mass 7z, Sun/High/Mass 10a;
Wed Mass (1928) 5:30p; Thurs Mass (1928)/9a;
Holy Days as scheduled; The Very Rev, Lesten
E. York, Dean; The Rt. Rev. George DQA -
Langberg, Bishop Ordinarys 207/8.:!8--01 2 ffxx
207/541-3736; e-mail: fryork @maine.mm.corms
www.acway.com/stpauls/

MARYLAND

Bladensburg
St. Luke’s Parish

Episcopal Ghurch/FIE-NA)
ﬁ\nﬁapoiig Rd. (Rte. 450)/at'53rd Slreex;ASund-ny
Sa/lLow. Mass, 10a High/Mass, SS 9:30a; Tu::j
HE 104, followed by Breakfast and B:ble Stu. y.ll
Wed HC noon; Thurs HC 6:30p; Fri HC 1008
services 1979/BGP/Rite [; The Rev. Michael
Heidt: church phone/fax: 301/927-6466

Crownsyille/Annapolis

St. Paul’s Chapel . o
‘Anglican Independent Communie
genegrais Highwayp(Rle 178) at mergnllc
Rd: Sun 8a HC, 9:1523 MP (4th:Sun H&)‘T o
SS, lla HC; Bible Study Tue 10:30:1‘ ey
7:30p; alliservices 1928 BCP; Rt. Rev: e
Samuel Loiselle; Sr., Rectors Rev. E;;» Rec(u‘r
Rector’s Assoe; Chapel 410/923-0293,

410/266-6373

OCTOBER-

MICHIGAN
Detroit

St. John’s
(ECUSA/American
1928 BCP)

SOE. Fisher Freeway (
Fis y (next to Comerica Park):
(s;;;a 7:30a MP,8a HC, 9:05a Christian Education
a ages), 10a HC (2nd and 4th MP & HC)
eckdays: HC Tues & Wed 12:15p, Thure.

11:15a; EP Mon-Fri Sp:
; I 3p: Fr. Steven J.
gtleilor. Fr. Michacl Bedford, SSC, —\sl;ellll?lgsgc
19627358, wwwistiohnsdetroitorg

MINNESOTA

St. I,ouis Park (Minneapolis)
Anglican Church of St. Dunston

(Anglican' Church in America )

4241 Brookside Ave: Sun HC 8a: HC + MP
10a/(SS 9a, Nursery Care 10a): Call for
S,ummer schedule: All services 1928/ BGP: The
Very Rev. William Sisterman; 612/920-9122,

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Ambherst
St. Luke Anglican Church

(Anglican Church in America)

3 Limbo Lane, next to junction of Routes [0]
and 122, acrsoss from Police Complex; Sun 10a;
The Rev. Dean Steward; 603/673- 1445

OKLAHOMA

Tulsa
St. Augustine of
Canterbury Anglican Church

(AnIndependent Anglican Church)
Freeman Harris/Chapel, 3333 East 4llst Street,
Sun'MP'9:30a, HC 10a; Alll Services) [928 BCP;
Other activities and Holy Days as announced;
The Rt. Rev. Lee Poteet, Ret., Priest-in-Charge:
Celllphone, 918/225-92111; The Rev. Glen
Lightfoot, Assistant Priest: 918/743-4536;
Wilbur R. Maxeiner, St. Warden; 918/743-47813
Churchiphone and fax, 918/743-4871; e-mail
maxeiner @webzone.net; Web) Page at: http:/
home.webzone.net/-sej/staug/staug html

PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia
Church of'St. Jamesithe Less

ndependent/EIE-NA)
1(31227 \{r)i Clearfield!St:; Sun|Low Mass 8a;
Sung Mass 10a; (Summer Low Mass with ;
Hymns 9a); Weekdays Masses: Tues & Thurs
6p; Wed 10a; Fri9a; Sat/9:30a; American
Missal/1928 BGP; The Rev: David/Qusley:

215/229-5767

Rosemont
The Churchiof the (Good'Shepherd

iscopal. Church/BIE-NA). :

{Eggste[: and Munugscﬂl.\v;r}\uiiss;s sl‘\?:l ;gr(;u
Low Mass; [0a HIgubiss, S5

g?fégaSu?lday School 10:50a, Adult Fgrpm
ni)on;Weckday Holy Eugharist: M_on: (il
12:05p; Wed 783 Sat'9a3 [)mly Ottécga :
M(.)ming Prayer, Mon-Fri 9;\: Sm"ﬁl ;:;d
Evening Prayet Mon-FriiSpi Rmm:d- ;
Choral Evensong Sup dp as AnIOUNCES i
Rey. Dt Dayid L. Moyer: SSE, rectar,
525.7070; fax 5257514

SOUTHICAROLINA

Florence :
Anglican Churchiof Oux,' Saviour
i ic.Church) . '
( Allgglgot‘l!"ﬁcf ‘fé’v"fclém Church) Pnrupl_ml)E H\; v
Parkwood e} HC and & dta MP IS BRI
fl( Clgfv Franklin/Martin, spriasl-m-chmgm
5067616, 84316696012

Greenville
Holy Trinity AnglIcan Ch.lfl‘l}:h
(e Churdh MR
g u:m;;??l‘h: Rev. Jack W. Cole. 1.‘<ec4tm;
%gnég“g Lawrence Holcombe, Curates

§64/232:2882

Anglican Council/

NOVEMBER, 2003

rem—

VIRGINIA
Arlington

Church of St. Matthias

(Anglican Provi :
3950 Wileon Bivd (o opanrist the King)

son Bivd,
Chu;ch): Sun HC 9a; The Rev.‘glecgg:m
Petrica; 301/493:8506; 703/243-9'?71

Leesburg/Dulles
Qur Sayiour, Qatlands
& Episcl*g)pal Church)
oute 15 at Goose Creek, eight miles s
Leesburg; Sun/HC Sa, HC oxgi;»‘ﬂr’n\lv?:hsgsngd

Nursery'9:30a, EP 3rd Suns 6p: 1y
White; SA0/338.4357 - P e Ellh

Marshall

Church of St. John the Baptist

(Independent/FIE-NA)

Comer.of Rt. 17 and Rt. 55 at the traffic light;
Sun HC 8aand 10:30a: Wed HC 7:30a, MP [ay
1928 BCP;»The Rey. Larry C. Mormison, S40/364-
3307, c-mail: stjohnbaptist@erols com!
Mathews

St. James Anglican Church
(Anglican Proyince of America)

Meets at Trinity Church, Rt (4 at/626; Sun 10a
Bible Stpdy. I'la MP and Sermon (HC 1st
Sun), child care provided; 1928 BGP; The Rev:
William T. Kump: 804/725-4861

WASHINGTON

Auburn

King of Glory Church

(Christian Episcopal Church)

Zion Lutheran Church|Chapel, Auburn Way St
and 17th Ave. S.E.; Sun 12:30p; The Rev. T.C.
Casimes; 206/447-0706;

cwebcec @foxinternet.net

= >
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TECs advertising policy) with the

purchase ofia bundle subscription of
15 or mare copies of eachiissue .of
THE CHRISTIANC HALLENGE Ipr
a year. The annual cost of $230 toe
the minimum L5 copiesisa $I00sav- &
ings over the cost of the same Ui J
ber of individual subscriptions, and Y
your parish’s 1iStng appedss in each :
issue for a year. i‘.
Direct payment and patish informas

tiontos TCC, 1215 [ndependenceAe: J
SH Washington, DC 20003

Visa and MC orders a2 %
placed by fax to 20545

orbyemalt  f

CHRISTIAN.CHALLBNGESSC e




