BRIEFS continued,
tal hoasca tea by the New Mexican branch of thereligion called
O Centro Espirita Beneficiente Uniao do Vegetal. Roberts said
that the government already has made an exception to drug
laws by allowing peyote use by American Indianchurches. - The
Washington Times

*A COLORADO BILL dealing with same-sex issues may be
on the road to achieving the kind of balance that conservatives
couldsupport. The bill does not back same-sex marriage or similar
arrangements that would putihomosexual households on a par
with the traditional family. But its author, state Sen. Shawn Mitchell
(R), does think it is wrong that a gay man could be denied| the
right to visit his partner in the hospital or to list the partner as a
dependent on his health insurance. So Mitchell has proposed a
new legal category in Colorado: reciprocal beneficiaries. His bill
would allow any. two people who are close but cannot legally
marny—a lesbian couple, two elderly brothers, a caretaker and
his/her ailing relative—to register with their county clerk as re-
ciprocal beneficiaries. They would have the same rights as mar-
ried couples with respect to such issues as medical
decisionmaking, inheritance and property.ownership. The bill
has already been endorsed by the conservative Focus on the
Family, whichiis also supporting a constitutional amendment ban-
ning same-sex marriage in Colorado. The latter measure prob-
ably willlbe on the November ballot. - 7he Washington Post

*IN THE ANNUAL WAR ON CHRISTMAS, the resis-
tance won at least one battle, thanks to House Speaker: |. Dennis
Hastert. IniNovember, he told federal officials that the lighted,
decorateditree on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol— known
in recent years as the “Holiday Tree”—should be renamed the
“Capitol Christmas Tree,” as it was called until the late [1990s.
The Capitol's senior landscape architect confirmed the name
switch. But calling a Christmas tree a Christmas, tree has be-
come a politically charged prospect in jurisdictions across the
country—from Boston to Sacramento and in dozens of commu-
nities in between. “It’s a growing problem,” said JarediN! Leland,
spokesman and legal counsel for the Becket Fund, a District-
based legal and educational institute. “Christmas should be able
to be called Christmas.” - T#e Washington Times
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*IN'A 6-3 RULING handed/down on Jamuy e estor T

Supreme Court decided! that former Attonne ey
Ashcroft exceeded his authority. by using a federa Zugte Al
law! to|prevent the implementationiof an OregQH 'sta = dicines
ing doctors to prescribe lethal doses of prescrlptlfon g e
to terminally: ill patients. Newly-appointed. Chle' Ju i
Roberts voted in the/ minority for the ﬂrst.tlme slﬂce a:ntonin
officerand joined!in!dissenting withiAssociate J'ust.lces 52
Scalia and Clarence Thomas. Writing for the majority; Asfs'o;eral
Justice Anthony Kennedy asserted|that the intent ofithe ?n 1
law’ was to prevent doctors from/ abusing thf"‘ power; g =
pursuit of illegal trade in prescription drugs. “Beyond this, :
wrote; ‘“the statute manifestsinolintent to regulate the practice
of medicine generally.” - The\Washington Times/The Examiner—Washmg.ton

*A SALES AND MARKETING SPECIALIST fromilMaine
has started a service aimed at providing under-staffed Roman
Catholic parishes withi priestly: ministry: Louise Haggett. says
that “there are more than 5,000) parishes without a resrde‘r?t
priest,” which means' that many. communicants only Ahave a
Communionservice withpre-consecrated\wafers' available to
them, even onimajor Holy Days like Christmas and!Easter. To
meet this need, Haggett starteda web-based business called
rentapriest.com. Her: database has)2,500/names inlit, whichiin=
cludes 300 marriedipriests. A Latin-rite Roman Catholic priest
isiof course supposed toiremain celibate, and if he marries, his
activeiministry.ends. However, he can stillminister in anlemer-
gency. Rentapriest.comiappears to believe its service isicovered
under:thisiexception. However, acceording tolcanonilawyer Fr.
George Stuart of the Archdiocese of: Washington, theionly/kind
of.emergency covered by:this rule is one iniwhichia Catholic is
dying. “Any priest can then hear confession and give absolu-
tion. The linterest there s to providelthe sacrament, which
shouldinot hinge on whether the priestisiin goodistanding or
not.” Fr. Stuart pointed out that, “a Mass celebrated by/ajpriest
notin'good standing with the churchiis still a validiMass, butiif
not done in communion withithe church, it'd be illicit and'pos-
sibly sinful.” = The Washington Times m
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Evelimationt Poin

WHY REMAIN IN ECUSA?

Why am T still in the Episcopal Church? Five words: For-
ward in Faith, Northi America (FIE-NA). It is committed to
“the faith of the undivided'(pre-1054) church,” which is my.
position exactly. I'simply do not want to/let down that small
remnant committed to this position within ECUSA. I do
not want to contribute to its discouragement nor fail to sup-
port its lcadership—from the three diocesans so committed
on down. [f the times comes for disengagement from
ECUSA, I'want to be able to nove with this growpinto what-
ever new relationship it deems necessary.

Meanwhile, I have certain objections to the present alter-
natives:

Rome—doctrinal: Since papal infallibility was never bought
by the East, it lacks the necessary (for me) Christian consensus.

Orthodoxy—attitudinal: Orthodox hostility toward Rome
scems (again, to me) more than Rome’s toward Orthodoxy.
(Admittedly, Rome was never sacked by Byzantine knights,
but can’t the East get over this?)

The Continnum—organizational. Multiplicity is the prob-
lem.

Obviously, the first step for us as orthodox Anglicans is
unity among ourselves: FIE-NA, the Continuum, and oth-
ers. (This is what the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen
isall about.) A second step might be to negotiate with Rome
a mutual recognition of orders, to put this united orthodox
Anglican entity in the same relationship to the Vatican that
the Ornthodox, (Polish) National Catholics, and' others have
at present. Beyond this, I cannot say, except that an even-
tual, complete unity must be our goal if we are to follow Our
Lord’s wishes.

Wallace Spanlding
1206 Buchanan St.
MeLean, Virginin 22101

“FLEEING THE MADHOUSE”

In the (September/October) letter headed “Flecing the
Madhouse,” neither Er. Kimel’s long personal apologia qua
solicitation to abandon Anglicanism, nor your editorial post-
serpt explaining that he had converted to Rome, included a
date. If his letter was after that renunciation of Anglicanism, it
was irrelevant to determined! Anglicans, except as a sad com-
mentary, and itis surprising that you bothered to print it. How-
ever, even ifiit predated his joining Rome it is clear from his
statements  that in'heart and mind' he was already a Roman.

Among the many subjects he raised, two stand out as ex-
amples of hisierrors.

First, in connection with who'is in “sacramental commun-
jon” with whom, he in one instance maintained that by defi-
nition, as it were, “eyery Episcopalian is in sacramental com-

munion with™ such heterodox as Griswold and Robinson:
and then he referred to having advocated severing commun-
ion with such bishops. In the former it was a matter of con-
tagion ot infection, in the latter it was protection from that
danger by a sort of quarantine. He cannot have it both ways:
there is cither pan-Anglican contagion or there is not. His
premise, however, is wrong: communion is broken not by
definition but rather by informed intent in action, such as in
open, specific declaration or at a communion rail.

Second, he bemoaned that his “personal concoction of the
‘catholic faith’” was just “one opinion among many Anglican
opinions.” That “personal concoction” was no doubt the be-
ginning of his downfall. No priest has the right to teach a
personal concoction, and his 25-year practice of teaching such
is no different in kind and in irresponsibility than the hetero-
dox teaching of Griswold, Robinson, and company. For An-
glicans, the catholic faith is expressed and practiced in The
Book of Common Prayer. To the degree that he negated
part of that expression and practice, or that he added to) it
without identifying any such additions as non-essential opin-
ions and practices, he was already departing from Anglicanism.

ECUSA is not the standard of Anglicanism. The ancient
prophets accused king and people as “a-whoring after false gods.”
ECUSA’s leaders are similarly “a-whoring,” and vast numbers
of Episcopalians in disgust have given up on Anglicanism, not
knowing of Anglican alternatives to ECUSA. Others of us be-
lieve that Anglicanism is the highest and most authentic em-
bodiment of Christianity, worthy to be preserved, protected,
promulgated, and passed on to following gencrations. For
this we need men in Holy Orders who are committed not to
their own “concoctions,” but to the faith we have received
in Anglicanism.

(The Rt. Rev.) Edgar Allan Nuwtt
Charlestown, New Hampshire
edalnutt@earthlink net

Cartoon courtesy of The Christion Observer s
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or. Peter Toon's letter entitled “Re-
in the November-December
( NGE.
Fr. Toon is absolitehieomce in calling for a restoration of
Common Prayer (1928 or an ortho-
¢ Anglican Communion, and par-
ticularly [Anglicanism in the U.S. and Canada], are to be
restored o robust, healthy and zealous Christian lifc.

| correct in calling for conservative...
nts such as the Anglican Mission in America,
d the Anglican Communion Network to
-Bookand to adaptan orthodox Book of
His claim that the trojan horse of heresy
is absolutely correct, and his Prayer

1 want to respond it
covering, the Angli

i

)

reject the 19

native, however, that may be over-
Western Rite of the Antiochian
,whichiconsists largely of for-
The liturgy used in these Ortho-
s is essentially a version of the 1928
er that resembles in many ways a
at has been conformed by the
cese to its Gregorian (Pope
ism pope considered by the Or
) of Rome) roots and to Or-

ne,as an ex-Episcopalian
lly comfortable with
-omforted by an ortho-
ox? Because we know that

Athanasios Scott Tonk

Wl&w F Avenue, Apt 24

I THE. HELP OF SLIDES FRoM 7,
0y ns ARE 75 RECHUIT iy AL SHIH by
27 VoL W Vy/=> %
L7355

However, let us not make the mistake of 3sc17rm:
[1928] Book of Common Prayer is a oming that the
American BCP was produced by an Episco ‘al}Ohc book. The
and! look at what Episcopalian committccls) ] o
particular, it goes against catholic tmditionmgC
epiclesis after the elements are consecrated 4
Outside of America, it is common for An |
use the Missw Normativa. This is because tlg O-Catholics to
plainly the Eucharistic Sacrifice and the int]il? 1€ expresses
saints, something the 1662 BCP does not hiCCsslon of the
Clear tejaching 1s essential if we are to f;‘llo\v.
lex oramdi, lex credends. 1 look forward to tf oW the dictum
revision of the Missa Normativa, and know lf fO{‘tthmin
rite possessing both catholic authority and L It will be 3
will still'be happy to use Rite 1 for T l;eopiz?'lchmg. And T

Commiitree——
Wrought! T
mserting an

Fr. Ton

: Y. Nobl
San Diego, Cultforni;
mzthonynoble@cox.nzt

TAC AND ROME

The pursuit of Christian unity is : i
the claim that the Traditional ;\hgliii?nag?rgable 'thing’ o
September-Ocrober 2005, p. 30)is “in dialogtler’]’ﬂm'llon Tog
man) Qatholic Churchiis grossly overstated An\:{’lth the R
sion given (by Archbishop John Hepwortﬁ) th ey
poised to become “the 27th ecclesial grou : P TA.C %
communion with Rome,” belongs to the reglmccefpmd e
I'am in receipt of copies of two letters from Edop R
nal Cassidy, the Australian archbishop who was f; i ol
c!mall Prgfect of the Pontifical Council for Promon'nerly R
tan Unity, which reveal unambiguously that, on r0tmg Ch{is-
(October 2005) from the present Cardinal Pr)cfcct C\CI;:IE: dg =
5 CrCar-

dinalKasper, the TAC claims are at best mischieyous

dinal Kasper explains that “on a few occasi '
been contacts with the TAC, always at thej 0.9'8* 25
cn S - it requ
ntinues: “We have consistently suggested that rz
establish relations with the Holy See by -
priatt.: fior them to establish local cN or
) ence of close relations berwc’. :
ring TAC parishes.” T




The Cardinal Prefect reiterates advice to tormer TAC Pri-
mate Louis Falk that in making public utterances on the ques-
tion of relationships with the Catholic Church and the TAC, M{(Q 2005/()6

“it would be overstating the case to speak of ‘contacts’ with

the Holy See.” {ID”‘(.{CIQI:L} (112/-

Iniaddition, Cardinal Edward Cassidy points out that “con- yAitionalyct ; }0
tact with Archbishop Hepworth is further complicated by Trﬁdlu&”ﬂ[mt 7(%”"16 1ed
the fact that he was a Catholic priest in the Archdiocese of The Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen
Adelaide before becoming an Anglican and then a “Tradi- announces the new edition of the Directory of
tional Anglican.’” Traditional Anglican & Episcopall Parishes.

The credibility of authentic traditional Anglicanismi is put The FCC Directory is the most comprehensive
at risk when unsubstantiated and misleading claims are made reference guide of its kind. Richly illustrated, it
by persons presuming to speak on its behalf. lists more than 1,200 parishes in the U'S,,

Canada and worldwide, including those affiliated
Fr. Ramswy Williams, SSC with all Continuing Church jurisdictions. Information includes
AIBSints R arish parish location, service times, and clergy.
East St. Kilda, Much more than a reference source, this 300+ page
Visiaiin SN2 directory chronicles the Anglican Communions rapidly-
A expanding traditionalist movement.

www.allsaints.ong.au Price: US$38 per copy (ppd.in USA). Overseas
orders,add $12 for shipping/postage. Or, become a
member of the FCC and receive a complimentary

There is o slight curiosity here: You have the Cardinal saying =R :
3 3 copy: (Annual dues: $40 individual; $50 family)

bothy that the notion of “comtacts” betmeen officials of the two

Churchesas overstated, and that therehave been such “contacts.” Make checks payable to ““Fellowship of Concerned
And indeed, TCC has reported om these encounters over the (T e il G RIS, A JEne NEacs 600
past decade or so. Still, the TCC report you cite did not state Dupone Avenue Sotth, Mitnespolisy HIN. S58h2d2e i
that the TAC and Rome are “in dialogue,” but rather suid For more information, call (612) 824-3933.

that “informal dialogue” had taken place—perhaps “conver-
sations” o “visits” might have been o more precise—and thor
the TAC 15 now seeking or will soon seek the establishment of
formal dialogave with the Cavholic Church. For that reason— ECUSAs Apostasy — it’'s not
while e certanly agree that there is a serious question as to all about sex

whether TAC’s appronch to Rome is going anywhere—we think

18 15 somewhat prematire to say definstively that it won't, asa FALSE DAWN:
L ]

surprising number of observers seem to be doing of late. Our

view 1s that, first, Rome is not likely to act quickly on anything The United Religions Initiative,
like this. And if TAC’s Romish aspirations indeed have no fu- Globalism, and the Quest for a
ture—if what you report from Cardinal Kasper portends the One-World Religion

Holy See’s refusal to respond. favorably to TAC’s application

for formal dinlogue—rthar will become evident in due course, by Lee Penn

wom’t it Epents will take cave of themselves. Meanwhile, you

and. other veaders may be interested in the TAC s view of these Sophia Perennis, 2005; 480 pp.; $27.95.

marters, contaimed in @ vecent velease. The document, titled With approval from Presiding Bishop Griswold. an EGUSA
“The TAC and Rome,” including statements from TAC Arch- Bishop!is building the United Religions Initiative (URI), a
bishop John Elepworthiand Bishop Peser Wilkinsow of the TAC’s global federation of religions that works closely with the
Anglican Catholic Church of Canada, can be found on our website UN — and would make religious freedom and Christian

orthodoxy things of the past. URI supporters include lib-
eralAnglicans and Moonies, feminists and radical Muslims,
leftwing foundations and'a best-selling New Age author

(under “Recent News”) ar www.challengeonline.org, - Ed.

Note To Readers who says “Hitler went to Heaven,” Scientologists and

This edition of THE CHALLENGE reflects the modest Wiccans, the Chinese state-run churchiandithe Dalai Lama
redesign that we told'you (in' the last issuc) was coming. — and even President George W. Bush. Its history? Its
Among other things, we have tried to give the magazine a Ak i ey
bit more “air_y“ and upd.atcd look, which we hope makes it Read FALSE DAWN
more appealing and enjoyable to read. But we would be
pleased!to hear what you think. Feel free toilet us know: at Order through
info@challengeonline.org, or at 1215 Independence Ave. www.sophiaperennis.com and www.amazon.com
SE, Washington, DC 20003. after March 15, 2005.
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SOUNDS FISHY: Rritish tourist Sharon Tendler has defi-
nitely outdone the trio of! pcm@ﬁfs horecently “married” in
the Netherlands.

. match in late December
as been Visiting for 15 yearsin
rred the mass-circulation daily,

Tendler finally made her ¢

the Israeli resort of Eilat, repd
Yediot Abronot. v

he city on the Gulf of Agaba
d time with her 35-year-old
o to The Age (Australia).

erwater, and his love, would

two or three times a year
underwater sweetheart,

“The peace and tr
calm me down,” th : quoted her as saying.
Finally, Tendicr « lup the courage to ask the dolphin’s
for e i marriage. At the wedding,

trainer for the mammal’s §

the » s and watched by amazed! spec-

owhere the groom was wait-

1o the cheers of the spectas
ony was scaled with some mack-
he water soshe could swim away

of the ancient cultures of Egypt, Rome it
exchange, he and his wife Caroline have recejy )dcﬂfthagc. s
7,000 pounds,” the newspaper said. ¢d tickegg e
On Palm Sunday, the bishop and his wife il
a sherry-tasting session in Jerez, Spain, and 01 be invitedig
the party will disembark at Tripoli in Libya :
ancient ruins of Leptis Magna. Holy S‘dturo‘hto -
cruising along the north African coast, with t(ly Will be ¢
at Benghazi, on the Gulf of Sirte, on Easter 11; S
Granted, the cruise was part of the firgt ay.
Chartres in some 30 years of ministry. Bug shsabbatical for
pose that under those circumstances the bis] ould we o
the normal devotions of Holy Week and Eqstlolz can fOrego
Asked about this, our fellow religion ‘erer.
Siemon-Netto, scholar in residence at CO“Corg’q’
Seminary in St. Louis, was philosophical: ia
“@Given all the other eccentricities Anglicans
regaling us with, this seems to be benign enouaic :ur
“As long as the good bishop promises to Stripgt]h’e he saiq.

table in his cabin on Holy Thursday; you know:. ; bedside
doily off.” ; > Just take the

Dr. Uwe
Lutheran )

rem»_[y

? the bride was
me true. And

ngland, and if so,
of Tendler’s:
-d TCC: “It

.

i Aae ==
wiww.chall

PANEL OF IRRELEVANCE? Th,
Reference, the Anchbishop of C.amt ;
Lambeth Palace have been asking fore:rb‘_"}’, and
and the amusing website, Rich Anglicy ltl’:lt seems,
Nuts (RAFwN), seemed happy tg obl'n “gewit

The Pgncl, of course, was ur{gcntly ccl,gc' 0 o
by Anglican primates a year ago to hcr? aoucd
alternate episcopal oversight for faithm}]) faclll-tatc
g parishes in theologically hostile digce o
writing, howcver, it had yet to pronounce on RS?S- At this
tion sent to it, despite word late last year that [ 5
ace had finally begun to forward appeals to Pa aianth al
In fact, it’s' not completely clear whether aver;le members.
yvoul'd hear much of what the Panel thinks. sine = Ang‘l S s
is evidently to advise the Archbishop Of,Can: lts main job
wonders, though, what he can do about imper; S O
ist bishops that he hasn’t done before. i o o

The upshot is that the Panel was ri
RAFWN, which late last year profffrigoza“scr‘ld-up. Enter
datelined Lambeth Palace, reporting that a E is b,
the Panel had been appointed, namely “the Rcvpg Ao
deacon Dr. Erasmus P Thunderstruck (dcccas:cdailggfr fc &

%, Ior=

Pane] of

merly of Ipswich).”

According to the release, Canon Thun o

is death more than three decades :geész?;ﬁ;";s asked!
on his ability to function as a SpOkCSpcrsonaf‘Y§ clayy

Reference. “Though he did not reply,” it said “?r v

cable sources indicated that it WOu’ld, proB';’bF ;

4 1t impact.” :

are very pleased with our progress toi date,” Tt '
el 5% )

assistant was quoted as saying, “and have take

ynot



important steps to move this process along with maximum effi-
ciency to arrive at the desired outcome at the appropriate
juncture, inithe fullness of time, when the moment is ripe...”

Asked what specific progress had been made, Thunderstruck’s
assistant noted the acquisition of “lovely stationery,” and pet-
sonalized business cards for all Panel members. “We?ve also or-
dered Pancllof Reference bottles of sherry to give away as non-
specific December holiday gifts,” he said. “In addition, we have
held two teleconferences at which it was agreed that (Panel
Chairman) Archbishop Carnley had more gray hair than the
other members, and a motion was passed directing the Panel to
pray for my aunt, who has a nasty case of explosive diarrhea.”

The Panel of Reference, the release said, was “expected to
meet again after the New Year to agree on chair cushion den-
sity for their next face-to-face meeting at Lambeth Palace.”

MAKE ROOM FOR RUMT: In the Episcopal Diocese of
Los Angeles (which recently failed in its bid to grab the prop-
erty of three seceded conservative parishes), orthodoxy may
not find compatible ground, but Muslim poetry does. Ac-
cording to Episcopal journalist David Virtue, the word last
fall was that Trinity, Santa Barbara, was planning to host a
“Rumi Circle,” a series of sessions focusing on the storytelling
and poetry of Mowlana Jalaluddin Rumi, a 13th century
Muslim poet borniin what is now Afghanistan.

THREE, AND COUNTING:He’s former San Francisco
Archbishop William J. Levada—appointed by Pope Benedict
XV last year to head the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith. He’s also likely to be the most-subpoenaed top
Reman Catholic official.

In afall 2005 interview with Vatican Radio, Levada said'his
experience in dealing with the sexual abuse of minors by clergy
may have played a role in Benedict’s decision to appoint him.

Indeed, itis Levada’s “experience” with handling such cases
that has made him soisought-after by process servers.

From 1986-95, he was the Archbishop of Portland, Or-
egon—which filed for bankruptey in 2004, in response to
suits from abuse survivors seeking $155 million in damages.
(A bankruptey judge has recently ruled that all parish prop-
erty in the archdiocese is part of the latter’s assets, thereby
raising the possibility that such property could be sold off to
satisty awards to abuse survivors.) Catholic World Report states
that “Several of the devastating lawsuits against the archdio-
cese involved priests who were restored to parish work by
Archbishop Levada after having been accused of molesting
children) or protected from! criminal prosecution when their
misdeed came to the archbishop?s attention.”

Since the lawsuits got underway, Levada has apparently
become quite adept at dodging process servers, whoiin turn
had to get creative.

In August 2005, minutes before he processed to'the altar
to stant his final Sunday Mass ini San Francisco, one server
managed!torhandi Levada a subpoena requiring him to' tes-
tify-at a deposition requested! by attorneys for 250 victims in
clengy abuse lawsuits against the Archdiocese of Portland.
Levadainitially balked at the subpoena, accepting the docu-
ment only when' he was told he would otherwise be given
the papers while he was at the altar. He called the server,

Cookic Gambucci, whose brother is one of the plaintiffs, “a
disgrace to the Catholic Church.”

Gambueei said it was “pretty sickening to hear that” from
a bishop who has hidden clerical sexual abusers.

A week later, another subpoena was successfully served on
the archbishop at his own farewelll dinner at a downtown
San Francisco hotel. The server, Chris Willlamson, dressed
in a borrowed Armani suit, mingled with a crowd of the rich
and famous (it was also a fundraising event) and sat through
three hours of praise for the Archbishop. He then success-
fully slipped Levada a demand that he testify in a lawsuit
alleging “intentional infliction of emotional distress” by a
principal of a Catholic school in Portland, Oregon.

In January 2006, a third process server caught the arch-
bishop when he was leaving the office where he had given a
seven-hour deposition in response to the first subpoena. Pro-
cess server Anthony Piscitelli said he “placed the subpoena
in Levada’s possession after the archbishop attempted to turn
and walk away. [ stuck it beneath a newspaper he had wedged
under his arm and said, “Sir, vou are served.’” This subpoena,
which calls for Levada to testify in March, is on behalf of a
Marin County woman who claims that she was abused by a
priest during Levada’s 1995-2005 tenure as Archbishop of
San Francisco.

Ini the classic 1940s film, The Postman Always Rings Tivice.
But for Levada, the process server rings thrice. Or more? M
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AMIA Bishop Charles (Chuck) Murphy:

IN JANUARY, THE ANGLfId?e ovince O
AMERICA (AMIA), an initiatiye 0 e th}S year

Rwanda, held its sixth annual ‘Wm‘; 0 persons: ¢ J
Birmingham, Alabama. It SiERE i the Jargest nY
nine primates of the Anglca f":l‘(mum 0 the ) iyl gél'i“
ber of provincial Jeaders ever L1 i;s glicans worldwiC iiqc
. -av SINEE
i  oversee | way St
mgi. Together, dtlﬁvt?h : a5 cOM alotl:gl pYS Chrl
t was a sign that the P
controversial consecrations of its ﬁr_s apore in 2000- Some

Murphy and Dr. John Rodgers il o

Feature Report

Seeking The
Unchurched

David Virtue interviews Anglican Mission
in America Bishop Chuck Murphy about
AMIAs mission, and the future of the
Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion

conservative leaders at the time thought the surprise consc:
crations, performed principally by Rwandan Archbishop
‘Emmanuel Kolini and then-South East Asian Archbishop
Moses Tay, were precipitous and/or schismatic.

But like others who scparated from the U.S. Episcopal
Church (ECUSA) and formed separate bodies in preceding
vears, those who)raised up the South Carolina-based AMIA
] g torespond to ECUSA’s theologi-
ecent years have merely underscored
own is. Fortunately, too, because the
alty began awaking to the American
: de ago, present-day ECUSA
1 support and help that was not avail-

ined thatissue and decided against ordaining women DPIIEsts or
bishops. A study of women in the diaconate is still pending

Not all the primates who attended the winter confere[.me
agree with AMIA’s position on that matter. But what they
doagree on is “how things are moving forward” in the AMIA
said a spokesman, the Rev. Jay Greener. At the conference’s
opening Eucharist, the nine primates lauded AMIA’s stand
for the gospel as “courageous,” “brave” and “strong.”

The conference, Greener said, was primarily a time of “wor-
shiping together, praying together, spen ding time withithese
archbishops,” and often hearing of the problems in their own
countries, which surpass anything Americans tace. Kolint's
nation, for example, is still recovering from thel994 geno-
cide 0£ 800,000 members of the minority Tutsi tribe by the
majority Hutus. Archbishop Fidele Diropka of the Congo
talked about the situation following a civil war that killed
more than three million people

Present at the conference, aside from Archbishops Kolini
and Diropka, were the archbishops of Kenya, Uganda, Cen-
tral Africa, Tanzania, West Aftica, Burundi, and South East
Asia, The Communion archbishops were joined by at least
two counterparts in the Anglican diaspora, ArchbishopJoha
Hepworth of the international Traditional Anglican Com:
munion, and Bishop William Millsaps of the U.S.-based EpI>
copal Missionary Church. There were Visitors a5 we‘ll fron;
the UK, including Bishop David Pytches of New Wine ann‘
the Ven. Michaell Lawson, representing the Church of
gland Evangelical Council. e

Though AMIA was born out of adversity, it is indicatly i
it$ progress that there was little focus in Birmingha™ O?hose
controversy gripping the Anglican Communion: Bt gllll] Lot
occasions when that subject did come Up, ghe attenss
mates pulled no punches. :

IfECUSA refuses to “apologize” and contindes o sad
apant” at its General Convention, “We will



South: East Asian Archbishop Yong Ping Chung (who has
now retired and been succeeded by Archbishop John Chew).

Repentance is the “only thing that can repair the church,”
Kenyan Archbishop Benjamin Nzimbi told a reporter dur-
ing the conference.

The Episcopal Churnch will never repent and come into
line with scriptural faith, predicted Central African Archbishop
Bernard Malango. Speaking to a seminary audience while
visiting Birmingham, he accused ECUSA liberals of being
unwilling to be accountable to the church community or to
be candid about what they believe and will doy, rather resort-
ing to “fudge and compromise.”

A constructive approach to alleviating the Communion’s
crisis was also:made at the winter conference, in the form of
a paper and model covenant presented by Bishop Rodgers,
the former dean of Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry in
Ambridge, Pennsylyania.

The idea of a covenant that would' help ensure unity and
accountability among Anglican provinces that adopr it was put
torward by the Windsor Report. That in turn has stimulated
efforts in some circles to begin shaping a proposed text that
could gain most of the Communion’s approval.

Bishop Rodgers” suggested model would make central to the
covenanted relationship apostolic mission, fellowship, worship
and teaching, including the Catholic Creeds, the 39 Articles of
Religion, and the Book of Common Prayer and Ordinal of
1662. Rodgers’ model also calls for discipline for those who fail
to abide by the covenant. Additionally, it addresses the need to
separately establish a new, covenanted Anglican Communion if
the Communion as presently constituted proves irreformable.
He set forth a suggested' process which would see a common
covenant adopted at least by conservative primates and prov-
inces by the first part of 2007. (See Bishop Rodgers’ paper and
draft covenant at hrsp://www.challengeonline.org).

HERE FOLLOWS an interview that Episcopal journalist
David Virtue of VirtueOnline did in Birmingham with Bishop
Charles (Chuck) Murphy, AMIA’s Chairman. We thought it
was worth passing on tor CHALLENGE readers, because it
provides Murphy’s own current snapshot of the AMIA, as well
as his predictions of how things might play out for ECUSA

and the Communion, both of which—with EGUSA’s Gen-

b2 Uy 8

eral Convention just a few months away—now stand at a criti-
cal juncture in the Anglican crisis over homosexuality and au-
thority. - Ed.

David Virtue: Are you confident, bishop, that [ AMIA.
is| going in the right direction?

Bishop Charles Murphy: Absolutely. There are 130 mil-
lion unchurched Americans, and I am filled with hope [about]
those who will respond to a clear, bold stand and witness for
the full gospel of Jesus Christ as the truth, and I believe the
results of the last five and a halfyears is clear proof that [ there
is] a real hunger out there.

DV: You have been in business, so to speak nearly six
years. What are the numbers?

CM: We have four active bishops, 87 fully supported, tith-
ing parishes, a dozen missions that will in time morph into
parishes, and we are opening one neyw parish every three weeks.

DV: You managed to draw nine orthodox primates of
the Anglican Communion to this year’s annual confer-

ence, your sixth. Last year you had four. What’s going
on here?

CM: I wrote them a letter and invited them to come and
told them we would love to have them here and to listen to
them and to one another, and they said they wanted to come.
There was no arm-twisting. They were not altogether fully
on board with AMIA but they genuinely wanted to come
and see what we were all about. They left impressed. The
fact that [nine] archbishops and several bishops [undertook]
such along trip from Africa speaks volumes.

DV: Are there any Anglican Communion Network
deans present (at the winter conference)?

CM: Yes. The Rev. Jim McCaslin; he is based in the Dio-
cese of Florida and the Rev: Ron McCreary from Overland
Park, Kansas. Canon David Anderson of the American Angli-

can Council is also here.

DV: Is Common Cause work-
ing out? (AMIA is amony the
“Common Cause Partners” that link
a significant body of fuithful Angli-
cans across ECUSA lines. - Ed.)

CM: I personally believe that
Common Cause is good. It came
e

KENYAN ARCHBISHOP Benjamin Nzimbi
(left) and hiswife (second from right) with
Er. Richard Kim (right), an AMIA member
from Detroit, and his wife, Helen, at
January’s AMIA winter conference in Bir-
mingham, Alabama.
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out of the Primates’ Meetings and
U.S. consernative Anglicans):

DV: Do you feel accepted bY

CM: Yes I do.
what 15

. pealign ment;
DV: The buzzword thes¢ days 15 © i
your assessment of this?
, - ot itself
3 opse divided aBAE
CM: My assumption 1s that a st aney wine-

cannot stand. We are watching the sl g
Tt is nOt unique © chis century>
mation Was a [

skin for a new century. e Refor
i ts— ¢ KE! .
tory has had other realignmed ot to/brng

alignment, but itis undenway again Jesus C?m; n W
peace but division. It is not unique O this u?t‘lj i
underway again. Thereisd Jivide along the fauldline Of
lical truth and those wh 1] believe the faith once deliverc
to the saints. Those e¢ the gospel message will

v forward.
come together and ¥ ) po ! entor
pelieve it willl come i Stages, glaon
amgcrhcr

one glorious weeken

DV: What do younhmkwdl happen to the Episcopal
Church?
the Episcopal Church is going to wither
rosper, it cannof; it has abandoned: the
er, the ECUSA will continue to
: ; other generation. Tihere are to0 many
; - e ven orthodox ‘that simply cannot consider

A aw, esent parish facilities, and so there
L ing too radical. They arc
but they are not called to

iscopal Church?

AMIA BISHOP Chuck Murphy at the podium, with !
A el Kolini looking on, during worship at th Rwandan Archbipe,
ference. Photo by Richard Kim A's winter cop.

m—

@M: There is an increasing awareness that a house diyi
will not stand. I donot sec a long range future fbtrlst_dl\qded
Episcopalians in BAUSA. Reople are saying what \S}Jhodox
and where will we turn? If I am no 1ongl;er enga Cdl L cly
problem of ECUSA, where will we turn? they fsk T

DV: How serious was the consecration of V. Gen
1 9 0 . 5 e
Robinson in your estimation, and the damage it has d

to ECUSA? e

@M: Robinson’s consecration confirmed a person’s Worst
fc{arg It was a complete disregard for biblical authority anda
\ml}lngllcss to/embrace the fuzzy, fudgy theology of [Brank]
Griswold, and the ultimate expression of thatis Gene Robinson:

fDBY: There seems to be little from the ECUSA House
0h ishops about the 20/20 program to double the
church [membership]. Why is that?

138Mm}1}?k believe we have a very clear call to reach out
i on unchurched people in this country: We believe
e Aﬁc z}nd ourwork leads us away from the biblical battles
AT glican Communion. It s not going to holdius capr
tive, and our drive [is] to reach America’s unchurched:

- DV: Do you think ECUSA will split?

Absolutely, T believe it could split 12 o o 1

do you think that will look like?



CM: We will have enormous clarity by [the 2008 Lambeth
Conference of Anglican bishops|. Lambeth will acknowledge
and recognize what already is.

DV: Do you believe you and your bishops will be in-
vited to Lambeth 20082 (AMIA bishops are members of the
Rwandan House of Bishops. - Ed.)

CM: Yes, I believe we will be invited. All the scated bish-
ops will get invitations. The AMIA bishops are being invited
to Lambeth because of our affiliation with the province of
Rwanda. The question is, is that the appropriate venue and
will the orthodox participate or be a part of it2 The huge
global South is in impaired or broken communion with
ECUSA and the Canadians. In many ways it all depends on
who gets invited. Unless there is a dramatic turnaround at
[the 2006 General Convention | and in [the Anglican Church
of] Canada, I don’t believe the global South, who are al-
ready out of communion, will find an avenue like Lambeth
[sufficient] to stay in the. Communion.

DV: These are your assumptions?

CM: This is my reading based on assumptions and pos-
sible reversals of course. My opinion is that if the global South
leadership is faced with the refusal by ECUSA to repent, they
will find it very difficult to participate (in the Lambeth Con-
ference) if the liberals are invited-

DV: What is your feeling about the position [that] Dr.
Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury is in?

CM: I believe he is going to have to make a hard decision
as [to] where he wants to stand, because a house divided
against itself cannot stand, and he is going to have to decide
where he stands in this great divide.

DV: You are a missionary movement, not a denomina-
tion. Do you see the Anglican Mission in America need-
ing to fold its tent as a mission into something bigger,
or will you stay a mission forever?

CM: As far as I can see down the road there is going to be
an enormous need for skilled, trained, effective missionary
outreach to the U.S. We could easily be a mission for the
next 25 years.

DV: You have had some health problems; do you think
about retirement?

CM: T am 58. My desire is to step outside my role as chair-
man of the AMIA in the next three years simply because 1
want to have an appropriate transition of my leadership role.
I don’t believe my health is a factor. This is not about my
health, which is actually very good.

DV: Will you have an appropriate successor and tran-
sition of leadership in place?

CM: Yes [ will. I am a missionary bishops this is not just a
role. T am chairman and given the authority and oversight of
the mission.

DV: How is your health?

CM: I have had four heart procedures and a pacemaker
and the result is that [ am in great health. My enemies might
be depressed at the news {(laughter).

DV: What alliances are in the works?

CM: We are in conversation with the Reformed Episcopal
Church, the Anglican Province of America, and we are
strengthening our relationship with Forward in Faith. We
are on board with the Anglican Communion Network and
two of their deans are here at the conference. We are also
talking with the American Anglican Council. Canon David
Anderson is here at the conference. People have come to
realize over the last five and a half years that the AMIA is not
a flash in the pan, and unless something changes, it will' grow
from strength to strength. Over 105 clergy are here, Vo
dozen bishops and nine primates who are all very receptive
of us. The questions about our existence have been settled in
their mind. At our last conference five primates came. We
have nearly doubled that number in 2006. My read is that
God is doing a new thing and that is not going to suddenly
stop. He is pouring new wine into new wineskins.

DV: Thank you Bishop Murphy. B

See more stories by David Virtue at http://www.virtueonline.org. Sources for the introduc-
tion included AMIA, The Birmingham News, VirtueOnline, The Churchiof! England Newspaper
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minees For ECUSA P.B.
Homosexual Bishop

Tt is already being widely seen as one more signi that the
(ECUSA) will not turn from its pro-

U.S. Episcopal Church |
th the Anglican Communion.

Most No
Backed

gay policies and walk wi
four nominees to be its new presiding

ECUSA named
bishop January 25—three of whom approved the consecra-
tion of the denomination’s first openly homosexual bishop,
Gene Robinson, and on¢ of whom is a woman. And,, the
fourth candidare’s “orthodoxy” appears highly questionable.
The same three who consented! to Robinson’s consecra:
tion also helped defeat a General Convention resolution

{BOOL1) aftirming the authority of scripture and other basic

tenets of the Christian faith.

“Tragically, the leadership of any of the nominees prom-
ises a ‘business as usual” attitude that chooses collegiality and
pluriform reality over orthodoxy,” said the conservative

; American Anglican Council (AAC)-
‘ THE NOMINEES include Atlanta Bishop J. Neil
Alexander, 52; Kentucky Bishop Edwin E. Gulick Jr., 57; and
Nevada Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, 51, all of whom ap-
§ proved Robinson’s consecration as bishop of New Hampshire
g in 2003, an action that turned a simmering Anglican conflict
into a crisis at home and abroad. The only nominee to vote
inst Robinson, Alabama Bishop Henry N. Parsley Jr, has
nonctheless not been a fiiend to the faithful in Alabama, and
‘has attempted to prevent the conservative AAC and Anglican
C@mm on Network (ACN) from operating there.
* Cunthia Brust of the AAC thinks Parsley may have registered
the wrong reasons.
article saying he voted against
se now was not the time,
consensus. That is not an

EQUSA’s and the An-
-e—has been a bishop

US| istinction, but it is not
the information provided.)
| LLutheran until
ishop for

PRESIDING BISHOP NOMINEES, clockwi

Bishop ). Neil Alexander; Kentuclcy BishoF:SEedt;?mFtop lefe
Bishop Henry N. Parsley Jr.; and Nevada Bishn ~Gulicke
Schori. Photos courtesy. of Episcopal News Service op Katha

s dre Atl;‘
IrAIabs
Fine leff‘

—

official nominating committee. The winner

balloting must then be confirmed by; clc-LI of the bish ¢
House of Deputies. el ey

The Joint Nominating Committee for the & -
Presiding Bishop, clected at the 2003 Gc“et- IICC Clonof ¢
consistc.sd of nine bishops, nine priests and n;a Conventi or
ners, \\.!1th two youth appointees. It was co-c| o -lay Paris e
Virginia Bishop Peter James Lee, and New]E;I el by liberg,
woman Diane Pollard. Its selection process i ork City Iay.
tial questionnaire, interviews with referenc :Cluded AN 1)
whose names were submitted, interviews Withs lf Or all th og,e
for further consideration, and site visits with tht 1OSEsclecrey
tinued in consideration. OSE Wholcon
“Wﬁrlilzgr:ii ]zlshop Iﬁirkﬁmith said any one of the :
great job in leading our church f 110min ¢ eg

Rev. Joe Reynolds, deaniof Christ Church Cath:cll_ \Va-rd.n The
2011 and'a progressive leader, said the candidat ral'in Hoy s

the moderate mainstream of the Episcopal G €S Eeprese g

THAT IS NOT how conservatives saw it Mgl
; The in‘y way E(?USA can continue wo.rkin ;
ygr‘;_ldmdc Communion is to.move seriously into & ‘,Wh the
upheld and marked by actions,” including ¢l Soatliange,
and permanent cessation of the “ordinatioi afdl’ﬁlnaediatg
and blessing of actively homosexual persoigng:: =
LS, BIUsSt

in g}



broken communion with- ECUSA over its violation of ac-
cepted Anglican teaching on homosexuality, and ECUSA is
ctfectively suspended from the Communion.

However, it appears that “none of the nominees for pre-
siding bishop will lead ECUSA back into the clear teaching
and practice of Anglicanism, nor can we hope that they will
stand up to the House of Bishops to say ‘enough is enough,’”

said the AAC.
As well, none of the candidates is known for cvangelism,

which s critical to the future of declining mainline churches,
noted the Rev. Kendall Harmon, canon theologian in the
Diocese of South Carolina. “Where is the concern for the
cvangelistic and missionary task?”

“The die has been cast,” wrote longtime Anglican cvan-
gelist Lee Buck. “The choice is: Stay with ECUSA and asso-
ciate with heresy and deny the faith once given, or leave
ECUSA and associate with those whosstill love the Lord Jesus
and believe in the Holy Seriptures.”

See brief biggraphies of the nominees on our website ar: http://

wipw.challengeontline.ory. B
Sources included Agape Press. The Living Church, The Church of England Newspaper

Robinson Undergoes
Treatment For Alcoholism

New Hampshire Episcopal Bishop V. Gene Robinson—the
man at the center of the current turmoil over homosexuality:
and authority within the Anglican Communion—announced
Februany 13 that he is being treated for alcoholism.

Ina letter written from an alcohol treatment center at which
he was undergoing a 28-day program, Robinson spoke ofan
“increasing; dependence on alcohol” but also indicated that
he has had a drinking problem for years. He says he had
consideredit “a failure of will or discipline on my patt, rather
than a disease over which my particular body simply has no
control, except to stop drinking altogether.”

I his letter, the 58-year-old bishop said he checked into
the treatment center Eebruary 1, “with the encouragement
and support of my partner, daughters and colleagues.”

Robinson’s assistant in the Diocese of New Hampshire,
the Rev. Tim Rich), said that a growing awareness of his prob-
lem, rather than a crisis, led to Robinson’s decision. Rich
said the news surprised him and many others.

“We did not see it in any way impact his ministry in the
diocese,” Rich said.

The Rev. David Jones, rector of Robinson’s home church,
St. Paul’siiniConcord, said he also was surprised and had not
seen any signs, even iniretrospect, that Robinson had ajprob-
lemi with'alcohol. Robinsen has been ordained since 1973.

Robinson’s move into treatment drew support from the
Diocese of New: Hampshire’s Standing Committee, and the
pan-sexual Episcopal group, Integrity, both of which called
for prayer for him while hailing his “courageous” example.

Robinson told his flock he had learned a great deal during
s first week in treatment, and looked forward “toicontinu-
IMg my recovery in your midse.”

Alcoholism, of course, does not discriminate, and' oceurs
among clergy at [east as frequently as in the general popula-

tion. And Robinson is certainly not alone among Ep?
bishops in coping with the problem.

Homosexuals are, however, more at risk for substance
than heterosexuals. According to Homosexuality and
Politics of Truth by Dr. Jeftrey Satinover, alcoholismy
drug addiction among active homosexuals is 50 p
higher than in the general population. The life expectan
a practicing homosexual is on average 20 years less than
general population, he wrote. These statistics are not
known, though.

STILL, SOME WONDERED why nothing was dise
ered or known about Robinson’s drinking problem be
he was elected, either due to his own candor or the nomir
ing committee’s diligence.

“Why now: Why didn't we know this (then)> What h;
pened to the discernment process?” said Episcopal e-jo
nalist David Virtue.

Fr. Jones, who co-chaired New Hampshire’s search co.
mittee for bishop in 2003, said thorough background chec
were performed on all the candidates for bishop, includi
criminal checks and interviews with former employers and ot
ers. Finalists were asked if there was anything in their past
would embarrass them or the diocese if' it came to light. Jone
said Robinson did not say he was
alcoholic then.

“For all I know, at that point,
didn’t have a problem,” Jones sa®
though Robinson new admits havi:
been aware of it for years.

“There is no explanation from the
diocese as to why this bishop did not
seek treatment years ago, rather than
traveling around the world prometing
his new lifestyle and causing one of the
worst crises in the history of the U.S:
Episcopal Church (ECUSA), and
[among] more than 70/ millions An-
glicans worldwide,” wrote Les Kinsolving of Wor/d Net Daly.

Perhaps, because of his alcoholism, Robinson could not
be counted on to be candid and exercise proper judgement
in offering himself for the episcopate. That alcoholism piv-
ots on “ego” and impairs judgement was underscored in a
recent piece, “The Missing Link to the Recent Anglican Fi-
asco” by the Rev. Dr. George Natt Gray Jr., OCP, of South
Carolina. But if so, some said, what does that say about

Bishop Robinson

Robinson’s judgement about homosexuality?

Some also questioned Robinson’s thinking about his alco-
holism. :
“Alcoholism is indeed a discase, but since when has it ever
ceased being ‘afailure of will or discipline?*™ Kinsolving asked.

“The self-exculpating dismissal of will and discipline as ir-
relevant to disordered desires is always a morally dubious
step,” wrote Richard John Neuhaus of First Things.

The Rey. Dr. Peter Toon, president of the U.S. Prayer Book
Society, warned fellow orthodox Anglicans not to “gloat™
over the “tragedy™ that has befallen Robinson, reminding
that they tooiare weak and sinful, and in need of the mercy,
-
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;_iyit‘i,of:_(::':rbf’f Jlesus Chirist ?and ,th,t I‘io]_y Spirit. Urging
o alcol1oli§n1 1shop, Toon! sa:d that the qxsa-strous” effects
e ar€_wcll known, %a‘nd'm [Robinsons’] case these
urely intensified by his commitment to the life of same-
sex relatons.” ¥
P(?TENTIALLY THE MOST NOTEWORTHY clement
of this development, though, iswhatsome believe it may signal
for the Anglican crisis. Des‘pite‘.i&obinson’s stated eagernessito
remurn to his episcopal role, some observers believe the an-
nouncement of his alcoholismaeatmentisaprelude o and will
be a pretext for his decision 0 St€P down as Bishop of New
Hampshire. He would thereby €ase ECGUSA’s relations with
the wider Communion withoutadmitting his ordination wasin
error or precluding another such ordination.
Could it happen? Time will tell. ‘Meanwhile, the possibil-
ity is discussed further in the following report. M
Sources included The Associated Press, World Net Datly, VirtueOnline

General Convention Outlook
Liberal Factions Compete, Second Gay Bishap
Among Possible Convention Wild Cards

1f one believes the most commnoin wisdom about it, Pre-

siding Bishop Frank Griswold and his liberal allies will seck
t0 avoid losing their place in the Anglican Communion 07
deserting their pro-gay agenda when they gather at the June
13-21 Episcopal General Convention in Columbus, Ohio:
Of course, the Episcopal Church (ECUSA) cannot have it
both ways, if conservative Anglican primates have anything
i . Their patience has already been sorely tried
they sce General Convention as the
o choose between its support for ho-
Communion membership, and most of
¢ fooled by ECUSA’s talent at
g another.
s liberal leadership will
herwise do whateyer it

=

on which/more
More impor-

«All Of Us Are Going To H
To Decide Where We Stq:;ff
Dioceses Gird For Dire Convention After

With June’s Episcopal General Convention v
to be 2 watershed, conservative Central Plorl' el P
Bishop John Howe has penciled in Septembey ;da piscOpal
for @ potential special diocesan convention to 3las the e
\way necessary to the General Convention’s dc?'SPond i &9

Diocesan leaders will decide later whether tklsmns.
with the special convention. 0 go

Meanwhile, Central Elorida’s annual meet
reaffirmed the diocese’s call upon the Ge ncr;ﬁ
to back the recommendations of the Windsor R,
(anter whin) seeks a halt to the consecration anq Cport.’ Which
ing of those in same-gender sexual relationgshj Public bl

Ominously, though, Bishop Howe said he quljs;
nario” in'which the temporary moratoria Carl* 0
Episcopal' bishops “will be continued beyongd
Convention itself.” And if the convention d the Genera]
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story. “The goal is to change the mind of the Angi;
munion.” glican Com-
“here is no way the agenda is going to change
there is a great commitment to deception,” ge atall) bug
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YET? ANOTHER LIBERAL FACTION ]
set towvie for dominance in' Columbus—one that oo
clare openly and firmly for the pro-homosexual o
the chips fall where they may. e el
This “radical” wing maintains that “the time for degic:
now to be fully inclusive,” one conservative spokz CClsxo,} f
“Two competing [liberal] strategies” are at wo:{(n i el
other. “.Onc is to be low key and make it look like E,éald an
complying with the Windsor Report, and the other; USA S
an obscene hand gesture to the rest of the Commcr i
say we've waited long enough.” S
In'arecent article titled “Facing the S i
cxamplg Maury Johnston, an aithor Eﬁzlt:agf]sgc?lsm’ _for
‘f‘rqm Richmond,, Virginia, argues that “too rnucllpt:SC()l):ll’l’a~n
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be!tw;»‘.en parties who have “irreconcilable differeﬁccs ”umty
Over 30 years of dialogue, it is time for “yea” or “na ” i
n of incorporating homosexuals at every level 3Z)f :hn 'thli
isisa ‘do or die’” convention, he says, explainin m:i '
‘mcdn_’cs the only sensible alternative.” G
beral wing will prevail at the convention? One of




The choice between “the Episcopal Church off on its
own=—one more tiny American sect—or a worldwide split in
the Communion as a whole” is “appalling,” he said, “but
that may be where we are headed.”

Howe said he had nointention of breaking from ECUSA
but that if ECUSA breaks from the Communion, “it breaks
away from me. And if that is the choice forced upon us—
Episcopal or Anglican:—all of us are going to have to decide
where we stand.”

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF THE RIO. GRANDE’S
convention last fall asked the upcoming General Convention
to “reaffirm its constitutional obligation to be a constituent
member of the Anglican Communion, in communion with
the See of Canterbury, and to respond positively to the find-
ings and recommendations of the 2004 Windsor Report.”

However, in his first convention address as Bishop of the
Rio Grande, the Rt. Rev. Jeffrey Steenson said he would soon
appoint a “commission to help us understand this process
and what the implications [would be] were the Anglican
Communion to shatter.”

He predicted that General Convention’s response to the
Windsor Report would be unsatisfactory for many on the
polar opposites of the debate.

THE CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF SAN
JOAQUIN, California, last October handily passed on sec-
ond reading an amendment subordinating ECUSA’s consti-
tution and canons to those of the diocese. The diocese now
accedes to aspects of ECUSA’s governance only where it does
not conflict with its own.

In an address, San Joaquin’s traditionalist Bishop, John-David
Schofield, pointed to the “two contradictory and mutually ex-
clusive churches™ existing under the umbrella of ECUSA, and
stated that if ECUSA did split, the present diocesan policy of
“laisses-faire treatment of all our clergy™ would end.

“Should anyone wish to remain in this diocese, then those
holding to and promeoting revisionist teaching would be given
an opportunity to change or leave,” he said. He added that
congregations are free to go as long as they do so “without
leaving indebtedness behind.”

IN THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH,
home to the Moderator of the Anglican Communion Net-
work (ACN), Bishop Robert Duncan, the annual convention
in November urged Pittsburgh’s General Convention depu-
ties to strongly advocate for the national church gathering to
make a clear statement of submission to the Windsor Report.

Should the convention instead decide it will “continue its
‘walk apart’ from the Anglican Communion,” the resolution—
apparently taking a cue from a recent resolution of the Nige-
rian Church—says that the Pittsburgh diocese “will stand with
all Anglican churches, dioceses and provinees that hold and
maintain the ‘Historic Faith, Doctrine, Sacrament and Disci-
pline of the one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church,” what-
cver the costs or actions required to do'so.”

What actions will be required to make that "stand"? What
will be the course conservative Anglican leaders prescribe for
ECUSA constituents of the ACN after General Convention?
TCC hopes to look at this topic more closely in the next
issue. W

-
Sources: Episcopal News Service, The Living Church

who is most persuasive, especially among clergy and laity in
the House of Deputies.

But another believes the “radicals are going to win,” be-
cause none of the nominees for presiding bishop signal a
change in course, and “because people on both sides are fed
up with waiting...Everybody I talk to now is hanging on by
a thread,” whereas “the deception requires that people be-
lieve that nothing’siwrong.”

But of course, liberals and conservatives alike are subject
to developments that can upset their plans—or aid them.

If the dominant liberal strategy for General Convention is
prestidigitation, for example, it will prove futile if the Dio-
cese of California elects one of the two active homosexuals
among its five recently-announced nominees for bishop. Since
Qalifornia’s election is in May, the decision on whether to
approye the bishop-elect’s consecration would not go to in-
dividual dioceses but to General Convention, which would
then be compelled toideclare itself in black or white and not
in shades of gray. Such a development would, however, serve
the radical revisionists quite well.

Not surprisingly, unconfirmed reponts maintained: that
California diocesan leaders were feeling pressure from some
i the wider hierarchy not to pass this hot potato to/General
Convention, Much wasalso made of a. comment by the Arch-
bishop'oft Canterbury three days: betore California’s candi-
dates were announced, while Dr. Rowan Williams was at the
World Councill of Churches in Brazil. “I believe if there is

ever to be a change in the discipline and teaching of the An-
glican Communion [regarding homosexuality], it should' not
be the decision of one [province] alone,” he said in part.

On the other hand, a liberal “artful dodge” strategy would
be ably assisted if, as some suspect, Bishop Gene Robinson’s
recently-announced treatment for alcoholism becomes—de-
spite his stated expectation of returning to work—a pretext
for his subsequent decision to step aside.

Such'a move would—if no gay bishop-elect is waiting to re-
place him come General Convention—"atford ECUSA a way
out of'its dilemma [with] the rest of the Anglican' Communion
without admitting it was wrong to ordain an openly homo-

e

N ST TRC A, 8%
PRESIDING BISHOP Frank Griswold addresses a joint session of bish-

ops and deputies during the 2000 Episcopal General Convention. Episco-
pal' News Service photo by [eff Selis
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san or | precluding]anothersuch ordination;,” one online
1tator said.
Ag into trearment can be as much about evasion as
Tecovery,” one priest asserted. “Robinson might come
recovery and announce that he’s gained' a lot of new
ats, and needs to STEP  away from being a bishop for
» process them:"
alcoholism could be Robinson’s way of “easing out of
jon that has become increasingly untenable,” agreed
her observer, “Even the liberals...are beginning to see that
150M is 2 liablmibatsis why I predict that...Robinson
announce thatheis resigning—mnot because of sexual per-
* .n, rather mu ple martinis. This will have the effect of
oing the hol osexual campaign on track.”
That is proba because—though Robinson’s removal from
. Scene woult) ardly rectify: the situation in ECUSA from
< viewpoint of US. conservatives—it would likely diminish
international turmoil and the primates’ current determi-
ation to discipline EGUSA, thus possibly creating a debili-
ing kind of limbo for conservatives. This would play into

the hands of ECUSA’s liberal obfuscators; and there would
be little that their radical brethren could say to protest it
Others believe that the gay lobby, and Robinson most o'f all
are determined not to relinquish their gain in New Hampshirc,
<] think the pressure’s there for Robinson to step asidc'
but I don’t think he’ll succumb to it,” one conscrvativc:,
spokesman said, adding that such a move would likely in-
crease chances that California would elect 2 homosexual to
replace him. Nothing would thereby have been gained by
Robinson’s withdrawal. .

Money Talks?

What if everything is status quo at the time of General
Convention—Robinson remains in place, there are no fur-
ther gay bishops-clecton which tovote, and the radical win
does not gain the upper hand—whatare some potential com%
ponents of the liberal “fudge”?

Not yet out at this writing (but likely to be where obfusca-
tion will be most in evidence) was the work of a 14-member
commission named last fall to prepare a way for General Con-
vention torespond to the 2004 Windsor Report, the primates?

An Episcopal Exemplar?
Bishops And The Diocese Of California
" Report/Analysis By The Editor
Even when one considers the source—the resoundingly
liberal Episcopal Diocese of California—it was hard! to be-
But there it was, staring back at us from the jurisdicion’s
. The California diocese, whichiis preparing to clecta

successor to Bishop William Swing, had held up asa model

“s| ” 2 deceased prelate whose ministry was marred
1al miscon vith a teenager.

| W o speak ill of the dead, of course. But

i that—in an addendum to a section on its

o : : Finding Our Bishop in
cited three episcopal exem-
ity ethnic group, among
d. Steven 1. Plummer. A

L, 1
www.cn

CALIFORNIA BISHOP William Swing was said ¢
be unaware of his diocese's approbation for a bish <
who molested a teenager. The diocese has now ac:'lp

nounced five nominees to succeed him, two of whi h
are actively homosexual. =

Plummer really signal what they seemed to
about how far the revisionist diocese was will-
Ing to go?

VORACIOUSLY CURIOUS at this point, we contacted
Sean McConnell of the Diocese of California’s Departmen
of Gommunications in Eebruary to ask why Plummer was not
unfortunately disqualified from serving as an Inspirational
bishop, and why mention of his sexual misconduct was omi:tl-
ted in the diocese’s story of his ministry.

Remarkably, Mr. McConnell replied that neither he nor
those responsible for selecting the three model bishops were
aware of Plummer’s impropricty “until you brought it to
our attention,” even though he said he had met the bisho
on several occasions and the prelate was known to other dj[?
ocesan staff. “That is the reason why there was no mention
of the misconduct in' Plummer’s biography, which has now
been removed from the curriculum in question.” he told

TQC_ “We take all instances of sexual misconduct VELY SEri-
ously in the Diocese of California, and we thank you for bring-
ing this oversight tojour attention.” -

But why, we wondered, had not Bishop Swing; prevented
this “oversight?? As leader of the California diocese since 1980
he would have been among bishops to deal directly with [hl;
matter (the Navajoland Mission is overseen by the House of
Bishops), which was also reported to the whole church.

\hop Swing did not create or review the materials in
tion,” nor was he aware of the citation of B-is’hép
aer on the website, McConnell said. “I must take full

i 1 the oversight.” He said Swing was infbmﬁed:




2005 communique, and the 2005 mecting of the Anglican
Consultative Council (ACC). A key question is whether
ECUSA will abide by the Windsor Report’s call for moratoria
on the consecration and public blessing of those in same-gen-
der sexual relationships. Episcopal bishops last year agreed to
a ban only until General Convention (and note that the mora-
toria requested say nothing about actively gay priests or dea-
cons or private same-sex blessing ceremonics).

Beyond that, there are signs that revisionists hope contin-
ued generous contributions the Communion’s budget will
be a strong hedge against ECUSA’s effective excommunica-
tion from the global church.

In January, the church’s Executive Council approved a
proposed budget of $152 million for the 2007-2009 tricn-
aium which includes an increase in funding to the interna-
tional Communion 0£$550,000. That would make ECUSA’s
total contribution $2.350 million.

The Council did agree that the proposed additional
ECUSA contribution—prompted by a request from the ACC
for an increase in support from all provinces—should be sepa-
rated out in the proposed budget so that General Conven-

PRESIDING BISHOP Frank Griswold: Many think
he'll seek to fudge rather than openly forge ahead
with the gay agenda at General Convention. But
might his choice be affected by the fact that it is his
last convention as P.B.2

tion could decide whether the church
should comply with the ACC’s full’ request.

But the Council doubtless knows that it is likely to hit a
nerve here, that concerns about the loss or limitation of
ECUSA’s significant financial support are having some intlu-
ence on the response to the Communion’s crisis by some An-
glican officials. One suspects, for example, that it was not just
theological sympathy that recently moved ACC’s Chairman,
Auckland (New Zealand) Bishop John Paterson, to apologize
to EGUSA and the Anglican Church of Canada for the fact
that Anglican primates asked delegates of both churches to
withdraw from last June’s ACC meeting. (Both churches sent
their members anyway, however, as observers. )

The Diocese of Newark (which most would put in the radi-

cal wing) has already urged the use of the money as a strong-
>

SO THE PROBLEM HERE, according to McConnell,
was lack of awareness. But if so, it is very likely due to the
Episcopal Church’s handling of the Plummer case.

Simply put: How could people not notice the fact that a
bishop was removed for sexual misconduct? The answer is
that he wasn’t.

While ECUSA generally forces out bishops charged with
heterosexual adultery, it handled this case—or at least then-
Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning did—by send-
ing Plummer away for a year to continue therapy, and then
returning him to service as bishop, based on his counselors’
opinions that he was unlikely to repeat his former behavior.
The victim in the case was no longer a minor and “unwilling
to pursue this any further,” Browning said in 1993.

At the time in 1994 that Plummer was reinstated, reports
indicated that the members and Council of Navajoland were
divided on the bishop’s return—though that, apparently, was
putting it mildly:

“Tt was a huge story back then and there’s no way people
didn’t know about it,” said Julia Duin, who, before coming
to The Washington Timesin 1995, did a retrospective on the
Plummer case as city editor of a newspaper in' Farmington,
New Mexico, which was Bishop Plummer’s base.

“ECUSA was simply ignoring history ot thinking that
Navajoland was so backwater that folks had simply forgotten
Plummer’s [misconduct]” Duin told TCC. “But the locals all
knew about it and the Navajos despised [Plummer]. In Navajo
culture, anything smelling of homosexuality is truly despised.”

Nonetheless, Plummer gained the support of Browning
and the Episcopal House of Bishops to continue leading the
Mission.

A year after his reinstatement as bishop, though, “the dio-
cese was a mess,” which Duin said was the crux of her cover-
age in Farmington. “Many were boycotting Navajoland’s mis=
sions around the reservation.

«[Plummer] was unqualified to begin with, but ECUSA was

desperate to find an Indian priest who'd be bishop,” she added.
The boycott by Navajo Episcopalians appeared to end af-
ter Plummer died last year, and a new bishop took over; re-
cent statistics reported Navajoland as showing the most in-
crease among the few ECUSA dioceses which grew last year.
Said Duin: “The Navajos finally felt they could return to
church without being spiritually stained.™

Another Gay Bishop?

Since Laffavre Plummer, of course, the Diocese of Califor-
nia has moved on to make a much bigger splash: as it pre-
pares to offer up another—and this time living—"model”
when it elects a successor to Bishop Swing.

Since the election is set for May 6, whoever the diocese
chooses at that time will bypass the normal diocese-by-dio-
cese consent process, and instead be up for approval or dis-
approval by June’s Episcopal General Convention.

On February 20, the diocese announced five nominees, all
of them theological revisionists to one extent or another and
two of them women—and two of them active homosexuals.

Both gay candidates—the Rev. Bonnie Perry of Chicago
and the Very Rev. Robert Taylor of Seattle—are in same-sex
relationships. The other nominees are Alabama Sufffragan
Bishop Mark Handley Andrus, the Rev. Jane Gould of Mas-
sachusetts, and the Rev. Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton of
Washington, D.C.

Should one of the homosexuals be elected by the diocese,
and then approved: by General Convention, would-be liberal
obfuscators would be stymied. Presiding Bishop Erank Griswold
and his liberal colleagues would not have to worry about fudg-
ing aresponse to Anglican primates who wantto knowif ECUSA
will observe moratoria on the co nsecration and blessing of those
in same-sex unions. The General Convention will have give
the clearest possible answer on the matter.

See more on the latter subject in “General Convention Onp
look? in this section. W
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i i‘;?t;(‘)iti;zm’eﬂtr\ol;votcd in January to ask the General
e Cor'“mms’_‘Pl’O\ ﬁ the SSS0,000'addmon'al contribution

e on, but to put the increase in escrow until
~ anadian Church deputations to the ACC are
-PSY&IQQ as full members with seat, voice and vote, and until
is certain that all ECUSA bishops with jurisdiction are in-
ed as “full and equal participants” to the 2008 T.ambeth
»Onchcncc. Mecanwhile, Newark Bishop John Croneberger

4 his convention that he does not support a moratorium

same-gender blessings.

A SECOND POTENTIAL COMPONENT of the lib-
crals’ strategy involves the proposal the Windsor Report made
for a covenant aimed at maintaining unity and accountabil-
ity among Anglican provinces that make the pact part of their
provincial regulations.

While the Report’s own suggested draft covenant is prob-
Jematic from the orthodox viewpoint, the concept of the/cov-
enant—intended to help fillan authority and disciplinary gap
in the international Communion without creating a central
“curia?—scems to have drawn support from some on both

sides of the divide. Even Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan

Williams thinks it is the best hope the Communion has of
avoiding future crises such as that it is now suffering due to
the actions of ECUSA and Canada’s Diocese of New

‘Westminster. Hence, various efforts to formulate a viable draft

retting underway.
ion in America Bishop John Rodgers, for ex-
ut forward a paper and suggested draft
bind participating provinces to apos-
owship, and teaching, and provide
ose who violate the pact.

d passage of such an agreement
2 number of years, though
I South provinces, at least,

2007. However, even

Honored

THE REV. DR. JOHN STOTT, eminent bib-
lical scholar and rector emeritus of All
Souls’, Langham Place, London, was in-
cluded in the Queen’s New Years’ Honors
He was awarded the CBE (Companion o;'
the British Empire) in recognition of his ser-
vices to Christian scholarship and the Chris-
tian world.

for Communion in Mission” makes
clear that the document takes a differ-
entapproach toward “binding the Communion together” than
the Windsor Report. It concentrates on mission and is ‘;dclib-
crately general in its principles.” It parallels but does not sup-
plant the Windsor Report’s proposal for a Communion—wige
Anglican covenant, said ACC Deputy Secretary General, the
Rev. Gregory Cameron. However, there is no indicatio’n S
far that ECUSA is willing to sign on to anything more d :
manding in terms of doctrine and accountability. &

What comes after General Convention? TCC‘will L1y tole.
amine that topic in the next issue. B - -
Sources included Episcopal News Service, The Living Church, VirtueOnline

Civil Partnerships Expose
Widening Chasm In C Of E

The Ghurch of England’s response to a new British law
permitting same-sex avil partnerships—which continues t\
evoke criticism from leaders in the wider Anglican Gommuy -
ion—has now exposed a growing divide over the issue amo i
G of E bishops. Re

“There is a deep, underlying disunity in the House of Bis
ops over whether there are situations when sexual relatio X
outside marriage can'be welcomed and blessed by the Churchnj
the Bishop of Chester, Peter Forster, said in January. The poli :
statement that the House issued on civil partnerships Em i}'
a stage in the perceived acceptance of sexual relations e
side marriage.” g

The new Civil Partnerships Act—purportedly aimed
addressing the needs of various sorts of domestic partn .
ships that may or may not be sexual—provides marriagc-ljir :
benefits for civil partners, 4. in such areas as taxes. next i‘
kin status, inheritance, and pension rights. e

The C of E’s Flouse of Bishops last summer reacted to th
Act by reaffirming that sex belongs within marriage, but statc
mg that clergy could register same-sex relationshi,ps 1f tlle-
pledge not to have sex. They barred church blessings of samc),,
sex civil partnerships—a rule that has already been floutediin
places since the law came into effect in December—
ed that clengy could not quiz laypersons about f'ix‘c
weir civil pantnerships before admitting t’hem;, to

ment denials, the ambiguous language of
ml:;as been widely scored as a dishones
Ly ge ‘




sexual couples from its provisions; and cites the withholding
of sexual relations as a potential reason for dissolving a part-
nership.) The € of E bishops recognize all this, but adopted
a lenient policy because the Act allows for the possibility of
civil partnerships that would accord with church teaching.

Since it was declared last summer, the bishops’ position—
and particularly the notion that the churchicanirely onipledges
of sexual abstinence by clergy in same-sex partnerships—has
continued to draw the ire of a number of global South An-
glican primates. Nigerian Primate Peter Akinola even called
for the € of E to either revise its policy or be suspended from
the Communionalongside the liberal North American prov-
inces. As the Archbishop of Canterbury himself has supported
the English policy, the outcome of contlict over the matter
could factor heavily in Anglican realignment.

IT WAS ONLY RECENTLY, though, that some € of E
bishops began insisting that the law and policy do not change
church teaching on marriage, while voicing frustration over the
impact of both on that same teaching, and underscoring that
clergy in civil partnerships should be celibate. At this writing,
though, it was not apparent that their public angst would be
enough to move the House of Bishops to reconsider its policy.

In December, three leading diocesan bishops—of Chichester
(John Hind), Durham (Tom Wiight), and Winchester (Michael
Scott-Joynt)—all released lettersand
statements to their dioceses that at-

THE BISHOP OF ROCHESTER, Michael
Nazir-Ali—one of several C of E bishops to
comment on the civil partnerships matter
recently—said  the House of Bishops’ policy
on it isia “recipe for confusion” and will “se-
verely test the Church's discipline.”

tempted to assure the faithful that
civil partnerships donot lead to gay
“marriage” for clergy, and warning
that discipline would be maintained for clergy registering same-
sex partnerships and/or attempting to have them blessed in
church. (“Disciplinary enquiries” are already underway in the
Diocese of Durham in the case of the church blessing of a
cleric and'his partner.)

Bishop Wright, for example, said that any clergymanin his
diocese entering intoa civil partnership would face questions.

“This would not (as s sometimes suggested) be “intrusive’
or ‘invasive’, but the proper exercise of pastoral oversight,” he
said. Thisis “notabout being ‘pro-gay’ or ‘anti-gay.’ [tis about
the due and'proper process of living together as a Church and
Communion.” He said that the rules can be changed, but not
without reference to the wider Communion.

Bishop! Scott-Joynt said that it was right for the govern-
ment to seek to rectify disadvantages and injustices faced by
people inisame-sex relationships, but not by “replicating, as
the Act does, for civil partnerships virtually every provision
that in existing law applies to marriage. To me, the Civil
Partnerships Act therefore undesmines the distinctiveness and
fundamentalimpostance toisociety of marriage by eftectively
equating same-sex relationships with it.”

“Recipe For Confusion”

In January, the Bishop of Rochester, Michael Nazir-Ali,
one of the C of E’s most senior prelates, called the bishops’
policy a “recipe for confusion,” since the House has “been
unable to say that civil partnerships entered into under this
legislation would be inconsistent with Christian teaching.”

In a letter to his clergy, Bishop Nazir-Ali said the policy
will “severely test the Church’s discipline and streteh pasto-
ral relationships to breaking point.”

He faulted it for giving bishops the task of “ensuring that
clergy who enter into these partnerships adhere to church
teaching in the area of sexuality, without giving the bishops
the clear means to do so.”

He said the House’s position had also “compromised pas-
toral discipline at the local level and pre-empted the relevant
canons” in the areas of lay preparation for baptismi and con-
firmation, and receiving Holy Communion.

Additionally, he castigated a remarkable action by the
church in connection with the new law, by which it gave the
government permission to change church legislation by or-
der so that the term “civil partner” was added wherever the
term “spouse” occurred.

Nazir-Ali argued that the church could have derogated from
the legislation on the grounds that its ambiguity is inconsistent
with fundamental Christian teaching on marriage and would
be unaceeptable to a substantial number of its members.

FOR HIS PART, Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Wil-
liams—who was closely questioned about civil partnerships
when he appeared at last fall’s global South to South En-
counter in Egypt—said' that a priest is liable to discipline if
he refuses “to declare that his civil partnership is not a sexual
union, or if [he/she volunteers] to the bishop that it is a
sexual union.” However, he admitted uncertainty about what
form the discipline would take, “since we are in the middle
of revising our disciplinary provision.”

But it is already clear that “discipline™ will vary from dio-
cese to diocese. The gay rights group, Changing Attitude,
claimed in December that none of the bishops it had surveyed
were going tojask clergy if their sexual relationships were con-
sistent with standards set by C of E bishops. Among those
prelates is the Bishop of Worcester, Peter Selby, who said last
July that he could not associate himself with the bishops’ pas-
toral advice because it failed to celebrate gay relationships.

The Rev. Richard' Kirker of England’s Lesbian and Gay
Christian Movementalso suggested last November that many
clergy will register gay partnerships secretly to avoid what he
termed an “inquisition.” Changing Attitudes advised clergy
registering civil partnerships to offer only the “minimum”™
to a bishop who questions them onithe subject.

A number of C of E clergy have already joined these who
have registered gay civil parntnerships in Britain—nearly 200
couples registered on' the first day the law went into effect—
and others are expected to tollow suit. The government ex-
pected 4,500 couples to become “partnered™ in the Law's
first year.

Sources includediThe Church of England Newspaper, The Living Church, The Daily Telegroph
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Women Bishops: C Of E Synod To
Review New Scheme For Orthodox

The Church of England’s General Synod agreed in Feb-
ruary to consider a compromise plan that could see women
bishops in 2012, making some Key decisions regarding; ecu-
menical relations and C of E traditionalists in the process.

First, the Synod, by remaining 001 COUrse with its Novem-

ber decision to start clearing the legal path for women bish-
ops, was seen as signaling that the “end of an ecumenical
dream” has been reached for reunion with Roman QCatho-
lics. The Times reported the disappointment of Cardinal
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, the leader of four million Ro-
man Catholics in England and Wales:

Qatholic bishops of the latter carlier warned that admit-
ting female bishops would cause problems within and out-
side of the C of E. They noted that Anglicans admit that
women’s ordination is still an unsettled question among them,
thus leaving doubts about the validity of the orders and sac-
ramental ministrations of female clerics.

Similarly, the Anglican Bishop in Europe, Geoffrey Rowell,
argued unsuccessfully that the C of E should recognize that
it is “proposing to do something about which' we are not
agreed,” and should “patiently work with our ecumenical

partners before we act to create further division.”

The Synod, meeting in Westminster, of course was told
that Roman Catholics remain intent on working with the
Church of England (and at least one of two international
Anglican-Roman Catholic exchanges is underway again af-
ter a lapse). But Fr. Anthony Milner, the Catholic repre-
sentative at the Synod, asked how Catholics could con-
tinue an “impaired” dialogue when disagreements within
olican Church itsclf make it “hard to make out who
talking to sometimes.”

)ND, THE SYNOD rejected proposals for a
use” approach to admitting women bishops—a
oving the innovation without further provi-
gically opposed—in the hope of avert-
exodus of objecting clergy and

THE BISHOP. OF FULHAM, John|Broadhurst, at the some 2,100-strong, F

ward in/Hope rally/of traditionalistsiin London January 28, shortly befogr'e t‘;lr_
General'Synod convened: Behind him are (from left) Bishops John Gaisfi 3
Keith/Newton, Andrew Burnham, Martyn Jarrett, Wallace Benn, Ro e
and!David Silk. Photo: Nick Spurling »Roger: Jupp,

transferred at its request from the diocesan (who is either a
woman or a man who shares in or approves of consecrating
women) to the Archbishop of Canterbury or York. The Arch-
bishop' would then authorize a male Provincial Regional
Bishop (PRB) to provide episcopal ministry to the parish.
The PRB would not be answerable to the diocesan bishop
and would take over the bishop’s responsibilities, in rclatior:
to the parish; in several areas, including pastoral care, and
sacramental'and disciplinary matters, including appoi utn;cnts
ministerial review, sponsorship of ordinands and ordi nations’
The oath of canonical obedience would be taken to the Arch—.
bishop through the PRB.

There are special provisions if the diocesan is himself a
dissentient, or if the archbishop is a woman, though because
of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s international role, cer-
tain conditions or restrictions may be applied in that c;sc

“We have identified a way forward which, we believe Has
the potential both to permit the admission of women tc; the
episcopate, and preserve the maximum degree of unity across
the Church of England,” Bishop Hill said. ;

Schism Already Exists

In his comments to the Synod, Archbishop of Canterbury
Rowan Williams said it was “not a question of legislating for
schism” because schism' existed already. The question was

1 after the C of E or-

to consider the main proyision
10d d province in the

AZATCA/
WWW.

how to handle the matter “prayerfully, mindfully and de-
cently and, [ would add, hopefully.”

In approving the motion moved by Archbishop Williams
the Synod agreed to “consider that an approach along the’
lines of “Transferred Episcopal Arrangements,” expressed in
a measure with an associated code of practice, merits further
exploration” as a way to help hold the church together in
the face of women bishops. The motion also invited! the
House of Bishops, as part of work following uponi the Roch-
ester Report on women bishops, to produce for the July
Synod meeting “a statement of the theological, ecumenical
nd canonical implications” of the TEA approach. Report-

y taking primary responsibility for the latter task will be

§ Bishop of Gloucester, Michael Perham.

N FAITH, UNITED KINGDOM (EIE-
raditionalist organization in the C of E,
male prelates would cre-




PERHAPS SURPRISINGLY; Archbishop! of
Canterbury Rowan Williams reminded the
Synod  that the orthodox view on women’s
ordination is, to those who hold it, not a
matter of opinion but of obedience.

ate a new set of problems that
would make current provisions for
dissentients inadequate. It has
therefore long called for a non-geo-
graphical third province in the C of E (as set forth in its
recently published work Consecrated Women?). FIE’s New
Directions said that the Guildford Report had rejected its
third province plan on the basis of something not contained
in it, and therefore that the Report had not actually rejected
what FIF had proposed.

HOWEVER, FIF WELCOMED  the Synod’s decision
“to devote a further six months toexploring” whether TEA
might be made suitable “for those who in conscience will be
unable to receive the ordination of women as bishops.”

“The general take on the proposals” among Anglo-Catho-
lics was “that TEA might just provide the basis of a provision”
that would offer sacramental assurance, “but that it didn’t 20
far enough,” EIF-UK Director Stephen Parkinson told TCG.
“The main shortcoming is that it proposes ‘sharing’ jurisdic-
tion; we want our bishops to have sole jurisdiction.”

Indeed, some pointed to the potential difficulties of hav-
ing up to three bishops covering the same TEA ground (the
Archbishop; the PRB; and the diocesan).

It wasnot yet clear if the Guildford /Gloucester group will
consult with the tradiionalists, as the Guildford Group had
failed to do before completing its report, “thoughiit is fair to
say that a number of its members consulted with various
people privately,” Parkinson said.

“What we will doiif TEA fails to/ be improved remains to be
seen,” he added, “but my hunch (and'it’s no more than that)
is that they will improve it. The questoniis, by how much?”

For revisionists to' have women bishopsiin the € of E with-
out causing a schism, “PRBsimust be given their ownidioceses
with all the power of ordinaries,” maintained one observer
and academician, Roland Morant. He said' the framework for
suchidioceses already exists in'the four groupings based around
the three PEVs and' the Bishopi of Fulham, London, the Rt.
Rev. Broadhurst (also FIE’s chairman), who' ofters episcopal
care to orthodox London parishes outside of his area.

ENGLISH EVANGELICALS; some of whom! have also
supported their own version of a third province plan, appear to
agrec onithe jurisdictional issue when it comes to women in the
episcopate. _

The Rev. David Holloway of Reform, which opposes the
consecration of female bishops, said the “only solution will
be fully alternative oversight,” with the “visit9r bish.op” be-
ing the bishop. For Evangelicals—whose C of E punshc.s are
generally the largest and show the most growth—"the issue
is:not the sacraments but male headship,” he said.

Presently, more than 1,000 out of a total of 13,000 par-
ishes have passediresolutions banning the appointment of a

woman as their vicar, and 315 of those have also opted for

the care of flying bishops. And on three weeks® notice re-
cently, FIF—which is the largest group in the C of E after
the Mothers’ Union—sold out of tickets to a buoyant Lon-
don rally held shortly before the February Synod meeting;
over 2,000 traditionalists packed Central Hall, Westminster,
to capacity on January 28

FIF’s Bishop Broadhurst, one of several speakers at the
rally, spoke of his “sadness” that the Guildford Group had
not contacted FIF while working on its report, and suggested
that traditionalists were being treated like children.

“We were never consulted. We were just told what was avail-
able,” Broadhurst said to applause. That is rather like a child
being summoned by his father to the study in some Victorian
melodrama and being told that it had been decided that he
would go to boarding school, he said. “Have we no voice?
Are we children to be decided for? Or are we Christian broth-
ers and sisters to be listened to, heard and attended t02”

He noted that while the number of clergy and' communi-
cants in the C of E is declining, the number of parishes peti-
tioning against women priests is “continually growing in spite
of quite severe pressure in some dioceses.” The “flving bish-
ops” have established themselves as guardians of the faith, “and
we have in a real sense become a people with our own bish-
ops,” with “real life,” and “growth,” Broadhurst said.

“The real questions for Anglicans is where does their Au-
thority come from and how does the Church which claims
to be Catholic, having only the faith of the undivided Church,
cope with the desire to liberalize and to conform to the con-
temporary world? The problem will not...go away... Those of
us who believe that the [C of E| has no authority from God,
or even of itself, to ordain women to the priesthood and
episcopate have no choice but to continue our opposition
and tosstand by our principles.”

BROADHURST’S POINT was driven home by no less
than the Archbishop of Canterbury a few days later. FIF hailed
the words with which Dr. Williams brought the Synod de-
bate on women bishops to a close:

“People have talked at times about... how the Church can live
with diffevences of opinion. I think that.. for these who are not
content...that we showld [proceed toward) ordaining women as
bishops, the problem is not one of opinion, it’s rather one of obe-
dience. It’s one of obedience to Seripture, or obedience ta the
consensus of the Church Catholic. And, while that’s not a view
L'wholly share, I'think we ought to recognize that that’s where it
comes froms those who hold to it are not just thinking ‘this is a
mater of opinton.” And thevefore it is vightly and wnderstand-
ably a lot hayder to deal with dissent if you are talking abowt
what fundamentally comes down to w question of whether you
obey God or human authority...”

Yet another remarkable comment made during the Synod’s
Eebruary debate—this one taking a strip off of liberal Epis-
copal Church leaders—came from Bishop Pete Broadbent
of Willesden, London. Broadbent said:

“We need to recognize the ecclesial vealities that are crecping
up on us... You cannot compel poople to accept vou as o bishop
whether you like it or not. We want to find ways as & church of

accepting that vewlity. A one-cluuse measwre does not belp us. Ie
o
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wall not provide the safoguards others ave looking for: ﬁat word

safequards is important. Just look across the Atlantic ind s:;e
what happens when a church has the power of bishops to.be ab. ¢
to compel people to do what they want. Some of our brotfhrrs n
ECUSA are behaving intolerably, intolerantly and arbirarily
rowards parishes that don’t agree with them becanse they have
the power to1do so and they aie not covered. by any kﬂfd of lf;ﬂ‘j‘
lation. They are forcing people out of ECUSA. That is the 7enl-
ity. A one-clause measwre will be suspected. by many people of
being in that same dk.”

Afccrding to one source, a little less than half of the 38
Anglican Communion provinces ordain wonien to/one or
more levels of ministry. The BBC recently reported that 14
of those provinces have agreed to women bishops. How-
ever, only two of them currently have female prelates, :and
the vast majority of ordained women are concentrated ina
handful of mostly western provinces. l
Sources: The Times, Church Times, BBC, The Church ofiEngland Newspaper.

Church Struggles Intensify
In'Northern Virginia
A war of words broke out recently between Ugandan Arch-
Henry Orombi and Virginia Bishop Peter Lee over the
tter’s treatment of Fr. Phil Ashey, who, with his pansh, Seuth

ed that he was deposed.
cd that he had explicitly refused to signi a
g ination during a meeting with di-

unciation,” said Ashey, who is
nzori diocese, led by Bishop
iest in good standing of the

ige of Canon
ichi 2 priest is

VIRGINIA BiSHop py

(left) and Ugandan Arcl:E'

\
(49 2 1 8
This kind of I€-invent.

‘ ; ‘ | Ing of the plain Meanip
of a text is the same problem we are facing today thl’OUgh i
Anglican Communion with regard to bishops ang leaglers ilc
ECUSA reinventing the plain meaning of Scripture,” the ArchI}
bishopiadded.

The Orombi letter concluded that Lee’s actions in deposin
Fr. Ashey constitute his “notice that the Bishop and Diocese ogf
Virginia have broken communion with the Church of Uganda »

On the following day, Bishop Lee responded. Fap froﬁl
showing any genuine regret for his action, Lee complained
that “you and the [Ugandan Church] have chosen to exer
cise episcopal acts outside the jurisdiction of your province
without collaboration with me, and contrary to: my under-
standing of traditional Anglican principles.”

BUT BISHOP LEE soon had other problems to worry
about in the increasingly restive suburban Washington re-
gion of his diocese, which is home to its largest, wealthiest,
and most conservative parishes.

On January 22, the leadership of the largest of these par-
ishes—The Falls Church, home to 2,200 Episcopalians—is-
sued a courteous but firm letter signed by the parish’s senior
and junior wardens calling on their bishop to “repent and
return toithe truth.” At issue was his support of the conse-
cration of gay cleric V. Gene Robinson and his failure to
oppose other clements of the pan-sexualist agenda.

The letter expressed “griefat your complicity in the errors
of the 2003 Episcopal General Convention” and exhorted
Lee to come back “to the standard that God has always called
His people touphold? in relation to chastity. It said that the
bishop’s public statements citing putatively scriptural reasons
for theinclusion of unrepentant homosexuals were examples
of “selective and careless exegesis that could be invoked o
condone sin, sexual and otherwise.”

The Falls Church letter came after the end of a series of
discussions spearheaded by the parish’s rector, Fr. John Yates.
In'the summer of 2005, he had led'a group of 20/ conserva:

- tive Virginia clergy to confront the bishop over his policies:

Inasermon preached on Noyember 1 3, Yates said the grou}i
had told! che bishop that “there are many of us who will 20

€pt the new morality...and it may mean majox svch;sm-t’ 4
COMes to tha L ‘ ttle for
- €OmCEs o) that, there may be a huge ba Lof817

gle cannot be ;p-l’€d15tcd
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Responding to the Ealls Church letter, Bishop Ice com-
plained that it “appears tlpt You are dCeusing me of talse
teaching, lying, and Prevarication and Youl find me guilty.”?

In an attempt at exculpation, he claimed consistently to
have taught that “the normatjye CONLEXt for sexya| inthﬁacv
islife-long, heterosexual, monogamoys Marriage However
this claim might be taken as another example oftendcnti()u;
episcopal Parsing, for the term “normatiye context” js fie.
quently used to Jmpl_\' rha.t there are other contexts which,
though not normative, might be aceeptable.

The bishop did meet with members of The Falls Church in
what was described by Fr. Yates a5 “a somewhat strained' fam -
ily talk about difficult family issues,” though he also said thag
“it was one of the best meetings weve ever had with hjm »

ACN Offers New Structure For
Foreign-Linked Ex-ECUSA Parishes

In'another signi of the times, the growing number of pa-
rochial affiliates of the U.S. Anglican Communiog Network
(ACN) that are under the oversight of foreign Anglican pre|-
ates are poised to organize as a special ACN convocation,

Representatives of more than 70/ of the Network’s
1,000-plus congregations will meet together in Kansas
this March), Pittsburgh Bishop Robert Duncan, ACN
Moderator, announced in February.

“The ten dioceses and'six convocations ofthe Network
will'shortly be joined by a seventh ‘international? convo-
cation,” he said.

Currently, five of the convocations in the some
250,000-communicant Network cover member parishes
In geographic areas outside of ACN-aligned Episcopal
Churchi ( ECUSA) dioceses; asixth non-geographicalicon-
Vocation is populated by the traditionalist EGUSA orga-
nization, Forward in Faith, North America (which re-
cently yoted to make all its member parishes part of the
ACN unless they specifically opt out). The prospective
HEW convocation would consist of ACN parishes that felt
sompelled to leave ECUSA but are under the oversight
0f bishopsiin other Anglican Communion provinees.

“These 70 congregations, while no longer a part of'
ECUSA, haye been parishes of the Network from day
CRERDUnCan: said. They are now under the jurisdiction
Of dioceses in four Anglican provinces: Uganda, South-
i Cone, Kenya and Central Aftica.

“These congregations, whose circumstances have
Changeq g drastically, are being invited to transfer from
theirpreseny convocation into this new seventh convoca-
O s el
“Given their new circumstances and! the challenges of
FSISightand Partnership at such distances, it seemed ap-
Piate 1, ‘eorganize them to function together.”
8athering of clengy and wardens from these

Willbe held March 22-24 and will be hosted by
1ch, Overland Park, Kansas, a Network ¢on-
B0 e D o of Rampala, Uganda. B

‘NONE OF THIS dpPpears to have caused the bishop or
dl()ngc to deviate from their PrEsent course, however.

_ Evidence for this Was on display less than a week after The
Palls.(].]urch letter was issued. when the Diocese of Virginia
MEt In its Annyal Council in Richmond. The Council con-
solidated 1] resolutions dealing with the crisis in the Angli-
can Communion ang ECUSA into a single omnibus resolu-
tion;, which: avoided taking sides in favor of “dynamic con-
Versation.” By o substantial margin (274-169) delegates re-
tused to amend a resolution calling for respect of one
another’s views on controversial issues so that it would also
atfirmi that “sexua] relations should be confined to marriage
between one man and one woman.”

In his address to the Council, Bishop Lee claimed that
People “are tired of bickering” and wanted to get on with
the church?s mission.

WITHIN DAYS OF THE COUNGCIL meeting, a con-
gregational meeting of'the 230-member Church of the Holy
Spirit ini Ashburn voted 88-0 to depart the Virginia diocese
and ECUSA and join Fr. Ashey and his flock in the Ruwenzori
diocese.

A February 6 statement from the CONgregation—mnow re-
named Church of the Holy Spirit, Anglican— sajq it had “re-
turned to full communion with a large majority of the world-
wide Anglican Communion, which has declared cither bro-
ken or impaired communion with ECUSA >

Holy Spirit, led by the Rev. © lancy Nixon, was founded n
2001 as a mission of Truro Church in Fairfax, another large
Evangelical parish in the Virginia diocese. It does NOt OWN
any land or buildings, so will continue worshiping at an el-
cmentary school in Ashburn, though it plans a capital cam-
paign to secure its first permanent home. No PIOpPErty issues
were at stake in the South Riding case, either, W

Sources: Churchiof the HolySpirit, The Washington Times, VirtueOnline, Presbyterians Week.
The Washington Post, Richmond Times-Dispatch, The Living Church

Ten Florida Parishes Leave;
Others Plan To Follow

Could the Episcopal Diocese of Elorida be a microcosm of
what muchiofithe U.S. Episcopal Church (ECUSA) will look
like atter General Convention this June:

If so, it won’t be pretty. ‘

Realignment has been underway in EGUSA fora while, of
course, but in the Florida diocese it has hit unusually hard,
and thereiis no let-up in sight. :

Most members of ten congregations have separated from
the Florida diocese and ECUSA, almost all of them i.n recent
weeks, and some reports say that up to 18 other parishes are
prepating to go:as well: £ ' T

Eachi parish that has'left is now or wnl‘l be und‘cr th,g‘ o’\cr-
sight of one of several foreign Anglican Communion bmlu,}'ptsi.
FlBrida Episcopal BishopSamuel Johnson Etlm\'ard has lﬂ‘("!\l‘t‘t‘
to inhibit some of the clergy who‘h;n-e \x":‘ttuimwn;,“ md }:As
begun efforts to recover property from seceded parishes thae
are stll occupying the same.

ml“;:vl.l lci:&;zp{;bi churches include the “Florida Siv™ congre-

ich had unsuccesstully appealed to Howard for full
gations which'had unsuccesstully appe ful
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D.C. Diocese Affirms
Same-Sex Blessings

The Episcopal Diocese of Washington, D.C. has come
through once again as one of the most reliably liberal oni the
planct.

Its late January convention approved a resolution reaffirm-
ing “the authority of individual parishes” to develop and
adopt rites for the blessing of same-sex unions. :

Gay blessing ceremonies have been going of unofficially in
the diocese for years, and Washington Bishop John Chane
authorized a rite for them in 2004, which he used in a com-
mitment ceremony for one of his priests and his partner. (Th"—_

nite is evidently not currently in public use, however, as part of

a temporary ban pending the Episcopal General Convention.)

The resolution passed by the convention maintained. thz}t
the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, pagc 13, gives indi-
vidual Episcopal parishes the authority to formulate and adopt
rites for homosexual unions. The resolution also rcafﬁrmcd
the right of diocescs to elect bishops in accordance with the

chureh’s constitution and canons (apparently meaning to say
they can elect whatever sort of bishop they want, no matter
what the wider church says). At the same time, it commended

Washington’s bishops for attempting to find common ground

in the Anglican Communion.
Speaking in support of the resolution, the Rt. Rev. Bar-
bara Harris, who is now an assisting bishop in Washington,

said it is within the authority of ordained priests to bless as
they see fit “houses, boats, hounds, horses and people.”

The convention postponed indefinitely a proposed resolu-
tion on compliance with the 2004 Windsor Report, which secks
a halt on blessing and consecrating those in same-sex unions.

“The diocese is now officially Unitarian,” commented
Episcopal e-journalist David Virtue.

ADVANGE INTEREST IN THE CONVENTION was
stimulated, though, by some media reports that the diocese
would nominate the late U.S. Supreme Court Justice,
Thurgood Marshall, for sainthood.

Not quite. But the convention did ask the 2006 General
Convention to include Justice Marshall in the Episcopal
Church’s book of notable Christians, Lesser Feasts and Fasts.

Marshall successfully argued the landmark 1954 civil rights
case Browm v. Bowrd of Education before the Supreme Court,
and was the first African-American named to the high court
when he was appointed by President Lyndon Johnson in
1967. He was a lifclong Episcopalian and a member of St.
Augustine’s Episcopal Church in' southwest Washington,
where his widow, Cissy, still worships.

The diocesan resolution calls for the Bishop of Washing-
ton to declare May 17, the date of the decision striking down
segregated schools in Bromwn, day to commemorate the
Christian witness of Marshall throughout the diocese. H
Sources: Episcopal News Service, The Living Church, The Washington Times

copal oversight. Five of these—Grace, Orange
> and Redeemer, Jacksonville; St. Michael’s;
St. Luke’s Community of Life, Tallahassee,
uary 1. The sixth, Calvary, Jacksonville,

upported pro-gay policies in
ishes objected to the fact
union with bishops

ly homosexual cleric
Frank Griswold,

FLORIDA BISHOP John Howard, it now appears, could
lose uptoia third of his congregations.

Three other Florida parishes—Epiphany,
Jacksonville; Good Samaritan, Orange Park;
and'St. Teresa in Wakulla County—plan: to
break with BCUSA if it does not reverse
course at June’s General Convention.

Several other Elorida parishes are’ mak-
ing similar plans, but have not yet made formal announce-
ments, said the Anglican Alliance of Norxth Florida, towhich
the seceded and several other faithful congregations belong.

EOQUR OFTHE TEN congregations that have left so far
have already vacated their property and' buildings, and a fifth
(St. Luke’s) will continue meeting in rented' space. Five oth-

ers—Grace, All Souls, Redeemer, Nativity, and St. James—

were set to hold out against Howard’s insistence that they
linquish the property that they said parishioners;, not the
cese, had'paid for and maintained.
Howard’s fisst target was the 1,300-member Grace
urch, led by the Rev. Sam Pascoe. Founded in 1880, and
1a’s second largest Episcopal parish in terms
-, Grace has alarge, 17-building campus.
rish’s attorney responded to a mid-Janu-
to turn over the property with offers
npus from the diocese. That ef-




cese whereby the departing congregation would vacate the
property after Easter.

Pascoe earlier noted that the parish pays $200,000 on its
mortgage each year, plus maintenance and insurance costs.
“The bishop will inherit an empty building and an awful lot
of bills,” he said.

Reportedly, the diocese is open to negotiating the sale of
All Souls? at fair market value to the congregation. The other
PLOPELty matters were u nrcsolvcd.ar .th'is writing. :

On January 11, Bishop Howard inhibited seven priests who
had quit the diocese from performing priestly duties thcrcin,ﬁ
on the grounds that they had “abandoned the communion of
this church,” though in this case as in'many others, the clergy
are serving within the wider Anglican Communion, to/which
EQUSA still claims to belong. In addition to Pascoe, those
inhibited were the Rev. Frs. Neil Lebhar (Redeemer); Alex
Farmer (St. Michael’s); James Needham (St. Luke’s); James
McGaslin (All Souls); Robert Sanders (Jacksonville Anglican
Fellowship); and David Sandifer (Calvary, Jacksonville).

The Alliance said it does not consider the inhibitions to be
relevant, since the priests in question are no longer part of
the Episcopal diocese. : .

Meanwhile, in a January letter to his flock which seemed
aimed at damage control, Howard reported good news about
the diocese from his perspective; asserted that he and the
diocese are in compliance with the Windsor.ReporF, and are
working to move the Episcopal Hou.sc of Bishops in the di-
rection the Report specifies; and laid the groundwork for
Jegal action on church property Matters. '

The Anglican Alliance of North Flo.rlda was formec.i in the
fall of 2005 as a way to begin gthermg tggcther Biblically
faithful congregations in the Angh.can tradition. It Cur'rcndy
consists of 16 member congrcgatxons.and 42 clergy.m the
North Florida area. These include pz'mshes _ah'gnc_d with ic
Anglican Communion Network, Anglican Missioniin America,
and other Anglican churches represented by the Common
Gause movement. B
Sources: Anglican Alliance of North Flerida, The Florida Times-Union, Tallahassee Demo-
crat, Clay County, Line

Penn. Faithful Forced Out Of
Building After Long Struggle

Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court has. ruled that thc'tradi-
tionalist Church of St. James the Less in East.Falls, Philadel-
Vowns its property, but is bound by Episcopal Church
X SA) canons that say all' parish property is held in trust
“diocese and national church.
'ﬁ@W-iﬂdeClldCﬂt St. James—which left ECUSA in
er concluding that its orthodox faith would' not be
‘olerated in the diocese as led by Bishop Charles Bennison—
was to turn over its historic building to'the diocese at the end
. All parishioners appeared poised to follow the
lev. David Ousley, tolbegin worshiping elsewhere.

q

| the diocese, an' arduous legal battle, and
nd a half of orthodox Anglican witness in an
neighborhood, which—until the dio-

pi 2w bk ns "'"— ¥

‘THE CHURCH and surrounding churchyard of St. James the Less, Phila-
delphia, viewed/from the east. Photo: John Heidengren

cese sued for the property—included an acclaimed classical
school for mostly disadvantaged children.

Ironically, it also comes as the victor in the casc, Bishop
Bennison, is himself facing ouster moves. Bennison has re-
jected a unanimous call from the diocesan Standing Com-
Mittee to resign or retire over trust, leadership and financial
issues, but has agreed to mediation conducted by national
church personnel. The bishop also faces still-pending civil
lawsuits stemming from his widely rejected move to depose
orthodox cleric David Moyer, who, though now a Continu-
ing Church bishop, remains rector of Good Shepherd,
Rosemont, which is still aligned with ECUSA. (See more in
following story.)

In earlier stages of the St. James case, the Orphans Court
and the Commonwealth Court ruled that the parish’s prop-
crty was owned by the diocese. The Pennsylvania Supreme
Court reversed the Commonwealth Court, ruling that “St.
James retains legal title to its property,” but holds it in trust
for the diocese.

St. James had argued that the application of ECUSA’s 1979
“Dennis Canon,” which imposes a trust in favor of the dio-
cese and national churchi on all parish Property, was wrong
in'its case, partly because the congregation had never ex-
pressly agreed to the canon and because it “takes St. James’
property on the basis of a religious canon alone.”

Pennsylvania courts do generally apply “neutral principles
of law™ in settling church property disputes, but the state
Supreme Court held that the parish “is bound by the Denmnis
Canon under neutral principles of law: as well as the fact that
St. James had already agreed to place its Property intrust for
the diocese prior to the enactment of the Dennis Canon.™

St. James’ charter states in part that the parish “accedes to,
recognizes, and adopts the constitution, canons, doctring, dis-
cipline, and worship of the [diocese and national chureh]...”
The court decision noted that charter changes cannot be made
without dioeesan consent.

The court did not consider an appeal of, and therefore let
stand, the finding in'lower courts that the parish acted out-
side state parish law when, in 1999—before its secession from
the diocese—it merged St. James™ into a non-profit corpora-
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THE NAVE AND ALTAR of St. James the Less, Philadelphia, before its

final Evensong on February 19. Photo: john Heidengren

tion formed two years earlier, By that means it adopted' a
new church corporate charter which did not recognize a re-
lationship with the diocese or ECUSA.
The court also let stand the Commonwealth Court’s find-
ing that four vestry members, Karl H. Spacth, Gary E.
Sugden, Becky S. Wilhoite and Robert Snead, were liable for
damages incurred as a result of the merger and subsequent
lawsuit. It is unclear whether Bishop Bennison will seck such
damages from the four vestry persons, one of whom (Snead)
is now deceased. ;i i
One member of the state Supreme Court, Justice Newman,
Wrote a scparate Opinion concurring in the ruling that the
_ property belonged to the parish, but dissenting on the exist-
ence of a trust, based primarily on a previous precedent in
the case known as Beaver-Butler.
In its ruling, however, the statc high court denied that it
violated this precedent, asserting that the facts of the St, James
case were somewhat different than those of the Presbyterian
i church and denomination in Beaver-Butler, ¢4, the Presby-
} terian Book of Order did not cite a trust or bar parishes

: | from disaffiliating at the time the local Presbyterian church
f seceded. However 'Banslcy,.main;taincd that the court had
z altered its standards of what constitutes an implicd trust in
b4 opderso find for the diocese.

a0

v. Property
pointed at the decision,” said
Nes 101 2 ars.
cople are forced to decide between
: will | a part of our

implications within ECUSA only for St. James. The casc also
does not appear to resolve the question of whether the Dennis
Canon is sufficient to create a trust, an issue that affects many
Episcopal parshes, Er. Ousley said. Additionally, as carlier noted
Bishop Bennison is facing serious pressure in the diocese 0\'c;
his continued leadership and the diocese’s financial situation.

In the particular case of Good Shepherd, the St. James de-
cision has no negative effect, said Philadelphia attorney John
H. Lewis Jir., who represents Bishop Moyer in his civil l:;\vsuits
against Bishop Bennison.

«Indeed, there are parts of the opinion that are favorable
to the position of Good Shepherd,” he said.

«Secondly, the decision has absolutely no cffect on the
issues, of fraud, collusion and bad faith,” which are among
the matters at stake in the lawsuits against Bennison. Those
suits remain as a barrier to any attempt to move against the
property, Lewis assernted.

“Thirdly, the decision resulted from the unique facts relat-
ing to St. James the Less. Their documents and...actions...are
fundamentally different than the documents and actions of
Good Shepherd.”

FINAL SERVICES at St. James for the departing congre-
gation were held Eebruary 26, with a spccial Evensong the
Sunday prior to allow supporters from outside the parish to
worship with members at the historic church one last time.

«Bennison says he will have a vibrant congregation [ there |
but his track record of inner city church closures shows othj
erwise,” Ousley said.

Te said he and his flock—renamed St. Michael the Arch-
angel and remaining independent for now—will be worship-
ping at a “nice facility” a few miles away, a chapel at West
Laurel Hill Gemetery on Belmont Avenue in Bala Cvn\vya
Sunday services will be at 9:30/a.m.., but the first services at.
the new location were set for Ashi Wednesday. Happily, he
noted, “a number of people in the congregation are gciéin
excited about the new possibilities.” [l .

Sources included The Living Church, Episcopal News Service, VirtueOnline, The Philadelphi
Inquirer, The Fallser I

Bennisoni Rebuffs Call To Resign

The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania’s strongly revisionist
bishop, Charles Bennison, recently said he “absoluiely” would
not accede to the request of his entire diocesan Standin
Committee that he resign or retire by March 31. -

He subsequently agreed to mediation overseen by the na-
tional church, but was recently reported to be confident that
he will keep his job-

The Standing Committee’s call for Bennison to go—the
clearest sign yet that he has alienated moderates and liberals
as well as conservatives in his diocese—was prompted b
matters related to trust and finances. ‘ ¢

Standing Committee President, the Rev. William Wood
asserted that Bennison is “‘economical’ with the truth,” ané
that lack of trust in him is “paralyzing the diocese.” |

ry 29 letter from: the whole Standing Committee



soning with the bishop about fiscal management and trust
matters, beginning with mediation in the carly days of his
episcopacy in 1999.” ; A

Bennison maintains that the Committee is “opposed to
the forward direction I’ve beenileading the diocese.”

In recent years, the diocese has spent between $9.6 and
$1 1.6 million in unrestricted net ;llssct‘s 1n order to n?cet Pro-
gram expenses as parochial contributions have declined. ;

“At this point, we do not know whether we have $4 mil-
lion or zero available trust funds; to fund the 2006 budget,?
the Standing Committee said. “h.ndowmcnt‘fund? have bc§n
used and are gone that had prcvmt}sly pr<.>v1d.cd income for
our ongoing ministries. The level of spending is guch that we
are relying on trust funds, that may no longer exist, to cover
a budget deficit for 20().6.”. : , ' .

But, with the bishop msns'tmg th”at his resignation is “not
in the best interests of the diocese, %t s.ecmcd that. the juris-
diction could be in for a tug of war similar to'that in the late
1990s in the Diocese of New ]ctrscy. Thcrc, Bishop Joe MgF
ris Doss held out against calls from diocesan leaders for him
to leave, but eventually took a severance package valued at
$1.2 millien to do so. :

T WAS BENNISON HIMSELF who announ;ed in a
January 255 letter to his ﬂq:k that the Standing Cpmm1nee had
unanimously voted for him to step do.wn a§ spmtua‘d leader of
the 65,000-mcmber diocese ccnt‘ercd in Phlladelp.hla. s

<[ said in'my address at the diocesan convention las_t No-
vember that if you felt that I were not leading the dxoce§e
frectively and asked me to. resign, I would pray about it,
cnz if T felt it were God’s will, I would do so,” the 62-year-
and,

VIrote.

OIC\iAEESitZZ 1}?ours, however, the bishop said he was “done
ln » and was staying. “Our disagreements are not a rea-
pri}’;org c,lissolving our relationships \.vith one another,” he said.
£ After an all-day meeting with his staff on January 26, he
said i: was best to “pursue together”a rigorous long-term

process for addressing Our.Pl‘Obl,cms?. e 4
In early February, the ghoccse s 12 regional deans, acting
with the approval of Bennison and Wood, asked c PI'CS"ldlng

|
¥
{ |

ING THE THOUSANDS who took part i.n Washington’s March for
”iihe 33rd anniversary of Roe v. Wade in January were 16 mem-
‘ faditionalist Church of the Good Shgph.erd, Rosemont,
including fivelyoungsters, and the.parlsh sirector, theiRt,
rer (far right). Bishop Moyer'siwife, Rita (center), orga-
hers. Among others pictured (four of the group are not
iBonaventuroi(far left), headiof the parish's National
Episcopaliansifor Life chapter, who attended the first
1976, and Good Shepherd’s curate, Fr. Al Scharbach

bishop’s Office of Pastoral Development for assistance. The
Office’s Executive Director, the Rt. Rev. E. Clayton Matthews,
agreed to lead the diocese through a process of mediation,

Demolition Derby

Bennison holds revisionist views on Jesus Christ (whom
he believes was a sinner); scripture (which he says the Church
wrote, and' can rewrite): sexuality (he has recommended a
NEW marriage ceremony for heterosexuals and homosexuals
employing rites used by the Visigoths); and women’s ordi-
nation. In a recent issue of The Pennsylvania Episcopalian,
he reportedly questioned the “historical accuracy” of the SVn-
optic gospels and put them in the same category as the words
on the Soviet War Memorial in Berlin (&)

HE IS PERHAPS BEST KNOWN, though, for his ef-
forts to break upia multi-congregational, traditionalist Strong-
hold in his diocese. After he became the diocesan in 1998,
conservatives say he reneged on a pledge to continue a sys-
tem of alternate episcopal care for faithful parishes.

Since then, his efforts have led to: the departure of St. James
the Less, Philadelphia, a now-independent congregation which
was to be evicted fromits historic building at the end of Febru-
ary following a successful lawsuit by Bennison and the diocese;
the departure of members of St. John’s, Huntingdon Valley,
sans property, for the Anglican Mission in America; the
delicensing of the rector of All Saints’, Wynnewood, the Rev.
Eddy Rix, who nonetheless continues to serve the parishiamid a
tense stand-offibetweenitand the bishop; and Bennison’s widely
rejected deposition of the orthodox rector of Good Shepherd,
Rosemont, David Moyer, who is now a bishop in the Tradi-
tional Anglican Communion, though Good'Shepherd, which
he still leads, remains alignedwith the U.S. Episcopal Church.

Bennison’s move to defrock Moyer gave rise to three, still-
pending civil lawsuits. The first seeks compensatory and pu-
nitive damages from the bishop (asan individual and as Bishop
of Pennsylvania) stemming from his initial “inhibition” of
Moyer; the second alleges fraud, collusion and bad taith, and
seeks compensatory and punitive damages for the “depaosi-
tion” of Moyer and an order setting that deposition aside. In
a third action, the insurance company for the diocese has
sued/it and Bennison for a declaration that there is no insur-
ance coverage for the Moyer lawsuit because of what it says
was fraud committed by Bennison. The insurance company
joined Moyer as a party, said his attorney, John H. Lewis jr.

Bishop Mover told TCG: “I called for the resignation of
Charles Bennison four years ago because of his false teach-
ings and duplicity, and his fraudulent actions towards me.™
He said he was “pleased™ by the Standing Commitree’s re-
quest for Bennison to step down, “but call upon them to
recognize that his failure as a bishop began with dishonesty
and the abandonment of his vows to guard the fajth.”

Of the two lawsuits filed against Bennison, Moyer stated:
“Unless resolved, the litigation I commenced will continue
even if the bishop resigns.”

Lewis added that, where the two Moyer lawsuits assert
claims against Bennison as Bishop of Pennsylvania, the plain-
tiff resenves the right to press those claims againse the ecle-

e
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SlaSth:ﬂ‘ authority in the absence of a bishop, the Standing
Committee, and /or Bennison’s successor.

.MORE RECENTLY, however, it scems that unhappiness
with B.cnnison has spread beyond traditionalist ranks in Penn-
§ylvama, due to such factors as a lack of candor and collegial-
ity, a fall-off in diocesan income, and how much and for what
reasons money is being spent or proposed to be spent.

One Pennsylvania cleric cited the “exorbitant renovation
of the cathedral” and “white clephant projects” scemingly
geared to allow the bishop to build a kind of “pyramid” for
himself in the diocese.

Bennison suffered a tacitvote of no confidence at November’s
diocesan convention, when delegates rejected his $4.8 million
budget for 2006, which planned to use $1'.2 million in'endow-
ment funds to balance the budget. Delegates also called for the
finance and property committee to be clected by the conven-
tion instead of appointed by Bennison, and rejected his move
to require that parishes tthe to the diocese.

Now operating under an interim budget that cuts spend-
ing by over $300,000, the diocese plans a special convention
March 25 to adopt a permanent budget for 2006. ®
Sources included The Philadelphia Inquirer, The Living Church, VirtueOnline

Fourth Parish Departs
Los Angeles Diocese

The Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles was already busy
trying to appeal its failed bid to recover the property of three
scceded conservative parishes, and now a fourth congrega-
has left.

The some 260-member St. Tuke’s-of-the-Mountains, La
escenta, California, voted February 13 to disaffiliate with
s Angeles diocese and the U.S. Episcopal Church
the three parishes that earlier left, St. Luke’s
h the Diocese of Luweero, Uganda.
<0 ary 14 letter to clergy, Los Angeles Bishop Jon
~ Brunosaid hewas “decply disappointed” in the congregation’s
on, sa h: 1d the diocese had worked with it in
rayed “that we may come
s flock. The warm, fuzzy

of St. Luke’s
canons and

two clergy serving at the parish who are canonically resident
in other dioceses: the Rev. Andrew Ray and the Rev. Dou-
glas Folsom.

Er. Jackson said the efforts at reconciliation with the dio-
cese were unable to “bridge the theological chasm between us
or bring [ECUSA] back into communion with most of the
Anglican world that has severed ties with the U.S. church.”

IN JANUARY, Orange County Superior Court Judge
David Velasquez dismissed the last of the lawsuits seeking the
return of property from the seceded parishes of St. James’ in
Newport Beach, All Saints’ in Long Beach, and St. David’s in
North Hollywood. As noted, the diocese is appealing its [oss.

Eric Sohlgren, St. James’ attorney, said that: “The court
has ruled repeatedly that, in California, an organization can-
not confiscate someone’s property simply by passing an inter-
nal rule,” a reference ECUSA’s 1979 “Dennis Canon.” That
would “be like belonging to an Auto Cluband the Auto Club
saying that because you’re a member, the Auto Club gets to
confiscate your car. It’s just not the law in California and the
court has been very consistent with that.”

The California approach to church property matters has
been more favorable to seceding congregations than that in
many other states, however.

Sources included!St. James' Church, Diocese of Los Angeles, North County Times, The
Living Church

Realignment Hits San Diego

The Diocese of San Diego had seemed untouched by An-
glican! realignment, but now two congregations have lefe it
and the U.S. Episcopal Church (ECUSA) in quick succession.

One report claims that they may be followed by several
other parishes, some of them perhaps encouraged after three
congregations successfully seceded from the Diocese of Los
Anggeles with their church property.

The latest to quit the San Diego diocese is the 250-member
St. Anne’s, Oceanside, California, which dates from 1889,
Ninety-seven percent of the congregation voted to leave
ECUSA for the wider Anglican Communion; and specifically
for the “jurisdictional oversight” of the Bishop of Bolivia, Frank
Lyons, in the Anglican province of the Southern Cone, led by
Archbishop Greg Venables. While many departing parishes
point specifically to ECUSA’s violation of Anglican sexuality
teaching, St. Anne’s cited its reasons for [eaving in more gen-
eral terms.

“We are a biblically orthodox church that accepts Jesus
Christ as the One and Only Lord and Savior, and acknowl-
edges the authority of the Holy Scripture as the Word! of:
| 7said Connie Fowle, a congregationalileader. “Our de-
. not to an institution. When'an institution
resents our understanding of God’s Word' and

t have the courage and faith to stand by our
i 5 come.”

- “much deliberation, dialogue, and
onse to trends inf ECUSA that have
as seen, “progressively...

Continued on' Page 30



Anglican Crisis News Briefs:
More Push And Pull

*MOST EPISCOPAL DIOCESAN CONVENTIONS
continue to grapple with the problem of dcclinir}g income
(due largely to Episcopalians leaving or diverting funds else-
; where), and proposals to impose mandatory ass.cssmcnts.
v.!‘*; For example, the Diocese of Colorado passed its third con-
: secutive deficit budget in November; Southw_cstcrn Virginia
Bishop E. Neft Powell recently §aid that the diocesan budgc?t
needs a line of credit to make it through the year; and this
' coming year the Diocese of Washington, D.C. will peed to
| raid a trust for $1.26 million to stay afloat, though its bud-
get still appears headed for a deficit. And, the Dl.occse of
Atlanta—home to Bishop Neil Alexander, a c;%ndldatc fqr
| presiding bishop—rtecently votc'd that congregations that fall
" to pay their ten percent par(l)chl?l assessment will lose voice
and vote for their delegates in diocesan matters. .
*AS WELL, THE 2004 WINDSOR REPORT (whlch,
among other things, urges moratoria on the consecration and
blessing of those in same-sex l'ClilthﬂSl‘llpS)-, a.nd hopes o_f re-
taining the Episcopal Church’s membcrs@p in ic Anglican
Communion, continue to be popular topics at diocesan con-
vcrll?\t:zzglsutions supporting and/or memorializing the Gen-
; ' eral Convention to support the Windsor Report recommen-
! dations (or comparable language) were recently Passcq in
| several dioceses, including Central FlOI‘ld.a, Eau Claire, Pitts-
| burgh, Rio Grande, and Southwest Florida. 4
Resolutions calling merely for tl?e study of—or watered
down to call for the study of—the Windsor Report, or blandly
commending the Report, were rccem’_!y adopted in a num-
ber of dioceses, including Arizona, Chlcago,. Massachuset'ts,
Minnesota, Mississippi, and Oregon. Som?tlmes these mild
receptions of the Report were accoplpam,ed, ncvert_hcles§,
by motions seeking to retain ic diocese’s and national’s
church’s place in the Commumon.' 3 o
The Diocese of Southwestern ergl}xla afﬁrmed. 1ts“ con-
| tinued commitment” to the Communion bUt. alsoits “desire
: for the full inclusion of all God’s people in our Church
ind...society.” ; s
nl the case of Mississippi, the annual council'in early

I jurisdictional lines. African biS!’lOpS NOW OVErsee
Anglican churches in the area of Jackson.

S @T TRUE that the wider Anglican Commun-

cted the U.S. Episcopal Church (ECUSA), West

op Barry Howe told his convention last No-

s, Bpiscopal bishops “are finding very gra-

s and immense hospitality, [and] invitations
nental ministries, including ordinations of

'ops,” he asserted.

ISION of alternate episcopal care under

to have South Carolina Bishop Edward Salmon as episcopal
visitor. Chang will maintain episcopal jurisdiction over the par- |
ish, and Calvary will remain part of the Hawaiian diocese.
*ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL IN THE DIOCESE OF
WESTERN NEW YORK, led by Bishop J. Michael Garri-
son, has hired a lesbian priest, the Rev. DelLiza Spangler, for- ‘
merly of St. Paul’s in St. Joseph, Michigan, reports David |
Virtue. The cathedral also has a homosexual canon for con-
gregationalllife, the Rev. Ethan James Cole, and a gay arch-
deacon, the Ven. Bruce Gillies. The cathedral’s previous dean
was the Very Rev. Allen Farabee, who was terminated by the |
chapter in 2002, after a six-year tenure
during which cathedral communicants |
dropped in number from some 750 to |

?‘»i WEST MISSOURI BISHOP Barry Howe saysit’s
(" just not true that the wider Anglican Commun- |
ion has rejected ECUSA.

305; they now number fewer than 200,
according to Virtue Online. While still at
the cathedral, Farabee preached an Eas-
ter Sunday sermon in which he bemoaned the closure of the
only gay bathhouse in Buffalo, calling it an “alcove of safety”
that he likened to the Upper Room! ‘
*THE EPISCOPAL BISHOPS OF MARYLAND al- |
legedly got a local Presbyterian Church to oust an indepen-
dent Anglican church that was renting space atits facility. Or-
ganized last spring, the 100-member Anglican Church of the |
Resurrection in Baltimore, which is under the oversight ofthe ¢
Diogese of Chile in the Southern Cone, was forced to vacate
Brown Memorial Woodbrook Presbyterian Church by Janu-
ary 9, which short-circuited by about six weeks a verbal agree-
ment for a two-month trial use of the facility by the Anglicans. |
Resurrection’s members, most of whom left St. John's Epis-
copal Church in Glyndon over support for homosexuality by *
the local diocese and ECUSA, had held its first service at the
Presbyterian church on Christmas Eve. Two days eatlier, the
Rev. Eliot Winks, rector, and lay leader Patrick Cunningham,
were informed by a member of Brown Memorial’s vestry that |
the congregation would have to leave early, and that the bish- |
ops of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland, specifically Suffragan
Bishop John Rabb, had'pressureditheir Presbyterian counter-
part, Executive Presbyter the Rev. Peter Nord, to deny use of
the church. The eviction was “nothing more thana roadblock, -
but by God’s grace we will overcome this and be in the place
he needs us to'be,” said Er. Winks. ‘
*THE BISHOP OF OTTAWA, CANADA, Peter Cof- &
fin, has stirred debate by granting a temporary license to an-
American priest, Linda Fisher Privitera, who'is in a lesbian:
relationship. Cofhin'claims the license does not refle ‘

priestat St. John the Evangelist, has's
same-sex blessings and will'abide by the
sexuality. Canonically resident in the Diocese o




- {E ARCHBISHOP OF WALES, Dr. Barry Morgan, a
P of the panel that produced and unanimously approved
andsor Report, has commended a book that is “quite
*” to that Report. The arguments advanced'in Gays and |

fure of Anglicanism for including homosexuals within |
aurch and its ministry “deserve to be read and pondered '
4 who are involved in the debate on human sexuality,”
*n says. Published late last year, the book includes essays

some of the Communion’s “finest theological minds,” he
“This book throws down a formidable challenge to the At this writing, the diocese had not yet indicated whether it
ican Communion. It cannot afford to ignoreit.” B will mount a legal campaign agai}lst St. Anne’s plans to con-
[T MAY BE A LONG SHOT. Unsurprisingly, however, & tinue worshiping atits present lloca'tlon and facilitigs in Oceanside.
creasingly appears that, as part their overall strategy, lib- .IN DECEMBER, a parish in th.c same d1oce‘sc a.ligncd
ECUSA leaders are endeavoring to chip away at the con- with the Anglican Province of America (APA), a Continuing
auve global South bloc, ¢4, through visits by ECUSA & Chun.:h bo<fly. .But in this case, the congregation walked away
G ve s 10 Some lofithe Afrcaniprovintesinithciappar- | fromiits building. . X _
»t hope of softening them up. One report not long ago, for | The Rev. Keith Acker, 49, who is communications director

ot e RS urting the Episcopal Church for Forward in Faith, North America within ECUSA, report-
Bl o e By waseo : e | cdly left with some 50 of the 80 members of Christ the King

= Sud: ia di ips, offers of seminary &
‘S;:rasx;l :;f}asn) Jﬁs?éogisgngaiz;??[?:éﬁs” 2 (East County of San Die”go) to “walk f\'ith [Al?glican] pri-
So far, though, ECUSA’s cfforts seem to have donellittleto § mates of the glob.al .South. and form Alpine Anglican Church
ke Sudan more tolerant ofits pro-gay policies. In late Janu- & of the Blessed Trinity, which meets ata local schogl. The ac-
., the Sudanese province’s synod (in the first meeting it has | tion followed a vestry vote of 7-0 with one abstcnUon.
-n able to hold since the 2003 General Convention) casti- &  Fr. Acker turned Q\Yer,the ke}rs to the pjlr}slx property in
~ed ECUSA for its approval of a practicing homosexual as | December to San Diego’s relatively new Episcopal Bishop,
bishop and same-sex blessings, viewing those innovations as & James Mathes. oy .
iblical. However, it stopped short of breaking commun- “We chose not to hpgate. We qmdc it clear to the bishop
 with ECUS 5 | that it was not primarily about him but the overall issue of
Speal in Birmingham, Alabama, recently, Central Afri- | biblical authority in the Episcopal Church,” Acker said.,
»p Bernard Malango accused ECUSA of trying, | Though there was mention of Mathes’ liberal-leaning views
inces to its side with worldly treasures. & on homosexuality, Acker said the main difficulty was that
ave Jesus and poverty,” Malango said. EGUSA has “distanced itself from the rest of the Anglican
ourselves rich, and not losers. Their Qommunion;..I've alwaysseen myselfas an Episcopalian; but
stubble, and it will be burned up in & I was an Anglican first.”

i But the congregation’s exodus was also triggered by some-
thing else: Mathes’ insistence that a former Continuing
Church priest, Frank Pannitti—who for some time had been
' assisting at Christ the King with the informal okay of the
 previous bishop—go through the licensing process before
he could again function sacramentally at the parish.

Ironically, however, the APA has not accepted Fr. Pannitti
as a clergyman, cither, due to some problems in' his back-
ground. APA Presiding Bishop Walter Grundorf told 7CC
' he believed Pannitti had “withheldivital information on him-
self [from] Er. Acker and! the people who wish to form the
mission in Alpine.”

REALIGNMENT Continued from Page 28

since the 1960s, a deterioration of the high view of scripture
and![la move toward] more of a pluralistic viewpoint regard-
ing Christianity and Jesus Christ not being the Way, but 4
way toward salvation,” he said.

Baronisaid the new link with the Bolivian diocese has given
parishioners a sense of freedom and a renewed desire to con-
tinue with the primary mission of being and making disciples
tor Christ.

l

Christ the King members was a blow to

0 had appealed for patience, unity and

( ce. A letter to his flock on

t e had' tried several times to
) ,and had thought

He said he had been
the King to be a

e i
inline orng
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Bishop Mathes sent clergy to conduct a joint service for
the remnant congregation at Christ the King on' the Sunday,
following the departure of Acker and his ﬂock,.and that was
followed by a mecting to choose new leadership.

Meanwhile, Acker said that his congregants had been “re-
vitalized to reach out to those who don’t know Jesus. We’ve
wasted too much energy on endless debate and watching the
decline of [ECUSA]|...” B

Sources included!San Diego Union-Tribune, VirtueOnline, Agape Press

Michigan Parish Secedes
Rejects Even Orthodox
ECUSA Bishops As Overseers

The overwhelming majority of a Michigan Episcopal
parish’sactive members and its priest have \\:a‘lked away ﬁ-(.)m
their property after the diocesan bilsh()p tailed to provide
acceptable oversight from nnotlwgr blshop, e

Spokesmen for St. Andrcx\"sﬂ(ihurch n leon’la cited in-
tractable differences with the Episcopal Church’s stand on
biblical faith and morals. .

“The action took place at the end ofa “convcrsan.on” process
initiated by Michigan Episcopal Bishop \/V<.:|1dcll .Glbbs (whose
territory covers Detroit and the surround'mg Michigan coun-
ties). The talks sought to address .th.c ;.)ans‘h’s concerns abo.ut
revisionist teaching and practice SO].ldlf}’lng its hold on the Epis-
copal Church (ECUSA), both natlona}lly ansi locally.

St. Andrew’s departure came ‘after Gibbs refu-scd the
parish’s requests for him to traqstcr the congregation to a
foreign Anglican Coml.numon bls.hop, saying that he lacked
the intention or canonical authoqty to doi that. ‘

He said he oftered the parish “scvcral. names of conserva-
tive Bpiscopal bishops who could. pl’O\"ldC pastoral care...in
accordance with the provisions outlined in the document Care
for Allthe Churches, commonly known as DEPO or Pe[eggted
Episcopal Pastoral Oversight.” At one point last fall? Gibbs
expanded his list of aceeptable ECUSA a.lternates toinclude
traditionalist Quincy (Illinois) Bishop Keith Ackerman.

Gibbs’ efforts; though, were fruitless. LLast S.eptember, St.
Andrew’s rector, Er. C. Allen Kannapell, was in correspon-
dence with two key global South Angl‘ican pr1mate.sT—Gre-
gory Venables of the Southern Cone (of South Al‘nenga) and
Drexel Gomez of the West Indies—who made it cl?ar ljmf
they hadino confidence in ECUSA’s DEPQ plan. In Vcna\ Ts
words, it <is utterly inadequate bcca‘usc 1t.lcavcs all qt the

oversight and control in the hands of the bishop \\',1’1,0 1S not
aining ‘the faith once delivered to the saints.

Andrew’s leaders did agree to meet with Bishop
; an on January 25, but Fr. Kannapell cancelled the
cforehand, saying that the parish’s vestry had con-
cour obedience to God’s call should not be predi-
1¢ future obedience of any bishop currcntl‘y in
> matter how orthodox that bishop may be._
5 letter to Bishop Gibbs asserting their re-
nsferred to an overseas Communion prov-
apelliand his vestry said that, in their view, “no
Opis theologically acceptable to our parish as

every ECUSA bishop remains under the authori ty of a church
hardened in its unrepentance.”

On January 7, the bishop telephoned Kannapell and ordered
him to meet with him the following day to discuss the situa-
tion, threatening to inhibit him if he did not appear. Going
“not out of fear but a chance to talk,” Kannapell complied,
taking with him his wife, an attorney and his senior warden.

When he arrived, Bishop Gibbs asked him to renounce his
orders. The rector refused, saying, “I was made a priest, and
[am| still a priest, but I can’t be under your authority.” When
Kannapell refused a further threat, the bishop signed a letter
of inhibition against him.

Gibbs suspended Kannapell on the now-familiar ground of
“abandenment of communion,” which conservatives claim is
specious, since it is based on a.canon histonically applied to clergy
who have left for a church not in communion with ECUSA

Kannapell says he “was inhibited for secking adequate epis-
copal oversight” of the sort envisioned by the Windsor Report,
rather than the inadequate oversight oftered under DEPO.

A request for the parish to negotiate with the diocese for
possession of its property was summarily rebuffed. The rec-
tor was ordered to vacate the parish immediately—before
the Sunday services scheduled for the tollowing day.

Being advised that, under Michigan law, the seceding pa-
rishioners had virtually no chance of retaining their prop-
erty, it was decided simply to leave it and begin anew. Ac-
cordingly, the reconstituted congregation, known for now
as the Anglican Church of Livonia, is worshiping at a local
Holiday Inn. At the first service, some 190 of St. Andrew’s
400 parishioners were present—representing 95 percent of
the regular average Sunday attendance of 200.

Meanwhile, at the old church, “ahandful® of parishioners
showed up for the twoservices conducted by Er. John Henry,
the priest appointed by Gibbs to take charge of the now largely
depopulated parish. W

Sources: Anglican Church of Livonia, Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, VirtueOnline, The
Living Church, kimgramsiorg

Central New York Diocese Sued

After nearly a year of being barred' from his parishy, Fr.
David Bollinger had'had enough.

In mid-January, the rector of St. Paul’s Church in Owego
filed'a civil suit against the Episcopal Diocese of Central New
York andits Bishop, Gladstone “Skip” Adams, secking $4.35
million in'damages.

The suit asserts that the bishop retaliated against the priest as
a means of covering up sexual misconduct allegations concern-
ing a former rector of St. Paub’s that Fr.
Bollinger had brought to his attention.

The suit claims that the diocese falsely
accused Fr. Bollinger of misusing church
funds as a way of diverting attention from
the abuse case, whichi the diocese failed
topursue inaccordance with its ownpro-

Continued next page cight eolumn

 The Rev. Dayid Ballinger Phata The Liviog Church
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their democratic
elections.” The group,
the Chur‘che'soﬂe‘rusaliem, alsopraye
+ihis difficult period,” and pledged Wt
s for “the public goodand the national Palestinian
aspi‘ratloﬁs;'tcg‘ethef with the cause of justice and peace in a
non-violent way. Our message o the government of Hamas,
members and feadership, is the message Of Our Lord Jesus
Christ in his Sermon on the Mountain’ (Matt 5:3- 10), which
ars then quoted in their statement. Hamas, which
ured 74 of | 37 seats in the legislature, is €=
zens of attackson \sraelicivilians. IS professed
clude the destruction of Israe! and the founding
inits place. There were concernsthat,
d its position, the Hamas victory. could
jgration from the Holy Land. Today,
, ristians living n the West Bank,
ab East Jerusalem. They make up.less
population. - Columniby) Nick

CHBISHOP Bernard Malango
Court of Inquiry for the Bishop
\ga. The decision to end the trial
nd does not exonerate the con-

e Zimbabwe secret
1®)—to “have

DELEGATES to the ACC's South African synod duri \ G
proceedings- Photo: The Trinitarion uring a break in the

ACC Leader Visits S. Africa

Archbishop Mark Haverland, the new Metropolitan of:
U.S.-based Original Province of the Anglican ‘Caa th.e
Church (ACC), 2 leading Continuing Church body, re e
prcsided over the first annual synod of the ACC’s’MiZe‘ntly
ary Diocese of Southern Africa. g
The December 1-3 meeting took place in Cape Tow
(whichiis also home base to the “official” Church of the POW .
'%nce of Southern Africa (CPSA), one of the few libeml-lzoV~
ng An'glica.n Communion provinces in the global S(‘)uthe;n-
Durmg h'lS‘ 13-day stay in the nation, Archbishop Havcrlar;d
episcopal visitor to the missionary diocese, also ordained two,
deacons; elevated those two and another deacon to the priest-
hood; confirmed: four candidates at Holy Paraclete,pCape

CENTRAL NEW. YORK continued

cedures. Bishop' Adams denies this, contending, that the dio-
cese could not pursue the claim because the alleged victim of
the abuse never came to meet with the diocesan response team
nOfr Was 'ghe team provided with a name. ’
o c‘:;i:g;f:gcfcﬁ IR, B'olling.er of mishandling fundsin
g 1c1 the clc¥1c denies doing—and conducted
e \Vril:ing Msu tlj of which had not been made publicat
e i (.)fB((:)rlT‘ ers of St, Paul’s vestry, which has/been
b AT inger, have Stat.cd that they can prove t-hat
i diocese%?;l(;gs ar{: specious. T}m priest also claims
Whﬁh e dcnieg, perly accessed his personal accounts,
he h;go;‘fl;f;ai?gr;gfcr was o be \?aid through February,
o (i, S as. an income aftcr‘that. Y
Sid 15 been vers 5.2 pricst since [February 2095], he
M il Zpall]nful. "l“h.ey ve basv:all.y ruined my
N hg 0 the strain has been the illness of on¢
ghters, who suffers from thyroid cancet

Rwandan Priest Refused

priest who is canonically resident i the Al
: a, but who has been serving at @
) which he was called: as rector
red by the diocese.




Town, and another 11 at St. Peter’s, Grahamstown, Eastern
Cape. As well, he baptized four infants at St. James’, Sovenga,
Polokwane (formerly Pictersburg). ‘

Additionally, Haverland met with a number of clergymen
and laity affiliated with other church bodies to convey infor-
mation to them about the ACC and to listen to their con-
cerns; spoke with the Roman Catholic Archbishop ()f Cape
Town by telephone; and met for more than an hour with the
superior of a Roman Catholic r‘c_llgm‘us ordcr: .

“When I arrived in South Africa for my trip in 2004, we
had ene priest and four deacons,” Ha\'cﬂa?q said. N()\v', fol-
lowing his trip there late last year, t‘hc ACC ha§ 11 priests;
the missionary diocesc has held its first synod “in a spmtiot
absolute unanimity and tranquility, and [members are] full
of plans for acquiring buildings ;md\land‘ m_]d new congrcga”-
tions. Lhere was a strong feeling of optimism C\'Cl'}'\.\'hCI'C.

The number of clergy is likely to grow substantml.ly, he
added, holding out the possibility of 30 to 40 clergy in the
diocese by the end of 2006. o

The growth of the ACC diocese is being aided partly by events
in GPSA. which Haverland termed “a (?ncc—grcat church now
fallen into heresy.” CPSA Archbishop N]ox}gonkulu NdL‘mganc
has not joined other African prim‘ntcs in firmly reasserting or-
thodox sexuality doctrine in the .f;?cc of northern \'1()lau(3115 of
it. And just during Haverland’s visit there \\'crc:cports of’a gay
GPRSA dean who is looking for a man to “marry ; the POSSIbth}'
that a CPSA diocese may soon .clcct a woman bishop; and Of?l
remark by former CPSA Archbishop Dcsmogd .TUI.'L‘l to the ef-
fect that, since no one was present at the Virgin Birth or the
Resurrection, it is impossible to know what really happened. M

Source: The Trinitarian

In a January 19 letter to Fr. Rocht Hackendorf, chntral
New York Standing Committee President, the Rev. Kathryn
Eden, informed the priest th_at he wo.uld not be recommended
for certification as a priest in that qloc'esc. :

Hackendorf has been ordaincd for Six years, and for most
of these has been canonically rcsndan in R\\'allda, under the
authority of Archbishop Emmanuel I\Pllﬂl. Over a,year ago,
Hackendorf was called tq b§ rector of St. Andrew’s Cl.lurch
in Syracuse. His letters C!lH]ISSOl‘_\’ were pr.cscntcc.i to Blshop
Adams at that fime. But in an cxtra—lcanon,lcal acnc.)n, Adams
imposed' a requirement that the diocese’s S@ndmg Com-
mittee certify him before he could be recoglpzcd as a priest
in Qentral New York. And \\ihile ackno“.-'lcdgm’g tha_t he had
received! the transfer letters tror}tA.rchblshop I\ohm: Adams
did not meet the requirement of hplsco;?al .Church (ECUSA)
canons that he accept or rejch th.cm \.\'1thm 99 days. :

Existing in a kind of ecclcsmstlc-a! limbo, Er. ’Hack.endorf
has served as the “pastoral lcadcx:” of St. .Anc.irew s, \-\'thh has
the largest Sunday attel}dancc of any p;_lrlsh 1’11 the diocese. In‘
that capacity, out of deference to the bishop’s request, he has
not celebrated the Eucharist, although ht? lm§ done every other
thing that a rector norma!ly doesiima pansh? including preach-
ing, teaching, and'presiding at vestry meetings.

Continued oninext page

not go to hell.” Reportedly, the murdered priest was “not

controversial, nor...involved!in any dispute with anybody.” -
Ecumenical News InternationolfVirtue Online

*FEARS AMONG CHRISTIAN LEADERS about what
Britain's Racial and Religious Hatred Bill would do to free speech
were eased when the bill emerged from Parliament in a some-
what different form than expected. MPs voted that only “threat-
ening words" should be banned, not those which are abusive
or insulting. They alsoagreed! that incitement to religious ha-
tred must be “intentional” and removed the word “reckless”
from the face of the bill. They voted that proselytism, discus-
sion, criticism, insult, abuse and ridicule of religion, belief or
religious practice would not be an offense under the bill. - The
Churchiof England Newspaper

*WITHIN DAYS of a nationwide appeal for 60/ million
pounds to save crumbling churches, the Church of England
came under fire over plansto buy a 2.5 million-poundhouse
for the next Bishop of Oxford. News that the € of E was to
purchase the stately, eight-bedroom Pullens Endiin Headington
—"the most magical country house that youicould ever hope
to find in the city of Oxford,” opened the church upito charges
oflinsensitivityat atime when parishes and dioceses are strug-
gling and Oxford! is facing a worsening housing crisis. But a
churchispokesman said!the lease on the property eccupied
by outgoing Oxford Bishop)Richard Harries will expire soon,
and that the house purchase is coming from the church's his-
toric resourcesand not from parishioners! offerings. - The Church
of England Newspaper

*IT SEEMS A REFRESHING CHANGE—a bishop who
resigns because his marriage has broken up. The bishop! in
questioniis the Rt. Rev. Peter Barrett of the Church of Ireland’s
United Dioceses of Cashel, Ossory, Waterford, Lismore, Ferns
and Leighlin. The Anglican Archbishop.of Dublin, Dr: JohniNeill,
accepted Barrett's resignation and asked! for prayers, saying
Barrett “had provided caring pastoral oversight and a faithful
ministry of Word and Sacrament. He had led the United Dio-
ceses with both ability and humility." However, a leading
Church of Ireland layman subsequently scored the Church of

Ireland's House of Bishops for “hounding” Barrett into exile
in Britain. - Virtue@nline/lrishilndependent :

|
ANGLICAN USA BRIEFS:

*“WE ARE NOT OKAY.” Christ Church; a New Orleans-
area parish of the Anglican Catholic Church (ACE), a leading
Continuing Church body, came through Hurricane Katrina with
almost no physical damage and no flooding—foresighted plan-
ning had the church built on piers. But the parish and its mem-
bers have found pickingupithe pieces ofitheir lives tolbe a slow:
and frustrating process which promises to be protracted. Al-
most a dozen families haye movediaway or indicated their in-
tentions to do so for reasons stemming from Katrina. And those
who remain, even ones who suffered minimal damage, “are/in
a state of low-grade shack," said Christ Church's rector the
Very Rey. Donald Rice. It has been a “profoundy disturbing:
incident” which is “inot over yet. As one locallcolumnist put it,
despite what you hear on TV, ‘we are rot okay.™ Not least
among, the Katrina survivers' woes is the slow, bureatcratic
response of government agencies, in particulas the Fagt_egib
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CENTRAL NEW. YORK continued

2 On January 2, the vestry wrote Bishop Adams concenning
Er. Hackendorf’s acceptance, but received no reply: However,
on January 10, the priest was granted an audience with the
Standing Committee, at which he declared he would'sign an
affirmation required by ECUSA’s canons (“to submit in all
things to the discipline of this Church without recourse toany
other ecclesiastical jurisdiction or foreign civil jurisdiction”):
Nine days later, the Rev. Ms. Eden wrote to him, saying that,
while the door was not completely closed, the Standing Com-
mittee could not “certify” Hackendorf at this time. She said
the panel “felt you had some unresolved issues concerning
[ECUSA] and your connection with the Church of Rwanda.”
The “issues” are not clearly specified by cither party, but
Eden noted Hackendorf’s “concerns for some of the posi-
tions that [ECUSA] holds”—most likely the church’s con-
tinuing acquiescence in a pan-sexualist agenda and the im-
pact that has on its relations to the wider Communion.

In his letter to Bishop Adams, Hackendorf said that, while
he and his parish had complied with what the bishop wanted,
they had not understood why Adams insisted on the particu-

lar kind of acceprance process he was undergoing. The rel-
] on (I11.4) is manifestly intended to apply to priests
the historic succession in churches that are not

ns that “we arc apparendy at the end of the
ocess, and went on to ask him to return his
] bishop Kolini.

rich must have sent a chill down the

the Diocese of Central New York is not in communion with the
Church of Rwandn, which is an indication that Central New
York is withdvawing from the worldwide Anglican Communn-
ion. Our prayers continue to be with you and the diocese as you
move ahead with your decision, in the words of the Windsor Re-
port, towalk apare’ from the Commumion... Obviously, we refusse
to abandow the Anglican Communion.” (Emphasis added.)

The stage seems now to be set for the diocese to lose 1ts
largest parish. H

Sources: Binghamton Press and Sun-Bulletin, transfigurations.blogspot.com

Rochester Bishop Inhibits Priest

He is the rector of what the Episcopal Diocese of Roches-
ter, New York, says is an “extinct” congregation.

Nonetheless, the Rev. David Harnish has been barred from
exercising his ministry by Rochester Bishop Jack McKelvey,
flanked by his diocese’s Standing Committee.

The inhibition of the rector of All Saints’ Church in
Irondequoit on the grounds of “abandonment of commun-
ion” was handed down on January 26.

All Saints? was declared “extinct” by Rochester’s conven-
tion last November, becausc the conservative parish had failed
to contribute toward its mandatory parochial assessment pay=
ments to the diocese.

The congregation and its priest requested and received rec-
ognition from Archbishop Henry Orombi as part of the cight
million-member Anglican province of Uganda, which All'Saints’
says is “a more biblically faithful and supportive environment
than the [2.2] million-member Episcopal Church (ECUSA).”

prepared by the Synod on the Eucharist held October 2-23.
Proposition 4| affirmed the existing rules barring inter-comz=
munion; but said the admission of non-Catholic Christians to
the Eucharist, the sacrament of penance and anointing of the
sick “in determined individual situations under precise condi-
ons is possible, and even recommended.” - The Living Church
ENEDICT XVl has given his support to/a gather-
Europe's mainl Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Ro-
rches in 2007, saying he hoped it would help
Europe's spiritualiroots. “Europe needs
ristian roots, making room for ethical val-
of its
urch leaders from different de=
ing event in' Rome of the 3rd!
which will culminate in Ro-
i :




To the consternation of diocesan ofticials, All S:fint&’ so) far
continues to meet at the same l()C;ltiQﬂ at \\f!]ich‘ it has wor-
shiped for 78 years, and Harnish continues his ministry thcrc:
as a priest of the Ugandan Church. At last check, thc.dmccs:
was “exploring options in regard to the property dl.sputc.
But the congregation asserts that, although the extinction l'cg—
islation violated both the diocese’s own canon L?w and“x\cw
York state law, it signifies that AfIcKc.l\'cy apd 1}15 diocese “have
relinquished their authority over this parish. e

The attorney for the parish, Rnym()nd})aguc, says Blsll?p
MecKelvey’s inhibition decree is upcnforccablc, since }r.
Harnish is no longer a member of cither the Rochester dio-
cese or of ECUSA. : . .

What’s more, Dague said, “In dcclarmg Er. Harmsh out
of communion with the D‘ioccscj of Rochester, Bxsljo!a
McKelvey and the Standing (,()mmltt.cc appear to”be declar-
ing themselves out ofcomm}lmon \\ixth [gganda.

The conservative Anglican C -ommunion Network mused that,
by its actions, the Rochester diocese seems to‘havc acl;noyl-
edged that the congregation it declared gxnncE s a func'tlonmg
part of the Ugandan province and the wider Communion.
Sources: AlliSaints’ Church, The Living Church

Prayer Book Society Still
On The Move, Finding New
Opportunities, After 35 Years

The U.S. Prayer Book Sogct:\g which Flns year marksllts
35th anniversary, remains active in preserving and defending

i . The Pope also defends the right of Chris-
n.Oble.(:' aninpcl‘il;ﬁf: carry ouf charity work, saying their efforts
i ha% God and religion can be usedifor good rather than
Sh.ow tdja the name of| “vengeance, hatrediand violence.” Chris-
n:usus% lnorkers must not proselytize but inspire faith by ex-
Bl Twhe encyclical is significant because, as Benedict’s first,
‘ample he tone for his pontificate. Although focusing onilove, it
¢ e : histicated working-out ofithe relationship between
Dl aSOF(‘j State, with references to earlier Catholic social
ChurCh aQhe Pop,e, 78, told a Vatican conference that he had
tgachjng}]e theme of love and charity: “because the word love
ch‘o,se.n> tuch abused in the world today.” In the encyclical he
":‘flr:va'nted at the beginning of my Pontificate to clérify some

al facts concerning the love which God r_nysFer.uou.sly and
ly' offers to man, together with the intrinsic link be-
t lLove and the reality of human love.” - The Times
USSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH expressed sup-
ember for the Vatican's recently-stated position
ving those with deep-seated homosexual tenden-
ér‘ s, and accused Protestant denominations of
’ o secular values™ over the issue. “Homosexual-
v ini Holy Scriptuse—there’s no possibility of
etation,’ said Fr. lgor Vyzhanov, chairman of
hate's Commission for Inter-Christian Dia-

ESTS OF THE CHURCH OF SWEDEN
wedishiChurchiAssembly decision tolbless
s contiary to the Word of God and that

[ 0

THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETYBOARD at its February 8 meeting at
St. John’s, Savannah, Georgia. Shown from left are immediate past
Society President, the Rev. David Kennedy; current President, Dr. Pe-
ter Toon; Miriam Stauff; Auburn Traycik, the Rev. William Martin (be-
hind/Mrs. Traycik); Marilyn Ruzicka; Philip Kirk (behind Mrs. Ruzicka),
the Rev. Edward Rix; the Rev, Craig O'Brien; and Dr. T: Herbert Guerry.

classical Anglican liturgy and (

most importantly) the doc-
trine that underpins it.

As well; the current moyes by a growing number of con-
gregations to transfer affiliation from the Episcopal Church
(ECUSA) to overseas Anglican bishops “is providing new
opportunities for the Society,” said the Rev. Dr. Peter Toon,
who was made Society president for 2006 at the suggestion
of the outgoing president, the Rev. David Kennedy, SSC.
The choice was approved by the Society’s February 8 board
meeting in Savannah, Georgia.

“The trauma of departing [ECUSA] often causes a search
by those in the exodus for the real meaning of the Anglican

Way, its Scriptural base, its attachment to the Fathers of the

Church, its Formularies, its liturgy, music and poetry, its pi-

——

they will “resist the new order.” They will work to have the.
decision repealed with the support of “ecumenical partners’*
in Sweden and abroad, said the declaration’s author, the Rev.
Yngve Kalin, pastor of Hyssna insouthern Sweden. The Mos-
cow Patriarchate has suspended relations with the Swedish
Church over the pro-gay decision. ©n October 27, the Swed-
ish Church Assembly, called the Kyrkomotet, voted toamend
its prayer. book, changing the sectionion marriage to “Marriage
and Blessings.” - brusselsjournalicom{VirtueOnline
*THE ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURGHES has

expressed dire concern over the escalating violence in the Darfur
region, west of Sudan, where renewed fighting is forcing aid
workers to flee. “As Africans and| Christians, we are appalled|by
the reports of random, indiscriminate killings, especially since
ethnic and religious hatred is reported to be at the root of ag-
gression,” said the Rev. Mvume Dandala, the leader of the Afri-
can church grouping. - Ecumenical News International

. *IN AN UNDER-REPORTED INCIDENT on December
30, thousands of Egyptian security police assaulted more than
2,500 Sudanese: refugees—men, women and children—who.
were camped across fromithe offices of the UN|High .
sion for Refugees in Cairo. The! Institute on Re
Democracy’s Church Alliance for a New Sudan (CAN
that as'many as 265 pecple died!in the atack, a
Times story depicted! the plight of hundreds of
fate was\unknown: “This s just the latestindicationio
tian government's callous attitude toward the African
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ety and devotion, and soon,” said Dr. Toon. More than ever
before, the Society isbeing “sought out, consulted and asked
to advise by those wanting to know more of the riches of
Reformed Catholicism.”
The Society, which works with faithful Anglicans in and out- —LATE NEWS—
side of the Anelican Communion, seeks to maintain the integ- e
rity of the Ang;g,lic ‘Way by keeping Anglican churches wor- V.Vl"h::lms Warns Of “Ruptur e,”
shiping the Lord in “the beauty of holiness, in spirit and in Dismisses Lambeth Gay Debate
truth.” It mmntamﬁh’it’rhm SO BOOk Ofcomn.mn Prayer In two: sets of highly significant remarks, Archbishop of
(BCP) which has appeared in e deons, ofw}uch the Canterbury Rowan Williams has warned of a “rupture” in
was in 1549. Oth LS iceinons “.ldUdﬁ e lomghioh 1662’, the Anglic:in Communion, and cffectively dismissed any idea
the American 1928, and the Canadian 1962, Though all of ¢ ) i gay debate would be reopened at the 2008 Lambeth
those cditions contain the historic English language of public ¢ repce of Anglican bishops.
prayer, the SocE; 50 SITRIRS Coieae i lamgrangge - Williams said that, though the 2008 Conference will hear
urgy that preservesithe shape, content and docmine of the his= ¢ jis of provincial studics of the gay issue, “we cannot prop=
toric rites. It belicves that the formularics o e Ang] heain Wiy erly or usefully reopen the discussion as if [ Lambeth ‘98] Reso-
arc the BCP, the Ordinal and the Articles of Religion. Jution 1.10 did not continue to represent the general mind of
The Socicty continues to make available fine reprints of .- Gommunion.” The resolution deems homosexual practice
liturgical resourees, as wellas to produce a varicty off maten- “incompatible with scripture” and speaks against the ordina-
als related not only to the nature and content of liturgy, but o, o blessing of those in same-gender sexual relationships.
contemporary issues in the church: Current offerings include His statement will discourage any liberal plans to push for
alcather-bound edition Ofth? Al.t ar Book for th.e 1928 Book arecall of 1.10 at Lambeth <08, and increasc pressure on the
of Common Prayer; Worshipping phieiordiiniehciAn 1 Episcopal Church’s General Convention to make a defini-
can Way, a book of parallel texts, with the 1928 liturgy on ¢ choice betweeniits pro-gay policy and Communion mem-
the | d a contemporary language version on the right; bershin. < 3
Adding to the pressure was Dr. Williams? recent wamil?g
; : that the potential “visible...rupture” over homosexuality 1n
Holmess, ‘.md el the Communion could take decades to heal. The parties
3 renk L\ Griswold b,y D would be unlikely to “settle down quietly” into a “federa-
Fi N;eor Obsolgte, cind) NGIBGE o o churches, he said. His remarks came in the wake of
ml 3, b i, Wotom gt e leiee the Diocese of California’s announcement of five candidates
for bishop, twoiof whom! are active homosexuals.
Sources included|The Daily Telegraph. The Boston: Globe

Society materials can be obtained by calling 800,/727-1928
or visiting wimwanglicanmarketplace.com. Information on the
Socicty itself can be found at wwm.episcopalinn.org/pbs1928. M

also publishes a bimonthly

Godl as creator., The Rev. horkild Grosboll came under fire
old a newspaper that “there is no heavenly. God,
nal life, there is no resurrection.” He resumed
allltown north of Copenhagen after reaffirm-
statement ofi faith pronounced at bap-
ernational/Religion News Service

OURT said February 2| that it
federallbanion partial birth abor-

"
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reports:

» Brief Biographies Of Candidates
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o Diocese of Washington Committee .
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[ATE NEWS continued
Panel Head Boosts Gays

servatives, it was bad enough that the Panel of
o CO? ointed last year is chaired by a liberal prelate,
Refcrcnc]:'ap\griting) had vet to make any Impact in its ap-
aﬂfl Ezcti ttzllssk of facilitating alternate episcopal oversight for
G i in hostile situations.
i Agghdcﬁgz lcl‘loilscr\'ativcs were decerying the fact that
SOEC o an, former Australian Primate Peter Carnley,
! Chalnl?cd ’a strong biasagainst the orthodox believers
% tdegrz;lpthc Panel are supposedly trying to help.
iy * away any illusions that he was approaching his
ch-e Pu-lg ar;idalitvi Carnley told The West Australian that
i atter of’ time until gay marriages and' gay priests
Uy O'n]y : ncl:c tance by the Anglican Church. He said the
Z wrdef . ol?Jld “tolerate a fair bit of difference. We just
: mzuﬂlOI; :o differ on some issues.” He also said'that the
ir(;f Australia’s first Anglican women bishops was
than' two years away, contending that theological
ons to the change “don’t amount to much'.” :
ol report at deadline, faithfiul Canaqu Angli-
dithe Panel of Reference of bias, burcaucratic dc.lay,
o provide safeguards f:or petitioners seeking
copal oversight. More in the next issue. M

SIGNPOSTS continued from Page 38

tine and resulting infection—something totally unrelated to
her mother’s illness, Doctors performed two surgeries, but
the baby was too sick and fragile to recover. A second, heart-
breaking funeral followed.

Of course, nothing about this outcome abnegates or casts
doubt on the courageous struggle the family made to pre-
serve God-given life. Simply put, the family was faithful in
their response to the tragedy that befell Susan Torres and
her baby, and God was faithful in doing what He thought
was best, which was permitting the return of Baby Susan to
her mother, who had lost so much in her untimely death.
Still; in His mercy and grace the family had a time to get to
know a precious little soul who now awaits them in cternity.

“Confident that Susan Anne Catherine Torres is already
reunited with her mother, we thank the Lord for their Wit-
ness and for the gift of their courageous lives,” said Arling-
ton Roman Catholic Bishop Paul Loverde.

Keeping baby Susan alive cost thousands of dollars a day
more than the insurance provided, as mentioned on the website
that tells the story, www.susantorresfund.org. However, the
great newsis that the Lord continues to provide, and thou-
sands of thoughtful donors have contributed so generously:
that not only are all of Susan and baby Susan’s medical costs
covered, there was a remainder to set upia college fund for
two-year-old Pete and cnoughi left over to continue the PIO-
life cancer research and prevention fight. M

Dr. Edwin P Elliott edits The Christian Observer and|leads Manassas Reformed Presbyte-
rian Church (Hanover).
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An Ordeal Of Life, Death,
And Faith

Ed. Note: Last summer, & moving drama played out over sev-
eral weeks near the CHALLENGE’s base in Washington, D.C.
Tts most moving moment, but not its final one, came as a feisty
baby girl was born 13 weeks premature in Arlington, Virginia,
t0 & beautiful, young, but brain-dead mother. Susan Torres, 26,
also the mother of o two-year-old son, had effectively died the day

before Mother’s Dy, ar 15 weeks of pregnancy. Though in decp
grief, Susan’s family fought for the life of her baby. We learned
that our good friend and colleague in religious journalism, the
Rev Dr. Edwin P. Elliort, & Reformed Presbyterian minister from
sus, Virginin, had firsthand knowledge of this ordeal of

TORRES was a roommate to my daugh-
ot the year before her marriage to a local
niand/Jason'met in college at the Uni-
y wanted a little supervised time
t and' the marriage, so Laura was

I can’t quite describe it, but someone was home, even though
the brain had been decimated. A physician suggested that
perhaps the baby had taken over and was operating the body.
The systems were coming back on line—kidneys, lungs, heart.
The machines were still necessary for the lungs, but the scene
was totally different from the starting day. I think prayer had
more than a little to/do with it.

Laura; Jason; his brother, Justin; and Mother Rollin (Susan’s
mother) and many others began to pray around Susan and
read to her. Susan’s mother kept her daughter’s nails and hair
immaculate. The young people in the family would also try to
stimulate the baby to make her kick. The bed was one of the
marvelous new ones which moves all the time.

There came a point, though, that Susan’s body could go
no further. Physicians removed baby Susan Anne Catherine
by Caesarean section at Virginia Hospital Center on August
2. When she arrived, Susan yelled bloody murder. The corps
of specialists cheered, because that is a very healthy sign in
babies born prematurely. She also rolled her tiny hands into
fists and hit everything she could—another good sign. When
the head of neonatology set out to attach a needle to her
foot, little Susan opened' her eye, took a careful look and
kicked her vigorously. Within days, the newborn was off the
normal preemie tubes and eating well from an eyedropper-

Baby Susan Anne Catherine came into the world surpris-
ingly well developed for her chro-

“[Susan’s] passing is a testament to
the truth that human life is a gift
from God and that children are
ays to be fought for, even if life
es—uas it did of Susan—the

nological age. As of late August she
was over two pounds, was off the
ventilators and receiving a small
amount of formula each' day. An
initial examination found that her
mother’s melanoma had not pen-=
ctrated the placenta.

We buried Susan Anne’s mother

on August 6. The physicians had
kept her body functioning an extra day so that she would not

ally die on Baby Susan’s birthday.
is obviously a bittersweet time for our family,” Jus-
aid in August. “We are overjoyed at the birth of
n and deeply grieved at the loss of her mother:
4 g, we knew that two things would' get us
s birth: God’s providence and Susan’s
the toughest person in that
ent to the truth that hu-
n are always to be




Clhuteh®Dicectory

CALIFEORNITA Portland SOUTH CAROLINA Arlington

T Anglican Céthedr{l] of St. Paul Florence Church of St. Matthias
Oﬂh 2 z:ha ol (Anﬂlzmu Chureh in A m'srxfll') o Anglican Church of Our Saviour (Anglican Province of Christ the King)
St‘. ](33; ) . ﬁ?p-(’é’f.'ﬁ'{ﬁif'\‘f {j:‘%mgl? léial-s SSA(I.:? s:”)\g (Anglican. Catholic Chureh) 3850 Wilson Bivd. (Wilson Bivd. Christian
(bc\l rk Thomas Drive; Sun 8a HC, 10:30a  High Mass 10a: Wed Mass (1928) 5:30p; ["“‘_‘“”"‘! Presbyterian Church, Pamplico F\:[::ﬂ_]h ‘iar;4g§ggbghsnl§c)22§c 2‘7"3
149O\lfll;Ian & 4th; Weekday HC Tues 5p, Thurs Mass (1928) 9a; Holy Days as Fiwy. at Cascade; Sun 9a, HC 2nd & 4th, MP LS 306, 70: 373
H’(ii ‘10 Thurs noo’n, Sat 5p; all services 1928 scheduled; The Very Rev. Lester E. York, Ist, EP 3rd; the Rev. Franklin Martin, priest- Fa]rfax
“c‘ - ’ﬂﬂ“ Rey. William J. Martin. Dean; The Rt. Rev. George D. Langberg, in-charge; 800/506-7616. 843/669:6615 Holy Trinity Ch h
EQL e Bev Bishop; 207/828-20112, fax 207,/541°3736;  Greenville Y ity Churc ]
¢-mail: fryork@maine.rr.com; e s (Reformed Episcopal Church)
COLORA.DO www.acway.net/stpanls/ }(LOIY[TFI nity Anglican Church gjrccn Acres School, 4401 Sideburn Rd.,
1 nglican Church in Amerim) un 9:30a HC Ist & 3rd, MP 2nd & 4th
Colorado Springs : AN 717 B MP & Litany Sth; 11:15a. . 100,
g o uncombe St.: S C il - MP Atany Sth 11:15a SS all ages; 1928
St. Luke’s & St. Aidan’s Anglican MARYLAND e S R 12 lst Wed BCP: The Rev. Charles Camlin, Roinn
Ghurches ’ Bladensburg Rector, The Rev. Lawrcnce Holcombe, 703/579:4069, wwmbolysrinstyva.ony
(Anglican Churchin {1;;z‘m'zm/ - St. Luke’s Parish Curate; 864,/232-288) Lcesburg /Dulles
Anglican Brovince of Chiist the Kny) (Episcopal Church/FIE-NA) TE OQur Saviour, Qatlands
425 N. Chestnut Sti; Stin MP 8:45a and Annapolis Rd. (Rte. 450 ar 53rd Street: XAS (Episcopal Church)
g % S‘ 'HLG 9a and 11a; fellowship and . Sunday 8a low Mass, 10a High Mass, SS Bedford Route 15 C‘ Creek o
19 }‘x]‘ ents, nursery and church school; Holy 9:30a; Tues HC 10a, followed by breakfast ; ; f[‘i: b M‘ Srcosc “reck, c;s t miles south
s manno’unCCd; The Rey. Walter Wilson; and Bible Study, Wed HC noon; Thurs HG  St. Vincent’s Cathedral gS &c\s: B ‘9‘935{(‘5;\3}*‘!—{“ f\"’ f*"h
,?.ﬁg’si{‘j\. Paul/Shepard; 719/24_7;)314‘)-’0 6:30p; Fri HC 10a; all services 1979BGP (EQUSA) Rev. Elijah Whitcs 520358 4353 OPithe
3L 3 719/471-25 Rite I; The Rev. Mark Lewis; church 1300 F i e 9 3 /338-435
719/473-8080; 7 llhc sl 300 Eorest Ridge Dr.; Sun 7:05a Mp.
i)e/n 5 phone /fax: 301,/927-6466 730 M 55 TSm0, S g/[althews ,
:15a Mass, 6p EI’/E\'cnsong Lst Sun, t. James Anglican Church
St. MafY’SCCh/url"?:lC/””_[/j) MISSOURI 6:iOP 935535 iI“ Ba:;‘i Cgﬁs\fi}"if}’ (22week  (Anglican Prcgincr of America)
= tholt [ S course for a ults); Mon 92 A N Mass: o
(Agl‘;‘ﬂsl’g;;tm:l, Sun Solemn High Mass Kansas Clty Tues 6:30a Mass, 9a MP; Wed 8:4(())(;1“;’32; Meets at Trinicy Church, Re 14 at 626, Sun
22 3 b d

63 Low Masses 7:30a, 6p; Mon-Fri: Mass St. James Mass, 10a Bible study: Thurs 0y MP, 7p 10a Bible Study, I'la MP and Sermon (HC

ARIREIaE | y e = Ist Sun), child care provided: 1928 AP
7219308, 0 SN e (Foly Casholic Church-Anglican Rire) N F89a M0 Noon 94 Riact e 1 g T R Willam T Ko, 804,728 4361
Hourdp: The Koy, 758-3166 S107 Holmes Rd; Sunl 10 10w, WedlHIGRERG) Arienclires o pieerie sl Roanoke
Rector; 303/75 i 6:30p; Sat HC 10a; The Rev. John Ryan S. Reed|, SSC: Canon Richard A
Cochrene, Rector; The Very Rev. Luther Cantrell, SSC: Fr. Jeffery Moores Cu‘m'“‘ St. Thomas of Canterbury

DELAWARE Toole, it T K, I’C\"?{;\[Gordon. 817/267-8869,817/354- 7911 fax 817/ (Anglican Catholic Churchy
Wil s gtOl'l curate; 816/361-7242; www.dhtgp.ner 354-5073; RReed@sves.org: WRR.SIYC. 0Ty An Evangelical Catholic Parish)

Mary’s Anglican Church NEW MEXICO LDl £210 Hubert R NW: Sun Macin 8:30n,
Ste 2 Catholic Church) The Church of the Holy, Communion E2MilY Mass 9a, Christian Edacation 10a,
(Anglican Sun 102 HC:Tues7p  Santa Fe >

. Choral Euchanist & Scrmon 1ta: Thugs M 3
(Reformed Episcopal Church ) & Unction 9:30a, 10:30a Bible Class: Holy

5 Sun Said Eucharise § 2. Daysas announced; Canon Marvin Gardner,

Jashington St.; Sun 5 it e
‘gomlso‘t,a;-h'}nhgtug IOalMIa)nns (\S\I]I[:]’l‘)’;n‘i’i’f the St. Thomas the Apostle Mission 17405 Muirfield Dr:
t Tues); Holy Days as a !

; - . 7 Choral Family Eucharist 9a, MP. 11 (1 Ph.DL Rector; Study 540-345-6030.
1st sunn-Walberg, Ph.D.;  (Episcopal Church) amily : st cudy X
‘;?V_‘f_‘canon Kenncth W. ('unr:'BOaZ}X?LS-ISZE Sun{}I 0a; Holy Days as announced: 1928 Sun HCJ, 1928 BCP; The Re Rey. Ray R. d}‘mmga'rdncr@\ou_\ct‘ P SETOfC ong
church 302/764-9080, m‘z-t;);}'au con BCP; Meets in a house; for information, call Sutton, Ph.D., Rector, The Rev. Samucl A (’m"_'.‘ Wallace €. Shiclds, M. Div.. Pricst
e-mail: canonken@mymaiistarion. the Rev. Ivan Weiser, Vicar, 505 /820-6567 ?{[egmtltlli(ug;lggnpg‘;’s;‘/?zg l;g;)'._Rob:rr g
- ) 3 248-6503,
fax 972/248-6593: ¢-mail:
FLORIDA p NEW YORK hOl}v'C’Ol';lm@-stg]Obal.r;ct; website: X.VAbS HINGTON
alm ww.holy, ? las,
Tantana/West East Aurora '{uw ﬁ"’”’"”’"""’"d" = U
Beach'area cn Aneels St Luke’s Anglican Ghapel < ards?n : Kéng_of Glory Church
Shurchiof the Guardian Angels © /)"~ Province of America) St. Stephen’s Anglican Church (Clrristian Episcopal Church)
The Ghur! uf Zioall =
5 Jy//FIE-NA) 501 Porterville Road; Sun Mass 8a; The Rev  (Anglican Catholic Church) 5.on Lutheran Church Chapell Auburn Way
al Churchy/. 591 Portervi 5 ; ; $. and 17th Ave, SIE_, Sun 12:30p, The Rev
(Epscopies e (north of Hypoluxo Dr. William Stotr, Rector; 716/868-9638 901 Warcrfall Way: HC Sun 10a, Wed 7ps The TG Canmk 08 At ‘
1’323 S:crg e Us 1 and195); s% 105;30a I;[c\'- l?& Craig Mc;kgg; Recton he | Revl o e e e e
RoadIbeWeEt o kday, Masses 7:30a; Sat ughi Carpenter, Associate; 972/669:1928 : :
Mass, WeeRO)  ican Missal/1928  PENNSYLVANITA : X
fﬁlfm; ‘LOW Mass; Amcnc,an'MlS;‘i{ = 2 5 Richland Hills
& e Rex: Cralg B O'Brien, Recios Phijladelphia /Bala Cynwyd :
820157 Church of St. Michael the Archangel S Michacl Church ENGLAND
2 3 B
Po‘m‘pano Beac!l/ (Ifldﬂl"'”d””/FIF'NA-) [ gS(g(I{g/:ﬂ/cl\‘}t([‘?gt) Sun Rite I Mass 10a,
ishthouse Point Seinehuntinselione oaneh e e b oGk Mass 2nd Sun, Rite [MPand * London
k - 0 aure 1 Cmetery, D Be. - We % hY . C 5 55
ohn the Theologian (off City: Ave ); Sun Sung Mass 9:30a; by ey e Deu ¢ Cheist the King, Gordon Square
atholic Ghurch) 1/2 mile weekday Masses, call for information 215/ Smith Jr.. Rector; 817,/505-0226 3 ('WC])
C(guﬁsla—l 0a. Wed & 247-109?; www.orthodoxanglicnn.org/ (Forward i» Faith Hb‘sdm?-lm
L L 2 chire.  @archange A .
e Rey. Voris G. Brookshire; 4 VIRGINI.A Chlﬂtb_, Chuzch of E@fa‘mif}m:)
Rlosg?oxllt e g —— i.c;a M;ss i\gonol .Oép.’ ‘rémgvcd-ghm
The Church o ¢ Goo epher: ¥:30a, Fri 12.30p: Fr. Juha Scotr, onorary
Eni | Church/EIE-NA) P St. Andrew & St. Margaret of Chaplain; (10120/7338 3588+ For derasls of
(BpiscopasChircy Scotland Sunday Masses in Lendon sud clsewbers
5 Lancaster and Montrose Avenues; Sun 7:30a - 3 tlrrouﬁm-r the UK, please v
{ ql Church MP, 8a Low Mass, 10a High Mass, Nursery (Angthaﬂ Catholic Church) o formardingaish com
Tg[lGZln u_l 9:45a, Sunday School 10:50a, Adult Forum 402 E. Monroe Ave.: Sun HC 7:45a, 9a,
in Americn) . noon; Weekday Holy Eucharist: Mon-FEri 11:152; Wed HC noon; The Rev. Nicholas
1, 2 miles east of 12:05p, Wed 7a, Sat 9a; Daily Offices: C. Athanaclos, Rector; 703/683-3343,

1st, 3rd, SthiSuns,  Morning Prayer, Mon-Fri 9a, Sat 8:30a;
‘Rev, Canon Granville Evening Prayer, Mon-Fri Sp; Recital and
[he Rey. Mr, Frank Choral Evensong Sun 4p as announced; The
207/326-4120, fax  Rr, Rev, David L. Mo ver, SSC, rector;
Slogos74@juno.com  610/525-7070; fax 525-7514

703/683-2645; c-mail: sta_ stm@comeast net

www.challengeonline.org. The Christian Challenge Januarx»ﬁbm&yﬁ%ﬁ 39



